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THE ANTI DISCRIMINATION RBILL

The Anti-Discrimination Bill which is now belng considered by
Parl iament Imposes severe restrictions of freedom of action.
Some of these restrictions we would all approve, for example.
the Bill prohibits discrimination on the basis of race.
Fverybody whatever their race must be treated equally and
there are severe penalties for any act of discrimination,

In the same way the Rill requires that men and women must

he treated alike and we would all aaree with this.

However the Bill prohibits schools for boys or for qirls,
I'f schools are searegatad accordina to sex it is simply
hecause parents think that this is in the interests of
thelr child, and yet this parental decision in the matter
of the education and welfare of their child is taken away
hy the Bill, This Is a very gross restriction of an
important freedom preventing parents from doing what

they belleve is in +the interests of their children,

The problem about the Bill is that it is not hased on
moral conslderations but springs rather from humanistic
concepts, The Rill restricts the riaht of actina on

moral qrounds, and thus 1t prevents like minded nersons
Joining together to promote activities based on shared
moral convictions. For example, the churches have, for
centuries, conducted welfare organisations, Ornhanages
and children's homes, hosnitals, and retirement villaqes
are just some examples. These thinas will become
impossible under the new Bill because the church will

not be able to employ fellow Christians to staff these
institutions, for the Rill compels the church to employ
for example, homosexuals or athiests or people llving in
immoral relationshins of every sort, if such neonle offer
themselves for employment. You will see immediately how
the whole christian character of these church enternrises
would be destroyed by making impossible a common basis

of co-operation, The Bill will chanae the whole nature
of our community,



The Bill is called an Anti-Discrimination Bill and
provides large nenalties of $20,000 for any breach
of 1ts provisions but 1n fact it is itself a
discriminatory Bill, It discriminates against
people with moral convictions, and endeavours to
prevent them from acting on these convictions in
the ordinary affairs of life., This is mischievous.
I+ sets the law against moral convictions, and will
lead elther ?Cun¢a£zQ7A%Q€Aneople pretending that
the reasons for their actions are other than they
are, or it will lead to defevecec of the law by
the stronaer minded. It is a mischievous law,

The false basis of the Bill is shown by the fact
that it has to provide so many exceptions. For
example, the Bill is not o anply to |icenced

clubs and 1t does not anply to one's own home or
to a service company. A Rill that needs to make
Important exceptions like this shows. that the whole
nprinciple of the Rill is wrona.. We ouaht to know

by now that it is unwise to restrict a person from
actina accordina to his moral convictions, even
+hough these moral convictions may be mistaken,
During the war we allowed conscientious ohjectors

to act on their moral convictions even though

these were shared by hardly anybody else in the
community, But this Bill prevents Christians from
actinag on their moral convictions, although Christian
convictions are so widesnread in the community.
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Note: Since the above was broadcast the Legislative
Council introduced amendments which were Incorporated
in the Act as passed exemnting schools and some other
hurch activities from the provisions of the Act.
However, the Act as passed continues to be open to
objection that it does not take into account moral
convictions as a hasis for action.
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