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mitted into the Order of Junior Angli-
cans and received their badges and
certificates of membership. The Junior
Anglicans preceded the Young People's
Fellowship in the procession. The
candidates were presented by the
leader of the youth organisations, Mr.
E. E. R. Walker, who conducted the
service, and the Vicar, the Rev. J. S.
H. Cawte, preached appropriately to
the occasion.

IGRRERRGE VRGOl
VICTORIA.

Diocese of Melbourne.
DIOCESAN SYNOD.

The Synod met on October 19 and
following days. The Archbishop gave
an interesting and weighty charge.
large amount of business was done.
A resolution interesting to the Church
generally was that of Dean Langley,
in reference to the Constitution for

the Church of England in Australia.

Church Constitution.

Dean Langley moved that this Synod
hereby expresses its grave concern at
the failure of the requisite number of
dioceses to adopt a new Constitution
for the Church of England in Aus-
tralia. It records its conviction that
this lack of unity in the organisation of
our corporate life is hampering our
efficiency and hindering the Church in
achieving unity ande.co-operation with
other Christian Churches. It appeals
to the House of Bishops and the Con-
stitution Committee of General Synod
to consider afresh the urgency of
achieving one general Constitution for
the Church, and to challenge the dio-
cese to lay aside every hindrance to
the realisation of this great objective.
That His Grace the Archbishop be re-
spectfully requested to forward this
resolution to the Primate and Bishop
of Newcastle.

In so doing he had reversed his pre-
vious attitude on the “Nexus” ques-
tion, and in the cause of time he had
come to see the value of autonomy
which should be expressed in one great
instrument of government for the whole
Church in Australia. ‘At present it is
unable to express our common mind
on any national issue, although dio-
ceses (e.g., Sydney, Melbourne, New-
castle), which had accepted the Con-
stitution, include the majority of An-
glicans, and the minority should be
again approached with a view to re-
moving this barrier to general unity.
The provincial system in this State
illustrates the difficulty of united cor-
porate action even though our ‘‘con-
stitution”’ is the same, much more is it
when all Australia is considered.

A unifying constitution alone can
enable the Church to witness effect-
ively, and to tackle the great problem
of Christian re-union, he hoped, there-
fore, that this resolution would be
passed and ere long be seriously con-

sidered in General Synod, where new
needs, new services, new forms of
activity, could then be met and estab-
lished.
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disastrous at this juncture, when
the strongest calls are being made
for a maximum of men and mun-
itions. But we must be careful
of an over pessimism as well as
its contrary. We want to know
the truth all the time; and we
venture to affirm that whether
that truth be good or ill, the spirit
of the people of our own and the
Allied nations will be only inten-
sified for the consummation of
our purposes in this destructive
war. Only let our leaders and
our peoples take to heart the
divine warning, ‘‘Not by might,
nor by power, but by My Spirit,
said the Lord of Hosts.”

T T gathermg, T WO &

that that great lead has been
quietly refused by a large part,
if not the larger part, of the local
leaders. If our fears have any
justification, we have the unhappy
feeling that again, as is so usual,
Christ is being wounded in the
house of His friends. When an
evangelical minister can say that
he does not believe in the cam-
paign, we wonder what he does
believe in. In this confused and
troubled world, surely the men
and women who professedly
stand for God should sink their
own predilections and manifest
a unity of loyalty and love in fol-

cord Office or telephone X.A. 1718.
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Prayer Book history and interpre-
tation.
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“WHICH THINGS ARE AN
ALLEGORY.”

A Chaplain writes:—

“] had a yarn with the Briga-
dier who was in England recently.
He spoke of the wonderful cour-
age of the ordinary folk in the
Battle for Britain: That reminds

. me of something | read while at

Ingleburn. When a hospital in an
English town ran out of sand for
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NOTES & COMMENTS.

The War events during the
past week have raised many
hopes of Victory. The
Presage  Russian successes in
of holding and even driv-
Victory. ing back the German
armies, the kaleido-
scopic changes in North Africa,
and the campaigns nearer home,
have given new hope to occupied
countries and to the people of
the Allied nations. Many thank-
ful hearts have been joining in
praises to our Father. The vic-
tory bells rung in so many places
last Sunday were full of optimistic
hope based most truly upon the
Lord of Hosts Who is ever the
refuge and strength of His people.
A fear is noted in the cautious
words of some political leaders,
because complacency would be
disastrous at this juncture, when
the strongest calls are being made
for a maximum of men and mun-
itions. But we must be careful
of an over pessimism as well as
its contrary. We want to know
the truth all the time; and we
venture to affirm that whether
that truth be good or ill, the spirit
of the people of our own and the
Allied nations will be only inten-
sified for the consummation of
our purposes in this destructive
war. Only let our leaders and
our peoples take to heart the
divine warning, ‘‘Not by might,
nor by power, but by My Spirit,
said the Lord of Hosts.”

How is it progressing? If we
are to judge by the Press not
much is being done.
The The opening meet-
“Back-to-God” ing in the Town
Campaign. Hall, Sydney, indi-
cated a strong body
of Christian people ready for the
task, but there are indications
that loyal co-operation is not be-
ing manifested in local leadership,
Some words of the Governor of
Victoria at an Armistice service
strike us as very pertinent.

Speaking at the afternoon
people’'s service at St. Paul's
Cathedral on Sunday week, Sir
Winston Dugan said that at this
time all were members of one big
team, and each had to play the
game of life as it should be
played. All had to consider how
they were playing, and, in play-
ing, what was their attitude to
each other. The answer to that
was in Matthew 19, v 19: “Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self.” Some people were rather
inclined to ignore that command-
ment.

During the nine years he had
been in Australia, Sir Winston
Dugan said, he had met all types
of people, and he was greatly im-
pressed with the kindness and
kind-heartedness of all. ‘““There
is just a danger, however,” he
added, ‘“‘that weeds may grow
and smother this loving flower of
kindness in your hearts.”

It is the reference to “team
work’ which marks our weak-
ness. Although Church leaders
in Sydney unanimously have
issued a call and implemen-
ted that call in that great central
gathering, it would almost appear
that that great lead has been
quietly refused by a large part,
if not the larger part, of the local
leaders. If our fears have any
justification, we have the unhappy
feeling that again, as is so usual,
Christ is being wounded in the
house of His friends. When an
evangelical minister can say that
he does not believe in the cam-
paign, we wonder what he does
believe in. In this confused and
troubled world, surely the men
and women who professedly
stand for God should sink their
own predilections and manifest
a unity of loyalty and love in fol-
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lowing that leadership which
Christ has given to His Church.

Bishop Haigh, the new Bishop
of Winchester, has stirred up
for himself a hornet’s nest, and

it is a very vicious
Evening kind of hornet, by
Communion. yeason of his very

sane, Anglican and
Scriptural appeal for the admin-
istration of Holy Communion in
the evening hours for the troops
and war workers in the special
emergency of the War. We re-
print from the English “Record”
a leading article which deals tren-
chantly with the subject at issue.
[t will be seen that the Anglo-
Roman insistence on Fasting
Communion is the real issue, and
that other reasons assigned are
not really relevant. The super-
stitions surrounding that delight-
fully vague phrase, ‘““The Real
Presence,” are responsible for
much vague thinking and unfor-
tunate disunity in relation to what
is rightly termed ‘“The Sacrament
of Unity.” We commend to our
readers Bishop Dowden's little
brochure, ‘‘Define Your Terms,”
for clarity of thought concerning
the Lord’s Sugper: In that book-
let (p. 17) the good bishop says,
“One thing is absolutely certain:
[t is no part of the doctrine of
our Church that there is an ador-
able presence of our Lord's Body
and Blood in or under the forms
of bread and wine. Such lan-
guage is undiscoverable in the
doctrinal  standards of our
Church, and wholly unknown to
the Church of the early Fathers."”
In Bishop Dowden we have one
who is an admitted authority on
Prayer Book history and interpre-
tation.

_—,—

“WHICH THINGS ARE AN
ALLEGORY.”

A Chaplain writes:—

“] had a yarn with the Briga-
dier who was in England recently.
He spoke of the wonderful cour-
age of the ordinary folk in the
Battle for Britain. That reminds

. me of something | read while at

Ingleburn. When a hospital in an
English town ran out of sand for




4 The Australian Church Record

October 19, 1942,

its sandbags, sacks were filled
from the public gardens. When
spring came, green shoots ap-
peared through cracks of the
sacking, and soon the whole grim
barricade blossomed with yellow
daffodils. This is true, but it is
also an allegory. Do you re-
remember that little thing | had
in the parish paper about eigh-
teen months ago:
" 'Old London's time-encrusted
walls,
Are but the work of human
hands,
What man has fashioned for
us falls,
What God has breathed into

us stands.’ "’
PN S,

REUNION CONFERENCE AT
CANBERRA.

In view of the many enquiries which
have reached me on the subject, |
think | had better try to make clear
what did, and what did not, happen
at a recent conference at Canberra.
By some of the reports which appeared
in the Press, the impression seems to
have been given that all the unhappy
divisions of non-Roman Christendom
had been miraculously healed, and that
the various denominations had agreed
to complete and immediate intercom-
munion, and to a policy of future joint
ordination. | need hardlly tell you
that any such impression was based
upon a misunderstanding. These are
the actual facts:—

Five years ago at a missionary con-
ference in Sydney the problem of In-
tercommunion between the various de-
nominations working in Papua was dis-
cussed. It was felt that it would be
of great service to the Christian cause
if some method could be devised where-
by the ministrations of each Mission
could be made acceptable to the mem-
bers of every other, so that any Papuan
Christian in the non-Roman areas of
the island, could enjoy the privilege
of receiving Holy Communion at the
hands of whatever denomination was
at work in the area to which he had
come to live. As the result of the
iscussion an unofficial and informal
Study Group was formed, comprising
representatives of the three non-Roman
Missions working in Papua—Anglican,
Methodist and Congregationalist. The
group's object was to see whether the
present obstacles to Intercommunion
could be overcome without any vio-
lation of principles which might be
dear to any of the denominations con-
cerned. The Group believed itself to
have found a promising line of ap-
proach to the problem. They also
came to feel that this line of approach
could be made to apply to the problem
of Intercommunion in general, and not
merely in one particular mission field.

Accordingly, they invited representa-
tives of each Protestant denomination
to join in the discussions, and this invi-
tation was accepted by the Presbyter-
ians, The Group, thus enlarged, con-
tinued its studies, and eventually pro.
duced the scheme which has aroused
considerable interest in many quarters.
Highly-placed Anglican dignitaries and
scholars have given to it some most
encouraging commendation: so also
have prominent scholars of other de-
nominations. In America our pro-
posals have been adopted en bloc as
the basis of the negotiations now pro-
ceeding for union between Anglicans
and Presbyterians., It is only right to
add that there are some—perhaps
many—in- our own and in other com-
munions who view the proposals with
misgivings, and regard them as likely
to create rather than to heal divisions.
The matter is still entirely in the air,
and of course no effect can be given
to the scheme except by officially ap-
proved action on the part of all the
denominations concerned, Many are
hoping and praying that, if it be in
accordance with God's will, such offi-
cially approved action may somewhere
and somchow be made possible in the
not very distant future,

That is how the matter stands. The
conference at Canberra was the first
opportunity members of the Group
had had of explaining and commend-
ing their scheme to an organised con-
ference in another part of Australia,
We met for three days, holding con-
ferences of clergy and ministers in the
mornings, and addressing public meet-
ings at night. In the encfthe Canberra
conference adopted resolutions giving
general approval to the proposals, and
pledging its members to make them
more widely known with a view to
their official acceptance by the denom-
inations concerned. Meanwhile the
original Group will continue its work.
It is hoped to publish in the fairly near
future a book setting out the history
and nature of the proposals in full.
More widespread and intelligent dis-
cussion of them will then be possible.

neeed hardly say that the Group
would be most grateful for your
prayers.—From the Bishop of New-
castle’s Letter.

CHURCHWOMEN’S RALLY.

A Churchwomen’s Rally will
be held at which gifts may be
made for ““The Church Record”

appeal. Particulars later.
i
TASMANIA.

THE MISSIONS TO SEAMEN,

The 27th annual meeting of the
Mission was held in the Seamen's In-
stitute on Monday evening, October 19,
at 8 o'clock, when the annual report
and financial statement of the Mission
and Ladies' Harbour Lights Guild was

presented, followed by a social evening,

EVENING COMMUNION.

“Our Appeal is to the Ancients, to
the very furthest antiquity,” was the
assertion of the learned and saintly
Bishop Andrewes concerning the Re-
formed Anglican Church. Such .an
appeal can be most fittingly and fear-
lessly made concerning the Domin-
ical and early Catholic practice of
Evening Communion, which for the last
few weeks has again been vigorously
attacked in certain ecclesiastical quar-
ters. The c}mllenge can easily be met
on the grounds of scriptural practice
and early primitive and Catholic us-
age. To say that “there is no reason
why people should not reverently at-
tend an Evening Celebration,” is a
very mild negative understatement,
since there are strong and valid rea-
sons why all people may, and very
many should, attend them. It is cus-
tomary in certain ‘‘Anglo-Catholic"
circles to disregard the practice of our
Lord and to dismiss it as “‘a unique
occasion”” which can form no prece-
dent. But the fact that St, Paul and
the Apostolic Church followed this
divine example of Evening Commu-
nions cannot be lightly swept aside.
It is scarcely open to question that the
gradual discontinuance of the Evening
Eucharist during the second century
was due to the State prohibition of
Evening Meetings, as politically dan-
gerous, and not to any ecclesiastical
rule against the custom. As long as
Christianity continued to be a “religio
illicita,” to avoid unnecessary persecu-
tion the Christians soon found it wiser
and also easier to assemble for their
Eucharist early in the day, but in the
beginning of the third century Tertul-
lian refers to Morning Celebrations as
in the nature of exceptions to the pre-
vious rule of Evening Communions,
His disciple Cyprian explained the rea-
son for varying the custom of Christ
—"because the people could not so
well all come together in the evening
as in the morning” (Bingham, Vol, 4,
p. 408 (1834)). As late as the fifth
century, Evening Communions were
usual in the Egyptian Churches, and
the second Trullan Council of 692,
which forbade them, was not accepted
in the West. St. Augustine in his Let-
ter to Januarius declares that both
Morning and Evening Celebrations are
in accord with the Christian Faith, al-
though he leaves the question, as our
Church does in Article VI, to the
authority of Scripture. Much more
similar early patristic evidence could
be adduced. It is not therefore sur-
prising that the Church of England,
which-has no wish to disregard a sec-
ondary appeal to ‘'Ancient Authors,”
should have laid down no rubrical
direction in the Prayer Book for any
particular time for the celebration of
oly Communion. Except that it
should be celebrated after morning
prayer (as the Gospels for Palm Sun-
day and Good Friday indicate). Canon
21 declares that it shall be ministered
“at such times as every parishioner

may communicate at the least thrice
a year.”
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It is small wonder that with the
revolutionary changes of our modern
life in the last century, due largely to
discoveries and inventions and altere
industrial  -onditions, Bishop Tho-
rold, of Winchester, should have de-
clared that without Evening Commu-
nions (for which he had always ‘}'md
a strong personal prejudice) th'e
Church would practically excommuni-
cate the great body of the wives an'c!
mothers of the poorer wmking classes
(Second Charge, 1885, p. 66). An_d
certainly this assertion is no less valid
to-day. Therefore on the ground of
expediency and necessity alone, all
churchpeople should be ready to en-
dorse the dictum of the late Arch-
bishop Thomson when he said that
“where there are two ways of~ per-
forming a religious service, that is not
the worst which follows the example
of the Lord." The late Dean Hook
acted on this principle when he foun.d
it necessary, for the benefit of his
flock, to introduce Evening Commu-
nion at Leeds in the last century.

But the Tractarians and their qu-
ern followers have countered the scrip-
tural and Catholic custom of Evening
Communions by their insistence on Fhe
medieval rule for Fasting Communion
—a rule, which in its present ng!d
form, was never made obligatory till
the time of Thomas Aquinas in 12.70‘
St.. Paul's injunction to his Corinthian
converts to eat at home before attend-
ing the Eucharistic servick shows hpw
unscriptural such a binding regulation
as this is, and the Upper House of
Convocation (followed by that of York
in 1899) was certainly right to declare
that *‘the Church of England in accord-
ance with the principle of liberty laid
down in Article XXXIV ceased to re-
quire the Communion to b.e ICCEIVE.d
fasting.” The origin of tbls supersti-
tious and unscriptural pracnce\yasprob-
ably largely due to the adoption very
early by churchmen of Gnostic ideas
of the merits of asceticism. But even
so, there is no mention of fasting Com-
munion in the Didache, or in the first
two centuries, and it did not become a
recognised usage until the end of the
fourth century. The unchantabl_c dog-
matic insistence on the practice of
many Tractarians in the las! century
provoked Bishop Samuel Wilberforce
to denounce it asd"dete?table r:\‘ater':

ialism,”” and a ‘‘disgusting no ion.”’
l(Burgcm, “Lives of Twelve G.ood.Men,
p. 271.) Such a condemnation is none
too severe when we recall th'e.fact,
which Mr. Percy Dearmer reahstxca_l]y
stated, that “it is not the .|‘)rlly which
receives the sacrament’ (.The ’Truth
About Fasting,” p. 10), since in_the
Eucharist Christ is only "our"splnfual
food and sustenance,”’ and “‘we fe.ed
on Him in our hearts by faith with
thanksgiving.” If, therefore, the chief
argument against Evemng‘Commumon
is this insistence on Fasting Commu-
nion, that, as Bishop ]acksor'\'_ of Lon-
don, declared, *'is worthless.
No one to-day would wish to inter-
fere with so universal and helpful an

“innovation” as Morning Celebrations,

which are perhaps the most prominent
feature of our modern Church life. But
there remains still a natural desire of
many of our Lord's most earnest dis-
ciples to follow His own institution and
example and gather round His Holy
Table at an Evening Celebration, and
it would be a grievous sin and injury
and even ‘‘flat heresy' to try to pre-
vent countless of such devout souls
who are reverently and “re]igiouﬁly
and devoutly disposed” from receiving
the ‘“‘most comfortable sacrament of
the Body and Blood of Christ” in the
quiet evening hour which they find
most helpful spiritually or only pos-
sible to them.

It is not really relevant to intrude
into this subject the further disturbing
question of Reservation since !}}‘e .Salc-
rament was certainly not so ‘‘minis-
tered according to Christ’s ordinance,”
nor is such a practice “agreeable with
the institution of Christ”” (Articles 19
and 27) —From "“The Record.”

FRR (e
THE SCIENCE OF PRAYER.
(Contributed.)

In times past men communicated
one with the other by the voice or
by sight, using manual or smoke
signals.

In time, the telegraph, the tele-
phone, the cable were invented; and
wonderful as these inventions were
they all required a visible material
medium (the wire or the cable). Sever
these and communica‘ion ceased.

Yet we pass a stage further and
we come to the wireless, Here we
have communication without visible
means, This certainly was an object-
lesson to all willing to learn the many
implications of the validity of prayer
(invisible, instantaneous so far as our
finite conception allows—light waves
travel at 182,000 miles per second—
and over practically limitless dis-
tances).

But science did not stop here, for
we now have the power ‘of sight ex-
panded by television. Further, there
is a machine in operation which re-
cords whether the spoken word is in
agreement with the thoughts. Does
this suggest the idea that thought may
one day be found to be tangible?

No wonder scientists are diffident
about being dogmatic on apparently
unexplainable happenings, as they
realise that the seemingly impossible
of to-day is often the actuality of
to-morrow.

How does prayer operate?

It is axiomatic, that if causes are
the same the 1esults will be the same.

Newton's first law of Nature states:
“All things remain in a state of rest
or uniform motion in a straight line
unless acted upon by some force
external to itself."

A book on a table remains in a
static condition unless some external
force is exerted upon it, A ball

ecord

thrown in the air would continue its
upward path at an uniform rate but
for the fact that an external force—
gravity—operates, retards the speed,
brings it to a standstill and attracts
it to the earth at an accelerating rate.

By the introduction of another cause
the condition of the book and the
speed of the ball is affected and
another condition prevails.

“Prayer changes things." This was
a motto hanging in the study of the
rector of a large suburban parish of
which the writer was a parishioner
many years ago. It was so provoca-
tive that the writer was constrained to
try and think out a logical reason for
such a challenging statement. It was
as follows: Prayer introduces a new
cause and therefore recasts conditions.

Why, therefore, is prayer not
answered ?

When dialling a number for the
telephone or tuningin to a wireless
station particular care is taken to dial
the correct number or to tune into
the right wave-length, knowing full
well that carelessness will result in
failure to achieve one's ohjective,

Much prayer is careless. We fail
to get an answer because we are not
in tune,

Firstly, there is too much subjective
and not enough objective prayer.
While the former has its uses, it has
not the challenging force of objective
prayer, which takes God at His word.
It lacks the element of faith or has a
faith which resembles the schoolboy's
howler which defined faith ‘‘as believ-
ing something we know is not true."”
But passing from the scriptural de-
finition of faith as given in Hebrews,
that given recently by a scientist is
well worth pondering: “Faith is a cer-
tainty about something we cannot yet
prove, and this certainty springs from
an intuitive faculty which transcends
reason."’

Secondly, truth and positive not
negative righteousness must be found
in the person praying. Truth—the
prayer must come from unfeigned lips.
Positive right doing—the righteous cry
and the Lord heareth them. Negative
righteousness or wrong-doing must not
obtain. Standards set by the Com-
mandments, the Sermon on the Mount,
duty towards God and our neighbour
as found in the Catechism, and the
invitation in the Service of Holy Com-
munion provide much food for
thought,

Perhaps one of the least recognised
values of prayer is the need of a con-
sistent, honest self-examination by the
prayer.

Thirdly. Jesus said: ‘*Whatsoever
ye shall ask in My Name that will |
do." The Epistle of James says: “Ye
ask and receive not, because ye ask
amiss.” ¢

There are many prayers made
which cannot have the endorsement of
Christ. They are like unsigned letters
and may well be termed anonymous
prayers, and with all reverence it may
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be said that heaven's wastepaper
basket must be full of such,

To pray, therefore, is no light mat-
ter, demanding much of the person
praying.

What is meant is well expressed
by an item from a diary kept during
the last war and recently published.
It is most appropriate to the present
day.

“It has been my experience that
before a prayer for a great favour
can be offered with any hope of suc-
cess, one has to put up some security,
some valuable collateral to attest one's
sincerity and willingness to toss into
it everything one can assemble,

"l expect people would .have to
bring forward a mighty fine record of
internal and privately possessed peace
before they could hope to do much
with their petitions for a world at

war,”
PERSONAL.

The death has been recorded of
John William Anderson, of the Church
at Childers, Queensland, at the age
of 80 years. By his passing the church
and district has lost one of its stal-
warts, for at different times he has
beeen churchwarden, parochial coun-
cillor, Sunday School superintendent,
and parish secretary, and above all, a
loyal and faithful worshipper.

. . . .

Miss Sidney L. Warren, B.A., Dip.
Ed,. has been appointed to the position
of head mistress of Girton Church of
England Girls' Grammar School, Ben-
digo, Victoria, in succession to Miss O.
Gordon, M.A., Dip.Ed. Miss Warren
has been principal of the C.E.G.G.S.
at Mt. Gambier, Victoria, acting head
mistress of CE.G.G.S., Bowral, New
South Wales, and prinicpal of C.E.G.
G.S., Cremorne, N.S.W., and has, for
the last nine years, been senior mis-
tress at Toorak Co"ege Frankstown,
Victoria,

* * ® .

Canon K. S. C. Single, who has been
rector of East Maitland, N.S.W., for
the past fourteen years, is to succeed
Rey. H. C. Barnes of St. Peter's, Ham-
ilton, N.S.W.

* L] * L3

We desire to express our sympathy
with the Rev. G. F. B. Manning on
the death of his wife after a long and
trying illness. Mr. Manning was for
many years rector of All Saints’, Par-
ramatta, N.S.W.

Lieut..General B. L. Montgomery,
Commander of the Eighth Army in the
Middle East, is a son of a former Bish-
op of Tasmania, His father (the Rt.
Rev. Henry Hutchinson Montgomery)
was Bishop of Tasmania from 1889 to
1902. Bernard Montgomery was not
born in Tasmania, but spent his school-
days there, at Hobart. He subsequently
returned to England with his father,
and in 1906 joined the Royal War-
wicks Regiment in India, where his
grandfather was lieutenant-governor,
Recently Mrs. Mortgomery had the
pleasure of meeting Mrs. Roosevelt in

England,
. . .

Canon H. Dewhurst has accepted the
parish of St, Mary's, Caulfield, Mel-
bourne, in succession to *‘Canon” H, T,
Langley, now Dean of Melbourne.

. . . .

Miss I. Claydon, daughter of the
late Canon Claydon and Mrs, Claydon,
of Wahroonga, has heen appointed to
the matronship of the Home of Peace,
Marrickville, N.S.W., in place of mat-

ron Sowter, who has resigned.
A

PROPER PSALMS AND
LESSONS.

November 22, 25th Sunday after
Trinity,

M.: Eccles. xi and xii; John
xix |13 or Heb. xi 1-16; Psalms
145, 146.

E.: Hag ii 1-9 or Mal. iii and
iv; John xx or Heb. xi 17-xii 2
or Luke xv 16; Psalms 147, 148,
149, 150.

November 29, 1st Sunday in
Advent (St. Andrew’s Eve).

M.: Isa. i 1-20; John iii [-21
?r7l Thess. iv 13-v 11; Psalms

E.: Isa. ii or i 18; Matt. xxiv |-
28 or Rev. xiv 13-xv 4; Psalms
45, 46.

December 6, 2nd Sunday in
Advent.

M.: Isa v; John v 19-40 or 2
Pet. iii 1-14; Psalms 9, 11.

E.: Isa x 33-xi 9 or xi 10-xii;
Matt. xxiv 29 or Revel. xx [-xxi

8; Psalms 50, 67.
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THE PREMIER OF QUEENS-
LAND.

Entertained by Sydney
Churchmen,

Mr. J. A. Cooper, the new
Premier of Queensland, was en-
tertained to lunch on Saturday
last by the Archbishop of Syd-
ney and a number of Churchmen.
Mr. Cooper, for ten years, from
1890 to 1900, was on the clerical
staff of the Sydney Diocesan Reg-
istry, and his after-dinner speech
on Saturday was a treat thor-
oughly enjoyed by those who had
the privilege of hearing-him.

He paid a fine tribute to Arch-
bishop Saumarez Smith and Mr.
Robert Atkins,the Registrar under
whom he served. He said the
training he had received in the
Sydney Registry fitted him for
his later responsible position as
Treasurer of the Queensland Gov-
ernment and now as Premier.

A number of interesting inci-
dents were related concerning the
Registry and Synod. Two Synod
stories are worth relating_

A debate in Synod had been
in progress for some time on the
question as to whether clergy
should be designated in-
cumbents or rectors. The Rev.
S. S. Tovey, in the course of his
remarks, said that his mind al-
ready had been made up and his
vote as good as registered, for
that morning his wife had placed
some note-paper in his study on
which she had printed “The Rec-
tory.” (Was this a case of a
Di-Rector being installed ?>—FEd.)

On another occasion a hot de-
bate had taken place on the ques-
tion as to whether the Archbishop
had the inherent right, or the
Synod, to arrange for special ser-
vices and prayers in Church ? One
clergyman, a little hesitant in his
speech, electrified Synod by poin-
ting to the Archbishop and say-
ing: “Is it right that a dog like
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you''—hesitation by the speaker
and embarrassment on the part of
the Archbishop who half rose
from his chair—"‘Is it right,” he
repeated, “‘that a dog like you,”
and again hesitated. He finally
proceeded, ‘‘Is it right that a dog
like you, sir, should be wagged
by a tail like us.”

Mr. Cooper, in his speech, paid
tribute to a number of stalwarts
of the past in the diocese of Syd-
ney, and feelingly remarked that
he was deeply touched by the
kindness of the Archbishop in
inviting him to lunch and by the
presence of so many churchmen
from the diocese which always
had a large place in his heart.

Words of welcome were spoken
by the Archbishop, Archdeacon
Martin and Rev. A. Killworth,
who remembered Mr. Cooper at
the Registry, and by Sir Kelso
King.

The arrangements for the lunch
were made by Mr. H. V. Archi-
nal, diocesan secretary, concern-
ing whom the Archbishop said he
hoped he had no political aspir-
ations after hearing Mr. Cooper.

A very happy gathering was
concluded by His Grace pronoun-
cing the Benediction.

It should be added that Mr.
Cooper is a churchwarden of his
parish church in Brisbane, and
represents St. John's Cathedral in
Synod.

el e
PRAYER BOOK REVISION.
(Rev. B. R. Horsley, B.A.)

Dr, Temple, the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, in his presidential address to
the Upper House of Convocation, has
recently made some extremely inter-
esting remarks which have a bearing
upon Prayer Book revision.

“, . . We need supplementary
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forms of service for those who are
not ready to participate in our ac-
customed forms of morning and even-
ing prayer . . . We also need to
make traditional forms as valuable
as possible to our people. There
should be every five years a course
of sermons explaining the Prayer
Book Services, ) —S.MH.,
15/10/42,

This pronouncement, upon analysis,
reveals some interesting facts.

The Need for Prayer Book Revision.

The Archbishop acknowledges that
there is an urgent need for the revi-
sion of our Prayer Book when he ad-
mits that the present forms of service
do not meet the need of many people
who are, nomin;llly at lf:nst, members
of the Church of England. Of course,
there is no doubt that his Grace is
well aware that many people menr]y
use this objection as an excuse to jus-
tify their failure to join in public wor-
ship. But there is evidently some truth
in the statement that some folk find
the Prayer Bock inadequate or diffi-
cult, for Dr. Temple thinks that it
needs 'cxplzumtion at least every five
years.

It is plain, then, that there is a
need for a revision, for Church of
England people have a right to enjoy
the use of a Prayer which in the first
place is simple and clear in its mean-
ing, and secondly, fills the needs of
the vast majority of those who really
desire to worship God publicly in our
grand old Church.

The Kind of Revision Needed,

Of course, we do not want the kind
of “revision" which was offered to us
in the Deposited Book of 1928. This
was a reversion rather than a revision;
it was an attempt to make the Church
of England speak with two wvoices on
the doctrine of the Lord's Supper.
It is the Prayer Book that needs revi-
sion, not the authorised standards of
doctrine of the Church of England.
The return to a more mediaeval form
of worship is not desired by the major-
ity of people, but many people would
like to see the removal of words which
have changed their meaning during the
three centuries which have passed since
the last revision.

An Example of Successful Revision.

It is by no means impossible to
revise the Prayer Book without end-
less controversy. Revision has been
carried through successfully in Canada
and in the Church of Ireland. In
neither case was any alteration made
in the Prayer Book which would have
altered the standard of doctrine; hence
the peacefulness with which this im-
portant task was accomplished in each
case. There is no valid reason why
something similar should not be done
in Australia, The Canadian Church
has enriched its Prayer Book with
many new prayers for special occa-
sions (to mention only one feature of
their revision) ; why cannot the Aus.
tralian Church do the same?

What Should be Altered?

To ask this question is to tread
upon dangerous ground. But it must
l)_e faced. Here are a few sugges-
tiong—

I. Morning and Evening Prayer to
remain much as they are, with verbal
alterations,

2. Extra prayers and thanksgivings
for special occasions,

3. The Holy Communion to remain
unchanged in the main, with the pos-
sible omission of the now unused ex.
hortation, or their inclusion, in short.
cm?d form, in the exhortation or invi.
tation,

4. Some forms of service to be de-
leted altogether, as, for example, the
Visitation Office and the Commination
Service,

5. Provision of a new form of ser-
vice for the burial of a child,

6. Alterations in the Office for the
Public Baptism of Infants, so that it
shall not seem to contradict the teach-
ing of the Articles (some such form
of service as that used in the Free
Church of England might be used as
a guide).

Of course, these are only sugges-
tions, representing the viewpoint of
one person. But the fact remains that,
beautiful and dignified though our
Prayer Book be, there is no reason
why it should not be improved with-
out sacrificing anything of its beauty
and its dignity, yet adding to its sim-
plicity and to its usefulness. It is not
a task which could be completed in a
year, but in the opinion of the writer,
it is a task worth attempting,
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ADVENT.

“Lo! He comes with clouds
descending,
Once for favoured sinners slain.”

wrote Charles Wesley. His hymn
appears in every collection
worthy of a place in the Church
of England. This is an anomaly
which must, sooner or later, be
faf:ed. We are praying one
thing, singing the same thing and
refusing to give intellectual credit
to whzgt we pray or sing.

Modern Rationalisation of the
Second Advent.

Psychologists tell us that ration-
alisation is one method that the
individual adopts to overcome
disturbing complexes. It may
take the form of "projection’ when
we attribute to others the faults
we would otherwise discover in
ourselves. We gain our self-re-
spect at the cost of a mild decep-
tion. Sometimes we think there
may be an element of ‘‘projec-
tion"' in branding opinions as ' ob-
scurantist,” “‘old-fashioned,” *‘tra-
ditional.” It may be a form of
escapism from the disturbing
consciousness that the Bible and
the Church authorities which the
modernists still profess to rev-
erence, bear witness to the Sec-
ond Advent. Sometimes ration-
alisation takes the form of re-
interpretation. We disguise our
uneasiness by putting another
dress upon it. This is a very com-
mon form of self-delusion. How
often we hear protests, ‘‘| be-
lieve as firmly as you do, but |
look at things from a different
angle.”” This form of re-interpre-
tation is rife at the present time.
Those who adopt it most whole-
heartedly are ready to smile tol-
erantly at a literalism which is-
sues in their judgment in absurdi-
ties. Cowper ridicules this ten-
dency to split hairs so as to avoid
the appearance of condoning
what we ought to condemn.

“Renou'nce the world the preacher

cries.

We do! a multitude replies,

But one as innocent regards

A snug and friendly game of cards.

O‘thvrs no matter what you say
Can see no evil in a play,
Reviled and loved, renounced and
followed,
Thus bit by bit the world is swal-
lowed.”
; We are all good at rationalisa-
tion, and we cannot afford lightly
to condemn others. Yet like all
other false assurances, rationali-
sation takes its revenge in time.
Wfs seek for unity and the false
unity must disappear either by a
deﬁn.ite rejection of the whole
conflicting concept or by surren-
der to it and a consequent altera-
tion of our modes of thought and

life.

The denial of the Second Ad-
vent has led directly to the denial
of the First Advent, when the
logical process has worked itself
out.

The Problem of Advent.

When we seek to explain the
development of thought which
has led from a denial of the Sec-
ond Advent to the denial of the
First Advent, we find it runs its
course somewhat as follows:—

It is returning to a materialistic
conception of the work of God,"”
argues the movement, ‘‘to assert
that at a given time and in a given
place the Lord of Glory shall be
manifested. He has entered into
a Resurrection state free from
the trammels of earth. We can-
not bind Him again by any con-
dition of space and time.” But
what we may call the ultra-mod-
ernist presses the thought fur-
ther home. "At no time,” says
the ultra-modernist, ‘‘is there
room for a temporal and spatial
conception of the work of God.
We cannot bind the Eternal Spirit
in the trappings of the mundane.
Jesus of Nazareth may have been
the highest exposition of the Eter-
nal Spirit ever seen on earth, but
'the Spirit is transcendent. There
is a connection indeed, but there
cannot be an identity between
any earthly manifestation and the
f:hangeless God of all eternity. It
is a mistake to speak of God tak-

ing up the manhood though it is
true that in a limited sense He
was manifest in the flesh.” There
is no rational answer to this ob-
jection once the premises are ad-
mitted. That is the burden
which presses on men to-day. We
have lost touch with the historic
Christ. There is no use refusing
to face the issue. Either God
can realise Himself in conditions
of time and space or the whole
Christian system, not merely the
doctrine of the Second Advent,
goes to pieces.

The Evidence of the Second
Advent.

We can approach the question
on what may be called the factual
plane. The First Advent is well
attested. This means that God
has “‘manifested Himself in his-
tory.”  Not only is there the
immanent Spirit operating in all
human experience, but there is
the development of a new factor.
God Himself in the Incarnate Son
enters the stream of human con-
sciousness. This is an act we could
not have known apart from reve-
lation. Hence we are dependent
on r?ve]ation for its further ex-
pansion,

But revelation is abundantly
clear on certain features in God's
redemptive purposes. Our Lord
Jesus Christ has never surrend-
ered the manhood which He as-
sumed at the Incarnation. He is
stil God and man. And He
utilises His manhood for purposes
of grace. ‘‘He can be touched
with the feelings of our infirmi-
ties.”" Intercession is exercised
by the human Christ in heaven.
This is a point which is frequently
overlooked. Men talk of ‘“the
state of humiliation” as if it
meant the human condition of
our Lord. The continued union
of the Godhead and manhood has
to be more emphasised if we are
to understand the fulness of the
great salvation wrought for us by
our Lord Jesus Christ.

This intimate union suggests a
great consummation. God will
sum up all things'' in Jesus Christ
our Lord. There will be an ‘ap-
pearing of the great God and our
Saviour. And this too will be a
human appearing. “Every eye

4.
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shall see Him.” The great re-
sources of the Eternal God will
once more be exemplified in
grace and judgment in the revela-
tion of the Man Christ Jesus,
who shall now appear apart from
sin unto salvation. These are but
a few of the great messages con-
cerning the Second Coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. They are
sufficient to show that it occupies
an integral position in the revela-
tion of God to man,

The Conclusion.

If our readers have followed
this brief review of an important
truth in theology, they cannot fail
to be impressed with the momen-
tous character of the doctrine of
the Second Advent. The whole
of salvation, as well as the whole
of eschatology, is closely bound
up with sound views on this great
happening. It is possible to re-
duce it to rather profitless discus-
sion as to the exact circumstances
attendant on the final manifesta-
tion of the Son of God. Times
and seasons are rigidly fixed and
Christians sharply divided on the
interpretation of unfulfilled pro-
phecy. Not that all such specu-
lation is, of necessity, unprofit-
able. It only becomes so when
it is allowed to obscure the much
greater truth that has been here
outlined. Jesus Christ the Lord
of Glory is the final end of man.
He was sent by the Father to
create the world and He came as
man to redeem the world of
God's creation.  The fact that
He can enter into intimate union
with the sons of men and retain
forever the nature He once
adopted places the whole of hu-
man activity on an entirely new
plane. Those who belong to
Christ are members of His body.
The final purpose of creation is
displayed in them and in them
only. The Greeks looked for an
immortality in which the weak-
nesses of earth are sublimated.
We find a Man seated at God's
right hand clothed in a renewed
but nevertheless a human body.
We therefore look for a resurrec-
tion of the dead as well as the life
of the world to come. And there
is a cosmic significance in the
manifestation of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He came that “‘the world
through Him might be saved.”
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It is reasonable, in the light of
this revelation, to look for a wind-
ing-up of the world's story in
which its purpose may be made
plain. This can only be achieved
when man is given his right place.
He takes that place and can only
take it in union with His Saviour.
The world rolls on towards an
inevitable conclusion and that
conclusion must be manifested.
['he Babe in the manger was the
true Son of God “although unrec-
ognised. It is not fitting that the
clouds should always cover His
glory. There will be a display of
His completed victory when the
kingdoms of this world shall be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord.
[t is not a fancy but an inevitable
sequence of God's revealed will
that our Lord Jesus Christ should
come to take His power and
reign. It is our privilege to be
ready.
e, donamcay
AT THE HEART OF THE
EMPIRE.

Response to the King's Call to Prayer
was perhaps more striking on Thurs-
day of last week than %en any of the
previous National Days of Prayer ap-
pointed during this war, The fact that
a week-day had been set apart for this
purpose broughl home to the pvop]e
that the spiritual issues involved are
not something apart from everyday
life and work, but are vitally integral
thereto. That the day marked the
third anniversary of the war also im-
parted added solemnity. Throughout
the land people turned aside from their
multifarious duties in offices, work-
shops, and fields, at |1 o'clock in the
morning—the time at which the fate-
ful news of the declaration of war was
given three years ago—to listen to the
broadcast service, or to participate in
a simple act of worship and interces-
sion, People gathered in such large
numbers at this hour in many churches
open for private prayer, that spontan-
eous Servifes were ﬂ’l‘ﬂngcd—we ]19711'
of one Baptist church where the chapel-
keeper, anxious that the people should
not be disappointed, himself led them
to the Throne of Grace,

In London, central churches were
open all day long, and were filled with
a constant succession of people enter-
ing for longer or_ shorter periods of
prayer and meditation. Supreme
among these, of course, was Westmin-
ster Abbey, where the Prime Minister
and several members of the Cabinet
were among the overflowing congrega-
tion for the 1 o'clock service, at which
the Archbishop of Canterbury preach-
ed. When we visited the Abbey later
in the day the seating accommodation
was practically filled with worshippers
privately engaged in prayer,

9

HUGE CROWDS AT ST. PAUL'S
St. Paul's Cathedral had a series of

services, including two at lunch-time,
at each of which the vast precincts
were crowded. Long queues were
stretched half-way round the building
when we arrived for the first of these.
During the service a densely packed
crowd stood beneath the dome, when
all the seats were full, and participated
reverently, with bowed heads, in the
prayers. A group of turbaned Indian
soldiers stood near the door. Loud-
speakers on the front steps carried the
service to the overflow crowds assem-
bled there. In the afternoon the Lord
Mayor of London and the Sheriffs at-
tended Evensong in the Cathedral,

From St. Paul's we proceeded to
Westminster Chapel, where Dr. G.
Campbell Morgan conducted a service
at 1 o'clock, for which the body of
the church was well filled. Dr. Mox-
gan did not preach; he said he could
do no better than let Psalm 37, which
he read, speak for itself: it was a tes-
timony to the triumph of faith over
adverse circumstances, Among the
men in uniform were one or two Ameri-
cans,

Other well.known churches which
drew large congregations were St. Mar-
tin-in-the-Fields, the Chapel Royal of
the Savoy, St. Sepulchre's, Holborn,
and Bloomsbury Central Church; while
in the ruins of many of the burned-out
churches people stood for brief ser-
vices. On the fringe of the City, the
President of the Methodist Conference
conducted a service in Wesley's Chapel
and Congregationalists held their offi-
cial service in the Memorial Hall, Far-
rington Street,

In Greater London and the country
as ‘a whole, the evening was a more
convenient time for united gatherings,
and places of worship of all kinds held
seasons of prayer and rededication, In
many localities United Services were
held, some of an official nature, with
Mayors and Councillors attending.
Notable among these was that at Toot-
ing Parish Church, where a moving
address was given by Lieut.Gen, Sir
William Dobbie; the congregation,
which flled the church well before the
appointed time, included a contingent
of the Home Guard.

The day culminated with a broad-
cast service at 9.20 p.m., in which the
Moderator of the Church of Scotland
and the Moderator of the Federal Free
Church Council participated, and a
forthright challenging address was
given by the Archbishop of Canter-
bury. Dr. Temple spoke faithfully of
the spiritual aspect of the war, and
of our country's spiritual condition and
need. He then called the people to
repentance and to faith.—From The
Life of Faith.

' A.C.R. PUBLISHING FUND.

The Management Committee acknow-
ledges with grateful appreciation the
following donations:—Rev. F. B. Mul-
lens 12/-; amounts under 5/-, 1/




10 The Austrrqliapﬁ C»l}}u'ch Record October 19, 1942,

THE BIBLEMAN'é ‘GORNEH.

(Rev. A, W. Stuart, B.A.)

THE BIBLE FOR TO-DAY.
The Bible is still read by thousands

of men and women who eagerly scan
its pages. At the Bible House in Syd-
ney the sales have been rationed be.
cause the supply is limited. Where
retail houses put forward their re.
quests, only a percentage can be
hnnd'ed to them. This indicates short-
age in supp]ies. but it also stresses the
continued demand in the community

for the Word of God.

THE NEEDY WORLD,

The people of Europe are finding
new value in the Bible to-day. From
the occupied countries of Norway, Den-
mark, France and Holland, come re.
ports of eager reading of the Bible,
and a new discovery of the mission of
thg Christian Church. Hardships have
dnve_n men and women to a new ap-
preciation of the Book of Books, and
the necessity of embodying in life the
message of Scripture,

THE SOLDIER, THE SAILOR, THE
AIRMAN, - T

The British and Foreign Bible
Society, with its State Bible House at
95 Bathurst Street, is maintaining a
steady distribution of New Testaments
to th.e men and women of the Fighting
Services of New South Wales, Small
pocket volumes are available free to
members of the Services, blue for the
Air Fgl:ce and the Navy, and khaki for
the military. The distribution has also

Fetrf eé(tended toUthe Women's Units
or the Services, p to the present -
ment .80.000 New Testanl:ents hr:voe
been given away free, and the distribu-
tion will continue while the war lasts
Each - Testament  costs the Societ);
roughly sixpence each and many gifts
reach the Bible House for this purpose.

IS IT WORTH WHILE »

One C]:xaplain wrote, “In my work
as chaplain to the Forces, | have seen
many thousands leave for overseas
probab]._v 14,000 having gone from m);
own brigade. Most of those men were
contacted by other chaplains and by
myse}f. and one of the deepest joys of
my life has been to see the ready ac-
ceptance by the soldiers of the delight-
ful little ““Service” edition of the New
Testament,

I wish 1 could convey to you the
poignancy and tenseness of the mo-
ments | have spent with hundreds of
men about to embark for overseas,
Such sacred seasons are often too hal.
lowed to be discussed, but the little
khaki New Testament has provided a
means of contact and comfort for over-
wrought men at such times. And what
is more, the lads have thus carried
V\{nh them in permanent form the pre-
cious truths of the Word of God which

will remain with them when the Padre's
w'ords. are either forgotten or ‘are a
dim distant memory."

AT THE BATTLE FRONT.
A Y.M.CA. officer sent this note to

'the Bible House, “The men come seek-
ing me out to ask for a New Testa-
ment, which they put away in their
s]nr.t pocket. Mnny lost their copies
during the recent battle. They are de-
lighted to have them replaced. If you
could see the muddy, bearded men,
come up, and in deep voices ask for
God's Word, you .would laugh in the
face of those who say that Christianity
is for women and children only."”

A Digger received a Testament and
]\.e wrote: "l park my body down in a
nice sunny spot to read, and I have
just finished twenty-four chapters of
St. Matthew's Gospel."”

Help will be appreciated for this
needy work.

——F___
THE C. OF E. IN SOUTH
AFRICA.

The Church of England in South
Africa works under the severest han.
dicap, and at the same time with the
greatest advantage of any diocese in
the Anglican Communion.

The handicap lies in the fact that
for years it has had to work without
t}?e ]ea‘dership and ministration of a
Bishop in South Africa,

The asset lies in the faet that it is
10]0 per cent. Protestant and Evangeli-
cal,

Thg handicap shows itself chiefly in
the difficulty of providing a sufficient
number of suitable ministers to push
forward and sometimes even to main-
tain, the work of 150 parishes and mis-
sion stations, But the asset provides
the call to work of the most pressing
and satisfactory nature.

In order to attempt to understand
the present position it is necessary to
look at the events that lead up to it.

The C. of E. began its work in
Cape of ‘Good Hope as far back t}:;
1749—this work was largely due to
the efforts of naval and military chap-
lains en roufe to and from India. The
first resident minister came in 1806
to the Garrison in Capetown. The first
Bishop, Bishop Gray, arrived in 1848,

Even prior to the arrival of Bis
Grey the trouble that has been s}l::ﬁ
a curse to the Church in South Africa
began‘to show itself. In 1840 the
chaplain at St. George's, Capetown,
begap a series of sermons supporting
the infamous Tractarians. The Evan-
_ge]lcals,_ unable to tolerate the teach-
ing, built Trinity Church, which was
opened ir July 1846, in which the
Rev. T. A. Blair, an Evangelical Chap-
lain, was appointed the first rector,
Soon after the Rev. R, E. Lamb became
minister in charge of St. George's,
He was a staunch evangelical; and so
when Bishop Gray arrived he found

A J

that the threel chief churches in Cape-
tolwn were ministered to by Evangeli-
cals,

Bishop Gray arrived in Capetown in
1848, and at once showed himself. not
only a whole-hearted supporter of the
Tractarians Movement, but also a
whple-heaned opponent of Evangeli-
calism. Archbishop Tait, when Bishop
of London, said that if Bishop Gray's
power was equal to his will, he would
dn_ve from his province all those whose
veins were “Evangelical.”” He used
all his power and influence in the

appointment of Bishops to the new -

Dioceses that were opened up as the
country developed, Referring to the
Archbishop of Canterbury and York
he wrote, “We cannot and dare not
trust !hese Bishops to select a Bishop
fqr this land.” When Bishop Colenso
Bls}u'a_p D.f Natal, refused to “come int&
line, Blshop Gray appointed Bishop
Macrorie as Bishop of Maritzburg in
the same Diocese,

In 1869 Bishop Gray had the stage
set with his friends and followers in
lhe.ma]orily of the Dioceses of South
Afnca.. He drafted the canons and
resolu.hons‘ which were adopted the
following year as the canons and con.
stitutions of the Church of the Pro.
vince of South Africa. To quote his
own words when he summed up the
Ennmples of the new organisation:
Here we are, the Bishops of the
Church of the Province of South
Afnca, we are a voluntary associa-
tion ;. there are our terms—who. likes
to join us? The Provincial Synod must
lay down, as it has already done in
the past, the laws and regulations of
our particular Religious Association,
What can the rest do— (meaning those
congregations who refused to break
away from the Mother Church)—but
accept them or quit the association."

We Bishops are the only essential
parts of this voluntary association, and
all steps towards organisation must
formally.pr,oceed from us. We lay
down principles and agree to invite
clergy and laity. These form the
mixed Synod and clergy and laity as-
sent to what the Bishops have done."

. "I do not think that in the position
in which we have placed the laity, we
need'antlmpate evil from their pres-
ence,"

Thus it was that in 1870 the Ch

of the Province of South Africa sec:drzg
from the Church of England. The
Ch§e§ .]usdtic.e, Sir Henry de Villiers,
maintained in a most careful jud

that the Church of the Pn;'vingc:le:;
South Africa had separated itself *‘root
and branch” from the C, of E.

The writer of this article regrets that
he should have had to give so much
space to this schism, but it is really
necessary in order to show why the
C. of E. in South Africa insists on
maintaining its stand, in the face of
tremendous difficulties and discourage-
ments,

The schism left a few churches in
Capetown, a few in Natal still stand-
ing true, not so much to the name of
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“Church of England” as to the vital
principles of true religion for which
the Church of England stands. These
churches have had to face persecu-
tion and treachery right down to the
present time—but the C. of E. still
stands firm, and has multiplied.

The biggest advance has been in the
environs of Johannesburg, where the
parent church is Christ Church, Hill-
brow, a child of Holy Trinity in Cape-
town. The frst minister of this
church was the devoted and able
Canon Digby Berry, formerly of Vic-
toria, and he laid a wonderful founda-
tion of men and women devoted to the
Gospel and to the Word of God. He
was followed by the Rev. George
Grubb, whose missions towards the end
of last century had such a deep effect
on the Christian life of Australia, He
in turn was followed by the present
rector, the Rev. Norman Bennett, who,
as senior chaplain, came in touch with
South Africa during the Boer War.
Some indication of the life of this
church may be seen in the fact that
the missionary offering for the C.M.S.
Tanganyika, this year, was £300. Be-
sides Christ Church, there have grown
up churches at Bramley, Kenilworth
and Boksbury North, in the environs
of Johannesburg. In Pretoria, St.
Paul's is one of the most beautiful
churches in the whole land. It was
founded by a band of godly laymen,
and ministered to by the Rev. Alan
Fwhbank, M.A., one-time secretary of
the Church Mission to South Africa.
The present rector is the Rev. R. Ty-
ser, a young South African, ordained
in England and now back in service
in his own land.

The field among the white popula-
tion of South Africa is great and ever-
widening; but by far the greatest chal-
lenge to the C. of E. comes from the
vast native field, both in Natal and
the Transvaal and Basutoland, It is
hoped that the opportunity may be
given to tell of this work in another
article.—S.C.B,

—_—
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE.

A PRACTICAL REFORMER.

In days when the Church and
the world alike are crying aloud for
reform it is refreshing to look back,
not only to those who shed their life's
blood for the truth of the Gospel and
thereby laid the foundation of & Re-
formej, Church, but also to those who,
in a very real sense, were the after-
fruits of the Reformation,

To the historian, William Wilber-
force will always be remembered as
the champion of freedom, but to the
Christian his name speaks of that and
much more. In the most real sense
Wilberforce was «a ‘“practical” Chris-
tian. Much of the talk in these days
concerning ‘‘Practical Christianity” is
no doubt practical but of doubtful
Christianity. The great opponent of
glavery was one who had first known
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the “glorious liberty of the children
of God" and who, with the Lord Jesus
Christ as his own Saviour aud Friend,
had set his face against what perhaps
was the vilest social evil that the
world has ever known,

William Wilberforce, who was born
in 1759, was the son of a wealthy Hull
merchant. He was from a child ex-
treme]y delicate but of a most affec-
tionate disposition and very versatile.
He spent his early years naturally
enough, surrounded by everything he
could need or desire, but when the boy
was 10 years old his father died and
he went to the home of an uncle. The
uncle was an earnest Christian and his
wife very intimate with the early Meth-
odists, so that young Wilberforce came
under very definite Christian influence
in the home. The possibility of Wil-
liam becoming ‘‘religious,” however,
so angered his mother that she took
him away from the uncle and aunt and
did everything possible to turn him
from serious spiritual thought. In
fact, he said of the circle of friends
into which he was introduced, ‘‘No
pious parent ever laboured more to
impress a beloved child with senti-
ments of piety, than they did to give
me a taste for the world and its diver-
sions.” His grandfather, who was
possessed of a considerable fortune,
said, “'If Billy turns Methodist he shall

not have a sixpence of mine."”

It so happened, however, that before
long the grandfather died leaving a
large sum of money to William under
the sole guardinnsf:ip of his mother.
Coming at a time when he was being
introduced to the conditions and com-
pany of university life, "“as licentious
a set of men as can well be conceived'”
the fortune may easily have been his
downfall, but the influence of his aunt’s
training was never lost and he soon
left that circle into which he was first
introduced at the University,

Comparatively early, Wilberforce en-
tered Parliament and soon became a
personal friend of William Pitt, who
greatly admired him. The friendship
with Pitt was greatly to his advantage
in later years, especially when Pitt be-
came Prime Minister,

From a very early age Wilberforce
showed his clear and strong antago-
nism to ‘‘The odious traffic in human
flesh,” and, in spite of all the tre-
mendous difficulties, set his face firmly
to the task of fighting this abominable
trade to the death. It is almost im-
possible in these days really to appre-
ciate the forces ranged against him in
this task. Even professing Christians
claimed that the Bible supported slav-
ery and of course the moneyed ele-
ments were determined in their oppo-
sition. It was claimed that the
slaves were transported from African
barbarism into scenes of his greatest
happiness. It was claimed that even
the trips over the sea were times of
great pleasure to the poor creatures
and that the arrival at the colonies
brought the happy reunion of many
black friends,

Wilberforce saw through all this.
God had given him a task and all the
power of hell could not keep him from
it. John Wesley had written, “Unless
the Divine power has raised you up . ..
| see not how you can go through
your glorious enterprise, in opposing
that execrable villainy which is the
scandal of religion, of England, and of
human nature, . . . Go on in the name
of God and in the power of His might,
till even American slavery, the vilest
that ever saw the sun, shall vanish®
away before it,"”

God was with Wilberforce, and had
indeed raised him up for that very pur.
pose. It took him nearly twenty years
of long and bitter fighting before the
Bill was introduced which abolished
the slave trade, and it was not until
only a few days before his death that
he learned that after fifty y('urs'
struggle England was to pay twenty
million pounds as compensation and
free all the slaves in the Empire.

What was the root of Wilberforce's
power? The root was the Lord Jesus
Christ. After a varied experience he
felt his way and became one of the des-
pised “Christians.” Concerning his
earlier days he wrote, "Often while
in the full enjoyment of all that this
world could bestow, my conscience
told me that, in the true sense of the
word, | was not a Christian.," But
the day surely came when he became
a new creature in Christ Jesus. “Watch
and pray,” he wrote, " the true
Christian will desire to have constant
communion with his Saviour."”

Throughout the remainder of Wil-
berforce's life his witness to the heav-
enly life in Christ Jesus was constant.
Though he could mix with the very
best society in England, Wilberforce
chose the most helpful company. At
one time he wrote, 'l have been at an
assembly at Alag! how little
like a company of Christians!-—a sort
of hollow cheerfulness on every coun-
tenance. | grew out of spirits.” But,
on the other hand, we read later, *'l
trust that | feel in some degree as |
ought this day. [ trust that | feel
true humiliation of soul from a sense
of my own extreme unworthiness; a
humble hope in the favour of God in
Chfiét; some emotion from the con-
templation of Him who . . . was hang-
ing on the cross; some desire to devote
myself to Him Who has so dearly
bought me; some degree of that univer-
sal love and goodwill which the sight
of Christ crucified is calculated to in-
spire.”

Not many days before he left this
present evil world he said, “With re-
gard myself, | have nothing what-
ever to urge, but the poor publican’s
plea, ‘God be merciful to me a sin-
ner.' "

Such was the man whom God raised
up to be the champion of the slaves.
The abilition of slavery was an event
of such magnitude that many lose sight
of the Christian witness of the man
to whom the slaves owed their free-

dom.—H. R. Smith,
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PAROCHIAL MISSIONS
TO-DAY.

A “B.C.A.” VENTURE

For some time past the B.C.A. mis-
sioners on the west coast of South Aus-
tralia have felt that some special effort
should be made to win souls to our
Lord Jesus Christ. At a conference
held earlier in the year it was decided
to hold an Evangelistic Mission at
"Streaky Bay. . The results were so good
that the methods adopted may be of
interest,

Some months before the mission be-
gan the rector began a period of care-
ful and intense preparation. A sermon
outlining the purpose and plan of the
mission, the methods to be adopted
and the duties of the regular church-
goers with regard to it, was preached
at a service specially arranged to
launch the preparatory work. On one
Sunday of each month until the mis.
sion began a special service was held
and the parishioners were invited to
ask other people to come in order to
get into practice for the mission itself,
a special sermon was preached, and
special hymns sung. There was us-
ually a solo or quartet as well. These
services were very successful, there
being a large attendance at each one.
Attendance at the ordinary services
also steadily increased during the
period of preparation. At every ser-
vice during this period prayer was
offered for the effort to be made later
on, All this time many tracts were
distributed and as many people as
could be reached were personally in-
vited to come, Friends outside the
parish were asked to pray earnestly
and regularly for both missioners and
people,

Then four weeks before the mission
was to commence, the rector sent out
a letter to all the parishioners; the
next week one was sent out to the par-
ents by the children's missioners; then
one by the ladies' missioner, and fin-
ally one by the men's missioner. Use
was also made of the local press by
inserting news items and advertise-
ments.

The mission began on Sunday night,
October 18, and concluded on Novem-
ber 1

There are about 170 Anglican
adults in Streaky Bay and on neigh-
bouring farms. On the first Sunday
night 80 attended, and on the next two
Sunday nights approximately 100, The
average attendance on week nights was
42. Quite a number of those who
came were people who did not usually
attend church.

The meetings themselves were very
simple. They were opened with a
hymn. Then followed simple prayers.
which were sometimes read and at
other times ex tempore. Bible read-
ing was followed by a short address
to Christians, dealing with certain as-
pects of the Christian faith, such as
Justification, Adoption, Temptation,
Faith, and so on. After the singing
of another hymn an evangelistic ad-
dress was given. The meeting closed

with prayer and a hymn. No appeal
was made for people to publicly indi-
cate that they accepted Christ as their
Saviour until the last few meetings
and then thirty-one men and women
took decision cards during the singing
of the last hymn, These people in-
cluded professional and business men
as well as farmers, and nurses and
housewives,

Children's meetings were held after
school each day, and these were very
well attended, and a number of the
children publicly professed faith in
Christ,

A feature of the meetings for the
adults were the number of questions
that were asked, which showed that
the people were really thinking, These
questions were handed in on a slip
of paper and answered by one of the
missioners,

After the last service, during which
a powerful appeal had been made, over
50 people stayed for further discus-
sion and prayer, as an indication that
they had eccepted Christ either dur-
ing or at some time before the mis-
sion,

Each of the converts, as well as some
others, are now members of the Scrip-
ture Union, others wish to join the
Mothers' Union, and again are Sunday
School teachers; some are to be pre-
pared for confirmation and others
have joined a week-night Bible Class.

The missioners were impressed by
the fact that souls are still won by the
“foolishness of preaching” the simple
gospel. All “stunts” and emotionalism
were deliberately and  carefully
avoided,

The missioners were: Men's Mis-
sioner, Rev., T. R. Fleming, of Cum.
mins; Children’s and Young People’s
Missioner, Rev. L. Morris, of Minnipa;
Ladies’ Missioner, Mrs, L. Morris, and
Rev. H. Broadley, of Cedun, and the
Rev. D. Livingsotne, of Streaky Bay.
The Rev. R. Hallahan, of Kirton Point,
was to have taken part but was pre-
vented from doing so by unavoidable
difficulties.

The results of the mission seem to
indicate that there is still a place for
simple, parochial missions in ordinary
parish life to-day, and it is to be hoped
that more use will be made of this
method of preaching the Gospel than
has been the practice in the last few

years,
—_——

“One who never turned his back, but
marched breast forward,
Never doubted clouds would break,
Never feared, though right were wor-
sted, wrong would triumph,
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to
fight better,
Sleep to wake!
+"No, at noonday, in the bustle of man's
work-time
Greet the unseen with a cheer!
Bid him forward, breast and back as
either should be.
‘Strive and thrive!’ cry, ‘Speed,—fight
on, fare ever

There as here,"" —Browning.
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MEMORIAL TO
ARCHDEACON CHARLTON

Recognising the long and ef-
fective services rendered by Arch-
deacon Charlton in the Church
life of the Diocese, the Council of
the Home Mission Society, of
which the Archdeacon was the
general secretary for eighteen
years, proposes to create a mem-
orial fund to perpetuate his mem-
ory, by giving support to some
special diocesan work in which he
was particularly interested. We
are sure that many friends of the

- Archdeacon will be glad to hear

of this movement.

Subscriptions may be sent c¢/o
The Home Mission Society, Dio-
cesan Church House, George St.,
Sydney, Canon R. B. Robinson,
General Secretary; Mr. F. P. ].

Gray, Honorary Treasurer.
0___,___._

Australian Church
News.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Diocese of Sydney.
SYNOD.

The Synod of the diocese is to meet
on Monday next at 2.30 p.m. Bishop
Pilcher will preach the occasional ser-
mon and there will be a celebration
of Holy Communion at 8 a.m. and at
the Synod Service.

THE BUILDERS.

The annual meeting will be held in
the Chapter House, Sydney, on Sat-
urday next, November 21, at 7 p.m.
Speakers, Miss Farrell and Canon T.
C. Hammond. All are cordially in-
vited.

TEA MEETING FOR HM.S. AND
L.HM.U.

In the Ashfield Town Hall on Thurs-
day, November 5, was an enthusiastic
gathering representing the rural dean-
ery of Petersham, which launched a
new venture, that of holding a festival
tea and after meeting for the Home
Mission Society and the Ladies’ Home
Mission Union,

The recent gift of rain resulted in
a wealth of flowers, which, with the
colourful salads, made the tables look
gay, and there was an atmosphere of
happy fellowship as many friends met
logether.

So great was the crowd that as soon
as they had finished people were asked
to make room for others to sit down.

The guests were greeted by the rural
dean, Ven. Archdeacon ]. Bidwell, and
Mrs. Bidwell, and the guests of honour
were His Grace the Archbishop and
Mrs. Mowll.

The chapter clerk, Rev. G. P. Birk,
with Mrs. Birk's assistance, organised
the proceedings, and the hard work
done by them and the ladies who cat-
ered for the tea at the various parish
tables, are indeed to be congratulated.

After the tea, Canon R. B, Robin-
son, general secretary of the H.M.S.,
gave a lantern lecture showing pictures
of the work of the H.M.S. and the

H.M.U., to a very appreciative audi-
ence,

Then followed addresses by His
Grace the Archbishop of Ri. Rev.
Bishop Hilliard, and a delightful pro-
gramme, consisting of musical items
and two short plays by members of the
St. Paul's, Burwood, Dramatic Club.

Some of us can look back to the be-
ginning of the year at a small gather-
ing of LLHM.U, friends at their quiet
day for prayer and discussions, and can
remember Mrs, Birk suggesting that
such a festival could be held—then it
was just an idea—and now we do
praise God that He has seen fit to an-
swer our prayers and to allow the
small seed of the "'idea" to bring forth
much fruit to His glory.

HOME FOR BOYS,

On Saturday afternoon last a Home
for Boys was dedicated by the Arch-
bishop of Sydney in connection with
the Children's Court and under the
direction of the Home Mission Society.
The property is known as Tress-Man-
ning and is situated in the Glebe. It
was formerly the Home for Girls now
carried on at Carlingford.

The want of a Boys'" Home where
needy boys could be cared for under
direct Christian influence has long
been felt, and some months ago the
venture was made and the work was
commenced,

At the service of dedication the
Archbishop praised the Rev. G, Smee
and those associated with him on the
splendid progress made in so short a
time.

Lady Riddle received the gifts
brought by many friends and com-
mended the home to the support of
all Church people.

Mrs. Hulme-Moir, hon, secretary of
the Ladies' Auxiliary, reported on the
excellent achievements of the ladies,
and the enthusiasm with which they
were carrying out their part in supp!y-
ing the home with necessary equip-
ment,

The general secretary of the Home
Mission Society moved a vote of thanks
to the Archbishop and Lady Riddle for
their presence and interest. Archdea-
con Hammond, who was also present,
announced that Hammond's Social Ser.
vice Committee had made a grant of
£30, and would give further support
to the home.
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCOUTS
AND GUIDES.

The annual service in St. Andrew’s
Cathedral, George Street, will take
place on Sunday, December 6, at 3
pm. His Grace the Archbishop of
Sydney will be the preacher.

His Excellency the Governor of New
South Wales and Lady Wakehurst have
signified their intention of being pre-
sent, and His Excellency will take the
salute in the march past at the George
Street entrance to the Cathedral at

2.45 p.m.

Scouts and Guides in “‘open’’ as well
as in “‘church" groups are invited to
attend and bring their flags—national
as well as flags of “church” groups
should be brought,

Scouts will assemble outside State
Headquarters in Carrington Street at
2,15 p.m, and will march to the Cathe-
dral headed by their flags and drums
and bugles. Mr, Basil Taylor, of the
City of Sydney District, will be in
charge and all Scouters a.e asked to
report to him on their arrival in Car-
rington Street,

Guides will assemble in St. Andrew's
Place (at the rear of the Cathedral)
at 2,15 p.m. Miss Attwater, Commis-
sioner for Training, will be in charge
and Guiders are asked to report to her
on their arrivel in St, Andrew's Place.
—W. ]. Owens, Hon, Secretary, Dio-

cesan Scout and Guide Council,
AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY,

The annual meeting will be held in
the Sydney Town Hall on Friday, 27th
November, 1942, The speakers will
include Her Excellency the Lady Gow-
rie  (President of the Society), Mr.
Nelson T. Johnson (Minister for The
United States of America), the Hon.
Norman Makin, M.H.R. (Minister for
the Navy), the Hon. R." A. King,
M.L.C. (Secretary, Trades and Labour
Council of NS.W.), Mr, Dudley C.
Turner (Chairman of the Society).

A fine musical programme includes
Miss Pauline Garrick, Mr, Peter Daw-
son, the A.B.C. Harmonists, and other
well-known artists. The L. of C. Area
N.5.W. Military Band will render selec-

tions between 7 and 8 p.m,

ST. JAMES’, CROYDON, DIAMOND
JUBILEE.

St, James' Church of England, Croy-
don, has celebrated its diamond jubi-
lee. On Sunday, September 10, 1882,
the Kev. Samuel Fox, who had been
appointed rector of the parish in July
of that year, conducted the first ser-
vice in a tent upon the present site of
the church, About 70 people attended.

The building of a more; permanent
and convenient place of worship was
begun almost immediately, and the
Dean of Sydney, Very, Rev. W. M.
Cowper, M.A., laid the , foundation
stone of the present church on Decem-
ber 16, 1882, and also dedicated the
church on March 17 following. This
building, intended to be a school-
church, eventually to be replaced by
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a larger structure, had a seating cap-
acity of about 200; it cost £1020.
In the year 1891 the building was en-
larged by the addition of a chancel
and transepts at a cost of £1200.

From time to time many additions
in the form of memorials have been
made to the interior, giving it a very
beautiful appearance. Also in the
year 1891 a large two-storied rectory
was built on a site adjoining the
church. The Rev. Samuel Fox con-
tinued as rector of the parish until
1900, when he resigned. During his
ministry he laid the foundation of an
evangelical tradition, that has been
consistently maintained ever since.

The next rector, Rev. Joseph Best,
a man of robust personality, added
faithfully to the work of his prede-
cessor, and besides ministering to the
spiritual needs of his flock, gave a
strong lead to the interest in foreign
missions. The present handsome carved
oak pulpit erected by the parishioners
as a memorial to his devoted work, is
an eloquent token of appreciation, Mr.
Best resigned in 1918,

He was succeeded by Rev., Charles
Huglesdon, 1918-1924, a former mis-
sionary in India. This ministry was
noted for its expansion of interest in
foreign missions, and also for the de-
velopment of the parish in the district
now known as Ashbury. Mr, Rex
Hughesdon, a son of this rector, has
been St. James' own missionary in

Hyderabad, Indix, since the year 1927,

Rev. now Archdeacon, A. L. Wade,
M.A., B.D., a man of scholarly attain-
ments, was the next rector from 1924
to 1936, Under his leadership the
parish acquired the large cottage and
grounds in Liverpool Road adjoining
the church site. It is now known as
"St. James' House” and has proved a
very useful adjunct of the church,

In 1927 Ashbury became a separate
parish,

Rev. F. H. B. Dillon was appointed
in the year 1936 and remained until
1941. By his vigorous efforts, as well
as by his inspiration to other people,
the church finances increased consid-
erably, and not only were existing
debts on the church property reduced,
but the parish acquired an additional
piece of land in Edwin Street, adjoin-
ing the previous property, making a
total area of nearly two acres,

The present rector is the Rev. G.
A, Hook, a former missionary in
China; he came to the parish last
year,

A special free-will offering, culmin-
ating at the jubilee period, had now
entirely cleared all debt on the church
property.

While the church has been inspired
to give support to foreign missionary
work, and last year contributéd the
largest amount of any parish in the
diocese of Sydney, the seal of Divine
approval may be seen in its own pros-
perity,

To-day, with many of its gallant sons
and daughters serving the King and

Empire, it continues faithful in well-
doing—a Church militant, but also an
ambassador of the Prince of Peace and
a symbol of the Church triumphant.

THE CATHEDRAL.

“The Cathedral life is not in com-
petition with that of the parishes, but
| hope all may increasingly feel it is
the Mother Church of the diocese
where the interests and welfare of all
are remembered. All Church people
will be welcomed at the social gather-
ing provided by the Cathedral Com-
municants’ Guild on Saturday evening,
November 28. On Sunday, Novem-
ber 29, special music will be provided
by the choir, and on St. Andrew’s Day
we shall be praying especially for the
world-wide task of the Church.

“The Cathedral Chapter has invited
Mr. Norman Carter to prepare designs
for the filling in of the Clerestory win-
dows. Some may feel that these will
provide opportunity for erecting an
appropriate memorial. he screen at
the back of the choir stalls also requires
to be completed and a peal of bells
will, I hope, one day be installed. Gifts
of war bonds or war savings certifi-
cates will be gladly accepted for these
purposes so that the war effort may
be aided now and these memorial
gifts may be rendy to celebrate the
peace.” -— From the Archbishop’s
Letter.

PARRAMATTA RURAL DEANERY.
Post-War Reconstruction,
Conference at St. John’s, Parramatta.

A large and representative number
of clergy, students from Moore Col-
lege, leaders and members of various
Church organisations and youth move-
ments of the Sydney Metropolitan and
Parramatta Districts, met in confer-
ence on Saturday, October 31, at St.
John's, Parramatta.

The objective was to discuss and
assist in solving the problems con-
fronting the Christian Church, and its
attitude in relation to the international
moral and social order of the world
to-dz\y.

The Rt, Rev. Bishop W. G. Hilliard
presided throughout the afternoon and
evening sessions,

Subjects under organised group dis-
cussions were based on set questions
and addresses by the Revs. E, ], Dav-
idson and W. G. Coughlan who organ-
ised the conference in conjunction with
the Rural Deanery Sunday School
Teachers’ Asociastion.

In his address on “To-day's Chal-
lenge to Christianity,” the Rev. E, ].
Davidson emphasised the twofold law
of the love to God and love to one's
neighbour as the Christian conception
of the Kingdom of God.

The Rev. W. G. Coughlan addressed
the conference on ''Our Immediate
Christian Tasks''—of the Church’s
neeed of that spirit of action in chal-
lenging ideas and attitudes conflicting

The Peace
that passeth
understanding

When the book of life, of one who
is near and dear, is closed—the
calm, untroubled ministrations of
Australia’'s premier funeral direc-
tors will lift all responsibility from
sorrowing shoulders , . , bringing a
sense of peace and comfort which
passeth understanding.

810 George Street, Sydney
'Phones: M 4611, Newcastle 282,
Katoomba 41.
Chapels in all Suburbs

with Christian principles of love, unity :

and justice,

Group discussions resulted in many
helpful suggestions, which were pre-
sented for conference's further study
and application.

At the close a resolution was passed
pledging the conference’s support to
the proposal to set up a department
within the Church which will special-
ise in the study of the Gospel in rela-
tion to the social order,

The conference closed with a short
service in the church, Bishop Hilliard
officiated and led in prayers, com-
mending the deliberations of the con-
ference to Almighty God.

MISSIONARY MARTYRS.

“In 1871 the Church in Australia
and in England was profoundly
shocked by the news of the martyr-
dom of Bishop Patteson in the Islands
and the St. Andrew's-tide Day of
Prayer for Missions was inaugurated
by the Church of England. During
this past month we have been dis-
tressed by news of the possibility that
further martyrdoms have taken place
in New Guinea, The Rev. James Ben-
son, Miss Hayman and Miss Mavis Par-
kinson have been reported as killed,
and the Rev. V. F. B. Redlich, Mr.
John Dufhll, Miss Lilla Lashmar and
Miss Margery Brenchley are reported
as prisoners. Native reports indicate
that one male and two female mission-
aries were killed near the Kumusi
River, on September 1. They had
been working at Gona where the Jap-
anese made their landing and had evi-
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dently retired further inland. | have
already expressed our sympathy to
their nearest relatives, The Rev. L.
Stibbard, who has been working in
Guadancanal, passed through the Jap-
anese lines and after a series of ad-
ventures has reached Australia. His
presence iS a rerﬂindﬁr ﬂf t}\E precar-
ious position of other members of the
Melanesian Mission Staff,

“The Church Missionary Society has
also received news during this month
that Dr. Leslie Griffiths, of Melbourne,
was murdered with his son by Iran-
ian brigands. His wife, who was Miss
Lee Neil, of Melburne, is in Iran with
her young daughter. Dr, Griffiths will
be greatly missed, for after splendid
service at the Old Cairo Hospital he
had recently been in charge of the
Isfahan Hospital. M. C. Harris,
the British Vice-Consul, who at one
time was also a C.M.S. missionary in
Iran, was murdered at the same time.
I hope that this news will stir up a
large number of Church people to ob-
serve St. Andrew's-tide Day of Prayer
which will be held in the Cathedral as
usual on November 30."—From the
Archbishop's Letter.

WOLLONGONG.
Boys’ and Girls’ Sundays.

The Youth Committee of the Rural
Deanery is requesting each parish to
set aside two Sundays this month for
the purpose of druwing attention to
the Church's work amongst the boys
and girls, and to recruit additional
members for our Sunday Schools and
youth organisations. In compliance
with this, the following arrangements
have been made for St. Michael's, fur-
ther details to be announced later:—

Nov. 22—Girls' Sunday.

Nov. 29—Boys' Sunday,

Those who have the welfare of the
rising generation at heart (and their
problems will be mighty and many)
are asked to keep these dates in
mind, and encourage the young people
within their sphere of influence to at-
tend the various services,

Planned Youth Work,

A distinct forward move in planning
youth work has been accomplished this
year in the Wollongong Rural Deanery,
This rural deanery includes all the
parishes in the growing industrial areas
of the South Coast and stretches from
Helensburgh to Milton. Under the
presidency of the Rev. R, C, M. Long,
rural dean, there has been formed the
“Wollongong Ruri-decanal Youth Com-
mittee."’

This youth committee consists of the
clergy and two representatives of
every youth group in each parish.
Thus, every body concerned with every
type of youth work may have repre-
sentation, The committee aims to pro-
mote mutual co-operation and ordered
planning of youth work on the South
Coast. Such a committee has already
obviated the necessity of societies such
as the CEF., CEB.S, and GF.JS,
having their own separate district com-
mittees or federations and it has
brought within the orbit of its activi-
ties Sunday Schools and kindergartens.

While co-ordinating youth work and
preventing overlapping, the committee
in no way interferes with the distinc-
tiveness of each organisation. The
committee hopes to be self-supporting
and so will make no levy on affiliated
groups. The Youth Committee will
not seek to set up a new organisation,
but will assist, where invited, to set up
branches of existing societies.

The ground-work having been com-
pleted, the committee now has- the task
of organising the combined services,
conferences, missionary efforts and
sporting and cultural events which pre-
viously were undertaken by individual
societies. A most successful hobbies
and handicrafts exhibition was held on
October 31, at St. Michael's, Wollon-
gong. Many hundreds of entries from
many parishes were received. An eis-
teddfod is at present being organised.

Due to increased interest in youth
work this year, six new branches of
the Church of England Boys' Society,
and three of the Girls' Friendly Society,
have already been opened. Many par-
ishes are reporting a ready response
from young people to engage in the
Lord's work. Some Sunday Schools
report one hundred per cent. increase
in attendance. It is most encouraging
to see that while cherished standards
are everywhere falling in the world
around us, the clear challenge of our
Lord and Saviour does not go un-
heeded. But the challenge must be
put. It is not sufficient to-day to pre-
sent the Gospel message to young
people on Sundays alone. The Church
must have the zeal and the enterprise
and the imagination to grip the young
people and bring them under vital
Christian influence day by day, The
picture show and the dance hall have
held their sway too long. Christ and
His Church have finer and more lasting
things in store for them that love and
serve Him. Daily soul-winning must
be supplemented by daily soul-keep-
ing. - Planned youth work will help to
keep precious lives unspotted from the

world—Rev. R, S. R. Meyer.

“ABBOTSLEIGH” . ... Wahroonga
CHURCH OF ENGLAND DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.
Pupils prepared for all Public Examinations.

For Prospectus, apply to the Headmistress,
MISS G. GORDON EVERETT, M.A.
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VICTORIA.
Diocese of Melbourne.

THE MOORHOUSE LECTURES.

The Bishop of Goulburn is deliver-
ing the Moorhouse Lectures this year.
He commenced the series on Tuesday
and will close the course on Wednes-
day next. The subject of the lectures
is ""The Regeneration of Civilisation,"
In his November letter to his diocese
Bishop Burgmamn refers to the lecture-
ship and gives some indication of the
trend of his thinking on the subject.

WARBURTON.

Bishop Ashton took two confirma-
tion services in St. Mary's. The vicar,
Rev. C, ]J. Nask, B.A., presented the
candidates. At the afternoon service
pnpils of St. Catherine's School were
confirmed. The Vicar of Toorak as-
sisted in the service, In the evening
local candidates were presented.

- e
QUEENSLAND.

Diocese of Brisbane.
OFFICIAL.,

The following licenses have been
issued by the Archbishop:—

The Rev. Kenneth Vincent Moore,
Th.L., locum tenens of Holy Trinity,
Woolloongabba,

The Rev. Boris Hutton Downward,
locum tenens of St. Mary's, Wondai.

The Rev, Ernest Read Chittenden,
M.A., recor of Brisbane Valley Parish.

The Rev. Bertie Peregrine” Walker,
M.A., Mission Chaplain,

The Arr'hbis]mp has al'('cplcd the
resignation of the Rev. Cyril Leslie
Biggins as rector of St. Saviour's, Laid-

ley,
._*‘,§___.....

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

Diocese of Perth
THE BIBLE SOCICETY.

The 58th annual meeting of the
Perth Auxiliary of the British and For-
eign Bible Society was held in Trinity
Congregational Church on Thursday
evening, October 22. There was a
very large and enthusiastic audience,
The Primate of Australia (Mr. Le
Fanu) presided. Archdeacon C, E,
Storrs also addressed the gathering,
and the secretary, Mr. C. E. Taylor,
made a brief report of the work of the
society during the past year,

r. Taylor revealed that since the
beginning of the war the society had
distributed over 17,000 New Testa-
ments to troops in W.A, and had
raised £213 for that purpose in this
State. Last year had been the Perth
Auxiliary's best for many years. The
volumes of the Bible distributed
through the Perth Bible House num-
bered 17,262, and it was supplied in
23 languages.
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The principal speaker was Dr, ].
W. Pell, F.R.C.S,, LR.CP., who, until
he left China last year, Rad been a
medical missionary in that country for
50 years. The doctor emphasised the
opportunities afforded through the
missionary medical services for con-
verting the Chinese to Christianity,
and said that he gave a copy of the
Gospels to every patient he treated.
General Chiang Kai-shek and his wife,
and indeed the whole of China, he said,
did not pray for the destruction of the
Japanese, but that they should have
a change of heart. They seemed to
be too mild, but it was the mildness
demanded by Christ,

PRAESEIES PRt
NEW ZEALAND.

Diocese of Auckland.
A GRIM REPORT.

The Bishop's Address to Synod was
remarkable for the lengthy list of
deaths among leading church-people in
the diocese. His opening reference was
naturally to the "passing” of Bishop
Sprott, for so many years Bishop of
Wellington, who commenced his N.Z.
ministry in Auckland.. His lordship
then made sympathetic reference to
the death of Archdeacon Steele, of
Waimate; Hubert H. Bedford, for-
merly vicar of New Lynn, after a pain-
ful six months' illness; the Rev. Hugh
Falkner Cole, who had given long ser-
vice to the diocese; Hoaui Matenga
Paerata, a priest of the Maori Mission;
Joseph Norris Peart, M.A., headmaster
of King's College, who died from
wounds reecived in the War; Beatrice
Summerhayes, formerly headmistress
of the Queen Victoria Schoal; Lloyd
Greville Hesketh, LL.B., Registrar of
the Bishop's Court, who was killed in
action at Singapore. These ‘'pass-
ings" constutite a serious loss to the
diocesan work, but thanksgiving for
their faithfulness in work will be the
dominant note,

Diocese of Nelson.

FROM THE BISHOP'S LETTER.

November 1st, All Saints’ Day, this
year falls on a Sunday. [ shall be the
celebrant at the 8 a.m. Communion in
the cathedral on that day, and shall
preach in the evening. "It is the second
anniversary of my consecration. To
me these two years among you have
been enriched with many tokens of
friendship and co-operation in the work
God has entrusted to us as together
we seek to proclaim His salvation to
our generation, Ordinarily 1 should
have asked as -many as conveniently
could to attend the Communion Ser-
vice with me, but as it is Sunday you
will be in your own churches. 1 shall
be grateful if in every church through-
out the diocese clergy and laity will
ask for me God's enabling grace as I
commence the third year of my episco-
pate. | value your prayers at all times,
but especially is it appropriate that
you should support me in this way as

I pass another milestone on the road
of my life among you. If we arefaith-
ful in making it possible for God to
use us for }-%ia Glory we shall build
up our life of prayer both for our own
sake and for the sake of others. The
world needs Him and He need us.

___§____
A GOOD STORY.

At the dinner given to the Premier
of Queensland by Sydney churchmen,
Mr. J. A. Cooper, the Premier, told a
good story about Mr. Robert Atkins,
the Registrar. It was Mr. Cooper's
job as a Registry clerk to take moneys
to the Bank. On a certain afternoon
he was away ‘‘at the Bank' for an
hour and a half, On his return he
was questioned by Mr. Atkins on his
long absence from the office. ‘“‘You
know, sir,” he replied, ‘“'that the Bank
is in the vicinity of the ‘Herald
office?”’ "Oh!" said Mr. Atkins, “is
Trumper out yet?” A test match was
on and the scores were being posted
for the city public.

How the late Registrar, Mr, C. R.
Walsh, would have enjoyed this joke!
Someane has facetiously remarked that
so keen a cricket enthusiast was Mr.
Walsh that he might even have enter-
tained a proposal for the whole Reg-
istry staff to take the afternoon off to
watch the score!! It is said that Mr.
Walsh had one of the largest cricket
libraries in Australia,

*,—_._
MISSIONARY INTERCESSIONS

St. Andrew's-tide Day of Prayer for
Missions will be held in St. Andrew's
Cathedral, Sydney, on St. Andrew's
Day, Monday, November 30. There
will be Holy Communion at 10 a.m.
Intercessions for Missions from 11 a.m.
till 3 p.m., and in the evening at 7.45
the Archbishop will lead a United Ser-
vice of Intercession in which Represen-
tativees of all Missionary Societies and
Organisations associated with the Na-
tional Missionary Council, as well as
the China Inland Mission, will take
part.
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enced clerygman, position country,
suburban or city parish, highest cre-
dentials, Apply in first instance to
989, c¢/o Church Record Office, or
telephone XA1718,
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