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Plain Words on Holy Baptism. 

CHAPTER I. 

“Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them 
. . teaching them. . .’’—Matt. xxviii., 19. 

‘“Baptism is not our act, but God’s.’’—Luther. 

What has Baptism done for us and for our children? 
A little water poured, or it may be a moment’s immersion 
in water, and a few words spoken! What spiritual bles- 
sing can follow from such a tiny ceremony? 

Yet this tiny ceremony—the use of water (Christ 
did not prescribe either the quantity or the method of 
application), and the use of Sacred Words (which our 
Lord Himself did prescribe)—is the initiatory rite of 
membership in the Christian Church; and is, therefore, 
without any exception, the most important event im our 
lives. Baptism, where it can be had, is the one outward 
act declared by our Lord to be necessary to salvation. 

“He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved.?’ 
—Mark xvi. 16: 

‘‘Except a man be born of Water and the Spirit, he can 
not enter into the Kingdom of God.’’—John iii. 5   

Those who have been baptized have thereby become 
members of the Christian Church—of the Catholic or Uni- 
versal Church. Baptism does not make us members of the 
English Church,.or of the Scotch Church, or of the Roman 
Church, or of any other Church with a distinguishing local 
name. It makes ua members of the great Catholic or 
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To-day His Covenant people is the Christian Church, 
and the admission is by Baptism; and still the inclusion 
of the parents carries with it the inclusion of the chil- 
dren—at least until these are capable of understanding 
and choice. What does St. Paul say? Even if only one 
parent is a believer :— 

.{*For the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified in the husband, else 
were your children unclean; but now are they holy.’’—(1 Cor, 
vii., 14.) 

That is to say, thé children ure counted holy, 7.e., within 
God’s covenant, for the sake of even one believing parent. 

But does this mean—or does Baptism mean—that the ~ 
baptized are necessarily saved? Not if they choose to 
grow up faithless and wicked! But it means that until 
they’ choose to grow up faithless and wicked—and at least 
while they are too young to make any choice—our bap- 
tized children are included for their believing parents’ 
sake in the Christian covenant, and may claim its priv- 
ileges. 

x * * * 

Let us next ask, ‘‘What privileges, what blessings, do 
belong specially to the Christian Church? 

We have already mentioned the three great Covenant 
blessings: Forgiveness of sin, the Gift of the Holy Spirit, 
and Eternal Life—as purchased by Christ’s Life and 
Death for His believing people. 

To these we may add, fourthly, the Bible; a constant 
Divine revelation and guide, granted by God to His 
people. The Bible is not (as some people think it is) a 
Book for all the world. It has invitations and warnings 
for all the world, but nothing more. 

The Old Testament was written exclusively for the 
Jewish Church. Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Syr- 
ians, Philistines, Heyptians, had no interest in it. It was 
not written for them. If they wished to have an interest 
in its promises, if they desired eternal life through obedi- 
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Universal Church of Christ; though, of course, each. bap- 
tized person must needs be brought up in the distinctive 
teaching of that particular body of Christians with which 
his parents are connected. But it is important to remem- 
ber that Baptism does not admit merely to a local or 
natienal church. It admits to the great Catholic or Uni- 
versal Church, and therefore neyer needs to be (nor, in- 
deed, can be) repeated. 

We see, then, what a blessing it is to be Baptized. 
It means that the baptized person has become a mem- 
μου 01 that great Divine Society that Christ established, 
which is called the Christian Church. That Society began 
with twelve members—it now contains hundreds of mil- 
lions ; but every one of those millions has been admitted 
in the same way, viz., by the use of water in the Name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Now the very meaning of being members of any SO- 
clety is that we may claim all that belongs to that society. 
What, then, may we claim as being members @8& Christ’s 
Divine Society, the Christian Church? Many Mlessings 
indeed; all that Christ by His Life and Death has pur- 
chased for His Church; all the gifts that God has be- 
stowed upon His Church, 

Forgivencss of Sins, the gift of the Holy Spirit, eter- 
nal life—these are the chief Covenant blessings purchased 
by Christ for His people. They were really covenanted 
and given to God’s: people under the old Mosaie Coven- 
ant, in the Old Testament; but not so clearly expressed as 
they are now under the New Covenant, in the New Testa- 
ment, where Christ has brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel. Ag Covenant blessings, they 
were always really within the reach of all God’s Coven- 
ant people, and His Covenant people to-day is the Chris- 
tian Church, 

_ Formerly His Covenant people was the Jewish na- 
tion only, and the admission was by circumcision, and th 
Inclusion of the lather in God’s covenant earried with it 
the inclusion of the whole family. 
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armies of the redeemed, conquérors over Sin and Satan, 
who shall live with Him and share His victory and His 
happiness all through a blissful eternity. 

The whole universe we believe to be nothing but a 
training-ground and a battle-ground for the armies of 
Christ; where His Church, His warrior-saints— yes, even 
the youngest and the feeblest among them—may, by His 
grace, win their battle and be trained in holiness and use- 
fulness until they receive their final reward. And it was 
into that Church, into those armies, that we and our chil- 
dren were admitted at our Baptism. 

What is Life, Father? A battle, my Child; 
Where the strongest lance may fail, 

Where the wariest eyes may be beguiled, 
And the stoutest heart may quail; 

Where foes are gathered on every hand, 
And rest not, day nor night; 

And the feeble little one must stand 
In the thickest of the fight. 

What is Death, Father? The rest, my Child, 
When the battle of life is.o’er; : 

’Tis the Angel of God who, strong and mild, 
Says we need fight no more; 

Who, driving away the demon band, 
Bids the strife and the conflict cease; 

Takes banner and spear from our failing hand, 
And proclaims an eternal peace. 

Let me die, Father. I tremble and fear 
To join in that terrible strife! 

The crown must be won for Heaven, Dear, 
In the battle-field of Life. 

Though the foes around thee be strong and tried, 
Christ cares for the weak and the small; 

The Angels of Heaven are at thy side, 
And God is over all. 

But someone may ask, ‘“Must we be baptized in order 
to claim these privileges?’’ Yes, certainly! As a gen- 
eral rule it may be said that although unbaptized persons 
may, and do, receive many blessings from God— may havc 
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ence to its teachings, if they wanted to be able to join 
In its glorious psalms of faith and love and praise, in its 
Messianic hopes, they must first’ become Jews, 

Similarly, no heathen man in Rome or Ephesus or 
Colosse had any share or interest in St. Paul’s epistles 
to the Christians in those places. If they wished to have 
a share in those hopes and promises, they must first be- 
come Christians, and by Baptism join the Christian 
Church. : 

: So, again, no unbeliever in the Lord J esus, No person 
outside the Christian Church, has any: share to-day in our 
Bible. Its warnings and invitations are for them, but not 
its words of faith and hope and encouragement, nor its 

-promises of victory, nor its hopes of glory. They cannot 
Join in its thanksgivines, nor in its utterances of faith, 
nor in its glorious praises of God. 

But every one of our baptized children may say 
“Here is a Book written for me by my Heavenly Father; 
a revelation of Himself, made to me His child; a guide 
through the perplexities of life, teaching me how I, His 
child, should live; and holding out to me the hope of a 
happy eternity to be spent in His love and service.’’ 

‘“Holy Bible, Book Divine, 
Precious treasure, thou art mine! ’’ QUES , 

Lastly, all Christ’s work and [1ה‎ promises be- 
long to the Christian Church, and to nobody else. All that 
Christ did, His Life and His Death, were for His Church. 
All He is doing now, all His work of Intereession. is for 
His Church; and for His Church (very soon, we hope) He 
will come again to reccive His people to Himself for ever. 

, Go out at night and survey what lies within our 
vision of those innumerable suns and stars, of God’s great 
universe, and then try to realise that the whole of that 
Infinite universe—of which we can sec such an infinites- 
imal part—exists, we believe, for one purpose only— namely, that from all parts of it Christ may gather out 
for Himself a vast hest, a saved Church, the infinite 
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aïe sure at least that God must needs be faithful to His 
Covenant promises. 

‘(Tf we be faithless, yet He abideth faithful, He cannot 

deny Himself.’’—1 Tim, ii, 13. 

Anyone may baptize a dying person, the rite is the 
simplest imaginable. It is only the use of water in the 
Name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Christ, we be- 
lieve, purposely made it simple. But Baptism to-day (like 
Circumcision of old) is Christ’s appointed way' of bringing 
us and our children within the Christian Covenant. 

If we carelessly neglect to put upon our children the 
Sign of the Covenant; if we neglect to bring them—as far 
as lies in our power——within the Bond of the Covenant; 
how can we, with the confidence of faith, claim Covenant 
blessings for them. But if we, in humble faith, perform — 

} that rite, we believe that God honours His own appoint: 
ment and receives our little ones as His Covenant chil- 
dren. If they live to grow up they must, in faith, claim 
for themselves those Covenant privileges; they must them- 
selves ask for forgiveness of sins, for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and for Eternal Life. But until they can ask we 
believe that these blessings are theirs without asking 
by Covenant privilege. 

  

  

the Gift of the Holy Spirit, may be saved; yet that no 
unbaptized person (who remains wilfully unbaptized) can 
claim any one of these blessings. What did Christ Him- 
self say ?— ' 

‘(He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.’’— 
Mark xvi., 16. 

It was, we think, John Wesley who said that Christ 
has not given us Sacraments that His people may be 
saved without them, We must (as a rule) be members 
of Christ’s Church ‘before we can claim any of the bles- . 
sings that Christ purchased for His Church! But when 
we are members of His Church we can confidently come 
to God and claim in humble faith every blessing that 
Christ has purchased and promised. 

But for these blessings we must make personal appli- 
cation in faithful prayer. If you give to your child the 
title-deeds of an estate, still that estate is not actually 
his to use and to enjoy until he is both old enough and 
otherwise qualified to claim it and take possession, and 
actually does so claim it and take possession, So Baptism 
is the title deeds of our possession of the Kingdom of God; 
it gives us a right (as God’s Covenant people) to claim 
every one of God’s promises; but then we must desire 
them, and individually claim them. We must personally 
ask for the Covenant blessings, which God has promised 
to give; and our Covenant-keeping God is pledged to 
grant them. 

We are sometimes asked what difference Baptism (or 
the want of it) makes to the little babies that die. This 
writer humbly believes that every little baby that dies— 
whether baptized or unbaptized—is elaimed and received 
by Christ Who died for it. But when we have, in faith 
and humble obedience, claimed, by Baptism, Covenant- 
blessings for our children, when we have entered them 
within the Bond of the Covenant, they certainly stand in 
a different position from that which they held before. 
There is then no need for us to think or speculate, for we 
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causé their father was within the Covenant. The sign 
of the Covenant could, indeed, only be given to the boys. 

* They must receive it because they were to be the Fathers 
of the next generation. But every child shared equally 
in the covenant made with Abraham. 

When Christ came, neither He nor any of His 
Apostles gave the slightest hint that He was making any 
change in this respect. On the contrary St. Paul (quot- 
ed before) seems to speak decisively of God’s continu- 
ance of that principle. He says:— 

‘For the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified in the husband: else 
were your children unclean; but now are they holy.’’—(1 Cor, 

vii, 14.) 

So that the only change seems to be that the chil-. 
dren are now to be included in the Covenant for the sake 
of either parent, instead of (as hitherto) only for the 
father’s sake. And this is just the kind of change that 
under the New Dispensation we might have expected. So 
that the analogy of Old Testament practice is our first 
reason for Infant Baptism. 

Of course we all know perfectly well that faith in 
» Christ must be an individual matter. But was it not an 

individual matter under the old Covenant, too? Did the 
mere fact of his being circumcised ever save any: wicked 
or unbelieving Jew? Never! Nor does Baptism save any 
wicked or unbelieving man to-day. Rather, it adds to his 
condemnation; since he has been put into a position of 
privilege, of which he refuses to avail himself. 

Nevertheless, God fixed the eighth day ag the time 
when infants might be admitted to His Covenant; and 

therefore it is, first, on the analogy of the Old Testament 
that we baptize our children. The promise, said St. 
Peter, is to you and your children. And that is our first 
reason, as it was probably the first Apostolic reason, for 
practising Infant Baptism. 

11   

CHAPTER II. 

ABOUT INFANT BAPTISM, 

In the 27th Article of the Chureh of England we 

read :— | 

‘The Baptism of young children is in any wise to _be 

retained in the Church, as most agreeable with the institu- 

tion of Christ.’ 

Now, in this age of growing Materialism and Ration- 

alism, there are an increasing number of people—even 

good Christian people—who do not see any use in having 

their children baptized. There is no specific command for 

it, and no visible benefit is attached to it. Can we show 

to such people any satisfactory reason for our practice 

of Infant Baptism? We think we can. 

First, there is the analogy of Circumcision. God Him- 

self fixed the eighth day after birth as the time for re- 

ceiving the Jewish children into His Covenant. Now we 

may not refuse the ordinances of the Christian Church— 

coming down to us from Apostolic times and having their 

foundation in one of God’s earliest appointments—simply 

because we (who, perhaps, have made no special study of 

the matter) see ‘‘no use’? in them. 2 

From earliest Old Testament times, God has acted 

eonstantly on the prineiple of ineluding the children im 

the blessings of their fathers. Every Jew to-day is in 

Covenant with God, simply because of the Covenant made 

with Abraham nearly 4,000 years ago. And every mem: 

ber of every Jewish family, boys and girls equally, has 

always been included within the Covenant, simply be- 
10 
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Baptism,’’ deduced from the same passage of Scripture; 
and no honest and educated minister, of whatever denom- 
ination, can, we think, escape these conclusions. 

St. Paul’s example is then our second reason for bap- 
tising infants. 

Thirdly, our friends who don’t baptize their chil- 
dren, will hardly go so far as to deny that Infant Bap- 
tism is of the most ancient Christian practice. For prob- 
ably about two hundred years the practice was never 
questioned, and then only by some of the Sects that, in 
those days as in these, were constantly springing up. It is 
interesting to note that at an early Synod held at Carthage 
the question was even raised whether it was lawful to 
baptize children before the eighth day—that being the 
age fixed by God for the giving of Circumcision. So our 
third reason is the practice of the early Church. 

Lastly, we might maintain Infant Baptism (as, indeed, 
the early Christians did) on the words of our Lord Him- 
self— 

‘Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. Verily I 
say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the Kingdom of 
God as [like] a little child, he shall in no wise enter therein.’’ 

Are the children, then, fit for Christ’s Kingdom of 
Heaven; but (on account of the imperfection and limita- 
tion necessarily belonging to childhood), unfit for member- 
ship in the Church on earth? We hardly think it. 

Our Lord’s words are, then, our fourth reason for 
practising Infant Baptism. 

  

Of course, no one supposes that Infant Baptism is 
complete in itself. Infant Baptism needs for its comple- 
tion the consent of the baptized person. Without that it 
can searcely be regarded as more than conditional. But 
in the Church of England we meet precisely that objec- 
tion by providing that as soon as the baptized child has 
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Our second reason is that St. Paul baptized house- 
holds, including, no doubt, the slaves and their wives and 
children; for in that day these formed a large part of all 
but the very poorest households. Three households are 
mentioned, vie., that of Lydia (Acts xvi., 15), that of the 
Philippian gaoler (Acts xvi., 33), and that of Stephanus 
(1 Cor. i., 16). Of course it is just possible that in these 
three households (including the slaves) there were no 
children, but it is hardly likely; and we must not forget 
that the quite incidental mention of these three allows a 
fair presumption that during St. Paul’s long years of mis- 
sionary work there must have been hundreds or thous- 

ands of such household Baptisms. 

And this presumption is strengthened when we look 
more closely into the Scriptural narrative. In the detailed 
account of the Baptism of the gaoler’s household, we find 
unmistakeable indications that the whole family were 
baptized, not because the whole family were ‘believers, 
but only because the gaoler had become a believer. The 
Authorized Version indeed reads :— 

‘He rejoiced, believing in God with all his house. ’’ 

But the more accurate Revised Version reads:— 

“‘He rejoiced with all his house, having believed in God!”? 

And the Greek is more decisive still, for the participle 
“having believed’’ is expressed in the masculine gender, 
singular number; and therefore cannot possibly be meant 
to apply to the whole family. All the evidence, there- 
fore, is that they were baptized simply on account of the 
faith of the Kather, which is just the principle that we 
stand for to-day. 

And, indeed, may we not go a step further? Since 
St. Paul would not he likely to baptize unbelieving adults, 
may we not further conclude that the gaoler’s household 
cons sted cf youne children? So we have both Infant 
Baptism and what our friends would:call “Unheliever’s 
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All that is required is that water shall be 

CHAPTER 111. 

ABOUT THE ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM; AND 

ABOUT SOME DIFFICULTIES SOMETIMES 
RAISED. 

We are often asked what is the proper way of bap- 
tizing? Should it be by Immersion (dipping) or by 

-Affusion (pouring)? 
Our invariable reply is that it doesn’t make one atom 

of difference. 
used in the Name of the Father, Son and Iloly Spirit. 
If anyone should insist that one way is more ‘valid’? than: 
the other we should simply class him as a foolish Ritualist ; 
—(and there are Ritualists outside our Church, as well as 
within it). 

In the Church of England both methods are used. 
Our Prayer Book direets that for adult Baptism the 
minister is to take the person by the right hand and dip 
him in the water, or pour water. upon him. And in the 
case of infants it directs that the minister shall disereetly: 
and warily dip the child in the water, but that if the child 
be weak it shall suffice to pour water upon it. 

In practice the latter way is almost always adopted— 
partly for fear of injurious consequences, if a very young 
child were immersed in cold water; but chiefly, no doubt, 
to avoid trouble. 

. But, we are sometimes asked, was not our Lord im- 
mersed ; and ought we not therefore to follow Christ’s ex- 
ample? 

No, dear reader, Christ wag not immersed; nor did 
John the Baptist immerse any of those whom he bap- 
tized. ‘There is, of course, no record one way or the other; 
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learned what his Baptism means, he is to be invited to 
give his own public consent to it. 

The question, publiely asked in Church, is:— 

‘“Do you here, in the sight of God and of this eongre- 
gation, ratify and renew the solemn yow and promise that 
was made for you at your Baptism; acknowledging yourself 

bound to believe and to do as was then promised for you?’’ 

And when the young person (now more than a mere 
child) gives the earnest and conscientious answer, ‘‘I do,’’ 
we ask, How is he inferior to those whose actual Baptism 
was postponed to a similar age of understanding? Infant 
Baptism with Confirmation is exactly equal to Adult Bap- 
tism; but with this advantage, that we have been able to 
claim for our children, for the last score (more or less) of 
years, all the blessings of the Christian Covenant. 
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édtirse it could mean it, but it need not, and generally 
does not. We read in the Gospel of the Baptisms of beds 
and tables, where it only means ceremonial sprinkling. 
Again, we read that the Jews when they come from the 
markets, ‘except they are baptized, eat not,’’ where it 
only means that they ceremonially poured water over their 
hands.—(Mark vu. 4.) 

But are there not some Greek prepositions that when 
they are used in connection with Baptism make it mean 
Immersion? No, there are not. The prepositions re- 
ferred to are ‘‘en’’ (in), ‘“‘eis’’ (into), and ‘‘ek’’ (out of). 
We read that Jesus came and was baptized in ‘‘eis’’ Jor- 
dan ;—and we are asked, ‘‘Does not the use of the pre- 
position “eis?” mean that He went right ‘into’ (and 
therefore ‘‘under’’) the water; ‘‘and so was Immersed?” 
No, it does not! The preposition ‘‘eis’’ is always 
used after a Verb of Motion. ‘‘Jesus was baptized in or 
at Jordan’’—mieht have been rendered ‘‘en’’ Jordan. 
But ‘Jesus came and was baptized’? requires ‘‘eis.”’ 
“Wash in the Pool of Siloam’’ might be rendered ‘‘en’’ 
the Pool. But ‘Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam’? required 
“eis’”’, because of the preceding verb ‘‘Go”’; and did not 
in the least imply that the blind man insmersed him- 
self.—(John ix. 7.) : 

In other cases the sense of the passage must deter- 
mine the meaning, ‘‘Philip and the Eunuch went down, 
both of them, into (eis) the water, and he baptized him; 
and they came up, both of them, out of (ek) the water” 
(Acts viii, 88). Here commonsense settles the question 
against immersion, for we never read of a Baptism where 
both baptizer and convert were immersed. 

And, again, the prepositions ‘‘ek’’ and ‘‘en’’ have a 
very wide range of meanings. lor instance, our Lord 
said, ‘‘If I be lifted up from the earth,’’ and He used the 
preposition ‘‘ek’’ (out of the earth). So we read, ‘‘to 
smite with (en) a rod of iron,’’ “‘Swear neither by (en) 
Heaven nor by (en) the earth,’ ‘‘They did to (en) him 
“whatever they listed,’’ ‘“Two women shall be ‘grinding at 

Le 

  

so we simply have to draw our conclusions from the facts 
that are known to us. 

In the first place, Baptism by Immersion, to ‘be ear- 
ried out in a decent and seemly manner, requires dres- 
sing sheds or tents, and changes of clothing. There is 
nothing to make us think that. John had the tents or 
sheds; nor that his converts brought with them changes 

of clothing, 

“But,”’ say our Baptist friends, ‘‘in India and Africa — 
we baptize hundreds of natives who have no changes of 
clothing, They don’t in the least mind getting wet and 
getting dry again; in fact they enjoy it!’ À 

Yes, but our Lord was not a half-dressed Indian or 
African peasant. He was dressed as a Jewish gentleman. 
At His Crucifixion His clothes were divided among four 
soldiers; and that did not include the Seamless Robe, for 
which they cast lots. ds 

But besides baptizing our Lord, John baptized great 
numbers of men and women of all ranks of Jewish so- 
eiety. It would be absurd to imagine that such people 
would be willing to get wet through and walk ahout till 
they were dry again. .If they had to ‘be immersed, proper 
provision must needs have been made for them; of all 
which we read nothing, 

Beside, ceremonial Baptisms were of constant prac- 
tice in the cases of proselytes, and they were usually 
effected by Sprinkling. 

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye . 
shall be clean.’’—(Ezek. 36., 25). 

Again we read that our Lord made and baptized more 
disciples than John; and probably continued the practice 
through His three years’ ministry; and it would be absurd 
to think that wherever our Lord went He took tents with 
Him (seeing that He had nowhere to lay His head), or 
that those whom He baptized had always their changes of 
clothing handy. = 

But—we are often asked—doesn’t the Greek word 
““Baptizo’’ mean “immerse’’? No, not necessarily. Of 

16 

    

kt 



One last difficulty. Does not St. Paul say that in 

“buried’’ in Baptism unless we go under: the water as 
Christ presumably went under the earth? 

But unfortunately for our Baptist friends, Christ 

  

was not ‘‘buried’’ at all. Jewish tombs were sometimes 

ornamental buildings, erected in people’s own gardens, 

eround, a room hewn out of the rock, with a table or slab 
of rock in the centre on which ‘the Sacred Body was laid; 
and on the morning of the First Day of the week, our À 

  

| Lord simply stepped off the table, or slab, and walked out 
of the room. , .. 

Examine St. Paul’s teaching a little more closely, 

died with Christ, been buried with Christ, raised from the 
dead with Christ, and made to sit with Christ in the 
Heavenly places. Ask our Baptist friends how all these 
happened, and they will tell. you that the Burial and 

    

                        

    

emerged from it; but that the Death and Ascension and 

friends! Cannot they see that all these experiences are 
spiritual—not some spiritual and some literal? They 
would see it easily enough if they hadn’t a theory to sup- 

If the reader has had the ‘baptismal water poured or 

that the Lord requires. 
19 

    
 Baptism we are buried with Christ? And how can we be 

 . ‎ go under the earth at all. Jewish burials were notו |
‚under the soil as ours are. In our sense of the word, Christ ee 

- eaves—natural ones or artificial; but oftener they were 

= and containing shelves on which the body was placed and. 
left to decay. So Joseph’s tomb was an apartment above — 

and you will find that he speaks of Christians as having — À 

_ Resurrection happened when we went under the water and 

| Glorification are to be spiritually understood! O foolish 

_ port! Indeed this teaching about Immersion typifying the | 
. Burial and Resurrection of Christ—though a favourite — 

- idea in the Middle Ages—cannot be found earlier than the 
fourth century. 

    

  

      

sprinkled on him in the Name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, he may rest assured that all has been done 

(en) the mill,’’ ‘‘Swine feeding on (en) the mountains,’ 
“The High Priest goes into the Temple with (en) the 
blood of others,” “The Lord cometh with (en) ten thous- 
and of His Saints,’’ ‘‘He agreed with the labourers for 
(ek) a penny a day,’’ ‘‘Let my two sons sit on (ek) Thy 
right hand, and (ek) Thy left.’? So in Matthew in, 16, 
and'in’ Mark i, 10; we read that our Lord, after His Bap- 
tism, went up straightway ‘ ‘out of the water”? ; and in 
one of those passages the Greek preposition is ‘‘ek/? (out. 
of) the water? ee we then. LORS that our Lord had 
been under the w ‘‘ek’? the 
water? No!—no.more than we need eondlude that our. 
Lord’s word in John xii. 32, about being lifted up ‘‘ek’’ 
the earth, meant that He had been under the ground. We 

                            

might multiply examples almost endlessly, of the Ne : 
terminate way in which ‘‘en’? and ‘‘ek’? are used; 
that they can neither of them ever be pushed to such ans 
exclusive meaning as to prove immersion. But it is im- 
possible in an elementary booklet like this to go exhaus- 
tively into the Greek. We must ask our readers to accept 
our assurance that there is ‘no preposition, nor any other. 
word, in the New Testament that necessarily implies that 
Baptism must be by immersion—and there is a great deal 
to show the contrary. 

But, we may be asked, ‘Is there any Greek word 
that our Lord might have used for Baptize: that does 
mean an ο ση. dip? tt” 

Yes, there is the word “Embaptizo,’’ eompounded of- 
“en’’ and ‘‘baptizo,’’ and it occurs twice in the New Tes- 
tament, and each time it is our Lord Who uses it. ‘‘He 
that dippeth (embaptizes) his hand with Me in the dish,’’ 
‘Tle to whom IT shall give a sop when I have dipped 10% 

- (embaptized it). — (Matt. xxvi. 23, and Mark xiv. 20.) 
Now if our Lord had told His disciples to go and 

>) mbaptize” all nations, we should have had no choice 
but to immerse. But our Lord did not. He-used the word 
which in actual Jewish practice generally meant to 

sprinkle, and so His Chureh has generaliy, understood 0 
Him. 3 
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πας are un things you must x if you woul no 
guilty of msking and perhaps πα Jo ch 

ist, you must pray both. for οσα. are fo the 
hr stian parents have this great privilege and pow 

“Prayer moves the hand that moves the world. 

ave all turned out Do Doya and girls alike: ther 
n’t a black-sheep in the family; and I put it all d Wi 

to Mother’s prayers. From the time the first baby wa 
born, Mother told me that she used. to give five minute 
ay to pray, for the baby.” 0 

arent” are you if you don’t pray for your childre 0 
1 uld you not pray for your children regularly, earnest 
j | erely i in general terms, but constantly laying be- 

God the particular individual needs, sins, tendencie: 
and dangers of cach child? Talk to God daily about the 

tempers, their little disobediences, their sick 169868 
ein childish faults.. Later on, talk to God abou thei 
hooling, about their courtships, about their paths i 

Use, first, this great privilege of prayer. RS 

‘Secondly, brine them. an you to ο... Don 
t until you think they can understand. Children lear 
reat deal, even though they don’t understand it all 
nk what a Bond effect a ων hour in the Gardens 

CHAPTER IV, 

A WORD TO PARENTS. 

serned, the οι. ond end es their Fes un 
ng? Shall you presently send them to Sunday School 
ind then throw off all further responsibility, as if br 
ng them to Baptism and sending them to Sunday Schoo 

re all that God expects and requires of you? 

Alas! that is the case with thousands of parents. | 
ousands of homes the little ones are brought for En 0 

ism; solemn promises are made on their behalf—prom 
ses for the fulfilment of which God will hold those 
nts responsible; afterwards | they are taught some ele- 
rentary prayers, and perhaps a little hymn, and presentl: 
ent to a School, and the parents seem to persuad 

ο your ehren to on unless. you. ας. me: 
sk God? 8 grace to follow up the am wit  



CHAPTER V. 

  

. À WORD TO THE READER. 

You who read this little book are probably baptized; 
you have been received into the membership of the Chris- 
tian Church, and have thereby received the right to share 
in all its privileges. Forgiveness of sins, the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and Eternal Life have all been put within 
your reach. 

Have you, from the bottom of your heart, thanked 
God for such great blessings, and rejoiced in them, and a 
are you living the faithful, thankful life that should be = 
lived by one who has been so highly privileged? 

I£ so, thank God for His grace that has enabled you 
to live that Christian life; and be sure that He Who has 
begun that good work in you will carry it on to its com- 
pletion in Heaven! 

But if not—if, like so many, you are despising and | 
neglecting them—be sure that those baptismal privileges 
which you are refusing will be the greatest witness - 
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Responsibility is increased by knowledge and priv- 
ilege. The servant who knew not his Lord’s will, and 
therefore did it not, or did it imperfectly, shall be beaten 
with but few stripes; but the servant who knew it, and 
did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes. : 

In your Baptism God offered and pledged, and still 
offers and pledges, to you three great blessings :— 

First, Forgiveness of Sins—the wiping out of that old 
black debt of sin which stood between you and everything 
good, burdening your conscience, hindering your prayers, 
and paralysing all your efforts after right. In your Bap- 
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against you in the Day of Judgment.   
Let us pray that when death calls us to resign our | 

version and Sanctification, members of His Church 

   

  

   
    

   
   
    

    

    

          

    
     

       
    

  

    

    

   
   
    

   

the mother and baby have to leave early. The duty and 
- privilege of public worship are the second duty: that you 

owe to your children, 

Thirdly, Holy Communion. See that you come your- 
selves; and bring up your children to look forward to the 
day when they may accompany you. Let it be a part of 
your Christian married life that you come together—say, 
once a month, at least—to this sacred ordinance. ‘Train 
your children to sit quietly in the church during the few 
minutes while you parents come forward to the Holy 
Table. 

Teach them their Catechism, as well as their Bible; 
encourage them to look forward to Confirmation as open- 
ing the door for them to the Lord’s Table. 

lastly, Christian parents, begin now the practice 
of all these duties. Don’t procrastinate! Don’t say, 
‘‘There is plenty of time; we will begin all those things 
when the children are bigger.’’ Unless you begin at once 
you will probably never begin at all; but you and your 
children will drift together, unless God’s merey awaken 
you, to that dreadful place where there is weeping an 
gnashing of teeth! 

All too soon our time of discharging our duties will 
be ended, If day by day we neglect our duties they will 
become harder and harder, as our children become less 
easy to mould and train; and as our own Godless habits 

become more fixed. 

But if, day by day, we ask God’s Grace to discharge 
those duties faithfully, they will become easier and easier, 
as our children grow in the Love and Grace of God. 

charge, we may be able to do so with the thankful sense 
that we have done what lay in our power to ensure that 
our children shall not only be, by Baptism, members of 

~Christ’s Church Militant here on Barth; but also, by Con- 

Triumphant in Heaven. 
ο. 22 

  

    



  

APPENDIX. 

, THE WORD ‘‘REGENERATE. ’ 

es Jr ER 

À difficulty in the use of our Prayer Book Service of 
Holy Baptism is sometimes found by those who do not 
understand the word ‘‘Regenerate’’ (‘‘seeing now that 
the child is regenerate’). Let us see, then, what it 
means. 

Kirst, it docs not mean ‘‘conversion,’’ or a change of 
heart. Modern writers do use the word in that sense, and 
we may freely admit that that is quite an allowable mean- 
ing. But that is only another example of the way in 
which words gradually acquire new meanings. Our 
Lord and St. Paul, and the older Christian writers, do 
not use the word in that sense, nor can that meaning be 
even forced into their words. 

Our Lord promised His Apostles that in the ‘‘Palin- 
genesis’’—the Second Genesis, the New Beginning—(com- 
pare His promise, ‘‘Behold I make all things new, or 
anew’’)—they should sit on twelve thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. There is nothing of conversion 
there—though the word in our Bible is Regeneration. 

Then St. Paul says that Christ saved us by two 
things, by the Washing (literally Laver) of Regeneration, 
and by renewing of the Holy Ghost, 7.e., by the renewing 
which the Holy Spirit effects. St. Paul is. here simply 
echoing our Lord’s words, that “he that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved,’ ‘‘Except a man be born of water 
and the Spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.’ 
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tism God offered and pledged to you the forgiveness of 

all that: 
‘“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the Name 

of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins.’’—Acts i. 38. 
«And now “why tarriest thou? Arise and be baptized, and 

wash away thy sins; calling on the Name of the Lord.’’ 
— Acts xxü. 16, 

‘tT believe in one Baptism for the remission of sins.*/-— 
Nicene Creed. 

Secondly, in your Baptism God offers and pledges to 
you the Gift of the Holy Spirit, changing your nature, and 
so enabling you to live as one of His children. 

And, Thirdly, in your Baptism God offers and pledges 

to you ternal Life. 
All these are yours as soon as you accept Christ as 

your Lord and Saviour; and Baptism is given us as God’s 

sacramental pledge of ‘them all. Have you eagerly and 
thankfully grasped all these promises and blessed God 
for them? And are you living a life of faith and prayer 
and conquest of sin? 

If you are not, will you not claim, even to-day, the 
forgiveness, help and hope which are your Covenant priv- 
ileges in Christ! 

Ask for these Covenant blessings, humbly claim them 
in Christ—find experimentally how God answers. your 
prayers—and go on to live as a son or daughter of AT 
mighty God;—lest some day you. should vainly wish that 
you had never been born in a Christian land, never heard 
the Gospel offer of salvation, never been admitted to the 
Christian Covenant. 

But that wish ean never be Branted| You have heard 
the Gospel; you can never be as though you had not heard 
it. The responsibility has become yours: you can never 
get rid of it. May God give us grace to face it boldly, 
to thank Him for these glorious possibilities and to live 
up to them; until with the great army of the conquerors 
we pass from membership in the great Church Militant 
on Barth to membership in the greater Chureh Tr jumps 
ant in Heaven, 
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SOME BLEMENTARY TEACHING ON a _ CONFIRMATION. os 

Olea ο ο ο ο... 
νο ce os Wealise.on Baptism, it seéme molt A 

few words should be added on the allied s en : rmation, : Be ubject of Co 
ασπρο every pach ARR ο ο... ο ο ο ΡΑΦΙ probably once in two sic 

is, there comes.a time of preparation for Confins ne hen, to those who present themselves, efforts are mad 

WHAT, THEN, Is CONFIRMATION 
‘Hinst—Confirmation is the Ordinance tn. à of hands by one of the Chief Ministers : ie Ghee ‘Sign and means of blessing, —_— ee It is practised (as the P 

mple of the Apostles: 
8 infants it is the natur 

Prayer Book says) afte r th 

ooked upon as the D ptized) it has com a 

oor of Admission to Holy Co 

__It consists of two parts; which though to-day joi 
© joined. The 

ne of His chief Mini | | | 
is as a sequel to the first (the Public να = 

Piet our young os are admitted to Holy ¢ om 

And in the ase of all (whenever ba 

fi 

bring into a family, to ‘‘Re-generate”’ is to bring into a 
new family. Born in sin, inheritors of the guilt and condem- 
nation of the First Adam, they are in Baptism ‘‘regen 
rated’’ into the family of God; being received into th 

number of His Covenant people, the Christian Chure 
‘The Prayer Book itself explains its own use of the word 
vhen it bids us thank God: 2 

“That it hath pleased Thee to Regenerate this child with 
_ Thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for Thine own child by adop- 

tion, and to incorporate him into Thy Holy Chureh.’’ 

‘And again; le Lo do 
Seeing that this child is Regenerate and Grafted into 

the Body of Christ’s Church.’? % λος 2 

-in each of 
former. a , oe ies 

Conversion, a change of heart, is necessary if 

would be saved; but Baptismal Regeneration is not Con- 
version, any more than Circumcision was Conversion. St 

which passages the latter phrases explain the 

Paul would have been shocked if he had known that mod- 
ern writers would accuse him of talking about ‘‘the wash- 
ing (‘Laver’) of Conversion.” It is simply the Lord’ 
appointed way of formally receiving us and our childre 
into the New Covenant, It is putting the child into the 

_ position of a shareholder in the great Christian Society— 
giving him the right to claim his share of every privileg 
and blessing that belong to the Christian Church,  



How absolutely essential ων is in the nn 
e we need not again point out. Christ said, ‘‘He that 

elieveth, and is baptized, shall be saved.” In Rom. vire 
1 Cor. xii., 13; Gal. iii., 27; Col. ii., 12, ete., Baptism is 

) ken of as the ordinance that: specially unites us to 

Now you who read this little book have been bap- 
ized , and therefore, as far as the outward ordinance goes, | 
hat Christ requires has been done. Your parents have 

already claimed for you, by Baptism, a membership in the 
hristian Church. Your Baptism, though you knew 
othing about it, was a claiming on your behalf of all the = 
lessings and privileges that belong to membership in mp 2 
Yhristian Church. 

But a Baptism without the consent of the baptizedi 
person is obviously not complete. Our Baptist friends 

will quickly point that out to you if you ask them. It 
ood and scriptural, because the Bible teaches us plainly 

that Christian parents have the right of claiming Coven- 
ant blessings for their children. (The promise is to you 

your children.) But such Membership can seareely 
be regarded as anything more than Conditional Member- 
Ship, until the baptized person grows old enough to under- 
stand what Christ has done for him, how sins are forgiven, 2 

d what helps Christ has provided for the Christian life, | > 
what awful possibilities of Salvation or Condemnation 0 

sts upon his choice. And when that time comes every 
srson must make up his mind for himself—either to den 
re or to refuse membership in Christ’ 8 Church. 

Now, Iniant Bou seems so clearly in accordance 
1 6 mind of Christ, and is 0 probably an apostolie 
ctice, and is so certainly a practice of the primitive | 
urch, that we dare not give it up. How then are we to 
come its obvious incompleteness? Why, plainly, by 
yee it: SANTO the consent that is wanting 

29 

This part ot Confirmation is rer not 
needed i in the case of persons who have been publicly bap 
tized as adults. They may be admitted to Holy Commun- 
on immediately; as may be also any persons who, in any 

Christian Communion, have made Public Confession of 
their faith in Christ. 

But the blessing conferred by the Laying-on of Hands 
will never be lightly esteemed by the earnest Christian 
‚and even those who have been publicly baptized as adults 
—from whom, therefore, a repetition of their Profession 
.of Faith is not of necessity required— will nevertheless do 
well to come with the others to the Confirmation service 
that they may receive God’s blessing in the old Seriptural 
and Apostolie way. 

In Hebrews vi., 2, ως: and the ו‎ 0 
Hands are spoken of as among the Six Foundation Doc- 
_trines of the Christian Church; evidently indicating that 
they are meant to be of permanent obligation. 

The whole Christian Church practises the Laying-on 
of hands at Ordinations; the English and Lutheran 
Churches, and churches in communion with them, pra 

- tise it also at Confirmation. The Roman Church has sub- 
‘stituted for it, we believe, a light blow on the cheek: at 

_ Confirmation, as a sign that the Christian must be pre- 
pared to suffer with Christ. About the practice oe the 
Greek Church we have no knowledge. 

> | We are sometimes asked whether the passage n 
Hebrews. vi., 2, about the laying-on of hands refers to 0 
dination or to Confirmation, or to both? It refers, we be- 
lieve, to both. Ordination must, of course, be within its 
meaning, but it is difficult to imagine that the writer was 
referring to Ordinations only, because the laying-on of 
hands could then scarcely be included among Foundation 
_Doctrines; since Ordination is no part of the normal 02 
_perience of the vast majority of Christian people. We 
conclude, then, that the writer of the Hpistle to the Heb- 
rews was really referring to some such service as what 
we call Confirmation.  
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ike to be saved by Christ without the obliga 

nfessing Him before men! Dear Friend, none o 
. Neither does Christ offer to save us on a 

He requires eonfession and the bearing | 
ss as a condition of discipleship; and it is onl 

e confession that gives vitality and reality to 
Scipleship. And Confirmation is one of the ‘est possibl 

tunities of confessing what is, I hope, the 
r hearts: namely, that we really want (in the word 
Baptismal promise), not to be ashamed to confes 

aith of Christ Crucified, but manfully to fight undeı 
nner N Sin, the World, and the Devil, and % 

nd New " neue and ו‎ is ο. defi. 
ecorded as. connected with ib oe xh 0-0 רו‎ to 

p, our Church has, in God? 8 ο. a ; 
to it as to an ordinance handed down to us from 
olic times, a trust for us to hand o ו‎ gen- 

‘dare not give up either: Infant, Baptism or Con- 
n, or the Three Orders of the Ministry, ort )- 
e of phe: Christian Sunday instead of the Jewis 

aposto ic teaching and practice; even thouen for 
these can direct: Seriptural authority be sho n, 

hough each of these has been given up by this 0 
ristians or that, 

aying-on of the Apostles’ hands the Holy ah st 
À Acts zul, And who will dare to 
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nd to do as was then promised for you?’ This is 
s asked at Confirmation. ‘‘Do you acknowledge and r 
y. the promises and the profession then made on your 

- And the answer is “I DO!’ Could you giv 
ther answer? Could anyone possibly say ‘‘No! 1 d 
ntend to repent or to believe or to serve God as. 
promised I should??? : 

If anyone should say anything so wicked he wot 
be an apostate from Christ—in danger of being lost 

‚ever. 
But many young ων. say, “T don’t intend to « 

my Baptism. I do intend to repent and_ believe a 
serve God. But I won’t come forward to acknowle 
publicly, i in Confirmation.” Why not? Are you as 
of Christ? Are you ashamed of your Baptism? 0 
you ashamed of your Church that on are so ll ₪ 
fulfil her requirements? | : 

ος Or does the trouble lie de a . your good 
= tions eo Ven so ο... SO ο unformed and AZ y 

any cross, any trial? Al: 
ko to be Christians in et 
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‚your responsibility to. Boe 
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hannel of fresh eos and power, ne 

your responsibili 

ds, and the Holy Container spread ‘bef 
da by. Sunday, means just what it is called 

hrist,’? that Be Him you. m 
or daily needs, Per 

me, then, aout frivolity, kur Aw witho 
ce rding to your faith be it unto you.’ ( 
ation believing nothing, expecting noth 2 

1 receive nothing! But come in faith, askiı 
great measure of His best. blessings, : 
ia God will give you even more 

Thon. .. coming. to a rade 
Large petitions with thee ‘bring! 
For His grace and power are such. 
None can Bier a Rx le : 
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BE Oh let me feel Thee near me; 

. The world is ever near ; 

I see the sights that dazzle, 

The tempting sounds I hear; 

My foes are ever near me, 

Around me and within; 

But, Jesus, draw Thou nearer, 

And shield my soul from sin. 

  

Oh, let me hear Thee speaking 

In accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion, 

The murmurs of self-will; 

Oh speak to re-assure me, 

To hasten, or control; 

Oh speak, and make me hear Thee, 

Thou Guardian of my soul. 

S
a
g
e
   

© Jesus, Thou hast promised 

To all who follow Thee, - 

That where Thou art in glory 

There shall Thy servant be; 

Mi And, Jesus, I have promised 

 !‎ : To serve Thee to the endו

1 ; Oh give me grace to follow 

My Master and my Friend. 

  

  

Oh let me see Thy footmarks 

And in them plant mine own: 

My hope to follow duly 

Ts in Thy strength alone. 

Oh guide me, call me, draw me, 

Uphold me to the end; 

And then in Heaven receive me, 

My Saviour and my Friend. Amen, 

—Rev. John EH. Bode. 
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