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Ecclesiastes

FOREWORD

most a generation, Houseparties conducted either by the
local iﬁflr;ll or someg wider body such as the Church Youth Department
have been a tremendous help to young people in communicating to
them the central truths of the Word.of God, and_so bringing them into
a vital relationship and friendship with Jesus Christ.

has blessed this type of ministr_y in a remarkable way and
there(ilcr)éj many people serving Him today in all parts of the world who
commenced their Christian lives in the Houseparty setting.

For some time there has been a very real need for suitable study
books for people in their early and middle teens to use in Camps apd
Houseparties. Those of us who have been concerned with leading
Bible Studies in Houseparties have been anxious to find something
that. first of all, was Biblical in its approach, looking to the Scriptures

s the means of Christian revelation and the basis of doctrinal
alone‘ ¥ d secondly, that was at the same time within the scope of
teachn.lgl,(.an of the average young Australian between 14 and 18, for
;lcl)entlt?h IIe])%cellent material formerly written has been at a University

level.

it gives me much pleasure to commend Mr. Lamb’s
Studi;h?cr)eflg‘);ﬁog’sﬁip and Youth groups of every kind. My prayer is

fellow and girl who uses this booklet will not only come to
that every ter knowledge of the facts of the Bible, but a deeper longing
?oa v]?ni\%rZid serve Jesus Christ and to continue His faithful soldier

and servant.

J. J. TURNER.
Director

The Church of England
Youth Department,
Diocese of Sydney.



INTRODUCTION

. The studies in this booklet ¢
initially for use at successive housep

the weekly programme of a Fel i
Youth Bible Study group. S

There is nothing special i
and practical in their }?clppro:cg:)u;ng]egé?hey simply aim to be clear

wit i : A hod, an rips
— htl:}e]e:.algl.cc.qucffﬁiﬁgs é’f, %0, Iepentance, the newdbitr(t)h zc:lrgeol;gdfangc
progressive story of man’srlfqtlllaegt hffcf):r‘ ;I;he t}tles of the studies tell 2
arranged t : €rnal life. ies are SO
selectlgon o? tlz\? Succc;lsswe, yet complete ip themselrgge itucilhe's r\l;a a
o h 0 or three studies coylqg e used S e ye_
]p ¥, or the whole booklet could be used over a two-day house
Onger camp or over a period of time : as a series of studies in 2
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STUDY 1
OFF THE TRACK

Bible Reading: Genesis 3:1-13.

God created the world and looked out over His handiwork, and
“it was very good”. God made man in His own image, and he was a
perfect creation with no defects in his nature. He enjoyed all the
benefits of the rest of God’s creation, and lived in complete freedom

and fellowship with his Creator.

But Satan like a gangster was on the prowl. Into this perfect
picture came SIN as a dark despoiling intruder.

Man, who was freely subject to God, chose to break away from
Him. He listened to the voice of Satan and disobeyed God. He
betrayed the confidence of God. This was his downfall. It destroyed his
fellowship with God, it brought about his death. He was “off the

track” in life.
There were three stages in the first sin of man:
1. Doubt, Disbelief and Denial of God’s Word.
v.1: “Did God say?”’
v.4: “You shall not surely die” (cf. Genesis 2:17).

2. Desire (or lust) for those things God has forbidden (v.6).

Note: the lust of the flesh — “good for food”.
the lust of the eyes — “pleasant to the eyes”.
the pride of life — “desired to make one wise.

(Compare I John 2:16.)
Note also that in Genesis 2:9 God has made a proper provision for
these things.
3. Disobedience.
“She took of the fruit and did eat” (v.6).
These three steps can be traced in every sin. Here is the original
“pattern” of sin.
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Notice the immediate effect on Adam:

1. He became afraid and loneiy — he went and hid (v.8);

2. He made excuses and denie

d responsibility (v.12) — and all
men have been doing the sam

€ ever since.

Sin ruined the human race. It spread to all men (Romans 5:12)-
Man now sins because he is a sinn

. er by nature — it is natural to sin
(Ephesians 2:3).

~ Sin has reversed man’s nature, for self has replaced God as the
object and centre of his life. It eats away his character: it is soul
erosion — a cancer of the soul.

It weakens th ill the ear,
blinds the eye (II Corinthians 4:4), ¢ will, deafens

and therefore without hope (Ephesians 2:12) — 3 creature without
his Creator who has no future,

Because of sin, man is spiritually deaq (Ephesians 2:1) — a
walking corpse! :

The wages of sin is death. The soul that sj

sy S i ekiel
18:4): God has said it. SIN ig spiritual Suicide. nneth shall die (Ez

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

penalty? you and me? What are iy consequences and

L
+ l?:;vex?';)d overlook sin? Will not the God of love take us all to

4. How would you answer the Statement: «[ |;
: 3 ? ife- I'm no
sinner’’? live a good life; I'm

FOR SENIORg

1. Compare the temptation of
tion of Jesus in the desert.
temptation involving the lust
the pride of life?

Adam in the
an you disc
of the flesh,

garden with the tempta-
over a similar pattern of
the lust of the eyes and

2. How are you involved in Adam’s sin? (Romans 5:12-1 4)

STUDY 2
LOST! — HOW AND WHY

oo 5:3-20.
Bible Reading: Luke 1 . —
i ible clearly teaches us that Man is off the track(i lHet l;lz}z
s Blﬁ ?n error. and lost his way in life. Man fell and lost hi
Ka?lggjsrgic}i) c\))vith God. His sin cut him off from God.

hree parables illustrate three ways in which we may be lost:

These t
1. Unknowingly — as. the sheep.
2. Carelessly —— as the coin.
3. Deliberately — as the son.

i i three classes. There

is or has been in one of these f :

01 U owe are either lost unkowingly, carelessly or

being t, we cannot, or will not, find our way back
t ]

Each one |
are no exceptions -
deliberately. And being los

to God’s fold. .
Notice: The sheep could not help itself — it had to be sought,
otice:

i elp — d to change his
as out of range of }}elp he ha
Irfl?gdsc()?e];nt) and return to his father.

ill not be parted from those He loves until

o lovesuusﬂf;: ?-?S chln to win us back. Therefore He sent His

e e t. to seek and to save those who are lost (Luke 19:10),

Son, {lesu}sl_ C?}igp,herd and the householder. However, the lost must
as did the :

respond to the seeking love of God.
Noticé both God’s part and ours.
H ks: the lost sheep and the lost coin were sought.
e seeks:

. The unknowingly lost must welcome Him
Wy aEsPotchs fee o ns 012D, 21).

The casually and carelessly lost must accept Him
(cf. John 1:11-12).

The wilfully lost must ‘come to their senses’ — i.e.
wake up to themselves (v.17).
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Man i
and SaVZIIi.ISG :)OdSts :élthuigaSbgz ;gailtf}phhimself. He can only be sought
perish (be lost) but have everlastingYif:’?v(i')rel;f)lllli\;ie;s PSR R B

Where are you today? Lost unknowingly?
% SN ingly?

.carelessly?
St e Y deliberately?

Do you know? Do Do
. v you care?
God Himself is seeking you.eWiIl Hyeogn\ga;; t?o o
u?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Why does the Bible say that the sinner is lost?
st?

2. What are the effects of man’s se
(a) in the world?
(b) in your life?

paration from Gog (lostness)

3. Why was it necessary that God should

Himself for mankind? How is sin for oYide (8 ey, aia (O

A given?
- How can a person be found or saveq by Christ?
rist?

FOR SENIORS

1. If we are born “lost”, have these

back-sliding Christian than the non-%?lr:li?tlieas ;n R ol
n?

2. How do these parables illustrate th
(a) have never heard the gospel?
(b) have rejected the gospel?
(c) are apathetic towards the gospel?

€ conditions of those who

STUDY 3

THE GATE TO LIFE

Bible Reading: John 3:1-18.
Our Lord was here pointing out and explaining to Nicodemus the

absolute necessity for sp

iritual birth, a passing through the gate to life.

Man who is lost must be re-born spiritually.
“Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).
V.1: Nicodemus was a man of irreproachable character, strict

V.3:

V.4:

V.5:

V.6:

“

religious training and strong convictions — * a ruler of the

Jews”.

Except: Our Lord lays down an unconditional rule, and there
is no other alternative.

be born again: be born spiritually.

he cannot see: he cannot experience and enjoy, and he is
absolutely unable to understand or enter into, the kingdom of

God.
the kingdom of God — God’s family, spiritual life, and

ultimately, heaven.
How can this be? — Nicodemus realises the impossibility of a
physical rebirth.

Born of water — either:
a) physical birth — if born of the flesh (cf. v.6).

b) baptism — an outward stand (Nicodemus :
) Xlso Mark 16:16, etc. came by night).
¢) the washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5).

d) the washing of water by the Word (Ephesians 5:26)

be born of the Spirit — so a spiritual birth is nec'essa.r B
is quite distinct from physical birth. However gifted m}(: 1 is
refined a person may be, he or she is altogether g ral or
blind by nature (I Corinthians 2:14). piritually
that which is born of the flesh is flesh — ’ f
life from our parents. We receive physical
that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit.— y
spiritual life from God alone. Such ll;fe is quviiz %211 receive
realm of morals, it is quite apart from what we yond the
comes through the Spirit of God only. “It is the SarF.— it
gives life” (John 6:63). pirit that
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V.7: So therefore — marvel not that . . . ye must be born again.

Every person stands in desperate need of spiritual life. Without
it he is DEAD in trespasses and sin (Ephesians 2:1), being born into
this world in a state of sin and misery, having “no life in him” (John
6:53).

A spiritual BIRTH must take place. One may be born an Anglican
or a Presbyterian or a Baptist, but one can never be born a Christian.
A re-birth is necessary for that: i.e. a far-reaching, enduring and extra-
ordinary change resulting in the passing from a self-centred life fo'a
Christ-centred and Christ-energised life — g
life” (John 5:24).

No mere reformation of character,

o, f no external profession, no
religious observances, can bring about th

is change or enable us to

inherit the kingdom of God. Only an entire change of heart, an inward

renewal of the will and affections wrought by the Spirit.of God, can
avail. :
There is nothing in our nature which God wil]
An absolutely new start is necessary. So far-reachi
nature and heart that Jesus called it a “new birth”.

This takes place, as Jesus explained to Nicodemus (John 3:9-16),
when we yield ourselves to Him, and come to rest on His Saving Power
in full surrender and whole-hearted trust. ANYONE cap have this
experience who is willing to fulfil the conditions (John 3:15-16)

SALVATION IS THROUGH FAITH. IF we BE] [
SHALL LIVE. : ELIEVE, we

Will you now believe? “He that believeth HATH e lasting life”
(John 3:36), but “he that believeth NOT is condemned vaelrr:;ctil; g(Jl:)lfn
3:18).

BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ g
SAVED (Acts 16:31). :

accept (Isaiah 64:6).
ng in this change of

nd THOU SHALT BE

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

What is the root cause of spiritual blindnegs?

What is the “New Birth” and how does the N i 2
Where is the New Birth different from “turnirfgv szérrtt; S Fla;:’c’:?.
What, is the relation between R AP
(a) The New Birth and Faith (John 1:12-13)?

(b) The New Birth and the Word of God (I Peter 1:23)?

FOR SENIORS

1. What is the relation between re
2. What is the rélation between b
Are both essential?

SR =

generation and conversion?.
aptism and the New Birth?

passing from “death unto

STUDY 4
WHICH PATH TO CHOOSE?

Bible Reading: Matthew 7:13-23.

were Moses’ final words to Israel (Deuteronomy

“Choose life!” s in a similar way of entering (or choosing)

30:19). Our Lord speak
the gate or path of life. ol
¢ Lord laid on those who had been listening to

In this passage th bility if they were to pass through the “gate to

Him a twofold responsi

Yook i he kingdom of God as an

ibility of entry into the King g a
4 g,%?vffﬁgﬁn?ﬁ; )‘I‘Enter ye in by the narrow gate™.

o do the Will of God: v.21: Not everyone

2. The responsibility t‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter into the kingdom

that saith unto me,
of Heaven . . . - o i { H : 1l
the kingdom of Heaven since a

Vilg:, All haveto emzrutlsl':izoand “all ﬁave sinned and fall short
have been boﬂfl God” (Romans 3:23). Each individual must
of the glol?’ (zjom through Jesus Christ who said, “I am the
enter”the hln%0'9) and “I am the Way (to God) . . . no one
door” (John 8 Father but by Me” (John 14:6). For “there
'Com(e)thot]il]I;tI'OName under heaven given among men whereby
is n

we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

because the Cross a_lone stands at the entry
an can enter this kingdom until he is saved
dealt with, for it is man’s sin that shuts him

The gate is narrow

to God’s kingdom. No m

— that is, until his sin 18
out of God’s presence. the Cross (I Corinthians 5

' } an’s sin at the Cross orinthians 5:21;

e Chrés.t24dezlttc )\'lell?hrg]ugh the Cross the ba’rrier of sin was swept

eter 'b > ; §-26) and the way into God’s presence opened up

?I\-\Ilal)), (He 1‘8’_‘;’9 20). But each person must come to the Cross person-

a]l;: trgwasccef;t what was done for him there. A decision to enter the

kingdom by accepting Christ is necessary.

emember definitely the day and the hour when this
o Slg)lr;:ee Cgh;rs cannot be so definite. But there must be a time
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(whether we can remember the exact moment or not) when we know
we have decided to accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and have
yielded our lives to serve Him as Lord.

V.21: Mere outward profession of faith or association with the
Church, is insufficient. We must belong to Jesus Christ.

It is possible to have a formal relationship with the Church which
is not a saving relationship with Christ. Those who wish to enter into
this “new” life must submit to the personal claims of Jesus Christ and
devote themselves genuinely and sincerely to obeying and pleasing Him.

Note more particularly the distinction between the two paths:

1. Two different gates (narrow — wide).
2. Two different ways (hard — easy). (“Broad”, i.e. easy.)
3. Two different ends (life — destruction).

The Bible clearly teaches that we must make a deliberate choice of
one path or the other. God does not force Himself on anyone (see
Revelation 3:20). YOU MUST DECIDE. “Choose you this day whom
you will serve” (Joshua 24:15).

The choice is yours. Which path is your eternal soul to travel?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Consider the conditions of “Entry into life”” outlined in this passage
What connection do you find with — ;

(a) Repentance — Mark 1:15; Luke 13:3?
(b) Faith — John 3:36; John 3:4-7?
(c) Obedience — Hebrews 5:9; II Thessalonians 1:8?

2. Is a personal decision absolutely necessary to enter the kingdom of
God?

3. What is it to ‘do the will of God’ (v.21)? (See John 6:28 ff.)

How does one discern good fruit (vv. 16, 17) in the light of
vv. 21-23?

FOR SENIORS

What does this passage teach about judgment?

2. Do verses 21-23 conflict with the doctrine of Justificati y
Faith Only? ustification by

STUDY 5
WHICH WAY TO LIVE?

Bible Reading: Mark 8:34-38.

he path of life the next question to consider is,
In the last study we noticed that the way of life
life is described as being narrow.

Having chosen t
“Which way to live?”
as well as the gate to

i deals more specifically with_ the conditions and cost

s passageg, and emphasises three main terms of discipleship:

of Christian livin .
1. Self-denial: . . - let him deny himself and take up his
' 34

cross . . - (v. ; :
5. Self surrender: “. . . who shall lose (i.e. give up) his life
for My sake . . .” (v.35).
Witness — identification with Christ, separation from the

WOrld (V.38)'
e will come after me . . .” None is forced — but
V-3 iflgna;)v/vi(l)lnleae a Christian it rpust ‘t?e on the§e terms:—
“let him deny himself . . . i.e. his own will — the exclusion

of all self-interest in all things great and small. We give up

i lives.
the right to run our Own . .
CHlS .gand take up his cross . . * — in the same spirit of

rifice as our Lord. We too must _Smeit o\ ericihmion,
isilf Osfa i)ur old self and nature, with all its selfish desires and
habits (Galatians 5:24);’ IRTH |
« . . and follow Me” — in single-eyed devotion, neither
lc.)oking to the right hand nor the left.

V.35: hosoever sha_ll hang on to his.own. life shall lose it; but
35: g(}),g:)evef shall give up his own life (in surrender) for My
sake and the Gospel’s shall find it. (See also Mark 10:29-30)

V.36: What good shall it be to you if you gain the whole world at
the cost of your own soul?

: 1 worth? Remember that for ; :
V.37: For what is your sou at for it Christ
went to the Cross — SO that the world may not cast its spell
upon you. What stupidity if we wilfully abandon our soul to

destruction!

3
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V.38: Who then is ashamed to take this stand, of him shall Jesus
Christ be ashamed . . . .

These are HIS terms of discipleship.

Two ways of living are set before us — the way of self and
the way of Christ. Shall we then
Follow man or God (v.38)?
Live for the world or the Gospel (v.35)?
Serve . God or Mammon (v.36)?
Please _ ... Self or Christ (v.34)?

The Christian Life demands nothing less than the deliberate
setting aside of self in the service of the Master. A life of wholehearted
service is the only true test as to whether a person is a citizen of the
kingdom of Heaven.

Which way are you living — for self or Christ? You alone can
answer.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Why has Jesus Christ a right to our lives?

2. What demands does the lordship of Jesus Christ make upon us
with respect to:
(a) Our time?
(b) Our material possessions?
(c) Our friendships?

3. How would you answer the statement, “You're only young once.
gm(;‘flf ‘} become a Christian now I would miss out on all the fun
in life”?

4. In what ways does the teenager try to “save his life”? What things
in the world are likely to attract the teenager away from Christ?

FOR SENIORS

How can there be conditions to discipleship when grace is free?

2. How is.the truth. of verses 35-36 worked out in the life of a church
in relation to missions, and an individual in relation to getting on
in the world?

STUDY 6

WHICH END TO REACH?

Bible Reading: Luke 8:4-15.

g : i
i g Lord e e B etorious and S o ot gt
lives.
The Seed is the Word of God (v.11).
The Soil is your heart and life.
The word has been sown in your hearts. Have you received it with
joy? Then how is it growing?
Note the four types of soil:
1. Barren — unprepared, unbroken.
2. Shallow — not watered.
3. Contaminated — not weeded.
4. Good — fruitful.

depends on the soil (i.e. ourselves) — the Seed is
alwa)rrls‘hgo;edsu}[?he eslz)ﬁ must be prepare_d. It is barren and useless until
it is broken iay Jesus Christ and this will only take place at the foot of

the Cross. Only then can W€ really understand the Word of God.

When we receive (i-€. feed upon) it, one of four things may
happen:

1. It will be taken away ... _ Ry
2. Tt will wither and disappear . v why?
3. It will be choked and lost M
4. Tt will bring forth fruit . . .......when?

Fruit — that is, a mature and stable Christian character

__ the whole result of our life. See"Galatians 5:22.

imi for themselves —
Two powers are ever claiming us ’ e 8
the world,pthe flesh and the devil on the one hand and the Love of
God in Jesus Christ on the other.
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$® Our spiritual life wil} wither and fail in the time of testing unless
it is founded and rooted in Christ. It will be weakened, corrupted and
come to nothlpg if we pay too much attention to the things of this
world, andf :ivnl]l ble .swallfowed up by the demands, pleasures and
anxieties of daily living if they become our prima ’ e
things must be purged (John 15:2). h AR Thes

The soil of our lives must be watered and tilled if spiri

. ' spiritual growth
is to take place. The weeds must be torn out. There cag be rogm for
nothing in the Christian life but single-eyed devotion to the Master's
CaIIJ_Ise, and the dedication of the whole being and all our possessions
to Him. y g

One of two ends (and only two) await each one of us: f
Life — the reward of a faithful and fruitful life (IT Tilrifét?]ycflc')gv)l'} 8r
the fate of death, bitter remorse, eternal separation from God LI
fruitless branch that is cast forth and burned (John 15:6).

To which end is your life leading?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. In what way(s) does the devil snatch away the Word from our
hearts?

2. How can we be sure our spiritual lives do not wither and die?

What and how do the riches and pleasures of this life choke the
spiritual life of the teenager? Consider the message to the Church
of Laodicea in this connection (Revelations 3:17). How can we
avoid this danger?

4. What kind of life will bear fruit? What changes are necessary in
our lives?

FOR SENIORS

1. Is the type of ‘soil’ our lives present to the Word of God a measure

of our repentance? Does a quick response to the Gospel indicate
shallow soil?

2. Can you relate the three “failures” to bear fruit in any definite
way to the devil, the flesh and the world?
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