
  



  

This is o psalm of trust with an emphasis on the goodness of 
God but, while David realises that his needs are supplied and 
that God comforts him in affliction, God does not make him 

immune from affliction, rather he gives peace and patience in 

affliction. TER 

Years ago in Scotland a young man John MeNeill was ο porter at 

Inverkip railway station which was run by the old London Midland 

and Scottish Railway. John McNeill did not stay many years with. 

the L.h,S. for he left to train for the ministry in Edinburgh, 

But John kept his old L.M.S. cap badge and years later when he 

become © famous evangelist who travelled the world people in far 

off countries would ask what L.M,S. on his cap badge stood for 

and he would sey Lord's My Shepherd: 

In different parts of the O.T. God is spoken of as a shepherd of 

his pcople. In the book of Genesis it is recorded that when old 

Jacob was blessing Joseph and his sons he seid (Gon 48, 15 New 

English Bible, cf 49. 24) "The God who has been my shepherd all 

my life ... may he bless these boys." Jacob. said that God 

shepherded him all his life. When God wanted Moses to learn the 

job of leading his people out of Egypt he scent him to learn his 

task by the shepherding of sheep. For some time Moses minded 

the sheep of his father-in-law and it was when he was minding 

the sheep God spoke from the burning bush and told him to lead 

his people like a flock. In the book of tho prophet Iseich we 

read that!God "will 2ced his flock like o shepherd” (40, 11). 
But Davidjwas probebly the first to grasp firmly and clearly 

that the hove wes his personal shepherd, 

Notice that "Lora" in verse ono is written in block. capitals 

and wherever in the 0.T. "Lord" is written in block letters the 

Hebrew word at that pikes is the word Yahweh or Jchovah. The 

name Yahweh, which is the most common name for God in the O.T., 

is linked with the verb "to be" and this suggests that Yahweh 

or Jehovah or the Lord is the God who was, who is and who 

always will be. The Lord Yehweh is the Great I Am. David says 

that the great Yahweh God is a shepherd. To call the Lord 

"Shepherd" is just as startling as Jesus calling God "Abba 

Father" or "Daddy". For years Jews spoke of the Fatherhood of 
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The twenty-third psalm, like the Ten Commandments and the Lord's. 
Prayer, can bear repetition. Indeed it is like a creed which 

could be studied and re-studied, it could be compared to solid 

gold which is only brightened the more it is rubbed, The 

heading over the psalm in our Bibles is "A Psalm of David" and 

it is an utterance of David's personel trust in the Lord giving 

a complete picture of happiness. In no other psalm does David 

speak of such perfect restful trust in God and it is a commen- 

tary on the New Testament words "the peace of God which passes 

all understanding.” 

Since this Psalm 23 is in the Old Testament we do not expect it 
to give us a complete picture of God. The complete picture of 
God was seen only when Christ came but that does not prevent us 

putting a christian interpretation on the psalm. We must, of: 
course, ask what words meant when first spoken but we can sec 
N.T. teaching concealed in the 0.7. 88 well as seeing an appli- 
cation for ourselves today. If David could say "The Lord is my 
shepherd" we can say "Jesus is the Good Shepherd who gave his 
life. We know that David risked his life when minding the 
sheep, but he makes no mention of this in Psalm 23 when describ- 
ing the shepherd's work whereas Jesus had to mention his sacri- 
fice for that is why he came: "to give his life as a ransom for. 
many.’ 

We don't know when David wrote this psalm, Rouet ihe depth of 
the expericnce displayed in it points to a composition by a 
mature king rather than a young shepherd. Some commentators feel 
that they can pinpoint the time of composition during the time 
when David's son Absalom Was rebelling» against him causing David 
to flee to the wilderness, "Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies” (v5) is said to refer to the time 
when the Gileadite chieftains came out to David who had fled 
Jerusalem and brought him supplies. If this is so it will be 
seen that not all of Psalm 23 is about the Lord as a shepherd 
but also about the .Lord.as.anentertainer.or:host:or:friend. 

  

    
    



    

shepherd. 

Years ago two ministers were on a walking holidey in Snowdonia 

in Wales and come across a shepherd boy who had not much school- 

ing and whom they wished to teach the lesson of the 23rd Psalm, 

They ‘taught him five words, one word for ‘each finger. ‘The 

Lord is my shepherd,’ The two ministers emphasised to the boy 

the need of faith in the Lord, laying stress on the fourth word 

(fourth finger) "my". The two ministers came back to the same 

place for their holiday the following year and though they 

looked out for the boy they did not sec him. But one dey they 

went ane a cottege for o drink of water ond there on the mantle- 

piece was a picture of the boy they had been looking out for. 

They led {ο the woman of the house, who turned out to be 

his mother, that they had met the boy and would like to see him 

again. The mother however had sad.news for the boy died during 

a storm the previous winter. She went on to say how puzzled 

they all were when he was found dead for he was clutching his 

fourth finger. The ministers were able to comfort that mother 

for they told her that in this way he was saying the Lord is my 

shepherd. 

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. "I shall not want" 

is the only negstive statement in the psaim but what & lot it 

says. But äs it true that those who have ‚the Lord as their 

shepherd never want? Generally speaking it is probably true 

that most ait not all people who end up in the poor house, if we 

can use su! h an expression in this day, are there because of 

carelessness to sey the least, Generally speaking those who 

follow the Lord as their Shepherd through 1120 םעס‎ able to "hold 

their heads above water.’ Having said that, however, we have 

to admit that in this complex modern world some people may 

suffer when someone else breaks the law and. hardworking 

Christians sometimes land on the rocks. But do such cases prove 

that God" s promise sometimes fails? If we look to Jesus we 

shall understand the mystery. Jesus spoke cheerfully of God's 

good providence saying that God who looked after the lilies of 

the field would surely look after his children. Yet Jesus also 

said that foxes had dens and birds had nests but he, the Son of 

man, had no where to lay his head; Jesus died forsaken and-: 

shephord. 

  
  

God but it took Jesus to use the intimate word Abba or Daddy. 
David is saying something similar when he says that the great 

and mighty Lord is his RSPheTH constantly minding him. We 

know far more about the Lord's intimate dealings with us since 

Jesus came and can sing with John Newton "Jesus my, Saviour, 

Shepherd, Friend, My Prophet, Priest end King." But David 

before the Christ came had a great gresp of the truth: the 

Great Lord he knew as his shepherd, 

David as we know was himself a shepherd and we may bé sure 

he was a good end conscientious one, and just as a good father’ a 

will get a clear gresp of the fatherhood of God so Davic, an 

exemplary shepherd, got a good picture of the Lord his 

It is well-known that a shepherd in the East, in Israel, is 

very different from a shepherd in the western world. While 

occasionally we in this part of the world hear of dogs attacl:- 

ing sheep, generally speaking sheep are safc in the fields or 

in open spaces or on the mountains and the shepherd need onlv 

pay them regular visits to make sure that they are all right. 

The job of shepherd is very different:in the land of king 

David. In Israel the shepherd is constantly with the sheep 

and is armed; today he carries a gun in case wild beasts . 

appear, and shepherds often put themselves in danger risking | 

their lives for their sheep. Even when David was too young we 

to be a soldier he siew &:lion and a bear when his flock wes 

being attacked. Shepherds in this country know their sheep, 

they know one from another, but in the East a shepherd knows 

his sheep by nome ond he doesn't drive then, he leads then 

and we shell be thinking of that when we come to verse 2, Tke 

point to note is that the shepherd in the East is very.close 

to his flock and so when David said "The Lord is my shepherd” 
he was saying that God took great care of him and knew him ~ 

personally. Ani not only did God know David, David knew his. 

Lord. The Lord is my shepherd. In this short psalm of six 
verses David refers to God 13 times and to himself 17 times. 
David knew that he and God belonged to each other. In cases 

of emergency we can dial 999 and we can have immediate contact 

with police or ambulance. -David was in constant contact with 

God for he had dialled Mine Mine Mine. The Lord.is my  
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and they have with them (2 Sam 17, 2744) "beds, basins, end . 
earthen vessels, wheat, barley, meal, parched grain, beans and . 

lentils, anc curds and sheep and cheese from the herd for David 

‘and the people with him to eat; for they saic, "The people are . 

We may take .- hungry end wecry end thirsty in the wilderness, ' 

it that the time of dey is high noon. The morning wandering is 

just over and when the sun is high and it is too hot to merch. 

it is time for rest and refreshment. So just at the right time 

the men come along with their supplies. The cye of faith in 

David secs God as the source of the supplies, and the scenc and 

time of day suggests the picture of God as a shephorc giving his 

sheep the food and rest they necd. "He makes me lie down in 

green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. In the East 

sheep are led not driven end they graze from about half three 

in the morning until about ten a.m, and then thoy lie down for 

about four hours when the sun is high. ‘Voc to the sheep and 

woe to the shepherd who find no shade or green gress during the 

middey when the sun makes the stones so hot that they burn the 

feet. Just as a good father puts his family before himsclf a 

shepherd thinks about his flock and brings them to a place where 

they can lie down in peace and stretch their logs 

If a sheep with ea good covering or wool fells into water the 

wool soon soaks up the water and becomes 5ο heavy that the sheep 

is quite unable to climb the bank ond will eventually drown, 

By instinct sheep know this 2nd heave an inbred fear of water, 

especially fast flowing weter, and so the shepherd must lead 

them to calm waters. But the emphasis in the words "He leads 

me beside still waters" is not as much on the stillness of the 

waters ns on the stillness of the flock which drinks peacefully, 

Actually the Hebrew in the verse reads "He leads me beside the 

waters of rest”, that is, the place whore the shcep can drink 

and rest peacefully and lic down on the grass which is young, 

tender and sweet. Such a situation produces shecp with plenty 

of flesh on thom and with heavy luxuriant coats of wool. David 

thought of this picture of God as o shepherd when he received 

good things in his time of need. 

What do green pastures and waters of rest mean to us? They 

represent, surcly, the prosperity which God sends us. ‘Lifé is 

-In such circumstances |   

outcast. Still, through all, he kept his eye fixed on God. and. 
never doubted but that good would come out of evil. And he 
wasn! t. disappointed for out of his loss and sufi fering. came the 
salvation of the world. So if any are feeling want, considera- _ 
tion of the experience of Jesus will encourage fresh hope. _ His 
supplies are not confined to this life for even after ‚death God 
can fulfil his promise... If God. causes any of his. seints to 
went one. thing, it is only that he may give a bet tee thing. 

Deep in unfathonabid mines : 

Of never-failing skill, 

He treasures up His ‘right designs, 
And works His sovereign will. 

ve fearful saints, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread. : 

Are big with mercy, and will break 
In blessings on your head. 

DA ET nern et an ern nee 

Versc 2: He mokes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters, 

Davia know that if the Lord, ‚were his shepherd he would lack 
nothing: "E shell not want. And the first ACER PEUT which 
David mentions which he: WELT. not läck is pest! "he makes, me lie 
down. : 6 ; Se 

Think again about the time when-it is: thought that David com- 
posed this psalm. A coup-d'etat has taken plac King David 
is on the run for his life He knows that. he can not hide in 
Jerusalem and so he runs kö the hills.": Absalom his own son is 
the rébel who is after Kim. David is out on the hills' with no- 
tents or food for his soldiers and: al 
he. couldn't sing "I shall 'not want" “But on the horizon David - 
Sees three, riders-who: turn: out: ‘to. = Shobi, Machir. and: Barzilai 
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friends and happiness and success in daily work. But we have to 
admit that it is astonishing how often in the Bible spiritual 

., improvement is ascribed not to health and success but to illness 

and misfortune. We may have heard of someone who hes been 

brought closer to God because of bereavement or someone who has 

been converted to the Saviour when on a bed of sickness. But 
have we ever heard of enything like that when someone fell in 

for a fortune? And yet it is not only loss which helps to make 

us holy. *“Happiness can do this as well. Health and prosperity 

can producé: an interest in God's work; zeal in service and 

liberality in giving. A heart made happy by pure love is not 

far. from the kingdom of God. If we at some time look back over 

the good things thet we have reccived in years gone by will we 

not in thet look back sec a thousand reesons for gratitude and 

loyalty to the’Lord our shepherd? 

a " . à 
But when David says He makes me lice down in green pastures. He 

leads me beside still waters" he is not thinking only of earthly 
blessings such as the supplies which the friends brought. These 

words also describe spiritual blessings. A Christian lives in 

this world like other men; he goes to work, hes friends etc, 

But the Christion has a life which the non-christicn has ‘not. 

The Christian has a life which is hid with Christ in God. He is 

in personal contact with God and a part of his nature, which in 

other men is Corment, is aweke end active, interested in God, in 

Christ, in truth and in eternity. This pert of the Christian in 

contact with God we call the spiritual life which taken as a 
whole is a happy life and is able. to make up for any loss we may 

suffer in this life. Think of a man like the apostle Paul. He 
lest a lot when he became a Christian: but was ho an unheppy:. 

man? It can be seen from his writings that he was full of joy, 

It is Goc who gives the enjoyments of the spiritual life. He 

makes us lie down in green pastures. As thcre arc so. many 

spiritual blessings we note.only a few of them. 

Love. We have noticed something about human love but there is 

a love more profound’ and more lasting than the love of friend 

or wife. Al men are capable of loving God but we know that 

many do not love him. ‘Where, however, the capacity to love. God 
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wneiol on i 5 and business success may become à god in a man's” 

- 7 - 

not all à bed of roses, there is the dark valley to go through 
at times (v4), but if we think about it God is good .to οι, sends us both temporal and Spiritual prosperity, God pines his people the best blessings even of this earthly life. God gives us health which is & blessing upon which many other = blessings depend. Good things don't look all that good when aman is sick. All things are pleasant when the sheep are stretching themselves among the green grass-and a man enjo 8 life when in health. Health may be en espect of ו‎ 
pastures end still waters to which God leads us But do Goa's children have better health then those outside fie care? Wh 1 it is truc that some of God's groatost saints have sufforod through iil health, nevertheless good health is most Liked to Be the possession of those who obey God's lows, Too el SPOONS drink, and indeed Over-eating, can abuse the body מ‎ Sring on bad hezlth, Jealousy and resentment. and spitezul = thoughts also can damage health. ο... 

Love is another of the blessings of life which ccmes to thos who follow God's leading. God has laws about love: mide oe werke those who break them may get satisfaction לש‎ done they are roelly robbing thomselves of some of the ον pleasures in life, 
| ο. 

bles . : . Re i Br : 2 : i er in this life, our equivalent of verse 2, is 
a suc Da 1 . τν Oni Ta 7 N 

nd Success in our daily work. We are well 00 } 

Another 

» but, on the other hand, it is possible to think that God“ is not all that interested in our. daily affairs, The pase ον the matter 15 that God in his providence has ordered Dre αν, Ssucn @ way that men vend women devote most of their timo nia ie ;ל ל ב ‏ the best of their. strength to their daily work‏ a 
If God has so ordered life he mus* bo interested 

D 
1 in our daily work and be sert + any - 1 

. 
pleased to sond us happiness and prosperity in it "Those who hon ur me 317% ai וז‎ i 2 = ₪ . : 1 A nos I will honour Says God and Christians in business 

y 8 ος 1 ל‎ : 5 : ; 5 
| mn © centürics have found pleasure and success in their work when they applied God's Law to it 

who have followed the Good’ Shepherd have found that he‏ 
 ו

as : hey. to a‏ led then.to -the green nestures of heaith of body, love of‏ 
2 
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water supply on the Israeli side:the pipeline was reopened and. 

it is seid that this spring yields 600,000 gellons of water 8 

God's blessings are of course without ל‎ and new ‘every. 

doy | 

Verse as He. leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's 

sake, — / 

When we were thinking about verse 2 we noticed that "he makes | 4 

me lie down in green pastures. He leads me besice still waters . 

‘was a picture of prosperity and success feeding on the good 

things that God supplies for our material and spiritual needs. 

-But in verse 3 we ποοῦ with a picture of adversity for the 

- words "he restores my soul" imply the need for restoration, 

‘When David composed the words "he restores my soul” he may have 

been thinking of a sheep straying from the rest of the flock and 

becoming faint through tiredness and heat; the sheep is: about to 
pass out when the shepherd catches it in the nick of time. This 

is a very different picture from verse 2; there among pastures 

green life was happy and enjoyable but here in verse 3 there is 

anxiety, for life is ata AM ebb: FOR ‚Abe straying sheep about © 

to faint. 

We have but to think about it to recognise that nature is full 

of restorative processes. If there is a landslide and part of 

a hillside breeks away it is not very long before grass. and 
‘other things grow on the soil which moved and help to bind it 

together. You cut your finger and in a short time a scab grows 

over it for protection. When we are in need of restoration God . 
comes and does it for us. 

David know what | it was to be restored by God, .He-had drifted 

away. from God and. just as his political carcer started to 

decline we are told that Absalom stole the hearts: of the men of 

Israel (2 Som 15. 6) David recognised that he was like a stray 
sheep. about to faint and in his time of need he rediscovered 

> day. 

  

springs into action there is present the most delightful ‘and 
satisfying emotions that the heart can know. ‘If human: love, 
being held dear by another person, ‘is one of the best erbarie 
ences of life, what must it be to love God end to know that the 
Saviour Christ holds you dear? : : , 

Another blessing is the heppi ness which comes From ad קס‎ 
to others, All humen beings have ם‎ share in this happiness but a Christian sees other ος through the eyes of Christ, and looking through his cyes a Christian secs not only the great . velue of each individual but ‘also the great danger that those who know not Christ’are in. Having expcrienced the. saving love”. Of Christ the Christian seeks to bass on the secret to others, And while such an interest may bring trouble and opposition, on x an 5 the whole the reward for such work is Er 5 

Ene. fine 1 blessing which we shall note is one which the words. of our text have often been used to illustrate: it is the blessing recoived by feeding in the rich pastures of the Bible, .: One writer has said this: "What are these green pastures 5 the Scriptures of truth, always freeh, ‘always rich, and never exhausted? Swoet anc’ full ere the doctrines of the gospel, Fit food for souls, as te ender grass is nutriment for sheep.' Ve 7 lie down as it were and get refreshment from. the Biblo, even | rom as small a part of it as the 23rd psalm.. Some people might read the Bible because it contains history or because it is good literature, but for the Christian it is: one of the principal ways of meintoining contact with God, The word of ‚God gives: rest and strength. and Lite, it is a green pasture which never withers. But just as the shecp need to. cat ‘the grass as well as lie on it, so we must read the Bible and meditate on it. 
Why not start with Benin 23, a oc readi n and 

verse? ER SDR πο each 

There is only one valley in the hill out of πάσα, Where: David and his men were that had green pastures and still waters : a 0 It is a place © miles north-cast of Jerusalem called the: oe Fara. In 1926 during a drought the water in the Mada Fa Spring was piped to Jerusalem but later ‘a abandoned. | In mie, however,.iwhen the. truee.line:divided: Jerusa Lon. leaving the 



  

into us, but if we may concentrate on one > thing we are ον 
more often restored when we think or the cross of Christ. 

The Belgian ל‎ is a tricolour of black, red and. gold. ‘The red: 
represents the blood of those who died for their country and the 

message from the black, red and gold fleg is "through blood ve 

passed from black night to golden day." A fresh realisation of 

the λος of Christ for us can lead us out.of the slough of 

despond. : , ο, ae ET / 

Jesus our good Shepherd is very anxious to restore those members 

of his flock who are fainting. Think of the attention our Lord 
gave. to the apostle Peter. Peter denied his Lord three times 

but Jesus restored him three times. Jesus the good shepherd 

restored his erring. disciple. Even before Peter conied his 

Master Jesus prayed for him that his foith would not fail; he 

and when Jesus was arrested and Peter denice ad 

him we are told that Jesus looked at Peter in a loving ‘correcting. 

way. At the time of the resurrection our Lord geve the angels 

instructions to tell the women to inform Peter, and Jesus met 

with Peter alone on that first Easter day. That is a brief out- 

linc of how Jesus the good shepherd dealt with one of his 

wandering flock and whet he did for- Peter he can do for us when 

we are in danger of μι 

/ 4 ; > : 2 : " 
"He restores my soul, he lecds me in paths of righteousness. 
If a shegp wanders and is restored by the shepherd it usuelly 

 ‎ ; = | : : 5ב 3 |
hes been through such oa frightening experience that it sticks 

very close to the rest of the flock anc the shepherd. It is when 

a sheopvhos no awareness of dahger that it is. prone to wander. 

Fear makes the sheep stick clos fay eb the shepherd. Can we say 

thet the samc thing is true in our expericnce? Adversity or 

trouble in our lives has a close éonnection with sanctification. 
Prayer con be made very real when trouble comes our way. When 

there is no suffcring or anxiety, when one day is the same as the... 
next, prcyer and our thoughts about God can beeome very formal 
and wenry but when we suffer a great loss our attitude is 0 

different. To take but one example, the preyer "Tighten our 

darkness we beseech thee O Lord and by thy great mercy defend us 

‘from all perils and dengers of this night ..." takes on anew 

. also warned him, 

  

Grief is casier to ‘bear when we can, say: 

  

Se " God's provision. He rostores my soul” he 
: + ' . . . 

his, life . David is simply saying, 
me, 

" 17 : 
says, Sonl means 

"God restores me, oll 

Time and time again we need restoration. All men, saints 
well as sinners, can fall in for misfortune; ek Siti 
the roof of good and bad ל‎ Indeed a Chr: 
may suffer in this life because he is a Christian; persee: 
may be absent from the. church in the worte world but 
Christians in other places are being persecuted. And even ig 
we don't live in those places our concern for. the cause of. 

a
 

b
e
 

Christ there might .be a cause of despair, for which we need. 
restoration. In any case the Christian Sacks to be like his 
Master and the fact that he felis far short from the perfect 
standard might cause despair. eee ay 

The need of restoration in a Christian may of course be due to : 
neglect, neglecting to do what he knows God Our ha ce him do, 
neglect of worship and bible study. ace 

We have just noted a few things which con cause depression but 
David in this psalm does not sey wha at caused his trouble: ho 
says simply "he restores my soul. He speaks as if the only 
thing that he can remember is his deliverance from suffering. 
And what a truth lies here! What would we fe know of ‚the kinen 
of God if it were not for the days of darkness?. If God. is ever 
to be necr his people it is when they are in trouble... The 
Shepherd is sure to be with the shocp that is ailing. To which 
child does a mother give most attention? Is it not to the one 
who is weak and in danger? The heart of God is no differont, 
Our Saviour is never as near as when we need him most. And 
when this is realised the storms of trouble within us are 
cha wnged into a calm. 

"My shepherd knows 

  

all about it. 

We can mention only a few of the numerous ways in which God 
can restore our souls. Sometimes the adversity which cones our 
way is the pathway to prosperi ity and the apparent calanity is 
only the disguise in which something good is concealed. God may 
use the word of a friend or a passage .in a book.to. put .new life 
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credit if our lives arc consistent. We can pray for a friend 

who may be under the power of some sin in this way: "Good 

shepherd , : lead ‘him back to the paths of rightcousness for your: 
own. nome" s sake, lead him in the right way so that you will ue 

glory end. preise. . Think also of the dignity that such thoughts 
will give to our own lives. Ve are all too prone to seck 

deliverance ‘from edversity for our own sakes alone. - We want to 

be close to Jesus end enjoy. the sunshine of ‚prospörity FORE our 

own sales lone. But the life of 2 Christicn should have’ 

nobler cire If we sec to‘it that we glorify Goû ‘he will sede 

it that we enjoy him for ever. We need to remind ourselves 

constantly that all we do.we shout do for Eu ELON 

In poets’ corner in Westminster εαν in London ‘there is a 

monurient to the fcnous poct John Milton who wrote among other. 

things Paradise Lost. AU point : about the inscription on the 

plcque which has often been ‘noted is ‘that it docs: not mentiôn 

the name of the poct John Milton, thé writing simply refers to 

the nuthor of Paradise Lost. But the nome of William Benson who 

erected the monument is there as well as some detail about him. 

_ The monument is supposed to remind us of John Milton and yet the 
only nome on it is that of the’nan who put it therc. How like: - 

uss All our good works ought to bring glory to God and yet we 
often do them to get praise for ourselvés. Jesus lends us in 

paths of righteousnes s for his own nemc's elec Let üs see to 

Lt that we follow obedicntly and so give him the credit. 

Verse 4: Evon though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I foar no evil;.for thou-art with me; thy rod and thy 

staff, thcy comfort me. ee ee BS I cee fe Gs REN 

In-many cases these are’ the last words spoken by dying saints 
ond they are often the words’ spoken ‘to the dying by e« clergyman 

or nurse, © Te: must; however, bear in mind thot this: verse docs 
not help us.only ot the time of death as there are many dark’ 
volléys that the’€hristion mist pass through. The point'6f" 

- 13 - 

meaning in war time when the enemy is expected to be on a bemb- 
ing mission avery: Res Per 

The same dicht be μία of the Bible. If we are secking comfort. 
or restoration:our bible reading will be Nifferent. . Passages 
which we have often read will for the first time perhaps have a. 
message for us. So. just as a sheep might learn its lesson when... 
restored by the shepherd and so keep close to him and bo led 
along right and safe paths, so we should learn from our troubles 
and follow our shepherd along paths of righteousness. 

A fainting sheep is restored with water and young. tender grass. 
but 2..sheep is restored not to lie. down all the day amid the 
green pastures and still waters, he is restored so that he will 
be strong enough to be led along straight paths. We should 
drink for strength not drunkenness. A bath can be very rofresh-' 
ae but if a.man lics too jeng in a- hot bath he will weaken. Ag 

1 bath can weaken. for. idleness or refresh for work so we can use 
or abuse God's goodness. "He.restores my soul, he leads me in 
paths of mightcol enoae': the restoration is for walking. 

tt ! . D Le For his nomc's sake". A Shepherd helps his sheep when thoy 
feint, he leads them back ‘when. they go astray; he does this for 
their own sake, he knows. them and is attached ‘to thon. But his... 
own reputation and charactor are elso involved, The wholo 
countryside would talk if a shepherd noglected his sheep and. 
left them to dic. Just as à school teacher or a school gets 
ercdit ‚when the pupils pass their exams, so the shephord gots 
credit. when the sheep are safc from danger and walking along tho 
eorrect path. David would have us understand from his words in 
this psalm that the honour of God is involved in the welfare of. 
his people. .Qur good shepherd has undertaken to save us his 5 
people and having begun such 2 work he will complete it. If all 
Christians were unfortunate and got into 2 mess. Christianity. : 
would not attract very many, . It brings. disgraco on the nome are 
character of God when his professing followers become back-.: 
dose and fal] into careless habits -The fact that God is 
dishonoured. when his. people fall. away provides us with 2 strong 
argument in prayer. ‚We can ask God to save us from our sins ard 
to make.us. ‚holy. and. ive 8 our sreason that-he:vill-get the 
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+0 protoct them. Since those fer of? days when he was a youn shepherd Davic had learned that the life of man had also a dark passages, but from the sheep he had learned to rely ona resence with him: "I 2 ovi 4 ב‎ ; p I fear no evil for thou art with me." David 
knew that & shepherd led älong right paths and not only amon green pasture but also through the derk valley. And so a ιο not think that the Christian will be led only to still wate ee where he can rest,but rather we ought to be prepared donate: dark vellcys as well, ο NER dE | 
John Bunyan in his Pilgrin's Progress places the valle of the shadow of death not at the end of the pilgrim's ל‎ Dies rather in the first half of it. In Punyan's. book οι. 1 given.a description of the valley. "Why the volley is κ ἂν. 88 ;ק%0+1ם‎ ve also saw there the Hobgoblins, Satyrs, and Dragons of the Pit; we heord also in that valley @ continual howline a yelling as of people under ‘unutterablo MLSCrY> 0. + Grex fiat ne valley hanes the discouraging clouds of Confusion; Death nies Sonn always spread his wings over it." A man wee oe ae a la tion of Bunyan's work soys this: "Tho enisode of the Valley Er the Bnedow of Death, is a reflection of: an experience of 1 ה‎ 0 own when in a timo of serious illness he was haunted by MONET Bese En unas of Death to be chill end a 5 had xperionced depression which-he considered to be his dark volley of the shadow: And if you or anyone known t you has sufforod depression you will know what.a terrible thi = it is. A man once was prescribed drugs by his ποιος in ο to prevent hin going blind but the drugs brought on daphne” m 1 

 | ‎ the end the men refused to take the drurs: he would rather be blind than cepressca! | AD Etב
_ Winston Churchill the wartime leader suffered fron depression: 4 ד‎ , 

1 ven See 3 LL 5 . . indeed he had such recurrent fits of depression that ho had his own name 2 it, D N 1 ame tor it, Black Dog , and the fact thet hé chose such a nickname מ‎ lack De ב‎ 1 at as a 0 
NIC! 0 acs Dog indicates that it was a fairly frequent . 

4 5 ns 3 

 ‏| .

 ‏companion, Most people to. some degree suffer depression but some ה
à 2 2 5 5 

4 ae 1 
 ‎ hi.ץ 1 ב men ann ‏RES . a a ‏people are unfortunate and suffer in a severe way. Disappoint ‏: "

„on. OR sorrow can bring it on, The physical make-up of women . Les them more prone to it and depression often comes, for. A : רש‎ . À . Ve 
0 3 

exemple, at the’ time of childbirth, Some people are born with a ο nil weolness and are fairly often in 2 depressed ste So whe ; 1 | τη | 
ate. So whenever we may suffer in this way this verse can   

emphasis in the verse is that we are not alone in the dark 

valleys of life: our good shepherd is with us. 

If we have placed the composition of this psalm in the right 

place, that is, written by David when on the run from Absalom 

the son of his foreign wife, thon in the first place "the volley 
of the shadow of death" is probably a memory of the night before 

when in the dark David may have feared the worst. ; 

I wonder if you noticed thet in the first three verses David 

speaks of the Lord and uses the pronoun "ne" four times, he 

speaks about the Lord, but in this verse 4 when he refers to the 

dark black volley he speaks to the Lord: "for thou art with mo, 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." He continues in verse £ 

to speak to the Lord but we note that it is in the vallcy that 

he uses the more intimate pronoun for the first time. : 

When Davic composed these words thinking of the Lord's protec- 

tion of him through his dark valley he used the figure cf the 

shepherd as an illustration: his mind went back to the time wher 

he kept his sheep. A modern shepherd has written about what he 

thinks is the valley that David Was thinking about. It is, he 

says, south of the Jerusalem-Jericho rood where the Xedron 

valley becomes very narrow through the mountain range. This 

velley is 44 miles long and 1,500 feet high in places, i.c. its 

height in places is about 3 times the length of a football field... 

; 
Re 

Also in places it is only ten or 12 feet wide and according to 

this mocern shepherd there is an unwritten rule that shepherds, 

in order to avoid meeting other shepherds coming in the opposite 

direction in the narrow velley where it is in places difficult 

to pass, agree to go un the valley in the morning and down in 

the evening. The shepherds in David's dey mey have called this, 

or some other one, ‘the valley of shaedows', or ‘the valley of 
the shadow of death’ because in such ₪ 1000 the darkness would 

fall ecerlier than elsewhere and the dark of night would be 

deeper 2s well. Such a valley woulc be a favourite hiding place 

for snakes and wild beasts for there would be plenty of holes 

and ravines on each side. David could well remember as a young 

Shepherd going through the valley and how the sheep huddicd | 

closely around his feet as he prepzred to fight, if necessary, 
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oF: Satan because ve. think. that we have to cefend ourselves? 
NED geuld not hope to defend themselves ‘and η neither | con Wen se 

« The’ start used by the shepherd” in ‘dealing with: the τες He 
often used to give 8 correcting blow to a waywa ré sheep. . The 
-blow was intended, to. do. the shecp ‚good and such‘a thought can. 
be. a comfort to us ‘when. we. are facing Some trial. The Lord loves: 
those whon he corrects. Suffering and anxioty might be -sent to 
“make us better and if we "think of it’in tha t way it will be: 
easier to, pear, If a sheep had any sense it would know that: the 

“There is an old 

while we should not. be seeking tribulation we ought , when it 
comes: our wey, to regard : it as something“ sont ter our“ pans 

As a 2 matter of interost our word | τι σα ας CRE : א ה‎ : pu Latin word tribulum which was © threshing machime:.a "tribulum" 
was a. heavy wooden platform with: spikes sticking out of it and an 

“-ox dragged it to and fro across corn and it divided the wheat 
from the chaff. If. ‘the corn could talk it might have expressca 
dislike at the tribulum, just as we do not like 'tribula ation, hut 
its purpose was to ‚do od, The good shepherd might hit us with 
his staff and make us bend low wages it but it will be for. our 
zo0d!, ae > 

The rod and starr are &_comfort only besause they are in thé 
pangs of the shepherd ; it is he who is our comfort. 

Verse 5: Thou prepawoats “table before me in the presence: ‘Of. my 
co thou anointest my head with oil, my cup ovèrf lows. 

le noted as we looked at verses 1-4 that David as he Sohnösen 
.Psalm 23 had in mind the picture of a ‘shepherd look cing after his 

| sheep, feeding end protecting then, and from that ‘picture in. his 
«mind of the shephera' 8 care for the ‘flock David thought ‘of God's 

care for. ‚hin... West are. hot’ ] that David: who spent the : 

‘correction of the staff wäs for its benefit: 
- \rabian proverb which says that all sunshine makes a desert. So -, 

a   
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“Even though I walk through the valley of the Bhadoy comfort. 
Depres sion of death, I fear no evil; for thou art with ue. 

may of course be brought on by the person himself. If ve do not 

trust God for the future, if we have not sought God's forgiveness 

or if we are not willing to forgive others we are making our- 

selves liable to depression. Davic may have experienced depress-— 

ion in the period in which we have placed this psalm, for looking 

back on careless living is one cause of it. David mey have said 

 ‎ only I hadn't married that foreign woman there would be noיד

son Absalom to rebel against me.” "Te only I had not drifted ~ 

away from God I would not be out here among the hills on the run." 

NT only ... How depressing to think in this way, But David 

now felt that he had the cure: the Lord his shepherd was with 

him. 

Desth: is of course & valley which we will all have to go through. 

In all the vallcys of our life.our Lord is our best companion 

but in the case of the valley of death a1] other companions must 

turn back; we are on our own as far as our friends ere concerned 

and yet we are not alone for Jesus is with us. Our good shepherd. — 

once went down the valley of death ‘alone but now he Boss down 

with each one of his flock.. 

David knew what comforted the sheep in the valleys of Israel. 

Fear huddled the sheep close to the shepherd and through contact 
with his body or the sound of his voice or by the touch of the _ 
crook laid on them to keep them together, the ו‎ were comfor- 

ted, Man 

The staff was the shepherd's crook which he used to help him as 

he walked but also in dealing with the sheep. At times a 
shepherd made the sheep pass under the staff so that he could 

examine them and count them; the staff was also used when the 

sheep started to wander for the shepherd could catch them by the 

legs and pull them back, or if a sheep fell where he could not 

climb beck the staff could give the needed help. The staff was 

long ond light but the rod was short and heavy and was used not 

with the sheep but with enemies of the sheep such as wild animals 

which might attack. When we think of. the Lorc our shepherd the 

rod represents his defending power. Do we sometimes fear attacks 



  

his host and can receive sympathy, encouragement and friendship 

of a quality that no shepherd can give to his sheep. 

The relat tion of a sheep to the shepherd is a passive relation- 

ship: the shecp is fed, it is led and it is protected, A sheep | 

does almost nothing for itself and this represents a side of our 

religion vacre God coes everything end mon simply receives. But 

there is an active side to our religion as well, thore is a ו‎ 

battle to be fought end a victory to be won. The phrasc in verse 

5 "in the’presence of my enemies’ hints at this espect of our ' 
religion because these words tell us that it is a warrior's 

feast which is described. 

The Bible is very clear in at least one thing which it says about 

an eneny: an enemy must not be treated lightly. In the spiritual 

warfare we must be well aware of our enemy for one of his tricks 

is to catch us unawares. ₪ שי‎ 

In the sccond world war the victory that Ficld- ‘Marshe1l Lord. 

Montgomery ος over Rommel is said to have been due in large 

measure to the study which Montgomery made of the enemy. Monty 

studied στὰ cheractcr and habits and the tactics that he. 

used in other bettles and this enabled Lord Montgomery to plan 

weaknesses, 

He is 601108 by many. 

always a description’ of 
aton which means 

the Adversary; he is also called the Devil, the Slanderer and 

also called the Wicked one, the God of This 
World, the Prince of Darkness, the Dragon, the ‘ormentor, the 

Accuser, the Deceiver, the Lia Ly the Murderer, hin who has the 

powor of death, the. Ruler of ο. Yorld, and the Tempter. 

namos and a name in the Bible is nearly 

He is 

A day is coming when the Deval. will be. completely and finally 

defeated but ho is net dead yet. Some Christians ignore the 

Devil as if he were dead and this can Give a certain peace of 

mind. Our hope, however, is not in a dead devi] but-in 2 living 

αρα. Our. God is. so RÉ PARA that he can prepare a banquet in 

the presence of our cnemy no matter how strong and wily the enemy 

a campaign which took account of Rommel’ 

We arc up against a very. crafty enemy. 

cae person who bears it. Our enemy is called Sa 

Destroy er. 

 וש  

they brought him supolics when he was on the’ 

early years of his manhood minding sheep should have. pictured 
God's care for him in this way. But just as David was not a 

shepherd all his life so this psalm oppecrs to drop the idea of 

God as Shepherd.’ At verse 5 we are introduced to a different 

illustration of God's care for David and for us. David was not 
only 2 shepherd he was also a king and as a king he would often 
have entertained guests. So just as we can divide David's life 

into shepherd and king we see a similar division in this. psalm, 
for at verse 5 we see a picture of God as the host or entertainer 

at a banquet where there is no shortage of supplies; the cup is 

running over. 

No.doubt the actual historical situation in which we think David 

composed this psalm helped in the inspiration. The men who 
brought the badly needed supplies to David and his men, who were 
out on the hills on the run from the rebel son Absalom, must 

have been plecsed when David sa lid, "Thou preperest a table before 
me in the presence of my enenisan" Whether Absalom had his army 
mobilised at that time or not, in the mind of David the enemy 
was not fer away. Barzillai and his friends were good to David 
in his time of need; 

run. They prepared a table at a time when David felt. surrounded 
by enemies and King Davic appreciated this. A fact “Ok Lire 
which is often observed is that 2 person who is kind is the. one 
who is most. 2ppreciative when a kindness is done to him. David 
must often have helped and entertained people in his palace in 
Jerusalem, and one group of people whom we know he was especially 
good to was young soldiers whom he encouraged to be proficient 
in their profession. So it would be no surprise if the meal laid 
on for David who was on the run reminded him of the feasts he had 
prepared for his young warriors in the deys past and these feasts 
in turn reminded him of the overflowing bounty and goodness which 
the Lord continually provided for ne but especially at times 
when he needed ל‎ 

David dra awing econ the experiences of his carly life spoke of 
God’ as his Shepherd, now, with his mind going back to the time 
when he entertained ל‎ he says that he receives the Lord’ 
hospitality and friendship. & shepherd is very close to his’ 
sheen, . “he. knows: them “all: by mame, ו‎ a EIER is much‘ 761080 ‘to
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with-us, .In that Story. the father did not feed his son with a 

cold. potato; LE wasn't any old calf but the fatted calf and not 

any. old clothes either, but "bring the best robe and put it on 

him," Ve could go on spiritualising the oil and the overt lowing 

cup. but probably all that David intended was to give an illustra- 

tion.of a right royal banquet. 

What is attractive a abouts an invitation to a banquet? It 18 not 

because the food will be better tho in at home, though this may be 

welcome; it is not for 811 the splendour of the scene, though we 

would feel these to be in place: ‘it is the friendship which takes 

us there. We go to meet a friend’ not to 2000176 his food. And 

so in our religion. It is God himself we seek and the various. 

blessings of salvation which he gives, are of value only in that 

they bring us nearer to. him. : 

We come to the final ‘verse of Psalm 23 and you will notice ‘that 

David in this verse looks to the future. He thought of the 

future in the first verse "I shall not want" but in the rest of 

the psalm. he. thinks of the Lord' s presence “with. him. He seems 

to pass to pure anticipation in the sixth verse, "Surely, or 2 

only, goodness and mercy shall follow me ‘all the days of my life; 

and I shell avell in the house of the Lord for ever. NOt only 

was Da wid! ‘comforted by God's presence with him each day, he knew 

that ee be with him ‚gomorrow. and the next ‘day ‘and for ever. 

There vos an occasion in . the lite of David os μα wanted to 
build a house for God and he prayed to God thanking him for: 

success in the past, but he 0 mentioned the fact that God had 

promis ed £ goodnes 81ος a great while to come. 2 Sam Te 8s "Then. 

King, David wont in, and, ‚sat, ‚before the Lord and said ho am Το 

O Lord God, and what is my house, that thou hest brought me thus 

far? And yet this was a small thing in thy eyes, O Lord God; 

tnou. hast ‚speken also of thy servant's house for a great. while 

to come, and ‚hast shown’ me future € ‘generatiôns. 7 What a wonder 

zul 11 thing not: only to remember the past with thankfulness but   

τρις 

may be. We will never have peace if we avoid the devil. If 
we are to have true victory we must face him and we will find 

that at the plecc of temptation where we meet him God will 

give us victory. 

We could spiritualise the table mentioned here and think of the 

good things which God has prepared for us in the pages of the 

Bible or we could think of the spiritual nourishment provided 

in the Lord's supper which certainly is a table prepared by 

God. But the main idea would seem to be the friendship of the 

meal rether than the food, Indecd if we were to say that God 

supplied us with the blessings of salvation from his table we 

would mean no more than the activity of God bringing himself 

nearer to us. When one man invites ecnother to be his guest it 

is an expression of respect and affection, it means that the 

host wishes to know more of the other man, to come closer to 

him. This is 2 picture of our religion for it is fellowship 

or friendship with God, What is religion but to feel that God 

is near at all times, that we can seek his aid at every time of 

need, anc in timcs of rejoicing confide in him. Religion is 

to sec God everywhere which thought brightens life, and in this 

sense all a Christian's- life may be said to be a banquet. God 

has enticipatec our needs for he has the table prepared, 

prepared with all things necessary. 

At an castern feast the guests were anointed with sweet-scenied 

spikenard ointment. You will recell how Jesus on one occasion 

was anointed in this way and on another occasion he pointed out 

to a man, who hed invited him, that he had neglected to anoint 

him. God who is love breaks the jar of oil and pours it on our 

heads and the cdour fills the house giving blessing to others 

as well, God levishes on us what was purchased at great cost 

to himself. "Thou anointest my head with oil, my cup over- 

Zlows." What a picture of the bounty of God. Cur Lord is no 

niggard host; for example, God does not only perdon, he abund- 

antly pardons. Let us make sure that we take his cup of salva- 

tion, we will not need to add to it; it will be full and over- 

flowing with no room for more in it. 

The story ‘of the prodigel son is a picture 6f God's dealings 
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follow me all the days of my life. Yes, David in this psalm <. 
. speaks of "goodness and mercy" as if they were two persons, 
guardian angels, sent to protect him from all evil. At the time 
when we think David composed. this psalm it was ‘very much in his 
mind that his gehe son Absalom was following-him but as he. 
considered God's love and. thought of pursuit by enemies gave: 
place to the es that God‘ steadfast love now followed him 
throughout his life. As surely as judgment and justice follow . 
the wicked so goodness and. :mercy follow David. Goodness means 
that which'is pleasant or enjoyable: or agrecable. There can be 
no misfortune in life for which God's goodness cannot. find a 
remedy, When this guardian angel as it were, called goodness, 

“is present how can life be bare or empty? This verse could also 
be translated "Onl goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life. When we think of the life of David and what 
he went through at times, we can compare. these words about o nly 

“goodness following him to the end of his days with words of the 
Apostle Paul (Rom 8. 28) "We know that in everything God works 
for good with those who love him.” "In everything God works for 
good" "ond nly goodness follows πιο. 

If the following of goodness is welcome how much more so is 
mercy? Who feels no need of mercy? Quite often Christians have 

"πο fear of the enemy but they have a fear about themselves, We 
‚still have the old man in us; we still have a tendency to depart 
from the living God; at times we get fits of coldness and back- 
sliding. We need mercy every day. David says that God's mercy 
is eternal, indeed the story of David's: life is a good illustra- 
tion of \ mercy of God; God still loved him with a stcadfast 
love even though he had sinned grievously. Just as two detec- 
tivos shadow a wanted man, so goodno®s and mercy follow us all 
the days of our life. We have only to fall back and we will be 
caught in the arms of God's goodness and mercy. When things are 
going well they will be there to protect us from pride. When 
things are not going well they will encourage us lest we consider 

 ‎ back. We don't. know what a day may bring forth but ifו
God's goodness and mercy are with us what need we fear? From 
youth to old age they will be with us, yes even at the time of 
death for they follow us all the days of our life. 

When God spoke to David of "a great while to come" the reference   
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also to think ebout the future with confidence. We often have 
fears for the future; we take out insurance policies, we. don' t 

know what a day might bring forth. But is there not a gospel 

which tells us that the best is yet to be, a gospel which tells 

us that the good wine is re@erved for the end? There is, and 

that’ gospel is embodied in the last verse of Psalm 23. As we 

examined this psalm we noticed how it spoke of the Lord's - 

presence in the varied experiences of the past but it also speaks 

“Goodness and. mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell. in. ο ως ב‎ 
the house of the Lord for ever, 

When we were looking at verse 5 "Thou preparest a table before 

me in the presence of my enemies; thou anointest my head with 

oil, my cup overflows", we noted how David felt that he was a 

guest at à great royal banquet prepared by God. To be a man's 

“guest was much more than a mere social evening; 2 meal is still 

a way in which we get to know a person much better; and in the 

Ο.Τ. to be à guest was a bond of loyalty and often a covenant | 

or agreement was made at a meal. Now in this verse 6 we learn 
that to be God's guest is really to live with him for ever. 

But this confidence for the future is not the type which assumes 

that there will be no difficulties or dangers. David knows that 

his life is to be one of service and warfare. It is the seme 

man who in verse 5 was a guest anointed with oil and drinking 

from an overflowing cup. But we noted that it was a warrior whe 

was being feasted and when the feast was over the armour and 

weapons. had to be taken up again. Enemies have been defeated 

and victorics have been won but the entire campaign is not over, 

yet, the whole war is not yet won. If we are in Christ's service 

“he will give us times of refreshment but it is his will that we 

do our part in the struggle of life; if we are in his service 

we ought to be secking to extend his reign. The earth is the 

Lord's so we must help in the fight so that the earth is not 

surrendered to the devil. 

As he leaves the banqueting house to return to the battleficld 

the warrior notices two figures who follow him by order of the 

king.. Who.are ‘these two followers? :Goodness ‘and mercy shall 

‘of the future "for a great while to come." 
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- Labours in heaven for ever, 

On verse 5 we noted that the emphasis was not so much on the 

food of the banquet or on other accompaniments but rather on the 

friendship of the host. There is a similar idea here, Good and 

secure as the house of the Lord is, a house is not a home just 

because it has a good roof or is well furnished. A man says 

that he is going home when he is going to life-long fricnds or 

relatives. It is the presence of God which makes heaven the 

house of the Lord. 

And so through all the length of days 

Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good shepherd may I sing thy preise, 
Within thy house for ever. 
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was not only to this life. but also to a life beyond desth. The 

final words of this Psalm 23 refer to it: "And I shall dwell in 

the house of the Lord for ever.” David speaks of the way along 

which goodness and mercy follow him and then he refers to the 

destination and both the way and the destination are in harmony. 
If you see great big claborate gates, and a gate lodge built 

beside them and a long well kept avenue you don't expect to Find 

a wooden hut at the end of the driveway: No. ’ You expect a big | 

house in keeping with the gates and drivoway. If God's goodness 
and mercy follow us then we must be on the way to the house of 

the Lord, and from the goodness and mercy we get an idea of the 

Lord's house. | 

When looking at verse 5 we noted thet David had in mind the 

banquets which he sometimes laic on for young warriors and this' 

led to the thought of God's banquet, The house of the Lord 

mentioned here in the lest verse is the same place as that where 

the banquet was held; David thinks on to the palace of the 

Divine King. As a reward and as encouragement the warrior was 

admitted once into the palace as a guest; but when the banquet 

‘was over he had to return to the battlefield. He looked forward, 

however, to a time when all his battles would be over and he 

would be invited back to the palace, not to enjoy a banquet for 

& nignt but to live permanently there. As we consider these 

words "And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever’ they 

seem to say that when the struggle of this life is over, those 

who love God will dwell permanently with him in heaven. 

These last words of Psalm 23 must be the nearest approach in the 

Ο.Τ. to the seying of Jesus when he said that he was the way to 
the Father's house where there was room for all. Certainly we 

who know the N.T. have no difficulty in interpreting them in 

this way. We can get an idea of what the house of the Lord is 

like by looking at Jesus. He raised the dead; he himself was 

raised from the dead; he spoke of prepering a place for us in 

his Fother's house and by following him we are on the way to it. 

Jesus is the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls who leads us to 
fountains of living water and if we spend’ ourselves in his . \ 
Service here on earth he will by and by give us rest from our 




