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1.'fc celebrate today tho <-innivorsary o-t: tho accession o-£ 
Q.uoen Elizabeth II; and in tl:.:i.s connection I read tho f'ir::i t 
six versos of' chap·:;cr two of' Gt. Paul 1 s f'irst letter to Tiuothy: 

"First o:f all, th.on, I urge that po ti tions, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be offered f'or all 
acn; -:fo-:;:o sovereigns a:1d all in high office, tli..n t we 
aay lead a tranquil and quiet lif'e in .f'ull observanco 
of religion nnd hign sta~dards of morality. Such 
prayer is right, and approved by God our Saviour, whoso 
will it is that all men should find salvation and oome 
to kn.ow the truth. For there is 0::10 God, and also ono 
mediator between God and oen, Christ Jesus, himself 
man, who sacrificed hiosel:f to win f'roodom f'or all mankind, 
so providing, at tho fitting time, proof' of the divine 
purpose;". 

St. Paul is instructing Tioothy on the principles of' his 
ministry. A f'ow verses previoasly, he has called on him to fight 
the good fight of' faith, and he now spells out what this moans in 
practice. It is interesting to see what St. Paul puts first. 
Ho writes: 11First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, 
intercessions, and t!:l.anksgivings be o.f'fered f'or all men;".-

l-fo puts prayer as the first activity 0£ tho :J:i.J..ri~tian. 
An activity in which all nro to engage. Prayer is a:l exprGssion 
of' our wor1d view; those w:1.o engage in a::t'"llGS t prayer 
acknowledge t:!:iat God is tho ~overeign upholder of all things and 
that He is a gracious God, ready to lis·;;e:J. a!ld answer the needs, 
hopes and aopira tions of Hi11 sons a..-id daughters. Our prayer honour!!J 
God, :for by it we acknow"l.edge thn t lie is good, gracious a11d able to 
help. ~re glorify Him and declare our belief' in his c..11.araoter, 
by e:..1teri::::g his presence with our prayers and supplication. 
Lethargy in prayer shows that our faith is growing feeble; th.at 
otu• viewpoint is veering towards aaterialism, ti1.a t our hearts 
and lives arc directed to ti1is world and are ceasing to be 
ce:;.1trcd OZ'!. God and on our Saviour, on ::Iis p::::-osc:it l1.GlP a:.1d. on 
our :r-...~t~ ... 0 hope and oxpuctc:itio:::l. St. Paul urges th.at first of' 
a11 pctitio:ls, prayers, intercessions and tha!1ksgivings should 
charaotoriso Christian 1i:fe and Christian com.:iuni ty. Uc have, 
of' course, t.iie cxmnplo of' our Lord Jesus Ch.i ... is t, whom we o:f'tcn 
read of' in the Gospel narrative as engaging in long sessions 
of prayer, of oor.ununion and f'ellowship with ::'Iis heavenly Father•· 
It wasn't always Gasy f'or Josus to obtai:n opportunity :for prayer. 
We read tho 1:; He would riso up early in tho nor-fling and go out into 
an isolnted pl.nee in order to be undisturbed in his prayer fellowship 
with God. Hudson Tny1or, who did so r..1uch in evangelising Cl'.lina 
last co:-itm.7, was a man who staked his work o;.1 th.e e:ffioaoy of' 
prayer. 11 Pray0r changes t l1.L'1gs" was his motto, and indeed proyor 
is potent to bring about that wl1.ich is good and wholesor.Ie in our 
own lives and in our cora..~unity. Prayer brings about God's 
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purposes, :for it is the Spirit of' God who prays our prayers 
within us. 

You will notice that St. Paul's inju..~ction to prayer is 
not cabined nor conf'ined. Prayers are to be made by 
Christians f'or all men, not merely :for their own interests 
or their own soct, because the true religion is as wide and 
as catholic as hmnanity in its concern f'or mankind. In 
calling upon God f'or his bl.essings we call. upon Him f'or all. 
men. As we pray :for others, prayer weld::; us into common 
f'el.l.owship. 

Hotc next that when the apostl.e descents to details he 
putn :first the sovereign ns t..."-i.e object of' our prc:iyers. We 
a-e nl.l ter:.1Pted to begin with our own circle. It might have 
been natural :for the apostl.o to have mentioned the Christian 
congregation or the bishop or other church office bearer and 
of' ooQrso we ought to pray for one another and those who have 
responsibility in the congregation and on other occasions 
St. Paul is explisit on these points. But here as he cxpotmds 
in order tho duty of tho Christian he puts in the plc:ico of' 
pro-e<nii1enco, prayer for the sovereign and :for all in high 
o:ff'ice. - ·wonder whet:-ior we are aware that th.is is our f'irst 
C:U'istian duty? How often do we pray f'or those who exorcise 
gover-tloent among us. For exaaple, do we, ClS individual 
Christians, :follow the apostle's injmiction to pray specifically 
:for Mr. Gorton as Prime llinister or I1r . Askin as Premier or 
are wo deceived into thinking we hc:ivc discharged our Christian 
duty when we follow the old-fashioned forms of' tho Book 
of' Coramon ?rc:iy-::J:., which restricts the set form of' prayer to 
the Queen a11d the Royal Fc:imily. When the :i?rayer Book was 
composed the Queen governed, but the way our constitution has 
coveloped since then the actual governoent is 
shared by nany.. The Crown now symbolises and l.Ulifies Government, 
but we must be realist~c in our prayers (for prc:iyer is real) and 
as we continue to pray f'or the Queen and the Royal Family as 
holding eminent positions in the corm:mnity we are duty-bound to 
pray specif'icnlly for taose who govern through the Queen's coramision, 
for Her I-1inisters who fora the Cabinet and pnrticularly the 
Prir.ic Minister and Prenier, f'or the Judges, Commissioners, 
perP-J.anent heads of the Civil Service Depc:irtr.10nts. We should 
pray f'or all these if' we are to :fulfill St. Poul's injunction to 
pray for sovereigns and all in high offices. 

IJote next, that St. Paul joins thanksgivings with these 
prayers. "I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions and 
thanksgivings be offered for all Den 11 , like prayer, tha.nksgi ving 
is an expression of' faith in God , it honours God f'or it acknowledges 
thClt the benefits that we experience are his gifts, and so by 
additi:r.:.g thanksg:tving to prc:iyer God's blessing, called down by 
the prayer of f'ai th., returns to Him in praise and grateful 
ncknowle dgeaen t and thnnksgi ving. If we pray little, I think 
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we will f'ind that we give thanks even less, f'or self'ishness is 
our characteristic sin. Since we do not in practice believe that 
our life is, moment by moment, dependent upon God we do not in 
actual fact give Him thanks; and ri1an' s characteristic failure is 
unthankf'u1.i1ess. We ought to be thankful moment by ::1oment for the 
continuation of' health , life and f'inancial resources to provide 
us with a h ome, food and clothing. We lose a lot, in actual f'act, 
by unthankfulness because experience shows that a thankful 
spirit is able to enjoy God's gifts much more than a spirit which 
takes them all for granted as though they were his own in­
alienable possessione Thanksgiving increases enjoyment of the 
pleasures and benefits which we experience. 

So St. Paul enjoins us to give thanks and we are to give 
thanks firstly for the sovereign and for all in high of'fice. 
It may seem strange that government is an object of' thanksgivL-ig 
as we so often find th.at e..ots of government are pGrsonally galling 
and constricting, nevertheless, just as we are to pray for 
government so we should give God hearty thanks for it. For 
government is t:i.e gift of' God so us. It matters little what 
form government takes~ it has di.f'f'ered widely over the centuries 
and is very diveree in its forms in the world todnyo What does matter 
is that it should filfill its purpose of maintaining justice and 
righteousness and the rule of' law, f'or only so can wo live 
happily in tne community. The need for government is the result 
of' humanity's sinfulness. Were there no sin, that is to say, no 
selfishness, greed, anger and such like, there would be no need 
for overt organs of' government, we would all be our own governors, 
doing what is just without external constraint. Interestingly 
enough, Karl Marx has recognised this and expresses it by his 
theory of' thG 1rri the ring of' th.0 state which he argued will result 
from the regeneration of mankind wh0n its economic conditions 
have been transf'oroed through the class war, revolution and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. Earx was, of course, mistake!'! 
in thinking t~-iat these various activities would lead to a 
regeneration of man's nature through economic change. There can 
be no withering of the state, no dispensing with government, 
until man is no longer a sinner. The true regeneration is only 
brought about by the Holy Spirit of God through the Gospel of 
Christ. lie look forward to tho day of renewal and regeneration 
which God has promised, when there will be a new heaven and a 
new earth, characterised by righteousness and justice. But 
till that time comes external overt government is a necessity 
f'or human society and it is God's gift to us, for which we should 
not only pray but also give thanks, as we do this morning f'or the 
government of Queen Elizabeth II. All exercise of' government is 
a delegation of' God rs own sovereignty and a remindGr that God is 
Lord of' alle He is the supre121e judge and gov0rnor, in whose 
nam0 human judges govern and to whon they give account . 



The purpose of' government, as St. Paul goes on to 
explain, is that we might live a peaceful and tranquil li~e 
peaceful externally in society, tranquil internally within our 
own hearts. Government may be able to establish external 
conditions of peace but it is only the Gospel with its promise 
of' forgiveness, and faith in a heavenly father tl~at can bring 
tranquility to the heart. But as St. Paul says here, government 
provides the conditions f'or men to hear and accept the gospel. 

St, Paul concludes this passage by reminding Timothy 
that the gospel of' sal va ti on is for all men, th.at is why prayers 
are to be made for all. No one group, one nation or one class 
has exclusive claim to God's favour, but He wills that all men should 
f'ind sal va ti on by coming to ::tn.ow the truth. For to know the 
truth is to be saved for that truth is, of course, God Himself', and 
His relationship to us through f'orgiveness in Christ. So tho 
apostle concludes "There is one God and one r.1edia tor be"b'N'ecn 
God and nan, Jesus Christ, ~iQself' nan, who gave himself as 
a ransora for aJ.1 11 a ransom to set us free. Good governrncn t, 
s£1ys the apostle, provides the opportunity :for men to hear the 
Gospel and to 101ow the truth, to know God, through the forgiveness 
of' their sins in Jesus Christ. This renewed relationship with 
our heavenly father means freedoo, we are, in our actions, no 
longer under t~e compulsion of sinf'ul passio~s nor chained in 
our spirit by the fears fron o guilty conscience. The Gospel 
is f'reedo~, f'or the Gospel of forgiveness through the death of 
Christ for us brings us into a free a~d happy relationship with 
our sovereign God. Free in His presence, free to do his will, 
we are our own governors, gladly doing the will of God. 

So we nay see th£l t govern::1en t, God 1 s gift to us, is n 
double si c n* A sign first of' all of our sin, f'or it is because 
o:f our selfishness and the passions tlLat go with it tlLat we 
need the restraint of governr..1ent i:f we are to live in co:r.ummity 
and it is a sign c.~':' o~u> salv8tion in a. twof'o:'. r: •-ra.y. It is a 
sign of' God's will f'or our salvation. God is long suffering with 
rebellious, God-ignoring hui:inni ty. He prescribes society 
through government in order that we oight cone to a knowledge 
of the truth. All government acts in the naoe of God, the only 
governor. It is His r.iinis ter for righteousness a;.1d part of His will 
f'or our salvation. For it is the object of' government to raaintain 
justice and so peace and thus to provide the conditions for the 
spread of the truth, the truth which sets us free fron our sinf'ul 
nature by recreating us in Christ. Then gover!lr:ient is a sign 
of' our salvation in a scH~.c:;::. c: way. We ourselves will be kings, 
already are kings. The Bible frequently describes our status 
as Christians in terms of' our reigning with Christ, sharing His 
throne, being kings. A king in the ancient world was ccnpletely 
free :fro1:i extern cl. restraint. A king could do exactly what he 
wanted to do. .b.s Christians we are kings, for throuc h the 
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reger.oration o:f our nature wh ich the Doly Spirit creates in us 
wh en we ren ew our :fellowsh ip wit h God t h rough :forgiveness, we 
gladly do what is right and as it were, become our own governors. 
We stand i n God's presence :free, n o lon ger n eeding the external 
restrain ts of' exterior governn en t becc.use our heart and dis­
position now gladly follows what is right. So as we pray for 
kings nnd governors and give God t"J.a n ks for t h em, we nre reminded 
not only of om: nocd for salvation and of' God's provision of' 
s ulvation in Christ but also of' that future salvation which 
by God's grace we will enjoy wh e n we ourselves, nll of us, will 
be kings and governors, sovereign and :free, serving God in His 
presence and serving one another according to His will. We may 
enter on this salvation now by bringing our world view round 
to seeing an d acknowledgin g Christ as Lord of all t the centre of 
h umanitf's histor,yand of our relationship ~ith God our creator; 
t h e present and future is His and we enter it now by accepting 
His as our own sovereign Lord :for our own lives. 
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