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1. ΤΗΕ MAIDEN AND THE SHEPHERD 

Abishag jumped up and opened the gate of the courtyard, 
of the house as she heard her brother’s footsteps outside. 

| : He looked tired after his night’s watch in the vineyard. She | 
| greeted him politely, but it was evident that she had not for- 

gotten his angry words when he and her other brothers had {|| 
| N told her that from that time on she would have to help watch 

| | the vineyard (1). She had risen early and had her breakfast, 
| so as soon as she let him into the house she set off along the 

| street of the little town in which the family lived. She 
ְ passed through the gate and made her way along the road to | CONTENTS the vineyard. Just ahead of her was a flock 01 sheep and 

| she felt a sudden thrill of excitement when she saw who the 
PAGE shepherd was. She edged past the sheep and caught up with, 

him. He smiled at her pleasantly.   1. The Maiden and the § 
| 2 ) hepherd Fe 7 6 “The LORD be with you, my sister,” he began. 

| - The King’s Messengers ee 0 “The LORD bless you,” she replied (2). 
3. The King’s Chamber 5 14 Abishag had talked more than once with this shepherd 

ο ‘over the last few weeks, and from her vantage point on the 
to. 4. The Maiden’s Dreams Ip, 17 tower of the vineyard she had noticed the tender care which 

in 26 : he took of his flock. More than once he had carried a new- 
3. The Maiden and King Solomon oe ο ο. ‘born lamb in his arms; sometimes she had seen him with a 

. | sick sheep over his shoulders. He had taken more notice of 
Conclusion τς 23 Abishag than she had realised. The delicate beauty of her 
Ay) À face and form had stirred his inmost being. He knew the 

: Notes 5 aha, 5 reason for her brothers being angry with her and he felt the 
more highly of her for it. As they came near to the point in 
the road where the track to the vineyard branched off, he 
‚came more closely to her, and gently took her hand in his, 

“May I speak one word to you, my sister ?” he asked. 

Abishag nodded. At the side of the road was a little 
grove of cedar and fir trees, and a few apple trees, by the side 
of a little brook. The shepherd had often rested there while 
his sheep grazed or rested in the shade. There was still 
a little grass, despite the summer heat. He led Abishag to 

it. 
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2. ΤΗΕ KINGS MESSENGERS 

ior elder of the little town of Shunem made 
his ιο ihe town gate. He had just received the startling. 
news that a party of men, carrying a banner with the sign of | 
King David and what appeared to be an empty palanquin, 
was on its was to the town. They appeared to be coming 
from the nearby city of Jezreel. He had sent messengers to: 
call the other elders of the town and soon after they gathered. 
at the gate the party arrived. The two men that were Patty 
ing the palanquin laid it on the ground and everyone coul 
see that it was empty. The senior elder of Shunem went for- 
ward and addressed the leader of the party. 

“The LORD be with you,” he said in greeting. 

“The LORD bless you,” the visitors returned (1). 

The elder looked enquiringly at the leader of the party. 

“Why have you come to this place ?’? he asked politely. 

“We have come on a special errand on behalf of our 
beloved King David himself,” the leader began. 

“] trust that our lord the king is in health,” the elder 
interposed. 

: “He is not,” the leader replied, Aone this ave to 
urpose of our visit. As you must know, the king is 

meee ‘old man, and is greatly affected by the weather. The 
winter is coming, and we know he will feel the cold keenly. 
No matter how many bed-clothes are put on, he still com- 
plains of being cold. So the king’s advisers have made a 
special recommendation.” : 

“What is that ?” the elder asked. 

“They have suggested that a beautiful young maiden 
should found to act as the king’s nurse. She will have 
her own quarters in the king’s chambers, and may be able, 
with the warmth of her own body, to help keep him warm. 
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“I sometimes call this place my “house of wine’ (3),” he explained with a smile. “T often stop here to have some- thing to eat and drink”. 

“It is a good house,” she returned. “It has grass for a carpet, fir trees for rafters, and cedar trees for its beams.” 
The shepherd looked at her tenderly. 

“My sister,”’ he began, “I love you. You are beautiful. Your eyes are like doves. I want you to be my wife (4). 
;,, ““Iam only a crocus of the plain, a lily of the valley,” Abishag replied (5). : 

“You are like a lily,” he agreed, “and other girls are like thistles !” (6) 

“You are greater than I am,” she replied. “I am only a flower, but you are like this apple tree, shady and fruitful. I would delight to sit in your shadow and eat your fruit (7).” 
The sheep were beginning to wander.. The shepherd drew Abishag to him and kissed her tenderly (8). Then he took from his leather bag some raisins and an apple and put them into her hands (9). 

“Today I and some of the other shepherds are setting out to graze our flocks in Lebanon. and you know that this means that we shall be away from home for some weeks (10); The other shepherds are ahead: I waited until dawn, in hope of seeing you. As soon as I return T shall meet your elder brothers and arrange for our betrothal. For you and you alone are my love,” he concluded. 

‘And you are my beloved,” Abishag replied 
They kissed and parted. Neither dreamed just how long that parting would last ! 

(1) Song 1:6. (2) Ruth 2:4, (3) Song 2:4. (4) Song 1:15-17. (5) Song 2:1. (6) Song 2:2. (7) Song 2:3. (8) Song 1:2a. (9) Song 2:5. (10) Song 4:8. fs 
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The leader of the party explained the purpose of their 

visit. Abishag’s elder brother’s eyes grew wide with amaze- 

ment as he heard of the amount of money which would. be 

paid to the family of the maiden chosen for the work, and he 

assured them that his sister would be delighted to go. 

“May we see the maiden for ourselves?” the leader 

asked. 
| 

“Certainly,” her brother replied, “I will send for her 

at once.” 

He called to someone in the inner part of the house and 

a bright-faced little girl came running in. A 

“Run quickly to the vine-yard and tell Abishag to come 

home at once,” he ordered. ‘You stay and watch until I 

send someone to relieve you.” 

‘The little girl quickly ran off. 

“Who is that girl?” the leader of the party asked. | 

“She is our little sister: the youngest in the family,” he 

replied. 

“She is a little beauty,” the man replied. “What do 

you plan to do for her when she reaches marriagable age?” 

Her brother smiled. 

“Tt all depends on her nature,” he replied. “If she is. 

like a wall, like her sister Abishag, who will not allow any 

man to touch her, we shall build her up and make her more 

desirable by offering a good dowry of silver to go with her: 

if she is like a door, open to receive any man who comes 

along, we shall fence. her in with cedar wood to keep them 

out” (3). 
a 

While they waited for Abishag to come : her mother 

brought wine and set it before the visitors. Sir 

“This is our special spiced wine,” she explained, ‘‘made : ee 
from: grapes and pomegranates. from. our.own vineyard.’ 
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We have been sent to look for ; 4 
 ‎ r a suitable young woman,” heו

“That should not be a difficult task,” the elder replied. 
“Surely amongst the maidens of Jerusalem itself some 
suitable maiden could be, found.” 

“It has proved more difficult than we icipated,”’ 
leader replied. “It is true that there are in un 
young women ın Israel, but most of them are either married 
or betrothed, and a few, we are sad to say, have surrendered 
their maidenhood for base gain. But this is beside the 
point. Have you any suitable maiden here in Shunem?”’ 

The senior elder looked across at his companions. 

“What about Abishag ?” one of them suggested. 

“Is she young and beautiful ?” the messengers asked. 

“Yes,” the elders replied. 

' “Is she betrothed ?’’ the visitors asked. _ 

“No.” 

. “Are you sure that she is still a maid?” they asked 
cautiously. 

“The whole town knows that she is a virtuous maiden,”’ 
they replied. “Some time ago she quarrelled with her 
brothers because they tried to persuade her to marry a man 
whom she did not love or respect, and she refused. We are 
sure that she is still a maid.” 

“Then let us see her father,” the leader suggested. 

«Her father is dead,’ the senior elder explained. ‘B 
I shall take you to see her mother and her ER brother a 
they may be able to help you.” 

The elder led the party through the town gat 
the Street to the house where Abishag lived. Her A 
Se in μα brought water to wash their feet 
she wakened her eldest son, who was still sleepi | 

night in the vineyard. ern 
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“Do not worry about that,” the leader laughed. “You 

will not need these rough garments in the palace. All the 

best will be found for you. Please come at once. 

1 1 kissed her mother and followed the 

PRE ος quietly to herself. She was soon 

seated in the palanquin, and the bearers swung it on to their 

shoulders. She heard the clink of coins as the leader handed 

over part of the king’s bounty to her elder brother, and then 

‘she was on her way—to Jerusalem ! 

| (1) Ruth 2:4, (2) I Kings 1:1-4. (3) Song 8:8, 9. (4) 

I Samuel 21:8. 
{ 
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They sipped it appreciatively. Before long Abishag 
arrived: She was flushed from her exertion, and her hair 

“was blown about her face, but they could see that she was a 
truly beautiful maiden. She looked ‘enquiringly at the 
visitors, and then at her brother. 

“ “Does she meet with your approval?” her brother 
asked them. 

They nodded in assent. 

'«. “Abishag,” her brother began, ‘‘these men have come to 
take you to Jerusalem. You are to be nurse to King David.’ 

‘She stared at him in amazement. 

“To Jerusalem ?” she began, “But...” 

“There are no ‘buts’ in it,” her brother interrupted. 
“These men have come from Jerusalem specially to call you. 
They have even brought a palanquin for you.” 

Abishag was dumb-founded. She wondered if she was 
dreaming, She had told no one about the shepherd’s 
‘promise, and he had still not returned from Lebanon: she 
knew that even if she’ did mention it to her brothers, they 
would say she had dreamt it. She had always been a 
dreamer. 

“When do you wish to leave ?”. Abishag’s brother 
“enquired. ( 

“At once,” the leader replied, with emphasis. “The 
‚king’s business requires haste (4) and especially a matter 
like this. If we leave now we can be in Jezreel by night-fall, 
and from there new bearers will be available to carry her on 
‘the next stage of the journey to Jerusalem. One of the 
women from the king’s household is waiting in Jezreel ready 

‚to accompany her,” 

“But my‘clothes are not washed!” Abishag protested. 

“12  



  

  
  

-—and Abishag was somewhat disconcerted by their admiring 
glances and whispered compliments. But in spite of them 
all her thoughts were on her beloved shepherd. 

The last few years of David’s reign witnessed the 
struggle of two groups of people to gain supremacy in the 
kingdom of Israel. Adonijah, David’s son by Haggith, was 
handsome and popular. Joab, the commander-in-chief of 
the army, backed his claim to the throne, as did Abiathar the 
high priest. Adonijah raised a private army of fifty meni to 
act as his body-guard, and carefully planned a gathering of 
his supporters at En-rogel, at which he was publicly acclaimed 
as king (8). 

The first King David knew of this was when Bathsheba 
was ushered into his chamber: Abishag, who was waiting on 
the king, could see at once that she was very worried about. 
something. She bowed low before her husband (9). 

‘ What do you want?” the king asked. 

Bathsheba told him all that had happened. 0 
had been proclaimed king. Abiathar and Joab were support- 
ing him. When she saw that the king had grasped the 
situation she went on: 

“ Allthe people of Israel know that you are alive, and 
they wait for a word from you. If you do not give the 
word, I shudder to think what will happen to Solomon and 
to me after you have been gathered with your fathers’ (10). 

While she was still talking to the king it was announced 
that the prophet Nathan had come. David greatly res- 
pected him, for he knew that he was a man who spoke the 

message of God without fear of men. He endorsed every 
word that Bathsheba had said (11). 

Although King David’s body was weak, his mind was 
‘still aert. He sat up in his bed and began to give orders. 
He called for Zadok the priest, and for Benaiah, one of his 
trusted military advisers, and told them what to do. They, 
with Nathan the prophet, were to go to Gihon, just outside 
of Jerusalem, and there anoint Solomon as king. Then they 
were to escort him back, riding on the king’s mule, and seat 
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3. THE KING’S CHAMBER 

The next few days passed almost as in a dream for 
Abishag. She was carried first to Jezreel, where she spent 
her first night away from home, in the care of one ofthe 
court women from Jerusalem. The next day fresh bearers. 
‘began to carry them to Jerusalem. The court woman tried 
to cheer Abishag by telling her stories of the life at court, 
but Abishag’s thoughts were far away, with her beloved 
shepherd (1). 

‘When they reached Jerusalem she was escorted into the 
women’s quarters of the palace. The young women looked 
at her with great interest, as many of them had aspired to do: 
the work for which she had been chosen. After a night’s 
rest she was taken to the dressing room, where she laid aside 
the rough home-spun garments which she had worn in the 
country and was dressed in fine linen robes, as befitted a 
nurse for the king. All the while the young women that 
had come with her were praising the beauty of her body, and 
she found this somewhat embarrassing. Her tanned com- 
plexion contrasted with their pale faces, so she explained to 
them that her brothers had been angry with her, and set her 
to looking after the vineyard, where she was sunburnt (2). 
She thought wistfully of her own vineyard, her lover, whom 
she had not kept near her, and asked herself where he would 
be at that moment (3). To ask the question was to answer 
it: he was not to be found ina palace, but out with his 
flock, or near the shepherds’ dwellings (4). She recalled 
vividly their last conversation in the grove of trees by the 
roadside (5). 

Then she was taken into the king’s chamber (6) and her 
real duties began. The aged king was almost bed-ridden and 
Abishag waited on him devotedly. There was nothing 
indelicate in her relationship with King David: she treated 
him like a father, and he treated her as a daughter (7). 

) Her duties inevitably brought her into contact with 
many members of the royal household. There was Bath- 
sheba the queen, and others of the king’s wives and concu- 
bines: Adonijah and Solomon, and others of the king’s sons. 

14 

 



4 / 4. THE MAIDEN’S DREAMS 

After King David died, Abishag fondly hoped that she 
aight be allowed to return home. She had been brought to 
‚Jerusalem to be the king’s nurse, and now that he had died 
“there was no further need of her services. But when she 
approached the eunuch who was in charge of the harem he 
pointed outsthat she would be treated like any other woman 
‘in the palace. A special order from King Solomon himself 
“would be needed, and thus far no such order had been issued, 
he told her. 

Abishag, had looked forward to seeing her shepherd 
lover again, and her longings expressed themselves. in, her 
‚dreams. One,of these was so vivid that she thought it was 
real. She dreamed that her beloved was coming for her: 
‚she saw him leaping over the mountains and coming outside 
‘the lattice windows of the palace (1). She heard him describe 
all the beauties of the Jezreel valley in Spring and invite 
“her to come away with him. He reminded her that there 
were little jackels damaging the vineyards, where the vines 
“were in bloom, and’ ‘suggested that she might be needed to 
‘help to guard them again (2). She responded to his entreaties, 
‘even though she realised: that the time had not come for 
her to be with him (3). She dreamed that he was in the city, 
‚and that: she: was searching for him, and found him, and 
‘brought him, oddly enough, to her mother’s house, far away 
in Shunem (4)! She felt constrained to warm the maidens 
‘Of Jerusalem, who were so keen to experience Solomon’s 
‘embrace, how dangerous it was to stir up sexual passion 
-before it wakened of its own accord (5). 

‘Then one day Bathsheba came with the news that Adoni- 
Jah and Joab had been executed at King Solomon’s command. 
_Abishag was not surprised to hear about Joab: she knew that 
.King David. had advised Solomon to put him to death (6). 
‘But she was surprised to hear about Adonijah. 

“Why was Adonijah put to death?” she asked. “I. 
thought that King Solomon had pardoned him.” 
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him on the royal throne in the sight of the king, so that all 
the people would know that David himself had nominated 
Solomon as his successor (12). 

The king’s plan was rapidly carried out. The noise of 
the trumpet announcing Solomon’s anointing reached En- 
rogel just as Adonijah’s supporters were finishing their feast. 
Soon after, Abiathar’s son Jonathan came to tell them what 
was happening. Adonijah fled and took refuge at the altar. 
His rebellion was at an end (13). 

| When Solomon heard of this, he sent a messages to 
assure Adonijah that his life would be spared. as long as he 
showed himself a worthy man. Adonijah came and bowed 
‘down before Solomon, and was sent in peace to his 
house (14). 

In the months that followed. David had a number of 
private conversations with Solomon. He knew that his own 
days were numbered and he earnestly counselled Solomon to 
walk steadfastly in the way of the LORD (15). He told him 
of all the preparations that he had made for the building of 
the temple in Jerusalem and: gave him the pattern to be 
followed in its erection (16). He also advised him how to 
deal with Joab, the commander-in-chief of the army, and with 
Shimei, the rascal who had abused David when he fled from 
Jerusalem during Absalom’s rebellion (17). 

At last King David’s life drew to its close. He grew 
daily weaker. his breathing became more laboured, his pulse 
grew feeble and irregular, and his servants knew that the end 
was near. Soon after his death his body was buried in the 
ity of Jerusalem, the place that he himself had conquered 
and made capital of Israel (18). 

(1) Songl: 7. (2) Song 1:5, 6. :(3) Song l: 7 (4 
Song 1:8. (5) Song 1:15-2:6. (6) Song 1 : 4. (7) 1 Kings 
1: 4. .(8) 1 Kings | : 5-10. (9) I Kings 1: 15. (10) I Kings 
1: 16-21. (11) 1 Kings 1: 22-27. (12) I Kings 1: 32-40, 
(13) I Kings 1: 41-49. (14) I Kings 1: 50-53. (15) I Kings 
2: 1-4. (16) 1 Chronicles 28: 11-21. (17) I Kings 2: 5-9, 
(18) I Kings 2: 10-11. 
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had refused to open the door and let him in. When she 
relented, and opened the door, he had disappeared. She 
‚went out to find:him, but was unsuccessful. The watchmen 
of the city found her and abused her, and took away het 
veil. When she awoke, her dream seemed so vivid that she 
‘charged the other maidens to tell her beloved, should they 
find him, that she was love-sick (10). 

The other maidens humoured her. “What is so special 
about your lover? How is he greater than others ?” they 
‚asked her (11). 

_ Abishag had her answer ready and described to them all 
his beauties. To her he was ‘altogether lovely’ for he was 
her beloved and her friend (12). 

The maidens. questioned her again. 

“Where has he gone, this lover of yours ?” they asked. 
“Tell us, so that we can look for him too ” (13). 

She knew the answer to that question. Her beloved 
‘would always be found with his sheep, leading them to good 
‘pastures among the lilies (14). 

. Meanwhile Solomon was adding to his harem. He had : 
sixty queens, and eighty concubines, by the time he summon- 
‚ed Abishag to his presence. They all praised her beauties to: 
the king, so that he desired her all the more (15). 

But Abishag was adamant. Her desire was for her 
‘beloved and for him alone. The other women in the harem 
tried to reason with her. They urged her to forget her own 
people and her father’s house, and to submit herself to the 
king’s desires. For he desired her beauty, and they urged 
her to make him her Lord (16). 

Then one day the summons came. 

(1) Song 2:8-14. (2) Song 2:15. (3) Song 2:16, 17. 
(4) Song 3:1-4. (5) Song 3:5 (cf. 2:7 & 8:4). (6) I Kings 
2:12-34. (8) Song 3:6-11, I Kings 3:1. (9) Song 4:1—5:1. 
(10) Song 5:2-8. (11) Song 5:9. (12) Song 5:10-16. (13) 
Song 6:1 (14) Song 6:2, 3. (15) Song 6:8-10 (cf. I Kings 
11:3). (16) Psalm 45:10, 11. 
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‘He was put to death on account of you!” Bathsheba: 
replied. 

“What do you mean ?” she asked. 

“T will tell you,” Bathsheba replied. “Adonijah came 
to me and asked me to speak to King Solomon, and request 
that you be given to him for his wife. I agreed to do this,. 
but as soon as I made the request Solomon became very 
angry, and ordered Benaiah to put Adonijah to death. At. 
the same time he gave orders that Abiathar was to be deposed. 
from the priesthood. When Joab heard what was happen- 
ing, he fled to the altar, and there he was put to death” (7). 

“But why did the king get so angry about Adonijah’s. 
request? I would not have married him, for I am promised 
to: my own beloved. But surely to ask for me was not a. 
crime worthy of death,’’ Abishag protested. 

“Adonijah was a fool to think that any member of the: 
king’s harem would be given to him,” Bathsheba replied. 
“But there may be a deeper reason: I think that my som 
wants you for himself.’ 

But Abishag was not immediately summoned to the 
king’s presence. The king paid a state visit to Egypt, and 
returned with an Egyptian princess as his bride. Allthe 
palace women gathered by the lattice-work windows of the 
palace to see the wonderful sight of Solomon’s palanquin,. 
surrounded by 60 Israelite warriors, returning to Jerusalem 
after his journey through the wilderness (8). 

After Solomon’s return Abishag had an even more vivid 
dream. She dreamt that her wedding day had come, and 
that she was with her beloved. She listened to him describe 
her beauty, using phrases that come naturally to a shepherd : 
hair like a flock of goats, teeth like newly washed ewes, 
breasts like twin fawns. He knew that she was like an 
enclosed garden, for she had kept herself pure for her 
beloved, And now she dreamed that the time had come for 
him to enter his garden and fully enjoy her love (9). 

Then the dream changed. She dreamed that he had 
come to her room at night and that she, for trivial reasons, 
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Arrangements were made for her return home and a 
palanquin was provided for her to be carried back to Shunem. 
It was Spring again, and there were flowers in blossom in the 
valley of Jezreel. As they neared the village the bearers 
carried her past the little grove with its apple trees, the place’ 
where her shepherd lover had first declared to her his love. 
A flock of sheep were resting contentedly in its shade and 
she could see the shepherd sleeping under one of the apple: 
trees. She stopped the palanquin, and tip-toed towards him. 
Yes, there could be no mistake: here was her beloved. She: 
knelt down beside him and kissed him. He opened his eyes, 
and gazed into her face, and knew at once that she had 
been faithful to him, as he had been to her. 

_ “Set me like a seal on your heart and arm,”’ she pleaded. 
“Bind me to you for ever: for love like ours is a flame of the: 
LORD, a fire that can never be quenched”’ (11). They went 
together to her home, Abishag leaning on his arm (12); 
She took him to her mother’s house, as she had longed to do 
before (13) and again declared her love. King Solomon was. 
indeed a ‘master of a multitude’ (14) with his far-flung 
empire and many queens and concubines, but she was content 
with her own vineyard, her beloved (15). She was content to 
be. with him—in the field, on the mountains—wherever he 
was! (16). 

% * % 

King Solomon was deeply impressed as he considered 
the story of Abishag and her shepherd-lover. He was a 
song-writer, and a keen student of human nature. He knew 
well the dire prophecies that Samuel, the last of the judges, ' 
had made at the time that the people demanded a king (17). 
and he knew that they had been fulfilled. He knew that a 
new element, earthly kingship, which was not God’s ideal for 
His people, had been introduced into Israel. And he saw 
that Abishag’s love and loyalty to her absent lover were 
pictures of the love and loyalty that the nation of Israel was 
N 0 show BT invisible divine Sbepherd. His own 
ather had written those immortal words, “ i 
Shepherd” (18). en 
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5. THE MAIDEN AND KING SOLOMON 

When Abishag came into the king’s presence, it Was: 

plain why he wanted her company. He was lavish in his 

praises. He compared her to Tirzah, the queen city of the: 

northern part of Israel, and to Jerusalem, his own capital... 

He praised her himself, and he repeated the praises that he 

had heard from his queens and concubines (1). 

Abishag was unmoved. She reminded him of the 

circumstances in which she had come to the palace. She had 

gone quietly to the vineyard and garden when she was. 

summoned to Jerusalem. She had become like a royal: 

chariot (2) : in fact, one of the compliments that had been: 

paid to her was that she was like a mare in one of Pharaoh’s 

chariots (3). But, although she wanted to leave, she heard. 

voices telling her to return (4): she wondered why they 

wanted to look at her: perhaps they saw in her a conflict, 

like the dance of two armies (5). 

Solomon continued to praise her. Both he and his 

brother had wanted her, and Adonijah had died because he: 

was rash enough to ask for her. He praised her face and 

her form, and likened her hair to a net in which a king had 

been held captive (6).. He became more and more ardent im 

his praises, and made it clear that it was his desire to partake: 

of the fruits of love that her body bore (7). 

Abishag remained unmoved,  “‘I belong to my beloved, 

and he is longing for me,” she replied firmly. Her one 

desite was to return to her home in the country and to be re- 

united with her beloved shepherd. She desired his embrace 

and his alone (8). 

Solomon was astonished : never before had he seen such 

firm and deep-rooted virtue. He looked at the maiden with 

compassion. 

“You have found peace in my sight (9). Return to 

your home, and may the LORD grant that you might fin 

rest in the home of your beloved’” (10). | 
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CONCLUSION 

What lessons can we learn from the Song of Songs ? 
What relevance has this story of almost three thousand vears 
ago to life today? 

The Apostle Paul laboured long in the city of Corinth. 
He was. used by God. to establish a Christian church ina 
commercial centre that was notorious for its immorality. 
After he left, he wrote two letters to the Christians there, 
and in the second one expressed the fear that was in his 
heart as he thought of what the future might hold for them. 

‘I feel a divine jealousy for you, for I betrothed you to 
‘Christ, to present you as a pure bride to her one husband. 
But Jam afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his 
‘cunning, your thoughts will be led astray froma sincere and 
pure devotion to Christ ’’ (1). 

The reader will see at once the similarity between the 
experience of the Shulammite and the picture which the apostle 
had in mind. The Shulammite, during her stay in the palace, 
‘was in danger of being led away from her sincere and pure 
‘devotion to her absent shepherd-lover. In the very same 
way the believer in Christ is in constant danger of being 
‘drawn away from a simple and whole-hearted devotion to 
his absent Lord. We see this clearly in the first and last of 
the letters to the seven churches in the Revelation. The first 
church, Ephesus, had lost its first love: the believers there 
did not love the Lord Jesus as much as they had done at the 
beginning (2). The last church, Laodicea, while considering 
itself to be rich and prosperous, had left the Lord Jesus 
standing outside the door (3), just as the maiden had done 
in her dream (4). Even in the first century we read of 
Diotrophes, who wanted to be ‘pre-eminent’ in the church 
(5), usurping the place that rightly belongs to the Lord Jesus 
alone (6). 

The very same thing is true in this twentieth century. 
‘Our Lord is absent, or, rather, while we are ‘at home in the 
body’ we are ‘away from home and the Lord’ (7). 
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As he thought, the Spirit of God guided him put into 
song form the essence of the story. He did not mention 
Abishag’s name, for he did not wish the primary lesson of 
the song to be lost by undue attention to the circumstances 
of its origin. He did not even refer to her as the ‘Shu- 
nammite’ or ‘maid of Shunem’ (19), but as the ‘Shulammite’ 
(20), the ‘maiden of peace’, the feminine form of his own 
name. Solomon wrote 1,005 songs (21), but only one has 
been preserved for us in the pages of Holy Scripture. It is 
for a good reason that it is known as the ‘Song of songs, 
which is Solomon’s’ (22). 

(1) Song 6:4-10. (2) Song 6:11, 12. (3) Song 1:9. 
(4) Song 6:13a. (5) Song 6:13b. (6) Song7:1-5. (7) Song 
7:6-9. (8) Song 7:10-8:3. (9) Song 8:10b. (10) Ruth 1:9. 
(11) Song 8:6-7. (12) Song 8:5. (13) Song 8:1, 2. (14) 
Song 8:11. (15) Song 8:12. (16) Song 8:13, 14. (17) 
I Samuel 8:10-22. (18) Psalm 23:1. (19) I Kings 1:3. 
(20) Song 6:13. (21) I Kings 4:32. (22) Song l:1. 
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NOTES 

1. The History of Abishag is found in 1 Kings 1,2: see 
‚especially Ch. 1: 1-4, 15, and Ch. 2: 12-25. It must be 
emphasised that there is no real proof that Abishag was the 
‘Shulammite of the Song of Solomon, but, in the Author’s 
judgement, many of the difficulties in interpretation (though 
‘by He aren all of them) can be solved if this identification 
is made. 

2. The Song of Songs, when interpreted in this way, 
may be divided into the following main sections. 

Ch. 1; 1 Title 

Ch. 1: 2-4 The Shulammite in the King’s Chamber. 

Ch. 1: 5, 6 Her explanation to the harem women of her 
swarthy complexion. 

Ch. 1: 7-2: 6 Her longing for her Beloved Shepherd 
(7), her realisation as to where he might be (8), leading on to 
her recalling a conversation that she had with him before 
being brought to the palace (1: 9-11, 13-2: 6). 1: 12-14 
‘contrasts the king and the Beloved. 

Ch. 2: 7 The first ‘refrain’, a warning against arousi 

passion (cf. 3: 5, 8: 4). g against arousing 

Ch. 2:8-3:4 The first dream, in which she believes 
thaté she hears and sees her Beloved coming to her, and 
finally brings him to her mother’s house. 

Ch. 3: 5 The,second ‘refrain’. 

Ch. 3: 6-11. The description of Solomon’s palanquin 
-coming up from the wilderness. 

Ch. 4:1-6:2. This whole section describes the second 
-dream. 
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Although we have not seen Him, we love Him (8), but it is: 

all too easy for things that we can see to draw our hearts 

away from a sincere devotion to Him. ‘Bigness’, high- 

sounding titles, and outward show of any kind area few of 

the many things that have an attraction for the fleshly nature 

in the believer. But as we remember that ‘the Lord is near ’ 

and live in constant touch with the Lord Jesus, the ‘ peace 

of God’ will keep guard over our hearts and thoughts in 

Christ Jesus (9). May God enable us each one to so dwell 

in Him that when the Lord Jesus appears, we shall have 

confidence and not be ashamed in His presence (10). 

(1) 2 Corinthians 11: 2, 3. (2) Revelation 2: 4. (3) 

Revelation 3: 20. (4) Song of Solomon 5: 2-8. (5) 3 John 

9, (6) Colossians 1: 18. (7) 2 Corinthians 5: 6, 8. (8) 

1 Peter 1: 8. (9) Philippians 4: 5-7. (10) 1 John 2: 28. 
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ne 4: 1-15. 7 he Beloved describes the maiden. 

- 16-5: 1. The maiden dreams that the marriage takes. 

Sati : 

5: 2-7. The maiden dreams that she has lost her 

Beloved by leaving him outside the door. 

5: 8. She charges the harem women to tell her where: 

he is, should they. see him. 

5; 9. They ask her about his distinctiveness. 

5: 10-16. She describes his beauty. 

6: 1. They ask about his whereabouts. 

6: 2,3. She describes his work. 

Ch. 6: 4-9, Solomon begins to woo the maiden. 

6; 10. He quotes the opinion of the court ladies. 

6; 11-13. She describes her experience. 

7: 1-9a. Solomon continues to woo the maiden. 

7: 9b-8 3. She stands firm. 

8:4, The final refrain (cf. 2; 7, 3: 5). 

Ch. 8: 5. The maiden’s return. 

8; 5b-7. Her words to her Beloved. 

8: 8,9. The little sister 

8: 10. The reward of faithful steadfastness, 

8: 11, 12. Solomon’s vineyard, and the Shulammite’ Bs 

compared and contrasted in a riddle. 

8: 13. The voice of the Beloved. 

8: 14. The voice of the maiden. 
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