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THE BIBLE: 

ITS EVIDENCES, CHARACTERISTICS, AND 


EFFECTS. 


A LECTURE on the Bible would be at any time a 
task of great responsibility, but it is especially so 
at the prese!lt day, when so many are endeavouring 
in "arious ways to undermine the authority of the 
saered ...olume. For this very reason, however, 
a servant of Christ, when required to undertake it, 
may the more confidently depend upon the help of 
his Divine :Mastrl' for its successful accomplishment. 
In depemlcnce upon that help I have prepared this 
essay; and I trust that, notwithstanding its defects, 
it will prove, by God's blessing, conducive te a. 
firmer belief in, and higher appreciation of, this 
most wonderful book. 

l\S the subject admits of being h'eated in many 
diffel'ent ways, I would in the fil'st instance c>lution 
you against expecting what I do not purpose to 
attempt, and so misapprehending the nature and 
purport of my argument. It is no part of my plan 
to explain or defend the peeuliar doctrines of 
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Christianity. The fact of those doctl'ines being 
derived fl'om it is doubtless the cause of that repug­
nance to the Bible which makes the rationalist use 
all manner of sophistical a~rtifices for persuading 
himself and others that it is unwol,thy of belief; 
but I shall not now try to dispel his pr~judices by 
convincing him of their unreasonableness. Neither 
shall I adduce any of the usual arguments for 
proving the "divine and miraculous origin" of 
the Bible. Again, I shall not discuss the question 
whether this or that particular book ought to be 
included in the Bible; for if every book and por­
tion of a book ~oncerning whose ~enuineness there 
is any the least ground of doubt; wCI'e omitted, the 
observations which I am going to make would not 
need to be in the slightest degree modified. Neither 
shall I concern myself about the nLrious readings 
-to the number, it is assert.ed, of] 50,000-which 
are found in the existing manuscripts of the BiLle. 
The fact of their occurrence can be easily explained: 
and they are of such a kind as not to afl'ect at all 
materially the character of the volume or any of 
the books which compose it. One other preliminary 
remark I wish to make. While desirous, as far as 
possible, to avoid giving offence or causing pain to 
any of my hearers, I must ask you to remembcr that, 
speaking as a bishop of the Church of England, I 
must state as they appear to 111e the facts to which 

http:assert.ed
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its Evidences. 

I l'cfer, and therefore some of my statements may 
probably be contmry to the conscientious convic­
tions of individuals among you. As, however, I do 
not profess to be infallible, I am quite willing to 
concede to everyone what I claim for myself-the 
free exercise of that reason with which God has 
endowed us, and for the right usc of which we are 
severally responsible to Him alone. 

Having told you what you must not expect from 
me, I will briefly state what I now propose to 
myself. My purpose at present is to consider the 
Bible simply as a. volume of ancient writings-such 
as those of HOlllCl', or Herodotus, Plato, Dcmos­
thenes, or any other classical author. Regarding 
it in this character, I shall first adduce some evi­
dences of its authenticity-i. e., reasons for believing 
that all the books of which it consists are really what 
they profess to be, and worthy of credit. I shall 
next enumerate sOll1e of its peculiar characteristics; 
and, lastly, I shall remind you of the effects which 
it has produced in the world. 

THE lWIDENCES OF TilE nmL~. 

First, then, regarding the Bible simply as it 

volume of' ancient writings, and therefore omitting 
all consideration of that witness which the believer 
"hath in himself," (I John v. 10,) I will adduce 
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some evidences, which, although fal' from including " wri 
all that might be allcged, appear to me conclusively ! wit 
to establish its authenticity. The volume which we 
call the Bible, consists, as you know, of two parts, ane 
the Old and New Testaments, each of which may alIt 
pl'operly be regarded as a distinct yolume, and I'e- CO il 

quires to have its evidences considered sepa,rately, cor 
I will begin, thon, with those of the New Tes­ sue 

tament, This contains the Scriptures whieh me 

Aut.henticity 
of the New 
'l\'si::uucnt. 

belong exclusively to the Christian 
• 

Church, and are accounted sacred 
only by that Church. 

wh 
St. 
wh 

Among the evidences of theil' authenticity are, ani 
.first, the numerous ancient manuscripts which have ~-I 

been found in various eountt-ies very distant from, lit! 
and having little or no intorcourse with, one anothm'; Al 
some of them as old as the fourth century of the of 
Christian era, and all substantially agreeing with WI 

one another, no 
Secondly, besides manuscripts, there exist many hi 

ancient versions of these Scriptures, such as the ar 
Ethiopic, the Armenian, the Arabic, two Egyptian, m 
quite distinct from each other; the lA.tin of se 
Jerome, known as the Vulgate of the fourth een­ rc 
tury; together with one much older, of which at 
Jerome's was a revision; and the Gothic. No .II 
such evidence from manuscripts and yersions can S 
be adduced for the authenticity of any other h; 
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writings of the same or nearly the same antiquity 
with the New Testament. 

TIti1'dly, in addition to that of manuscripts and 
ancient versions is the evidence of quotations and 
allusions made by a series of Cltristian authors, 
commencing from the age of the Apostles, and 
continuing onwards without any break through all 
sllccessive generations. Among them may be enu­
merated Barnabas, Clement of Rome, and Hermas, 
whose names occur in the Acts of the Apostles or in 
St. Paul's Epistles; Ignatius, Polycarp, and Papias, 
who were certainly contemporary with St. John, 
and pl'obably with others of the Apostles; Justin 
Martyr, Hegcsippus, and Irenreus, who followed a 
little Jater; then, in the next generation, Clement of 
Alexandria, and TCl,tullian, and afterwards Ol'igen 
of Alexandria. Subsequently to him is a host of 
writers, too many for me to name, in whose works 
not only do quotations and allusions occur, but the 
historical books-the four Gospels and the Acts­
are distinctly mentioned. The value of this testi­
mony is greatly enhanced by the faet that the 
several witnesses lived in different cOllntries, very 
remote from one another. The first Clement lived 
at Rome, Ignatius at Antioch, Poly carp at Smyrna, 
Justin Martyr in Syria, Iremeus in France, the 
Second Clement and Origen in Egypt, and Ter­
.tullian at Carthage. No such testimony as this can 
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be adduced for the authenticity of any other ancient 
b

book. 
e; 

Fourthly, and this is especially important, we G 
have not only the pl'iYate opinions of individuals, C 
indicated by quotations and allusions in theil' writ­ ;l 
ings, but also the judgment of the whole early b 
Church-that Chul'ell which, despite the most d 
terrible pel'sccutions, extended itself throughout all 

0­
parts of the worlel, and at length embraced the a 
whole Roman empire. This judgment is shown 

sl 
by the manner in which these scriptm'es are always 
spoken of "as books sui generis, possessing an b 
authority which belonged to none othel's, and con­ t(
clusive in all questions and controversies among E 
Chl'istians." They were in very early times collected J
into a distinet volume. They ",el'e distinguished 
by appropriate names and titles of respect. They 

~ 

)( 

were publicly read and expounded in the religious 
lJ 

assemblies. Commentaries were written on them, ft 
harmonies formed out of them, cliff'el'ent copies 

t'
carefully eolia ted, and versions (as I have alt-eady t
notieed) made into different languages. And, 

~ 
besides all this, when those heresies, of the springing 

t.
up of which we have indications in several of the 

fEpistles, began to distUl'b the peace of the Church, 
not any of their leaners ventured, so far as appears, 

s 
t

to dispute the authority of the Christian Scriptures. 
On the contrary) they "were usually appea,led to 

v 
1: 
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by both sides in their controvel'sies," Evon the 
early adversaries of Ubl' istianity, by attacking the 
Gospels as books containing the accounts on which 
Christianity was founded, hn,ve helped to confirm 
their authenticity. These propositions, as remarked 
by Pn,ley (fl'om whose admirn,ble work on the evi­
dences of Chl'istin,nity I have bOrl'owed t.he substance 
of this part of my argument), cannot be affirmed of 
any othel' books iJesilies those which at pI'esent con­
stitute the volume of the New Testament. 

It may indeed be alleged, and tt'uly, that some 
books now included in that volume-viz., the Epistle 
to the Heul'elVs, the Epi,;tle of St. James, the Secund 
Epistle of St. Peter, the Second and Tbil'd of St. 
J olm, that of S ude, and the Rook of Revelation­
were not uni"ersallyreceived by the Church as canon­
ical until some time after the rest. But this fact, 
instead of invalidating, really confirms the argument 
for the authenticity of the whole; for it shows 
that great care was taken by the early Church in 
the formation of what is called the Canon of(C 

Scripture," i.e., the volume of writings which eon­
tain the acknowledged rule of Christian faith and 
practice. Such is the evidence which I would now 
submit to you for the authenticity-not, I repeat 
the inspiration, but simpl'y the authenticity-ot' the 
volume of the New Testament j and I do not 
hesitate to say, that if it be pronounced insuffi­
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cient, none of the ancient classics can be proved 
genullle. 

2. I proceed to adduce evidences of the Old 
Testament containing 	the writings which, though 

regarded as sacred by Cilristians as 
Aut,hcnticity 
of (he Old well as Jews, may properly be termed 
Testament. h J . IS' C'd d't e eWls 1 cl'lptures. onsl ere 111 

reference to the periods of time to which 
they respectively relate, they may be arranged 
in the following divisions, viz., the Pentateuch; 
Joshua and Judges; the Books of Samuel, Kings, 
and Onronicles; with those of the prophets 
who wrote before the taking of .JOl'usalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar j the Book of Daniel j and the 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah, ~ith those of 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, who wrote after 
the return of the Jews from Babylon. The 
Psalms were probably written at diii'crent times 
throu~hout all these successive periods; but 
although the approximate dates of some have been 
determined with tolern.ble certainty, those of the 
greater number can be only doubtfully conjectured. 
I have therefore left them out of this anangemellt. 
I have also omitted from it Job, the Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes. Solomon's Song, and the Book of 
Esther j because I shall not notice them in the 
argument upon which I propose to ground 
the authenticity of the Scriptures included in 
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its several divisions. This argument, which ap­
peal's to me conclusive, I will now briefly state. 

(a) The Old Testament Scriptures, as we now , 
have them in their original . Ianguage, or rather 
Ianguap:cs (for a small portion of them is in 
Chaldee), are substantially the same with those in , 
possession of the .Jews at the commencement of the 
Christian era. This is proved incontestably by the 
ancient 1I1S5. which have been preserved by that 
people themselves in different pal'ts of the world, and 
likewise by the Greek version of the whole volume, 
known as the Se tuagint, no portion of which was 
made later than I SO B. c. Starting, therefore, with 
this admi tted fact, I would lead you backward 
through the several divisions under which I have 
classilicd them, beginning with the books relating 
to the period which followed the return of the 
Jews from Babylon. Of this period, extending 
from about 535 to about 400 B.C. it is to be ob­
senec! that the whole comes within the recognised 
historic age, and the authenticity of the Jewish 
writings must be dctm'mined by the same evidence 
as Greek, or any others professedly written within 
it. 'What evidence, then, have we for the 
authenti~ity of'the lstories of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
and the pr'ophetical writings of Haggai, Zechariah, 
and Malachi? VVe have this, that they were 
accepted in the time of our Lord by the whole 



14 The Bible: 

n~lii2n of the J elVs-not by the inhabitants of 
.Jud::ea and Galilee only, but also by those Jews who 
werc dispersed abroad in every bnd, "Pal'tliians, 
and Medes, and Elamites, and dwellCl's in Mesopo­
tamia and in Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and PamphyJia, in Egypt," and in all 
other countries, Such universal acceptance of 
them at that time might alone be esteemed con­
clusive proof of their authenticity, but we have 
likewise the independent evidence of the Septuagint 
version, which carries us back more than 150 years 
furthel', No reasonable doubt, therefore, can exist 
as to the genuineness and trustwOl,thiness of that 
portion of the Old Testament which belongs to the 
period after the retur'n of the J elVs from Babylon, 

(b) Assuming this, I would next point out 
~ 

the testimony which these bear to the authen­
D 

ticity of those pl'eceding them. The allusions 
c. 

which they contain to what" is written in the law tl 
of Moses," to the praising of the Lord" after the 

tl 
ordinance of David, King of Israel," to the re­

lS 
peopling of Samaria by Esarhaddon, King of y(
Assyria, to the widely-extended dominion of 

li~ 
Solomon, and to all the long series of God's judg­

Se 
ments and mel'cies, as recorded in the P entateuch 

str 
and the Book of Judges-clearly show, as docs yet hoc 
more certainly the reading of' the book of the law 

car
in the presence of' all the people by Ezra, that the 

the 
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more ancient Scriptures belonging to all the 
antecedent periods of their histoI'y W('I'e then in 
the possession of the priests and ruleI's, and were 
regarded by the Jews of that age with the same 
implicit belief and reverence as by the Jews of the 
present day, Moreover, it is to be remembered 
that, while a large number of the Jews remained 
in the lands to which Nebuchadnezzar had re­
moved them, sOllie of the ten tribes who had been 
cunied away by Esarhaddon, or bad previously 
joined the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
l'eturnell with their brethren and settled in the 
land of J ud~a, The testimony, therefore, of Ezra 
and Nehemiah to the earliCl' books of the Old 
Testament, shows them to have been the sacred 
Scriptures, not of the JelVS only, but of the whole 
nation of the Israelites at the expil'ation of the 
captivity in Babylon. This is an important link in 
the chain of evidonce for their authenticity, But 
that which I now wish you particularly to observe 
is, that since the captivity lasted only seventy 
years, and we are expressly told of old men who 
lived through it, and remembeI'ed the glory of 
Solomon's Temple which N ebuchadnezzar de­
stroyed, this acceptance by all the Jews of the 
books of Daniel and Ezekiel, who wrote during the 
captivity, and of the 1300k of .Jeremiah, who for 
the latter years of his life was contemporary with 
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them, is conclusive evidence of the authenticity of 
those writings. In respect to them, at least, the 
united testimony of the Jews who returned from 
Babylon, and those who remained behind, must be 
received as decisive evidence of thei!' general 
authenticity. I say general authenticity, because 
I am not concerned now with the genuineness of 
each particular portion. 

(c) "Ye have thus advanced another step in 
our progress, and may now pl'oceed upwards to 
the histol'ical books of Chronicles and Rings, 
and from them to the two books of Samuel, and 
thence to Judges and Joshua, until we come to 
the Pentateuch or fiye books of Moses, observing 

, as we go along bow, llu:.QJ!ghout the whole course, 
each portion of the bistory -bears testimony to that 
wiJ chIii'ecedes it, and how perfectly in accordance 
with each are those prophetical bool(s which 
belong_to it. The whole series thus resembles a 
chain, all the several links of which are inseparably 
connected with one another. This connexion of 
the several portions with one another, which I 
must leave you to tmce out, appears to me in­
controvertibly to estabJish the authcnticity of the 
Old 'l'estament Scriptures. But, in confirmation 
hereof, the providence of God has furnished us 
with two additional and pelfectly distinct proofs. 

As we ascend in the history, we arrive at 
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\vhat we should call the disastrous division of the 
twelve tribes into the two kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah. But, disastrous as it undoubtedly was to 
the nation, that division has afforded the strongest 
possible confil'matory evidence of the genuineness 
both of the Scriptures which relate to the period 
antecedent to it, and of those relating to the 
subsequent pet'iod which intervened between it and 
the carrying away of the ten tribes by the King of. 
Assyria. For you will remember that, while the 
two kingdoms were always jealous of each other, 
and often in a state of open warfare, there was 
neyer wanting in that of Israel a remnant who 
continued faithful worshippers of the Lord God of 
their fathers. If, therefore, their ancient Scrip­
tures had been added to, or in any way corrupted, 
by the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, or if it had 
been attcmpted to foist upon them forged writings 
as new Scriptures, there must haye been on their 
part n. detcrmined rcsistance, and of this resistance 
some indications must haye remained. liut, instead 
of there being an allusion to ::mything of the kind 
either in Jewish annals or other ancient writ ings, 
all history and tra.dition concur in witnessing to 
the unanimous consent of both kingdoms, during 
all the period of their separation, to the authority of 
their sacred books. This is our first confirmatory 
proof, and the second is of a similar character. 

c 
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After the destruction of the kingdom of Israel, 
when Esarhaddon had caused t.he people whom 
he transported to Samaria to be instructed 
in the worship of Jehovah, the new nation ~f 
Samaritans, a mixed race, but quite distinct from 
the Jews, retained, and regarded wit.h the highest 
reverence, the oldest pOI,tion of the Jewish Scrip­
tures, the Pentateuch; and it is an intCl'est.ing fact 
that there exists at the present day a Samaritan 
manuscript of the first five books of the Bible, 
which is quite in~pendent of, and yet i ~:!..!ubstantial 
agreement with, all the Jewish manuscripts. 

Thel'e is other confirmatory evidence of a different 
kind which I must not altogether pass over. :My 
present plan docs not allow me to ent.er upon the 
argument, clear and convincing as it is, from the 
fulfilment of prophecy, because that implies the 
Divine origin of the Old Testament; but regarding 
its Scriptures, as I nolV am, si.mply in the character 
of ancient writings, I may adduce two remal'kable 
facts, which I believe cannot be disputed concern­
ing them. The fij'st is, that researches of critics, 
historians, trarellers, antiqual'ies, and other 
scientific men, have all tended to confirm their 
accuracy, so far at least (and this alone concerns 
my pI'esent al'gUl11ent) as they refer to facts which 
could be known by human observation 01' learnt 
from human testimony. The second is, that, with 
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respect to several portions of them, their language, 
and the knowledge of various countries and 
national customs which they display, prove that 
they must haye been written nearly at the times to 
which thEy are Ascribed, and by persons in the 
position of thcir reputed authors. For example, 
the Book of Exodus could have been written only 
within a short period after the children of Israel 
went out of Egypt, and by some one who, like 
Moses, combined with an intimate knowledge of 
the Egypt.ian language and customs a perfect 
acquaintance with the wilderness of Arabia; and 
the Book of Daniel could have been composed only 
by a writer of the age in which that prophet lived, 
and who was thoroughly conversant both with the 
Chaldean language and mode of government and 
also with the usages of the Medes and Per,~ians. 

The testimony borne in the New Testament to 
the trilt.h of the Old, which would alone suffice for 
a belieyer in Christ, I have purposely omitted to 
notice. The evidences which I h::we now adduced, 
and the force of which every man of ordinary 
intelligence and information is capable of ap­
preciating, appear to me conc1usi,'ely to establish 
the authenticity both of the Old and New 
Testament Scriptures, i. e., of the whole Bible. 
r now proceed to the second branch of my 
subject. 
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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF TIlE BlDLE. 

The first which I sha.ll mention appears to me 
very greatly to conduce to its practical value, viz., 
It,historical its historical fl'amework. The one sub­
rramework. ject of the Bible is l'eligion; but the 
volume does not consist of religious essays. It 
relates a sCI,ies of events, beginning with the 
creation of man after the image of God, and pro­
ceeding onwards, through his fall and its imme­
diate consequences, to the destl'uction of the whole 
human race-except Noah and his family-by 
the deluge, the call of Abraham, the establishment 
of his descendants-the Israelites-in the land of 
Canaan, and the varied dealings of God in the way 
of judgment and mercy with that nation, during a 
period of 1000 years. Then, after 400 years, 
during which it is silent, taking up the story again 
with the birth of our Lord Jesus Cl1l'ist, and 
carrying on its narrative through His Life to His 
Death, Resurrection, and Ascension into Heaven; 
and thence on wards to the labours, sufferings, and 
success of His Apostles and thei!' associates in the 
evangelization of the world. All its doctrines and 
precepts, all its promises and th!'eatenings, all its 
sublime visions and prophecies, are interwoven 
with its historical reco!'ds. With the exception of 
Proverbs and the Song of' Solomon, there is no 
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book of the Old Testament which has not its own 
historical origin and conncxion. Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and the other ancient prophets, were all messengers 
of God to His people Israel. The Psalms contain 
the utterances of IsraeliteR in the various circum­
stanees of their nn.tiona'! and personal life; Eccle­
siastes the expeeience of the wisest of' their kings. 
So, likewise, the writings of the New Testament, 
besides those which are directly historical, consist, 
with the exception of the Rel'elation of St. John, 
of letters addressed to exi.sting churches; and the 
Book of Revelation is itself nothing else than a 
propllCtical history of' events which should befall 
the Church. In consequence of this peculiar con­
struction of the Bible, it conveys to us its lessons 
of Divine Wisdom, not in the dry, dogmatic form 
which they assume in human treatises, but simply 
and, as it were, incidentally, so as to be most easily 
understood by the unlearned reader, and to find 
their way most readily to the heaets and fix them­
seh,('s firmly in the memories of men. 

2. This historical fI'amework of the Dible is the 
cause of another of its characteristics, Gmdual 

which also deserves our special notice, growth. 

viz., its gradual growth. Regarding the book of 
Genesis with the four which follow (excepting a 
few passages obviously inserted by way of ex­
planation or added afterwards), as written by 
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Moses} we date the first Scriptures of the Old 
Testament at about J 500 years before the coming 
of Ohrist. To these were gradually added the 
other historical bookf:, the Psalms, and the writings 
of Solomon and the Prophets. Nothing is certainly 
known of the date of the Book of Job; but it has 
been conjectured to be of an age not later than 
that of Moses. It is possible, and perh:tps not 
improbable, that Moses introduced into the earlier 
portion of his history passages taken from yet 
11100'e ancient writings, and he may even have 
entirely compiled the Book of Genesis feom such 
writings, But the question of his doing so does 
not at all affect my present al'gU11lCnt, I am con­
cerned only with the fact that Genesis is one of those 
books of the Bible which we call the Pentateuch, 
and which we believe to have been WI'itten by 
:Moses} from whatever sources he derived his in­
formation, more than 1500 years before the 
Christian era, Assuming this} what I wish you 
to obsel've is} that from the time of theil' com­
mencement, the Old Testament Scriptures received 
a series of successive additions, until the volume 
was closed with the Book of Malachi at about 
400 B,C. The earliest book of the New Testament 
was not written until about 430 years after Ma.lachi, 
and the latest about 60 years aftel'wards. Hence 
the intel'Yal between the dates of the earliest and 
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latest books of the Bible was not much less than 
1600 years. 

3. With this gradual formation of the Bible 
during so long a period, is strikingly contrasted the 
fact which I would next notice, the com- Completion of 

pletion of the volume before the end of the volume. 

the first centur'Y after Christ. As after a period of 
1I00 years, during which the Old Testament was 
in the cOlII'se of formation, there followed one of 
430, in which nothing was added to it, so since 
about the year of OUl' Lord 90 no addition has 
been made to the New Testament. During nearly 
.1 800 years the Bible has been, according to the 
belief of the whole Church of Christ, pedected. 
In all these eentUl'ies no sect, no individual, has 
e\'er ventured cyen to suggest the insertion into 
it of any writings of confessedly later date. If we 
bear in mind its previous gradu~ growth-that it 
was not, like the Koran, compiled and published 
as a whole at once, but was formed by the con­
tinual accretion of new parts-this acceptance of 
it by the ulIiYersal Church as at a particular period 
completed, and this abstinence, notwithstanding the 
manifold het'esies and schisms which so soon 
destroyed the unity of Christendom, ft'om any 
attempt to add to it, must be regarded as an 
extraOl'dinary attestation to the peculiar nature of 
the several books of which it consists . 
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4. 	Another characteristic of the Bible is its mar­
vellous variety. This is obscrvHble, first, 

Variety, 
in its language. The lIebrew of the 

latcr is somewhat different from that of the earlier 
books. A. portion of the Old Testament is in 
Chaldce, and the whole of the New Testament is in 
GI·eek. Again, what is more remarkable, its 
authors, as we learn from thclI1scl ves, differed from 
one another in almost every particulal'. Some were 
kings and rulers, others priests; one a herdsman, 
othel's fishermen; one a pharisee, another a 
publican; some I'enowned for wisdom and know­
ledge, others "unlea.rned, ignorant men." The 
Bible also contains almost every sort of composition 
both in prose and verse; plain, unac1ol'l1ed histOI'Y, 
a code of laws, the most sublime orations, the most 
touching elegies, the most terse proverbs, the most 
be[1utiful odes, a series of admirable letters, together 
with prophetical visions, the imagery of which is, 
I suppose, altogether unrivalled. 

5. nut while no collection of writings in the 
world exhibits so great variety as the Bible, one 

of its most wonderful charactel'istics is 
Harmony. 1 hi' lb' h It 1e armony wuc I su Sists t rong l­

out the whole. Although the Old Testament 
contains the sacred writings of the Jews, who, as 
a people, have hitherto denied the titlo of Jesus 
to be the Messiah, and continued irreconcilable 
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enemies to Cln·istiunity; although the several books 
of the Old Testament are of such various kinds, 
and were written in different ages by men so di­
verse in station, education, and natural character; 
although likewIse the writings of the New Testa­
ment are strongly markcd by the idiosyncrasies of 
their respective authors; although, above ali, the 
law which was given by :Moses, and which re­
mained in force until our Lord's coming, is ex­
hibited to us in direct contrast with t.he grace and 
truth which "came by Jesus Christ;" yet does 
there exist the most perfect harmony on all sub­
jects, both between the Old and New Testaments 
in general, and between the several books of each 
in particular. In saying this, I am weH aware of 
the many contradictions which it has been asserted, 
are to be found in the Bible. Of these, however, 
almost all arc utterly insignificant, and the few 
which are of any importance generally admit of a. 
satisfactory explanation. Many of them occur in 
the same book, and sometimes in the same chapter, 
so that that they cannot have escaped the observa­
tion of the Jews themselves, as well as of the early 
Christians, none of whom seem to have been at all 
perplexed about them. Those, and there are some, 
which tho best expositors have failed to reconcile, 
do not at all materially impugn the substantial 
harmony of which I am speaking, and of which 
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many of the other characteristics which I am about 
to notice arc conspicuous instances. It is remark­
ably seen in the two wbich I shall next mention, 
the unique representation which the Biblc contains 
of God and the unique represent.ation which it 
contains of mrtn. 

6. The unique representation which the Biblc 
Representll' contains of God is one of its most re­
tion of God. markable char'acterist.ics. In no other 
book arc the attributes of thc One living and true 
God, tllc Cl'eatol', PI'eserver, and Goyernor of the 
universe, similarly set forth; and yet in all thc 
various books whcl'cof the Bible consists, God is 
identically the same divine Being-a. Spirit Whom 
no man hath scen or can sec; infinite in pOWCl', 
wisdom, and goodness; holy and jealous, Who will 
not overlook iniquity, nor allow Himself to be 
dishonour'ed with impunity; yct merciful and 
gracious, 10ng-suffeJ'ing, forgiving iniquity, tl'ans­
gression, and sin; a just God, and yct a Saviour. 
Moreover, this charactcr of God is not merely 
described, but also vividly dispbycd, in His actual 
dealings with mankind-in the severity of His 
judgmcnts and in the multitude of His loving 
kindnesscs. God, Who brought III thc flood upon 
the multitudc of the ungodly, Who tUl'ned thc cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashcs, 'Who com­
manded the Israelitcs to extcrminatc the idolatrous 
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nations of Canaan, Who slew the men of Bethshe­
mesh for looking into the ark, and Uzzah fo)' 
touching it, Who caused Herod to be eaten up 
of worms because of his self-glorification,-is the 
same God Who, the Bible tells us, so loved the 
world as to give His only-begotten Son to be a 
propitiation for sin, that He might be just, and 
the justifier of him that believeth in Jcsus. The 
God of the Pentateuch is the God of Joshua and 
Judges. the God of the Kings and the Chronicles, 
the God of the Psalms and all the Prophets; and I-Ie 
is the God also of the Gospcls and the Epistles. 
He is "]ip:ht," combining in himself all moral excel­
lence. He is t<a consuming firc," which shall execute 
judgmcnt upon the multitude of the ungodly. lIe 
is " loye," desiring that all men may be saved, and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. That the 
attributos thus ascribed to Him appeal' to the 
natural reason inconsistent with one another, only 
renders this harmony of the Bible in its repre­
sentation of God the more remarkable. 

7. Again, the unique representation which the 
Bible contains of man is almost as re- ReprCscHta· 
marlmble as the representation of' Goel, tiotl of lll:m. 

and is likewise throughout the volume perfectly 
consistent with itself. According to the Bible, God 
made Adam, the first man, in His own image­
a rational and moral bein~, holy and happy, free 
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from sin and not liable to death. But Adam trans­
gresseu the commandment of God, and so sin ob­
tained dominion over him and over the "IV hole race of 
mankind who sprang from him; and with sin dcath 
entered and passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned. Thus the Bible pOI·tJ·ays man as a fallen 
creature, born in sin, a child of wrath. But it 
further represents him as an object of divine mercy, 
for whom God has provided a way of reconciliation 
unto Himself, deliverance from the dominion of sin, 
and resurrcction aftcr death unto eternal life. This 
reprcsentation of man is, as I have said, unique. 
N owhere else is to be found auy simila,r to it. 
But it is consistently preserved throughout the 
whole volume. As in every book of the Bible the 
same God, so also the same man is portrayed­
corrupt, but retaining visible traces of the di"ine 
image in which he was made; guilty before God, 
but not forsaken by his Creator; shapen in iniquity, 
but capable of renewal in righteousness and true 
holiness; suffering the evil consequences of sin, but, 
when spiritually renewed, able through divine grace 
to rejoice always in the Lord. Such is the wonder­
ful picture which the Bible draws of man. 

8. Nor is it only a unique representation of 
God and man separately that we find in 

Represent". h nObl . I l' I0

tian anhe t e ' Ie; ~t a so contall1S, WIJat IS muc 1 
God-Man. • 

more wonderful, a represcntatlOn of God 
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and man in union with each other-the Godhead 
and manhood joined together in one person. The 
God-Man, Jesus Chl'ist, stands out alone in the 
world's history. Never was any man like this man. 
Nevel' did any histurian, or any poet, portray such 
a eharacter as His-the character of a perfect man, 
;\ man without sin j but not one of the world's 
heroes, not a mighty sovereign, 1101' a victorious 
general, nor an eminent philosopher, nor a great 
orator or poet, but a man despised and rejected by 
his fellow-men, one in Whom they saw no beauty 
that they should desil'e Him, In Jesus Christ we 
have exhibited to us-not by a formal descrip­
tion, but by His own words and works, His Sufl'ct-­
ings and Death, His Resurrection and Ascension 
into Heaven-a man Who, while He spoke and 
acted with a divine authority, lived in poverty, not 
having where to lay His head, submitted to CVCl'y 
kind of reproach and indignity, and suffered an 
ignomjnious death, the death of a malefactor; a 
man Whom no outrage ever ilTitated, no insidious 
question ever perplexed, no danger ever alarmed; 
a man Who in all companies was the same example 
of holiness, the same teuchel' of divine truth, the 
same repI'over of sin, the same pardoner of the 
penitent sinner; a mun by Whom no senile office 
was deemed too humiliating for Him to assume, 
and Who yet did not hesitate, in the pI'esence of 
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tho High Priest and of all the council of the Jews, 
to claim tho dignity of (( the Son of Man," and to 
foretell His future sitting on tho right hand of 
powel', and coming in the clouds of Hea\'on. The 
attempt to substitute for Him another Jesus, 
stripped of all His distinctive features, as the 
founder of Christianity, must appear to one W11O, . 
in however imperfect a manner, has realized the 
character of the .Jesus of the Bible, the most 
extraordinary instance of man's infatuation. 

9· The next characteristic of the Bible which I 
would mention is the silence observed in 

Silence. 
it upon all those particulars which men 

so eagerly desire to know concerning the nature and 
attributes of spiritu:1l beings, the place and con­
dition of the soul after its sep:1ration from the 
body, and the possibility of Jiving men holding 
intercourse with spirits or with the dead. In the 
Bible is to be found nothing to grati(y OUl' curiosity 
as to any of these matters. We learn from it that 
thero a,re spirits-angels sent forth by God to min­
ister unto them who shaH be heirs of s~lvation; and 
devils, permitted by Him for a time to exert a 
malignant influence upon mankind, but destined 
hereafter to receive the righteous retriuution for 
their wickedness. We learn also th:1t of the dead 
some sleep in Jesus awaiting the resul'l'ection of 
life, and others are reserved (in torments, if we 
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may draw such an inference from the parable 
of tlte rich man and Lazal'us) for the resurrection 
of damnation. But this is all that the Bible tells 
us concerllll1g tllC one or the other. As to the 
holding of intCl'course with the dead, or with 
spirits of any kind who do not corne to us as 
messengers from God, the Bible docs not tell us 
whether this is possible or not; but it repeatedly, 
in the most emphatic manner', forbids tbe attempt. 
Weare not informed whether consulters with 
familiar spirits and neel'omanCet'S are ill1postors, 
01' under a delusion, 01' actually receive communica­
tions ii'om beings of anothel' wOl'ld j but it is 
plainly declared that every such pel'soll is an abomi­
nation unto the Lord. In all this there is a perfect 
agreemE'nt among the several books of the Bible. 

10. I pass on to some characteristics of a dift'erent 
kind, Among these is the pure moral ;I{om! 

teaching of the Bible. This is somctimcs teaching. 

impugned, on tbe ground that the Bible represents 
God as seemingly sanctioning customs and practices 
that al'e clearly immoral, and as. commanding, or 
commending, actions which are abhorrent to the 
feelings of e\'ery good man, But although the 
reasons which we may be able to assign for God 
not having prohibited slavery or polygamy and 
concubinage, 01' for His having commanded the 
Israelites to exterminate the inhabitants of Canaan, 
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and, apparently, a,pproved of the slaying of Eglon 
by Ehud, and of Sisera by Jael, may not be 
deemed satisfactory, yet our failure to explain the 
motives of God in these and other particulars of 
His conduct towards men does not affect the 
character of the mora.l teaching which we find 
in the Dible. The fact which I affirm to be 
patent to all attentire readers is that the volume 
everywhere inculcates pure morality. The precepts 
of its earliest scriptures are, " Thou shalt not kill; 
Thou shalt not commit adultery; TlJOu shalt not 
steal; Thou shalt not bear fal se witness; Thou 
shalt not covet;" and the language of a prophet 
800 years after is, " lIe hath showed thee, 0 man, 
what is good: and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and to love mel'cy. and to 
walk humbly with thy God?" Herewith agrees 
the teaching of all its several books; and what 
I would have you particularly notice is, that not 
in any of them, from the first to the last, can 
there be found a single sentence incentive to 
lasciviousness, injustice, covetousness, or to any 
evil passion or iniquitolls practice. All unrighte­
ousness, deceit, malignity, and whatever the en­
lightened conscience condemns, the Bible enjoins 
the people of God to put away; and a,1l that the 
enlightened conscience approves-whatever tljings 
are just, honest, true, pure, lovely, and of good 
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r()port~it exhorts them to practice. Am I not, 
therefore, right in adducing as a. characteri~tic of 
the Bible, its pure and moral teaching? 

I I. At the same time-and this is not inconsistent 

\Tith what I have just said-its teaching, Spiritual 

as we proceed through the \'olnme, may character. 

be obsel'yed to become of a progressi yely higher 
spiritual character. Whatever explanation we may 
give of the fact, it is certain that we may per­
eeiYe, in passing from the earlier to the later 
books of the Old Testament, how the Prophets­
and yet more clearly in passing from the Old 
Testament to the New-hoI\' our Lord and His 
Apostles, taking the law of Moses as a foundation, 
have erected upon it their own superstructure 
of spiritmt! doetl'ine. To qllote particular pas­
sages would occupy too much time; but in illus­

t tration of my meaning I would refer you to Isaiah 
t i. TO-2 0, where the prophet declat'es that the 

offering up of sacrifices and the observance of 
festi\'als by t.he wicked m'e an abomination unto 
the Lord; and to the fifty-fifth chapter of the 
same prophet, where he describes what kind of 
fast is acceptable to God, and in what manner 
the Sabbath-day should be kept holy. I would 
remind you also of our blessed Lord's Sermon 
upon the :Mount., and of His summing up all 
the commandments in love to God and to our 

D 
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neighbour. The incrcasingly clear prophetical in­
dication of the Divinc plan for the redemption 
of mankind is yet more l'emarkable than this 
progressively higher moral teaching; but I refrain 
from insisting upon it, because to do so would be 
to assume the existence of a supernatural element 
in the DibJe~ which I am desirous at present to 
avoid. 

12. The consideration of its moral teaching 
Appenl to naturally leads to the notice of another 

collscience. characteristic of the Bible, viz., its 
constant appeal to a man's own conscience and 
reason. The Dible always addresses man on the 
principle that he is to be convinced and per­
suaded, not to be coerced into belief and obedience. 
Its language is, " ~have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cUl'sing: therefore, choose 
MO." It reproves the wicked for their folly: <r Do 
ye thus requite the Lord? Oh, foolish people and 
unwise!" It describes God as remonstrating with 
his people: "How long, ye simple ones, will ye 
love simplicity, and the scorners delight in their 
scorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn ye at 
.My reproof." To the S'lme effect write all the 
prophets of the Old Testament. In like manner 
our blessed Lord appeals to the Jews, "If I say 
the truth, why do ye not believe Me?" and 
declares the ground of their condemnation to be, 
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that He l][td done among them (C the works which 
none othel' man did," and they had not believed 
on Him. So St. Paul writes, "I speak Ullto wise 
men; judge ye what I say," and again, "Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind." This char­
acteristic of the Bible will appear the more remark­
able by contrasting with it the principles and 
practices prevalent for so many centuries m 
Christendom. 

13. The Bible is characterised further by its 
uncoloured narration of the bad deeds 

PJcin facts 
of good nwn. It affords no encourage- "bout r.ood 

men. 
ment to hero - worship. The actions 
wllicb it recOl'ds of some most eminent saints have 
given the enemies of God in all ages occasion to 
blaspheme. In many instances, they were such 
as we should have supposed those guilty of them 
to have been, from their general conduct, least 
likely to commit. Abraham, who was especially 
distinguished by his faith in God, twice persuaded 
his wife to pass herself off as his sister, that he 
might escape a fancied danger to his own life. 
1\{08e8, who was renowned for his meekness, was 
on one occasion provoked to speak and act so 
unadvisedly that he was not permitted by God to 
enter the land of Canaan. Solomon, the wisest 
of men, was seduced into the folly of idolatry. 
Elijah, one of the boldest of the prophets, fled 

D 2 
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for his life at the threat of Jezebel, and seems 
to have yielded himself up for a season to despair. 
The good king Hezekiah, when the Lord left him 
in order to try him, manifested his natural pride and 
vain-glory. David, the man after God's heart, per­
petrated the two atrocious crimes of adultery and 
murder; and St. Peter, one of Chl'ist's most zealous 
follow ers, thrice denied his Divine master. This 
charaeteristic also belongs not only to one or 
more books, but to the whole volume. 

14. Together with its faithful delineation of the 
faults of individuals, may be noted the 

Silcnee U!lOll • 
llntiollul absence throughout the entire volume of 
virtues. d . . . 

any commen atlOn, or even recogmtiOn, 
of national virtues. As having been chosen of God 
to be a peculiar people unto Ilimsclf, and as hn.ving 
received from Him statutes and judgments such 
as nono other people possessed, tho Israelites a.re 
addressed in the Bible as superior to all the 
nations of the earth; but at the same time they 
are told that the privileges they enjoyed had 
not been bestowed upon them for their I'ighte­
ousness, for they wero "a stiff-necked people." 
In like manner, when their heroic deeds, such as 
the conquest of Canaan, the destruction of the 
Midianites by Gideon and his 300 men, and othel's 
not sUI'passed by any achievements of the GI'eeks 
or Romans, are any where related, no glory is 
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attributcd to thcm; all is ascribed to God alone, 
They might not say, " My power and the might of 
mine hand hath" done this or that, The only in­
stance of commendation that I remember is of Zebu­
lun and Naphtali, in the Song of Deboral), f01' jeo­
pnnlising " their lives unto death in the high places 
of the field." Other historians, such as Thucydides 
and Tacitus, have impartially related the mistakes 
and misdeeds,-and othel' poets, such as Juyenal 
and Johnson, have held up to reprobation the 
vices,-of their fellow-countl'ymen; but of such 
persistent silence by a long series of historians and 
poets upon the virtues of the nation to which they 
belonged, and for which they wrote, tbe world 
has eel'tainly never known another instance. I 
have referred only to the Old Testament Scrip­
tures, but the same remal'k is applicable to those 
of the New, only in them the fact is not so 
sUl'l)rising. 

15. In connexion with this last I would point 
out, as another characteristic of the 

Promises.
Bible, that, while its various writings 
contain threatenings of God's most tel'rible judg­
ments upon the Israelites for their idolatry and 
otllCr wickednesses, the same writings, often in the 
yery same page, pl'oclaim the promise of His'S 

[s ultimate forgiveness of them as a people, and 
their fnture unexampled prosperity amI greatness. 15 
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I need not quoto to you any of the numerous 
throa.tenings in Deuteronomy, and in almost erory 
prophetical book from tha.t of Isaiah to that of 
.Malachi, but I would ask you to OUS01'\'O, wha.t 
you may perhaps have overlookod, how these are 
always followed by predictions of futuro blossings. 
Not only Moses, but Isaiah also, and .Jeremiah, 
Hosoa, .Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Habakkuk, 
and Zephaniah, prophets who lived before the 
captivity in Babylon; Ezekiel and Daniel, who 
livod during it; and Haggai, Zechariah, und 
Malachi, who lived after it-all declare in one 
form of words or another, that tbe Lord their God 
will bring again the captivity of His people of 
Israel, and thoy shall build the waste cities and 
inhabit them; that they shall plant "inoyai'ds and 
drink the wine thereof; that they also sha.ll make 
gardens and cat the fruit of them; that He will 
plant them upon their land, and that they shall 
no more bo pulled up out of their land which He 
hath given them. Of this characteristic also we 
find, as was to be expected, the most numerous 
instance;; in the Old Testament Scriptures; but 
it is to bo observed also in the New, e. g. , in our 
Lord's lamentation over .Jorusalom, when, after 
foretelling the approaching desolation of the city, 
Ho added-" I say unto you, yo shall not see Me 
henceforth till ye shall say, 13lessed is He that 
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cometh in the name of the Lord; " thus intimating 
that there would be a. time when they, the .Jewish 
people, should sec Him again and welcome Him 
as their deliverer. Another instance occurs in the 
Epistle to the R omans, where the Apostle St. Paul 
says, in reference to God's dealings with Israel, that 
hlindlless in part is happened to them until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in, and so aU Israel 
shall be saved; quoting in confil'mation the words ' 
of the prophet Isaiah, "There shall come out of 
Zion the deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness 
ii'om J ncob." 

16. Two other chal'Rcteristics I must not omit. 
One is the Bible's simple manner of relating the 
manifold miraculous works which are 

lIfode of 

recorded in it. Its writers, one and ~'~~;::I~lIS 
al1, appear to have been so thoroughly works. 

convinced, and so constantly mindful of God's 
providential government of the world, that any 
extl'ao~·dina.ry manifestation of Ilis power was l'e­
garded by them not as a matter of wonder or 
sceptical disputation, but merely as a means nsed 
by Him on special occasions for establishing Ilis 
authority, and making men to know and do His 
will. IIence in the Bible we are quite unable to 
separate the mil'aculolls from other historical eyents . 
The former are so interwo\'en with the latter that 
the two cannot be disconnecteJ, and therefore if 

http:extl'ao~�dina.ry
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the one be received as authentic, the other also 
must be acknowledged to be equally entitled to 
belief. At the present day this seems to be often 
stl'angely overlool,ed. 

17. The last characteristic of the Dible which 
I 	 shall mention is its uniform tone of Divine 

authOI'ity. I do not mean that every
Inspiration. • . '

book-ol', mdccd, any entire book, 
except the Revelation of St. J oJm-cla,ims to have 
been written by inspiration of God; but in them 
all is a tone which, unless they were so written, 
would be unbecoming in the writers. It is not, 
perhaps, remarkaLle that the historical events 
should be related in a manner which implies that 
the accuracy of the narrative is not to be ques­
tioned: but it is very remarkable that all comments, 
wherever introduced, should be made, not as ex­
pressing an opinion which may be erroneous, but 
as declal'ative of a judgment which cannot en; and 
yet more, that all references to God, all statements 
conceming Him, all precepts, promises, and threat­
enings, shoulU indicate a conviction that they 
express the exact mind, will, a.ntI purposes of 
Jehoyah. 	 This is a chamctel'istic of all the Old 
Testament Scriptures, and in accOI'dance there­
with our 	 Lord repeatedly spoke of them as 
possessing a claim to the unhesitating belief and 
unresel'Yed obedience of the Je"'ish people. The 
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S:LllJe tone :Llso pervades the SCl·jptut·es of the New 
Testament, although in some of the letters to par­
ticulal' churches, of which a large pOJ·tion of these 
lattel' consists, the sympathy of the writer with the 
persons whom he is addressing, and his earnest 
desire to conciliate them, have caused him to use a 
ton-e of' human persuasiveness which may appear at 
the - first reading inconsistent with that of Divine 
authority, Upon an attentive pel'usal, however, 
this latter may always be perceived to underlie the 
former, aud he who-as Paul, the aged, and a 
prisoner of Jesus Christ - beseeches, docs not 
himself forget, and would not have others forget, 
that as an Apostle, he might be much more bold in 
CIJl'ist to enjoin that which is convenient. Even 
the very manner in which he recommends, but does 
not enjoin, testifies to the authol'ity with which he 
writes. 

Sueh is the TIible j a volume of religious writings 
fitted, so to speak, into an historical framework, 
and hence of gradual growth, but received by the 
universal Church of Christ as having been for 
neady 1300 years complete; a volume charac­
terised by the marvellous yal'iety and perfect har­
mony of its several parts, by its unique representa­
tion of God and man, and by its yet more wonder­
fully unique representation of the God-Man (Jesus 
Christ); charactel'ised also by its silence upon 
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those particulars concerning the spiritual world 
which men desire to pry into i-by its uniformly 
pure and yet progressively higher moral teaching, 
and by its constant appeal to the human conscience 
and reason-by its uncoloured narration of the 
bad deeds of good men, and by the absence in it of 
all commendation, or even recognition, of national 
virtues; and, lastly, by its quiet, simple, manner of 
relating mira.culous occurrences, and by its uniform 
tone of Divine authority. I proba.bly have omitted 
some particulars which you may think I 'ought to 
have mentioned; but these are sufficient to show 
the singular nature of this volume of Scriptures ; 
that none other in the world is comparable to it; 
and that it stauds alone by itself, unapproachable 
by any rival. 

TilE EFFECTS OF THE BIBLE. 

It remains fel' mc to speak of the effects of the 
Bible, which form the third branch of my subject. 
They may be considered undel' two heads-those 
produced by the Old Testament Scriptures alone, 
llnd those produced by the Old and New Testament 
Scriptures together. I shall first direct your atten­
tion to the former. 

The Old (a) The effect of the Scriptures of 
Testament 

n1~lle. the Old Testament may be sUlllllled up 
in the forming of a peeuliar people, the people of 
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Israel, and in the preservation of that people in their 
identity from the time of their settlement in the land 
of Canaan until the destl'uction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans, and thence unto the present day, 
Reflect for a few minutes upon the histDry, ehar­
actel', and influence in the world of this people. 
Assuming the general authenticity of the Bible to 
have been proved, we leal'll from it that, after 
coming out of Egypt and taking possession of the 
land of Canaan, they experienced during a period 
of 1500 years, all manner of vicissitlldes. Again 
and again their country was invaded and laid 
waste, theil' cities destl'oyed, themselves subjected 
to the most cruel oppression, and often reduced to 
a Ulere remnant. Again and again, however, they 
wel'e delivered out of the power of their enemies, 
recovered their independence, and became, as 
befol'e, numerous and prosperous. In the reigns of 
David and Solomon they acquil'ed the dominion 
over all the sUl'1'oimding nations; afterwards they 
were divided into the two kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah, of which the former was ultimately de­
§~oyed, and the people carried away captive by the 
Assyrians; and in like manner the latte!' was sub­
dued by N ebuchadnezzar, and its inhabit.ants taken to 
Babylon. Of the ten tribes which constituted the 
kingdom of Israel there is no further mention; but 
the other two, Judah and Benjamin, or rather a 
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large proportion of them, returned from Babylon, 
and settled again in Canaan, where they remained 
until their final dispersion bythe Romans. Through­
out all these centuries, under overy change of 
condition, in pi'osperity and in adl'el'sity, united in 
one and divided into two h:ingdoms, before the 
invasion of the Assyrian, the twclrc tribes, and 
afterwards the remaining two, continued always 
identically the same pcople, isola ted and diverse 
from other nations. And what was their distinc­
tive character during this portion of their history? 
The most remarkable particular to be noticed in it 
is, that of all the nations of the ea,rth tlley unly 
worshipped One God as the Creator, Preserver, and 
GOI'ernol' of thc Unil'erse, the only rightful object 
of man's adoration and service. Notwithstanding 
their adoption at various times, for longer or 
shorter periods, of the idolatrous practices of their 
hmthen neighboUl's, they were, as a people, during 
those 1500 years, witnesses in the world to the 
unity of the Godhead and the vanity of all idol 
worship. 

Again, it will, I think, appear evident fl'om a 
careful examination of the historical and pro­
phetica.l books of the Old Testament, that the 
Israelites were distinguished from other nations by 
theil' superior morality, political freedom, and 
social and domestic happiness. From the frequent 
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reproofs of them by the prophets for their ungodli­
ness and iniquity, their covetousness, hypocrisy, 
and formality, we are apt to form an unfavourable 
opinion of them as a people; but if we observe the 
manner in which the vices of the heathen are re­
ferred to, and how they are admonished not to 
imitate those vices, we shall sec reason to believe 
that they were not so bau as we might at first sup­
pose, and that the picture which St. Paul has drawn 
in Romans i. of the Gentiles, was never appropriate 
to them. That they enjoyed great political fl'eeclom 
can scarcely be disputed j and of their social and 
domestic happiness during the many long periods 
in which they were free from fOl'eign invasion, we 
may judge from the description which is given of 
them during the reign of Solomon, that they 
" dwelt safely every man under his vine aDd under 
his fig-tree." N or were they characterised only 
by their superior morality as a people. They were 
yet mOl'e rema.rkable for the virtues of conspicuous 
individuals among them. In what ancient history 
do we read of rulers like Samuel and Nehemiah, or 
of kings like Jehosaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah, 
eminent for their justice, their fear of God, and 
care for the people whom they governed; or of 
men like Daniel and his three companions, willing 
to expose themselves to a terrible death rather than 
sin against God j or of such men as the Psalms 
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teach us were to be found in every generation, 
faithful sei'vants of God, who looked to Him in aU 
dangers for deliverance, and in all sorrows for con­
solation; whose great strength was in prayer, and 
whose delight was in praise and thanksgiving? 
With respcct to the influence of the Israelites in 
the world, it is to be remembered that in oonse­
quence of their being brought successively into 
contact with each of the chiet nations of antiquity 
-first the Egyptians, then the Assyrians and 
Babylonians, and afterwards the Persians, Greeks, 
and Romans-all these became in turn acquainted 
with the peculiarity of their religion, and the 
excellences of their national and individual char­
acter. Of the influence which they thus exercised 
we have two remul'kable instances in Nebuchad­
nezzar, king of Babylon, and in n,"1l'ius the king 
of the Medes and Pel'sians, recorded in the book of 
Daniel. It is to be remembered, also, that dlll'ing 
tbe years which elapsed between the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and the com­
mencement of the Christian era, a large number 
of them were dispersed, as at present, over all the 
civilised countries of the ea.rth, and tlmt, whcrever 
they dwelt, they bore the same testimony, as in 
their own land, by their synugogue worship and 
otherwise, to the unity of the Godhead and the 
vanity of idol-worship. We have no llleans of 
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determining the results of that testimony in each 
particular country, but the facts incidentally men­
tioned in the book of Acts, with other historica,l 
evidences, show that they were not inconsiderable; 
and we have good reason for believing that it did 
much to prepare the minds of the Gentiles for 
their reception of Cln·istianity. At the expiration 
of the time of which I have been speaking, i.e., 
about the time of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
there prevailed, as you will remember, among them 
a general expectation that there would shortly be 
born of the family of David one who should become 
their king, and, as the Messiah or Christ, i .e., the 
anointed of God, raise their nation to all its former, 
and 11101'e than its former, greatness and prosperity. 
But when He in Whom Christians believe that ex­
pectation to have been fulfilled, Jesus of Nazareth, 
came unto them, they rejected Rim and procured 
Him to be crucified. Within seventy years after 
this their temple and city were destl'oyed, ancl 
thenceforward up to this day ('i.e., for more than 
eighteen hundred years) they have been scattered 

1e 

sr 
over all the earth. Nevertheless, although without 

or a, country which they could call their own, without 
m a temple in which to celebrate their religious rites, 

without prophets or any miraculous aid, and often 
subjected to the most cruel perflecution, they have 

lid 

~o~ still preserved their character as a distinct people, 
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and have lived-sometimos in possession of enormous 
wealth, sometimes in the most abject poverty-in 
the midst of, and yet separate from, all other 
peoples. Under eyery variety of climate, govern­
mont, national custom, and private circumstances­
notwithstanding the difficulty, often the impossi­
bility, of mutual intercourse-they havc maintained 
their identity, preserving all their recollections of 
the past, and, what is more remarkable, continuing 
to cherish the expectation of a future delivcrer, 
and the gathering together of their whole nation 
under him. Thus their truly marvellous history 
can be traced backwards from the present day 
through a period of many years, during which they 
have retained all their distinetivo peculiarities; and 
in respect to their belief, their religious rites (so far 
as it is possible in their present condition), their 
isolation from the rest of mankind, and their rela­
tionship to one another, they are now essentially 
the same people with those who, centuries ago, 
under the lea,dership of J 08hua, entered and took 
possession of the land of Canaan, and with those 
who eighteen centuries ago mocked at the dying 
Jesus, snJing, "If He be the King of Isra,el, let 
Him now come down from the cross, and we wia 
b\'llieve Him." 

To what then is the first formation and continual 
subsequent preservation of this so peculiar a people 
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to be ascribed? The answer must surely be, to the 
Bible, i. e., to those portions of the volume of Old 
Testament Scriptures which their successive genera­
tions possessed. The only possible explanation of 
all their marvellous history is their earnest un­
shaken belief in these Scriptures. The influence 
of their religious rites and customs, their sacrifices 
and festivals, in causing and maintaining their 
distinctive nationulity, is not inconsistent with this 
explanation, for those rites and customs were all 
prescribed by the Law, which was a part of the 
Scriptm'es, and Ul'e therefore to be included among 
their effects. Nor, again, is the special providence 
which has been manifested, and the miracles which 
have been wrought from time to time on behalf of 
the Israelites, inconsistent with it j for every such 
special intCl'position of God, whether providential 
or miraculous, was designed to enforce, not to 
impair, the authority of the Scriptures. I repeat, 
therefore, that the effect of the volume of the Old 
Testament apurt from that of the New has been to 
form and preserve unto the present day a peculiur 
people, altogether diverse from others, who, during 
the time that they dwelt in Canaan, were the sole 
witnesses in the world to the truth that there is 
One God, and none other besides Him j and who 
since, during another period that they have been 
dispersed over the earth, have maintained their 

E 
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identity, and, while bearing still their testimony to 
the Oneness of God, haye persistently l'efused to 
acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth as their Messiah, 
holding fast the expectation of another deliverer 
who shall re-establish them in theil' old land, and 
reign oyer them as their king for ereI'. 

(b) I pass on to the effects of the whole Bible, the 
The Old volume of the New in conjunction with 

T~~~u~~:~t that of the Old Testament. These a,lso 
together. may be summarily described as con­

sisting in the formation and presen-alion dUl'ing 
a long series of centuries unto tho pl'esent uay, 
of a peculiar people, diYerse from all the rest 
of mankind - the ChUl'ch of Christ. Let us 
consider some particular's conceming this peo­
ple. R efl ect, fil'st, upon the origin of the 
Church, how it spl' ung up suddenly abm'e 1800 

year's ago, among the Jews, a small and despised 
nation; and not among the higher class and ec­
clesiastical rulers of that nation, but among the 
poor and unleal'ned of the people. Reflect further 
upon its rapid growth, how it extended itself from 
Judi£a and Sa.maria to the neighboul·jng countries, 
and thence, in a few years, throughout all ]l1l'tS of 
the Roman world. Reflect how ever-ywhe\'e it had 
to cndul'e either official opposit.ion a.nd ill-usa.ge or 
popular outrage; how one emperor of Rome after 
another attempted to extil'pate it; how, neverthe­

http:ill-usa.ge
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~ess, it still lived and increased, and became more 
and more powerful, until it gained t.he imperial 
favour, and Christianity, having supplanted 
heathenism, was recognised as the egtablished re­
ligion of the Roman empire. ~o it continued, as 
you will remember, except for the brief period of 
the reign of Julian, while thltt empire lasted. 
Carry, then, your thoughts onward to the over­
throw of the dominion of Rome by the ba.rbarians 
and reflect how, during the revolution which fol­
10weJ, the Church still survived, and how it 
gathered into itself, first, the hordes which over­
ran the Roman provinces, and afterwards all the 
nations in the regions beyond, even to the farthest 
extremities of Europe. The circumstances which 
next attract our attention are of a different 
character. Previously to the establishment of 
Christianity by Constantine as the religion of the 
Roman empire, much corruption both of doctrine 
and practice had crept into and spread itself in the 
Chm'ch; and this increased more and more after­
wards, until it led in the seventh century to the 
rise and triumphant progress of Mohammedanism 
throughout the East, and to the gradual establish­
ment in that and the following centuries of the 
usurped dominion of the Bishop of Rome through­
out the West. Of the Enstern Church, which fell 
before the arms of Mohammed and his followers, I 

E 2 
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shall say no more than that, although partially 
freed from the tyrannical oppression to which it 
was formerly subjected, it still remains in a corrupt 
and for the most part very degraded condition, 
and, like the ten tribes of Israel, has not yet been 
restored to its ancient purity and prosperity. But 
on behalf of the 'Vestern Church, as formerly on 
behalf of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
the providence of God has graciously interposed. 
By the Rcformation in the sixteenth century, a 
large portion of the Church in Europe, including 
that in our own fatherland, recovered the indepen­
dence which it has ever since retained. 

I ask concerning this pecnliar people, the Church 
-a.s I asked just now concerning the people of 
Israel-To what is its first formation and sub­
sequent preservation to be ascribed? Surely the 
answel' in this case also must be, To the Bible . . It 
may indeed be said that the origin and early 
growth of the Church cannot be ascribed to the 
Bible, because, when the Gospel was first preached 
by the Apostles and their associates, none of the 
New Testament Scriptures were written; but this 
does not really aflect my argument. F or these 
Scriptures, as I have already shown, contain all 
those things which were believed among Christians. 
In fact, the writers of them were among the first 
preachers of the Gospel, and wrote only what they 
themselv0s had previously taught. N or is the 



its Effects. 	 53 

result of the first preaching of Christianity to be 
the less regarded as the effect of the Bible, because 
of the miracles with whieh we believe it to have 
been often accompanied; for they, like the signs 
and wonders wrought at the introduction of the 
Mosaic economy, were simply means of convincing 
the people that the things spokC'n - which, I 
repeat, were the same with the things now written 
in the New Testamen~had been commanded the 
speaker by God. For the preservation of the 
Clnu'ch after the destruction of the Roman em­
pire, and its subsequent comprehension of all the 
European nations, no adequate cause can be as­
signed except doctrine taken out of the Bible.h 
The Book itself may have been, and doubtless was, )f 
little known; but the truths contained in it, and 

)­

conveyed in some way or other to the minds and1e 
hearts of the people, must have been the means of It 
converting tllCm to Christianity, i. e., bringing them ly 
into the Church. That the Reformation was thehe 
effect of the Bible is yet more plain. The mencd 
by whose agency it was accomplished did not claim :he 
to possess any miraculous powers. A copy of thehis 

ese 	 Bible, which had then become almost altogether an 
unknown volume, was discovered by a monk in aall 
German monastery, and, like the copy of the book 

~ns. 

of the Law discovered in the Temple during the 'rst 
reign of Josiah, wrought at once a religious1ey~the 
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revolution, which spread not only through Ger­
many but over a large portion of the coutinent 
of Europe. Thus the mighty work eft'ected by 
Luther and his coadjutors was the direct and 
manifest effect of the Bible. In England} also, 
the bringinl!; of it to light by Wiclit~ who had 
translated the volume into his native tongue more 
than a century before the subsequent re-tl'unslation 
and circulation of it during the reign of Henry 
VnL, prepared the way for and really effected 
the Reformation under Edward VI. These effects 
of the Bible-the origin and rapid growth of the 
Church} its establishment throughout the Roman 
empire, the surviving of it after the downfall of 
that empire} the gathCl'ing into it of barbarian 
conquerors and of all the nations of Europe, and 
the reformation of a large portion of its VI{estern 
branch-arc facts patent on the pages of histot'Y ' 

But we slJall not duly appt'eciate their import­
ance unless we observe the political and social 
changes involved in them. I would therefore ask 
you further to compare in your minds the condition 
of the people under all the great empires of the 
ancient world previously to the time of Constantine, 
and under the heathen dynasties of India and 
China in modern times, with the condition of the 
subjects of any} even the worst, g'ovcrnment in 
Christendom. Such a comparison will show us­
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in the mitigation of despotic tyranny, in the in­
crcased personal freedom, in the gl'eater domestic 
happiness, and in the more friendly social inter­
course which charact.erise every Christian nation­
the ameliorating effects of the Dible. Aud if this 
can be perceived in countries where the Book itself 
is little known by the people, and its influence 
only indirectly and feebly felt, how much more 
may it be seen in lands where the volume may be 
listened to in public assemblies for religious 
worship, ami read in their own private houses by 
all of every class who desire to become acquainted 
with it. There needs not that I should expatiate 
upon the civil privileges, the montI virtues, the 
social blessings, and the home comforts by which 
our own favoured fathel'land is distinguished. 
However much of vice, and of misery consequent 
upon vice, exists among the people of Great 
Britain and of many provinces of the British ero­
pU'e, none can deny that we arc remarkable 
above almost all others for our liberty, our inde­
pendence of thought, our sense of justice, our 
trutl1fulness, our generosity, our observance of 
the duties aud enjoyment of the happiness of 
domestic life. And to what are we indebted for 
aU this? Not to any nat(u'al superiority of the 
Anglo-Saxon 0]' Norman race ; for the Arab, the 
Persian, the Turk, the Maori, is physically by 
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nature as fine a man in body and in mind as the 
Englishman. Not to any !all' of pr'ogl'ess observ­
able in the history of the human race, for no such 
Jaw can be observed. What e"idence have we of 
growth, intellectua.l or moral, in the transfer of 
empire from Babylon to PeI'sia, and fl'om Persia 
to Greece, and fl'om Greece to Home? What pro­
gress do we perceive in the succession of Eastern 
dynasties, or in the establishment of the Moham­
medan rule in Greece and Asia Minor? The 
history of the world refutes the hypothesis of such 
a law. The only rational explanation of our high 
position as a nation is, that we have been raised to 
it by the Bible. To this we owe all that dis­
tinguishes the British government and the British 
people throughout the world. 

We shall, however, greatly err if, in considering 
the effects produced by the Bible, we confine our at­
tention, as is too common at the present day, to the 
beneficial influence which it has exerted upon 
go,'ernments and upon society. ~ar morc remark­
able than these is its influence upon the consciences, 
the hearts, and the lives of individuaJs. I speak, 
not of matters of fait11, but of facts concerning 
which there can be no dispute, when I remind 
you how in numberless cases the Bible has spoken 
peace to the tt'oubled conscience, and enabled the 
contrite sinner to rejoice in the assurance that his 
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iniquities were forgiven and his sin pardoned; how 
fornicators and drunkards, thieves and extortioners, 
the covetous' and the selfish, the implacable and the 
unmerciful, have been wholly transformed by its 
teaching, and become in very truth new creatures; 
how it has spoken comfort to the mourner, quieted 
the restless sufferer upon the bed of sickness, sus­
tained the spirits of the destitute, and enabled the 
prisoner to sing for joy; how it has constrained 
lDen to make long and wearisome journeys, expose 
themselves to all manner of perils, suffer all kinds 
of privation. take up their abode among the most 
barbarous nations, endure mockery, and violence, 
and death itself, for no other purpose than to make 
known to their fellow-men the Book which they had 
found to be so precious to themselves; how it has 
made others, rather than abjure their belief in it, 
or deny any portion of its doctrine, submit to be 
torn in pieces by wild beasts, or burnt at the 
stake; how it has formed a Luther and a Me­
lancthon, a Wiclif, a Ridley, and a Latimer; 
a Carey, a Schwartz, and a Henry Martyn; 

r, a Williams, a Moffat, a Patteson; with a host 
g of heroes of faith- some r enowned in history, 
d others known only to God and to those who have 

themselves seen their work and labour of love. 
And lastly, (fol' I must not, as I might, linger 
longer on these, its infinitely most important effects,) 
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how it has enabled the believer, in the prospect of 
death, to say with !tim of old, "I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me u. 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, tho 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day." 

CONCLUSION. 

I have now completed my task. I have adduced 
evidences which I think must be deemed by you 
conclusive for the authenticity of the Bible regarded 
as a volume of ancient writings. I have opened, 
as it were, this volume before you, and pointed out 
some of the characteristics which distinguish it from 
all others extant in the world. I have briefly 
noticed its effects in the formn.tion and preservation 
of the people of Israel during their existence as 
a people, and of the Christian Church during 
1800 years, up to the present day;-its effects 
in t!te superior morals, freedom, and social and 
domestic happiness of the ancient Israelites and of 
all existing Christian nations, especially those by 
whom it is best known; and, above all, in the 
changed lives and peaceful deaths of multitudes 
who have believed in it. 

Here, then, I might conclude; but before doing 
so, I would ask whether you who have patiently 
foUowed my argument can help drawing from it 
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the inference that the Bible is not the product of 
man's unassisted reMon and knowledge? The fact 
that the writings of a number of men, living at 
times so remote from one another, of such diverse 
natural characters, and in such different positions 
and circumstances, should exhibit such a perfect 
agreement upon so great a variety of subjects, 
many of which have always been and still are 
matters of controversy among the most learned 
philosophers and theologians; and yet further, that 
the writings should be distinguished from all others 
by such peculiar characteristics, and should have 
produced such "'ondet'ful effects in the world­
appears to me of itself, an irrefragable proof that 
they had a " divine and miraculous origin." Their 
composition without supernatural assistance would 
be to my mind as inexplicable, as-without the 
exercise of divine power-the giving of sight to a 
blind man by the anointing of his eyes with clay, 
or the calling forth of a dead man from the tomb. 
The only reasonable explanation of their OI'igin 
is that they were "given by inspiration of God." 
Believing, therefore, that the Dible, and the Bible 
alone, contains a revelation from God to ma.n, and 
contemplating the effects which it has wrought, and 
is now working in the wodd, what, I would further 
ask, is the dut.y of the Ohurch of Ohrist, and what 
the duty of priY:1te Ohristians in respect to it? 
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Surely it behoves every particular Church to 
make the Eible its one standard of faith and duty; 
enjoining its ministers that they teach nothing as 
required of necessity unto eternal salvation but 
what may be concludcd and proved by the Holy 
Scriptures; and, further, to take care that in its 
modes of prayer, rites, and ceremonies which, not 
being prescribed by the Scriptures, may be regulated 
at its own discretion, there be nothing" repugnant 
to the Word of God." Moreover, it behoves every 
Church to promote as much as possible the reading 
of the Bible by all its people, and especiaHy to 
provide for the training up of the young in such a 
knowledge of the sacred volume tbat they may be 
strengthened to resist the manifold temptations to 
evil-doing to which they will be exposed in after 
years, and enabled to "walk in the way of good 
men, and keep the paths of the righteous." In 
proportion as particular Churches distinctly re­
cognise and faithfully fulfil their duty herein, they 
will severally maintain in themselves "the faith 
which was once (for all) delivered to the saints," 
and likewise "the holiness without which no one 
shall see the Lord." In the same proportion also 
will they promote the attainment of that tl'Ue 
catholic unity for which our Lord prayed, and 
which, therefore, all who love and serve IIim ought 
to pray, confidently expect, and earnestly endea­
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Conclusion. 

vour to hasten on. The desire now so generally, 
in various ways, expressed for it, may not im­
properly be regarded as an indication of God's 
purpose at no distant time, in answer to the prayer 
of our Divine Mediator, to make all Christians to 
become so manifestly one that the world may again 
see, acknowledge, and admire the love which they 
have one towards anothet'. 

Again, turning from the consideration of par­
ticular Churches as organised bodies to that of 
individuals, I would ask, ·What is the duty of 
ministers of Chl,ist with respect to the Bible! 
SUI'ely it behoves each one of them to remember 
that by no other means can he "compass the doing 
of so weighty a work as that intrusted to him, 
pertaining to the salvation of man, but with doctrine 
and exhortation taken out of the Holy Scriptures." 
Vain are all the discoveries of science, vain all the 
spcculations of philosophy, vain all the arguments 
and appeals of human reasoning and human 
eloquence, except so far as they illustrate, confirm, 
and set forth the truths of the Bible, either for 
the conviction and conversion of a sinner, 01' for the 
edification or consolation of a saint. "To the law 
and to the testimony" -to the Bible in its imperfect 
stato---was the exhortation of the prophet Isaiah; 
and to the Bible as we now have it in its complete­
ness, must every faithful steward of the mysteries 
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of God direct his hearers; for, if any speak not 
according to this word, it is because thCl'e is no 
light in them. 

Once more, what is the duty of private Christians 
with respect to the Bible? Does it not behove 
each individual to " search the Scriptures," as 
knowing that in them we " have eternal life "-to 
search them for himself, not to take what they 
teach upon trust fl'om others? "While every 
Christian should be willing and thankful, for the 
better understanding and more profita,ble usc of 
the Bible, to receive instruction from the voice of 
the liying and from the WJ'itings of the dead, no 
one who can read the Scriptures ought so to call 
any man" mastel'," or teachel', as not to "proye 
all things" by them, and so, with God's help, 
certainly distinguish, and firmly c, hold fast that 
which is good." To all who have received an 
ordinary education, the Bible ought to be the 
"lamp" unto their feet, and the" light" unto their 
path. Out of it they ought to draw arguments for 
helief, motiyes for obedience, strength against the 
day of temptation, and confirlencc and joy for the 
hour of death. But Christians have also another 
duty with respect to the Bible. It tear-hes us that 
we should" look not every man on hi s own things, 
but every man also on the things of othel's." 
Hence every Christian ought not only to read the 
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Bible himself, but also to take care, so far as he is 
able, that it be read by all the members of his family 
and household, and by others under his personal 
influence; and not only so, but likewise to help his 
poor neighLol1l's, who would otherwise be unable, 
and persuade the ungodly, who are naturally un­
willing, to procure and use the sacred volume. 
Nor should he stop here. He should endeavour to 
extend the blessings which the Bible brings with it 
over a wider cirele still-throughout the land he 
dwells in, and further yet, even to the uttermost 
regions of the earth. And this, blessed be God, 
by tlte agency of yntoious Societies, each of 
us may help to doo By them we can seveloall'y 
aid in cil'clllating oyer all the continent of Eu­
rope', among the English-speaking population of 
the world-wide British dominions, and among aU 
the chief nations of the earth- European and 
Asiatic, AfJ·ican and American-in tlteir own native 
languages, that n ook which has macle our fathers, 
and will, we trust, nlake us and our posterity 
throughout all generations, a free, intelligent, 
prosperous, and, comparoutiyely at least, a moral 

. and religious peopleo 
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