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The twenty-third psalm, like the Ten Commandments and the Lord s .

Prayer, can bear repetitlon Indeed it is like a creed which
could be studied and re-studied, it could be compared to solid
gold which is only brightened the more it is rubbed. The
heading over the psalm in our Bibles is "A Psalm of David' and
it is an utterance of David's personal trust in the Lord giving
a complete picture of happiness. In no other psalm does David
speak of such perfect restful trust in God and it is 2 conmen-
tary on the New Testament words "the'peace of God which passes
all understanding."

Since this Psalm 23 is in the Old Testament we do not expect it
to give us a complete picture of God. The complete picturc of
God was seen only when Christ came but that does not prevent us
putting 2 christian interpretation on the psalm. We must, of
course, ask what words meant when first spoken but we can seec
N.T. teaching concealed in the 0.T. as well as seeing an appli=-
cation for ourselves today. If David could say "The Lord is my
shephﬁrd" we can say "Jesus is the Good Shepherd who gave his
life. We know that David risked his life when minding the
sheep, but he makes no mention of this in Psalm 23 when describ-
ing the shepherd's work whcreas Jesus had to mention his sacri-

fice for that is why he ceame: ) give his life as a ransom for .
many.'

We don't know when David wrote this psalm, though the depth of
the experience displayed in it points to a composition by a

mature king rather then a young shepherd. Some commentators feel

that they can pinpoint the time of composition during the time

when David's son Absalom was rebelling against him causing David
to flee to the wilderness., ''Thou preparest a table before me in
the presence of my enemies (v58) is said to refer to the time
when the Gileadite chiefteins came out to David who had fled
Jerusalem and brought him supplies. If this is so it will be
seen that not all of Psalm 23 is about the Lord as a shepherd
but.also_aboutﬂthe”Lnrdmasmanwﬁntertainer;nrﬁhostxnrafriend.

This is 2 psolm of trust with an emphosis on the goodness of
God but, while David realises that his needs ore supplied ond
that God comforts him in affliction, God does not mnke him
immune from affliction, rather he gives pouce and patience in
affliction. i

Years ago in Scotland a young mon John McMeill was 2 porter at

Inverkip roilway stotion which was run by the old London Midlend

and Scottish Railway. John McMNeill did not stay mEhy years with
the L.hk.S. for he left to train for the ministry in Edinburgh.
But John kept his old L.k.S. ccp badge and years laoter when he
beccme o famous cvongelist who travelled the vorld people in far
off countries would ask what L.M.S. on his caop badge stood for
ond he would soy Lord's My Shepherd!

In different parts of the 0.T. God is spoken of a&s a shepherd of
his pcople. In the book of Genesis it is reccorded that when old
Jacob was blcessing Joscph and his sons he said (Gen 48, 15 New
English Bible, cf 49. 24) "The God who has been my shepherd all
ny life ... may he bless these boys." Jacob. said that God
shepherded him 2ll his life. VWhen God wanted Moscs to learn the
job of leading his pcople out of Egypt he scnt him to learn hig
task by the shepherding of sheep. For some time Lioses minded
the sheep of his fother-in-law and it was when he was minding
the sheep God spoke from the burning bush ond told him to lead
his people like a flock. In the bool: of the prophet Iscish we
read that!God "will feed his flock like o shepherd” (40, 11).
But David ;was probebly the first to grasp firmly and clearly
that the Lord wes his personal shepherd.

Notice that "Lora" in verse onc is written in’block.capiﬁels
and wherever in the 0.7. "Lord" is writtcen in block letters the
Hebrew word at that place is the word Yahweh or Jchovah. The
name Yahweh, which is the most common neme for God in the O.T.,
is linked with the verb "to be' and this suggests that Ychweh
or Jehovah or the Lord is the God who wes, who is and who
always will be. The Lord Yohweh is the Greot I Am. Devid says
thut the great Yahweh God is o shepherd. To call the Lord
uhcphcrd 1s JuSu as startling as Jesus coalling God "Abba .
Father' or Dﬂddy . TFor years Jews spoke of the Fatherhood of



God but it took Jesus to use the intimate word Abba or Doddy,
David is saying somecthing similar when he says that the greet
and mighty Lord is his shepherd constantly minding him. Ve
know for more about the Lord's intimate dcallngs with us since
Jesus camec and cen sing with John Newton "Jesus my Saviour,
Shepherd, Friend, My Prophet, Priest and Vlng.' But David
before the Christ came had o great grasp of the truth: the
Great Lord he knew as his shepherd,

David as we know was himself a shepherd and we may -be sure
he was a good and conscientious one, and just as' o good father'
will get a2 clear gresp of the fatherhood of God so David, an

exemplary shepherd, got a good picture of the Lord his shephcrd.

It is well .known that a shepherd in the Bast, in Israel, is
very different from a shepherd in the western world. While
occnsionally we in this part of the world hear of dogs attecl-
ing sheep, generally spealking sheep are safc in the fields or
in open spaces or on the mountains and the shepherd need only
pay them regular visits to make sure that they are all right.
The job of shepherd is verx y ‘different in the land of king
David. 1In Israoel the shepherd is constantly with the sheep
and is armed; today he carries a gun in casc wild beasts
appear, and shepherds often put themselves in danger rishking
their lives for their sheep. IEven when David was too - young

to be & soldier he slew & lion and a becr when his flock wen
being attocked. Shepherds in this country know their sheep,
they know one from another, but in the East a shepherd knows
his sheep by nome and he doesn't drive them, he leads then
and we shall be thinking of that when we come to verse 2., Tkre
point to note is thot the shepherd in the East is very.close
to his flock ond so when David soid "'The Lord is my shepherd"
he was saying that God took greot core of him and knew him
personally. Ani not only did God know David, David knew his
Lord. The Lord is my shepherd. In this short'psalm'of six
verses David refers to Gocd 13 times and to himself 17 times.
David knew that he and God belonged to each other. In cases
of emergency we can dial 999 and we can have immediate contact
with police or ambulonce. David was in constant conto ct with
God for he had diclled Mine Mine Mine., The Lord.is my

shepherd.

Years ago two ministcers were on a walking holidey in Snowdonia
in Wales and come across o shepherd boy who had not much school-
ing and whom they wished to teach the lesson of the 23rg Psalm,
They ‘taught him flve words, one word for ‘cach finger. The

Lord is my shepherd. The two ministers emphasised to the boy
the need of f=o ith in the Lord, laying strcss on the fourth word
(fourth finger) "my". The two ministers came back to the same
place for their holiday the following year and though they
looked out for the boy they did not sec him. But one dey they
went into & cottege for a drink of water and there on the mantle~
piece waos o picture of the boy they had been looking out for.
They explained to the women of the house, who turned out to be
his mother, that they hod met the boy and would like to see him
again. The mother however had sad. news for the boy died during
o storm the previous winter. She went on to say how puzzlcd
they 211 werc when he was found dead for he was clutching his
fourth finger. The ministers were able to comfort that mother
for they told her that in this way he was saying the Lord is my
shepherd.

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. "I shell not want"
is the only negotive statement in the psalm but what & lot it
says. But is it true that those who have .the Lord =os their
shepherd never want? Generally speaking it is probebly true
that most Af not 2ll people who end up in the poor house, if we
can use sugch an expres ssion in this day, are therc because of
carelces sne&:e to soy the least, Generclly speaking those who
follow the Lord as their shepherd through lifc are able to "hold
their heads sbove water, Having said that, however, we have
to admit thet in this complex modern world some people may
suffer when someone else breaks the law and hardworking
Christians sometimes lond on the rocks. But do such cases prove
that God's promise sometimes fails? If we look to Jesus we
shall understand the mystery. Jesus spoke cheerfully of God's
good providence saying that God who looked after the lilies of
the field would surely look after his children, Yet Jesus also

said that foxes had dens and birds had nests but he, tpe Son of
man, had no where to lay his head; Jesus died forsakent and-




outcast. ©Still, through all, he kept his eye fixed on God. and .
never doubted but that good would come out of evil. And he
wasn!t.disappointed for out of his loss and suf fering. came the
salvation of. the world. So if any are feeling want, considera-
tion of the experience of Jesus will encourcge fresh hope. His
supplies are not .confined to this life for even after .death God
can fulfil his promise.‘ If God,cﬂuses any of his.s 1nts to
want one thing, it is only that he moy give o better thing.

Deep in unfgthomele mines
Oof never-failing skill,

He treosures up His brlght deann
And works His sovereign will,

Ye feurful 5ﬂ1ntu, fresh courage  take,
The clouds ye so much dread- .
Are big w1uh,mcrcy, and will break
In blessings on your head.

Verse -2: He mekes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me

beside still woters.

Daviad knOﬁ'that_ifithe Lord were his shepherd he would lack
nothing: I shell not want." And the first necoqaity which

Dav1dlmentlons which he: Ulll not’ lack is rest "he makes me lie
down, : ke ; e

Think again about the time when it is- thought that David com~+"
posed this psnlm. A coup--d'ctat has taken pluce. King David

is on the run for his life He knows that he can not hide 1n
Jerusalem and so he runs to the hills, - Absalom his own son is
the rebel who is after Him.  David is out on thé hills' with no:
tents or foou';or hlS soldiers and’ famLLy In such circumstances

he. couldn't alng "I' shall ot want''! -But on the horizon David
--sees three, riders

who" turn-out to be Shobi, Machir and: Barzilax"

and they hzave with them (2 Sam 17. 27ff) "beds, bosins, and
earthen vessels, wheeat, barlecy, meal, parched grain, beans and
lentils, and curds and shecp and cheese ffom the herd for David
and the pcople with him to eat; for they saicd, 'The people are
hungry =nd wecry ond thirsty in the wilderness,' We may toke .
it that the time of dey is high noon. The morning wandering is
just over and when the sun is high and it is too hot to merch. -
it is time for rest and rcfreshment. So just at the right time
the men come'along with their supplies. The cye of faith in
David secs God as the source of the supplies, and the scecnc and
time of day suggests the picture of God as 2o shepherd giving his
sheep the food and rest they necd. "He mokes me &ic down in
green pasturces. He leads me beside still waters. In the East
sheep are led not driven and they graze from about half three

in the morning until about ten a.m. and then they lie down for
about four hours when the sun is high, ‘oc to the sheep and
woe to the shepherd who find no shode or green gress during the
midday when the sun mekes the stones so hot that they burn the
feet. Just as a good fother puts his family before himsclf o
shepherd thinks about his flock and brings them to a place where
they can lie down in peace and stretch their legs.

If a sheep with & good covering or wool fulls into water the
wool soon socks up the water and becomes sc heavy that the sheep
is quite unable to climb the bank and will eventually drown,

By instinct sheep know this 2nd hove an inbred fear of water,
cspecially fast flowing water, and so the shepherd must lead
them to calm waters. But the cmphasis in the words "He leads
me beside still waters' is not as much on the stillness of the
waters as on the stillness of . the flock which drinks peacefully,
Actually the Hebrew in the verse reads "He leods me beside the
waters of rest", that is, the place whore the sheep con drink
end rest peacefully and lic down on the grass which is young,
tender and sweet. Such o situation produccs shecp with plenty
of flesh on them and with heavy luxuriont coats of wool. David
thought of this picture of God as a shepherd when he received
good things in his time of neced.

What do green pastures and weters of rest mean to us? They
represent, surcly, the prosperity which God sends us. “Life is
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not 211 a2 bed of roses, there is the dark valley to go through
at times (v4), but if we think about it God is éodd<to us and
sgnds us both temporal and Spiritual prosperity. God givc;
h%s people the best blessings even of this earthly life; God
gives us healthvwhich~is & blessing upon whiéh mony other =
blessings depend. - Good things don't iook'alllthét géod‘whcn

@ man is sick. All things are pieasant when the shecp bré
stretching themselves among the green grass and a man eéjo )
life when in health. Health mey be en espect of thé.greenyu
pastures and still waters to which God leands ds‘ But do éod'ﬂ
?hi}dren have better health than those outside his care? Wﬁizc
it is true that some of God's grcatostrsaints'hévcnéuffoﬁcdﬂ :
through ill health, nevertheless good health is most likél H*o
b? the possession of those who obey God's lawé. Too mu;h s
Ft?ong drink, and indecd over—-eating, can abuse the bédy-énd
bring on bad health. Jealousy and}rcséntmentvand'épi*éfu7 ;
thoughts also can damage health. : B

Love is sanother of the blessings of life which ccmes to thosc
- o . L 3 . ik i : :
who fellow God'sg leading. God has laws about love n Iy
2 R = R v y . ‘ :
while those who break,them,may get satisfaction for 0:00n
41y n an ~ohRhi Sl ‘ - S o e
tiey arc reelly robbing themselves of some of the greates
pleasures in life, ‘ il
Another blessing i 8" 14F s !

e q;d agcén th%snnlie, our cquivalent of versc 2,1
nappiness a suecess in our doi Y < ¢ re v i
o : 3 n our daily work, Ve are well aware .

rinoncial and business success nay become 2 god in o man's’
z \ a o LK 3

P .3
h + hatel - . PN . %
% : ; 0 EH? oviier hond, it is possible to .think thaot God
5 not oll that interested in our daily affairs The fact o7
e . s s > ; 2 s ¥ 5 : L oL 3 . y B
chc matter is that God in his providence has ordered lifec in
; (s . 0 - = $ e g

+ MNED oYl U N 1 - : ]
et nen.ard women. devote most of their timo ond
helir.strength to their i ‘ i i
SELE  BLEONgth. to thelr daily work. ~ If God. hag st
B i 2 - 5 03

2@ nust Lo interested in our deily work and be

4 a AT o el A x ".‘ -
e v g end prosperity in it. Those who
a .OJL'me I will honour says Ged and Christians in business
own the centurics haove Tound pleasure ond sucdess in their
work when they applied God's law to it

o
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ordered i

~
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us happincss
11

p

fony whe % P i,
?anJIWho have followed the Good Shepherd have found that he
1as led thewn.to % e Te ’ 5 2
T nen.te the green nestures of hoalthwof~body, love of RIS

'blessings such as the supplies which the fricnds brought.

friends and haeppincss and success in daily work. But we have to
admit that it is astonishing how ofiten in the Bible spiritual

. improvement is ascribed not to health and success but to illness

and misfortune. Ve may have heard of somconc who has been
brought closer to God becausc of bereavement or somconc who has
been converted to the Saviour when on 2 bed of sickness. But
have we ever heard of anything like that when somcone fcll in
for o fortune? And yet it is not only loss which helps to make
us holy. "“Hapniness cen do this as well. Health and prosperity
can producd an interest in God's work; zeal in scervice and
liberality in giving. A heart made heppy by pure love is not
far from the kingdom of God. If we at some time look back over
the good things thoat we have reccived in yecars gone by will we
not in thot look back sec o thousand recsons for gratitude and
loyalty to the Lord our shephcerd?

But when David says "He makes me lic down in green pastures. He
leads me beside still waters” he is not thinking only of earthly
These
words also describe gpiritual blessings. & Christian lives in
this world like other men; he goes to work, hos friends etc,

But the Christion hes o life which the non-christicn has not.
The Christion has a life which is hid with Christ in God., He is
in personcl contact with God and o part of his ncture, which in
other men is dorment, is aweke and active, intercsted in God, in
Christ, in truth and in eternity. This part of the Christian in
contact with God we call the spiritual life which token os a
whole is o happy lifc and is able. to make up for any loss we may
suffer in this life. Think of 2 man like the apostle Paul. He
lost a lot when he became a Christian: but was hu an unheppy: .
man? It'c:n'bé seen from his writings that he woas full of joy,

It is God who gives the enjoyments of the spiritual life. He
makes us lie down in green pastures. As there arc so many:
spiritual blessings we note.only a few of them.

Love. Ve have noticed something about human love but therc is
2 love moroe profound and more lasting than the love of friend
or wife. ALl men arc capable of loving God but we know that
many do not' love him. ilhere, however, the copacity to love: God



springs into action there is present thic rost delightfui and'
satisfying crotions that the heart ¢an know. If human: love
being held dear by another pérsén,"is onc of the best expéri—
ences of life, what must it be to love God ond to know that the

Saviour Christ holds yoia dear?

Another blessing is the heppiness which comes fron doing good
hn e e & >

too' ) i P ~4 e i~ . o S
thers, All humen beings have o shore in this happiness but .

a Christian sces other pcople through the ceyes of Christ. and
Talis Py = . = . . . ! &
looking through ;;s Ccyecs a Christian secs not only the great ..
value of each individuai but-also the great donger that-thbse

who know not Christ are in, Having expcrienced the- saving 1dve“?

of Christ the Christiin sceks fo pass on the sceret to others
And while such an interest may bring trouble and onpositi;n- ;n
the whole the reward for such work is great. : L

The final Blessing which we shall note is one whiéh the words of
our text have often been used to illustrate: it is the blessing
received by feeding in the fidh'pastures of the Bible, . One .
writer has said this: "What are these green pastafggkéﬁf;the
scriptures of truth, always frceh, always rich, 'and never -
exhausted? Bweet oand full are the doctrines oé the gospel. fit.
food for souls, as tender grass is nutriment for Shoop.”t.&e

P O C e £ §
can lie down as it were and get refreshment from the Bible, even

i

from as small a part of it as the 23ra psalm. Some people might

r?ad the Bible becouse it contoins aistory or because it.is good
literature, but for the Christian it is one of fhe principalg
ways of maintoining contact with God., The word of God gives . &
r?st and strength]and‘lifo, it is 'a green pasturc ﬁhich never
withers. But just as the shecp nced to cat ‘the grass as well
35 lie on it, so ve must read the Bible and meditaée oﬂ it.
v:zsggt start with ?salm 23, roading»apd thinking about eoch

There is only onc valley in the hill country of Judé; wﬁefé

avid and his Ve : i
a men were that had green pastures ahd still woters. .

Et 1s a place € miles north-cast of Jerusalem called the VWedi
nar?. In 1926 during a;drought the water in the.Wadi Fﬂrﬂ“ 5
Spring was piped to Jerusalem but later ‘abandonecd, In'1é28‘
howovor,uwhen”theﬂtruec¢linemdimidedfdbmusa1em»1e&v§£g<{he ’
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water supply on the Isracli_sideffhe pipéline was reopened and.
it is seid that this spring yields 600,000 gollons of water a
day. God's blessings ore of course without end and new cvery

Verse 3% He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's
sake. _,;_ : ’ : V4
When we were thinking cbout verse 2 we noticed that "he mokes
me lie down in green pestures. He leads me beside still waters'
was o picturc of prosperity and success feeding on the good
things that God supplies for our material and spiritual needs.
‘But in verse 3 we meet with & picture of adversity for the

- words "he restorcs my soul' imply the need for restoration,

"VWhen David composed the woxrds "he restores ny soul" he ney have
been thinking of a sheep straying from the rest of the flock and

becoming faint through tiredness ond heat; the sheep is about to

pass out when the shepherd catches it in the nick of time., This
is a very diffcrent picture from verse 2; therc among pastures
green life was happy and enjoyable but here in verse 3 there is
anxiety, for life is at a low ebb for the straying shecp cbout
to faint. g 3 : j

We have but to think about it to recognise thot noture is full
of restorotive processes. If therc is o londslide and part of
a hillside brecks awany it is mot very long before grass. and
‘other things grow on the soil which moved and help to bind it
together, You cut your finger ond in o short time a scab grows

over it for protection. When we arc in need of restoratien God

comes and does it for us.

. David kncw*ﬁﬁéf.if was to be restored by‘GOd,w;HGuth arifted

away from God and just as his political carcer .startcd to
decline we arc told that Absalom stole the hearts of the men of
Isracl (2 Som 15. 6) David recogniscd that he was like 2 stray
shecp, about to faint and in his time of need he rediscovered




' s " % :
God f proxlslon. He restores my soul" he says. "Sonl" neons
his" life . David is simply saying, "God restores me, oll of
me,

Time and time agoin we nced restoration. Alllméh, saints ag
well as sinners, can fall in for misfortune; lightning strikes
the roof of good and bad indiscriminately. Indeed a Christin:
may suffer in this life because he is a Christian; pcrnOCAbicn 
may be aebsent from the church in the western world but
Christians in other places arc being persccuted. And even if
we don't live in those places our concern for the causc of
Christ there might .be a couse of despair, for which wc “ce@ '
restoration. In ary case the Christian secks %o be lilke ° id
Master aend the fact that he falls for short from the DOLLth
standard might cause despair.

The need of restoration in a Christian may of course be cue to
neglect, neglecting to do whet he knows God woulc havc hin do, '
neglcct of worship and bible study.

We have just noted a few things Wthh can cousé -depression but
David in ohls psalm does not saoy wh at caused his troublec: ho
says simply "he restores my soul. He speaks as if tho oniy
thing that he cen remember is his deliverance from suffcring.
And what o truth lies herc! VWhat would we know of tho kincn
of God if it were not for %the days of darkness?. If God io ever
to be necr his people it is when they are in' trouble.. The :
shepherd is sure to be with the sheep thet is ailing. To which
child does a mother give most attention? Is it not to the one.
who is weak and in denger? The heart of God is no diffecront.
Our Saviour is never as near 2s when we necd him moé{. Anc
when this is realised the storms of trouble within us arc

ch nged into a calm, Grief is ca51cr to bear when we can soy:
My shepherd knows oll ﬁbout it. A

gu

We can mention only a few of the numerous ways in which Zod

can restore our souls, Sometimes the adversity which comes our
way is the pathwey to prosperi ity and the apparent caleonity is
only the disguise in which something good is concealcd. God moy
use the word of o friend or a passage .in .a book .tq.pui .new 1ife

into us, but 'if we may concentrate on onc thing we are probably
more often restored when we think of the cross of Christ.

The Belgion flag is a tricolour of black, red and.gold. 'The red:
represents the blood of those who died for their country and the
message from the blaclk, red and gold fleg is "through blood we
pa ssed from black night to golden duy. A fresh realisation of
the u&criflco of Christ for us can lead us out.of the slough of
despond. ; 3 ) Vi, : 3

Jesus our good shepherd is very anxious to restore these members
of his flock who are fointing. Think of the attention our Lord
gave to the apostle Peter. Peter ucpled his Lo;c three times
but Jesus rcstored him three times. Jesus the good shcnhcrd
restored his erring disciple. Even before Peter denied his
Master Jesus prayed for him that his foith would not fail; he

- also warned him, ond when Jesus was arrested ond Peter denied

him we arc told that Jesus looked ot Peter in o loving correcting
way. At the time of the resurrectdion our Lord gave the cngels
instructions to tell the women to inform Peter, and Jesus met
with Petecr alone on thot first Easter day. That is o brief out-
linc of how Jecsus the good shepherd dealt with once of his
wandering flock ard whot he did for-Peter he can do for us when
we are in danger of falling.

"He restc%es my soul, he leads me in paths of righteousnéss."

If a sheegp wenders and is restored hy the shepherd it usually

hes beer throush such o frigh%ening expericnce thet it sticks
very closc to the rest of the Tlock and the shepherd. It is when
o shecp/has no awarcness of danger that it is. prone to wender.
Fear mokes the shecp stick closely to the shepherd. Can we say
thot the some thing is true in our expericnce?  Adversity or
trouble in our lives has a closc ¢onnection with senctification.
Prayer con be made very real when troublc comes our way. When
there is no suffering or anxiety, when one day is the same as the
next, preyer and our thoughts about God can become very fornal
and weary but when we suffer a great loss our ﬂttluuuo is
different. To toke but one cxamplb, the pruyer' nghten our
darkness we besecech thee O Lord and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dengers of this night ... takes on a:new
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meaning in war time when the enemy is expected to be on a bcmb-
ing mission every night. . : '

The same mlght be so 1d of the Bible. If we are secking comforf“

or restoration:our bible reading will be Aifferent. - Passeges
which we have often read will for the first time perhaps have a

messcge for us, So just os a shecp might learn its lesson when. .

restored by the shepherd and so keep close to him and be led
along right and safe paths, so we should learn from: our troublecse
and follow our shepherd along paths of rightcousness.

A fainting sheep is restored .with woter and young tender grass
but o sheep is restored not to lie down all the doy amid the
green pastures and still watiers, he is restored so that he will
be strong enough to be led along streight paths, We should

drink for strength not drunkenness. A bath can be very refresh-

ing but if a.men lics too leong in a hot bath he will weakens Ag
2 bath can weaken for. 1d1eness or refresh for work so wc can usc
or cbuse God' yoodness. "He. restores my soul, he lcads me in
paths of rlghtuousnoss ¢ the restoration is for walking,

i : : X 3.5
For his neme's sa ake". A _shepherd helps his sheep when thoey
feint, hc leads thom back whcn they go astray; he does this for

their own soke, he knows. them end is attached to them. But his,h.

own ropututlon and character arc also involved, The whole
countryside would talk if & shepherd neglected his sheep and.
left them to die. Just as a .school tcacher or o school gets
credit whon the puolls pass their exams, so the shepherd gets
credit whcn the sheep are safc from danger ond walking along tho
correct path. David would have us understand from his words in
this psalm that the honour of God is.involved in the welfore of
his pcople.  Our gocd .shepherd has undertoken to save us his 3
beople and having begun such o work he will complete it. If 2ll
Christians werc unfortunate and got into o mess. Christianity -

would not attract very mony, . It brings.disgrace on the nome and;i-

character of God when his profcssing followers become back-. :
sllders and fall into coreless habits. .The fact that God is
alshonoured,whon‘his.peoplc_fall.away provides us with.za strong
argument in prayer. Ve can ask God to ‘save us from our sins ard

Jto.makenus*holywandggiVG 4as -ouy srewson ithat: hexwill ‘geti-the -

credit if our lives arc consistent. Ve can pray for a friend
who mey be under the power of some sin in this way: "Good
shephcrc, lead’ hlm back to the paths of rightecusncss for your:
own nome's sake, lead him in the right way so that you will get
glory and prulse.' Think also of the clwnlty that such thoughts
will ivo tO ‘our own 11vcs. Ve arc 21l too pronc to seck
dcllvoroncc “from gdvorolty for our own sckes alond. - We want to

be closc to- Jesus and onjoy the sunshine of prospdérity for ocur

own sokes Tlone. But the 1life of o Christi en should have a
nobler cir¥; If we sec to ‘it that we glorify God ‘he will séé to
it thet we enjoy him for ever. Ve need to remind curselves
constontly that all we do.we should do for Christ's glory.

In pocts' corner in Westminster Abbey in London therc is e
monurient to the fomous poct John Milton who wrote among other
things Poarcédisc L'pt. A p01nt about the lnacrlotlon on the
plaque which has often beer noted is that it docs:not menticn
the nome of tho poet John Kiltoh, thé' writing simply refors to
the author of Poradise Lest. But the nome of William Benson who
ercctod the nonunent is there as well as some detail about him.

- The monument is supposed to remind us of John Milton and yet the

onlj nome on it is that of the'man who put it therc. How like -
us! ' All our good works ought to bring glery to God and yot we’
often do uhON to get praisc for o¢;u,1v»u.’ Jesus lends us in
paths of flChCuOUunC s for his own name's scke. Let us see to
it thot we follow obedicntly and so give him the credit.

Verse 4: Even tﬁoucb I walk through the volley of the shadow of
death, I feor ‘no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod end thy
staff, thdy comfort me. A L et ® R b L e e g
In many cases these ore the last words spoken by dying sdints
and they cre oftun the words spoken to tno ¢ying by & clergymon
or nars;.f‘?c_must however, becr in mind thet this: verse docs
not holp’hs.onlyfat the time of ‘decth os therc arc mony dark’
volléys that the'Christicn mist pass through. Thé pointiéf”



cmphasis in the verse is that we arc not alonc in the dark
vallcys of lifc: our good shepherd is with us.

If we have placed the composition of this psalm in the right
ploce, that is, written by David when on the run from Absclom
thce son of his forcign wifc, then in the first pléace "tho valley
of the shadow of death' is probably o memory of thc night belorc
when in the dark David may have fearcd the worst,

I wonder "if you noticed that in the flrst thrce verses Dovid
spcaks of the Lord and uses the pronoun "he" four times, he

speaks about the Lord, but in this verse 4 when he refers to the
dark Lluck volley he specks to the Lord: "for thou art with me,
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." He continues in versc £

to speak to the Lord but we note that it is in the valley. tha t
he uses the more intimate pronoun for the first time.
7hen Dovid composed these words thinking of the Lord's protec-
tion of him through his dark wvalley he used the figurc cf the
shepherd as an illustration: his mind went back to the time wher
he kept his sheep. A modern shopherd has-written about what he
thinks is the valley that David was thinking about. It is, he
south of the Jerusalem-Jericho rooacd wherc the Xedron

says,
velley becomes very narrow through the mountain range. This
valley is 49 miles long and 1,500 feet high in places, i,c. its

height in places is about 3 times the length of a fOOuball faeld. ..
Also in places it is only ten or 12 feet wide and according to

this modern shepherd there is an unwritten rulce that shepherds,

in order to avoid meecting other shepherds coming in the oppositc
direction in the narrow volley where it is in places difficult

to pass, agree to go up the velley in the morning and cdown in

the evening. The shepherds in David's dey mey have celled this,

or some other one, 'the valley of shadows', or 'the volley of

the shadow of death' becouse in such 2 plece the darkness wQuId
fall ecrlier than clsewherc and the dark of night would be

deeper as well. Such a valley would be a favourite hiding place
for snakes and wild beasts for there would be plenty of holes N
and ravines on each sicde. David could well remember as & youns
shepherd going through the valley and how the sheep huddled
clesely around his feet s he prepored to fight, if ‘nocessary,

‘as pitch;

‘rather be blind

' Winston C

nickneme '

‘people

to protect them. Since thoso far ‘off days when he was a youn
shepherd Davic had lcarned that .the life of man hed “Lg; }s’uchg
dark passoges, but fron the sheep he had 1earnec to rely on a
presence with him: "I fear no evil for or thou r‘ Wwith me Da;ld
knew that 2 shephorf Ilec along rlght pathu and not only.Wmon ‘
green pasturc but also through the derk valiey. And so ;L msst
nft ubink thet the Christion will be led only to still wators
wiere ne can rest,b atiner we oug 1y

e vallcys o wé?i? r_uu T JQ ought to be prepoered for the

John Bunyan in his Pilgrin's Progress places tho velley of th
shodow of decth not ot the énd of the pilgrim's Journey bu .
réther_in the first half of it. In PLann .. book Chr1Zt1°n is
given: o description of the valley. Uh/ thc velley is as dark
ve also saw there the Hobgoblins, Satyrs, and Dragons
of the Pit; we heord also in that valley o continual howllnn ﬂhd
/ellln. &s of people under unuLtorablo nisery .., over that i
valley haongs the LluCOuTublnF clouds of Confusion; Death also
doth aolways sprc 4 his wings ov““ it.” A mon writing an cxplana~
tion of Bunyan's worl soys this: “The cpisode of the Valley of
the uhtdow Oof Death, is & rcflection of: an cxperience of 4
Bunyan's own when in o time of serious illness he was h°unted b
dpnro olOP ond found even the Shadow of Death to be chill a and Y
erk: Bu“rﬁn hnd oxperlbnccd donro sion which he considored to
be his dork volley of the shadow: And if ycu or anyone known to
You.ha ?uxloxod depression you will know what o torrible thing
it is. A man once wes nrescribed drugs by his doctor in order
to prevent hinm goirg blind but the drugs brought on depression
and. in the end the man refused to take the arugs; he“w;uid

thon cewrosaoﬂ' ; l

hurbhlll the wa rtlmo lc dor suffered fron denro*qion-
indeed he hadg oUCn rucarrcnt fits of depression that ho h;d his
own nane Lor Lt bl‘ck I)o'r s and the fact that he chose such é
'Black Dog indicates that it was o feirly Treaﬁént :
compenion. KMost people to. some degree suffer dopression‘but.séme'
arc unfortunate ond suffer in a severe wa y. Disappoint-
ment or scrrow can bring it on, Thc physicel make- -up of women -
mahcs them jore prone¢ to it and dcpress1on often comes, for.
xemple, at the' time of chlldblrth Some people are born w1th a
and are falrly often in a dopreased

tgmpgr wmentel woalknes
So whenever we muy suffer in this way this verse can

state.
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"Even though I walk through the Vﬂllcy of the shudov

comfort.
Denre sion

of death, I fear no evil; for thou art with gp.
may of course be brought on by the person himself., If we do nog
trust God for the future, if we have nct sought God's forgiveness
or if we are not willing to forgive others we arc meking our-
selves liable to depression. Davicd mey have experienced depress-—
ion in the period in which we have placed this psalm, for looking
back on carcless 1iv1ng is one cause of it. Daovid may hove said
If only I hadn't married that f?rclgn woman there would be no
son Absalom to rebel against me. If only I had not drifted
away from God I would not be out here cmong the hills on the run.
vy only ... How depressing to think in this way. But David -
now felt thot he had the cure: the Lord his shepherd was with

him.

Decth: is of course & valley which we will 2ll have to go through,
In 2ll the valleys of our life.-our Lord is our best companion

but in the cese of the valley of death 21l other companions mus
turn back; we are on our own as far as our friends are concerned
and yet we are not alone for Jesus is with us. Our good shepherd
once went down the valley of death 2lone but now he goes down
with each one of his flock.. : ' :

David knew what comforted the sheep in the valleys of Israecl.
Fear huddled the sheep close to the shepherd and through contact
with his body cor the sound of his voice or by the touch of the

ted.

The staff was the shepherd's crook which he used to help him as E
he walked but also in dealing with the sheep. At times a |
shepherd made the sheep pass under the staff so that he could
exemine them and count them; the staff was also used when the
sheep started to wender for the shepherd could catch them by the
legs and pull them back, or if a sheep fell where he could not
climb back the staff could give thce needed help. The staff wos
long ond light but the rod was short and heavy and was used not
with the sheep but with enemies of the shecp such as wild animols

crook laid on them to keep them together, the sheep were comfor- - |

which might atteck. Vhen we thlnk of the Lord ocur shepherd the
rod represents his defending power. Do we sometimes fear attacks

e (o

of’ Satan beceuse we think thet we have to cdefend ourselves?

-:heep coulc not hope to defend thonselvc° ﬂnd_pcither caniwe,

: Tho Siqlf used by thc shephcrd 1n deallng with - the sheep- wos,?'

often used to give a correctlng blow to a waywara sheep. - The
blow was intended, to. do. the shccp good and such 2 thought can. ;
be a comfort to us whon wc are f”c1ng some tria Thé ‘Lord lovgs-
those whon he corrects. Sufferlng anc anxiocty ﬂlﬂhi be -sent - to
‘make us better and if we thlnk of 'itin tha t way it will be: :
casier to.pear, If u_shcep had any sense it would know that  the

" correction of the staff was for its benefit. There is an old
“- Arabian proverb which says that 2ll sunshine makes a desert. So

while we should not be scecliing crlbulhtlon we ought when it
comes: our way, to reg“rd it ﬂs somothlng sonc for our r*ood

As a ma tter of 1ntercst our. word tribulation'-comCSVfrom,theA
Latin word crlpulum which was @ threshing machine: e "tribulum"
was a heovy woocen platform with: salkes sticking out of .it and an

“-ox dragged it to and fro across corn and it divided the wheat

from the chaff. JIf the corn could talk it might have expresscd
dislike at the irlbulum, JLst as we do not like tribula ation, hut
its$:purpose was to .do good, The Pood sbophcrd might hit us with

his stﬁfl and make us bcnd Low undcv it but ‘it will be for our

The rod and utﬂIL are a,c01fort only bocsu sc they -arc in tho
hﬁnds of the shophcrc, it is hc who is our comfort

Verse 5: Tbou ploerost thle before me in the presence -of my

Acnemles thou anointest my head with 0il, my cup overflows

Je noted ns we looked at verses 1-4 that David as he composed

-Psalm 23 hed in nlnd' the plcture of a ‘shepherd loo cing after his
'ﬂhoep, feceding and Drotectlng them, and from that ‘picture in. his

‘mind of the uhophcrd s cCre for the floch David thought 'of God's
care for hin,

. Uc uxo not surprlsed that Dovia who spent Fhe b



carly years of his manhood minding sheep should have. pictured
God's care for him in this way. But just as David was not a
shepheré 2ll his life so this psalm oppeers’to drop the iden of
God as shepherd. At verse 5 we arc introduced to a diffcrent
illustration of God's care for David and for us. David wes not
only & shepherd he wes glso a king and as 2 king he would often
have entertained guests. So just as we can divide David's life
into shepherd and king we sec a similor division in this psolm,
for at versec 5 we scec a picturc of God os the host or entertainer
at a ba nqaet where there is no shortege of supplies; the cup is
running -over

No.doubt the actual historical situation in which we think David
composed this psalm helped in the inspirction.  The men who
brought the badly needed supplies to Dovid and his men, who werc
out on the hills on the run from the rebel son Abshlom, must
have becn plecsed when David sa id., "Thou preparest a2 table before
me in the presence of my cnemies.'  Whether Absa lom had his army
mobilised at that time or not, in the nind of David the enemy
was not for away. * Barzillai and his friends were good to Davic

in his time of need; they brought him supplics when he was on the

run. They prepared a table 2t a time when Daovid felt surrounded
by enemies and King Davicd apprecicted this. A fact of life
Whlch‘ls often observed is that o person who is kind is the one
‘who is most. zppreciative when o kindness is dene to him. David
must often have helped and entertained people in his palace in
Jerusalem, and onc group of pcople whom we know he was especially
good to was young soldiers whom he encouraged to be proficient
in their profession. So it would be no surprise if the meal laid
on for David who was on the run reminded him of the feasts he had
preparcd for his young warriors in the days past and these feasts
in turn reminded him of the overflowing bounty and goodness which
the Lord continually provided for him, but ospccially at times
when he needed encouragement U

David drawing from the experiences of his carly life spoke of
God as his shepherd, now, with his mind going back to the time
when he entertained visitors, he says that he receives the Lord'
hOSplt"llty and friendship, A shepherd is very close to his-
sheepﬁghe»knowsdthem}allubyvname3~but arguest ‘is-mach ‘¢loser “to

ﬁig 56$t and can receive sympdthy, encouragenent and friendship
of a quality that no shepherd can give to his sheep.

n

. The félution of a shecp to the shepherd is a passive relation-

ahlp ~the snecep is fed, it is led and it is protected. A sheep .
dOCa 2lmost nothing for itscli and this represcnts a side of our

.rcligion where God coes everything and man simply receéives. But
.there is an active side to our religion as well, there isa = -

battle to be fought and a victory to be won. The phrasc in verse
5 "in the’prescnce of my encmies hints at this aspect of our ;
religion bocauso these words tell us that it is a worrior's

feast which is described.

The Bible is very clear in at least one thing which it says about
an eaeny: an cnemy must not be treated 1Jgatly. In the spiritual
warfarc we rust be well aware of our eneny’ for onc of his tricks
is to catch us unawares. e R

In the sccond world war the victory that Ficld- Marshell Lord
Montgomery goined over Rormel is said to have boo“ duc in large

 mcusure to the study which lontgoméry made of the enemy. Monty

studied Rommel's cheractcr and habits and the toetics that he
used in other bettles and this enabled Lord lMontgomery to plan

& campaign which took account of Rommel's weaknesses.,

Me are up ogeinst & very crefty enemy. He is called by many.
nomes and a nome in the Bible is nearly always a description’ of

s it, Our cnemy is celled Satan which means
the Adversary; he is also called the Devil, the Slanderer and
estroyer. He iz lso called thie Wicked one, the God of This
Vierld, the Prince of DJanOuo, the Dragon, the Tormentor, the
Accuser, the Deceiver, the Ll&f,Ath“ Murderer, him who has tho
power of death, the leer of this ”or1d and the Tempter.

the porson who beoxn

P
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A doy is coming when the Devil wfll'bé‘comolotely and finally
defeatod but ke is not dead yet. Some Christians ignore the
Devil as if he were dead and this can give a certain peace of
mind. Our hope, however, is not in a dead devil but in 2 living
God. Our God is so powerful that he can prepere 2 banqguet in
the prescnce of our cnemy no atter how strorng and wily the enenmy
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may be. Ve will never have peace if we ovoid the devil., If
we are to have truec victory we must face him and we will find
that at the placc of temptation where we meet him God will
give us victory.

We could spiritualise the table mentioned here and think of the
good things which God has prepared for us in the pages of the
Bible or we could think of the spiritual nourishment provided
in the Lord's supper which certainly is & table prepared by
God. But the main idea would scem to be thec friendship of the
meal rather than the food. Indecd if we were to say that God
supplicd us with the blessings of salvation from his table we
would mean no more than the activity of God bringing himself
nearer to us. VWhen one man invites cnother to be his guest it
is an cxpression of respcct and affection, it means that the
host wishes to know more of the other man, to come closer to
him. This is 2 picture of our recligion for it is fellowship
or friendship with God., Vhat is religion but to fecl that God
is near at 0ll times, that we can scek his aid at cvery time of
need, anc in times of rejoicing confide in him. Religion is

to sce God ceverywhere which thought brightcens 1ife; and in this
sense all o Christian's life may be said to be 2 banquet. God
has enticipated our nceds for he has the table prepared,
prepared with 211 things necessary.

At an castern feest the guests were anointed with sweet-scented
spikenard ointment. You will recall how Jesus on one occasion
was anointed in this way and on another cccasion he pointed out
to 2 man, who had invited him, that he had neglected to anoint
him. God who is love breaks the jar of oil and pours it on our
hecads and the odour fills the housc giving blessing to others

as well, God lavishes on us what was purchased at great cost
to himﬁelf. "Thou anointecst my head with oil, my cup over-
flows. Whet a picture of the bounty of God. Cur Lord is no

niggard host; for example, God does not only pardon} he abund-
antly pardons. Let us moke sure that we take his cup of salva-
tion, we will not need to add to it; it will be full and over-
flowing with no room for more in it.

The:story ‘of ‘the prodigol son is a picture of“God's'dealihger

S S
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with.us. In thﬁt story the fcther did not feed his son with a
cold potLto' t wasn t any. old calf but the fatted calf and not
any old clothe° either, but brlng the best robe and put it on
him.f We .could go on Splrltuallsing the oil wnd the overflowlng
cup. . but nrobobly all that David 1ntended was to glvo an illustra-
tion. of a rlght royol banquet '

Wfhat is ettractive bout an 1nv1tau10n to a banquet? It is ‘not
becuuse the 1ood will be better thon at home, though this may be
welcome; i is not for all the splendour of the ucene, though we
would foel these to be in place: ‘it is the frlnndshlp which takes
us there. Ve go to meet a friend’ not to reccive his food. = And
so in our recligion. It is God himself we seek and the various
b1e531ngs of salvation which he glves are of value only in that
they bring us nearer to him.‘ )

We come to the xlnal veroe of Psalm 23 and you will notice that
David in this verse looks to the - future. Hﬁ thought of the
future in the first verse "I shall not want but in the rest of
the psalm he thinks of the Lord's presence w1th him He secms -
to pass to purc antlclpation in tho sixzth verso Surely, or
only, goodness and mercy sha 11 follow me all tho dﬂys of my life;
and I Shull awell in the houso of the Lord for ever.. ~Not only
was Da v1d comuorted by God's presence with him each day, he knew
that Godgwould be w1th h1m tonorrow nd the next d .y and for ever.
There wos an occe olon in the life of David When’he wanted to
build a house for God and ho prayed to God thanklng him for:
guccess in the plec, but he also mentioned the fact thnt God had
promi'ed ooeno gg for a great while to cone., 2 Sam 7. 18 Then
King Dav1d uoxt in qrd sat before the Lord and sald 'WTho am I
O Lord God, and vhat is ‘my house, that thou hast brought me thus
far? And yet this was a small thing in thy eyes, 0 Lord God;
‘thou hast upcmen also of thy servant ‘s house for a great \h;lb
+Qﬂgome and Aos+ shown me future genera’r;lons.m"r Uhut a wonde
rul thlnv rot only to remhmber the past with thankfulness but
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also to think cbout the future with confidence. We ofton have
fears for the future; we take out insurance policies, we don't
know what a day might bring forth. But is there mnot a gospel
which tells us that the best is yet to be, a gospel which tells
us that the good wine is res@erved for the end? There is, and
that gospel is embodied in the last verse of Psalm 23. As we
‘exanined this psalm we noticed how it spoke of the Lord's
presence in the varied experiences of - the'past but it also upeoL
‘of the future "for a great while to come. Gopdness and. mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life, and' I shall dwell. in
the house of the Lord for ever.,

When we were looking at verse 5 'Thou preparest a table before
me in the presence of my enemies; thou anointest my head with
0oil, my cup overflows", we noted how David felt that he was a
guest at a great royal banguet prepared by God. To be a man's
‘guest was much more than a mere sociel evening; 2 meal is still
a way in which we get to know 2 person much bgtter; and in the
0.T. to be a guest was a bond of loyalty and often & covenant
or agreement was mode at 2 meal. Now in this verse 6 we learn
that to be God's guest is really to live with him for ever.

‘But this confidence for the future is not the type which ossumes
that there will be no difficulties .or dangers. David knows that
his life is to be one of scrvice and warfare. It is the seme
man who in verse 5 was a guest anointed with oil and QrJ.nkJ.nb
from an overflowing cup. But we noted thet it was a warrior whc
was being feasted and when the feast was over the armour and
weapons had to be taken up ogain. Enemies have been defeated
and victorics have been won but the entire campaign is not over ,
yet, the whole war is not yet won. If we are in Christ's service
“‘he will give us times of refreshpent but it is his will that we
do our part in the struggle of life; if we are in his service
we ought to be secking to extend his reign. The earth is the
Lord's so we must help in the fight so that the earth is not
surrendered to the devil.

As he leaves the banqueting house to return to the battleficld
the warrior notices two figures who follow him by ordgr of the
king-.;ﬂhouareﬁtheseﬁtwoﬁfﬁiicwﬁrS?*%Gﬁodness*andﬂmercz'ﬁhdll

. speaks of goocneus and mercy

LY LR

follow me all the days of my life. Yes, David in this psalm /-
as if they were two persons,
guardian angels, sent to protect him from all evil. At the time
when we think David composed, thiu psalm it was ‘very much in his
mind that his rebel son Absalom was following him but as he.
considered God's love and. thought of pursuit by enemies gave-
place to the idca that God' steadfast love now followed him
throughout his life. As uurely as Jjudgment and justice follow .
the wicked so goodness and mercy follow David. Goodness means
that vhich,ls pleasant or enJoyﬂble'or agreonble.v Therc can be
no misfortune in life for which God's goodness cgnnoi find a
remedy. When this guardien angel as- it were, called goodness,

“is prescnt how cen life be bare or empty? This verse could also
- be transleted Onl goodness and mercy shall follow

me all the
days of ny life, When we think of the life of David and what
he went through at times, we can compare. these words about o nly

*goodness following him to the end of his days with words of the

Apostlc Paul (Rom 8. 28) "We know thgt in everything God works
for good with those who love him.'" "In everything God works for
goog. gﬂlx goodness follows me.'

If the follbwing of goodness is welcome how much more so is
mercy? Who feels no nced of mercy? Quite often Christians have

" no fear of the enemy but thcy‘havo a fear about themselves., Ve
.still have the old man in us; we still have a tendency to depart

from the living God; at times we get fits of coldness and back-
sliding. We nccd mercy every day. David says that God's mercy
is eternal, indced the story of David's life is a good illustra-~.
tion of the mercy of God; God still loved him with a stcadfast
love even though he had s;nned grievously. Just as two deotec-
tives shadow a wanted man, so goodne®s and mercy follow us all
the days of our life. We have only to fall back and we will be
caught in the arms of God's goodness and mercy. When things are
going well they will be there to protect us from pride. When
things are not going well they w111 encourage us lest we consider
turning back. Ve don't know what a day may brirg forth but if
God 's goodness and mercy are with us what need we fear? From
youth to old age they will be with us, yes even at the time of
death for they follow us all the days of our life.

Vhen God spoke to David of

" o : % 2 . n 2
a great while to come the reference
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was not only to this life but also to a life beyond death. The
final words of this Psalm 23 refer to it: "And I shall dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever,” David speaks of the way elong
which goodness and mercy follow him and then he refers to the
destination and both the way and the destination arc in harmony.
If you sec great big claborate gates, and a gate lodge built
beside them and 2 long well kept avenue you don't expcct to £inc
a wooden hut at the end of the driveway. DNo. *You expcct a big
house in kceping with the gotes and driveway. If God's goodness
and mcrcy follow us then we must be on the way to the house of
the Lorc, and from the goodness and mercy we get an idea of the
Lord's house. :

Vhen looking at verse 5 we noted that David had in mind the
banquets which he sometimes laicd on for young warriors and this'
led to the thought.of God's bangquet., The house of the Lord
mentioned here in the last verse is the same place as that where
the banquet was held; David thinks on to the palace of the
Divine King. As 2 reward ond as cncouragement the warrior was
adnitted once into the palace as o guest; but when the bancguet

' was over he had to return to the battlefield. He looked forweard,
however, to o time when all his battles would be over and he
would be invited back to the palace, not to enjoy a banquet for
2 nignt but to live permancntly there. £&As we consider these
words "And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for cver they
seem to say that when the struggle of this life is over, those
who love God will dwell permanently with him in heaven.

These last words of Psalm 23 must be the nearest approach in the
O.T. to the saying of Jesus when he said that he was the way to
the Father's house wherc there was room for all, Certainly wec
who know the N.T. have no difficulty in interpreting them in
this way. Ve con get on idec of what the housc of the Lord is
like by looking at Jesus. He raised the dead; he himself was
raised from the dead; he spoke of prepering a place for us in
his Fother's house and by following him we are on the woy to it.
Jesus is the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls who leads us to
fountcins of living water and if we spend‘duréelvcs in his . '
service here on earth he will by and by give us rest from our ;
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‘vlabours in heaven for ever.

On verse 5 we noted that the emphasis was not so much on the
food of the banquet or on other accompaniments but rather on the
friendship of the host. There is a similar idea here, Good and
sccurc as the house of the Lord is, a2 housec is not & home just
because it has a good roof or is well furnished. A man says
that he is going home when he is going to life-long fricnds or
gg&gtiggg. It is the presence of God which makes heaven the

house of the Lord.

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
 Good shepherd may I sing thy preise,
Within thy house for ever.
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