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IM A G E  W O R S H IP  A N D  T H E  
S Y D N E Y  «  C H R O N IC L E .”

T he article on Image Worship in the 
first number of this Journal, avowedly com­
piled from the unanswerable treatise of 
Mr. Tyler, late Fellow of Oriel College, 
Oxford, and now Canon Residentiary of 
St. Paul’s, London, lias been noticed at 
some length, in two numbers of the Syd7iey 
Chronicle, Avith an expression of regret that 
the assumed contributor to the Guardian, 
would not have an opportunity for a reply 
until another month had elapsed; hut that 
he Avould not, perhaps, be sorry for it, as it 
would enable him to study the subject tho­
roughly, before he came to it again. W e  
did not read the articles in question for 
several days after their publication, and 
being strengthened in the conviction, that 
the Guardian had not, in any one particu­
lar, misrepresented the doctrine of the 
Romish Church on Image Worship, and 
being also further assured of the accuracy 
of Mr. Tyler’s citations, (though that was 
unnecessary,) we had thought it not desira­
ble to return to the subject j but on recon­
sideration, it has occurred to us, that our 
silence might by some be misconstrued 
into an admission that an apology (a de­
fence is out of the question) could he 
offered for so unscriptural a practice, we 
have again directed onr attention to the 
subject, in connexion with the Chronicle’s 
remarks.

W e  pass ov'er the usual compliments, 
“  Protestant malice,”  “  meanness,”  “  de- 
“  ception,”  “  dishonesty,”  &c., as unworthy 
of notice, and will examine ivhatis tangible. 
It is asked by the Chronicle, in reference 
to the assertion that, “  for 300 years after- 
Christ, no images or pictures were allowed 
to be placed in Christian C h u rc h e s—  
how they could be so placed when there 
■were no Churches ? To this we reply, by 
asking, did the Primitive Christians meet 
for worship at uncertain places, and in un-

buildings ? Let St. Paul answer. 
W hen reproving the Corinthians for using 
profane banquetings and feastings in a 
sacred place, he says, “  Have ye not houses 
to eat and drink in, or despise ye the 
Church of God ?”  (EKicXijarta not oiKia.) 
Have ye not places or houses proper for 
ordmary and .common repast, that ye come 
to the Church or house of God for that 
purpose ? “  I f  any man hunger let him eat
at home.”  1 Cor. xi. 22,

Mede, quoting Clemens Romanus, says, 
“  God has ordained W H E R E  and by Avhat 
persons he Avishes oblations to be pre­
sented.”  Ignatius also says, “  But having 
come together unto the same place, have 
one common prayer— ^wherefore, come ye 
all together as unto one temple, (eva vaov) 
Tertullian also laments that the Christian 
should come from making idols into the 
Church, {ecclesiatn) from the Avorkshop of 
the enemy, into the house of God, fin  
domum Dei.J. There is abundant testi­
mony also to prove the existence of 
Churches in the third century, during the 
prevalence of five persecutions. It  appears 
from Theodoret, that Churches existed in 
Persia, a Pagan Kingdom; surely then, 
they were to he found in the more civilized 
parts of the Roman Empire. This objec­
tion of the Ch'onicle, Ave regard as perfectly 
frivolous. No one Avill imagine that the 
Churches of the early Christians Avere mag­
nificent edifices, such as Avere erected in 
the time of Constantine, and from Justinian 
to the tenth century; the primitive Chris- 
stian had frequently to meet together for 
the purpose of divine Avorship, at the 
hazard of their lives, and they generally 
assembled in an upper room of a building, 
(Avaj^Eov or YTTeywov) such as the Latins 
called coenaculum, being as M ede says, 
“  the most large and capacious of any 
other, so likcAvise, the most retired and 
freest from disturbance, and next to Hea­
ven, as having no other room above it.”  
But even under these circumstances, Ave 
see no reasonAvhy images or pictures should 
not he introduced, except that such a hea­
thenish custom had not the sanction of the 
primitive Church.

In reference to Pope Gregory the Great, 
it was asserted in the Guardian that, “  he 
maintained the usefulness of Images for 
instruction’s sake, though he strongly pro­
hibited their being worshipped.”  It was 
intended to show that Image W orship was 
a gradual innovation, and that the teaching 
of this Pope, A .D . 598, Avas different from 
that of Thomas Aquinas, and Bonaventura, 
who lived 1260-70. To this the Clu'onicle

replies; “  St. Gregory did, it is true, 
commend the zeal of the Bishop of Mar­
seilles, Avhen he broke some images Avhich 
had, by recent converts from Paganism, 
been used as idols, hut lie reproA'ed the 
act of breaking them, even under such 
circumstances; for, of the Catholic (i') 
practice, of venerating images, he was a 
firm upholder.”  A n  instance is cited. 
“ A  rich Jew, who had been converted to 
Christianity, unjustly took possession of a 
synagogue to make a church of it, and in 
it he set up an image of the Blessed 
Virgin, and a cross. St. Gregory ordered 
the synagogue to be restored, and the 
image to he removed Avith all due venera­
tion’’ “  Had the AAwiter in the Guardian 
been aware of this,”  the Chrotiicle adds,
“  he probably Avould not have made such 
use of the letter to the Bishop of 
Marseilles. It is just one instance of the 
mode in which Protestants justify their 
separation from the Church. Any asser­
tion, hoAvever opposed to reason, or to 
historical fact, so it does but suit their 
purpose, they propagate Avith the utmost 
recklessness.”  N oav the Avriter in the 
Guardian was perfectly aware of the fact 
to which the Cla'onicle alludes. His 
object was to show that this superstitious 
practice. Image Worship, was then only 
nascent— n̂ot fully matured as in the 
times of Aquinas and Bonaventura. 
W hat St. Gregory meant by due vene­
ration we are not informed, hut Ave think 
it unreasonable to believe that he intended 
anything more than that it Avas to be 
removed AAUthout confusion or tumult. It 
was to he taken from a place of Avorship de­
cently and reverently. H e  considered that 
it Avas useful for instruction, hut on no ac­
count to he Avorshipped. Serenus, Bishopof 
Marseilles, like Phinehas of old, had been 
zealous for the honor of his God, and had 
determined to destroy the groAving eA'il, 
root and branch; for this he Avas reproved 
by the Roman Pontiff, in these Avords:—  
“ N oav, we praise you for your zeal in 
preventing anything made Avith hands 
from being worshipped, hut We apprise 
you, that you ought not to break the said 
images; for on this account is a picture 
admitted in the churches, that those who 
are unlearned, at least by looking on the 
walls, may read Avhat they cannot read in 
hooks. You ought, then. Brother, both 
to preserve them, and to prohibit the 
people from Avorshipping them ; so that 
those who are ignorant of letters may 
have the means of obtaining a knowledge ■ 
of history, and the people never sin at all
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in the adoration of the picture.”  Compare 
this with the assertion of the Guardian, 
and it will be seen that no misrepresenta­
tion is made.

Thirdly. AV ith respect to the struggles 
in the 8th century against the introduc­
tion of Images, the Chronicle remarks,—  
“  On whose part were these struggles?
............. The leaders in the holy war— the
destroyers of Images, have been almost 
exclusively profane reprobates.”  Indeed! 
The Nobles and Bishops of England 
unanimously opposed their introduction, 
and expressed their abhorrence of the 
practice of Image Worship, calling it an 
outlandish innovation, a thingto be detested 
by the Church of God. The greatest 
scholar of the age, and one most learned in 
the Scriptures, Charlemagne’s preceptor, 
the renowned Alcuin, Avrote in condemna­
tion of it. The writer in the Chronicle, was 
not, of course, aware of this fact, or, per­
haps it is more convenient to deny than to 
disprove.

Fourthly. The Guardian, (says the 
Chronicle) quotes the second Nicene Coun­
cil, to show that the Fathers there assem­
bled, differed from St. Gregory, Avhercas, 
they held precisely the same doctrine. 
But is it really so ? W e  maintain that 
Pope Gregory, A .D ., 598, sanctioned the 
admission of Images into Churches, for 
the edification of the unlearned, but de­
clared it to be unlawful to worship any 
thing made with hands. 1’he second 
Nicene Council, A .D . 787, declares, “ we 
venerate, worshij), and adore thq sacred 
Images. All persons Avho profess to 
honor the sacred Images, but refuse to 
worship them, do dishonor them, and are 
guilty of hypocrisy.”  “ But”  the Council 
adds, (cited by the Guardian) “  we must 
not worship the Images Avith latria, (su­
preme wership,) supreme Avorship is due 
only to God.”  Is not this a step in advance 
of Pope Gregory ?

W e  learn next from the Chroniele that 
D r. Arnold had afforded his testimony to 
the truth, “  that the Old Testament pro­
hibitions as to the use of images for pur­
poses of devotion, could have no force 
under a dispensation of Avhich the incarna­
tion of God is the centre;”  and that 
‘ 'images AA-ere set up by God’ s express 
direction, upon the Ark of the CoAmnant, 
and that such was the honor or worship he 
required to he paid to that matei'ial sub­
stance, with its images above, and relics 
xciihin, that thousands Avere smitten with 
death, for presuming to treat it Avith 
ii-rev eren cea n d  the Chronicle thinks it 
very unreasonable “  to siq^pose that any­
thing but positive command could make 
the use of images unlaAvful: and then, of 
course, the Avhole mat<-er Avould depend, 
like other Catholic truths, simply upon the 
question of Church authority.”  To this 
our reply is-^If the admission of images, 
accompanied by worship, have no sanction 
in God’s most Holy W ord , and can be 
proved to be contrary to the true spirit 
and real bearing of that W ord , it must 
then be rejected by all Avho are not ready

to make the W o r d  o f God o f none effect, 
by human tradition, and by teaching for 
our guidance the commandments of men. 
W h en  Ave examine the H oly  Scripture, 
from its first to its last page, we find 
throughout, oAnr and over again, in CA'ery 
variety o f language, that the formation of 
any material figure Avhatever, as an object 
of AVorship, is prohibited, and denounced 
as an abomination in the sight of the 
Divine LaAvgi\'er. A s  to the “ honor or 
Avorship required to be paid to the material 
substance, the A r k  o f the Covenant, Avith 
its images above and its relics Avithin,”  it 
is no Avherc said in Scripture that G od  
directed the people to adore the ark, or 
that the people ever did adore either it or 
the cherubim, from  the day they were 
made to the time when they Avere de­
stroyed. The Doctors of the Roman 
Church generally refer us to a passage in 
which DaA'id calls that mercy scat the 
footstool o f the Lord, and another in 
Avhich the same holy psalmist calls upon 
the faithful to worship G od’s footstool; 
and hence it is argued that the ark Avas to 
be Avorshipped, and that the images of the 
saints and o f the cross may be Avorshipped 
also. It is scarcety necessary to observe, 
that the object o f  Avorship mentioned by  
the Psalmist here is not the footstool, but 
God, at whose footstool he calls upon his 
felioAV--believers to Avorship; as he does 
elsewhere, emjAloying the same Avord, de­
claring his oAvn desire and inviting his 
brethren to “  Avorship toAvard,”  or “  at his 
holy tem ple!”

W ith respect to the Council of Trent, 
and the inference Avhich the Guardian 
dreAv from it, Ave are told by the Chro­
nicle that it is “  an exhibition of Pro­
testant malice.”  To this we have to say 
that the inference Avas justified by the 
teaching of Cardinal Bellarmin 1 W e re­
assert that he maintains images are to 
be worshipped and adored. As to the 
nature of the worship and adoration re­
quired, he adopts the most refined and 
subtle distinctions. In one section (23rd) 
he applies indiscriminately to images the 
Avords Avorship fcultus), honor (honos), 
veneration (veneratio), and adoration 
(adoratio). His OAvn opinion is the 
folloAving;— “  Images of Christ and the 
saints are to be venerated, not merely acci­
dentally and in connexion with anything 
else, but absolutely and in themselves; 
not merely on account of something else, 
but on their owm account; so that the 
reverence shall rest in the images them­
selves, considered absolutelyin themselves, 
and not only as the representations of 
some other being.”  One argument by 
which he defends this vicAV is, that the 
consecration of the image gives it a right 
in itself, and not only as the representa­
tive of another, to be Avorshipped.

Amongst the opinions prevailing in the 
Roman Church, the third, Avhich he cites, 
is— “ That images are to be worshipped 
both in themselves and on their oAvn ac­
count, but yet AAuth a worship inferior to 
that which is due to the original, Avhat­

ever that original be.”  W hat is this but 
an aAvful trifling in things concerning the 
soul! IFe noAv come to Thomas Aquinas 
and Bonaventura, and the Chronicle's 
charge of dishonesty.

St. Thomas’s Avords are, says the Chro­
nicle, “  sic ergo dicendum est, quod 
imagini Christi in quantum, puta lignum 
sculptum vel qhetum, nulla recerentia ex- 
hibetur, quia recerentia non nisi rationali 
crcaturce debetur. Relinquitur ergo quod 
cxhibeatur ei recerentia solum in quantum 
est imago, et sic sequitur quod eadem re- 
VPi'entia exhibeatur imagini Christi et ipso 
Christo." Neither Mr. Tyler, nor the 
Guardian, asserted that worship was gWen 
to carved Avood, to colors on canvas, to 
metal, or stone, or to any other material, 
merely as such. W e never thought that 
the priests and the people in the heathen 
Avorld, generally, regarded the idol as any­
thing more than a visible representation of 
an absent and unseen Deity. There were 
some, doubtless, so ignorant and blinded, 
as to look only to their idols as Gods, 
Avithout further reference to any unseen 
spiritual being; and Ave learn from Poly- 
dore Vergil, that he was an eye witness of 
such a state of things amongst Christians, 
in his time. But, generally, it was not so, 
Naclantus, Bishoj) of Clugium, giA'es us 
the true intent and meaning of the decree 
of the Council of Trent as to the nature of 
the honor and Avorship required to be paid 
to images by all who professed allegiance 
to the See of Rome, and his preaching is 
precisely that of Thomas Aquinas. Intro­
ducing his reader to this point, Naclantus 
says that the subject Avas to be considered 
under three distinct points of vicAv:—

1. T h e image may be regarded in the 
light m erely of a material figure,-—m etal, 
stone, Avood, colour, and painting, and in 
this light the image (hoAvever beautiful in 
its design and execution,) cannot be 
honored or Avorshipped.

2. Images may be regarded as things 
blessed and consecrated to G od ; and as 
soon as they are placed in a church, even 
Avithout a blessing, or any further dedica­
tion,— to deprive them of their oAvn honor­
is a crime to be accursed. Being placed 
in the Church, they are not only images of 
those beings whom they represent, but are, 
moreover, in a peculiar manner, joined to 
them ; yea, and erected in their stead.

3. They must be regarded in a strict 
sense, as Images, or similitudes and repre­
sentations ; and there being a mutual rela­
tion between the Image and the original, 
(the Image existing in the original as its 
fomrdation, on which its very existence as 
an Image depends; the original, or proto­
type, existing in the Image in Ayhich it is 
seen, and, if the case require it, honored,) 
it folloAvs that, Avhen the question of adora­
tion is enfertained, the Image is to be 
regarded not merely in its reference to the 
original, but more especially, as in itself 
containing tliat original. “  And since the 
one thing is not separated from the other, 
(for though the prototype is absolutely a 
different thing from the Image, yet, since
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it shines forth in the Image, it is not 
severed from it,) so neither is the worship 
or adoration of the two divided, but of 
both the worship and adoration is one and 
the same.”  “  Wherefore, not only must it 
he confessed, that the faithful in the Church 
do adore B E F O R E  the Image, ( as some, 
‘perhaps fo r  cautio7i sake, express theni- 
selcs,) hut also, that they do W O R S H IP  
T H E  I M A G E , 'without any manner o f  
scruple ichich you may suggest; nay, 
moreover, they venerate the Image with 
that worship with which they venerate its 
original; so that, if that original has to he 
adored with latria, (supreme worship) the 
Image also is to be worshipped with latria ;  
if with dulia or hyperdulia, the Image is 
equally to be adored with that kind of 
worship. Naclantus was a member of the 
Council of Trent, and applauded for the 
soundness of his views.

The doctrine of Thomas Aquinas, Bona- 
ventura, and Naclantus, will be the doc­
trine of the Romish Church, as to Image 
Worship.

W e  should say no more on the siAjeet, 
but that the citation that was given from 
St. Bonaventura, has been pronounced, by 
the Chronicle, “  fraudulent,” and as ex­
hibiting “  the weakness of the system of 
Protestantism, which requires meanness 
and dishonesty of the Avorst kind to sup­
port it.”  “  In the passage referred to,”  
says the Chi'otiicle, “  there are a feAV words 
Avhich clearly explain his meaning, and 
they are accordingly omitted.”  Here it is 
in an ungarbled form ; “  Quoniam ergo 
imago Christi introdueta est ad eum re- 
prcEsentandum qui pro nobis crueifixus 
est, nec offert se nobis pro se, sed pro illo ; 
ideo omnis reverentia, quod ei offertur 
exhibetur Christo. Et propterea imagini 
Christi debet cultus l̂ triae exhiberi.” 
Now Avhy did not the Chronicle turn this 
into English, for the benefit of the majority 
of its readers ? Because the “  fraud,”  the 
‘ ‘ meanness,”  the “  dishonesty,”  the “  im­
position” of the Chronicle, would have 
been made manifest, and the accuracy of 
Mr. Tyler’s citations affirmed. And Avhat 
is. the English of the ungarbled Latin 
sentence ? Here it is,— “  Since, therefore, 
the image of Christ has been introduced 
to represent him aaL o Avas crucified for us, 
and does not present itself to us for- itself, 
but for him ;  so all the reverence, which 
is offered to it, is paid to Christ, and 
therefore the worship o f  latria ought to he 
paid to the image o f  Christ.”  The sen­
tence objected to, be it remembered, is 
this; Bonaventura “  maintains, that the 
image of Christ is. to be adored Avith- the 
adoration of latria, (the highest conceivable 
worship,),because, as he remarks,, it repre­
sents him who was crucified for us, and the 
image presents itself for him.” W here is 
the discrepancy, the contradiction? W e  
leave this point te the decision of every 
nian of ordinary understanding, and the 
correctness of our translation to those who 
Understand Latin. Having given the Chro­
nicle a “  dispassionate hearing,” we now 
take leave of this subject,not regretting the

opportunity afforded us, o f more clearly 
explaining the teaching of the accredited 
Avriters of the Romish Church.

It is not our intention to reply to any 
future remarks of the Chronicle on the 
Guardian, unless it be to acknoAvledge any 
unintentional error, into AAdiich Ave may 
chance to fall, or to correct any misrepre­
sentation, of Avhich Ave may conceive we 
are justly chargeable. The teachers of 
Romanism Avill endeavour to explain aAAmy 
the unscriptural character of the system, 
and to meet the prejudices and difficulties 
of Protestants, by concealing its most for­
bidding features; but Ave shall continue to 
represent its doctrines and peculiarities as 
Ave find them in the Avritings of its autho­
rized teachers.

T H E  W O R S H IP  OF T H E  V IR G IN  
IMARY.

“  lEe are persuadedf says the Chronicle, 
“  that our devotion to the blessed Virgin 
is one o f  the greatest glories o f  our 
Church, and ice are thankful to believe, 
that in proportion as heretics on all hands 
concur in doing her dishonour. Catholics 
are continually groicing in their lore to­
wards the unspotted mother o f  their God 
and Saviour. It is to us a healthy sign 
lohen the exuberance o f  their devotion ma­
nifests itself in the very strongest terms 
that language can furnish.

*  *  *  »

“ A s  we admit the belief cial effect o f  all 
intercession, so Ave believe that of the 
blessed Virgin to be unspeakably more 
prevaihng than any other. Every Catholic 
realises the belief of St. Bernard, that 
God never refused the prayer of his 
blessed mother.” — Syd. Chronicle, July 15.

Extract from  Dr. Jelf, Canon o f  Chi'isfs 
Church, formerly Fellow o f  Oriel College, 
Oxford.

“ I t is only \\\ the name of Christ Jesus 
for H is merits alone, by virtue of His 
mediation, in answer to His all-availing 
intercession, that our prayers come up,”  at 
any time, “  as a memorial before God.”  
W ithout his name, still more, in any other 
name, prayer is utterly unavailing •, nay, 
it is sin— H e otdy is entitled to be media­
tor betAveen God and man, who unites in 
his one person the tAVo natures, the human 
and the Divine, and who in the union of 
these tAvo natures sitteth at the right hand 
of the Father. * * *. ggg
this comfortable doctrine,, ia which we 
have confidence to approach the Father, 
has been depraved by the devices of an 
ever Avatchful enemy; for it is by his 
agency, that out of the necessity for me­
diation has sprung one of the worst cor­
ruptions in the Church of Rome.^ The 
thought of mediation is natural to m an; 
we have an instinctive dread of approach - 
ing the Divine Majesty. This is the 
hidden principle of much of the theology 
of the heathens. Working-, then, upon 
this instinct of the human heart, the 
enemy of mankind not denying at first the

mediation of our Lord, nay, under pretext 
of exalting his divine person, suggests that 
the Great Mediator is himself too high 
and holy to be immediately approached; 
His mediation too exalted for ordinary, 
daily use; hence the desire to look 
around for some intermediate adv'ocate; 
and who so proper to fill that office as the 
saint of God, he, Avho having fought the 
good fight, is departed and is Avith Christ? 
And thus the adversary’s purpose is at­
tained; and so the worshipper, in very 
humility, prays to the saint, Avho is to 
mediate with our SaA'iour, who mediates 
Avith the Father, aaL o in the Sou’s name 
sends the H oly Ghost; and thus has 
Satan gained tAA'o objects; he has cor­
rupted the purity and integrity of prayer 
by human and unscriptural additions, and 
he has, in effect obscured the doctrine of 
the perfect manhood of Christ; for it is in 
quality of his perfect manhood that the 
great Intercessor, perfect God and perfect 
man, is pleased to be at all times accessible 
(we may say without presumption person­
ally accessible) to His redeemed creatures; 
yet Avho is not accessible, if  Ave dare not 
approach him Avithout the aid of a subor­
dinate inter-mediator.

“  Such are the delusions which a Church, 
arrogating to herself the exclusiA'e title of 
Catholic, has been found to sanction, to 
embody in her liturgies, as distinguished 
from the liturgies of the ancient Church, 
and to enforce upon her members, under 
pain of anathema, as good and pious 
usages condueiA’e to grace.. Hence in thcT 
Roman Litanies, after the invocation of 
the Blessed Trinity, a multitude of saints, 
varying as the occasion requires, are 
directly invoked to aid the work of grace 
by their prayers. Hence God is enti’eated 
by the blood of Thomas h Becket (surely 
in awful parody on the invocation of God 
by the merit of that blood which cleanseth 
all sins) to grant His gnace. Hence offices 
and litanies proper to the Blessed Virgin, 
as the Queen of Heaven, the giver of 
grace. Hence the entreaty to that blessed 
among women, that she would exert her 
influence over her Son.

“  Can we wonder that a system so dero­
gatory to God’s Divine Majesty, should in 
practice degenerate into errors, still more 
decidedly Anti-Christian ? Congenial, as 
it is to the natural tendencies of the human 
heart, no wonder that it has taken root 
and flourished. It is undoubtedly one of 
the mightiest engines by which Popery 
has maintained its hold of the poor igno­
rant multitude, for Polytheism is congenial 
to the natural man, and a virtual substi­
tute for a modified polytheism, under the 
name of Christianity, is practically intro­
duced, under cover of this intermediate 
worship, of the saints. Multitudes of 
worshippers in the Roman obedience 
totally neglect Christ, H is merits and me­
diation, and rest in the mediation and 
merits of the particular patron and local 
saints, looking for grace and mercy to 
them flnally. The whole earth has been 
partitioned out amongst the various saints.
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or to different modifications of the same 
name. The Blessed Virgin has been dis­
honoured, indeed her person multiplied 
by variety of titles. But what is dishonour 
done to the Virgin IMary compared with 
the dishonour done to Almighty God? and 
yet it is to a Church such as this, with 
virtual idolatry and saint worship stamped 
ujion her rituals, that we are in\dted to 
submit ourselves, as to the sole depository 
of the means of grace. O f those who are 
the victims of these errors it becomes us, 
of course, to speak mildly and charitably; 
but of the system itself, it is inconsistent 
with zeal for God’s glory to speak other­
wise than with indignation tempered with 
fear.”

T H E  S A C llIF IC E  O F  A B E L .
From  “ Sermons preached at Cambridge in Novem ­

ber, 1839.’ * B y  the K ev. H en ry  M elvill, B .D ,

T h e r e  is good reason for believing, that, 
so soon as man had transgressed, and by 
transgression brought death into the world, 
God vouchsafed him some gracious inti­
mation of his purpose of redemption, and 
instructed him in the worship which was 
suited to his altered estate. There is no 
such satisfactory account of the early in­
stitution of sacrifice as that which ascribes 
it to divine command— the Creator thus 
furnishing the first notice of that scheme 
of propitiation, which was to be develojred 
and perfected in “ the fulness of time.”  
I f  you separate the ordinance of sacrifice 
from the appointed oblation of God’s owm 
Son, you make it a cruel and repidsive rite 
which could hardly have been thought 
acceptable to a gracious, though offended. 
Divinity. But, when you consider all 
sacrifices as typifying that of Christ, and 
suppose them instituted by divine revela­
tion, you remove all strangeness from the 
ordinance itself and sufficiently explain its 
universal adoption.

W e  conclude then that Adam  was not 
left to invent a religion for himself, w'hen 
he carried Avith him from Paradise a pro­
phetic notice of the seed of the Avoman. 
God probably taught him, and, through 
him, his family and descendants, that, 
until the Deli\'crer should appear on the 
earth, victims must be slain, betokening 
consciousness that sin needed an expia­
tion, and testifying faith in that Avhich 
God had covenanted to provide. And, if 
sacrifice were thus at first divinely ap­
pointed, the approaching God with any 
other offering than that of a slain animal 
must have been highly offensive, as indi­
cating a determination to devise a religion, 
rather than conform to what had been 
prescribed.

It is this Avhich appears to have been 
the offence of Cam. W e  read in Gen. iv. 
of an assembling of the family of Adam 
for purposes of religion. W e  are told 
that “  Cain brought of the fruit of the 
ground an offering unto the Lord.”  But 
of Abel Ave read that he “  brought of the 
firstlings of his flock, and of the fat 
thereof.”  The oblation of Cain had no 
reference to the appointed mode in which

sin would be pardoned : it Avas only a 
token of thanksgiving, an acknoAvledgmcnt 
of God as the G o d  o f providence, by whose 
bounty the earth AAms overspread AA’ith the 
fruits and the flowers. B ut the oblation 
of A b el was strictly sacrificial. It Avas of  
“  the firstlings o f  his flock,”  and therefore 
proved him obedient to divine revelation, 
and aware o f the necessity of a propitia­
tion for sin. In  the Avords AA'hich precede 
our text, the apostle states that “  by faith 
A bel offered unto G od a more excellent 
sacrifice than C ain .”  It Avould be hard to 
define Avherein the faith AAms exhibited, if  
not in the nature o f the offering. Cain, as 
well as A b e l, displayed faith in the exist­
ence o f G od , and OAvned in him the 
Creator and Preserver. But Abel alone 
displayed faith in an appointed expiation, 
conforming him self, on a principle of faith, 
to Avhat had been made a fundamental 
article in the theology of the guilty. Thus 
Cain Avas the first deist, the first who held  
that reason Avas sufficient for man’s 
guidance, and that all professed revelation 
might be rejected as unnecessary. H is  
Avas the earliest display o f that haughty 
temper which still produces most disas­
trous results, w hich leads men to an 
idolatry o f their OAvn poAvers, and a super­
cilious refusal o f  assistance from above.

A n d  against deism , in this its first dis­
ciple, Avas the sacrifice of A b el a stern and 
noble declaration. I t  Avas a sacrifice, 
AA'hich, as procuring both the favour of 
God and the death o f the offerer, testified 
that there should be no forgiveness Avith- 
out propitiation, and no righteousness with­
out persecution. Th e Alm ighty may be 
said to have taken the very first opportu­
nity o f  showing that he Avill not tolerate 
the substitution o f reason for reA'olation, 
that there is but one way in which he will 
grant access to the guilty, and that those 
Avho approach b y  that way must expect 
the enmity o f a w orld, too proud for a 
system o f suretyship, or too depraved for 
one o f self-denial. So that, by and through 
his sacrifice and its consequences, was 
Abel the energetic preacher of the great 
scheme o f redem ption, the witness to our 
race, in the very infancy o f its being, o f a 
Mediator to be provided, and a Mediator 
to be rejected. A n d  not only then. H e  
sealed his testimony with his blood, but he 
was not silenced b y  death. W e  still go to 
his sepulchre, w hen we seek an eloquent 
and thrilling assertion o f the peril of  
swerving from the revealed will of G od. 
H e rises up from the earth, which drank in 
the blood o f his offering, and then of him ­
self, and Avarns the self-sufficient that their 
oAATi guidance can lead them to nothing 
but destruction. H is  voice comes pierc­
ingly from the remotest depths of time, 
attesting that he who adopts a deistical 
creed has nothing to secure him against the 
Avorst crimes, but that, abandoned to the 
meteor Avhich he has preferred to “  the 
true light”  from heaven, he may possibly 
descend, with C ain , from one enormity to 
another, till he sink beneath the vengeance 
of the B eing Avhom ho m ay reject as a

Saviour, but cannot escape as a Judge. I  
hear the utterance of this slaughtered  
w orthy. T h ey are utterances, loud and 
deep, against any one amongst us, Avho is 
too philosophical for the gospel, or too in­
dependent for a redeemer. T h ey denounce 
the rationalist Avho Avould make his the­
ology from creation, the self-righteous Avho 
Avould plead his own merit, and the flat­
terer Avho Avordd think that there m ay be a 
path to heaA'en, which is not a path o f tri­
bulation. They are more than the utter­
ances o f  any other of the righteous, AÂ ho 
m ay have been bold in the proclaiming, 
and firm in the suffering for truth. T h e y  
are m ore, because A b el was the first o f  
“  the noble army o f martyrs,”  a martyr 
Avhen the world seemed too young to fur­
nish a mm-derer, and when therefore, in  
dying, he might prove of human depravity, 
that it asked no time for groAvth, bu t Avas 
the giant and the infant at once. T h ey  are 
m ore, as having all the impressiA cncss o f  
the earliest protest, the urgency and energy  
o f a testimony against error in the m om ent 
o f birih , the pathos and persuasiA’eness of 
a warning that rose up with eAul, and ex­
posed its malignity so soon as it had shoAvn 
its existence. A n d if, whilst Ave have the 
history o f  A b el to which we refer, w e shall 
never want convincing evidence as to the 
effects o f  the fall, or the tendencies o f  
deism , or the supremacy o f revelation, or 
the identity o f the patriarchal w ith the  
Christian religion, or the invariablencss o f  
persecution for righteousness’ sake, then, 
delivering as he does, in and through the 
sacrifice b y  which his faith was displayed, 
a hom ily on points of universal interest, 
the apostle might well deny that he has 
been, or ever is, silent, affirming o f him  in  
the present tense, that “  b y  it, he, being  
dead, yet speaketh.”

S f te r a r g  ant) .S c irn ttfic .

T F I E  S A B B A T I C  E I V E R .
I n the History of the Wars of the Jews, 
(vii. 5) Josephus gives the folloAving de­
scription of a very remarkable river :—

“  N ow  Titus Caesar tarried some time at 
Berytus, as we told you before. H e  then 
removed and exhibited magnificent shews 
in all the cities of Syria, through Avhich he 
went, and made use of the captiA’e Jews as 
public instances of the destruction of that 
nation. H e there saAv a river, as he went 
along, of such a nature as deserves to be 
recorded in history. It runs in the midst 
between Area belonging to the kingdom 
of Agrippa, and Raphanea. It has some­
what peculiar in it ; for when it runs its 
current is strong and has plenty of water, 
after Avhich its springs fail for six days to­
gether, and leave its channel dry, as any 
one may see; after which days it runs on 
the seventh day as it did before, and as 
though it had undergone no change at all. 
It has also been observed to keep thi^ 
order ;perp,e^ally ^nd; exa.ctly, whence it 
is that It is called the Sdbbatic -tjiat
designation being taken from the sacred 
seventh day of the JeAvs.”  So far Jo-
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seplius. Pliny [N . H . 31, 2] mentions a 
river which is generally considered the same, 
but his words are :— “  In Judea rivus Sah- 
batis omnibus siccatur,” implying that it 
runs six days and rested on the seventh, 
and was more consistently Jewish than 
Josephus makes it.

This river is by some persons considered 
as extinct, andin this opinion agrees Leland 
(Palestina Illustrata). Galatianus, sar­
castically enough, argues against the 
Talmudists, that— “  If  this river, while it 
existed, was a sign that the Sabbath ought 
to he observed, now since it no longer 
appears, the Sabbath should no longer be 
k e p t a  mode of reasoning which would 
make summary work of destroying aU the in­
stitutions of Divine Wisdom, and w'hich, 
unhappily, has had its votaries even in 
Christendom. Niebuhr, the celebrated 
traveller, having discovered an indepen­
dent tribe of Jews residing in Arabia, 
says— “  The circumstances of this settle­
ment have perhaps given rise to the fable 
of the Sabbatic Itiver”  But what the 
“  circumstances”  were which could give 
rise to such a “  fable,”  as he terms it, 
he does not mention; nor is it easy to 
imagine.

It is always interesting to make disco­
veries in territories trodden in vain by 
others; and it is a pleasing duty to rescue 
the reputation of an historian from unjust 
accusations. It  is also a not unworthy 
proceeding to silence, when we can, the 
sneering arguments against the perpetuity 
of the Sabbath, such as that mentioned of 
Galatianus above.

The facts of the historian must be first 
considered. After a considerable deten­
tion at Berytus (the modern Behout) Titus, 
we are told, travelled northwards to 
Zeugma, on the Euphrates, dragging at 
his chariot ■wheels thousands of the 
miserable captives of Zion, •whom he 
exhibited as proofs of his destruction of 
their nation.

It was in this march northwards from 
Beirout, that he is said to have seen the 
Sabbatic Eiver. It ran between Area and 
Eaphanea in the kingdom of Agrippa.

Perhaps it is the latter statement, that 
has hindered the discovery of the river 
till a very recent period. Travellers 
have searched for it in or near what was 
Agrippa’s kingdom, and as there are 
places called Arcea and Eaphanea be­
tween Palestine and Egypt, they have 
looked for it there. But there are t-\vo 
reasons why it is not to be expected in 
that direction. The f r s t  is sufficient—  
no such river there exists, not'withstanding 
the conjectures of a certain traveller that 
a ouadi in the desert, between Egypt and 
Jerusalem, which appeared to be occa­
sionally flooded, but which -was dry when 
he crossed it, might possibly be The 
Sabbatic River. Now , nothing is more 
common, as is well known in Australia, 
than the dry beds of rivers in countries, 
which, like Syria and Australia (the 
climates and physical conditions of which 
are closely parallel), are subject to long

droughts and sudden tempests. W e  can 
easily understand, therefore, that the 
existence of a dry ouadi in the desert, 
(especially since the expeditions of our 
recent explorers in the interior have made 
us acquainted with such phenomena) is no 
uncommon occurrence. The traveller, 
therefore, had no especial cause for taking 
the dry ouadi for the Sabbatical Eiver, 
but that which frequently brings people to 
similar conclusions— his own imagination. 
The second reason is, that the narrative of 
the historian requires, that the river 
should be at a considerable distance to 
the northward of Beirout.

Titus was on his march torvards Antioch 
when he noticed it. The river was not, 
therefore, in Agrippa’s kingdom; and 
there are reasons for supposing that the 
words TJjc'Ajgimra fiaoiXtiag are a clerical 
interpretation of one anxious to more ac­
curately define the statement of Josephus, 
by limiting it to the Area and Eaphanea 
in the south of Palestine, these being the 
only t-wo cities of those names -with Avhich 
he was probably acquainted. W h en  it is 
recollected that for ages Syria -was a terra 
incognita, and that even the existence as 
well as the locality of Beirout was scarcely 
knoAvn, it is not a very bold conjecture to 
suppose that a transcriber or scholiast 
might readily suppose the places were in 
the kingdom of Agrippa, and say as m uch; 
and it must be remembered that the name 
was itself Jewish.

But this at least is certain:— I f  Titus 
saw the river on his route northward of 
Beirout, it is to be looked for now in the 
same direction. Now about three days 
north of Beirout, about half a day from 
Tripoli, are ruins of a city called Area, or 
Arcea, and a few miles further of another 
called Eaphanea. And thus between these 
places, if at all, the Sabbatic River doubt­
less flowed.

The description given of the river by 
Josephus immediately identifies its pecu­
liar character with that of many streams 
■well known in different parts of the world. 
Several such exist in Syria yet. It rose, in 
fact, from intermitting springs. Springs of 
this character have been mentioned as well 
by ancient as by modern authors; amongst 
the former examples were the fountain of 
Jupiter, at Dodona, and that of Pliny, at 
Como, mentioned by him in his letter to 
Lieinius (iv. 3 0 ) ; and amongst the latter 
are Weeding-well in Derbyshire (Nichol­
son’s Journal, xxxv.); Lay-well, near Tor- 
bay,inDevonshire(P.T. 1693); the Bolder- 
born, in Westphalia (P.T. 1665and 1732); 
and the famous spring under Giggleswick 
Scar, in Yorkshire, which the writer has 
examined personally.

None of these, however, intermit so 
long, and some of them not so regularly, 
as the “  Sabbatic Eiver;”  yet the phe­
nomena exhibited by them serve to' exirlain 
the true character of the latter, which is 
not the only one which occurs in Syria.

This explanation will lead to the know­
ledge of the locality where the Sabbatic 
Eiver was met with.

In the valley below the Kulaat Hussn, 
near the convent of Mar Jirjius, there is a 
fountain which throws out at stated inter­
vals a body of ■neater sufficiently large to 
entitle it in Syria to the name of a river; 
in this case affording an example of that 
which is so remarkable in the case of the 
Clitumnus (Pliny to Eomanus, viii. 8), and 
of the Sorga in Vaucluse, celebrated by 
Petrarch (see xviii. 104). The fountain 
alluded to answers in all respects (save the 
expression “ in Agrippa’s kingdom” ) to 
the description of Josephus. It forms one 
head of the ancient Eleutherus, now the 
Nhr el K^bir; having Area on the south­
ward, Eaphanea, or, as it is now, Eahanea, 
on the north.

The fountain appears to have under­
gone some change since the days of 
Josephus. It is now, as Mr. W . M . 
Thomson, who visited it in 1840, was in­
formed, quiescent tico days, and active on 
the third. He was told on the spot that 
every third day St. George* descended 
and forced out the water ■with loud roar­
ing and violence, to irrigate the extensive 
plantations of this richest of Syrian con­
vents. He examined the limestone cave 
from which the water flowed, in the midst 
of a region of trap rock (the junction of 
the two fonnations probably causing the 
collection of the water), but it Avas on one 
of the resting days; he saw, however, 
abundant traces of the volume of water 
Avhich had rushed along only the day 
before.

Josephus says the river ran on the 
seventh day, and rested six ; Pliny says it 
flowed six, and was dry on the seventh; 
now, it rests two days and runs on the 
third. There is no necessity to suppose 
that St. George, out of especial kindness 
to the monks, made the rNer do double 
duty; or that since the time of Pliny it 
has grown old and lazy, and can only do 
half as much as it did 1800 years ago; for, 
in all probability, both Josephus and Pliny 
stated the facts in some degree inaccu­
rately, having repeated what they had 
been told. The number of days alluded 
to by each, though divided differently by 
both, points to some determination to 
mark a correspondence with a period of 
JeAvish time. Whichever is the truth, 
there is a decided alteration now; but 
this alteration may be explained in a satis­
factory Avay. W e  cannot represent the 
case very distinctly for want of a diagram; 
but by the employment of two letters, the 
Greek and the Eoman Q , we may be 
able to explain.

The inverted as in  the figure, re­
presents a reservoir o f  Avater under the 
convent: the tail of the Q  represents a 
rill of Avater flowing

( ^ a
into the reservoir. The letter Q (placed

*  In  passing, it m ay be observed how remarkably 
this superstition bears out the analogy of the guardian­
ship o f modern patron saints Avith that o f the minor 
deities of the ancients. P lin y  distinctly states (in  
loc. cit.) that the prophetic oracles delivered in the 
temple at Clitumnus testified the immediate presence 
of the river-god of that name.
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sideways) represents a syphon commen­
cing at the bottom of the reservoir, rising 
upwards and terminating lower than the 
bottom of the reservoir.

Now if the capacity of il  be greater 
than that of the tail of the Q , the flow of 
water tlirough O, will intermit. I f  both 
were of equal capacity, the reservoir 
would he always full and nev"er intermit. 
The periods of intermission will also 
depend on the relative differences in ca­
pacity between the Q and the Q. I f  it 
required six days for the tail of the Q. to 
fill the reservoir, and the syphon O could 
exhaust it in one day, we have the con­
ditions mentioned by .losephus, a river 
running only on the Sabbath. I f  the tail 
of the Q could fill the reservoir in one 
day, and the i2 could drain the su])ply 
only in six days, we have the conditions 
mentioned by Pliny, a river runniny six 
days and resting on the serentli. I f  the 
modern statement is correct, the supply 
fills the reservoir in about two and a-halt 
days, and the syphon draws it ofiP in half a 
day.

Admitting the account of Josephus to 
be strictly accurate, during the centuries 
since his time the following changes must 
have occurred. Either the tail of the Q  
and the must have increased, so that 
the reservoir can be filled in two and a 
half days, and the syphon must carry off' 
three times the old stipply in half the 
tim e ; or if they remain unchanged, the 
reservoir must be reduced to about a-third 
of its ancient dimensions. The former 
supposition is untenable, because that 
which was called a rirer by Josephus is 
scarcely such at present. But if a very 
common geological change has taken place 
during the eighteen centuries which have 
elapsed, i. e. if alluvial debris, or (perhaps) 
fallen rocks from the roof have partly 
filled up the reservoir, then, of course, the 
flow would be more frequent. I f  Pliny’s 
account be true, then the reservoir must 
be enlarged, since it requires now more 
time to fill it. There is no necessity, 
however, to adopt either conclusion. 
Supposing the Sabbatic River to have 
been always what the stream at Mar 
Jirjius is at present, the difference in the 
ancient accounts may be accounted for on 
the supposition that the statements were 
jnade from reports of persons who had a 
taste for “  travellers’ tales,”  and under the 
inclination to conform the statements to 
the Jewish division of time.

M r. Tlmmson and Captain Newbold, of 
the Indian army, from the former of whom 
the particulars are derived, visited the 
locality in October, 1845, having pre­
viously been there in 1840. H e  visited 
and examined the ruins of the magnificent 
temple at Area, then went north along 
the line of the ancient Roman road, accor­
ding to the itineraries and old geogra­
phers. A t length he came to the dry 
channel of a wide stream, coming from 
the mountain on which the convent is 
built. Two or three hours farther north 
he crossed another river, called Abrosh

or Leper’s River, on the banks of which 
there is an ancient site, still called 
Uahanea, the exact Arabic pronunciation 
of the Haphanea of Josephus.

“  I spent the night,”  says Mr. Thomson, 
“  with an old Sheikh of the Ansairiyeh, at 
a village about twenty miles to the west of 
the convent. The Sheikh was not only 
acquainted with the fountain, which he 
called Ncba el Fiiar, but immediately 
gave to the stream itself the name of Nhr 
Sebty, or seventh day river; and he in­
sisted it ran only once every seven days, 
although I  knew to the contrary. But, in 
accordance with his own religion, he 
made it a Moslem, declaring that it flowed 
only on Friday.”

Captain Newbold has been there again, 
for tlie solo purpose of examining the 
river; and is fully convinced of its iden­
tity with the Sabbatic River of Josephus, 
lie however understood the monks to say, 
that the jreriods of intermission varied 
with the rainy and dry seasons of the 
year, which may be true.

Josephus, or perhaps Titus himself, may 
have received the account given by the 
former from some such informant as that 
mentioned by Air. Thomson, as he passed 
along the road 1800 years ago; for tradi­
tions in the East (so it is called in Europe) 
are handed down unchanged through 
many generations; and names are pre­
served unaltered, as in the case of Geneva, 
Jura, Ac., even in Europe. The tradition 
of the Sabbatic River may thus be ac­
counted for.

R E SE A R C H E S O N  M A G N E T ISM .
(Ah)'id(jed from  the ^Vestminster Review.)

T h e  nineteenth century is remarkable for 
triumphs of science, enterprise, and per­
severance, over great and acknowledged 
difficulties, and for the solution of problems, 
practical and theoretical, sought in vain, 
or despaired o f in former ages. But rapid 
and triumphant as is the march of science 
it is at the same time so gradual, so imper­
ceptible, that w e cease to wonder at facts 
which but a few  short years back would 
have been regarded as little short of mira­
culous. The steps by  which wc advance 
are so numerous, that we do not note the 
height to which we have climbed, until W'o 
turn to gaze behind us ;  the stone is hol­
lowed, and we do not count the water- 
drops which have worn it away ; nor can 
the attentive observer o f  the advance of 
physical science in our day, fall to remark 
the effect o f this progress upon the human 
mind. The obstinate refusal to receive 
and acknowledge scientific truths decreases 
with proportionate rapidity, and the phi­
losopher, who, in his laboratory, success­
fully interrogates nature, is no longer lis ­
tened to with incredulity, nor pointed at 
with scorn. I f  indeed any complaint can 
be made against the present tendency o f  
public opinion in this matter, it is that the 
current has set in an entirely opposite di­
rection,— it is that the reaction from the 
indifference and obstinacy of past ages.

carries us to the other extrem e, and leads 
to the formation of great anticij)ations from  
trifling, insignificant, and insufficient data.

But, comparatively speaking, this is of 
little importance ; it is an error on the right 
side. Time, the great leveller, will soon 
separate the grain from the husk; disco­
veries of real importance will remain as 
permanent additions to our knowledge, 
while ill-founded anticipations and theories 
will inevitably be buried in oblivion, or 
only be remembered as examples of human 
fallibility, “  to point a moral, or adorn a 
tale.”

IMagnetism has, equally with other de­
partments of physical science, been distin­
guished by this rapid onward progress. 
Scarcely a quarter of a century back, all 
magnetic instruments, with the exception 
of the mariner’s compass, were but })hilo- 
sophic toys. Since that period, however, 
the correllation of the two forces, magnetism 
and electricity, has not only been clearly 
proved, but has likewise been taken advan­
tage of in the construction of an instrument 
certainly one of the Avonders of the age, 
by which time and space are almost anni­
hilated, we allude to the electric telegraph; 
and more recently still, the persevering 
researches of our illustrious countryman. 
Dr. Faraday, have led to the discovery of 
the intimate connexion existing beriA'cen' 
this force and another of the imponderables 
— light; and shoAvn to us, nioreoA’cr, the 
real nature of the action exercised by mag­
netism over all matter,— a jAroblem whose 
solution has been in vain attempted at dif­
ferent periods, by the most distinguished 
philosophers. The ncAv fields of science 
thus opened to us promise an ample har­
vest of discoveries— discoveries the more 
likely to folloAv, from the eagerness Avith 
Avhich the necessarily brief announcements 
in some of our public journals liaA’e been 
everyAALere received, and the remarkable 
celerity Avith Avhich the experiments have 
been tested and verified in all parts of the 
continent.

T h e attractive poAver o f the loadstone 
oA’er iron appears to have heen knoAvn in 
times o f very remote antiquity. I t  is 
mentioned by  Hom er, Pythagoras, A r is ­
totle, ExAripides, and Pliny. T h e latter 
author, indeed, seems further to hav'c been  
acquainted with the property o f  induction, 
or the poAver possessed by the loadstone of 
communicating its virtue to iron placed in 
its immediate vicinity. B ut, although it 
thus appears clear that these tAvo jAhe- 
nomena Averc known, yet its directiA^e 
poAA'cr or polarity, that is to say, its pro­
perty o f  pointing north and south, seems 
to belong to a later date. T ru e, it is 
generally asserted that the Chinese Avere 
acquainted Avith, and took adA’antage o f  
this directiA’̂ c poAver from a very early  
period, and D r. Gilbert affirms that Pauhis 
A enetus brought the compass to Italy  
from China in the year 1260. B u t unfor­
tunately for this assertion, it is clear from  
m any authors that the compass Avas in use 
in Europe in the twelfth century, Cardinal 
James de ATtri, Avho flourished aboirt the
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year 1200, mentions the magnetic needle in 
his “ History of Jerusalem,”  and he adds, 
that it was of indispensable utility to those 
who travelled by sea i and in an old Erench 
poem, entitled “  La Bible Guiot,” still ex­
tant in the Royal Library, at Paris, allusion 
is evidently mado to the magnetic needle.

That ferruginous substances always pos­
sess a greater or less degree of magnetism, 
has long been known. One Julius Caesar, 
a surgeon of Rimini, first observed the 
conversion of iron into a magnet. In 1590, 
he noticed this effect on a bar of iron, which 
had supported a piece of brickwork on 
the top of a tower of the Chuixh of St. 
Augustine. The very same fact Avas 
observed about 1630, by Gassendi, on the 
cross of the Church of St. John, at A ix , 
which had fallen down in consequence of 
having been struck by lightning. H e  
found the foot of it wasted with rust, and 
possessing all the properties of a loadstone.

During the succeeding century, the 
attention of those philosophers Avho de­
voted themselves to the study of the phe­
nomena of magnetism Avas exclusively 
confined to the dnective poAver of the 
needle, its variation, the variation of the 
variation, and the dip. But no neAV facts 
Avere added until the year 1800, Avhen the 
celebi'ated electrician Coulomb directed 
his jjOAverful mind to the subject. Pro­
vided Avith the delicate instrument, the 
torsion balance, he determined the correct 
laAV of magnetic attraction and repulsion; 
he shoAved that the magnetism in the 
middle of a bar Avas imperceptible, and 
that it increased, according to a regular 
laAV, and Avith extreme rapidity toAvards 
each of the poles. Ho established the im­
portant fact, that the magnetic poAver 
resides on the surface of iron bodies, and 
is entirely independent of their mass; and 
in the year 1802, he announced to the 
Institute of France, that all bodies Avhat- 
CA'er are subject to the magnetic influence, 
even to such a degree as to be capable 
of accurate measurement. Since this an­
nouncement of Coulomb, the belief that 
magnetism affected all matter in the same 
manner as iron, although in a less degree, 
a belief, as Ave shall subsequently find, 
utterly erroneous, has almost universally 
prevailed among philosophers.

Such then AAms the state of magnetic 
science up to the year 1820. The ana­
logies betAveen the phenomena of magne­
tism and those of electricity, in their ge­
neral character, in the laws Avhich govern 
them, and in the Aarious combinations 
thej  ̂present, are so extensive and so re­
markable as naturally to lead to the belief 
that the forces themselves must be closely 
allied to each other. Many attempts Avere 
made to solve this seductive problem, 
Avhich continued hoAveÂ er to baffle the 
labours of each succeeding experimentalist, 
until (Ersted, in the year 1820, proved 
that the tAVo forces, electricity and mag­
netism, act upon each other, not in 
straight lines, but at right angles to each 
other; that is to say, that bodies Avhich 
conduct a current of electricity tend to

place magnets at right angles to them, and 
inversely, magnets have a tendency to place 
such conducting bodies at right angles to 
them; and this tendency is of course in 
proportion to the poAver of the electric 
current. An electric current, therefore, 
ap2Aears to have a magnetic action, cutting 
its OAvn at right angles; or suiAposing its 
section to be a circle, tangentiffl to it, if 
then, we reverse the position, and make 
the electric current form a series o f tan­
gents to an imaginary cylinder, this cylin­
der should be a magnet. This is effected 
in practice by coiling a Avire as a helix or 
spiral: and this, when electrified, is to all 
intents and purposes, a magnet. A  soft 
iron core placed within such a helix has 
the property of concentrating its power, and 
then by connexion or disconnexion Avith a 
voltaic battery Ave can at pleasure make or 
unmake a powerful magnet.

This discovery of Oersted, Avhere elec­
tricity Avas made to evolve magnetism, in­
duced jrhilosophers to attemjrt to produce 
a converse effect; that is to educe electri­
city from a permanent magnet. Duifing ten 
years succeeding the publication of 
(Ersted’s researches, unnumbered experi­
ments AV'ere made to produce this effect; 
but all these experiments failed, for the 
reason that all their devisers Avere led 
aAvay Avith the expectation of making a 
stationary magnet a source of electricity. 
The error of such anticipations AV'as seen 
by Faraday; and in the year 1831 he 
proved that to render magnetism the 
source of electricity it Avas necessary to 
sujAcradd to the former motion; that Avhen 
a f)iece of metal is passed before a single 
jjole, or betAveen the opjrosite jjoles of a 
magnet, electrical currents, transverse to 
the direction of motion, are jrroduced 
across it; and that magnets,Avhilein motion, 
induce electricity in contiguous conductors, 
the direction of the electric currents being 
tangential to the polar direction of the 
magnet. From these fundamental laAvs ori­
ginates the science of magneto-electricity, 
the true coiiA’erse of electro-magnetism.

In common Avith many philosoj^hcrs. 
Dr. Faraday has long entertained the 
opinion, that the various jjhysical forces 
have one common origin, or in other Avoi ds, 
are so directly related, and mutually de­
pendent, that they are cbnA^ertible, as it 
AA'ere, one into another, and j)ossess cqui- 
A'alents of jioAver in their action. O f all 
these forces, hoAvever, light had most com- 
jiletely resisted the efforts of jihilosophcrs 
to demonstrate, experimentally, its con­
nexion Avith the other forms under Avhich 
the forces of matter are made manifest; 
that a relation did exist between them was 
not doubted, and some experiments, first 
deAused by Dr. Morichiui, an eminent 
physician at Rome, gave greater force to 
this ojiinion; and in the summer o f 1825, 
M rs. SomerAulle succeeded in inducing 
2>olarity in a seAving needle exposed to the 
influence of the violet rays of the spectrum, 
five feet distant from the prism.

It was in this state of the subject that 
D r. Faraday was induced to turn his atten­

tion to it, to endeaA'our to discover the 
direct relation of light and electricity, an^ 
their mutual action in bodies subject jointly 
to their poAver. For many years the experi­
ments carried on with this aJcav, were un­
attended with any definite result; and it 
Avas not until A'ery recently, that his long- 
continued and jierseA'ering efforts, received 
their reward; he then succeeded in mag­
netising and electrifying a ray o f  light, and 
in illuminating a magnetic line o f  force.

The fundamental experiment which es­
tablishes the link of connexion betAvecn tAvo 
great departments of nature, is as follows : 
a ray of light issuing from an argand lamp 
is polarized in a horizontal or any other 
plane, by reflection from a surface of glass ; 
it is then made to jAass through the length 
of a square piece of lieaAy glass, composed 
of sHicated borate of lead, about tAvo inches 
long, and five-tenths of an inch thick, on 
its emergence from Avhich it jjasses through 
a Nicholl’s eye-piece, reA'olving on a hori­
zontal axis, so as to intercept the ray, or 
aUoAV it to be transmitted, alternately, in 
the different ̂ Aliases of its revolution. The 
heavy glass, or diamagnetic, is placed 
either betAveen the tAvo jAoles of two cylinder 
magnets, so arranged as that the line of 
magnetic force resulting from their com­
bined action, coincides Avith, or differs but 
little from, the course of the ray in its pas­
sage through the glass. I f  in this state of 
circumstances, the Nicholl’s eye-piece 
being so turned as to render the polarized 
ray invisible to the observer looking through 
it, the force of the electrounagnet be de- 
vclojAcd, by sending an electric current 
through its coils, the image o f the lamp 
flame immediately becomes Ausiblc, and 
continues so, as long as the arrangement 
continues magnetic. On stojAping the 
electric current, and so causing the mag­
netic force to cease, the light instantly clis - 
ajApears; these phenomena may bo re- 
ncAved at pleasure, at any instant of time, 
and upon any occasion, showing a jAerfect 
dejAcndence of cause and effect. Other 
bodies, besides the heavy glass, possess the 
same poAvers of becoming, under the in­
fluence of magnetic force, active on light; 
though if all transparent bodies possess the 
poAver of exhibiting the action, they have 
it in very different degrees, and uja to this 
time there are some that liaA’e not shoAvn it 
at all; glass made of the borate of lead, 
flint glass, crown glass, all exhibit the pro­
perty, though in a less degree than the 
heavy glass first tried. Almost, if not all 
liquids, certainly all liquids tried by Dr. 
Faraday, showed the effect.

The force thus impressed by tlic mag­
netic ̂ action, ufAon the diamagnetic, (that 
is, a body through which lines of magnetic 
force are passing, and Avhich docs not, by 
their action, assume the usual magnetic 
state of iron or loadstone) is that of rota­
tion. The polarized ray of light is made 
to rotate upon its axis in the same direc­
tion as the currents of positive electricity 
are circulatmg, and is thus brought Aidth- 
in the line of A'ision of the eye-piece, ag 
related in the above experiment.
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From the relation which we have pre­
viously shown exists between the two 
forces, magnetism and electricity, the 
probability that an electric current would 
give the same result of action on light, as 
a magnet, must be apparent to the most 
casual reader. This was tried by the dis - 
coverer -with success, by passing the 
polarized ray through a tube of distilled 
water placed within a helix of covered 
copper wire connected -with the usual 
battery, so that by examination through 
the eye-piece the image of the lamp 
flame produced by the ray could be seen 
through it. The eye-piece being turned 
so that the image of the flame could no 
longer be seen through it, and the battery 
being connected with the helix, the image 
of the flame instantly re-appeared, and 
continued as long as the electric current 
was passing through it ; on stopping the 
current, the image disappeared. In this 
experiment it cannot be doubted that a 
ray of light is electrified, and the magnetic 
resultant of the electric forces illuminated.

W e  now turn to a very brief considera­
tion of Dr. Faraday’s researches on the 
“ Magnetic condition of matter.”  W e  
have already said that since the period of 
Coulomb’s experiments previously re­
ferred to, a general impression has pre­
vailed amongst philosophers that all sub­
stances were acted upon by magnets, in 
the same manner as iron, nickel, &c., 
though this influence was very difierent in 
degree. Coulomb’s experiments were 
carried on in 1802, and in that year he 
announced as an incontrovertible fact, that 
all substances whatever, lohen form ed into 
small needles, turned themselves in the 
direction o f  the poles o f  the magnets, and 
after a few  oscillations, finally settled in 
that position. But though this opinion 
was so prevalent, facts were not wanting 
to cast over it a shade of doubt. In 1829 
M . le Bailiff, of Paris, showed that both 
bismuth and antimony repelled the mag­
netic needle, and even long before this, in 
the year 1778, the repulsion of bismuth by 
a magnet was observed by Brugmans. It 
is an astonishing fact, that this experiment 
should have so long remained unnoticed, 
and without results.

W ith  these preliminary remarks, which, 
however, were necessary for the appreci­
ation of the novelty and merit of the 
present discovery, we proceed at once to 
its enunciation. A ll ma,tter is subject to 
the magnetic force, as universally as it is 
to the gravitating, the electric, the 
cohesive, and the chemical forces ; but 
this influence is not in all cases, as was 
formerly believed, of the same character 
as that exerted upon iron; on the con­
trary, difierent bodies are acted upon by 
the magnetic forces in two difierent and 
opposite ways; and they may accordingly 
be conveniently divided into two classes. 
The first class is that of which iron is the 
type; the bodies belonging to it, which 
are somewhat limited, are called mag­
netics ; when suspended between the poles 
of an electro-magnet, so as to swing freely.

they are attracted by the pole to which 
they may happen to be nearest, and if 
allowed to oscillate, they will ultimately 
take ui) a position co-incident with the 
direction of the magnetic forces, or, in 
other words, in a straight line between 
the poles of the magnet; this direction 
Dr. Faraday calls the axial position. To 
this class belong all those metals, which 
have hitherto been termed the magnetic 
metals, as iron, nickel, cobalt, as well as 
many other bodies hitherto regarded as 
unmagnetic, as for example, paper, sealing- 
wax, China ink, Berlin porcelain, plum­
bago, charcoal, &c. The second great 
class of bodies arc found, in direct opposi­
tion to the former, to arrange themselves in 
right angles to the magnetic poles, and 
consequently to the magnetic lines of force, 
a position in which they remain as long as 
the power of the magnet is kept up ; this 
position Dr. Faraday calls the equatorial 
position. A ll these bodies too, are repelled 
from either pole by the magnet, the law in 
this respect being, that all such substances 
are repelled from the stronger to the 
weaker point of action. To this class the 
title of D iam agnetics is given, and of it 
bismuth may be considered the type. The 
bodies belonging to it are exceedingly nu­
merous ; of the metals the following have 
been found to be diamagnetic: lead, bis­
muth, arsenic, iridium, uranium, tungsten, 
silver, antimony, sodium, mercury, tin, 
zinc, &c. To this class also belong sub­
stances widely differing in properties, viz., 
phosphorus, sulphur, ■ water, alcohol, 
ether, oils, caouchouc, sugar, starch, wood, 
mutton, beef, blood, leather, apple, bread; 
nay, if a man could be suspended with 
sufficient delicacy, and placed in the mag­
netic field, he would be repelled and 
point equatorially; for all the substances of 
which he is composed, including the blood, 
possess this property.

Such then are a few of the facts con­
nected with the newly discovered power of 
magnetism over all matter,— a power which 
doubtless has its appointed office, and that, 
one that relates to the whole mass of the 
globe. And let it not be forgotten, that it 
is to the persevering labours and vast 
genius of an English philosopher that we 
are indebted for the development of these 
facts, and that these brilliant discoveries 
were not the offspring of accidental or 
fortuitous circumstances, but the result of 
well-founded and well-verified inductions 
and deductions. It is true that, in this 
practical age, practical men may make the 
inquiry— “  W here is the practical utility 
of it ?”  To this as yet we can give no 
reply; but it must also be remembered 
that but a few years back, had the same 
question been asked in reference to electro­
magnetic phenomena, there would have 
been a similar inability to make answer. 
And yet, now, this power is used as the 
swift messenger of thought, and the un­
deviating measurer of time. In the elec­
tric telegraph of Wheatstone we have one 
of the most wonderful inventions of modern 
days, realizing to their fullest extent the

wildest dreams of the Arabian romances. 
In the electrical clock, we have another 
instance of human ingenuity, in binding 
the etherial principle, gathered from the 
earth itself, to note upon a dial the re ­
volutions it performs. In the one case, 
by its excitement, time and space are 
annihilated; in another, it slowly and 
silently guides the seconds-beating pen­
dulum. But even supposing that the 
knowledge thus obtained will never be 
of practical utility, surely it will not 
be argued by any one that therefore it 
is useless. Great is the step we have thus 
advanced in our knowledge of the laws 
which govern the universe. A  direct 
relation and dependence between light 
and the magnetic and electric forces is 
closely established; and thus a great addi­
tion made to the facts and considerations 
which tend to prove that all natural forces 
are linked together, and have one common 
origin. And moreover, we have been 
made acquainted with a new force exerted 
on all matter, hitherto unknown and 
unsuspected. This property of diamag­
netism, inherent in so many bodies— the 
sea, lakes, rivers, rocks, trees, &c., cannot 
be without its importance in the regula­
tion of the system of the universe, 
although it yet remains for further expe- 
rimentahsts to point out the great part it • 
plays.

V E S U V IU S  A N D  ITS V IC IN IT Y .*
I HAVE now to relate to you the particulars 
of an excursion which 1 am sure will sur­
prise, and, I hope, interest you.

W e  found, upon enquiry, that it was 
quite possible for even an invalid to visit 
Vesuvius, as chairs and bearers were pro­
vided for those who were not able to as­
cend unassisted. W e therefore determined 
to avail ourselves of the first fine day that 
should offer, that we might not run the 
risk of disappointment, and accordingly 
left Naples at eight in the morning. W e  
had a very pleasant ride to Resina, a vil­
lage almost at the foot of the mountain. 
The road to this place runs round the bay, 
and is excellent, being paved with lava. 
W e  scarcely lost sight of the sea the whole 
way ; and, as this part of the coast is a very 
favourite one for summer-houses and gar­
dens, we had in view a constant succession 
of most delightful residences. The royal 
palace of Portici is passed just before 
reaching the village of Resina. Under 
these two places is buried the ancient town 
of Herculaneum, which we hope to visit 
at a future time.

Upon our arrival at Resina, our driver 
stopped at a little inn, where we were soon 
surrounded by a number of guides W'ith 
their mules and asses; the latter for our con­
veyance over the fields of lava and cinders, 
which must be passed before the actual 
ascent of the mountain is commenced. W e  
were at first almost deafened by the noise

*  W e  extract this interesting account from a work 
we have before recommended, “  Letters from the 
Continent to a beloved P a r e n t b y  a Clergyman’ s 
W ife . London: Seeleys. 1846.— E d .
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and clamour of the guides, hut, after some 
time, made a bargain with one who pos­
sessed two asses. The latter, however, 
were very inferior animals; but we were 
obliged to be contented with them, as all 
the best had been hired before our arrival. 
At last we were mounted, and I am sure 
our cavalcade would have excited a smile 
could our dear friends in England have
seen us. W -------- led the way, as his beast
of burden was a more Avilling labourer 
than the one I was so unfortunate as to 
possess. I followed Avith the guide Avalk- 
ing beside me, the latter carrying a stout 
stick, Avhich appeared likely to be in con­
stant requisition to urge our poor animal 
foi'Avards.

The early part of the journey was 
through the vineyards bearing the La- 
chryma Christi: the path itself is A'̂ er}̂  
rough, being full of large stones, cinders, 
and little hillocks of lava. As we gradually 
ascended, the A'ieAV became more extensiA^e, 
and the bay, Avith its beautiful expanse of 
sea and loA'ely shores, was spread out be­
fore u s; but I  could for some tune pay no 
attention even to this attractive scene, so 
much AA'as I interested in the objects im­
mediately before me. A  wide Avaste of 
lava surrounded us. “  The broad streams 
of Avhat once Avas fire stricken, as water 
into ice, to hardened cinders and blackened 
rock, but all broken and furrowed. Above 
this dolesome plain toAver up abruptly the 
summits of the double mount Somma and 
Vesuvius, the latter Avreathed in its own 
smoke.”  I~never could have imagined 
such an aAvful scene of desolation as that 
Avhich lay around, and it seemed almost 
impossible that the quiet mountain before 
us could have ejected such an enormous 
sea of laA'a. The path noAV became more 
steep as Ave approached the Hermitage, and 
the Avinding way Avas so narrow that there 
was barely room for two animals to pass.
In consequence of this, W ------- , aaE o went
first in this voyage of discovery, was rather 
disagreeably situated Avhen he overtook a 
gentleman Avhose refractory beast, instead 
of proceeding towards the mountain, was 
absolutely bent upon returning home be­
fore it had completed its usual task : as its 
rider Avas not inclined so to do, a resolute 
conflict took place, Avhich rendered it pre­
carious for any one to attempt to pass. 
The stranger proved an Englishman, and, 
after causing some considerable amusement 
by the scene, he overcame the determined 
Avill of his quadruped, and pursued his 
journey in peace.

W h e n  Ave arrived at the Herm itage, the 
monks Avho reside there pressed forAvard 
to offer us refreshment, consisting o f the 
Lachryma Christi and some oranges. A t  
a short distance was the place where we 
were to leave our animals until .returning 
from the ascent. H ere we found between 
twenty and thirty horses, mules, and asses, 
resting from  their labours. A  ragged set 
of m en were also in  attendance Avith a 
chair to carry up any person Avho might 
be unequal to the fatigue of climbing the 
rough sides o f  the mountain. Tw o gens

d’armes were on the spot; and very ne­
cessary guardians I should imagine them 
to be among such laAvless beings. After 
much vociferation and argument AV'e made 
an agreement Avith the palanquin bearers;
and in a few minutes W --------was elevated
on their shoulders in his chair of state, on 
his Avay up the mountain. IMy guide fas­
tened a leathern strap around himself, and 
giA'iug me hold of the tAvo ends, desired 
me, Avith its help, and that of a stout stick 
he placed in my hands, to raise myself up 
the rugged ascent. W e  had proceeded in
this Avay for a short distance, Avhen W --------
found that he dare no longer go on in the 
chair; and, on signifying his Avish to de­
scend to terra firma, his guides, aaR o ap­
peared to be accustomed to such a change 
of purpose, surrounded him, and one 
seized his cloak, another his stick, Avhile 
no less than six or scAmn disposed them- 
scIa'Cs around so as to form a complete 
support, and thus dragged him up the 
mountain. W e had many companions for 
our expedition; for, the weather having 
been stormy for some time, several persons 
besides ourselves had taken advantage of 
the fineness of the day.

Upon reaching the summit of the crater 
hoAV aAvful Avas the spectacle presented to 
us ! W e  stood on the verge of a gloomy 
amphitheatre, from many parts of Avhich 
issued smoke. The steep sides of the de­
scending crater led to a sea of lava, in the 
centre of AÂ hich arose a cone or chimney, 
from whence the fire, smoke, and stones 
were proceeding. As Ave sat and rested 
for some time, Avatching the changing 
phenomena of the A'olcano, seA'eral immense 
masses of stone Avere ejected, the noise 
accompanying them being like cannon, 
booming aAvfully on the ear. Our guides 
all said it Avas dangerous to attempt as­
cending the small cone; nevertheless a 
party of English accomplished it in our 
presence, but they Avere obliged to retreat 
precipitously, or they must have been in­
jured by the fire and stones which fell 
where they had been standing. Even 
where Ave had taken up our station the 
heat was A-ery great; and our guides 
cooked some eggs in the smoking lava 
close by. On many parts of the crater 
was a most beautiful appearance of deli­
cate efflorescence: this avo found was the 
crystals of sulphur, Avhich are continually 
being deposited on the points of the rocks. 
I  collected some specimens of these, close 
by the place Avhere we sat, of every vary­
ing hue, from the deepest orange to the 
most delicate yellow.

Our descent A va s  made much more 
speedily than the ascent: W — ;—  was 
again obliged to commit himself to the care 
of his lazzaroni, while my guide conducted 
me to a path quite in an opposite direction 
to the one by which we had ascended. It 
was composed of the finest cinders, which 
covered our feet and ancles, even being 
sometimes up to our knees; and we were 
both glad to find ourselves again at the 
bottom. It was rather a difflcult matter 
to satisfy the bearers; and the gens d’armes

put in their request for a bottle of Avine. 
After some trouble, Ave succeeded in ad­
justing the various claims of the clamorous 
throng that surrounded us, and thankful 
Avere Ave Avhen, haA'ing dismissed them, Ave 
Avere able to pursue our homeAvard route 
to Resina, Avhere the carriage hired for the 
occasion Avas Avaiting.

Th(f fatigue experienced by us both Avas 
great; at first the effects upon m y dear 
husband Avere alarming, bu t I  am thankful 
to tell you that he is now  perfectly reco­
vered, and I hope w ill not sustain any 
serious inconvenience. W e  are looking 
foi'Avard Avith no little pleasure to the ex­
cursions Ave propose m aking to Pompeii 
and Herculaneum ; and in m y next letter 
I liojie, m y dear father, to be able to give 
some further accoixnt o f  Vesuvius. W e  
have access, in the libraries here, to many 
most A'aluable AAmrks upon Naples and its 
neighbourhood, and I  shall endeavour to 
collect from them any information that 
seems likely to interest you . * *

While the impression is still AUA’idly be­
fore me of the aspect presented by a city 
of “  time gone by,”  I Avill attempt, my 
dear father, to give you some idea of the 
scenes we have this day Avitnessed.

W e  quitted N aples at an early hour, 
and had a pleasant ride through the vil­
lages of Portici, Resina, and Torre del 
Greco, until w e came to Torre del’ A n - 
nunziata, AA'hich is aboxit eleven miles from 
Naples, and one mile and a half from 
Pompeii, the place o f  our destination. W e  
noAV drove through cross country roads, 
till, unexpectedly arriving at a gate, Ave 
were told Ave must deseend from the car­
riage, as this Avas the principal entrance to 
the buried city, and no Amhicle Avas alloAved 
to proceed further. W e  took a guide with 
us, and entered by the old Rom an road, or 
street of tombs. The latter present a most 
singular appearance, and some o f the in­
scriptions still remain to inform us of the 
names of the ancient Romans Avhose ashes 
repose beneath. M ost o f the tombs are of 
marble, and some of them  exhibit consi­
derable beauty in the sculptures Avith 
Avhich they are ornamented. The first 
house we entered is supposed to have be­
longed to one Diom edes : the bones of his 
family were found in the cellars of his 
dwelling, where they had fled in vain for 
refuge from the shoAver o f ashes, A\diich at 
last overwhelmed them. This habitation 
is considered the only perfect specimen of 
a suburban villa. A  small garden adjoins 
it, which is enclosed Avfithin its walls : at 
the gate o f the latter a skeleton Avas dis­
covered, Avhich Avas thought to have been 
that of the master him self. The houses 
of Pompeii are but one story in height, 
and the rooms struck us as being A’ery 
small— the bedrooms even inconveniently 
so ; but we m ay suppose the Pompeian, 
like the present Italian race, avouIcI live 
principally in the open air, and this conse­
quently Avould not prove so incommodious 
as in a colder climate. A fter passing 
through the city gate, w e entered several 
of the houses, upon eaclx side o f the ele­
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vated path-vvay; several of those that had 
been shops bore evident marks of the pur­
poses for which they had been used. Thus 
the cafe (as our guide termed it, though 
more properly the thermopoliura, or shop 
for hot drinks) has still on the marble 
counter the marks left by the drinking 
cups. In a mill, or bakehouse, was an 
oven, which appeared as bright and ready 
for use as if, instead of having been buried 
nearly 2000 years, it was recently fitted 
up. One house, that of the dramatic poet, 
I  believe, has the walls still covered with 
beautiful frescoes, and its court is pared 
with marble mosaic. Even the common 
dwellings had their pavement formed of 
an inferior kind of mosaic, of a checked 
black and white pattern; in many instances 
a beautiful and regular figure is visible, 
and in one house a man stood ready with 
a sponge to wet a portion of the par'emeut, 
and show us how beautifully it was inlaid 
with precious marbles.

W e  now entered the forum, and, ascend­
ing some steps which conducted to the 
temple of Jupiter, we stood still to gaze on 
the impressive scene of desolation before 
us. Broken columns, overthrown temples, 
aird ruined houses, tell but too irlainly the 
extent of the devastation oceasioired by the 
awful visitation. The excavations extend 
over a considerable space. I had imagined 
we should descend into Pompeii, as is the 
case when entering Herculaneum, but it is 
the reverse, and the effect is perhaps the 
more striking when the eye is able to take 
in at a glance the disinterred city of past 
ages, and the beautiful country around.

W e  were much interested in the baths, 
which give a vivid idea of the extent to 
which the luxury of bathing was carried 
by the ancient Romans. Those in Pompeii 
are divided into throe distinct parts, two 
of which were occupied by sets of baths, 
and one devoted to the fire-plac-es and ser­
vants of the establishmeirt. In the tepi- 
dariura, or warm chamber, rvas found a 
brazier made entirely of bronze, with an 
iron lining. These things are still in con­
stant use with the inhabitants of Italy, and 
are to be seen in every house chrring the 
winter season. From the tepidarium a 
doorway conducted to the caldarium, or 
vapour bath. The luxury which is appa­
rent in these, as well as in the ether pub ­
lic buildings of Pompeii, would be a matter 
of surprise were we not aware that the 
ancient Roman lived in public, and de­
pended on the public for his amusement 
and pleasure. Mr. Sismondi remarks, 
that “  a citizen of ancient Rome generally 
went abroad very early, and returned only 
for his evening repast. In short, he lived 
on the forum, at the bath, at the theatre, 
anywhere but at home, where ho came 
only to eat and to sleep in a small room 
without a window, or wdth a very small 
one above his head close to the ceiling, 
scarcely any furniture, and no chimney.”

But to return to our visit to Pompeii. 
W e  were conducted to the public prison, 
where the skeletons of two poor wretches 
were found with the fefters still remaining

upon them. The latter are now to be seen 
in the museum at Naples. The last place 
we visited was the amphitheatre, where 
the gladiatorial show’s and other amuse­
ments w’ere exhibited to the people. Even 
the dens of the wild beasts are still exist­
ing, and some of their bones w’ere found 
when the area was excavated.

Among the many interesting things 
which have been brought to light, are the 
articles belonging to the toilette of the Ro­
man ladies, loaves of bread in the state of 
charcoal, corn w’hich appears as conglo­
merated black glossy grain, surgical in­
struments, and culinary utensils.

Workmen still continue to make exca­
vations, but on so small a scale, that many 
years will elapse before all the treasures of 
this buried city are disinterred. Every 
object of interest found is immediately re­
moved to the museum at Naples. W e  
could have lingered the whole day amidst 
these ruins: the silence that reigned 
throughout the deserted streets and tem­
ples, the clear blue Italian sky above, and 
the mountain reposing in its unawakened 
power before us, united to form an im­
pressive subject for meditation; but we 
had already staid too long, and were 
obliged to leave before we had half satis­
fied the deep interest w 'C  felt in all that 
related to Pompeii.

As W’e passed out at its gate, we paused 
at a little locanda to procure some refresh­
ment. Here a poor woman came to in­
quire if W --------were a physician, as her
son was ill, and she thought the forcstiero 
might be one, -  * * *

It is astonishing, after having witnessed 
the fate of Pompeii and Herculaneum, 
that the inhabitants of this region should 
still continue to build and live over the very 
spot where formerly such a dreadful ca­
tastrophe occurred; but so it is ; and when 
we ask the inhabitant of Resina if he is 
not afraid, his answer is : “  N o, that there 
is aiw’ays time to escape, and there is not 
so much fear for his abode as for Naples, 
his village being built on lava, which can­
not be so easily disturbed by earthquakes 
as the soil on which the capital stands.”

W hen considering the fate of Pompeii 
and Herculaneum, as connected with the 
volcanic phenomena of this region, it will 
be interesting to look back to past ages, 
and mark the development that has been 
made at different periods of the existence 
of eubterranean fire. The active volcanic 
region of Naples may be considered to 
extend from Vesuvius and the Pldegrsen 
Fields to Procida and Ischia. Throughout 
this space minor manifestations of this 
mighty agency are continually taking 
place, but it is at Vesuvius that, since the 
Christian era, the most important have 
been exhibited.

Before that period, terrific outbreaks 
took place in Procida and Ischia, and so 
tremendous were the volcanic phenomena 
exhibited in the latter island, that they 
gave rise to the heathen fable of the giant 
Typhon, “ from whose eyes and mouth 
fire proceeded, and who hurled stones to

heaven with a loud and hollow noise.”  
There are no less than twelve principal 
cones in this island, and it has been sug­
gested from these extensive manifestations 
of internal fire, whether, in the .ages dur­
ing which A'esuvius was in a quiescent 
state, it did not serve “ as a safety-valve to 
the whole Terra di Lavoro.”  A t different 
times in the earlier ages Greek colonists 
were compelled to abandon Ischia, from 
the eruptions and earthquakes which took 
place.

During this period, and until the year 
(1-3 of the Christian era, Vesuvius was 
apparently an extinct volcano. The sides 
of the mountain were covered w’ith richly 
cultivated fields, w’hile the interior of the 
crater w'as clothed wdth vines. From 6-3 
A .n .  to 79 several shocks of earthquakes 
were experienced, giving the first symp­
tom of reviving energies; and at last the 
awful eruption of 79 gave evidence that 
the volcanic fire, after a cessation of ages, 
had returned to its ancient sphere of 
action.*

After this dreadful resucitation of the 
volcano, a continued series of smaller 
eruptions occurred for several succeeding 
centuries, and in 1036, during the seventh, 
the first stream of lava, of which we have 
any accredited account, burst forth. 
Another eruption occurred in 1047, 
another in 1138, after which there was 
a cessation of 168 years, till 1306.

Except a slight outbreak in 1500 there 
was again a pause till 1631, but during 
this interval there was such active volcanic 
action in Etna, as to give rise to the con­
clusion that it served as a vent for the 
lava, & c., Avhich would otherwise have 
found a passage in other parts of Italy. 
A t this time also a most singular event 
took place in the Phlegracan Fields. A  
new mountain, which still bears the name 
of Monte Nuovo,was thrown up, in about 
twenty-four hours. From 1666, up to the 
present time, there has been a constant 
scries of eruptions, at intervals, rarely 
exceeding ten years, and oftener occur­
ring much more frequently. Those of 
1776 and 1777 arc described by an eye­
witness, Sir William Hamilton, in his 
splendid work on the “ Campio Phlegraer.”  
The eruption of 1779 was also witnessed 
by him, and was remarkable for the beauty 
and grandeur of its phenomena.

A n interesting account of the eruption 
of 1793 has been given by Dr. Clarke, 
who happened then to be at Naples, and 
his observations, made upon the spot, and 
at the time, give us a lively jiicture of the 
scene that must have been exhibited when 
the volcano was in active operation. In  
speaking of Vesuvius W'e must not con­
sider its action as confined to the hare spot 
occupied by the mountain. N o ; this 
active volcano is but a A’ent for the mighty 
forces which are at w’ork within the

*  rortunately for the interests of science we have 
a m ost accurate account from the pen o f the younger 
Pliny, w ho describes, in his letters to Tacitus, the 
event wliich buried for ages several important R o ­
m an tow ns, and deprived him of a near relative.
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bowels of the earth, and which extend 
their influence over an area of many 
miles in circumference. "Witlnn the cir­
cuit of the Bay, at different and distinct 
parts, are divers manifestations of this 
wonderful pow er; thus we must regard 
the baths of Nero at Baiee, the Stuffe of 
San Germano, the SolfateiTa which is 
continually giving out smoke, the Grotto 
del Cane, at lake Agnano, the hot 'J'her- 
mal spring of the temple of Serapis, and 
the phenomena exhibited in the island of 
Ischia, as so many parts of one mighty 
whole, “  which, did it not find a continu­
ous vent from the open mouth of Vesuvius, 
would prove destructive to the entire 
country around.”

AVhen viewing the wonderful effects of 
a power which could bury in a short 
space of time great cities, it assists us in 
forming a conception of its magnitude to 
sec the effects often produced upon the 
volcano itself. A t  the principal eruptions, 
the whole form of the mountain is often 
changed. Sir AV. Hamilton says, “  10,000 
men working for a century could not effect 
such an alteration as was produced by the 
hand of nature in a few hours during the 
eruption of 1794.”  Another astonishing 
change took place in the year 1823. 
From the end of the 18th century up to 
this time the crater had been filling up 
from the failing in of part of the cone, and 
from the lava which had boiled forth. It 
was in this state when the eruption of 
1822 took place, and such was the force 
of the volcanic principle that the whole 
accumulated mass was thrown out, while 
upwards of 800 feet of the eone was blown 
away, reducing the height of the mountain 
from 4200 to 3400 feet.

Surely these wonderful manifestations 
of might and pow'cr, these i-ocks uplifted, 
cities buried, and new mountains formed, 
are calculated to strike awe into the mind 
of every spectator, and to raise his con­
ceptions of the majesty and omnipotence 
of that Being who “ laid the foundations 
of the e a r t h w h o  “  looketh on the earth; 
and it trembleth. H e touehetli the hills; 
and they smoke.” ............

A  minor subject for interesting specu­
lation is the influence which the vicinity 
of these subterranean fires must have on 
the atmosphere around the spot where 
they develop themselves. Dr. Cox, the 
author of a useful little work on Naples, 
thus speaks upon the subject I have above 
mentioned. H e says, that the influence 
exercised by the volcano upon the atmos­
phere of Naples “ is a twofold one, arising, 
first, from intense subterranean heat and 
powerful exhalations; and, secondly, from 
the great electro-chemical influence which 
it exerts all round. During the period of 
quiescence there are constant deposits of 
earthy and metallic salts and oxides, 
within the limits of the crater, or in its 
immediate vicinitj^ The fixed substances 
that are found on the mountain, and which 
are constantly being deposited, are as 
follows: sulphur in crystals, sulphate of 
lime in various interesting forms, sulphate

and sulphuret of copper, muriate of iron, 
suljjhate of iron, red sulphuret of arsenic 
in ruby crystals, muriate of lead, muriate 
of copper. The volatile products are va­
pour of water, fumes of muriatic acid gas, 
sulphur in sublimation united with chlo­
rine and sulphurous acid gas, both in 
fumes of very high temperature. A ll 
these exhalations are rising when the 
mountain is in a calm state; but who will 
venture to describe the products of an 
eruption.

Before concluding this letter, I  must 
allude to the manner in which the buried 
cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum were 
discovered. Their site Avas for many years 
a subject of dispute amongst the learned. 
History had recorded their existence and 
awful fate, but every vestige of them had 
been so completely obliterated, that it Avas 
not until accident revealed some of their 
hidden treasures, that the question was 
determined as to their actual situation.

A  peasant, Avhile digging a Avell at 
Portici, found some fragments o f marble. 
Th e prince D ’Elbeuf was informed o f the 
circumstance, and, his curiosity being  
excited, purchased the spot, and soon the 
excavations he made brought to light 
some most valuable antiquities, amongst 
others a temple of beautiful marble and 
numerous statues and columns. The  
Neapolitan government heard of these dis­
coveries, and. with the true spirit o f the 
unenlightened Italian dynasties o f  that 
period, “  instead of satisfying the public 
curiosity, and doing itself immortal 
honour by  purchasing the village and 
buildings below, it bought the ground, 
but, Avith characteristic stupidity, resolved 
to cover it AA’ith a palace. The excava­
tions Averc, indeed, continued occasionally, 
but negligently, and rather for the pur­
pose o f profit than o f liberal curiosity.”  
Pom peii Avas not discovered till 1748, 
Avhen some vine-dressers at Avork near the 
river Sarno, found some antiquities which 
led them to make excavations, and the 
result Avas that the buried city Avas dis­
closed.

MtbiclD.

T H E  M A R IO -L A T R Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  
O F  R O J IE .

A  Sermon preetc/teA before the TJnitersity- o f  Oxford,, 
1846, by F . Je uxe , D .C X .,  Master o f  PemBroke 
Colleye,

D r. jEVNEAya&eduoated'at the University o f Oxford, 
and partook largely  ̂but deservedly, of her honour.s. 
At a pcculisudy delicate period he came forth promi­
nently to her defence, against tlie miserable sophistry 
of some, Avho had meditated her ruin. Although this 
sermon was delivered more than tAvo years since, avo 
do not bclieA-e that many copies have reached: this 
colony, and consider that at this particular juncture 
a feAA- extracts cannot but he interesting, and may 
prove highly- serA'iccable.

The text selected by Dr.. Jcune is talcen from 
Mark iii. 32— 3o’. “  And the multitude sat about him, 
and they- said unto him, behold thy mother and thy 
brethren, AA'ithout, .seek for thee. And he answered 
them, saying, Avho is my mother, or my brethren r 
And he looked round about on them Avhich sat about 
him, and said, behold, my mother and my brethren. 
For Avhosoever shall do the Avill of God, the same is 
my- brother, and my sister, and mother.”  Ho opens 
his discourse upon these Avords, AAUth the folio-wing 
observations:—

“  If the spirits of the just AA-ho are aAvaiting their 
final consunmiation and bliss, be permitted to knoAV 
AA-hat passes upon earth; if painful emotions can dis­
turb their rest, the mother of our Lord must again 
feel the SAVord pierce through her soul, as she per­
ceives how successfully Satan has availed himself of 
her dignity, to supplant God, her Saviour, in the 
hearts of many of his redeemed people. It is a 
grievous charge to bring against any Avho profess and 
call themselves Christians, that they AA-nrship the 
creature more than the Creator, Avho is blessed for 
ever. But none AA-ho haA’e traA-elled AA-here Rome is 
dominant—none AA-ho are familiar Avith the books of 
devotion Avhich are in general use amongst Roman­
ists—can have failed to perceive that, in a great part 
of Christendom, the AA-orship o f Mary has been sub­
stituted for the AA orship of God, and that men trust in 
her, rather than in Christ, for grace and protection 
here, and for salvation hereafter.

“  Tlie authorised forinuhAries o f that corrupt 
Church pi-OA-e sufficiently- that her theory is in har­
mony- AA-ith popidar practices. But it is notAA’ith- 
standiug, difficult to confound a Romish disputant by 
appealing to forinularics and practices, AA-hen he is 
disposed to palliate or to deny the creed and the su­
perstitions of his comniunion. Decrees and canons 
and Chui-ch offices, are often A-ague and ambiguous, 
and can be, in some cases, plau-ibly- disuA-OAA-ed ; the 
AA-rituigs of popes and saints and prelates, may be re­
presented as the productions of doctors speaking in 
their private capacity : the books in Avhich the people 
delight, as devoid of authority—their devotions as 
instances of vulgar superstition, such as are occasion­
ally found in the most enlightened Protestant coun­
tries.

“  Our divineshavo alAA-ays felt that, if vA-eposscssed 
a complete and official exposition of the creed of 
Rome, their task as controversialists AA-ould be 
almost at an end; so utterly repugnant to the 
Avord of God are the fictions with AA-hich she has 
debased Clu-istianity. Perhaps Rome AA-ill never 
commit herself in-eA-ocably- to such a statAdard—she 
cannot, consistently Avith the principle of dcA-elop- 
ment. McanAvhile, Ave possess a Avork AA-hich, to a 
plain understanding, appears to approach A-ery closely 
to it. It is a voluminous catechism, designed to 
qualify the French clergy- to train the rising genera­
tion of that great country-..........there is enough in
this irrecusable authority, t o  prove that, AA-hatever 
may be the religion o f  Rom e, it is certainly not the 
religion o f the NeAv Testmneat.”  pp. 5 -7 .

After some general observations- as to the principle 
of development—AA’hlch he justly- clraracterizes as the 
expedient of the moment—and offering an apology 
for his position, he says,

“  Tire question at issue is really betAvecn. eternal 
truth and the delusions of Satan..........Our differ­
ences are not fcAV, nor on secondary points; they- are 
many—they are essential—tliey- are eternal.

“ Perhaijs a simple exhibition of Roman doctrine, 
on a single but cardinal point, set forth on.her oaa-jv 
authority, and contrasted Avith a fcAV passages of 
God's aa-oia1', may, by- his blessing, confirm us all in 
our holy faith ; jjcrhaps startle the minds of some 
seduced into adniiration of an ideal Rome, such as 
late AA-riters have painted, but Avho have hitherto 
been mercifully kept back from formal apostacy; 
and if this attempt should prove to be ill-judged, Ave 
may yet escape the guilt o f mis-employ-ing alto­
gether their precious moments, by dAvelling, hoAvever 
briefly, before Ave conclude, on the ennobling doc- 
triiie of the text.”  pp. 10, 1-1.,

He then shows that the errors of Rome are errors 
of addition rather than omission, in Avhich particular 
she departs from the us-ual course of heretics, and 
pointing out the use of this policy, he proceeds to 
cxplain hoAV she has superseded our Lord m his 
office as a Savioiu-, Mediator, and- Intercessor, and 
this especially in her teaching as to his holy mother. 
Pei-sons are apt to think that party feelings have 
exercised an influence in exaggerating the corrup­
tions of Rome, but there is no cxaggeraticai, no room 
for doubt. The most satisfactory evidenoo is- ad­
duced in proof of CA-ery assertion.

“ It will be found,”  say-s Dr. Jcune* “ that the 
various fictions respecting the blessed Mary-, to 
Avhich Rome has given her sanction, are constructed 
Avith a definite idea ; that, namely-, of investing her, 
as far as possible, with the scriptural prerogations 
and attributes and offices, of the Son. of God,— 
some, indeed, in a loAver* but others in a liighcr 
degree. These fictions arc, consequently, little else 
than a miserable parody of parts of the- history of 
the Lord, and of those passages of Scripture in Avhich 
his qualifications and his Avork, as a Saviotu-, arc 
set forth.”  p. 12.

The exposition of the doctrine o f the Church of 
Rome,, Avith regard, to. the m other of our. Lord, is



44 THE SYDNEY GUAEDIAN.

complete, and cannot be read but w ith sui-prise and 
sorrow. H e then observes:—

“  Such is now the settled teaching o f Rom e. 
Long and fierce was the strife in her bosom , before 
this article could be brought forth— the Dominicans 
denying, the Franciscans maintaining i t ; while the 
infallible oracle prudently refrained from deciding 
the pious opinion to be a point of faith. N ow , how­
ever, the strife seems to be at an end. ITte reigning 
Pope, a few years since, caused the words ‘ imma­
culate conception,’ to be inserted in the preface of 
the Church service. Each day, indeed, does the 
doctrine seem to lead to new superstitions, and to 
receive fresh developments. 'J’wo centuries ago, the 
worship of the heart of Jesus was begun. A  few 
years since, an arch fraternity for the worship of the 
heart o f  i la iy  was instituted b j' a private priest, 
and now reckons a million of members, and has, I 
believe, received the Papal sanction. 'Phe next step 
w ill probably be, that itraycrs w ill be addressed to 
her eyes, her ears, her hands, her feet, as the several 
liarts of our Lord’s body are invoked, in formularies 
lately recommended to us. Perhaps, ere long, the 
bold expression used two centuries ago, but of late 
repeated by a living and distinguished ecclesiastic, 
that M ary is the ‘ compliment of the whole Trinity,’ 
an expression which, indeed, seems to spring natu­
rally from what is already received, w ill be found to 
be lio daring blasphemy, but the happy symbol o f a 
rlivine truth, and an anticiiration o f the future belief 
o f the Church.”

“  Such, my brethren, is the new  goddess o f the 
Chitrch of Rome. I  say goddess, for Romish 
writers o f name—nay, a Pope -  have not scrupled to 
call her so. To speak of her deification is not un­
common among them. B u t I  do not rest m y accu­
sation on these words alone or m ainly. Plain as 
they seem, they admit of a juggling evasion. She is 
a goddess, they wUl tell you, because all true 
Christians are partakers o f the divine n atu re : she is 
om nipotent; but her’s is the omnipotence of prayer 
— that effectual fervent prayer o f a righteous man 
which availeth much. Such paltering could not 
impose on a child; for if it be as they say, w hy not 
assign her attributes to every departed saint— why 
not worship every living believer ? I t  is not, how­
ever, on the score of such language that we charge 
Rom e -ndth idolatry. She would not be a whit less 
guilty if  it had been never used. T h e H o ly  Spirit 
calls'Satan  the god of this w orld-^the belly, the 
god o f the sensual— and covetousness, idolatry. 
B u t worshippers of these deities arc so far from 
openly adoring, that they would indignantly repu­
diate them. Satan is not a jealous g o d ; he is satis­
fied with a divided hom age; he asks not to be con­
fessed with the m outh ; he does not even look for 
conscious veneration. W orship anything but the 
Lord, or anything with the L o r d ; and give it what 
name you will— whether Jupiter, or B aal, Peter or 
M ary— only trust to it for protection and happiness, 
it sufficeth liiin. H e takes to liim self all that is not 
given to the Most High. H o w ould have you wor­
ship them with the impure rites o f heathenism ; but 
if  this cannot be, he is satisfied with spiritual adultery.

Say to an unsophisticated Christian— there is a 
being who was the object o f the thoughts and com­
placencies of God, from all eternity— who was seen 
afore, deshed, hailed by the prophets— the deliverer 
o f the human race— one who was born without sin—  
who now reigns omnipotent in heaven and earth—  
the dispenser of all favours in the order of nature, 
and in the order of grace— the sole refuge of the most 
abandoned siimers— tlie source o f mspiration— our 
mediator, our advocate, oui’ intercessor—one, the 
contemplation of whom, throughout eternity, is the 
whole desire of a Christian; to whose worship Europe 
owes her noblest fabrics, her churches, her monas­
teries, her hospitals. Say this, and ask, who is that 
being ? W ill  not an unsophisticated Christian reply 
at once— the enigma is easily s o lv e d -i t  admits of 
one answer only. Y ou  mean Christ, w ho is all in all 
— the Lord Jesus, God and man— our hope and our 
salvation; to him alone such attributes belong. But 
join the Church of Rom e, and you  m ust say. N o ;  
that being is Mary— our Lady o f peace— oirr Lady 
o f pity— our- Lady o f deliverance — our Lady of 
consolation; or, at least, you wOl hesitate between 
mother and Son.

“  Massillon, one of the m ost eloquent orators of 
the Galliean Church, has constructed his noble argu­
ment for the divinity of Christ, on the ground, that, 
i f  a bemg like Jesus, who is invested w ith rU power 
by G od, who was brought into the world with so 
m uch glory, and who confers every blessing on man, 
be not God, we are indeed idolaters; but that it is 
G od who is chargeable w ith the guilt o f  our idolatry; 
for it is impossible for us to think that a jealous God 
could attach the soul by  such ties to a mere creature.

Such a being, the arbiter o f our destinies— the dis­
penser of all that wo hope for— who does all that 
man looks for at the hands o f God— must necessarily 
till the place o f G od in the human heart. Judge ye, 
whether, taking for granted all that Romo has taught, 
another Massillon m ight not construct as forcible an 
argument for the perfect divinity Mary. Judge ye, 
whether Rom e observes the first commandment, 
which says,— ‘ Thou shalt have no other Gods but 
m e;’ or that other,— ‘ Thou shalt serve the Lord thy 
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy sou l.’ Judge ye then, whether 
Rome be idolatrous or n o t—whether she hath not 
blaspheme'd the awful m ajesty o f the Godhead— 
whether she have not robbed Christ of the love and 
trust of his people.

“  Such, tlien, is the m ystery o f iniquity. Such 
the other Gospel, for which men have been found to 
abandon the Gospel o f  Christ. Such the creed for 
which some o f our brethern have conspired to unpro­
testantize the Church o f England.”  pp. 24— 29.

Dr. Jeune does not indulge in mere vague charges, 
but adduces the evidences upon which his charges 
depend. It  is, indeed, a perfect production on the 
doctrine of the Rom ish Church, with respect to the 
blessed Virgin.

^jloetrg.

L IN E S
Writtenfor the Tomb of the late Mrs. Barington, eldest Daughter of 
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M E T A P H O R .

(oniOlNAL.)

T H E  M A N  O F S O R R O W S .
‘ IheLord hath laid on him the Iniquity of us all.” —Isauh , xliii. G. 

“  Truly this was tlic Son of God.”—Marx,  xr. 39.
I.

Musing, erewhile, in wonder deep upon the Gospel scheme. 
The memory o f ages past came o’er me like a dream ;
And led my wandering feet, in thought, o’er lands that had 

been trod.
And hallowed by the footsteps o f the only Son o f God.
The Holy City rose to view, the centre of the scene,
Flanked on all sides by lofty hills, and many a deep ravine ; 
The glorious Temple, which appeared built by no human hands, 
On Mount Moriah stood, where now the Mosque o f Omar stands; 
That sacred mount, revered alike by Saracen and Jew,
Where Abraham their father’s faith was tested and proved true. 
Mount Sion, with the city o f  the mighty minstrel king,
Where he was wont with prophet harp Jeliovah’spraise losing. 
And David’s tower, to rescue which all Christendom have 

fought,
O’er which the crescent banners of the Moslem proudly float ; 
On every hill, and vale, and brook, and lake, and sea around— 
Like Moses at the bush, I felt that all was holy ground.
I looked back on our Saviour’s weary pilgrimage below ;
From Bethlehem to Calvary all was replete with woe ; 
Revealed in words o f holy writ. I saw, as in a glass.
His miracles, his sutferiugs, and death, before me pass.

T he metaphor is a borrowed or figurative mode of 
expression, b y  which the same idea assumes m ulti- 
tifarious appearances. In  poetry it is an instrument 
of the greatest utility, i f  it be employed in a judicious 
manner. The poet m ust avoid a multiplicity of 
metaphors, otherwise he is apt to perplex the imagi­
nation. K o t only in  poetry is the metaphor a power­
ful instrument in describing the perturbationes 
animi, but it is effectual in giving animation to every 
kind of ^vriting. In  elocution, or oratory, and his­
tory, it is very frequently used. I  will now adduce 
passages from different authors, ancient and modern, 
to confirm w'hat I  have above stated. To commence 
with the king of the ancient poets, the first who 
taught that “ language of the gods’* to men, 
“  And the seaparted with joy,** Here is an instance of 
giving life, i f  I  m aybe allowed the expression, to words. 
Homer, above all other authors, uses the most 
beautiful and expressive metaphors. H e speaks of a 
weapon being thirsty to drink the blood of an enemy, 
of an arrow being impatient to be on the wing ; and 
in describing the wrath o f Agamemnon, in the first 
book of the Iliad, he says “ and from his eyeballs 
flashed the living fire.**— Pope. N ext to Homer, 
Virgil and M ilton, each in his peculiar language, 
claim our attention. The Mantuan bard in the fol­
lowing lines o f the Georgies speaks of Orpheus as 
bewailing his lost Eu ryd ice ;—

So Philomela, from th’ umbrageous wood,
In strains melodious mourns her tender brood.
Snatch’d from the nest by some rude ploughman’s hand, 
Oil some lone bough the warbler takes her stand;
The live-long night she mourns the cruel wrong,
And bill and dale resound the plaintive song.—.Dryden.

AVhat can be more beautiful than the above lines, 
in which the Thracian bard is compared to Philomela 
or the nightingale, “  the poetess of the grove”  ?

In the JEneid we m eet with the following: —
These on the mountain billow  hung ; to those 
The yawning waves the yellow sand disclose.

That greatly endowed poet, Milton, is most con­
spicuous for his exquisite choice of metaphors 
W hen describing Satan in hell, he says—

With head uplift above the wave, and eye 
That sparkling blazed— 
lie  spake : and to confirm his words out flew 
Millions o f  flaming swords, drawn from tlie thighs 
Of mighty cherubim. The sudden blaze 
Far round illumined hell.

Horace, Aristotle, and many other authors, afford 
many excellent exam ples o f metaphor, from whose 
works I  w ill quote in a continuation of this subject 
in the next number o f this periodical.

R . F .

II.
While shepherds watched their wandering flocks in Bethlehem’s 

plains by night,
L o ! from the parted clouds there gushed a glorious flood ot 

ligh t;
And the Angel o f  the Lord, while all were wonder-struck, 

appears.
And heavenly voices praising God fall softly on their ears ;
“  Fear not,”  the herald angel said, “ for news o f joy I bring ;
To you, in David’s town, is born a Saviour and a King
In Bethlehem, the royal child, to raankiiid's gaze displayed,
You’ll And in swaddling garments rolled, and in a manger laid.”

III.
The fulness o f  the time had come ; and, to announce the morn 
To Jewish lands and Gentile isles that hailed the virgin-born, 
A  star in Eastern skies arose, of heavenly brilliancy,
Rejoicing eyes o f  faith that looked Messiah’s reign to see. 
Warned by the heavenly visitant, lo 1 pilgrim princes bring 
Gifts from the East to Salem’s shrine, to liail the newborn king. 
The tidings smote the tyrant’s heart, who Salem’s sceptre 

swayed.
And Salem’s priests, and Salem’s scribes, are summoned to his 

aid;
Tell me, ye sages, learned in lore, what happy spot o f  earth 

To this young rival to our throne is destined to give birth?’ ’ 
“ In Bethlehem o f Judah, Sire, our promised king shall rise, 
For thus the mighty prophet’s voice in holy rapture cries :—
‘ Thou, Bethlehem I art not the least in Judah’s royal land.
For out o f  thee a prince shall spring my Israel to command : 
Whose shoulders shall support the throne, whose reign shall 

never cease—
The Wonderful, the Counsellor, the mighty Prince o f Peace 1’ ” 

Hal”  said the king, “ when rose this star, near which our 
own is dim ?

Haste! and from Bethlehem bring the child, that we may 
worship him.”

No, vulture, no I the heavenly babe is free from thy embrace. 
And Egypt, till thy death, shall be his safe abiding place.
Like tigress o f  her prey when robbed, fierce Herod stormed 

and swore,
And Rama heard the wailing voice of lamentation sore :
’Tis Rachel weeping for her babes she ne’er shall see again, 
Refusing to be comforted, her innocents are slain I

IV.
The child o f  heaven grew flourishing, and every eye could trace 
A  heavenliness, a holiness, sit calmly on his face ;
And ere twelve summers o’er him passed, behold the graceful 

youth
In Salem’s temple reasoning with eloquence and truth ! .
The Doctors gazed upon the lad, nor guessed the reason why 
One all unlearned could prove them so wiih question and reply ; 
His youth, his wisdom, and his grace, their admiration won;

V.
The scene was changed.—On Jordan’s banks a prophet sent by 

heaven—
The Baptist cried “ ye sons o f men, repent and be forgiven.”
That voice, in Juda's wilderness, the people far and near,
Jerusalem, Judea’s sons, had flocked in crowds to hear.
“  Repent, confess your sins, be washed from guilt's polluting 

dye,
The promised Saviour comes at last, redemption’s hour is 

nigh 1”
The pi-ophet spoke, and thousands thronged to the baptismal 

stream,
Type o f  our Saviour’s precious blood, that flowed but to redeem.
W bile thus the startled sinners prussed to be baptised by John,
All undistinguished from the crowd the Son o f God moved on.
Till from the prophet’s loving lips there burst the voice o f 

faith,—
“  Behold the Lamb of God 1 that saves our souls from  sin and 

death I
Alas ! my Lord, it is not meet that thou should’st come to me :
’ O'io rr.:r>A fn  onmA with lonrnne fanni to h(> filnAn hvTis mine to come with leprous soul to be made clean by thee.” 
“  Suffer it now,”  our Lord replied ; “  be thou by Heaven ad­

vised ;
For, to fulfil all righteousness, I needs must be baptised.’* 
Scarce was the sacred rite performed, when softly from above 
The Holy Spirit on his head descended like a dove ;
And lo I a voice from heaven was heard, amidst the glory bright, 
“  This is my own beloved son, in whom I take delight.”

VI.
When next I looked, the Son of God upon a mountain stood ; 
For forty days and forty nights he had not tasted food ;
For forty days and forty nights, in Judah’s wilderness,
The Tempter had been tempting him, with hell’s deceitfulness. 
And now upon that mountain high his last attempt was made, 
When all the kingdoms of the earth before our Lord displayed. 
“ Seest thou,”  he said, “ these Kingdoms great that in such 

glory shine?
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Fall down and worship me, and all their glory ihall be thine.*’ 
Then Jesus turned, and meekly to the Teropter^fiend replied — 
«<Tbou Shalt not tempt, but serve the Lord thy God, and none 

beside.”
The baffled Fiend forsook him then, and from his presence fled, 
And ministering angeU came our testing Lord to aid.

VII.
From Judah’s coast to Galilee his sacred steps he bent,
And miracles o f  mercy marked his course where’ er he went. 
Day after day I saw a squalid group around him stand 
Of invalids, upon whose sores he laid his healing hind;
The leper’s skin was cleansed; the lame were made to walk 

aright;
The maniac's reason was restored—the blind received their 

sight.

VIII.

'Twas mid-day, and Samaria’s sun with burning radiance fell, 
At Syohar, on our Saviour as he sat on Jacob’s well ;
Wearied ho sat, and thirsty, on his father's business bent,
When to draw water from the well a thoughtless woman went. 
“ Give me to drink,”  our Saviour said. “  And would’st thou,” 

she replies,
“ Jew as thou art, ask drink from one so worthless in thine 

eyes?”
“  Woman, if thou but knew'est the gift o f God, and who is He 
That asks to drink, thou wouldst baVe come with thirsty soul 

to me.
And tasted o f a fountain pure, whence living waters flow. 
“ How, Sir ? the well is deep, and tliouhast nought wherewith 

to draw.”
“ Daughter, who drink of Jacob’s well shall thirst again; but 

they
Who drink the water I bestow shall thirst no more for aye;
To all who taste ’twill be a well o f life, whose waters rise_
"With still increasing fulness till they reach beyond the skies 1” 
“  Oh ! give me o f this living stream, that I ma  ̂thirst no more I" 
The harlot’s prayer was granted; and the tidings which she 

bore,
Herself and many a darkened soul converted to the Lord,
Soon as they hastened to the well, and heard his gracious word.

IX.
The features o f  the scene were changed.—It was a Jewish feast, 
Where gathered round the festive board Scribe, Pharuee, and 

priest,
Rulers, and men o f high degree, who to the banquet pressed.
To hear the gracious words that flowed from him the stranger 

guest;
Whose miracles, whose spotless life, whose power and wisdom 

showed
That he, if  not the very Christ, bad come direct from God.
Not Moses, not Elias, e’er such works o f wonder wrought,
Yet blinded men a warlike prince for their deliverer sought. 
Hearing her Lord was nt the feast, there entered on the scene 
One o f Eve’s daughters fair, but frail—a sorrowing Magdalene ; 
Her bosom wrung with deep remorse, and filled with grief 

and fears.
She knelt and kissed her Saviour’s feet, and washed them with

And wiped them with her flowing hair, and, rising from the 
floor,

Hid o’er her Saviour’s sacred head rich flavoured spikenard 
pour.

“ What means this gross extravagance?” the traitor Judas said,
“ Tills costly oiucraent might, if  sold, have filled the poor with 

bread.”
“ Forbid her not,”  our Lord replied; “ the hour is drawing 

near,
When I must leave this earthly scene—the poor are always here. 
Heaven hath to Mary’s faithful heart revealed my coming doom, 
And she with ointment hath embalmed my body for the tom b; 
And ever, as in after years the story shall be told 
Of the good Shepherd o f  the sheep, that wandered from his 

fold.
For whom he bore the ire o f  man, and felt the wrath of heaven, 
Whom from eternal death to save his life was freely given;
This deed o f her’s shall still be named, and the love tor me she 

bore—
Daughter! thy sins are all forgiven-depart, and sin no more I’*

X.
The scene was changed; athwart the sky the rolling thunders 

sweep,
The bowlings o f  the tempest rouse the voices o f the deep ;
Upon the sea o f Galilee y«>n little bark is tossed,
Now mounting o ’er the mountain waves, uow in their hollows 

lo s t ;
But, on the sea-w’ashed vessel’s deck, what dripping forms are 

these,
Whose looks bespeak despair, whose locks are scattered to the 

breeze ?
Are these disciples o f  our Lord ? whence then those looks o f  

woe ?
0  ye o f  little faith ! what fears may move your bosoms so t
F- ar not, however frail the bark, however rough the sea,
The tremblers at the tempest’s voice are safe, 0  Lord, with 

thee;
Behold! beside the stern there sleeps the Lord o f earth and 

heaven,
Though like a reed before the wind the shattered bark is 

driven ;
Aye soundly sleeps upon the deck, though round him rudely 

roar
The warring elements o f  Heaven, the waves that shake the 

shore;
Did ever sleep, at such a time, the eyes o f mortal close ?
Bound ever man, in such a place, stichundisturbed repose ?
No marvel his disciples, then, should wake their slumbering 

Lord,
*•*ijlasiter! we perish! carest thou not? wilt thou no help 

afford ?”
Then Jesijs, though his slumber deep the thunders failed to 

moye.
Heard his disciples* wopds of fear, so wondrous was his love,
He rose, rebuked the stormy waves, and bade tlie thunders 

cease,
The thunders and the stormy waves are hushed at once to 

peace.

Almighty Lord ! these are thy ways, thouseek'st no i>ompous 
show.

Who may thy secret things reveal,or who thy greatness k n ow ! 
When Chaos ruled this infant world, thou said’st “  Let there 

be light.”
The obedient light then first shone forthand chased away the 

night.
XI.

I looked again : To Salem bent, behold the Son o f  God, 
Upon an Ass’s colt, amidst the crowd’s hosannas, rode ;
The joyful crowd who follow him, and who before him go. 
Who o ’er his path theirgarments cast and flowers around him 

throw.
His gathering fhme had gone before, and all Jerusalem 
Poured forth to meet the prophet, who as kingof Salem cam e; 
And Bethany, where Mary dwelt, and Jesus loved to dwell. 
Sent her rejoicing multitudes the general crowd to swell.
“  Hosanna to King David’s Son,” let Sion’s daughters sing,
“  Blessed is he who meekly comesour heaven^anointed king !’* 
Loud were their shouts o f triumph then, and, scattered all 

around,
Emblem o f peace, the olive branch, was strewn upon the 

ground ;
Still calmly in the midst He rode, and not an eye could trace 
One smile light up the sorrow deep that mantled o ’er his face. 
Of all that dense rejoicing crowd his eye alone could see,
With all its sorrows full in view, the cross on Calvary I 
He lingered on Mount Olivet some moments to survey 
His loved Jerusalem, which steeped in glorious sunshine lay ; 
And wept, as through that sunshine bright he saw the gather­

ing gloom.
And to  these unbelieving Jews foretold their fearful doom.
He knew the flckle tongues that now were raised in triumph 

high,
W ould, in a few short days, unite to swell the savage cry 
O f “  crucify h im ! crucify h im !”  L ord ! and can it  be 
That guilty man could e’er prefer a murderer to thee I

XII.
The scene was changed; it was a feast within an ancient hall. 
And o f  the guests 1 noted one, the meekest o f  them all.
Who graceful in the middle sat, and blessed and broke the 

bread,
And tasted o f  the wine, and to the Twelve around him said ; 
“  My body, as this broken bread, shall soon be broken so,
And soon, like this outpoured wine, my blood shall redly flow ; 
Oft eat, and drink, and look to me in holiness and faith, 
Think o f your Saviour’s sufferings, his agony and death.**

XIII.
The scene was changed. The evening sun a lengthened 

shadow throws
Down thy steep vale, Jehoshaphat, where Kedron murmuring 

flows ;
And gilds the Mount o f  Olives’ top, and paints with slanting 

rays
The garden o f  Gethsemano, where Christ in fervour prays. 
Alone in that most solemn hour, bearing the mountain load. 
Of Heaven’s avenging wrath for man’s apostacy from  G od ! 
Wrestling in prayer, till on the ground his sweat in  blood 

drops run,
“ Oh ! Father that this cup might pass, i f  not, thy w ill be 

done !”
A shadow o’er the scene is cast: no mortal may declare 
That awful hour’s unmingled woe, that agony o f p rayer!
He rose refreshed with heavenly strength, and slowly bent 

his way
To where St. Peter, James, and John, oppressed with slumber 

lay.
“  Sleep on, my weary followers, sleep, ’tis darkness conquer­

ing hour ;
Behold! the Son o f Man is now within the traitor’s power. 
But that the voice o f  prophecy may be fulfilled in me.
The shepherd must be smitten, and the sheep m ust scat­

tered be.”
XIV.

I looked again ; to the dread bar o f  Pilate’s court conveyed. 
Meek and mute as is the lamb, when forth to slaughter fed ; 
Mocked and in purple I’obe arrayed, our unrepining Lord, 
Heard his accusers’ false reports, nor answered them a word. 

Away with h im ! away withhiin!” his savage murderers cry ; 
Release Barrabbas ; let this worse thau e’en Barrabbas 

d ie !”
Oh ! Christ, and canst thou still extend to men thy saving 

grace.
W ho bound thee, scourged thee, buffetted, and spit upon thy 

face!
XV.

I looked again, and saw a varied group o f  old and young 
Surround the cross on which our Saviour’s tortured body hung. 
Hark ! to his groans, for us he groans upon that cursed tree :
"  My G od ! my God! o h ! why hast thou, even thou forsaken

The gaping crowd, with ribald jest, and fierce malignant smile, 
Amidst his dying agonies our blessed Lord revile ;
■ Come from the cross, if  thou in truth our promised Sa­

viour be.
Saviour o f  others, save thyself, and we will trust in thee.”
Yet though the burning Syrian Sun, with full unclouded 

blaze,
Poured on his head, all pierced with thorns, its fierce m eri­

dian rays ;
And dried his soul with burning thirst, one look to  Heaven 

he threw ;
“  Father forgive my murderers ; they knownot what they d o !” 
*Tis finished ; all is finished now ; our Saviour's work is done; 
lie  tow s his sacred head—expires—and victory is won !
The Sun in darkness hides his head from such an awful sight, 
And aU the face o f  nature clothes in black and brooding n igh t; 
Earth trembles from her centre; peals o f  thunder rend the 

sk ies ;
The rocks are ren t ; the graves unclosed; the sleeping dead 

a rise !
The vail between the Holiest and the Holy Place is riven,
*Tis useless now, a better way is opened up to heaven ;
The new, the living, only way ; the flesh o f God’s own Son,— 
The day o f types has past away, the day o f grace begun !

O r i g i n a l  © o rrc ^ p o n D c n c e ,

ALPHA.
Sydney, July 17, 1848.

TO THE EDITORS OP THE “  SYDXET GUARDIAN.”

G entlemen,— In the article on the subject of the 
Worship of the Virgin M ary, ■which appeared in 
the last number o f the Sydney Guardian, you ob­
serve, in reference to Father Gother’s anathema, 
“ W e , ”  (Protestants), “ do not affirm that they,”  
(Eomanists), “ put their trust in the Virgin Mary, 
MORE THAN in G od.”  A n d  again, “ Although they 
do not put their trust in the Virgin  Mary tnore than 
in God, yet we assert that they give to a departed 
mortal creature a share at least o f that honour which 
is due to the Alm ighty alone, and exalt the Virgui 
Mary into that office o f mediation, advocacy, and 
intercession between G od and m an, which the 
■written W ord of Inspiration, and the doctrine and 
practice of the Primitive Church, have taught us to 
ascribe exclusive^ to H im  w ho was God of the 
substance of his Father, begotten before the world ; 
and man of the substance o f his mother, bom  in the 
w orld; whose blood cleanseth from aU sin, and ■who 
is able to save to the uttermost all that come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter­
cession for them.”

Doubtless, in all controversies, it is the safer, and 
consequently the better and ■wiser course rather to 
understate, than to exaggerate the opinions of your 
opponents ; and, therefore, in dealing with a subject 
involving a most serious accusation against the 
Church of Home, it was a judicious proceeding to 
express yourselves in a guarded and cautious 
manner, in order that, if  contradicted, you might be 
able to prove the literal accuracy o f your assertions 
by reference to the authorised foriuularies of Horae. 
Still, nohvithstanding such expressions as, “  Jesus 
is m y only hope; and, after Jesus, the Virgin M ary,”  
it is undeniable that in practice the members of the 
Romish communion do go farther thau you have 
stated, and do actually bring themselves ■wdthin the 
reach of Father Gother’s curse b y  worshipping the 
Virgin Mary, and putting their trust in her more 
than'hx God himself, and by exalting her above the 
Saviour of the world. T o say nothing o f the fearful 
blasphemies of Alphonsus Liguori (who was chiefly 
famous for the grossness o f his idolatrous toorship of 
the Virgin Mary, and for his unblushing forgeries of 
testimonies in support of that worship, and who has 
been beatified as the reward o f his dishonesty), and 
other ■writers of the same description, I  will merely 
refer to the remarkable passage in the Encyclical 
letter of the late Pope Gregory X V I ,  which you 
have quoted, but without comment. The real drift 
and full force and meaning o f this passage fully sub­
stantiates the charge I  have m a d e ; and, as I  think 
it was dismissed by  you w ithout having had suffi­
cient justice done to it, I  trust you  wiU allow me to 
recall attention to it. A s  this important, but extra­
ordinary sentence has been m ost ably dealt with in 
Faber’s Letters on Secession, I  send you the com­
ment upon it from that work. “ In  the Encyclical 
Letter of Pope Gregory X V I . ,  bearing the date of the 
year 1832, that Pontiffthus conveys his blasphemous 
exhortations :—

“  That all may have a successful and happy issue, 
let us raise our eyes to the most blessed Virgin Mary, 
who ALONE destroys heresies, w ho is our oREA tEsT 
hope ; yea, the entire ground o f our hope!

“  Here a Pope w ho, as if  in very mockery, claimed 
to be the Vicar of Jesus Christ, denies both the Father 
and the Son;  and thus, at length, w ith a hypocritical 
pretence of religious feeling as contra distinguished 
from the grosser form of avowed infidel feeling, con­
stitutes the Papacy, by assuming the apostolicaliy 
declared badge of Antiohristism, a member of the 
great predicted Antichrist.

“  I  have used strong language, I  adm it; but not a 
whit stronger than is required by  the explicit declara­
tion itself, which is unreservedly put forth in this 
studied Papal composition.

“ W e  may remark the use o f  a sort of climax, 
evidently employed to give the greater force to the 
statement.

“  First, we m ay observe the Virgin described as 
the ALONE destroyer of heresies; if, therefore, alone, 
then God and his Christ are form ally excluded from 
that office.

“ N ext, we m ay observe the Virgin described as 
our GREATEST hop e; if, therefore, greatest, then 
God and his Christ, though not as yet absolutely 
shut out from being conjointly our hope, are exhibited 
as nothing more than a sm aller hope.

“  Lastly, in the highest step o f the climax, we may 
observe this modern Pope correcting his pre^vious 
expression, as inadequate to the supreme power and
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dignity of the Virgin. I t  was not enough to pro­
nounce his goddess relatively to the Father and the 
Son, our okeatest hope. Therefore, correcting 
him self he finally pronounces her, exclusively o f the 
Father and the Son, the entire ground o f our hope.

“  This horrible ebullition of Anti-C hristism , this 
desperate denial o f  the Father and the So?j, cannot be 
got rid o f on the plea, that it is um-ecognised by  the 
Council of Trent, and that it was m erely the insane 
impiety of an individual, for whose exaggerating 
madness the whole Catholic Church is not to be 
made responsible. Tlie blaspheming individual was 
no ordinary individual, but an actual P op e; an 
asserted Vicar of Christ, the head o f the Church, and 
the centre of unity. N or has the outrageous wicked­
ness been confined to Pope Gregory X V I .  The 
Papal denial o f  the Father and the Son, in favour of 
the Virgin’s right to be the entire  ground o f  our 
hope has been officially made the propertj' of the 
■whole Romish Church; nor has that Church, I  
believe, put forth any protest against it. The dcK 
cument w:as printed, for the acceptance of the whole 
body o f Catholics (so called by them selves), in the 
L aity 's  Directory for the year 1833. A n d  in its 
title-.page, that Directory purports to be, ‘ the only 
one that is published with the auth ority  of the 
Vicars Apostolic, in England ;’ and the autuority 
is RATIFIED by the official signature o f James, Bishop 
o f Dsula, Vicar Apostolic^ London.

“  Here wye have conjointly afostolic enforce­
m ent and LAIC ACCEPTANCE. N or docs the matter 
atop with the original devoted slaves o f  Rom e ; it 
extends likewise to all the recent perverts, for their 
perversion has taken place sxdtsequently to the accepted 
papal decision that the Virgin is the entire or 
EXCLUSiyE gr,ound o f  our hope."

I  amj gentlemen.
Your obedient servant,

X .

S A I N T  A N D R E W ’ S C A T H E D R A L , S Y D N E Y .

to the EDITORS OF THE “ GUARDIAN.”
G entlemen,—I  have the pleasure to  enclose, ac­
cording to my promise, a letter from the Secretary of 
the Ecclesiological Society o f London, brought to me 
b y  the “  Emma,”  which will, I  doubt not, be as satis­
factory to others interested in the erection of the 
Cathedraf, as it is to.

Gentlemen,
Y ou r obedient Servant,

O ne of th e  Committee.
P .S ,— I  may as well mention that the stars at the 

end of the letter indicate the omission o f matters 
personal to myself, and in no way comiected with the 
subject of the Cathedral.

2 ^ id  July, 1.848,

(Copy.)
Ecclesiological, late Cambridge Camden, Society, 

3, Park Village, East,
London, 19th February, 1848.

M y  dear  Sir ,— Some time since tw o views of the 
Cathedral of Sydney, accompanied b y  a letter from 
you, were sent to us from the O xford Architectural 
Society., The Committee examined them with much 
interest, and desiredme to convey to jmu the following 
o b s e r v a tio n s T tie y  are m uch pleased to see that 
M r. Blacket has realized the idea o f a  Cathedral, as 
diverse from that of Parish Church. This is a most 
important particular, and is often the last to be ap­
prehended. The improvements on the original de­
sign are most striking. That the style is Third- 
pointed, is to be regretted ; but M r. Blaekct has pro­
duced a very satisfactory effect in his two w esttow ers; 
and generally, where his hand is to be traced. W e  
are not aware what progress has been made m  the 
building. It  would be a great improvement to sub­
stitute lofty single windows in the sides of the tran­
septs, instead of the two ranges o f shorter windows. 
W e  think also the parapets generally are not rich 
enough ; and the battlements in the towers have little 
authority. The central tower is not very w ell capped.. 
F our pinnacles are scarcely enough, and the parapets 
are too long and unbroken.

B u t these are details. I t  is a great satisfaction to 
us, that Sydney Cathedral, with m any drawbacks, 
and many points open to criticism^ is so much im­
proved, and will be altogether a satisfactory whole, 
and a not unworthy church. W e  desire to express 
our opinion of Mr. Blacket’s ability, and wish to 
assure you,, my dear Sir, o f  the great interest and 
sympathy, we feel in your efforts and hopes. May  
they be rewarded. * * * » » *  

I  am, my deat Sir, m ost faithfully yours, 
B E N J A M I N  W E B B -, 

H onorary Secretary.

TO THE EDITORS OP THE SYDNEY “  GUARDIAN.
Sydney, 19th July, 1848.

G entlemen,— I  trust you  will do me the justice to 
insert in your forthcoming number, this contradic­
tion of a statement, made in reference to myself, 
contained in your last. I  cannot persuade myself 
that you would wish to support the system you ad­
vocate by trampling upon either truth or eharity.

It is not true that “  I  belong to that school of 
dissent which has taught its disciples to believe that 

the Church o f England destroys more souls than 
she saves, and that her destruction is a consumma­
tion most devoutly to be wished.’ ”

It is not true that I  am m yself “ by no means an 
inactive agent in disseminating, throughout the 
colony, tracts o f the m ost virulent and calumnious 
character, directed against the doctrines, formularies, 
and discipline of the Ghurch of England.”

I  am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
R O B E R T  R O S S .

Having eonceded to D r . Ross the ‘ justice’ W'hich 
he solicits at our hands, we now claim the privilege 
of explanation for ourselves, that it may not be sup­
posed by any one, M'hethcr friend or foe to the 
Church of England, that w e wish “ to support the 
system we advocate by  trampling,”  as insinuated, 
“ upon truth and charity.”

First. In asserting that D r. Ross belongs to a 
“  particular school o f dissent,”  we mean, of course, 
what every tyro in religious controversy understands, 
that he belongs to a particular body, class, or deno­
mination o f dissenters; and, as there arc no creeds, 
formularies or liturgies among dissenters from which 
to deduce the particular doctrines they teach or 
instil into the minds o f their disciples, we are com~ 
polled to take the sentiments expressed by the lead­
ing men, and received wnth approval by the m em ­
bers, as the sentiments o f  the class or denomination. 
Dr. Ross avows h im self a Minister of a Congrega­
tional Church, better known as the Independent 
Denomination ; w'e say, therefore, that he is of the 
same school o f  dissent as Angel James, Bennett, 
and Binney, men, w ho are regarded by Dissenters 
of the Independent School as eminent and authori­
tative expositors o f their views. The very sentence 
to which D r. Ross objects was quoted by memory 
from Binney, and on reference to the published 
address in which it appears we find the precise 
words to be these .■— “  It is with me, I  confess, a matter 
o f  deep, serious, religious conviction that the Esta­
blished Church is a great national evil—that it is an 
obstacle to the progress o f  truth and godliness in the 
land—and that it destroys more souls than it saves, and 
that, therefore, its end is most devoutly to be unshed by 
every lover o f  God and m an." W e  could, if so in­
clined, produce passages innumerable from the 
writings and speeches o f many of the most distin­
guished teachers o f  the school' o f  dissent (w'e de­
signedly reiterate the expression) to which D r. Ross 
belongs, some equal, and others very far exceeding, 
in virulence, that o f M r. Binney, but tliis is not 
necessary for our ovni vindication.

Secondly. W ith  respect to D r. Ross’'s denial 
that he is an active agent in disseminating tracts of a 
calumnious character, &c., we cannot certainly de­
termine what he m ay consider would entitle any one 
to be regarded as an active agent, but we do happen 
to know that a very large number of tracts of the 
de.scription mentioned have been put into circulation 
here through his agency, and we also beKeve that 
the anti-church newspaper, misnamed The Christian 
Witness, a most virulent and calumnious publication, 
has been sent to h im  in parcels for circulation, as 
well as tracts and other publications containing sen­
tences not less hostile to the Church of England than 
the quotation from M r.. Binney. W e  could, if  'n e ­
cessary to our vindication, enter into further particu­
lars, but W'e wish no other evidence than the printing 
and publication o f the three sermons by Dr. Ross, 
already noticed. Can it be supposed that a clergy­
man of the Church o f England would not consider 
himself calumniated, slandered, falsely accused, if  
told that he has “  solem nly uttered a K'e at the bed­
side of a dying m an ?”  Is it not a virulent attack 
upon the Church of' England to say of her teaching 
“  that there is enough in it to make one weep tears 
of blood, that the Ministers o f the Church, so often 
boastiugly called the- bulwark of Protestantism, 
usurps a divine right, and he who does so, be he 
bishop or priest, is guilty o f a grievous sin and ex ■ 
poses him self to a terrible condemnation?”  That 
“  one portion of the service o f the Church contains 
in itself one o f the m ost deadly errors of P op ery !”  
D r. Ross draws very largely upon our credulity if he 
imagines- that his bold denial of our remark inci­
dentally made w hen we noticed' his- sermonsj. 'will

elicit from us an expression intheform  of an apology. 
W o  lament indeed, the manifestation o f so hostile a 
•spirit on the part o f Dr. Ross, and wherever and by  
whomsover exhibited, and with a view to neutralise 
the effects o f such venom, we consider it expedient 
to characterise the source from which it emanates. 
W e  believe we could adduce without much difficulty 
from the three writers— James, Bennett, and Binney—  
every word which D r. Ross has directed against th e  
Church o f England in his published sermons. O n e  
of the sentences we wcU recollect seeing in M r . 
James’ s Church Member’s Guide, 5th edition, a 
work w ith which we are persuaded D r. Ross is very  
familiar. A s  we stated before, we have no desire, no  
intention to  enter into personal controversy with D r , 
Ross, andw eshould not have noticed eitl.orhim  or his 
publication in the pages of the GwRrdian,had he not 
shewn that he coincided in sentiment w ith the  
editor o f the Eclectic Eeview (a dissenting organ),, 
that “  pure attachment to dissenting principles re­
quires to be kept up in the minds o f a certain class 
by a keexi hatred, and now and then a  little round 
abuse, o f  the Church."

T H E  O A T H  O F S U P R E M A C Y .
TO THE EDITORS OF THE “  SYDNEY GU.ARDIAN.”  ̂

G entlem en ,— I  avail myself o f the information I  
have received o f the early publication o f the first 
number o f the Sydney Guardian, (a journal undoubt­
edly m uch needed, and one which I  trust w ill meet 
with prompt and general support), to seek from you  
some information on a subject Of, as I  conceive, the 
greatest interest to Churchmen at the present time.. 
There is perhaps no one matter of duty upon which a 
Christian ought to be more strictly scrupulous, than 
that o f taking oaths :— for while “  we judge that the 
Christian i-eligion doth not prohibit, but that a m an  
m ay swear when the-Magistrate requireth, in a cause 
of faith and charity, so that it be done according to 
the Prophet’s teaching,, in justice, judgm ent, and  
truth,”  so also “  ive confess that vain and rash 
swearing is forbidden Christian men by our L ord ' 
JesusChrist, and Jameshis Apostle.”  A rtic le x x x ix . 
Tlierefore, when, upon any occasion, an oath is re­
quired to be taken, it behoves the pei son who is to 
take it, seriously to inquire whether he can do so 
with a deal! conscience, without any mental reserva­
tion or equivocation whatsoever.

N o w  then, there is an oath, very-generally adminis­
tered, in fact, one -which is by law imperatively re­
quired to be taken in very many cases, to the con­
tinuance o f which, there are, as it appears to m e, 
insuperable objections. I mean the “  Oath o f Su­
prem acy.”  It is as follow s:— “ I , A .  B ., do swear, 
that I  do from m y heart abhor, detest, and abjure, as 
impious and heretical, that damnable doctrine and 
position, that Princes excommunicated or deprived 
by the Pope, or any authority of the See o f R o m e, 
m ay be deposed ou murdered by their subjects or any 
others whatsoever. And I  do declare that no foreign  
prince, person, prelate, state, or potentate, hath, err otight 
to have, any jurisdiction, power, supes-iority,pre-eminence; 
or authonty, ecclesiastical, or spiritual, within this 
realm. So help me God.”  Hitherto this oath could 
be taken by aU Her Majesty’ s Protestant subjects, 
w ithout scruple; because, although it was well known  
that a foreign prelate, namely, the Pope, did exercise 
ecclesiastical and spiritual jurisdiction, po-wer, and 
authority, -withih the British realms, his doing so w as 
by usurpation, and was in no w ay recognised or 
sanctioned by law. A t  length, however, his jurisdic­
tion, pow'er, and authority, have been in  the m ost 
distinct manner both recognised and sanctioned. 
A n d  further, the titles of dignity conferred by  him  
have been alloweel to take precedence over the highest 
temiioral rank conferred by the Sovereign! This 
w ill appear from the Despatch directing the titles of 
“  Y o u r  Grace”  and “  Your Lordship,”  to be addressed 
to the Popish Archbishops and Bishops I the emis­
saries o f  a foreign power to take rank before natural 
subjects of the Ciueen,— before those w ho owe, and 
w ho pay, entire and undivided allegiance to h e r ! ^

The first point upon which I  desire information, 
either from yourselves or some o f your readers, is ’g 
whether any, and what, steps ha've been adopted to 
procure the abolition of the oath, o f supremacy -which 
it is evident can now no longer be taken b y  any 
m an w ith a clear conscience.

Second ly : B y  whom, and by what authority, has 
the order been issued to style the members o f the 
R om ish  hierarchy, “  Your Grace,”  and “  Y ou r Lord- 
ship.”  The Sovereign, it has been always conceived, 
was the only fountain of honour, yet this direction 
seems to have emanated^ not from the Sovereign, but 
from some other quarter. Is it, therefore, binding 
upon u s?  I  am perfectly ready to admit that the 
Queen m ay, i f  she pleases, create D r. Folding, Duke
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of Sydney, and, upon such creation, that all loyal 
subjects would be bound to pay him all due respect, 
but I  am not prepared to admit that either Lord John 
KusscU, or Earl G rey, is possessed of the power to 
confer, of his own w ill, any .such dignities, or theii- 
equivalents.

I  have the honour to be. Gentlemen,
Y ou r obedient servant and well-wisher,

A X  E N G L IS H  C H U R C H M A N .
M ay 15.

l^ c g is te r  o f  0 ({l(< s ia g ttca [ E n t d lt g tn te .

O R D I N A T I O N S .
B t  the Lord Bishop o f Tasmania, at Launceston, on 
Sunday, June 18. Deacon. —J. II. W hite, Esq ., late 
of St. John’ s College, Cambridge, sub-warden of 
Christ’ s College, Tasmania.

B y the Lord Bishop o f Melbourne, at Melbourne, 
on Sunday, June 25. Priest.— The Rev. M r. N ew ­
ham, M .A . Deacons.— T . H . Braim, Esq., late o f  
St. John’ s College, Cambridge ; W . Bean, Esq ., late 
of St. D avid’ s College, Lampeter.

B y the Lord Bishop o f Adelaide, at Adelaide, on 
Thursday, June 29. Priest.— The Rev. W illiam
Henry Coombes, o f  Gawler Toum. Deacons.— Joim 
’I'alford, E sq ., o f W atergate, Mount Barker; Edward 
King Miller, E sq ., o f Pulteney-street School.

T he C.t.THEDKAi..— I t  was feared that the pecu­
niary depression prevailing in the colony, coupled 
tvith other adverse circumstances, would have m a­
terially interfered w ith the progress of the work, but 
we are happy to say that the committee have been in 
a position to take another contract, which W'ill keep 
the masons going for some months. It is to be hoped 
that by next year the commercial energies of the 
colony -n-ill have revived, and that with their revival 
the zeal and forwardness o f the members of the 
Church in contributing to this truly great and holy  
object will break forth into new life. It will be a 
national disgrace i f  they now' hold their hand from 
the work o f piety they have undertaken. Messrs. 
Jones and Turner, w ho have e.xecuted their former 
contracts so satisfactorily, are again the contractors.

P.vnocHiAL S c h o o l , P i t t  T o w x .— .is  any infor­
mation respecting the Schools, in connexion with 
the _ Church o f England, may not be uninte­
resting to many o f your readers, we are induced 
to request the insertion in your valuable journal of 
a brief report of an examination, which took place on 
the 27th ultimo, o f  the children of the Pitt Toivn 
school. Eleven o’ clock being the horn- appointed for 
the examination, m any parents and others interested 
in the welfare and moral improvement of the children, 
had assembled at the school-house; several persons, 
also, unconnected with the district, were present, 
having come a distance of several miles. To us, 
such a proof of the interest generally expressed in 
the education o f the rising generation was pleasing 
and satisfactory, for we have always regarded the 
proper education o f the young as the main-spring of 
our social and moral improvement. In how many 
bright examples too o f virtue and holiness of life 
have we not seen a verification of the words o f Solo­
mon, “ Train up a childinthe wav he should go and 
when he is old he w ill not depart‘ from it.’ ’ On en- 
jtering the school-room  o f the little village of Pitt 
Town, on Tuesday, the 25th ult., it was pleasing to 
us to see a number (amounting to about sixty) of 
rosy-faced boys and girls eager to give proofs of the 
progress they had m ade. Soon after the Incumbent 
of the parish. (R ev . J. C. E w in ") had arrived, and the 
several classes been disposed in their proper order, 
prayers having been read, M r. Ew'ing called up the 
lirgrt class for examination. This class consisted of 
males and females, who were questioned in Murray’s 
English gram m ar; the parts of speech were told at 
once; they parsed with facility ; the rules o f syntax 
were repeated -with correctness; and from the replies 
to the various questions put to them, they seemed 
to possess as good a knowlege of the government and 
construction o f the English language as could be e x ­
pected from children o f the same age, who had had 
the advantages o f being educated in a school of 
higher pretensions. They seemed to be well ac- 
fi^uinted with English and Scripture History, with 
w e principal facts recorded in the Old ^nd N ew  
lestam ents; they were quite au fa it  in answering 
the questions given them in their catecMsm ; also 
que^ions respecting their collects ; the doctrine of 
he Trinity ; the Crucifixion ; the divine and human 

natures ot our blessed Saviour, were answered in a 
very satisfactory manner. They were also examined 
in geography, and gave very pleasing proof that they 
possessed a thorough knowledge of the relative situ­
ations o f  the various spuutrios, their chief towns and

principal productions, the principal rivers and m oun­
tains ; they could tell how many zones there were, 
and were correct and expeditious in their calculation  
of the latitude and longitude of different places. 
'The girls of this class exhibited various specimens o f  
needlework, which, the ladies present said not only 
reflected credit upon the children themselves, but 
also upon their instructress, M rs. Shaw. I t  would  
be too great an encroachment upon your colum ns, to 
give an account of the examination o f this class on 
other subjects of comparatively minor importance ; 
we m ust remark, however, that their knowledge of 
orthography was very great, with the greatest ease 
they spelt words of six and nine syllables. T h e se­
cond class were examined in their catechism, spell­
ing (words of four syllables), and in reading in their 
Bibles, and acquitted themselves in a creditable 
manner. The infant classes spell words of one syl­
lable, say the Lord’s Prayer and part of their cate­
chism, and can answer many simple questions gene­
rally given at Sunday schools. The examination  
being ended, Mr. Ewing addressed the children, 
saying, that they had acquitted themselves to his 
entire satisfaction ; that the knowlege they evinced 
o f the several branches of education they had been 
examined in, testified highly o f their industry, and 
o f the diligence and attention o f their teacher, M r. 
Shaw . M r. Ewing spoke at some length as to the 
necessity of combining religious with secular in­
struction, and concluded by impressing upon the 
children the propriety of “  remembering their Cre­
ator in the days o f their youth, and the advantages 
which w ill result from doing so.”  The examination, 
wliich occupied upwards of three hours, W'as closed 
rvith prayer. The children then partook o f the 
plum  cake which had been provided for them  and 
were dismissed. In writing a report o f this very in­
teresting examination, it would be a dereliction o f  
duty on our part to neglect to “  give honour to 
w hom  honour is due.”  In  the words of the poet—  

Palmam qui meruit ferat.
To M r. Francis Shaw, teacher of the P itt Town  
School, are due the thanks of the people among whom  
he resides— the highly creditable examination passed 
by the children under his charge, is a sufficient proof 
that his time and talents have been devoted to the 
performance of the duties which devolve upon him. 
In  concluding our report we m ay add, that the 
course o f instruction at present pursued in our 
Schools, embracing as it does religious and secular 
instruction, m ust lead to the m ost important 
results. N o t only do the children (as in the 
case o f the Pitt 'Town School) i f  the intention of the 
Church be carried out, receive sufficient education to 
qualify tlxem for the ordinary duties o f the probable 
situations in life they may in future occupy, but the 
principles of religion which have been regularly and 
systematically inculcated, will, under G od’s blessing, 
influence them through life. Then w ill the blessed 
results o f a religious education be seen, and we hope 
duly appreciated.

C hurch  B uildino.—W e  would beg to call the 
attention o f our readers to the advertisement sum ­
moning a meeting of members o f the Church of 
England, at the southern end o f the city, for the 
purpose of reporting the progress, and o f forwarding 
the erection o f St. Paul s Church, at Chippendale. 
The district o f Chippendale, in which we include, 
also, that o f R edfem , is one o f those suburbs which 
has grow’n into existence within the past six years. 
Its population consists fojr the m ost part o f  m e­
chanics, labourers, dairymen, and persons o f small 
income engaged in business in the city, drawn tliither 
by low  rents and pmer air. The only church for 
this and the other large suburbs immediately con­
tiguous is Christ Church, which is scarcely large 
enough to accommodate the parishioners o f S t. L aw ­
rence. The design of building a church at Chip­
pendale was set on foot in the course of last year, a 
very eligible site in one of the large Government 
paddocks having been granted by  Sir George Gipps. 
'The noble contribution of £500  from one resident, 
added to the other funds raised from the inhabitants, 
has enabled the Trustees to enter upon a contract 
which w ill carry' the walls up as high as the wall 
plate all round, the first stone having been laid on 
the Eoast of the Conversion o f St. Paul, in this year, 
by the Lord Bishop of Sydney. The object o f the 
present meeting is to prornote the collection o f funds, 
and to make more public than has y et been thought 
necessary, the particulars of the undcrtalcing. The  
pressing spiritual wants of the district, the peculiarly 
good spirit in which the work has been begun, and 
the comparison which is suggested against Church­
men by' the successful efforts of the Dissenters and 
Rom anists in the erection of their places o f  worship, 
in  the same neighbourhood, should all combine to

stimulate the people to help in this holy work -aith 
good heart. W h y  should the Church o f England so 
constantly subject herself to the scorn o f her enemies 
and rivals for the lukewarmness o f  her own people ? 
A\’h y  shmdd the Dissenting Meeting-house and the 
Roman Catholic Chapel rise to completion without 
hindrance, while the walls o f our churches lie waste 
and incomplete ? Let Churchmen cease from the 
strife of tongues, and work for their Zion with heart 
and hand, and they will accomplish that sure defence 
against error in doctrine and corruption in practice, 
which the controversy o f W'ords w ill never effect.

St . Mark ’ s, A le x a x d r ia .— W e  are truly re­
joiced to see that tenders have been called for the 
foundation of this Church, a site for which has been 
admirably chosen on the D arling Point Road, 
nearly opposite M r. Smart’s gate. The determining 
the site has hitherto been a matter o f some difficulty; 
but the spot at last fixed upon has been obtained 
upon sneh terms as to make it in effect a gift from 
Mr. Mort, the proprietor. I t  includes a site for the 
parsonage. The parishioners are anxious to hasten 
the erection of the latter as w ell as the Church, and 
if  there are funds sufficient it w ill be most desirable 
to do so ; but as there is a convenient residence at 
present for the clergyman, we hope that the build­
ing the Church w ul be first attended to, as the 
more urgently necessary, and, on all accounts, the 
more worthy object. The design for the building is 
very beautiful; the style is early English, nave 
with clerestory', aisles, and w'ell proportioned chan­
cel ; with an engaged tower at the west end of the 
north aisle. The tower when complete, wdl have 
an elegant stone spire, which w ill form an attractive 
object from Sydney and the neighbourhood of Port 
J ackson.

N ew  Churches. - The following new Churches 
are in progress or in immediate contemplation:—  
In  Sydney— St. Andrew ’s Cathedral, St. Philip’s 
N ew  Church. In the suburbs— St. Paul’ s, Chippen­
dale ; St.------- Pyrm ont; St. M ark ’s, Alexandria. In
the country— St. Clement’ s, Y ass ; St. — - ,  Berrima; 
S t . --------, D ural; St. --------Wilberforce.

SvnNEY Choral Society.— A  “ Visitors”  practice 
o f this Society, deferred from the previous W ednes­
day', took place on W ednesday evening, the I9th  
instant. The music was sacred, and consisted of 
three Chorusses from the Messiah, “  A n d  the glory 
of the Lord,”  “  A l l  w'e like sheep,”  “ For unto usa  
child is born,”  a “  Gloria in E xcelsis”  and “ KyTie,”  
from Mozart’s 2nd and 12th M a s s ; two “ services,”  a 
“  Cantate Dom ino,”  and “ Magnificat, by Smith of 
D ublin ; a Chorus “ A llelu ia ,”  from Beethoven’s 
Mount of O lives; an Anthem  by  K lein , and a “  Sanc- 
tus,”  by Neukomn. Making all due allowances for 
the trifling inaccuracies incidental to a non-profes­
sional Choir, we m ay pronounce the performance to 
have been very satisfactory'. There was much preci­
sion in time, and a marked improvement in general 
intonation. Smith’ s (ofD u blin ,) “  Cantate Dom ino,”  
Beethoven’s “  A lleluia,”  (M ou n t o f O lives,) and 
Handel’s “ For unto us,”  from the Messiah, were the 
best executed pieces. The room  was well filled; 
amongst the Visitors were the Lord Bishop, and 
General and Lady W ynyard, and suite. A s  this is 
the first occasion of our noticing this Society, we may 
state more at length what are its constitution and 
objects. It W'as formed in M ay, 1845, with the pro­
fessed design of encouraging the practice of Choral 
Music, sacred and secular, b y  the best composers; 
with a special view to the improvement o f the Church 
Choirs, and also with a more general view of exciting 
and maintaining a taste for good music, It  is under 
the patronage of the Bishop, and under the manage­
ment of a President, and Committee, o f w'hich the 
Parochial Clergy are ex officio Members, the Presi­
dent being also a Clergyman. The Organists and 
singing boys of the Sydney' parishes, are admitted as 
honorary members, as are also all persons w'ho may 
be recommended by  the Clergy or members of the 
Committee, as singers. A ll  other members are ad­
mitted by ballot, pay'ing either an annual subscription 
of one pound, or two shillings per month. W ith  a 
view to keep the Society more strictly to its original 
ecclesiastical object, and to prevent its degenerating 
into a mere Concert-singing Society', it was found 
necessary, soon after its formation, to confine it to 
members of the Church o f England. For a time this 
measure curtailed its popularity, but experience has 
proved its wisdom. The direct superintendence and 
frequent attendance o f one or more of the Clergy', at 
the wcelcly practice, has the effect o f keeping the 
main objects of the Society constantly in view, and 
of giving an orderly character to its proceedings. It 
is furnished with an organ o f very good tone and 
sufficient power for choral purposes, built in the 
colony, by Mr. W m . J. Jolmsgn, the Organist of



is te E  SYDNEY GUAKDIAN.

ChriBt Church. Mr. James Johnson, the Organist of 
S t. James’s Church, is the Conductor, and to him  
m ust be mainly attributed the musical progress and 
efiSciency o f the members. Like all societies de­
pending for existence upon the persevering regularity 
and assiduity of its active members, the Choral Society 
has had its difficulties in securing the necessary at­
tendances, and many who eagerly joined the practice 
meetings when they were a noveltjr, soon lost the 
patience to continue regularly. B u t it has neverthe­
less, always secured the earnestness and steadiness of 
a sufficient number to carry on its proceedings with 
success, and in spite of discouragement, its musical 
strength at the present time is such, as to afford a 
very efficient choir for choral m usic. The singing 
members meet once a week for practice, and on the 
last week of every second month, there is a visitor’s 
night, when the members m ay introduce each three 
friends by tickets, to the practice. Sacred and secular 
music are practised alternately, every two months. 
So soon as the funds w ill enable the Committee to 
make a grant for the purpose, it is proposed to estab­
lish  a school of music, to which boys from the several 
parishes, and other persons desirous o f availing them­
selves of it, shall be admissible on the payment of a 
sm all fee. Independently of its higher effects, the 
Choral Society has usefulness in providing innocent 
recreation for the members o f the Church. But we 
m ost desire it should serve to the great end of pro­
moting and improving congregational singing. N o ­
thing can be more jmsatisfactory than the common 
slovenliness and worse than poverty o f  our church 
singing ; Nothing can be more soul stirring and devo­
tional, than the decent performance o f the musical 
parts of our public services, by  a congregation led by  
a well ordered choir. It m ay be attained so easily 
with a little care and zeal on the part o f  the Organists, 
aided by the interest and co-operation and personal 
oversight of the clergy, that it seems really hard that 
the church’s ritual should be marred, as it is so fre­
quently, by the prevailing defects in  its musical por­
tions, Much has been done in England, o f late, to 
remedy the evil, and w-e think m uch m ay yet be done 
here also ; and as means to this end, ŵ e cordially 
wish the Choral Society success, and as cordially 
recommend it to the good w ill and support of the 
members of the Church. W e  m ay mention, that, 
w e shall always bo glad to receive communications on 
the subject of Church music, which m ay help to excite 
interest or diffuse information respecting it.

L yin g - in  I nstitutions.— M uch has been w itten  
lately in the newspapers on the subject o f providing 
shelter and care for those who are too poor to make 
proper provision for themselves during the time of 
cliild-bearing. A  Society, called the Dorcas Society, 
for supplying medical and other help in the homes of 
the poor at such a time, has been m any years in ex ­
istence ; and we perceive a house has been taken at 
the south end of Pitt-street, w hich professes to be a 
lying-in  hospital; but the latter has been instituted 
b y  the Roman Catholics, and the former has, as to 
its management, fallen almost entirely into the hands 
o f  Dissenters. W ithout at all disparaging the zeal ot 
charitable intentions o f either one or other of these 
bodies, we yet feel called upon to urge the extreme 
desirableness of having such a society or institution of 
om- own. 'There can be no question but that there is 
wealth enough and numerical strength enough in the 
Church of England to furnish the means of main­
taining in very great efficiency this as well as other 
chai'itable institutions for our onm people j and if  so, 
reason and common sense, as w ell as higher prin­
ciples stm , suggest that w e should also most effi­
ciently manage for ourselves any such societies. W e  
maintain that no charitable institution is complete in 
its organisation that is not under the superintendence 
and control of the clergy as such. I t  is a part of 
their office to be guides, stewards, and referees in 
ministering to the bodily necessities of the people, 
and in order to fulfil this their office satisfactorily, 
they m ust be so recognised in the organisation of 
whatever charitable societies the members of the 
Church of England, Whether assisted b y  others or 
not, m ay establish. W h ere our clergy are mixed up 
With the ministers of other religious communities in 
such an office, they m ust either sink their spiritual 
claims altogether, or be content to  risk all sorts of 
misunderstandings and heart-burnings b y  encounter- 
m g rival claims. Hence it is that to avoid one and 
the other evd, they are obliged to keep aloof alto­
gether from taking any active part in the manage­
ment of the larger charitable institutions of the City. 
I n  earlier times of the colony it m ight have been 
necessary that the whole com munity should com­
bine in order to effect any work o f the k in d ; but 
w e do think that the time has now  come when 
the Church’s people m ight do everything they want

for themselves, w ithout employing the agency of 
Dissenters and Rom an CathoUcs, however high- 
minded and trustworthy such agents may have 
proved themselves. T h e latter body has at any rate 
set an example which we shall do well to follow, for 
they have not only a Lyin g-in  Institution but also a 
Magdalen Hospital o f their own. W e  want the 
bonds of Christian brotherhood and fellowship 
mthin the Church m ultiplied and drawn closer. W e  
want more social union amongst ourselves ; and the 
seeing each others faces and interchanging counsels 
with all the freedom o f those who are brethren in 
one household o f faith, for purposes of piety and 
charity, forms part of the reality of that fellowship.
It is a great, as w ell as m ost common, mistake to sup­
pose that what are caUed “  Sectarian”  feelings and 
jealousies are prevented or allayed by the union in 
committees and boards, &c., of the ministers of 
various “  religious denominations.”  For if anyone 
thing more than another be calculated to suggest 
such feelings and to risk such jealousies, it is this 
jumbling together in  unnatural juxta-position, of 
those whose principles m ust be to maintam each his 
claim to ministerial position, agauist the others. 
Whereas where each is amongst his own people, such 
thoughts can have no place ; every one is at ease, can 
speak freelv without fear o f offending prejudices, can 
confide and be confided in without the entering in of 
fears and misgivings. AVe speak from experience, 
and we can safely assert upon that experience both of 
our own and others, that the surest way to avoid 
sectarian discords, is for every religious community 
to keep itself to itself in  its fellowship of charity, as 
well as o f  worship. There is then no clashing of 
creeds; no rubbing o f religious opponencies; no sug­
gestions o f differences; no rivalries; and no risk of 
rivalries and jealousies. A l l  then thoroughly un­
derstand one another, and can go on each in his own 
way of well-doing, cordially wishing the other God  
speed in aU his labour o f love, knowing only the 
friendly rivalry of trying which can do most good 
Without any compromise of liis own principles or 
position. 'VVe say then that we greatly desire to see 
amongst the members o f the Chinch of England a 
Lying-in Institution o f their own in Sydney. The 
most simple o f all arrangements would be for each 
parish to have its own society under the direction of 
the clergvman, assisted in the management by  a 
small committee ; bu t in case the parishes separately 
should not be able to provide means sufficient, two 
or more might unite their subscription lists and have 
one board of management. Contributions might be 
made in kind as well as in money, and ladies might 
be asked to assist in making clothing, &c. Each  
parish could, it is to be supposed, find at least one 
well-disposed person o f sufficient leisure to under­
take whatever visits o f  inspection might be necessary 
within her own parish ; and we do not apprehend any 
difficulty in meeting w ith women of good character 
to attend as nurses. Our worthy medical men too 
are always ready to co-operate with the clergy in any 
work of the kind. AVhatever is done should be done 
well, and it should not be thought sufficient to pro­
vide food or other comforts of an inferior quality be­
cause they are for the poor, but all should be of the 
best and abundant in  quantity. There should be 
no paltry niggardliness, and the only circumspection 
should be as to the character of the persons applying 
for relief. W e  would not restrict the charities o f the 
society to members o f  the Church of England, but 
we would profess first o f all to care for our own, and 
then be ready to give a helping hand to others that 
cannot obtain help elsewhere. W e  would recom­
mend a beginning to be made with a society for as­
sisting Women at their own homes, and when that is 
well established, the parishes might combine to pro­
vide a Lying-in  Hospital to be placed under the 
charge o f the Parochial Clergj' and a board of ma­
nagement consisting o f one lay person from each 
parish. \Ve would beg respectfully to call the at­
tention o f the Sydney Clergy to this subject, and 
shall be glad to hear that before our next publication 
something will have been done in furtherance of the 
object we have in view . AVe shall be glad to publish 
any suggestions that m ay be offered on the subject.

forw'ard to the dignity of Cardinal, as the reward of 
eminent service to his Church. B ut all these things 
he counted but loss that he might win Christ. 
H aving in the course of his duties had occasion to 
reply to some scruple^ of his pupils, the answers 
which he gave seemed to have been less satisfactory 
to him self than to those who were under his instruc­
tion. B y  divine grace, he was subsequently led to 
reject successively, the doctrine o f the m ass,  ̂ the 
worship o f the virgin, and the invocation o f saints, 
as idolatrous, and having no warrantry in G od ’s 
w ord ; and he has now, after a long probation, been 
admitted to fill the important post of Italian P ro ­
fessor o f  Theology and Theological Tutor in the 
Malta College. H e has there surrounded him self by  
a body o f reformed priests; and, with the fu l l  and 
express sanction o f  his Diocesan, (the Bishop of 
G ibraltar), is labouring to establish Italian reformed 
congregations, both in Malta and elsewhere,^ on the 
principles of the Anglican Church, with the T hirty- 
nine Articles o f that Church as a doctrinal basis ; 
and (to borrow the words of the Bishop o f Gibraltar) 
is adopting “ the most effectual way of acting upon  
Italy  itself.”  H e  has also bound him self to take no 
step, Avhile connected ndth the College, without the 
approval o f  the Bishop. D r. Achilli visited England  
w ith the recommendation of his Diocesan, and with 
the fu ll and entire approbation of our late venerable 
Prim ate and the Bishop of London, to endeavour 
to interest the members of the Church of England in 
the great work of an Italian reformation. In  this 
m ost h o ly  work we sincerely trust that success 
has attended his efforts.

T he C horoh of F rance.— The Archbishop o f  
Paris has personally assured the Government o f  the 
loyal support o f the clergy. M . D upont de TEure  
m et his assurance by saying that liberty and reli­
gion are two sisters, who are equally interested in 
their m utual w elfare; and he assured the arch­
bishop that he might count upon the good-w ill of 
the Provisional Government.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .
TaB Editors desire to remind those friends who hare so_kindly 
evinced a readiness to assist them in their labors, that it is their 
wish that OteChtarditm should he a Journal o f I.iterary and Sci­
entific information, as well as of Theology. Hitherto they have 
received scarcely one article, excepting on Theological subjects, 
and in this department they have more than they require, or 
can make available for some considerable time. They w ish to 
direct particular attention to this fact I

They would also beg to observe, that as the Guardian circu­
lates amongst all classes, the subjects selected, and the style of 
writing, should be made as generally instructive and as popu­
larly interesting as possible; all unnecessary quotations from 
Latin and Greek authors in the original being studiously 
avoided.

Contributions will not be received unless accompanied with 
the name o f the writer, and it should always be stated whether 
original or extracted.

C. C. The criticism on “ Jacob leaning on his staff,’ * is de­
ferred till next month. The subject is important, and re­
quires to be slightly altered and expanded.

R. P. We have taken the liberty to obliterate the Latin and 
Greek from the article Metaphor, as that figure o f speech is as 
completely illustrated by the English poetic version, as by the 
original, and both we thought unnecessary.

R. J.— 137, Psm. We exceedingly regret to say, that this 
paper has been mislaid. Could the contributor oblige us with 
another copy, and also say whether it is original ?

T h e  R e V. D r . A c h i l i I .— A s the name o f D r, 
Achilli has been o f late frequently before the public 
in reports o f speeches delivered by him at various 
meetings in England, it m ay be of interest to our 
readers to have a short account of him. D r. A chilli 
is a man of high character, talent, and learning and 
was formerly, for m any years Professor of D ivinity  
at Yiterbo, and connected with the Dominican  
Order. H e  subsequently fiUed the distinguished 
post o f Professor in the Minerva College, at Rom e, 
was designed for the Yioariate Apostolic o f the 
Ionian Islands, and m ight reasonably have looked

T h e  Clergy and Churchmen throughout the colony 
are requested to assist the Conductors o f  this 
periodical by contributing articles, as w ell as by  
forwarding intelligence of events coimected with  
the Church in their respective localities, authenti­
cating their communications with their names, con­
fidentially i f  thought desirable.

Address (pre-paid) to the Editors, at Messrs. 
Colm an and Pidchngton’s, George-street, Sydney.
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