- 8 -

uplift and equip women who arne gifted and
available., It is a very humbling expenience 2o
share the jounrney with women whose nresounces
may fe Limited, Lut whose Laith seems to embrace
the impossible., Without the money, the fLacilities,
and support that we would expect even beforne
we embarked on a project; they begin by’doing
Gt T

Oun fLest rnesponse neally Lies in the anea of
oun support fLon ACWC. It is pleasant and enjfoyable
to attend the ACWC meetings, but there is a huge
nesponsibility involved. The rnesponsibilities
are? sharing 2he conceans of women in Asiay
shaning in a practical way ; 4intencessanry prayeny
and taking action in own communily.
(Excenpts Lrom Repont)

Majorn Joan M., Tong - fMember Genenal Com.,ACUWC

Please Pray Fon Asian Women:

7. For economic justice for women.

2. For equality, love and peace between men and
women.,

3., Fon the anointing of God’s Spirnit on all
thein plans and actions.

. Education fLon women and childnren. 659

5. Pray forn guidance: what action can

I take?

6., Children’s care facilities, play
groups and aften school canrne.

7. 7o continue intencessony prayen
Lon them.

* # * * * * +
Dean ACW Membens,

As Christmas comes, s0ft and still
llay the Spinit of flove, peace and joy
Gently £ill youn heant and home
With fLove and goodwill
ACW National Executlive.

+ # * * # * #

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

ACW News

Ve seek: 2o unite Australian Women in thein allegiance
to thein Lond & Savioun, Jesus Christ; Lo help
Chnistian women to take a mone effective pluce
in the total Life & mission of the chuach.
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I am waiting 2this farom Nhulunbuy on the Gove
Peninsulan, at the eastean end of Arnhem Land,
in the WNorthean Teanitory. My husband has cone
as a volunteen maintenance man wdith Missionary
Aviation Fellowship (MAF) for a month., This
onganisation provides ain senvice and suppori
to iso0lated Aboniginal communities in the North
end of Australia. It is an Ecumenical ornganisation
50 many of you will have heanrd of it.

While hene, we’ve fBeen made very welcome at the
Uniting Chunch in  the Eunopean and  Asian
community. I’ve also leen able Lo spend time
with people, working in the Aborniginal commundity
of Yinnkala, whenre programs to assist with health
care and supplementany meals ane provided.
Sullstance abuse programs ane aunning Ln  some
communities to try to prevent and treat many

+ + * * + * *

And the angefl said to them, "Be
not afraid; fLorn Behold, I ALnring
you good news of a greal joy
; which will come to all the people;
Zon to you is Bonn this day in the city of David
a Savioun, who is Chnist the Lonrd.
* + + + + + #




o
problems.

On Satunday 375t October, we and another MAF
Lamily flew to Milingimbi and had Lunch with
the MAF family stationed thene; then onto Oenpelli
in westean Aanhem Land to stay with mone MAF
Lamilies in another Aboniginal  community.On
Sunday, 1+t WNovember, we went 2o a Dedicalion
Seavice fon the taanslation of the Bible into
Aboniginal Language, Kunwinjku. There have Leen
six mini-Bibles in different Aboriginal Languages
dedicated this yean, consisting of sevenal books
Zrom the Bille. They ane the cuflmination of yeans
of wonrk By s0 many people. It was good Lo see
the Alonriginal translators honourned. They have
often suflered ostracism and pensecution faom
thein own people fLon helping wilh this work,

Many people who have had an interest in this
wonk wene present: the flying Bible Society
nepnesentative, Launie Edwands, the Anglican
Bishop, Richard Appleby with his wife of <2Lhe
Northean Ternitory and the European translatons,
Steven and Nanelle Ethenington.

It was a joy 2o meet the Rev. Peterson Nganjminra,
the ministen of Oenpelli, a graduate of Nungalinya
College, and his wife, Stephanie. Lel us pray
fon all Aboriginal pastons and thein
congregations, that they will le
Pmﬁﬂa able to cope with the opposition
R and the nrapid changes happening 4in
f thein communities.

Ephesians 1:17 That the God of oun
Lord Jesus Chaist, the Fathen of glory, may give
you a spinit of wisdom and of revelation 4+in the

knowledge of him.

May you all have ‘a happy and holy Christmas with
youn FLamilies and may we go Lorward into a New
Yean of hope and promise in God’'s Love.

Loaraine Davis - National Presidenit
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WA UNIT NEWS of WKS SCHOLAR

Oun Secretarny, Verna Wilson, nreceived a Letlen
£Zrom Lormen WKS Scholanr, Doneen Tie, from Malaysia
about the Launch of a Toy Librarny at hen school.

I quote from hen Letten:

*The Toy Librarny was ALaunched on 15.9.92. I%
was a greal day and everything went Beautifully.
The Library was Launched Ly His Excellency M
Geonge  Seyman, the Canadian Commissioner Lo
Malaysia. The nreason we Lnvited him was because
the Canada Fund donated $20,000 to us 2o stant
the Librany.

The High Commissioner and his wife then Loured
the school., The children perfornmed Lwo dances
and the school Hband played Lor them., They wene
very Lmpressed.

The State Goveanment donated $5,000 towards Lhe
Library and a Lawyer, (n J.B.Singh gave $70,000.

The shelving and nrenovations have actually taken
up quite a Lit of the totald amount of money.
The nremaining amount will Re carefully spent
on Zoys.,

We still haven't many toys yet and the 7oy
Libranian, Ms Mullis, is Looking into this anea.
We’nre seeking the aid of the 04d Folks Home fLo
make toys fLor us as it is cheapern, We hope 2o
stock up the Library well enough so0 2that 2he
toys will Le nready FLon HLorrowing by teachenrns
and parenits.

It's great to know we have support from Canada
and Australia.”
Dorneen Tie - Formen WKS Scholan
Youns in Christ,
Barbara Bourhill
Publicity 0fLicen
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FLC NEWS

Some weeks ago, I received a fLittle
pleasune that doesn’t happen eveny
day of the week. I was delighted
to receive a Local phone call
£rnom Una Binchnelld who was visiting Launcesiton
duning hen taip to Tasmania. We annanged 2o meet
the following monrning to have Lellowship at a
collee shop.

Una and hen friend Heathen ane both from Victoria.
They had just completed a delightful holiday
n Tasmania., Una 4is the Victorian FLC Convenon
and Heathen is also a memben of ACW.

There centainly was no stopping the three of
us talking from the moment we met., We had so
much in common 2o discuss - isn’t it always Lhe
way with Chaistians!

It centainly was a happy meeting and I would
Like you all to know how much I appreciated Una
ndinging me.

Letlens ane greal but a pensonal meeting certainly
beats Lt all.

May the prayerns of all who take part in FLC le
a great hBlessing upon so0 many in need. So that
they will be able to rnejoice 2his coming season
brought about Ly fove.

Juanita Miller - National FLC Convenon

JL MAY You HAVE
THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS WHICH IS PEACE
THE GLADNESS OF CHRISTMAS WHICH IS HOPE

THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS WHICH IS LOVE
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BURMA  APPEAL

* ©

o 1 -a The Australian Council of Churches

gzz‘ is having an appeal fLor Lhe people
of Buama and youn help will ALe
appreciated.

IZ you would [Like Lo donate,
on 4f you would Like a nresounce and action kit
on Bunma, contact the ACC toll free on 008 025707

(answening machine aften houns)

"I fean that one day we will Learn that what
i{s goding on 4in Buama now Ls5 not so0 diffenent
to what happened in Cambodia unden Pol Poi.”
Unnamed UNHCR official.

The appeal is two-fLold:

1. Lack of Information
The closed bordens of Buama mean (Like Cambodia
in the past) that the world is unawarie of 2the
great tragedy unfolding.

Oun kit will help all to know the neal sitony.

2. Funds are Needed R

Forn complicalted political nreasons, most of 2the

countless thousands of people fLorced Lo flee

Bunrma anre not alle to be classified as nefugees,
They vintually nreceive no aid on help at all.

The ACC 4is one of the fLew agencies aciltive on
the fBonrndens of Buama. We need youn help, taking
into account youn own panish priorities.

S

+

* + + + *
BEHOLD, THERE CAME WISE MEN FROM THE EAST...

* + * # + * +

Any donation is greaitly appreciated.

Peten Rees (Rev Fr) - Co-ondinaton 494
ACC 379 Kent Street, Sydney. 2000 s
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ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
CONSTLTATION 1992

ECONOMIC INJUSTICE TO WOMEN
Ociobler 9-73, 1992, Kuafa Lumpunrn, Malaysia

Tﬁe Consufation was held at the Federal Hotel,
in taue confensnce surroundings and Lacifilies.
It was clean that the Mafaysian Chuach Women
are a veny dedicaled group of talented women.

?’a‘fe progaanme Ln geneaal consisted of devotionat
J;uge.al m':d Bible studies, Lectunes, wonkshops,
sdnging’, plennary A2 AAL0N4, countary aepoais,
exposune to Local chuaches, and socialising in
an infoamal mannen,

It is impoatant Lo say at the outset that the
theme was addressed fZrom Both a secufan as wli
as a Chaistian Base, With nepresentatives Lrom
17 counties Being present, including Bangladesh
and Cambodia, Lo Australia to New Zealand, it
was clean Lhal the gquestion would have Lo Ade
addressed aspecifically foa Lhe needs of each
countay. This gave ample opportunity foa Leanning
and d449u44inn, each Jaom Lhe othea, reganrding
z%ﬁ.e position of women in each countay., It ias
fﬂﬂgﬂ:f_ﬂ:ﬂi to say that the uftimate aim was fonr
aclion”’,

The spinitual tone of the Consuftation was veay
high. God thaough His Spinit moved in the heaats
of alf paesent, panticulanly thaough the ministry
of the fLwo women who fLed us in devotions and
Bidfeas studies. Mas Datin Dubcie Adraham
(Malaysia) 4Led the moaning devotions; very
skilfully, veay Lendenfy, veay poignantly, we
wenre 4Led Lo worship a mighty God., We wene dLed
to faith in a Yahweh who provides powen, secuaily,
holiness and anointing. She said,”Invefvin
desus in oun Lssues is involving ounselves in
the Crosa,”

The theme of the Bilfe studies Led By Mas Shanon

- ? -
Joy - Dunemdez (Philippines)ywas Lor our invofvmentd
in dismantiling systems that engage the pooa in
unjust economic systems,

WOMEN _and WORK _in ASIA: "It is impenative fon
women's gaoups Lo cailically examine goveanmeni
poficies and identify £Levens of change., We have
to demand ouan adghts Lo paaticipate actively
in majfoa devefopmeni projecis and plans, and
we have Lo insist on oua adighits Lo precductive
A2loLACES.

Cleandy the natuse and the extent of the
pnoblems diffen among countaies al differentd
Lepeds of devefopment and within countaies among
diffoenent ecafegonies of women. So Lthe approach,
stralegies and paionities needed Lo scfve these
probfems wild afso diffen Loth wilhin and delfween
nations.

DUAL ROLE OF WOREN & INEQUALITY THERE IN: Women'as
emancipaliion farom socio-cuflunal Liases and the
empoweamend Lhrough the parocess woufd Jimprove.
thein sfatus., They woufd Be seen as penson’s
in dheia own adghi - capabfe of independent
thought and acfion., As arightfuf contrilufons
to economy, thein effeels and Lhoughts wilf foam
an integral paal of planning poficies.

Fon women's emancipation to take place,
emphasis musl e fadd on educaiion.

FANILY AND INJUSTICE: Foan moast of wus,talking
Ls easy Bul aclion is difficuft,.Because of this,
inactivity aeigns and dinjustice continues.le
suffen fLaom what E. Standey Jones the missionaay
Lo India descndbed as"the paralysis of analysias”.
The gquestion we need fo answea L4 ! ‘whal action
do I fake aften this Consubtation?’

The desines of many women Jaom most countaies
weae Lo do more fLoa Lthe chifdaren of the women
who are exploiled - e.g. child cane Lacifitieas,
nrlay gaoups, aflea schoof cazre and education,

ACKC L4 a maavedfous Lood fLoa God Lo wuse o



