How to Make
Right Decisions




Now | want to tell you that I, for my part, have been
positivelyamazed - and I'm not just being modest,

HOW TO MAKE either - by the stupidthings| have done acrossthe
years. Dale Carnegie, who wrote the book AW@w to
RIGHT DECISIONS Friends and Influence Rglo, was a great friend of mine.
Scripture: James 1:5; Philippians 2:5 He told me once that he thought he'd write a book which

would be entitled Duiftlings | Have Done, by Dale

Carnegie. | told him the difference between him and me

wasthat I'd have to write a whole series of books to en
I wisH to speak with you today on a very practical soebnpass the subject.
ject. As a matter of fact, all preaching should have pratlow do you get wisdom? This is the proposition. And
tical applications, for Christianity is a way of life whibk way the Bible answers it is by saying, "Ask God for
really works - whenit's worked. Whatl wish totalk it. He is liberal and will give it to you." And a person
with you about is how to make right decisions. And for@annot make right decisions consistently except by step
text on which to develop this thought | turn to thepiBgokip_his wisdom and stepping dawn his stupidities.
of James, the first chapter, where it says, "If any of Ipotthe long run you determine what your life will be by
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all yoamr decision¥our decisions, little and big - and you

liberally ... " never know when a little one is a big one in its conse
"Well," you may say,now you'rereally gettingto quences - will add up to what you become. It is a fact

me, because wisdom is what | need." Maybe you will athdt you can decide yourself into failure or into success,

"I've got to admit that I'm not too bright. You wouidi@t mental turmoil or into merital peace, into unhappi

know how inept | am." You might go even further m@ss or into happiness.

say, "Actually, | hateto think of the stupidthingsl A man remarked to me, "Let's facéfat:goes the

do." way the ball bounces." | don't go for any such idea as
that at all. There is a deeper reality. You and/l can de

e S ide large degree which way the ball bounces. We
Thi_goiEY;I(rgekgcr)rc}3§6tr2%slc:rci)l{cli\loamc}og sl,:(grl;{nof\HEIeSIEéﬁ" k&*%l ther bouncing of the ball of life's circumstances
neously by Dr. Peale at MarblepCoIIegiate Church, S,H%,Pl %s we learn the art of making right de
ThousSands of people around the  world receive eacksionenth these
printed copies of Dr. Peale's sermons. We will also gladl\é/ﬁuégw Hhem &> we learn litPepeat: If any man lack
gy let

ou, your family and friendsns&imaplyarstratidresses ; LI
\Z/i_Phno¥I to: Foundation for Christian Iﬁ\yiang, Pawling, N. him ask @dd ( really_ask, believing), be

is Chri.sf,_itianhwork is entiEer_dte;pende,nt upon vglunftaa;asmimdbistibber,abnd it will be given him. Believe,
asno specific charge or subscription price is made i
serm_orF\)s_. Your if?s, together wﬁh othgrs, make ppssib?é?“ga%}%{%%%at bhereRisman agsvan fonf el andy that
distribution of Dr. Peale’s mess"ge of practical Christian living. o 3 I




really did have to have it at nine o'clock on Thursday
God will give you the wisdom to find that answer. Peoplming, he then had the answer. And if he didn't get
who have become great people have been those wihoathanee o'clock Thursdaywelld find out later he
discovered that God will guide in all the problems of thikiin't needio haveit then.And whenhe did need it,
lives. And they have discovered that they can know Gedst it.
guidance. This is no theory. | have seen it work in gviac Kraft held the principle that if you need wisdom
tice so many times that| could summon hundreds afdvifou ask for it and believe that there is an answer it
nesses to corroborate it. Let me call up a couple: will come. He was one of the strongest personalities | ever
knew becauseof his absoluteunshakeableonviction

SoME vyears ago | had a very pleasant friendship thiah there was an answer and that God would give it to
the founder of the Kraft Foods Company, Mr.]. L. Krafim. "Things didn't always turn out right,'hdted,
He was a very dedicated Christian, a great Baptidbdkiyng back on his career. "That was because | never
man. He really loved the Lord Jesus Christ. And he ha@as able to get rid of quite all the error in me. Butto the
tremendouslgstute mindHe was a truly remarkable degree to which you live with God, to that degree does
individual, with a simple faith but a wise faith. And | getrror drop out and truth remain."
to talking with him one time about his early days. I have seen this demonstrated in more ways than one

Like a great many Americans, in the great traditeord in some rather remarkable ways. For example, one
that has been a wonder to the world, Mr. Kraft shagtedn Chicago | boarded a plane to go to Minneapolis,
at the bottom. All he had was an old wagon andwaidiorisenot a very long flight. When we were air borne
called Paddy and an idea about the processing of theetewardess came and sat down beside me and said she
And he went out and peddled his own cheese. Then hégdta problem she would like to discuss. | said, "It had
two or three helpers. He told me that he was albafterobhe a little problem, because petokeow it
the brink of failure in those early days. He said, "l weealdl be at Minneapolis."
go home at night not knowing where | was going tOWeghk" she said, "it's a big problem to me. It's this:
the money to pay my few employees or to buy the iteen dating two young men and they both tell me
terials | needed. But | always talked to God about it.tAeg're in love with me and want to marry me. The prob
| told God what | needed. And | asked Him for thdemisis, | don't know which one to take." She told me a
dom to build up this business so that | could do a sdittieeabout the two young men and how she felt about
for Him in the world. And," he said, "God always hessaid one - or thought she did. "Which one would you
me and God built my business." say I'min love with?" she asked.

He soon noticed, he said, that if he thought he HKNdwtoook, this is not exactly in my line. Why don't
have an answerto a problemby, say, nine o'clock you write to Dear Abby?"
Thursday morning, God might not give him the ans\Because I've got you right here, Dr. Peale, and this
on Monday or on Tuesday or on Wednesday, but if he .

W4



bothers me." importantthings? And whatcould be moranportant
"Well, you've asked me, so I'll tell you. | don't think than your lifelong companion, who will also be the father
you love either. | wouldn't marry either one." of your children? Isn't that somethindig enoughto
"But," she exclaimed, "lI've got to marry one of them! pray about?" Then | really went all out. | said, "Every
I'm twenty-two years old!" day as you stand at the top of the steps of your plane |
"Oh," | said, "don't let the little matterof being want you to visualize that sometime the perfect man for
twenty-two bother you. | still have an eye for feminine you will walk up those steps and right into your life."
beauty and | think you'll find somebogwu ldon't, "Oh," she said, "do you think he will?"
they're all blind." "Why not? In any case you'll meet him some place."
"You think I'll find the right one?" she asked anxiously. And she did. It wasn't on the plane. He didn't walk
"If you go at it the right way," | replied. up the steps of her plane. She met him ata church party
"What is the right way?" while spending aweekendat homewith her parent$.

"Well, first," | said, "you must have a clear idea of "You know, it's wonderful the way things work out," she
just what kind of man you want. Make it specific. Can wrote to me. "The minute | saw him | knew he was the
you describe the kind of man you want to marry?" one. He didn't know it - then. But it wasn't long before

"Well," she said, "I want him to be nice looking." | got through to him and he knew it too."

"To equate with your own looks, he would have to be.

What elg¢ EVERYBODY has a problem. And there is an answer to

Her face grew serious. "I want him to be a good man, that problem. There is an answer to yours. So believe in
a clean, decent person. And | want him to have a lot dhat answer. Confide your desires to God, but be willing
funin him. Also, | want him to be a man who believes to take what He gives you. And believe that He will give

jn God." you wisdom.

"Sister, you're all right,'said. "You've .got a head Often we think of Christianityprimariyy as giving
onyour shoulders. Now what you should do is take thatmorality, or as .giving sustaining strength in sickness or
picture and hold it up to God and just thetieyau trouble.And it doegyive moral strengthjt doesgive

and that man will be drawn together in God's good time. comfort and peace dode. But it alsmakespeople

But let's face it," | added, "maybe the man God brings wise. The more you live it, the more you have in you
you won't be handsome. Remember, the homely ones often that mind which was in Christ Jesus our Lord. And you

turn out a lot better than the glamor boys. So don't press develop perceptiveness, astuteness, understanding, so that

the Lord on that good-lookindousinessBe willing to you have the wisdom out of which comes right decisions.

settle for the answer you get from Him." We can be healed of drunkenness, we can be healed of
"I never thought of praying about a thing like this." stupidity, we can be healed of dishonesty, and we can also
"Well," | asked,"aren'twe supposedo pray about be healed of ineptitudes.
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Bofl The second thing is to bear in mind that you never
y arrive at atruly wise decisionunlessit is a right de It has still got too much gray in it, which means basically
cision. A wrong decision cannot turn out right, beciubas got too much black in it. Right isright and wrong

yo.L.‘ it is wrong. Only aecision based on ethigaghtness is wrong!
i can be a wise decision. You may use some clever formUs country, incidentally, grew great through following
and get a clever.result for the time being, but it Wus'torinciple. When | went to school we knew, because
- hold if it has error in it. So be sure your decisiois Wwe hfad pgople teaching us who knew, and we had a cul
Ees basically right. ture in this count.ry that knew. That was before we had
the' J. Arthur Rank, the great British producer of mottbese characters like the present-day publishers of porno
. pictures, who is also a devout Christian, holds, thegraglyic literature and other such people who have under
that the first principle of a decision is to comsidter:cut the American conception of ethical values. But any
right or it is wrong? It is said that oftentimes wheho®. who really seeks the truth still knows what is right
Rank is with his associates and they are considering swmde what is wrondf he doesn't, then he'd better ask
jus problem, though he may be surrounded by fifteen or twtérﬁjaord for w_isdom, becausghen you admit an un
you men in a room, he will go into what he calls "the silenceathical factor. into a decision you get unethical and un

o He has a remarkable ability to isolate himself behifaft@nate resultsThe thing isn't soundlyasedand it
= barrier of silence even in the midst of confusion. Amen'in hold up; it will let you down badly just when you
Wh these silences he asks himself this quegsiamis de can't afford it.

| cision we are about to make a right one or a wrong gne?
a C Is there anything wrong about it, howeversmall? It F.RIEND.asked if I. would stop by and talk with him
P, doesn't make any difference whether the amount involgkchis office. He said he wanted me to help him with a
it be six thousand pounds or sixpence. The decision Wusirtess decision. Since | knew what business he was in
; turn out right unless it is right. and that | knew not the slightest thing abowaiid,
There are a lot of people in this world having tr®iblel don't know anything about your business. Why

On H P 1 1 H n
pie with decisions they have made because they madedehgey want me for a business decision?
anc  knowing that there was wrongness in them. Most peSpf! know about God's business, don't you?"

BUi today know when a thing is wrong and when it is rigMell, a little," | replied.
They may contend that they don't know. They sometiel," he said, "this is God's business. Come on down.

¥3: maintain that there is a big gray area between th&dtweme to ypbut I've got a lot of papers and charts

B and you can't always tell what is right and what is wroRg. this matter that | want you to see.”

sett | deny that. Wrong is wrong. You can squeeze it andWhgn | sat down with him in his office and he started
‘ to get the black out of it and make it gray, until it alrdéseribing his problem he used so many tabulations and

gets to the edge of white, but it never does get quite wiidgrams thatl was lost. | found myself mumbling at
g intervals, "Yes, | see. | see." But actually all | saw was
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b°E! an isolated fact here and there. Bﬁ!érproduceda must be spiritual guidance," he said. "It just has to be.
sheet of paper with a tentatiuéoB ou tlined and a list Angd it psves to me that this itemohbe thanged.

YOM . f pros andorms lined up inotwlumns. "Please takérivately I've been tryinganvince myself it was not

. a dok at this," he said. unethical andeally dbody's affair but mine. It would

'”] | read it thi gh carefully &t still had cngraspef the  mean a little extra mongy nfie, y. see, ifl let it
ttal problem. ok, Bill," | said, "I know lesshan 'stand. But I've been kidding myselfusit comes. And

twe [ thino- ab t this technical polem. Bubne thing | can n,w we've got a desisithat is ahsu tely clean.”

bea 4 isp:ay thaty get the right insights anilgnce.”"  And as the results later awmtmated, it did seem he'd

the, n'd like to one better," he replied, "- we'll Pra%d the benefft mre than his®n @isch in this -

together, &t first let'shavea few moment®f mind ' G,d's giidance for the amendedanswer(minusthe

emptying. | kw ['ll never get thepgr answ unless shady itempwrkedout beneficiallgrfhim and every
| first get all pmceived ofionsoutof my mmd. And_ne encerned.

twe empty minds will be even bettesngldns we

Jea sat there trying to geir minds blank. Bill then PrayeCO UR livesday are the uksf the decisis we have
yo}f abud: "Lord, our mindsare emptied. Please fill themade,ver twenty years, thirty years, fifty, sixty, as the
n with truth abb this situati. | dn't wantot.make a casemay be. What isuy life ging to be five years

mistake. Slw me the right answer. Or showfetman, fromn,w? The decisis yu make in the next five years
W? % he can skw me." will determine that. Remembher,gan decideuyself

We sabIf anther fiver ten minutes in silent pray&f failure or cnfusin or unhappinessput he wh

az and refleetn. Then «&ddenlyl rememberedrsething humbly admits that he lacks wisdom can ifinle it
fun I'd seen imneof the dumnson that sheef paper. tyms « God wh gives liberally. I§uyreally ask Him,
s | said"Let me lok at thosetumns again, Bill - 46€ pelieving, God will fili with perceptive understanding
& pres ©nd conse shwed thent me | said, "NW, and redce the error and enhance the rightnébs t

. Bill | &n't know anythingealh it and’its all prettydid thata will make right decision after right decision
pia vol®ed, but thise pint hereobhers me. bWl §r and ar life will be right. And when it's rightoit's g
il give me saying, st bo ks a little shady." And I handed #¥ joyu s and creative.

B sheet back to him, pointiaghte item | meant.

fats Bill stared. "Well!" he exclaimed. "Hese §re kAW  prayer: @r Heavenly Father, help us, we pray Thee,
- in,0-othino- alut my bsiness, yet when we've empiiegy adhere fjustice anda@dness and hor and rightness,

e minds and prayed put yur finger ot e véry tiMWQing that as we do so we will make ndefasiare

& that has beenublino- me the moskbw srely Yu slidly basedand our lives will beeme increasingly

wouldn't spot it byur @wn intelligence alone.dh'W§ creative and satisfying and pleasthget For this we
certainly a fact, and | knew that better than he dld.)gﬂ;glﬁ-hee thanks, thugh Jesus Christur lord. Amen.
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