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 Correspondent

Something of a revolution in the Church may have got under way
in Sydney last week-end, when delegates from every State except Tas-
mania met in Sydney for the annual National Council of the Church of
England Men’s Society.

The 15 delegates and 7 observers held their three-day talks at Deacon-
ess House (where the influence of tranquil deaconesses ensures a more polite
milieu than most meeting places) under the chairmanship of the Bishop of
Bendigo, the Right Reverend R. E. Richards, who is National President.

men spent much time on the delicate question of what was wrong
with the CEMS. and the Church in general and — to some creative effect
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LET US GRASP THIS NETTLE

For obvious reasons, the general public always
relishes any kind of dispute or scandal affecting
Christians, and especially the clergy. The profane
Press and other mass media of communication have
accordingly given an extensive coverage of the matter
of the Reverend N. R. Glover in Melbourne. They
have covered just about everything, in fact, except
its most important implications.

The policy of this newspaper has always been
to support what appears to us to be the plain and
inescapable consensus of Anglican opinion about
marriage and divorce. That consensus, as we have
remarked before now, makes the Anglican view
firmer, more rigid, than that of any other body in
Christendom. Rightly or wrongly, as we see it, there
is simply no such thing as “re-marriage” in the
Church of England. We know no such comparative
flexibility as Roman Catholics enjoy through the
procedures of annulment.

Let this be clear: while, in duty bound, we sup-
port the orthodox Anglican view, we recognise and
respect the existence of a minority dissenting view-
point within the Australian Church, and we are well
aware that our view varies from that of some other
parts of the Anglican communion. There is no barrier
to “re-marriage” of divorced persons in the Protestant
Episcopal Church, for example. Indeed, there is a
bishop of that Church who lias twice been “re-
married”. In the Diocese of Sydney, “re-marriage”
has long been permitted in certain circumstances
which, however artificial and conducive to casuistry
they may perhaps be, are at least clearly laid down
as a matter of Church la

Not only does the doctrine and practice of the
Church vary as between constituent independent parts
of the Anglican communion, and even, regrettably
in our view, as between different dioceses of the same
Province or national church within that communion;
our whole approach to divorce differs from that of
the Orthodox, whose views and practice in the matter
must he treated with profound respect.

Could it be that this is one of those bases of
our faith and practice which we should subject this
year to a fundamental re-examination?

If so, then the matter of Mr Glover may give
us the necessary incentive to set about the task.

We are unhappy about the matter. Not merely
on the score of Mr Glover’s personal predicament,
though we have great sympathy with him if only
because he is a living example of the spark of divine
discontent in action, at once a trial and a mirror to
all his friends — he has no enemies. We are not
unhappy about the attitude and actions of the Dio-
cese of Melbourne. All concerned have acted respon-
sibly and charitably. There has been nothing un-
generous or in the least mean about them. On the
contrary: they have conducted this matter as it should
have been conducted, and have given a fine example
of how to mitigate the financial burden which must
otherwise have crushed Mr Glover.

What makes us unhappy is that the affair under-
lines the different views about “re-marriage” held in
the Diocese of Sydney, on the one hand, and the
remaining Australian dioceses, on the other. The fact
is, Mr Glover has suffered consequences in Mel-
bourne, as he would probably suffer them anywhere
else in Australia, for an ecclesiastical offence which
is no offence at all in the Diocese of Sydney. This is
plain silly.

It so happens that Mr Glover is a Sydney man,
trained for the most part in that Diocese, but sent
thence to forengn parts, to put it bluntly, because, not-
fervor, his
views about lhe pe(ly minutiae of churchinanship did
not cpincide at all points with those of the ruling
Sydney ecclesiastical politicians. These differences, by
and large, have happily now ceased to matter. There
is no real reason for Mr Glover not to return to
the Diocese of Sydney and to exercise a ministry
there. The two questions are, first, whether Sydney
is capable of the necessary magnanimity and, second,
whether by shewing that magnanimity it will further
widen the gulf of doctrine and practice between itself
and the rest of the Australian Church. We would hope
— and believe — the second unlikely. Kindness calls
forth kindness; and it should be shewn in any case.

Were Mr Glover to be licenced in Sydney, we
would hope that this anomaly would prompt the
Australian Church energetically to get to grips with
lhe real scandal of our divisions about divorce and
“re-marriage”. The more difficult the job, the more
reason there is to take it on. We just cannot go
on as at present. In the eyes of the community gen-
erally, so gross variations in doctrine and practice
between dioceses are as ludicrous as would be vari-
ations in the law of the Church concerning marriage
as between priests and laymen.
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CHURCH &® NATIONS

“Everything which touches the life of the nation is the concern of

the Christian.”
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A YEAR IN THE BUSH



ANGLICAN OF THE WEEK

Our Anglicans of the Week are remembered
with much affection in many parishes of the Diocese
of Sydney and are well known in missionary circles,

both at home and overseas.
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A SUCCESSFUL
PANTOM IME

From Our Own Cor
Melbourne, January 29
Fore more than twenty years now, the C.E.F
Players, associated with S. Peter’s, Mornington,
have staged dramatic productions of various types,
but this year they excelled themselves with the well-

known children’s story of Puss in Boots in panto-
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From Qur Own Correspondent
Newcastle, January 1
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‘OPERATION WORKMATE” THIRD

STAGE AT MISSION STATION

ind often during the

The third phase in the Church of England Boys’
project in the Diocese of Perth,

the Cathedral Chamer and Dio-

From,Our Own Correspondent

erth, January 29
Society’s missions

“Operation Workmate”, took place from
December 26 to January 2, when a party of seven Cebs went to the Forrest
River Mission near Wyndham in the Diocese of North West Australia.
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DOCUMENTS FOR UPPSALA
NOW AVAILABLE

Ecumenical Press Service
Geneva, January 29

The documents which will form the heart of
discussions at the Fourth Assembly of the World
Council of Churches in Uppsala, Sweden, next July
have been printed in booklet form in three lan-
guages and are being distributed to member chur-
ches and their delegates to Uppsala, as well as to
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General Synod, 1966

Official Reportand Proceedings

Copies of the Official Report and Summary of
Proceedings of the Second General Synod,
1966, are now available in limited quantities.

The volume, of 246 pages, contains details of the
membership of the Synod and its Boards, Committees
and Councils, Canons, Rules and Resolutions passed by
the Synod, all the Reports laid before the Synod, and
the complete financial statements.

Copies may be obtained at $2.00 each (plus post-
age 10 cents) direct from the

PRIMATIAL REGISTRY
Diocesan Church House,
George Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000

or through the

BOOK DEPARTMENT, THE ANGLICAN
G.P.0. Box 7002, Sydney, N.SW. 2001

THE WORLD
OF CHRIST

by
R. MINTON TAYLOR

The Archbishop of Sydney,
the Most Reverend
M. L. Loane, writes as follows
about this highly readable
book:

Mr R. Minton

a small book called i(The World of Christ”.
This is a survey of the background material
of the New Testament,

It is a very helpful and readable account
of the secular history which lies behind the
Gospel records.

It helps, for example, to disentangle the
family of Herod the Great and w how
members of that family continued to impinge
upon the life of Christ or the growth of the
Church

I hope it will be widely read.

First published by the Church of England
n n Trust in July, 1966, the entire
edition sold out by the end of that year.

The second impression is now available

This booklet provides a graphic and accurate
acount of the “background” to Christianty, from
the conquests of Pol death of the
Emperor Marcus e S50 A0 T vconm
mended for senior Sunday school children, Bible
and Confirmation classes — AND the general
reader.

Not the least remarkable tribute to the athor's
objectivity and skill is the way this excellent work
has been received by teachers and clergymen of
ALL shades of churchmanship.

The new impression is now on sale at these
reduced prices:
$1.00 (including postage)
75 cents (including posvage) to members of
the Trust.
The Book Department,
The Anglican,
G.P.0. Box 7002, Sydney.




STARDOM IS FOR YOU!



WHAT DOES “ECUMENICAL” STUDY OF BIBLE TO
MEAN? HELP UNITY?

whole Church to bring the Cos-
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THE ROLE OF A CATHEDRAL CHURCHMEN—ENTERTAINERS
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RELIGIOUS BROADCASTS

all DJ's Stores. Look for it, get to know it, ¢



NEW GUIDELINES FOR
ROMAN CATHOLICS

SERVICES WITH OTHER
CHRISTIANS



