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Viethamese
church finds
new home

By Jeremy Halcrow

Sydney Diocese’s first Vietnam-
ese congregation has finally
found a permanent home with the
opening of St Luke’s Vietnam-
ese Anglican Church at Regents
Park on February 25.

The Rev Vinh Pham

After a lifetime on the move
the congregation’s long-time
pastor, the Rev Vinh Pham, is
keen to stay at Regents Park. He
already feels comfortable in his
new residence, painting over the
old white walls with his favoured
bright blue colours.

“It really makes a differ-
ence,” he said. “1’ve been in Aus-
tralia for 12 years and now | feel
like this place is my home.”

The 50-strong congregation
is made up mainly of ‘boat peo-
ple’ who fled from their home-
land into refugee camps before
coming to Australia.

Mr Pham is relieved that his
congregation is finally able to
settle down. In the last year they
have been moved three times,
from Dulwich Hill to Punchbowl
and finally to Regents Park.

“It’s one of the major prob-
lems for Vietnamese congrega-
tions,” said Mr Pham. “They only
have temporary contracts with
the churches whose premises
])they share, so they are always
having to move.”

But Sydney Diocese is right
behind Mr Pham’s ministry,
granting him his own building.
“It’s very exciting to see an eth-
nic Anglican church starting to

outreach to their own people in
our region ,” said the Archdea-
con ofLiverpool/ Georges River,
the Ven Geoff Huard.

Archdeacon Huard said the
new Vietnamese church couldn’t
have happened without the sup-
port ofthe original parish. When
the original two congregations in
the parish of Regents Park with
Birrong decided to move into the
one church - St Matthew’s, at
Birrong - the church building at
Regent’s Park was left free.

“l am filli of appreciation for
the former congregation’s gener-
osity,” Archdeacon Huard said.
“They have made their premises
available and given financially to
start this new ministry off.”

Mr Pham agreed. “This is
why it has been an advantage for
my congregation to belong to the
Anglican church,” he said. “They
have helped find us a place of
worship.”

Mr Pham said that many Vi-
etnamese Christians in Sydney
belonged to the Vietnamese
Evangelical Church which was
weakened by a chronic shortage
of property and the problems of
having to share premises with
landlord churches. He said that
many of the mainstream
churches were insensitive to the
needs of the ethnic congrega-
tions, forcing them to leave when
they wanted to use their buildings
for new initiatives.

“The problem is that people
leave their congregations when
they move because the church
ends up too far away,” he said.

In the case of the Vietnam-
ese Anglicans only one family
had decided not to follow them
to Regents Park. But Mr Pham
hopes quickly to make up the
numbers through outreach strat-
egies. “Already since Christmas
we’ve had six conversions,” he
said.

“Vietnamese people don’t
know anything about Jesus Christ
because they are Buddhists,” Mr
Pham said. “Buddhists think that
you can only get to be with God
by doing good deeds. But when
Vietnamese hear that you only
need faith, they say that’s great!”
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(From left) Andy Tait, Jim Munro, Rob McAllum, Ron Denning and Nola Munro help renovate the
new counselling centre at Narrabeen. It was opened in February by the local parish and the ACC.

New counselling centre
meets needs on beaches

The Northern Beaches are cry-
ing out for counselling services,
according to the Rev Roger
Green, assistant minister at St
Faith’s, Narrabeen. And they are
about to receive them. St Faith’s,
in conjunction with the Anglican
Counselling Centre (ACC),
opened a new centre at
Narrabeen in February.

“There is a big need on the
Northern Beaches for counsel-
ling services,” Mr Green said.
The closest facilities are at
Manly; they are small and strug-
gle to meet the demand. “There
seems to be a large general hun-

ger for counselling,” he said.
“Even some schools are interested
in making use of the centre.”

“At first the centre will pro-
vide counselling for personal re-
lationships for all age groups. We
will even provide marriage coun-
selling and marriage prepara-
tion,” he said.

St Faith’s has turned a self-
contained cottage into meeting
rooms for use as a counselling
centre. “A lot of work has gone
into renovating the house,” said
Mr Green. “We wanted it to be
meeting rooms and offices not a
drop in centre.”

Mr Green said that at first
there will be at least three coun-
sellors renting the property with
this number increasing overtime.
“Some of the ACC counsellors
will also use the centre,” he said
“and ACC will use the premises
to run one of their courses.

“One of our key goals is to
use it as bridge to the commu-
nity. Itwill let people see that the
church is interested in them and
also let us take the gospel to the
community.”

For more information about
the facilities at Narrabeen phone
St Faith’s on (02) 9971 1048.
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The Eve ofthe Millennjum

Australians have elected a gov-
ernment that will take them
through to the eve of the third
millennium. We have at some
level given this government a
mandate as to how we hope our
country will be run. Within this,
we have also made a number of
assumptions about what things
are really important, the values
that we want to undergird our
nation, and indirectly, our lives.

Promise-breaking

In our cafés, shopping malls
and offices, a guessing game is
taking place as to how long it will
be before the government breaks
its first promise. We strangely
expect lies and even deception,
while at the same time hoping for
truth and integrity in our coun-
try’s leadership. But there is no

Surplice fees

banned

When | was rector at
Helensburgh | found myself in
the fortunate position of having
to conduct about one wedding a
year. My Saturday afternoons
were free to rip up to Port Hack-
ing in a catamaran. When 1was
appointed to Cronulla I sold my
catamaran, for Cronulla has a
long aisle. The only compensa-
tion was a little play-money for
a Saturday evening visit to the
local Chinese restaurant.

| have never been able to un-
derstand why we clerics see it as
our divine task to legislate the
“tithing of mint and cumin”. We
stand by while the ritual and or-
der of the Anglican church is
shredded, but get ourselves into
a lather over whether or not a
clergyman should receive sur-
plice fees. Why are we so unwill-
ing to trust each other in the ex-
ercise of our ministry? Why do
we so often assume that my way
of doing ministry is not only the
right way, but is the way every-
one else must do it? Why do we
so easily condemn, so quickly
infer the unrighteousness of the
ministry of others, so quickly
seek to extract the “speck”.

On the matter of surpice fees
there is no word from the Lord,
just personal assumptions
couched in the language of faith.
“For freedom Christ set us free.”
We are proclaimers of the free
grace of God in Christ, which
gospel is “the power of God unto
salvation”. When children of
grace become children of law
they are lost.

The Rev Bryan Findlayson
Cronulla

What blessing?

One thing about Robert’s col-
umn: it never leaves me where it
found me! 1refer to the Febru-
ary edition where he predicts that
“something called ‘The Alpha
Course’ will make an evangelis-
tic splash in 1997” and “You
heard it here first”. Wrong again!
| heard it elsewhere and often. 1

time like the present to rid our-
selves of cynicism, and to start
hoping and expecting truth in
word and deed.

One of the recurring themes
in the recent election campaign
was people’s distaste for arro-
gance. There is perhaps in this
some residual intolerance for tall
poppies in Australian society, but
it relates equally to such things
as the presence of pride and the
absence of humility.

It is right that these issues
concern us, just as it is right that
we call on those in authority to
account for the way they have
handled the responsibilities with
which they’ve been entrusted. It
has been suggested that politi-
cians’ behaviour in parliament
ought to be subject to a code of
ethics; perhaps such a code ought

can only hope that ifthis predic-
tion is correctthat people will not
use this course without seriously
modifying its content. It has a
brilliant format but its content is
unhelpful and in some places will
lead people astray.

However it was not this
which stirred me so much: it was
the discovery that another bless-
ing had come and that | had
missed out again! When
‘tongues’ were all the rage 1
missed out on that. When ‘bap-
tism in the Spirit” was the latest
fad, alas it passed me by. ‘Heal-
ing’ and ‘words of knowledge’
the same. When ‘prophesy’ was
going strong not only could 1not
do it but no one even had one for
me. (That none ofthem came to
pass didn’t seem to worry any-
body.) When the Toronto bless-
ing came my fate was the same.
Can you imagine my despair
when ldiscovered that the Syd-
ney blessing had come and | had
missed out on that too! Was it not
ever thus? Let me describe where
lam at in the hope that someone
might be able to tell me what
blessing 1have. 1lam bolt upright,
faculties functioning, and am full
of the joy of salvation.

John C Chapman
Penshurst

Time for unity
Over the January break I had op-
portunity to spend time outside the
Diocese and observe ministry in an
evangelical church ministering in
a liberal and hostile context - hos-
tile that is, to evangelicalism.
The issues that dominate for
the (few) evangelical clergy in
that Diocese, are matters such as
non-Christian counsellors (even
aw/i-Christian) being employed
by the Cathedral; clergy who find
their inspiration from Buddhist
monasteries (and see no conflict
with Jesus’ claims in the gospels
- because they are considered
fabrications ofthe early church);
a bishop who supports the ordi-

also to apply to their wider con-
duct. The Anglican Church has
always encouraged its people to
pray for leaders and those in au-
thority. We must not only pray
for their salvation, but also that
their influence would come both
to reflect and to engender the
values of Jesus’ kingdom.

It is not too much to expect.
Ifour faith and prayers can move
mountains, they can also move
the hearts and minds of cabinet
ministers and bureaucrats.

The place for hope

Likewise, despair ought to
have no place in the heart of
God’s people. We have a new
perspective on life, moving out-
ward from our own transforma-
tion, stretching outwards to touch
our friends, families, fellow

nation ofpractising homosexuals;
clergy days on “Anglicanism”
which make no mention of gos-
pel, the Bible or anything we
would see as Christian ministry.
1 returned to Sydney with a
question that | could not escape.
Why do we spend so much time
fighting over issues such as women
preaching to mixed congregations,
lay presidency, etc? It seems that
in the absence of the gospel and
the Bible to fight over, we will find
something else. A love ofthe Lord
Jesus and the gospel is no longer
enough - we introduce new labels
and new categories and new tests
to see whether people are really
‘orthodox’ or not! Do wejust love
controversy, a good argument?
1lwondered for a moment what
might happen if we focused more
on what unifies and less on what
divides us; if we actually decided
to work together in the cause ofthe
gospel; if all the passion and the
energy and the time and other re-
sources now spent in the cause of
argument were put behind gospel
work? Ifwe have so many episco-
pal, clerical and lay leaders who
love the gospel and the Lord Je-
sus, why aren’t we more effective
as a church in witnessing to the
gospel? Why are we so small?
Given who we are and what we be-
lieve, we should be unstoppable!
Or am | naive, idealistic?
Another question lay heavily
on me: why in Sydney, do we tend
to knock our leadership, no matter
who they seem to be? We are so
fortunate to have bishops who
love God and Jesus and believe
the Bible! Ofcourse they won’t do
things exactly the way we would
have done them - but surely we can
trust that they lead from a firm
foundation of love for the gospel
and a belief in the truth of the Bi-
ble as God’s Word. They might not
always get it ‘right’, but do we?
May the Lord give us grace to
get as passionate - no, more pas-
sionate - about the gospel itself
than we do over peripherals, and

workers, neighbours and those
with whom we share our local
communities.

Let us all maintain a deep and
lasting hope for our country, for
our society inall its diversity, that
it will reflect the values of
Christ’s kingdom, and that
through this more and more peo-
ple will come to know Jesus
Christ as their Lord.

Let us all long for and pursue
peace and justice, for good gov-
ernment and wisdom for our
leaders, for this pleases God and
enables the gospel to flourish.

Let us also maintain the call
for truth, not just as an abstract
concept, but something which is
embedded deeply in all our lives
and all our dealings, as well as
the lives and dealings of those
who govern us.

so to realise the unity we do have
in Sydney, in Christ, that we have
the humility to work with one an-
other in His cause, instead of
against one another in our own.
Mark Calder

Roseville

Gospel versus

structure?

It is a disappointment to me to
hear of the opposition towards
those who desire to take the gos-
pel to the Central Coast. Is the
mainenance of church structures
more important that the expan-
sion of the kingdom of God? Or
have we deceived ourselves into
thinking these are one and the
same thing?

| am glad to hear that the
Archbishop is keen to encourage
evangelistically enterprising ini-
tiatives. This Central Coast ven-
ture would appear to be such an
initiative, so why the reluctance
to support it? Are the praises of
men worth more than the treas-
ure we receive as we see those
coming into God’s family as a
result of the power of the gospel
preached? I don’t think so.

Did Paul tell Timothy to
preach the word, but only where
most people felt comfortable
about it? I understand the encour-
agement was to preach the word
in season and out of season. Per-
haps this Central Coast opportu-
nity is an out of season moment,
but it is still a moment to preach
the word. Thank God for those
who have the courage to stand up
and proclaim the word of God,
this Central Coast venture being
the latest but not the last of these
opportunities.

Gavin Parsons
Earlwood

Letters should ideally be 200
WORDS IN LENGTH. ItXT MAY BE
EDITED.

Address all letters to Cross
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Sydney welcomes new church

Singapore and Malaysia have
gained independence with the in-
auguration ofthe Anglican Prov-
ince of South East Asia and the
installation of the Rt Rev Moses
Tay Ling Kwong as its new arch-
bishop. The Cathedral of St
Andrew in Singapore was filled
to capacity on Friday, February
2, for the installation service.

The Archbishop of Sydney,
Harry Goodhew, attended not
only to represent Australia as
acting primate, but also because
of Sydney’s numerous connec-
tions with the region.

The service was conducted
by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr George Carey, who preached
from Isaiah 30. He spoke ofgiv-
ing glory to God, strengthening
and furthering the church’s fel-
lowship and partnership in the
gospel, and proclaiming it in obe-
dience to the great commission.

Archbishop Goodhew said,
“The four dioceses of the new
province are responsible for
reaching between 320 and 360
million people in their area. They
are in great heart, they look for
revival and for the spirit of God
to move powerfully across the
land. There were people from
Brunei who spoke movingly
about the need to be faithful in
the face of persecution.”

Archbishop Goodhew also
attended a retreat conducted by

Archbishop Carey, who spoke on
the operation of God’s power
through weak people, on build-
ing up God’s people, and on
Christian leadership. “They were
solid, practical and encouraging
times. George Carey is clearly a
man who has had a background
in parish ministry. He brings an
honest heart to his themes and
they were very helpful sessions,”
said Archbishop Goodhew.

God is very much at work in
the lives of those in this new
province. In Singapore’s Cathe-
dral itself, the gospel is pro-
claimed, the people aspire to mis-
sion and to see people alive to
God, and there is much energy
for mission and outreach.

“l was impressed by the lo-
cal Christians’ genuine piety and
their love for Christ. They have
great expectations of what God
will do through them. 1can un-
derstand how we in Sydney may
appear a little hard and calculat-
ing in the eyes of people like
this.”

Archbishop Goodhew
preached at the Church of St
John and St Margaret on Sunday,
February 4. The service ran for
about two hours and was full of
life. The charismatic movement
has opened Anglican churches in
Singapore to the genuine work of
God and brought many people to
faith in Christ.

Deacons look ahead

Some ofthenew deacons listening hard during their ordination service.
The 25 deacons ordained by Archbishop Goodhew on February 10,
1996 were: Colin Bale, Sarah Beggs, Andrew Buchanan, Michael
Cavanagh, Mark Charleston, Neil Ellis, Sue Emeleus, Martin Foord,
Matthew Greenwood, AndrewHeron, Lay Kum Ho, David Hohne, Mark
Leach, Geoffrey Leader, Andrew Monk, RogerMorey, StuartPearson,
Stephen Pivetta, RobertPowell, Kanishka De Silva Raffel, David Smitii,
Graeme Tutt, Neil Walthew, Sue Willis, and Matthew Yeo.
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Archbishop of the world’s newest province: Moses Tay.

“I met some delightful peo-
pie,” said Archbishop Goodhew.
“Many of them had good minis-

tries around the city both in as-
sociation with the church and out

of their cell groups.”

Tragedy now triumph
for Capetown bishop

In July 1993 the world was
stunned by a terrorist attack on a
South African Anglican church.
Masked gunmen burst into St
James’, Kenilworth and sprayed
the 1,500-strong congregation
with bullets and hand grenades.
Eleven died and 50 were injured.

In March and April the min-
ister of St James’, Kenilworth,
Bishop Frank Retief, will be in
Sydney to speak at several mis-
sions and conventions.

Frank’s book on the attack,
From Tragedy to Triumph, tells
ofthe long road to healing taken
by the congregation, which led
them to a fuller understanding of
God’s will and goodness.

Frank will be speaking at
Katoomba Easter Convention
from April 5-8 and at a mission
run by churches from St Ives and
Terrey Hills from March 28-31.
He will also be speaking at St
Alban’s, Lindfleld on March 27,
St Luke’s, Miranda on March 28
and at St Matthias’, Centennial
Park from 13-14 April.

As ayoung clergyman, Frank
and his wife Beulah began a min-
istry to children in the suburb of
Kenilworth. They began with a
kids’ club in the lounge room of
their small home, and parents
began to stay around and Join in.
A church was started and an old
hall was rented nearby. Now the

Bishop Frank Retief: will bring
a message of ‘hope out of
despair’ to Sydney this month.

church cares for over 3000 peo-
ple each week.

Frank’s desire to see the gos-
pel reach more people led him to
develop a strategy for planting
churches around a group of
church members from other dis-
tricts. As home fellowships grew,
they would rent a hall and then
move to larger premises as their
needs required. This has become
a model for all churches in the
Church of England in South Af-
rica (CESA), and has resulted in
ten daughter churches from St
James’ alone.

IN brief
Mother’s Union
makes a century
Mother’s Union will celebrate
100 years with a packed year.
Kicking offthe festivities will
be a service in St Andrew’s
Cathedral followed by a lunch
in the Lower Town Hall on
March 29. Wollongong will
hold its own Festival day on
March 22. Other functions
planned include the launch of
a Centenary History Book on
May 31 and a Fun Day at the
new Westmead Children’s
Hospital on June 2 (also see
InTouch p2).

New head for
Christian radio

Major Chris Witts of the Sal-
vation Army was appointed as
chief executive officer of
Christian radio station 2CBA-
FM in mid-January. Major
Witts trained as an announcer
with 2GB and was converted
while working as an an-
nouncer on 2XL in Cooma.

Ministry to children

Anglican Children’s Ministry
are hosting a seminar at St
Andrew’s House on March 21
at 2.00pm. The Rev Glenn
Davies, rector of St Luke’s,
Miranda, will speak about
ministry to children within
and outside the covenant re-
lationship. Ph: (02) 283 2635.

Prayer Books

go fora song

Nursing homes and parishes
with older congregations are
advised to contact Anglican
Press Australia (APA) to ob-
tain large print editions of An
Australian Prayer Book. The
release of the new A Prayer
Book for Australia has
prompted APA to dispose of
selected stock of the older
book at a nominal price. Li-
turgical resources will be also
be given away for free. Phone
(02) 283 2640 to get your

copy.

Baird speaks on
scripture

Bruce Baird, the former NSW
Liberal politician and organ-
iser of Sydney’s Olympic bid,
will support scripture teaching
at a Breakfast on March 26.
The breakfast for Scripture 21
will be held at the Royal Au-
tomobile Club, 89 Macquarie
St Sydney at 7:15 am. The cost
is $25 and reservations can be
made by contacting Andrea on
(02) 283 2637.

Correction

In the February edition of
Southern Cross it was incor-
rectly reported in an article
about the new women deacons
that Sue Emeleus helped with
communion while doing her
work as a chaplain at
Westmead Hospital. Ms
Emeleus in fact helps with fu-
nerals.
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StCatherine's reaffirms
Iite commitmentto giris

Amidst the recent controversy
over gender specific education,
sparked by the drop inboy’s HSC
results, St Catherine’s Anglican
Girls’ School has reaffirmed it’s
commitment to educating girls.

Celebrating the School’s
140th anniversary, public rela-
tions officer Alicia Watson said
the objectives of the school re-
mained as popular as ever. “In
these times of change with so
much controversy surrounding
the education of girls, St
Catherine’s at Waverley is con-

tinuing a fine tradition.”

According to Ms Watson, the
school’s founder, Mrs Barker,
wife of Bishop Barker, decided
that the daughters ofclergy should
be provided with “an education
equal to that given to boys.”

“This may have been ex-
pressed in different ways but the
God-given thread remains,” she
said.

Mrs Karaolis, the present
headmistress, agreed. “We are
celebrating our 140 years with
colourful festivity, because we

Barnett urges judicial
Inquiry into Jesus' life

Paul Barnett, the Bishop of North
Sydney, has urged a judicial in-
quiry’ into the life of Jesus. Giv-
ing the address at the service to
mark the opening of the New
South Wales Law Term on Janu-
ary 29, Bishop Barnett said that
many people dismiss Christ with-
out inquiry.

“Inquire, get the facts, do the
research, apply all reasonable
tests and let the truth lead where
it will,” Bishop Barnett said.

The service, held annually in
St James’ Church, King Street,
Sydney, was attended by nearly
400 people, includingjudges and
members of Sydney’s law com-
munity as well as the Archbishop
of Sydney, Harry Goodhew.

Bishop Barnett, who holds a
PhD in New Testament history,
told his listeners there was abun-
dant historical evidence about
Jesus and to support Christianity.
He said that people need look no
further than the New Testament
writers Paul, John, Luke and Pe-
ter.

“When God made himself
present among humankind 30
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lifetimes ago, he did so openly -
not in a comer - and God made
himself open to inquiry. We
make such inquiry as we read
what Jesus’ contemporaries
wrote about him in the collection
of texts we call the New Testa-
ment,” he said.

“The astonishing claim ofthe
apostles is that the great Creator
Spirit we call God made himself
visible and accessible in a man;
a man who represented God to
us and reveals God to us, a man
who is the means of reconcilia-
tion with God by his death, his
resurrection, the gift of his per-
sonal Spirit.”

“That man is open to inquiry
in what the apostles have writ-
ten. There are no sacred no-go
areas regarding inquiry into
Christianity. Everything is on the
table.”

“The resurrection is open to
inquiry, judicial, historical or
personal and, indeed, everything
else to do with Jesus.”

“1 feel that some people dis-
miss Christ without inquiry. | say
inquire.”

are joyful about being part of
such a heritage,” she said.

“Mrs Barker fought hard to
establish her school for girls: it
was her clearest goal and ambi-
tion.

“If she could see it now, 140
years later, she would rejoice as
we rejoice”.

Celebrations ofthe 140th an-
niversary of St Catherine’s will
include a service at St Andrew’s
Cathedral on March 3, an Open
Day on July 27 and an Anniver-
sary Ball on August 3.

Exeter wins

It’s been a dramatic year for the
small Southern Highlands con-
gregation at St Aidan’s Exeter.
First their church hall played a
starring role in the international
box office hit Babe, (as the
sheepdog trial committee room)
then their church building was
finished after a 100 year wait.

On December 3,1995, a cen-
tury after the first stone was laid,
the Bishop of Wollongong, Reg
Piper, officially dedicated the
new church addition. Since 1903
when the second phase of build-
ing was completed, the church
has stood with a temporary back
wall. Over the years corrugated
iron has been the only protection
from the weather, disguised sim-
ply by facing boards and paint.

“With the centenary of the
church in 1995, it was now or
never,” said rector’s secretary
Helen Staubner. “The entire vil-
lage became involved and great
efforts on the part ofthe wardens
and congregation raised suffi-
cient money to get the project
started.”

St Aidan’s is the only church
in Exeter and the locals claim it
as their own. Over 300 of them

Crystallising

Christianity

The basics of
Christianity have
been ‘crystallised’
into two new leaf-
lets prepared by

young Sydney
writer, John
Dickson.

The leaflets, en-
titled God in our
place and God in
our shoes Qx bright
and attractive, and
use simple terms to
present Christianity
in a way which is
easy to understand.

John Dickson, outreach di-
rector at St Clement’s, Mosman,
is the author oftwo books, Hang-
ing in There and A Sneaking Sus-
picion and was the lead singer of
the popular Christian band. In the

Silence.
The aim of
the leaflets
according
to Mr
Dickson is
to demys-
tify the im-
ages of God
and give
people the
basics with
which to un-
derstand
God and
form a Relationship with
him.

The leaflets cost 20 cents
each and are designed for people
from high school age onwards.
They are available from Angli-
can Media, Sydney, on (02) 9958
8003.

Oiscipling Somaderry

The parish of Bomaderry, which
serves its tiny South Coast com-
munity, has been showing large
Sydney churches a thing or two
about ministry. Dave Aber, a
member of St Stephen’s,
Bomaderry has started a program
called Churches Alive, designed
to help parishes improve their
ministry strategies. Based on a
similar idea operating in America
since the 1970s, Bomaderry is
attracting people from around the
Shoalhaven and as far away as
Castle Hill in Sydney to learn
about the program.

"Churches Alive helps a lo-
cal church look at their discipling
ministry and find ways of im-
proving them,” Mr Aber said. He

explained that it could help a
church establish support strate-
gies for new members like wel-
coming groups.

Last September Mr Aber or-
ganised a conference which
“helped people improve their
leadership skills and continue
working at group ministry,” he
said.

The success of that meeting
which attracted more than 70
people has encouraged him to
organise a similar conference at
Bomaderry in May.

Mr Aber said that developing
discipling ministries should be a
priority for all churches. “There
IS no option,” he said. “We have
a God given command to do it.”

top hill after 100 year walit

Bishop Piperand builder Chris Cooper admire the new wall.

attended the dedication service
which also saw Bishop Piper con-
firm two new members of the
congregation.

As one older member said,
“Now we have this additional

seating space, let’s stop looking
back; let’s move ahead energeti-
cally, prayerfully and enthusias-
tically to fill these pews. Every
day counts and every soul is im-
portant.”
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Spirit, Word and World
This is the sub-title of a new book
published by Oxford University
Press. Evangelical Christianity in
Australia is the work of Australian
church historian Dr Stuart Piggin,
Master of Robert Menzies College
at Macquarie University.

He argues that “evangelicalism
is best understood... as a movement
concerned with three major ele-
ments - Spirit, Word and world - and
that when these three are synthesised
the movement is strong, and when
they are separated the movement is
weak.”

Historians and scholars will no
doubt debate this idea. | touch on it
now, by way of focusing on three
areas of vital interest for all who fol-
low Christ.

Spirit

The life of the individual be-
liever, and the life of the church, is
of necessity life in the Spirit. The

ARCHBISHOP WrItes

gospel whicb-proclaims the message
of life, which calls for Repentance and
faith, becomes effective in people
through the regenerating work ofthe
Holy Spirit. New birth is the work
of the Holy Spirit.

Christian character, Christian
gifts and graces, Christian ministry,
and a deepening knowledge of God,
are all the work of the Spirit. He
makes the dead bones live. He isthe
gift to us of our ascended Saviour,
come from the Father to be our ad-
vocate and guide.

It is vital that we as churches and
as individuals live in conscious de-
pendence upon that Spirit. We are
bound to took to him and seek never
to grieve him, and rejoice in the life
he communicates to us.

Word
The Word, Holy Scripture, is
given to us by the work of God the

Harry
Goodhew

Spirit. It is God’s instrument by
which we may know his mind and
will to the measure that he has cho-
sen to reveal that to us. It provides
all that is needed for salvation and
godliness. It concerns me to hear that
believers do not study and reflect on

Farewell! After eightyears offaithful service Miss Dorothy Steel (left), assistant to the Archbishop,
has retired. She has passed the demandingjob on to Miss Ruth Sefton (right), who was personal
assistantto the Vice Chancellorofthe University of Sydney. Miss Sefton says she is looking forward
to working with the Archbishop of Sydney. Miss Steel believes new doors would open for herin
retirement. “My years of Christian ministry are notyetfinished, ” she said.

Values ‘neglected’ In schools

At January’s annual meeting of
the Australian Christian Forum
on Education, held at New Col-
lege, University of NSW, all six
speakers stressed values as an
essential, ifneglected, ingredient
in education. They also criticised
the weight given to efficiency
and cost cutting.

Professor Fenton Sharpe, a
former NSW Director-General,
described the 1990s as a time of
paradox. The rhetoric of manage-
ment and leadership stresses the
human side of organisations. It
is laden with religious and Chris-

MARCH

1Q Q6

tian fervour and sits comfortably
with the professional service
ethic of many teachers. On the
other hand the actions of those
who manage large school sys-
tems are based on the principles
ofeconomic rationalism charac-
teristic ofthe 1980s. The gap be-
tween rhetoric and reality leads
to cynicism and low morale.
After the meeting Dr Allan
Beavis, Master of New College,
and Miss Tracey Newlands ofthe
Institute of Values Research
summed up the symposium, en-
deavouring to ensure that Chris-

tian principles held their place in
school programs. These papers,
with symposium items, will be
published by NEXUS or the Jour-
nal of Christian Education.

Future activities ofthe Forum
include seminars led by Dr Alan
Watson based on his published
paper Encouragement: the Key
to Growth and Learning; and a
functioning sub-committee occu-
pied with contributing to the
NSW HSC review. Written com-
ment can be addressed to ACFE,
Box 139, Lidcombe 2141, or by
fax on (02) 746 2710.

Rejoicing
after 35 years

Celebrating 35 years since
their ordination recently were:
(back) Len Abbott, Graham
Harrison, Stan Richardson,
Daryl Robinson, Tony Lamb,
Peter Carman, Ross
McDonald, (front) Ron
Coleman, Carl Feldman,
Bishop Robinson (who gave a
devotion), Grahame Defty and
Peter Kemp.

it daily and that churches read less of
it now in services than has been our
practice in the past.

The living Spirit and the inspired
Word are the sources of our life and
strength. Dr Piggin is right to remind
us of the need to have a proper bal-
ance in being nourished by God’s
provision. Each congregation and
each believer needs both; and both
in harmony. Focus on the Spirit with-
out submission to the Word creates
the possibility of outcomes which
have no warrant in Scripture: they
mar the life of the people of God.
Focus on the Word without reliance
on the work ofthe Spirit will produce
sterility, prayerlessness and activity
solely driven by human resources.

World

The proper movement ofa healthy
combination of Spirit and Word is
outward. First am outward movement

from the individual and congrega-
tions towards God: praise, adoration,
love, surrender, faith, prayer and obe-
dience. Then out to others in the
church and in the world. Out to broth-
ersand sisters in love ofanother kind.
Outto the lost, communicating God’s
good news ofredemption. Out toall,
in generous practical expressions of
God’s beneficent character to the
world that he nourishes even in their
rebellion. A fallen world and flawed
institutions create the arena in which
most men and women of the spirit
and the Word are called to live out
the faith. Concern for this must join
the other two.

A personal challenge

Observing the appropriate com-
bination of Spirit, Word and world
is not something reserved for aca-
demics. It is a synthesis required in
each individual, church and diocese.
| pray that it may be well done by
us for the glory of God.

Archbishop Writes is reproduced below for our Chinese readers.
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'Son of a preacher
man’ comes to town

Franklin Graham, older son of
preacher Billy Graham, will
speak to thousands of Australians
at Festival ’96, held at Parramatta
Park on March 8-10.

Franklin Graham admits he is
a reformed ‘rebel’ whose young
adult years were marred by smok-
ing, drinking, fighting and expul-
sion from a Christian college. By
the time he was a young man,
Franklin was running from God
and the public’s expectation of
him as Billy Graham’s son.

It wasn't until the age of 22,
after a conversion experience in

a Middle East, that Franklin ac-
cepted God.

New 43, Franklin is being
groomed as the successor to the
Billy Graham legend. Late last
year, ill health forced Billy
Graham to cancel his plans to
travel to Australia, and Franklin
stepped in to take his place.

The Rev Karl Faase, chair-
man of the Festival committee,
said, “God is doing something
unigue and we must continue.
We feel that this Festival is the
beginning of a process of mov-
ing Australians together.”
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AUSTRALIA
IN brief

Surfers grow up
Leaders of Christian Surfers
from around Australia will
gather for a convention at
Forster during Easter under
the theme ‘Growing Up.” For
more information phone Troy
Samways on (049) 50 0391

Armidale’s exports
Since the Rev Ken Allen (pic-
tured above with fiancé
Danielle Grasse) became rec-
tor of St Chad’s, Putney, and
the Rev Roger Chilton the new
rector of St Swithun’s,
Pymble, yet another leading
light from the Diocese of
Armidale has made the move
to Sydney. The Rev Andrew
Dircks, formerly school chap-
lain and the diocesan media
director, is now set to educate
Sydneysiders about CMS.
Andrew joined the NSW
Branch staff as Mission Edu-
cation secretary in January.
The new job will see him pro-
moting the work of CMS in
the North Sydney, Parramatta
and South Sydney regions as
well as the Newcastle and
Bathurst dioceses.
Meanwhile, Armidale’s
Bishop Peter Chiswell re-
cently ordained five new dea-
cons in his diocese: Rodney
Chiswell (his son), Bruce
Bennett, Richard Maude, Julie
McKay and David Rogers-
Smith. Canon John Chapman
preached at the service.

Women on the wall
The National Anglican Con-
ference scheduled for Can-
berra in 1997 will provide an
unusual way to look at wom-
en’s contribution to the
church.

A seven-panelled wall
hanging is being prepared by
women’s groups from each
state. Designed by Sydney art-
ist Vicki Conomy it will fo-
cus on issues confronting
women in the church and the
wider community.

Ched for

missionary kids

A new organisation has been
formed to ease the concerns of
missionary parents about the
education of their children.
The Childrens Education De-
partment (CHED) has been
formed by Wycliffe Bible
Translators Australia to help
missionary children with the
curriculum and provide access
to resources.

SOUTHERN CROSS

Aboriginal
pastor stands for cathedral bids fond
reconciliation

Bill Bird: reconciliation needed in church and politics.

Aboriginal pastor for South Syd-
ney, the Rev Bill Bird, has de-
manded that the government do
more to reconcile white and in-
digenous Australians.

Standing for a Senate seat
with the Call to Australia Party
at the recent Federal elections,
Mr Bird said the elections were

Young

Only two representatives from
Sydney attended the recent Na-
tional Gathering of Young An-
glicans despite widespread pub-
licity, according to one ofthe rep-
resentatives, Liz Pemberton. Liz,
who attended the event on behalf
of the Anglican Youth Depart-
ment, said she tried to raise
awareness ofthe week in Sydney
parishes. “lwas disappointed that
more people from Sydney didn’t
come,” she said, “but that was
understandable because so many
other things were on at the time.”

The event was held from
January 12-19 at Mount Tam-
bourine in the Gold Coast hinter-
land. “It was a beautiful location
for the second National Gather-
ing,” she said, “and more than
450 people aged under 25 at-
tended.”

“They had come from all over
Australia and even from Fiji and
Canada. They all grew in faith,
shared in worship and fellow-
ship, and had a lots of fun!”

The theme of the Gathering
was ‘Break Free’ - breaking free
to love others, love God and
share his truth. “The teaching
was challenging,” Liz said. “We
went through the Lord’s Prayer
and were made to re-evaluate
what we think when we pray.”

Liz said the evenings were
dedicated to special topics. “One
evening focused on forgiveness
and looked at Aboriginal and jus-
tice issues. There was a lot oftalk
encouraging us to be active in

a perfect opportunity to tell peo-
ple about God’s forgiveness. He
said people should use such op-
portunities to come together and
“bring God back to this country.”

Mr Bird described how he
grew up hating white people, but
learnt the meaning of forgiveness
as he walked with God.

farewell to

They were out in force at St
Andrew’s Cathedral on Sunday,
January 28. White-haired ma-
trons sporting ‘No Republic’
stickers and brandishing Austral-
ian flags, dark-suited profession-
als, tourists slung with cameras,
volunteers and office-bearers
from dozens of charities, va-
grants from the Sydney Square
benches, and the “mums and
dads” of Sydney.

In a public show of affection,
made all the more fervent by the
controversy surrounding the
passing on of the vice-regal ba-
ton, they joined the regular con-
gregation to give retiring NSW
Governor, Rear Admiral Peter
Sinclair and his wife Shirley a
send-offto remember.

Before reading the Second
Lesson, Governor Sinclair joked
that he was greatly relieved that
no “lightning bolt” had followed
the choir’s rousing three cheers
outside or the spontaneous ap-
plause when he had entered the
Cathedral. He spoke, too, of the
personal significance of St
Andrew’s to his family, some of
whom were present, as the
church in which he and his wife
were married.

“And 1can tell you that 1lhave
drawn - as has Shirley - great

Governor

spiritual strength from attending
this Cathedral, especially over
the last five and a halfyears.”

Finally in a veiled comment
on the foreshadowed changes to
the Governor’s role, he referred
to the “very strong spiritual link”
between Government House and
the Cathedral, and said he hoped
that the “proud tradition” of Gov-
ernors worshipping there for over
150 years would continue.

Archbishop Harry Good-
hew’s message, while clearly
aimed at encouraging the
Sinclairs, avoided direct refer-
ence to the controversy.

When the hard knocks come,
said Archbishop Goodhew, our
only hope is if we can say, like
the Psalmist, “For God alone my
soul waits insilence, for my hope
is for him. He alone is my rock
and my salvation, my fortress. 1
shall not be shaken.”

More applause, sustained and
hearty, followed Archbishop
Goodhew’s presentation of “his
and hers” copies ofthe new Aus-
tralian Prayer Book to the vice-
regal couple at the end of the
service.

The end of an era? Perhaps.
But as he took his leave, a grin-
ning Governor Sinclair quipped,
“We’ll be back!”

Anglicans 'break free*

Liz Pemberton (far left) with a few of the 450 young Anglicans gathered at the Gold Coast

reconciliation with Aboriginal
people.” Participants also chose
workshop topics such as evange-
lism and personal relationships.
One of Liz’s electives looked at
Kids Club and youth group
games. “I found the program on
Youth issues really useful,” she
said. “They showed us how to use
games effectively for youth work
and | picked up some good ideas

and resources.”

According to Liz the organ-
isers of the National Gathering
hoped that everyone would go
home to become agents of God
in the places where they live. “1
believe God certainly touched,
moved and challenged people
from different backgrounds and
dioceses,” she said. “1would ask
everyone to pray that those who

attended would break free into
the love and truth of Christ and
so help others to do the same.”
“The next National Gathering
of Young Anglicans will be in
Perth in 1998,” Liz said. *Start
thinking and praying about go-
ing, and saving your pennies so
you can be part of the next com-
ing together of young people
from across the whole country.”
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Loans change lives In India

In India, a loan 0 f$50 can change
a life. Mr Vijay Pande used to
make a dollar a day going from
door to door collecting unwanted
plastic, paper and glass bottles,
carrying them on his shoulders
and selling them to wholesalers.
With the assistance of the Arch-
bishop of Sydney’s Overseas Re-
lief and Aid Fund (ORAF) Mr
Pande borrowed $47 to buy a bi-
cycle to transport his goods and
his income has almost doubled.

Mr Pande was just one of a
wide range of beneficiaries that
the Assistant Director of the
ORAF, Mrs Sandra Burcher, met
on a recent monitoring trip to
India.

“It’s sobering to realise that
what seems like a small amount
of money to us can be used to
dramatically improve someone’s
quality of life,” she said.

The ORAF is working around
Amravati in central India with
CDS, a Christian organisation
which finances small loans on
low interest rates to enable peo-
ple to start or improve their own
businesses and break out of the
poverty cycle.

“Nothing can prepare you for
the terrible poverty that people
live in,” Mrs Burcher said.
“There are simply millions of
people who have absolutely
nothing. They are too poor even

Mr Vijay Pande used to make a dollar a day before ORAF loaned him money for a new bicycle.

to live in the slums.”

Mr Damu Dongre is a mem-
ber of what is known in India as
the poorest of the poor. He and
his wife and two children sleep
next to their roadside stall which
sells tea for four cents a cup. Mr
Dongre was a rickshaw puller
until his health grew worse. Last
year he approached CDS for a

Gospel beats
ban In Argentina

The head of a leading Argentin-
lan University has effectively
endorsed aggressive evangelism,
opening up the campus for the
first time to CMS missionaries.

“We have done all that we
can for students away from home
and it isn’t enough. It’s time that
the churches had access to the
university. But they mustn’t wait
for the students to go to them. An
attitude of healthy aggression is
needed to make contact with the
students,” the head of the Uni-
versity of North-Eastern Argen-
tina said.

Officially all religious activ-
ity has been banned on that cam-
pus since 1917.

However, CMS missionary
Peter Blowes, originally from
Sydney, and the President of the
local Pastors’ Fraternal, have
convinced the university of their
plan to build a chapel.

Mr Blowes said the univer-
sity recognised that up until now
political groups had influenced
students, and that the contribu-
tion ofthe churches and religious
groups was needed.

This new openness on the
part ofthe University authorities
is parallelled by an openness by
students and academic staff “It
meant that the Evangelistic Im-
pact which we organised late
August was received very posi-
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Left to right: Terry, Rosana
and Peter Blowes

tively, with mimes, concerts,
posters, and tracts providing a
background for the personal
evangelism done by Christian
students,” Mr Blowes said.

Peter and Terry Blowes first
went to Argentina O years ago
with CMS, as staff workers with
the Argentinean Christian student
group, ABUA, which has links
with the International Fellowship
of Evangelical Students (IFES).

To support the Blowes’ min-
istry phone CMS on (02) 267
3711.

$157 loan to buy a hand cart,
kerosene stove and the basic
stock for his tea stall. Mr Dongre
has been meticulous about pay-
ing back his loan, even cutting
back his household expenses of
$1.20 per day in order to make
the repayments.

“The monitoring trip was
very successful,” Mrs Burcher

said. “1 was able to see firsthand
that the funds that had been do-
nated were being used correctly
and that people were really ben-
efiting from the program.”

Anyone interested in making a dona-
tion can send it to: The Archbishop
of Sydney’s Overseas Reliefand Aid
Fund, PO Box Q190, Queen Victoria

Building, Sydney 2000.

Evangelical faith a
gift 'to be shared
with whole church*

The Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr George Carey, has said
evangelicals should not believe
that they alone have the whole
truth about God.

Addressing over 2,000 peo-
ple at Wembley Conference Cen-
tre on January 12 to mark the
150th anniversary of the Evan-
gelical Alliance UK, Dr Carey
paid tribute to the impact of
evangelicals, saying that the Dec-
ade of Evangelism and the Re-
newal movement would have
been far less significant without
their guidance and energy.

But he challenged evan-
gelicals to avoid past attitudes
that equated evangelicalism with
the only ‘true Church’. Dr Carey
said, “Their cry has gone up, ‘We
alone have the whole truth about
God and therefore the whole
Church ofJesus Christ should be
like us' .

Not surprisingly, said Dr
Carey, other Christians had of-
ten felt unable to receive a gift
offered on such terms.

“Evangelicals do not consti-
tute the whole of Christendom,
however strong, significant or
large they become. But | remain
convinced that evangelical faith
and spirituality are gifts to be
shared with the whole Church,”

he said.

Despite a strong evangelical
tradition of mature thought and
reflection, anguished questions
ofthe world had sometimes been
met with simplistic answers. “We
must repent when those who are
looking for faith have been re-
pelled by naive responses to their
deep questions,” he said.

“l am not for one moment
suggesting a drift into ‘wishy-
washiness’, but many people are
on spiritual journeys. They are
genuine seekers after truth and if
too many walls are built they may
be prevented from discovering
the One who is the goal of all
such journeys.”

Dr Carey challenged his au-
dience to recommit themselves to
prayer in the pursuit of effective
evangelism.

“Prayer has been at the heart
of missionary churches down the
centuries,” he said. “When the
fire of prayer goes out it is usu-
ally replaced by the barrenness
of busyness.

“Through prayer, and a fresh
vision of Christ, we can ensure
that the driving force of all we
do will not be the spirit of sur-
vival but the spirit of renewal as
we see God work in new and
wonderful ways.”

WORLD
IN brief

Evangelicals

with heart

The Evangelical Alliance’s
Tear Fund has launched a pro-
gram designed to reduce pov-
erty in Britain. Tear Fund’s
UK Action program will fi-
nance community develop-
ment programs run by congre-
gations to support long-term
unemployed people, the
lonely elderly and young peo-
ple thrown out of school. The
Evangelical Alliance says the
Tear Fund is aimed at helping
evangelical churches see the
benefits of “confronting pov-
erty issues seriously,”

Euthanasia an
option says Spong
John Selby Spong, Bishop of
Newark in the US, recently
said helping someone to com-
mit suicide was morally ac-
ceptable. “Assisted suicide is
going on all the time,” he said.
“What we are doing is bring-
ing the issue out into the
open.” The Diocese of
Newark passed a resolution
endorsing Spong’s views on
euthanasia on January 26.
The outspoken Bishop,
known for his books rejecting
the virgin birth and the resur-
rection of Christ, also an-
nounced his intention to retire
as soon as a successor is
elected. This is expected to
occur within two years.

Bombed, but

better than ever
After the 1992 and ’93 IRA
bombings, St Helen’s,
Bishopsgate, in London, has
now been extensively rebuilt.

It was officially reopened
in February. The church now
provides seating for 1000,
double what it used to hold.

Among the aims ofthe ar-
chitect, Quinlan Terry, was
that the congregation should
be able to read the Bible eas-
ily throughout the day. Shat-
tered stained glass has been
replaced by clear glass, the
walls are white, the floor is
cream stone.

Funds for the work came
from insurance payments,
grants, and gifts from St
Helen’s congregations.

“We haven’tasked the city
of London for a penny,” said
the rector. Prependary Dick
Lucas.

Anglican Church in
gay rights debate
Leaders of the Anglican
Church from around the world
have called on their church to
debate the issue ofgay rights.

Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, head of the church in
Southern Africa, compared
the search for gay rights with
the struggle against apartheid.

Other leading churchmen
who called for the debate in-
cluded the heads ofthe church
in Canada, America and Scot-
land.
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Backyard bush becomes Noah's ark for frog

By Kathy Stone

When 11-year-old Amber Phipps
spotted a Green and Gold Bull-
frog in the back yard of her fam-
ily home there were small but sig-
nificant changes ahead for the
inner-west suburb of Greenacre.

For one thing, the bullfrog is
a rare character in these parts. For
another. Amber’s dad, Graeme,
just happens to be the former
principal curator at Taronga Park
Zoo and knows a thing or two
about creatures great and small.

Mr Phipps convinced the lo-
cal government to establish a
small reserve on Cox’s Creek
where the frogs can be protected.
At the moment it’sJust a strip of
scrub bordered by back yard
fences but soon the Phipps hope
to see it transformed into an im-
portant eco-sanctuary inthe heart
of suburbia.

“The first thing that needs to
be done is to take the weeds out

and clean the area up a bit,” Mr
Phipps said.

“We won’t only be concen-
trating on the frog. We want to
establish a seed bank where we
can propagate plants and extend
the value ofthe reserve.”

Mr Phipps, who attends St
Andrew’s Anglican Church,
Lakemba, isa keen environmen-
talist and believes local reserves
and bio-parks are the zoos of the
future. He also wants to encour-
age Christians to get involved in
environmental projects.

“It seems incomprehensible
that we should make use of the
environment without giving any
thought to how we go about it,”
he said.

“To denigrate the value of
wild living things and to mini-
mise their importance seems to
run contrary to what we know of
God the creator who said crea-
tion was good and that people
were to be wise stewards.”

Graeme Phipps with children Amber and Alexander: transforming a strip of scrub into a reserve.

Bringing our Country Alilve

The Bush Church Aid Society began in 1919, with a pioneering spirit. Its vision was to reach outback Australians with prayer and with people offering
Christ’s life giving message. The spirit of innovative work begun by deaconesses, parish clergy, mobile mission vans, hostels for bush children. Mailbag
Sunday School, remote and Flying Medical Services, continues today through men and women prepared to stand by the people who live and work in

remote and rural Australia.

Our staff are everyday Australians prepared to give extraordinary service. Working in an area covering more than half of Australia, they provide
community leadership, pastoral and practical care, training, medical service and spiritual counsel which brings people good news - "bush people are
not forgotten by God", nor by many faithful supporters who help through prayer, regular financial support, bequests and encouragement of our field staff.

Co-operating with more than ten Anglican Dioceses and sending Anglican clergy and workers with the support of home Dioceses, BCA is an Anglican
voluntary society seeking to bring the country alive to God.

NSW State Office: Level 7, 37 York Street,

Sydney 2000. Telephone: (02) 262 5017

The Bush Church AId Societ;y of Australia

Serving

Specialists in Design and Installation of
High Quality Public Address Sound Systems for Churches.

.making church scund better
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remote and

rural

people through the Anglican Church

fAou/ulL

A division of Audio Advice Ry Ltd

call Ken Sandell
Phone (02) 627 1895
Fax (02) 627 5018

MARCH 1996



sue Willis 3

Wollongong Region Supplement

rogersummerill 3

starting up
in nowra

Christians
on the air

Austinmer takes off!

On Sunday, February
18, the new church in
Austinmer was offi-
cially dedicated. Beth
Deibridge, a parish-
ioner, tells the story of
its humble begin-
nings...

The old RSL Club across the road
from our church building had not
been very attractive for some
time; a severe straight up and
down block shape rising from the
edge ofthe footpath, various out-
dated surfaces on the exterior
walls, lots of cold glass, some
‘stalactites’ hanging from leak-
ing overhangs and parts of the
roof.... and that was the outside!
Inside there was a strong smell
ofold smoke and stale beer, daz-
zling orange tiles around the bar
which occupied central place,
walls in need of painting, and a
generally run-down, dingy at-
mosphere.

Why, then, would an appar-
ently sensible Anglican congre-
gation forsake a traditional
building, one that had been cared
for over the year, had quite a lot
of money spent on it not so long
ago, and in which many of the
congregation had been baptised,
confirmed, married and had
many dear family memories?
All to buy a building that was
obviously going to require an
enormous commitment of
money, muscle and sweat to
make functional as a building for

a church.

It came down to a realisation
that we could stay cosy and com-
fortable where we were, in our
functional but smallish set of
buildings, but we would have to
ignore that our congregation had
been quietly growing, that quite
often there were not many spare
seats, that the Sunday School
teachers were having enormous
difficulties with too many chil-
dren, that in fact we were at that
time in a position to take off, and
to grow our church in this dis-
trict. We could grow that is, ex-
cept that our buildings would
limit us. There would simply not
be enough room.

During this time, the RSL had
gradually been running down and
decided to sell. Such opportuni-
ties come rarely, and suddenly a
committee which had been set up
to look at the future building re-
quirements ofthe Austinmer con-
gregation had something very
important to investigate.

Their investigations led to a
recommendation, which led to an
overwhelmingly positive re-
sponse from the congregation,
and the decision was made.

The project has affected peo-
ple in many ways.

Matthew Pickering, who
came to this parish as rector at
the beginning of 1995 says his
reaction to it all has been a mix-
ture of bewilderment and won-
der, that the learning curve has
been a steep one but that his con-

fidence in the church and Jesus’
rule of it has been renewed, and
his commitment to see the project
through has been deepened.

Many have found this to be
an exciting time, with a sense of
things happening and a new dy-
namism, but the transition has
also presented challenges of
many kinds. Some of us have
found that the old ways of doing
things need to be varied to ac-
commodate the larger congrega-
tion and the larger spaces.

Flexibility and lateral think-
ing have been required.

One member of our congre-
gation has said she felt the new
building is a symbol of what can
be achieved by people working
together, and this has been dem-
onstrated nowhere more clearly
than in the numerous working
bees. People have contributed not
only with muscle work, but with
lunches and morning teas; wher-
ever there has been a need some-
one has a talent to meet it.

Some feel that the nature of
the building establishes us as a
church that is looking more seri-
ously at the community, that we
are indeed developing a greater
outreach mentality.

There is certainly a signifi-
cant degree of interest,
bemusement and curiosity from
the community with passers-by
often coming in to see what we
have done.

We have been reminded over
and over again, not only through

Youth h

No, its not a weekend of skirmish
ora Rambo type discovery week-
end. WAR  stands for
Wollongong Anglican Regional
Training and Development
weekend.

This is a new initiative to
bring people from the whole re-
gion together on April 12-14,
1996 at Camp Koloona on the
Shoalhaven, River for a relaxed
weekend of training, develop-
ment and fellowship.

The weekend isaimed at peo-
ple 18 to 30ish, and will be a re-
laxed environment of teaching

team players

kick
starting
miranda
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The Rev Matthew Pickering celebrates the new church with two
of his parishioners, Debbie French and Chris Cox.

the decision to sell our building,
but as we have met, initially in a
bam like area, building material
and mbble nearby, and tempo-
rary lights hanging from the
beams, how important it isto re-
member what we so often say.

that the people are the church.

It will be a long time before
our building is “finished’, but it
is already wonderfully functional
and able to be used in the bigger
vision of growing the church in
Austinmer.

ead offto WAR

from the Bible and seminars cov-
ering a number of topics.
Bishop Reg Piper will be
present for the whole weekend
and will lead the Bible Studies.
The seminars will be taken by
people with experience and cover
topics such as creative Bible
studies, multiculturalism and
ministry, women and ministry,
passion for Christ in the work
place and other relevant topics.
The program will also include a
dinner party on Saturday night
and a late breakfast on Sunday
morning as well as plenty of free

time.

The weekend will provide
time to meet and relax with both
the Bishop and people from other
areas ofthe Wollongong Region.
It also will encourage partici-
pants to see their lives and work
in relation to Christ and his vi-
sion for the world. The cost will
be $50 for the whole weekend
and there are limited places. Ad-
vertisement pamphlets will be in
churches in mid-February.

For any questions please con-
tact Sean Heslehurst on (042)
948216
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Bishop
Speaks

Your parish will shortly receive

our Regional Prayer diary. Re-

quests for prayer and thanksgiv-

ing were collected from each of
the parishes and regional minis-

tries and then assembled under

each day. This provides an or-

dered way for us to pray for

God’s Kingdom in our region. 1
commend it to your use.

On 23 March, people from
the Shoalhaven Deanery will
pray with me for the region. The
Prayer Day wilt be held 8.00am
- 4.00pm. lhave written to the
rectors and pastoral teams invit-
ing them to the day and through
them, their congregations also.
I hope that many will come.

Why do we go to so much
trouble to organise ourselves for
prayer? Why does our church
spend so much time not only
reading the Bible but also pray-
ing, even preparing a Prayer
Book? We do it because God
promises to hear believing
prayer. We want to be a church
where God guides, empowers
and determines the outcome of
our activity.

Our Apostle Paul was insist-
ent that we should be about our
prayers. As he concludes
Ephesians he pleads urgently
with the saints to pray.

He tells us to pray in the
Spirit. Every person who has
heard the gospel and believed in
Christ has been sealed with the
Spirit. Believers are to put off
the old humanity and put on the
new so that we won’t grieve the
Spirit. We are then to keep on
being filled with the Spirit. As
we do this, so we are to pray.

We are to pray as men and
women strong in the grace ofour
Lord Jesus Christ. We have his
resurrection power at work in us.
We are seated with Christ at
God’s right hand. We will share
in the glory of his inheritance
with all his saints. We know that
God loves us in Christ. We know
that the love of Christ is so great
that we will never be able to un-
derstand it in all its dimensions.
Let us pray in this Spirit.

He also tells us to pray in the
Spirit with great enthusiasm: we
are to pray at all times; to pray
with all prayer and supplication;
to pray for all the saints; to pray
with all perseverance.

Sometimes 1 fear for many
professing Christians. There is
apathy in their prayers. They do
not appear to be strongly loyal
to Christ. They seem to be at
peace with his enemies. They
have no loathing of sin. This is
not New Testament Christianity!

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
once commented, “We should
pray when we are in a praying
mood, for it would be sinful to
neglect so fair an opportunity.
We should pray when we are not
in a praying mood for it would
be dangerous to remain in so un-
healthy a condition.”

Please pray for God’s bless-
ing on our church.

RegP " ris the Bishop ofWbllongong.
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New clergy: ready to go

Wollongong region deacons, ordained February 11, 1996: (left to right) Sue Willis (Nowra), Colin
Bale (Bowral), Mark Charleston (Engadine), David Hohne (Jannali), Stephen Rivetta (Minto), Matthew
Yeo (Miranda), Geoff Leader (Sylvania) and Robert Powell (Berrima with Moss Vale).

Wollongong region priests, ordained December 17,1995: (left to right) Archdeacon Lindsay Stoddart,
lan Barnett (Figtree), Mark Howard (Shoalhaven Heads), lan Lawton (West Wollongong), Graham
Stanton (Wollongong), Guy Matthews (Camden) and Bishop Reg Piper.

MU celebrates its centenary

By Sally Jackson

Sydney Diocese Mothers’ Union
is celebrating its centenary this
year, and members in the
Wollongong area are looking for-
ward to taking part in the activi-
ties.

Wollongong will hold its own
Festival Day on March 22. Later
in the year, a special Celebration
Day will be held in Wollongong,
with displays by branches, a
lunch and musical entertainment.

On Monday, June 3, national
president Elizabeth Appleby will
visit Wollongong to speak to
members and present a number
of 50-year membership badges.

As a special Centenary gift to
the community, Mothers’ Union
is organising a series of regional
seminars on Conflict Resolution.
In the Wollongong area, the MU
Conference Day at Corrimal on
October 15 will be combined
with talks on the theme “Moth-
ers and grandmothers, and their
relationships with children”. The
speakers will be Margaret Fuller,
of Anglican Counselling,
Wollongong and Trevor Batson,
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of Careforce, Wollongong. It will
be open to everyone.

There are 10 branches in
Wollongong - Lake Illawarra
deanery. The next deanery days
will be held on April 29 and Sep-
tember 2, and are always well at-
tended in the area.

In the Wollongong area
members visit Wollongong and
Shellharbour Hospital maternity
wards to present gifts to new
mothers and their babies. This
year they will be presenting a
special MU Centenary Bible to
the babies, a gift from the Bible
Society which has donated
10,000 copies to MU. Members
also knit endless pairs of booties
and sew tiny gowns for prema-
ture babies. One of their most
endearing ideas was making the
gowns in cheerful Christmas
prints, bringing a moment ofjoy
on Christmas morning to parents
worried about their tiny
newborns.

Mothers are also hostesses at
three local courts - Family,
Wollongong and Port Kembla -
to provide ‘tea and sympathy’, a

Working

boundaries

The production of the Anglican
Media video. Buddhism: In search
ofParadise, not only presented an
opportunity to reach across ethnic
and religious boundaries, but ena-
bled many segments of our church
to join together in ministry.

The original idea stemmed
from Mark Hadley and Trevor
Middleton. Mark is director of
Anglican Media Evangelism and is
a member ofthe Oak Flat’s Parish,
where Trevor is the rector. He had
driven passed the temple on many
occasions and felt the need to re-
spond to the issue. He contacted
Bishop Piper and before too long
it was up and running. A meeting
was held with the Bishop, Mark
Hadley, Trevor Middleton, John
Thew (the Director of Cross Cul-
tural Ministries) and Stephen
Edwards (University Chaplain). A
rough outline was agreed upon and
everyone assigned to different
tasks.

John’s research into the temple
and Buddhism proved invaluable
for Mark as he wrote the script.
Mark and Stephen shot the film
one Sunday afternoon. Trevor li-
aised with the local deaneries of
Wollongong, Lake Illawarra,
Southern Highlands and parts of
Shoalhaven and Sutherland. The
project was substantially funded by
the local deaneries.

The result: an excellent tool.
Trevor Middleton thought it was
“well worth the money” and appre-
ciated the strong leadership the
Bishop projected through the video
and in the organisation. The
Bishop spoke highly of the work
of Anglican Media and Mark
Hadley and he was delighted by the
way the joint project came to-
gether. Perhaps there are other is-
sues and ministries that we can
share!

The video is available at a cost of

$10 from John Thew ((042) 288402)
or Anglican Media ((02) 9958 8003).

Jann McNeill (left) and Betty Nicol from St Michael’s Mothers’
Union, who operate arefreshmenttable every Tuesday and Friday
morning at the extremely busy Wollongong Court House.

friendly face inan unfamiliar en-
vironment for families waiting
their turn in court.

And a number of
Wollongong members journey
regularly to MU head office in
St Andrew’s House to act as vol-
untary hostesses to the many visi-
tors who call into the office look-
ing for cards or helpful literature,
orjust to chat with fellow mem-
bers.

Members of the Camden
Branch of Mothers” Union are
regular hospital visitors at
Camden Hospital. The branch
has 35 members who take part in
all MU activities and are plan-
ning to attend the Centenary Fes-
tival Service and lunch. The
branch members are also busy
knitting Bananas in Pyjamas
toys as more than 300 are re-
quired for the hospital.



W illis works 1itout

By Jane Thomas

Itwas 8:30pm on a Monday night
when | phoned Sue Willis at her
new parish. All Saints, Nowra to
chat about ministry, her ordina-
tion and life pre-Moore College.
lhad just switched offthe Vicar
of Dibly and the irony certainly
did not escape me! As we chat-
ted 1was struck by the warmth,
and strength of Sue, certainly re-
flections of the TV persona of
Geraldine, the English vicar.

Regrettably 1 forgot to ask
Sue if, like Geraldine, she was
addicted to chocolate, but her
generous nature and enthusiasm
for life lead me to guess at an
equivalent passion for this deli-
cious source of pleasure.

With certainty | can say that
Sue is passionate about her faith
and communicating it to the
world around her. She spoke en-
thusiastically of time spent with
the Department of Evangelism in
1995, and of her prospective in-
volvement at Nowra in a church
with proven keenness to share its
faith.

Sue was converted by Chris-
tians in the ISCF while a student
at Nepean High. She spoke with

Radlio gives power to the

great affection ofthe many years
of nurture she received at both St
Paul’s, Emu Plains and St
Stephen’s, Penrith.

A long and successful man-
agement career with Westpac
Bank in its International Bank-
ing sector proved exciting and
stimulating for Sue. However,
the frustration of trying to mix
career demands and ministry led
to the radical decision to resign
from Westpac and move into
Deaconess House for four years
while training at Moore College.

Now finally a full time church
worker. Sue describes herself as
an encourager and an enabler.
She is keen to equip parishion-
ers to minister and to help them
find their niche in God’s commu-
nity. Sue is also looking forward
to working with and teaching
women.

She was reluctant to be more
specific about ministry goals for
a number of important reasons.
Disappointingly, her experiences
as a woman attempting to break
into ministry in the Sydney Dio-
cese have revealed adistinct lack
of opportunities for women and
an equal lack of willingness to

Roger Sumerill: “We need Christians at the coalface. “

change this.

Due to the grace of God and
Sue’s natural optimism the rejec-
tions metered out to her have not
caused her to become disillu-
sioned, but | felt deeply for the
disappointment she experienced
at the response her offer to serve
had produced in so many of the
Sydney clergy.

Grateful for God’s provision
and excited about future relation-
ships and possibilities. Sue feels
very happy and privileged to
have been offered a position in a
chuch like All Saints, Nowra.
Rector David Woodbridge is a
practitioner ofteam ministry and
Sue is keen to learn and grow in
this style of leadership.

The Vicar of Dibly portrays
an English church in need of an
injection of life and community
relevance. At 34, Sue is part of
an age group under-represented
in Australian church involve-
ment. As | spoke with her | felt
strongly that the future health and
vitality of the Anglican Church
relied greatly on people of Sue
Willis’ calibre, age and gender to
engage and be engaged in its
ministries.

By Stephen Edwards

POWER FM has blasted out of its
studio in Nowra since 1991. The
station’s manager, Roger
Summerill, describes it as mostly
rock music for the under 35’s - he
also notes with pleasure that it has
consistently rated No. 1for this age
group.

2ST, pow er’s sister station,
targets a different audience, it plays
easy listening music along with
news, information and sport and
Roger has been at the helm for the
previous 11 years.

When listening to Roger speak,
you can understand why those dul-
cet tones have been a success over
the air waves for the previous 25
years.

These days Roger’s main role
is behind the scenes - maintaining
ratings, coordinating and caring for
his staff and ensuring the station
plays its part in the community.

Roger is a community man,
keen to assist it in any way possi-
ble. He comments that the “small
business community are doing it
very tough” and the station’s ‘buy
local’ and ‘give a kid a job’ cam-
paigns are there to assist them.

Roger thinks that his station has
arole to play, but he would also like
to see the church more plugged into
the community. In the business
community he acknowledges that
there are many closet Christians.
But he says that “their position is
not being helped by a church that
often hides behind closed doors.”

As the leaders of our church be-
come involved in community affairs
and functions, he believes it will
empower people with confidence to
live open and consistent Christian
lives. He is thrilled to see our Bishop
and other clergy attending commu-
nity functions and being available.

Roger was raised in a Christian
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Sue Willis: excited by the opportunity offered to her.

people

family and the local church has pro-
vided the resources for him to de-
velop and grow as a Christian. He
warns ofthe danger of “the Sunday
Service becoming so enthusiastic
for evangelism that we forget to
build up God’s people.”

Even though Roger’s responsi-
bility at work brings with it long
hours and pressure, he continues an
intimate involvement in ministry at
the parish level. He preaches and
leads services regularly at the local
church and sits on a number of re-
gional committees.

All of Roger’s staff know where
he stands: he is passionate to live
out a consistent and uncompromis-
ing Christian life. On the recent
death of an employee some of the
staffapproached him to say prayers
with them for their support. He was
also asked to speak at the funeral.
Yet he acknowledges, living in a
‘post-Christian” world can cause
tension. At the moment he is hold-
ing back a program because of its
offensiveness - but others are keen
to see it aired. While many radio
stations are cutting back on the
amount of religious content, Roger
continues to encourage the Bishop’s
radio message and also he is very
proud ofthe Sunday night Christian
Rock Show.

Many people, including Chris-
tians, complain about the media,
blaming it for many ofthe faults in
our society. Roger’s advice: if you
have a grievance, get involved or
get your children involved. “We
need Christians at the coal face,
deciding what people are gong to
see and hear. Christian people need
to quietly and consistently go about
their work and lives and then once
again this nation may be called
Christian.”

The power belongs to the peo-
ple!
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Ministry
weekend set
for March

The Wollongong Region’s An-
nual Ministry Conference at the
Gilbulla Conference Centre is
planned for March 19-20. It pro-
vides an excellent opportunity
for pastoral teams and regional
workers to encourage each other
in ministry.

A number oftopics are on the
agenda. Bishop Piper will give
his charge and share what he
hopes to achieve under God in
the coming year.

David Watkins, CMS Mis-
sion Education Secretary for the
region, will inform us of the
progress of link missionaries and
challenge us to greater involve-
ment in South East Asia. Arch-
deacon Lindsay Stoddart will
speak on church growth, leader-
ship and giving. The Rev Dr
Glenn Davies will share with the
group form 2 Timothy. '

Also to be addressed are the
strengths and weaknesses of the
new prayer book and Wollong-
ong’s participation inthe current
liturgical movement.

The Conference will also pro-
vide opportunity for input. Time
will be allotted for people to in-
form others of events planned in
their areas ofwork, or challenges
they have gained from studying
God’s Word.

The Bishop commented that
the Conference, “sets the overall
framework for the region, it
strengthens the rapport ofthe re-
gional workers and breaks down
any competitiveness and rivalry.
It will encourage co-operation
and the building up of others
ministry”.

Please pray that the Confer-
ence will accomplish these goals.

in tOUCh
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The team: (back) Marco Garlato, Matt Yeo, Garry Dawes, Frank Scully, (front)Barbara Walmsiey, Glenn Davies and Janelle Baglin.

Team players model ministry

By Stephen Edwards

As | was driving to Miranda to
talk to Marco Garlato about team
ministry, a terrible thought oc-
curred to me. What if he is just
about to leave the team because
he is sick of playing second fid-
dle? 1 was relieved to find out
that after a retreat late last year,
he and the other staff had just
verbally contracted themselves
to minister together for the next
five years! When this was an-
nounced at the services, the con-
gregations clapped and cheered.

But something didn’t seem
right. Marco is a competent and
godly person. He used to run his
own real estate business, he left
Moore College 8 years ago, but
still he hasn’t got his own par-
ish! Was there a skeleton in the
closet that holds Marco back? Is
there a file marked, ‘never to be

Conferences

March 19-20
March 20, 27,3
April 12-14
April 16

May 18

May 24-26
June |
September 7

Regional Prayer Days

March 23
June 15
September 21

Regional

in charge of a parish’?

Marco just chuckles at these
thoughts. His problem - although
it is not really a problem - is that
he loves working as part ofa team,
and especially this team at
Miranda!l

Marco has worked under two
rectors at St Luke’s Miranda. The
Rev Paul Perini was there when
Marco first arrived in 1991 - Paul
left for ‘greener pastures’ (he is
now an Archdeacon) and was re-
placed in April 1995 by the Rev
Dr Glenn Davies. During the in-
terim of 17 months, the parish was
more than happy for Marco to be
in charge as the locum. Now if
there is ever a recipe for disaster,
this has got to be it! How many
men would be willing to step aside
and give the reigns to another? |
know one - Marco Garlato.

The question has to be asked -

Ministry Conference
Bishop’s Bible Studies
Y outh Conference

Synod Reps APBA Conference

Lay Readers Conference

Church Leadership Conference

Men’s Rally
BCA Concert

All day at Nowra
All day at Campbelltown
All day at Wollongong

Youth Department Seminars

March 23
May 18

June 22
August 10
September 28
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Holiness
Evangelism
Using the Bible
Leadership
Ministry

1995

Diary

why does this team work? Marco
is quick to point out that, “it
works with an excellent leader”.
He has both relished and enjoyed
working under Paul and Glenn.
They are men he respects and to
whom he is quite happy to give
his loyalty (which he thinks is a
major ingredient for team work).
Marco comments that “he has
never been made to feel as
though he is second in charge”.
He is included in the major deci-
sions and given credit and hon-
our for what he has done and is
doing.

Glenn says he issimply mod-
elling his own experience. As a
youth leader, his rector drew him
into his confidence and treated
him as an equal. As a lecturer at
Moore Theological College he
respected Peter Jensen’s valuing
of staff input, as well as his will-

Gilbulla

Mittagong

Camp Koloona
Wollongong

Panania

Gymea

Albion Park

Illawarra Grammar School

Miranda

West Wollongong
Albion Park
Wollongong
Menai

ingness to make tough decisions.

The word ‘self esteem’,
keeps recurring when talking to
Marco and Glenn. The leader
and team members must be peo-
ple who are content with their
work and notjealous ofthe oth-
er’s performance. Glenn’s desire
is to “inspire confidence and to
draw out the strengths of the
team members. | do not want lit-
tle clones, but people who can
contribute effectively to the
team.” Was there any Corinthian
factions (1 Corinthian 3) among
the parish? “It is inevitable that
some parishioners will naturally
attach themselves to one or the
other,” Marco responds, “but we
feel sufficiently well self-es-
teemed not to feel threatened by
it

“Another major factor is that
not only the team, but also their

families must get on well to-
gether.” It is important for Marco
that his wife Amanda has a good
relationship with Glenn’s wife
Dianne, and happily that has hap-
pened. The staff and their fami-
lies regularly meet together not
only to talk about ministry, but
also to socialise.

Butwhat about when the staff
have a difference of opinion?
They are not frequent, but when
they arise, Marco feels comfort-
able to air his alternate opinion
and to discuss the issue. Yet
Marco has enough respect for
Glenn to trust whatever decision
he makes.

One major area often left out
when discussing team ministry is
the congregation. At Miranda
they have been involved in every
process and they likewise have
included the staff in their deci-
sions! They have made calcu-
lated decisions to ease in the
change of leadership and the
building of a team. For example
when Glenn arrived the members
ofthe rector’s Bible Study group
proposed for Marco and Glenn
to share the leading each term to
alleviate any concern. The con-
gregation are comfortable with
multiple staff because they wit-
ness a genuine working relation-
ship between them and they see
its effectiveness.

Miranda is one parish where
intentional team ministry is prov-
ing a success. How can our Dio-
cese encourage more success sto-
ries? Some thought needs to be
given to our structures.

“Perhaps a permanent Dea-
con, with authority to celebrate
the sacraments would encourage
people that being part of a team,
and not just a team leader, is a
real option,” Marco responds.
Glenn suggests “that Synod rep-
resentation for Associate Minis-
ters may be a way of the system
affirming the value of being an
associate!”

Paul Keating and John
Howard made ‘leadership’ a ma-
jor issue during the recent elec-
tion campaign. They and their
colleagues would do well to in-
vestigate a biblical style of lead-
ership that is refreshingly on
view at Miranda.

Wollongong ~ on the move
From To

Ackman, Trevor Milton AsstMinister, Peakhurst
Bale, Colin Moore College AM, Bowral
Charleston, Mark Moore College AM, Engadine
Dickens, Mark Jannali etc, Harbord
Edwards, Chris Engadine Diocese of Adelaide
Green, Roger Sutherland AM, Narrabeen
Hohne, David Moore College AM, jannali
Kazogolo, George Albion Park AM, Milton
Lane, Richard Berrima/Moss Vale AM, Pymble
Leader, Geoff Moore College AM, Sylvania
Rivetta, Stephen Minto AM, Minto
Powell, Robert Moore College AM, Berrima/Moss Vale
Wale, Murray Sylvania AM, Rockdale

Watts, Colin Peakhurst AM, Sutton Forest
Wi illis, Sue Moore College AM, Nowra
Yeo, Matthew Miranda Yth Worker AM, Miranda



HIV: the virus of a new generation?

By Micheli-e Haines

IN THAIUAND
The countries of Asia - our near
neighbours - are facing a major
HIV/AIDS crisis. Already an es-
timated 3.5 million people in the
region are living with HIV/AIDS.
By the years 2000-2005 this fig-
ure is expected to rise to 13 mil-
lion. Many of those affected will
be women and children.

Staggering projections such as
these prompted the Christian Con-
ference of Asia (CCA), in asso-
ciation with the World Council of
Churches and the Church of
Christ in Thailand, to run awork-
shop for Christian communicators
on HIV/AIDS, held in Thailand in
January.

The churches in Asia have not
been in the forefront of the battle
against AIDS. Ignorance and fear
have too often been the response
ofthe Christian community. This
isaggravated by cultural concerns
which make sex a taboo topic to
most Asian people. The close as-
sociations in the minds ofthe pub-
lic between AIDS and the seedy
side of life, like drug dependency
and prostitution, make it a diffi-
cult issue for churches to broach.

In most of Asia AIDS is a het-
erosexual problem (unlike Aus-
tralia where it is largely a homo-
sexual one). Prevention strategies
are seemingly helpless in the face
of the thriving sex and drug in-
dustries, and further crippled by
the refusal of high-risk groups to

take HIV tests. To know means to
be rejected by the community, so
most of those with the virus will
not find out until they develop
symptoms. The damage done in
the meantime - which may be as
long as a decade - can be devas-
tating, especially to wives and
children.

People living with HIV/AIDS
bear special burdens which set
them apart from those with other
fatal illnesses: they are ostracised,
blamed for contracting it and
judged harshly by their commu-
nities.

The CCA workshop heard the
voices of those with HIV, of the
people who care for them and of
those who educate communities
about the virus. The conference
statement pointed out that these
are the people who must be heard
in the churches; those who are af-
fected must be allowed to speak
for themselves rather than be wa-
tered down by mediators.

The statement also drew atten-
tion to the blame the churches
must take for allowing hatred and
indifference to grow;

“In order to respond authenti-
cally as churches, we must first
acknowledge our failure to respond
in love and action to the AIDS cri-
sis. By acknowledging and con-
fessing our own brokeness and by
facing our own humanity, mortal-
ity and sexuality, we can begin to
be true bearers of the good news
in the midst of the epidemic.”

The number of children with HIV in Asia is growing alarmingly.

Together, ’til death do them part

Lamai Khomtan and Prasert Deachaboon: giving something back to society.

The CCA workshop (see above)
was held in Chiang Mai, Thailand,
where it is customary for males
(some as young as 12 or 13) to
experience their first sexual en-
counter with a prostitute, rather
than a girlfriend (let alone a wife).
In contrast, most women have
only one sexual partner - their hus-
band - but the infection is fre-
quently passed on to them and any
children they may bear.

That is what happened to
Lamai Khomtan. Three years af-
ter she had entered an arranged
marriage her husband fell ill. Af-
ter three months he was dead, and
Lamai found out that not only she
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but her baby daughter were HIV
positive too.

She was treated like a leper
by her village. Her child was ex-
pelled from the nursery. Eventu-
ally she decided to move away
to the mountains.

It was here that she met
Prasert Deachaboon. Prasert dis-
covered he was HIV positive
over two years ago, but is unsure
how he contracted it. As a sol-
dier in the army he often went
drinking with his friends and
ended up at brothels, but at about
the same time he also received a
blood transfusion for a knife
wound. However he acquired i,

it soon made him sick enough to
leave the military, then resign
from his nextjob due to discrimi-
nation. But the illness rekindled
the Christian faith his mother
taught him, and he is now keen
to serve God with what remains
of his life.

When he met Lamai, the two
fell in love and decided to marry.
Both wanted to contribute to so-
ciety, both were committed to the
fight against HIV/AIDS, so they
started the Clear Sky Project, an
organisation which aims to edu-
cate others about the virus and
provide support for those who are
already affected.

What Is
HIV/AIDS?

HIV stands for Human
Immunodeficiency Virus.
Itls a virus which, on en-
tering the bloodstream,
takes over certain cells
in the body’s defence
system, destroying its
capability to fight dis-
ease. The virus is spread
through the exchange of
body fluids (mainly se-
blood and blood
products), and can per-

men,

sistin the body fora dec-
ade or more without any
apparent symptoms.

AIDS stands for Ac-
quired Immune Defi-
ciency Syndrome. It is
not In itself a disease. It
is a condition of people
with HIV who have be-
gun to show symptoms
of different kinds of infec-
tion. As their immune
system fails,
with AIDS has to do bat-

tle with anything from

a person

colds to pneumonia to
cancer. Without an effec-
tive defence system,
their body is eventually
overwhelmed.

humbug!

Rob
Forsyth

If Christ Church, Gladesville
manages to plant a new church
in the Diocese of Newcastle
against the wishes of the bishop,
we will have witnessed another
step in the convergency ofchurch
life and economic theory.

Economic rationalism has
come to the church.

In the last decade we have
witnessed a significant change in
the economic structure of this
country. As Paul Kelly showed in
The End of Certainty we have
moved from the old ideal of high
tariff" protection for local indus-
tries, a fixed exchange rate for the
dollar and centralised wage fix-
ing, to a much more decentral-
ised market driven system. Eco-
nomic rationalism.

Don’t ask me ifthese changes
are A Good Thing. (Even though
lam indeed a clergyman 1dont
know.)

Similar shifts are occurring in
the church. Pressures are build-
ing up against old restrictive and
centralised structures inthe name
of gospel effectiveness.

Parish boundaries, and now
diocesan boundaries, are increas-
ingly being taken as nothing more
than ecclesiastical restricted trade
barriers - protecting inefficient
ministry rather than (as the old
theory goes) promoting fellow-
ship and focused responsibility.

For ages parish boundaries
have been quietly ignored. Now
there is a call for their abolition.
If Gladesville succeeds then di-
ocesan boundaries may be going
the same way.

That is not all. The protection
of clergy jobs from the disap-
proval of their people or bishop
or from any performance review
(clerical tenure) is being seen less
as a defence of gospel freedom
than as a way to insulate the
clergy from accountability. Cen-
tralised liturgical control has bro-
ken down. Will a congregation’s
right to its property no matter
what be next under threat?

It is “ecclesiastic rational-

ism.”
Not that a convergence of
church and secular life is always
a bad thing. Where do we get par-
ishes, dioceses and parson’s free-
hold from in the first place?

In many ways | find myself
sympathetic to this new mood of
gospel efficiency. But all is not
positive. In every revolution there
is damage and hurt. Will not in-
creased competition, rapid
change, “anything goes” and the
inevitable downsizing threaten
fellowship, trust, theological in-
tegrity, livelihood, and a sense of
community?

How can we make sure that
gospel efficiency really \s gospel
efficiency?
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The Anglican Diocese of Melbourne
Division of Diocesan Services

ANGLICAN
YOUTH MINISTRIES

Applications are invited for the position of

DIRECTOR OF
ANGLICAN YOUTH MINISTRIES

(including Children and Family Ministries)

The Director is accountabie to the Director of Diocesan
Services and through the Director to the Archbishop.

The successfui candidate may be iay or cieric, maie or fem aie.
He/she wiii have strong leadership skills, a proven record in
youth ministry with a com mitment to parish-based youth
work. He/she will have the ability to develop and pastorally
care forateam, be entrepreneurial in programs and financing
with a deep understanding of camping ministry and able to
take the AYM camping program in new directions. He/she will
have excellentcommunication skills and ability to preach and
teach. He/she will be a practising member of the Anglican
Church.

Remuneration is negotiable, but will be based on the Clergy
stipend Determination.

Enquiries and position description available from Mrs Lyn
W haley, Diocesan Services Directorate, St Paul's cathedral
Buildings, 209 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 3000. Tel: (03) 9653-4220.

Applications close 22nd March 1996.

You are invited to attend

an Information Evening on
the work of the Gospel in South Africa.

Our special guest will be

Bishop Frank Retief

who will speak on

""the Church of England in South Africa
and the George W hitefield College™

This evening will be held at
St. Alban’s Church,
cnrTryon Road & Lindfield Avenue, Lindtield

on Wednesday, 27th March, 1996
at 7.45pm.

VIDEOREALITY

Profesdonai VVideo Production

Churches fiddle while

It is Friday night, February 9.
Friends have called round to dis-
cuss a proposal for a TV script.
They think that many programs
are encouraging an interest in the
occultand wantto write ‘aChris-
tian version ofthe X Files' star-
ring a young and dynamic exor-
cist. My initial scepticism turns
to interest as | realize they may
have something (though I’'m re-
lieved they don’t want to feature
me in the starring role).

Then shortly after 7.00pm
the whole house is shaken and
the windows rattle. There is a
large bang and rumble as though
being squeezed by a giant hand.
And the squeeze comes from a
clear direction - the City of Lon-
don.

I have never felt a bomb go
off before, but it is quite obvi-
ous what has happened. Outside,
people are on their doorsteps,
asking the same question -
“What was that?” - but in our
hearts we know the answer al-
ready. Frantically tuning from
one radio station to another, the
full story emerges. At 6.00pm,
the Irish Republican Army
called off the Northern Ireland
cease-fire. An hour later, abomb
in an underground car park in
London’s Docklands severely
damaged two buildings, killed
two people and wounded almost
100, some of them critically.

There is something uniquely
depressing about the Irish ‘trou-
bles’ because, whatever people
say, it is a war between two
nominally Christian communi-
ties, and the failure of the

John Richardson

IN England

churches to address this is one of
the scandals ofthe last half of the
twentieth century.

Australians will know some-
thing ofthis. One wave of migra-
tion to Australia was the result of
rebellion in Ireland, and divisions
between Catholic and Protestant
have made their mark. Indeed, one
ofthe few things | found sad about
Australia was the willingness to
romanticize the present conflict in
Northern Ireland inthe light ofthe
past.

Personally, | have always
found this hard to sympathize
with. To me the victims of Oliver
Cromwell or the Potato Famine
are long dead. Northern Ireland
today - and | have been there twice
- is a pleasant country with great
scenery and warm hearted people.
But nationalism - surely the least
Christian ofall sympathies - holds
the population inatime-warp. The
result in my lifetime has been
twenty-five years of bloodshed
which the churches have not done
nearly enough to distance them-
selves from.

I don’t remember Cromwell.

LEAVE ALIVING LEGACY!

By including the Anglican

Home Mission Society in your w ill,

you'll leave a living legacy ofhope -

one that w ill extend help to many
needy people for decades to come.
For further inform ation, please
contact the Executive Director,

(The Rev. Howard Dillon).

The Anglican Home Mission
Society, St. Andrew's House,

Sydney Square, Tel 261-9500.

Anglican
Home Mission
Society

1856-1996: 140 years of care

Ireland burns

But | do remember ‘no warning’
bombings and deliberate false
warnings about bombs which
channelled people into the path
ofthe real explosions. And yes, |
remember Bloody Sunday - 1re-
member exactly where | was and
what | was doing when the news
came in. But | also remember
Bloody Friday when the IRA
ripped the heart out of Belfast
with a sequence of bombs in pub-
lic places and | remember all the
other Bloody Days they have ini-
tiated since 1969.

Remembering is not the an-
swer. Forgiving must be, though
| find in my own heart a hatred
which is challenged by every bib-
lical mandate to love one’s en-
emies and pray for their blessing
and salvation. So please pray for
us. By the time you read this, a
solution may have been reached.
On the other hand - and | fear this
is more likely - more bombings
and deaths may have occurred. A
bomb isn’t constructed and a tar-
get selected overnight. Weeks of
planning have gone into tonight’s
events.

But above all, please pray that
this stain on the gospel will be re-
moved. Pray that not only will
those who kill in the name of
Catholic or Protestant see that
they are wrong, but that those in
the church hierarchy who disap-
prove yet who will not condemn
will be convicted of the wrong
they are perpetuating. And
please, don’t let this be seen as a
‘cause’. It is not worth one drop
of blood, let alone the lives ru-
ined tonight.

WrtXrecont/
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""Serving the Christian
Community
of Sydney”

For all your stationery and
office product needs

(02) 484 4813

21 Shepherds Drive, Cherrybrook,
NSW, 2126
Fax: (02)9980 7217

Assisting churches, missionary organisations, schools THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF THORNLEIGH / PENNANT HILLS

and Christian organisations in the production of video material.
*EDUCAIION& IRAINING i a j n
* fUND RAISING / PROFILE RAISING InBIl 0900611
* MISSIONARY SUPPORI
*OUFREACFI I(UI’>
z<07 10Qr

Latest Betacam SP and Digital Cameras,
Linear and Digital Non Linear Editing. 10 /P

WANTED TO BUY

Calvin’'s OT
Commentaries.

"Under the cross -upon the word"

Youth Minister - Part time 4 days per week

Essential: the applicant
Contact

Rev K Roffel

‘must be a mature Christian with an established pattern of
youth leadership, well grounded in the Word of Cod with a
good understanding of young people and the world in which

Phone: (06) 291-8180 ,
they live.

‘should be able to demonstrate that they have a vision for

reaching young people for the Lord, thatthey are capable of
NOWRA BAPTIST CHURCH CHRISTIAN

COMMUNITY SCHOOL LTD

both formulating and implementing a plan for such work.

Lok
e scipling skills wi
‘should be able to demonstrate discipling skills with young

people.

SCHOOL
BURSAR / ADMINISTRATOR

‘should have had leadership experience with 8-16 year olds.

Desirable: the applicant should have:

ST SWITHUN'S
ANGLICAN CHURCH
Telegraph & Merivale

‘had experience teaching in a primary and high school

IS Cod calling you to work in a Christian School?
environments

Applications are invited from com mitted Christians of

‘participated in camp leadership programs

reformed persuasion for the position of School Bursar/

Administrator, full time (or part time 3 days/week). Essential ‘a degree or other theological qualification or actively

Roads, Pyrnble
THE CRUCIFIXION
John Stainer

qualifications - Degree in Economics (Accounting), or Business studying for the same

Administration (Accounting). Application forms and Job Package includes: use of fiat plus phone and power, plus

Description available from the Principal. stipend.
Phone (044) 22-1199, Fax (044) 22-1992,

PO Box 620, Nowra NSW 2541

Forfurther information and appointmentfor interview please

Sunday, 24 March
5.00pm

contact:

Applications close 22nd March, 1996. The Rev Nell Flower, (02) 484 1889 or fax (02) 9980 8012.
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Refugees escape the wall of silence

BY Jeremy Halcrow

A new sculpture unveiled by Pre-
mier Bob Carr at St John’s,
Darlinghurst, on February 19 has
been designed to raise awareness
of the plight of refugees. Refu-
gees need the publicity. Little is
written about them because they
are forced into silence. Their po-
sition in Australia in precarious
and they don’t want to offend the
Australian government. They
also fear provoking the anger of
their national governments be-
cause it might lead to the perse-
cution of friends and family back
home. Unfortunately the media
does not care because faceless
victims don’t make good news.

Yet refugees are real people,.

with real pain. They are our
neighbours. They live in our sub-
urbs, our streets and even go to
our churches. They are locked up
against their will in prison camps
around the world. Locked up
even in our country and our city.

An Anglican parishioner who
worked for the Department of
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs
as a Determination of Refugee
Status (DORS) officer agreed to
talk about the problems faced by
refugees in Australia. Although
he did not want his name pub-
lished because it might endanger
those refugees he still helps, he
was adamant that Australian
Christians and the Australian
government were not doing
enough for refugees.

He explained that refugees
fall into two categories: approved
refugees and those seeking refu-
gee status. The second category
ofrefugees, like those at the Port
Headland and Villawood Deten-
tion Centres, had acute needs. He
said that many were Christians,
and some interested in Christian-
ity, but none had satisfactory fel-
lowship. “People in detention are
not free to go to a church serv-
ice,” he said, calling on Chris-
tians in Sydney to help them out.
“If they are determined to be
refugees they are very likely to
attend the church of those peo-
ple who assisted them in deten-
tion.”

The former DORS officer
still has a great interest in serv-
ing the Chinese refugees who live
in his local area, many of whom
are very committed to Christ.
“The majority ofrefugees attend-
ing Anglican churches in Sydney
would be People’s Republic of
China nationals - the so-called
‘Chinese students’,” he said. “I
am impressed by their serious
commitment to Jesus and to the
Bible.”

The experience of Chinese
refugees is almost always the
same. Six years ago when the
Chinese army smashed the stu-
dent demonstrations in
Tiananmen Square they were
forced into exile in a distant, for-
eign country. “Australia is very
different to China because 1 al-
ways feel lonely here,” said one
young Chinese woman who is a
member of a Anglican parish in
Sydney.

“Sometimes 1lneed someone,
like my Chinese friends, to share
my feelings when 1 feel really
1Q96

MARCH

m

Mot =/*1 o

AUSTRALIANS CARE FOR REFUGEES

dedicates this sculpture Q

TO THE REFUGEES OF THE WORLD
w o$e cry for peace and freedom reaches us all

av T.
Tuf

ON 19 FEBRUARY 19%6

WALES,

the HON. BOB CARR MP

ANGUCAM CHURCH, DARLINGHUftST

B | SCULPTOR ANNA COHN

Anna Cohn sees hersculpture dedicated to refugees unveiledat StJohn’s, Darlinghurst, on February
19. Ms Cohn says she understands the suffering endured by refugees because she escaped Nazi
persecution in World War Two and is a survivor of Auschwitz death camp.

down,” she said. “Australians are
very open, honest and try to help
you but they can’t really under-
stand how you feel.”

was distressed to
find that some
DORS officials™
including senior
officers, seemed to
disbelieve the risks to
Chinese Christians
despite all the
evidence, -

Refugees, like herself, feel
cut offand isolated from friends
and family back home because
of restrictions imposed on them
by the Chinese Government. In-
deed, she did not want to be iden-
tified out of fear of repercussions
for her family in China. Itis well-
known among the refugees that
the Chinese embassy is monitor-
ing them in Australia and will
report back to their government
any behaviour it does not like.

The former DORS officer
said that many people in the De-
partment of Immigration are
‘cynical’ about the plight of
Christians in China. As a result
Christians who sought refugee
status received unfair treatment
from the Department. “1was dis-
tressed to find that some DORS
officials, including senior offic-
ers, seemed to disbelieve the risks
to Chinese Christians despite all
the evidence,” he said. “1am
committed to natural justice and
procedural fairness but not all the
DORS applicants received this.”

The former DORS officer
said he was shocked as he read
more and more about the level of
persecution of Christians in
China. “ 1 found that all Christians
in China have reason to fear per-
secution at that hands of the au-

thorities. Local officials are quite
arbitrary in enforcing Govern-
ment regulations against the
church, and are liable to go be-
yond the intentions ofthe central
government in suppressing
Christians. Their brutality is not
confined to leaders of house-
churches,” he said.

Despite the difficulties they
face in Australia, the refugees
believe the move has changed
their life for the best. “In China
it is impossible to come to know
God,” one said, “so the most im-
portant thing is that | came here
so that | could find out about
him.”

The former DORS officer
explained that refugees from
mainland China were especially
open to Christianity. “Many have
been brought up with Marxism
as areligion and find that invalid
and irrelevant,” he said. “They
are curious about Christianity
and come with open minds un-
like many Australians.”

It is the refugees’ enthusias-
tic response to Christianity that
has convinced the former DORS
officer that Chinese ministry is
important and effective. “The
Anglican church is a late arrival
in cross-cultural ministry but it’s
happening in an increasing
number of parishes,” he said. He
also believes that the Anglican
churches could do more for refu-
gees but understands that many
people are not aware of refugees
because they don’t want to attract
the attention of government
agents from their homeland.

There are many things that
parishioners can do for refugees
but probably the most important
is helping them adjust to life in
Australia. One young refugee
explained the isolation she felt
because she couldn’t understand
English.

“When 1went to my church
in the beginning | couldn’t un-
derstand what anyone was say-

ing, even the minister,” she said.
“But my church started English
classes to help us understand.
English classes are very impor-
tant, because we must be able to
communicate with this society,”
she said.

However the former DORS
officer warns well-meaning pa-
rishioners against being too
nosey. “Be sensitive to the pri-
vacy of possible refugees,” he
said. “Do not be curious. They
will move on ifasked questions
about their migration status or the
whereabouts of their spouse.”

He advises Christians simply
to be friendly and initiate a con-
tact. “Invite the new-comersto a
meal,” he said. “The loving and
caring environment of a Chris-
tian home is able to provide the
emotional and spiritual support
which is often desperately
needed by Chinese students.”

A*|frd lived in China
| would never had
come to know God,

Life is always
difficult but now I
can place my
hope in Christ,

The refugees themselves say
that even simple attempts to pro-
vide support and Christian en-
couragement has had profound
effects.

“In China there isn’t much
Bible study so being able to come
to an Australian Bible study is
very helpful,” one said. “The Bi-
ble study has even helped me un-
derstand Australian culture.”

“People can really encourage
you and pray for you,” another
said. “If I’d lived in China 1
would never had come to know
God. Life is always difficult but
now | can place my hope in
Christ.”

SOUTHERN

say It

David
Mansfield

I’m involved regularly with a
small but determined group of
Christians united by a common
purpose.

They have birthed a new
church.

They identified a rapidly
growing area near the suburban
sprawl where their present
church was established and
growing, and asked “What isthe
best way of reaching the people
of this new area with the gospel
of Jesus?”

Did they wait for these new
residents to find them at the par-
ent church in another suburb? Or
wait for some other ‘body’ to
identify the need for a church in
that area? Or ignore the chal-
lenge altogether? After all they
all had enough ministry to keep
them out of mischief

Nope! Theyjumped inatthe
grass roots while this new area
is still in the early stages of de-
veloping its identity.

They meet in a school build-
ing. They come early to set up
and stay late to pack up. In fact
they are there an hour before
‘church’ and still there an hour
after. They pray, encourage, fine
tune, review, affirm and pray
again.

They are ateam. They are a
church. They care for each other
and constantly give attention to
their mission.

Every member of the core
group (in smaller teams) has re-
sponsibility for a “precinct’. A
couple of streets, an avenue and
a cul de sac, maybe. For these
residents they pray. To these resi-
dents they door knock, letter box
drop, offer friendship, respond to
needs, invite to church, go where
the opportunities lead... share the
good news of Jesus.

Many good contacts have
been made. People have come
and ‘tried’ church. They have felt
the warmth of a caring commu-
nity, heard the gospel preached
in clear, simple and careful ways,
tasted a meeting that is relaxed,
contemporary, short and caters
for their kids.

Some have come back.
Some have said they will.
Growth has been slow, very slow.
It is like running up a steep, soft
sand hill. Step a metre, slip a
yard. It is early days with the hard
yards stretching ahead.

But growth has been deep. In
the team and in me. Few things
excite me more than to be with
this church. Socialising, schem-
ing, training, preaching. Being
part of their labour for the Lord,
convinced with them, that unlike
so much else in life, that labour
IS not in vain.

CROSS



Gilbulla Conference
Centre

Grandparents and Grandchildren's Holiday
31 March to 4 April 1996

An opportunity for Grandparents to getto know their
grandchildren and to have a Christian input into their daily living, to
meet other grandparents, and for children to make new friends.

Grandparents Study Leader:
The Rev Stephen Miller

and a special children's program
led by David and Christine Lynch
O 0O k€ it ke

Our First 50 Plus Holiday for 1996
19 to 24 May

study Leader
canon Lance Shilton

Telephone us on (046) 33-8102
for brochures for both holidays

toom baj”ank
istian Cbnverition

5-8 April 1996

"The Struggle”

Speakers:

Katoomba Easter Convention

Frank Retief - Bishop of Church of England in south Africa
Peter Jensen - Principal Moore Theological College

David Price - Principal Bible College of Victoria

For further inform ation and bookings, please contact
Katoomba Christian Convention Office

PO Box 672, Seven Hills IMSW 2147
Ph (02) 674-3972 Fax (02) 624-7144

VIDEO REAL

Professional Vicko Procluction

VO&)M".yexists to assistchurches, missionary

organisations,schools and Christian organisations in the

production ofvideo m aterial.

EDUCATION (k TRAINING
FUND RAISING
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
OUTREACH
PROFILE RAISING

U tilising the latest Betacam SP and DigitalCameras,

Linearand Digital Non-Linear Editing Facilities.

Please phone to discuss yourvideo needs

Ken Sandgll
<02> 627 1895
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THE TORONTO BLESSING -OR IS IT?
Ed. by Stanley Porter and Phillip Richter
Darton, Longman and Todd

ISBN 023-252-1301

$22

This book is a small anthology by five au-
thors who assess the Toronto Blessing.
They answer different questions about the
phenomenon, but all their results are in-
triguing.

A sociological study of the Blessing
suggests that the movement’s rise to
prominence makes sense when it is viewed
alongside two major problems affecting
charismatic-style churches - the precari-
ousness oftheir market and the unpredict-
ably of charisma.

Similarities between the Toronto Bless-
ing and other charismatic movements is re-
inforced by an historical section which
looks at earlier revival movements.

Another helpful essay looks at the bib-

read

lical basis for the Blessing. A comparison
iIs made between various models of wor-
ship, and how and if there is any biblical
basis in each case.

1found a quote from a person involved
in the charismatic movement particularly
interesting. “It is a common error to be-
lieve that Christians who are filled with
the Holy Spirit cannot be deceived,” they
write. “In fact, those who have been ‘bap-
tised’ in the Spirit are more likely to be
deceived than conservative evangelical or
traditional orthodox believers, who have
no such experience. The reason is the lat-
ter form judgement based on principle,
rather than experience or emotional reac-
tion. The more believers are soaked in the
Word of God, the more likely they are to
be able to make a sound judgement.”

Overall this book gives useful insights
into the Toronto Blessing phenomenon.

Canon Alan Patrick

*VISION VALLEY -
CONFERENCE & RECREATION CENTRE

A RCADIA

Set in 30ha of Australian bushland ¢« Modern centrally heated accommodation

» Wide range of professional Audio Visual
Equipment « Open air stage <« Great food
» Large & small meeting areas * Range of
activities include: « Horse riding * Canoeing
» Heated swimming pool < Ropes courses ¢ Beach
volleyball « Abseiling < Archery < Frisbee golf

Cnquixe today ahoul holding gout next chuich ietieal
at one ofSydney’ most populLi lelteal venues.

PHONE FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE ON (02) 655 1515
OR 1800 04 3344 (FREE CALL )

i = D
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"My one purpose
In life 15 to help people
find a personal
relationship with God,
which, | believe,

conies through

knowing Christ.”

Bily Grahan

Like father, like son.

Come to Parramatta Park to hear Franklin Graham, son of Billy Graham,
and find a personal relationship with God.

Fri

day March 8.

8pm - Youth Spedocuiar - "Risk Your Ufe"
Saturday March 9.
12 Noon - Children's Festival commences. 1.30pm &3pm - Stage Show with Col Buchanan & Giont Puppets - The Ultimotor,
Bpm - Family Festival, featuring James Morrison & Band.
Sunday March 10.

12 Noon - International Music Festivol

3pm- Family Festival, featuring Donald Shanks &The Waratah Girls Chair.

K@i
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THE PRICE OF CONVICTION:
commentary on 1 Peter

by David Hewetson

Albatross, 1995

ISBN 0-86760-148-5

David Hewetson will be known
to many as a warm, patient and
knowledgeable teacher of God’s
word, and a writer of many help-
ful volumes on apologetics. This
is his latest publication, and is
one of the series of “Pocket Bi-
ble Commentaries” published by
Albatross Books, featuring local
authors.

The book clearly had its be-
ginning in a series of sermons or
Bible studies. It assumes its read-
ers will have their Bibles open as
they use it, because no text is
printed in the commentary. The
book has eight chapters. Each
covers a section of 1 Peter and
finishes with two sets of discus-
sion questions. The first is di-
rectly on the text just dealt with,
and the second is entitled “Wid-
ening our horizons”. There are
lengthy endnotes and an exten-
sive bibliography.

The author sees 1 Peter as
being a “blend of both doctrinal
and ethical teaching” - the true
grace of God, in which we must
stand fast to the end, specially
through persecution. David
Hewetson carefully works his
way through the letter, and al-
most without you realising it, you
find he has left no important
stone unturned in faithfully
bringing out the message of Pe-

‘W
THE PRICE OF
CONVICTION ~

ter. We are getting the fruit of
many hours, perhaps years, spent
struggling with the text (and the
rest of the Bible) and like the
good preacher he is, David
makes it all seem so simple -
which of course it isn’t.

The presentation abounds
with the pithy expressions char-
acteristic of the author. For ex-
ample, “What the Father plans,
the Spirit executes and the Son
receives.”

| tried to work out how this
book of ready-made studies or
sermons might be used. Itwould
make good personal quiet time
reading - a few sections of each
chapter a day, then thinking
about the questions at the close
ofthe week. It would be good to
use as a study book in a group,
but you’d have to take care peo-
ple interacted with the Bible’s
text properly as they discussed
answers to the questions. And it
would make a good present for
your pastor!

Deryck Howell

Uideo "our "\*edding
Capture on Hlideo “hat Special Gvenl

LATGST DICM cmem -~ +ull gditing facilites
CASPCRENCGD PROFCSSIOrALS

Call for a detailed info and costinfj sheet

Video reality-~StewarlMudge » 02 9975 2025

THE LATEST ON
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
DISCOVERIES

Every year scores of ar-
chaeological teams ex-
cavate in Egypt, Israel and
Jordan. Most of their finds
are not reported in the
popular press, yet many of
these discoveries confirm
the Christian’s faith in the
rehability of the Bible.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIGGINGS

is a bi-monthly archaeology magazine, written in lan-
guage all can understand, reporting the latest exciting
discoveries in Bible Lands. The editor is David Down
who excavates in Israel every year. You can purchase
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIGGINGS from your local
newsagent or you can have each edition posted to you.

Send this coupon (or a letter) and your payment of $30
(overseas $33) to DIGGINGS, PO Box 341, Hornshy,
2077, and we will post your first edition immediately.

Please send me a one year subscription to Archaeologi-
cal Diggings for which I enclose $30. (overseas $33)

Name

Address
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CLOWNING GLORY

by Roly Bain and Patrick Forbes
National Society/Church House
Publishing, 1995

$14.95

ISBN 0-71517863-X

The blurcb on the back describes
Clowning Glory as an A-Z of
clowning for use in ministry.
My heart always sinks when
I see anything described as the
A-Z. With A-Z books you are
forced to read the whole thing
to decide whether it’s worth
reading. So allow me to assist.
Ifyou’re interested in starting a
serious, ongoing clowning
troupe, then this book is worth a
read. If you want a couple of
wacky clowning ideas for one
off events then it is not.
Clowning Glory presents the
reader with ideas for clowning
and little pieces ofclown history.
Each of these are interesting on
their own, but of much greater
value is the clown theology
which pervades the whole book.
Bain and Forbes alert us to
the fact that Jesus’ relationship
with the authority figures of his
day was very much like the re-
lationship of a court jester to
the King. He questioned their
authority, he lampooned their
pretensions, he ate and drank and
celebrated life in the face oftheir
joyless religion, he tied them in
knots with language and made
fun of the absurdities in their
world of law. He was without
doubt the greatest ‘fool’ the
world has ever seen, and he is

Ay D

me centre ofa faith which is fool-
ishness to the world around it.

Sadly, in an age which has
great respect for the vulnerabil-
ity and humility of the clown, it
isthe church which is seen asjoy-
less, legalistic and authoritarian.

Clowning Glory is an attempt
to put the clown back into the
church. The authors describe the
clown as a question mark against
‘the proud, the pompous, the self-
important, the self-righteous’.
For Bain and Forbes, clowns are
notjust a diversion for children,
but can challenge people of all
ages to rediscover the liberating
foolishness of the gospel.

Used thoughtfully Clowning
Glory could help your church
produce an effective clowning
troupe. Used as a disconnected
set of ‘tips’, it is more likely to
produce clowning which is trivial
and an embarrassment to your
loved ones. Be warned: good
clowning is much more difficult
than it looks.

Rod Begbie

MINISTRY TRAINING
FOR YOUTH LEADERS

ANGLICAN 23 March 1996
youth
HOLINESS
Speakers: John Gray & Matthew Yeo
PROGRAM
10am Holiness: John Cray 12.15 Lunch
llam Morning Tea ipm Workshops
11.15 Youth & Holiness: 2pm Workshops
M atthew Yeo
3pm Close
WORKSHOPS:

-Teaching Junior High Holiness

- Leadership & Holiness

- Holiness & Prayer

- Personal Holiness

venue:
St Luke's Miranda - The Kingsway & Jackson Ave, Miranda
Cost: $10 BYO Lunch (Bring your own / Buy your own)
Enquiries: 265-1637

PACIFIC COLLEGE

Training for Christian Service

PACIFIC

[0 Correspondence # Evangelical

O Non-denominational +

DIPLOMAS

MASTER'S DEGREES

Start any time

BACHELOR'S DEGREES

(needs bachelor's degree in
any discipline)

DOCTORAL DEGREES

Specialisations available: Bible, theology, church ministry,
counselling, missions, education, comparative religion (inci
cults), & apologetics (incl. archaeology).

PO Box 21 St Leonards, Tasmania 7250

Phone enquires:

(03) 9354-8941

A 'ready means'
for Anglicans
to fulfil the
Gospel's call

Paul Keating told us the elec-
tion was about “leadership”.
John Howard said we needed
“solutions™.

Simon Longstaff of the St
James Ethics Centre, writing in
the Financial Review, re-
minded us (through the words
of political speech-writer
Richard Farmer) that: "Politics
is rarely about telling the
truth. Normally it isabout tell-
ing people things they want to
hear. The skilled politician
monitors public opinion, de-
termines what people believe,
packages their best lines and
sells them back to them." We
are to blame, of course, be-
cause voters have what the Bi-
ble calls "itching ears".

1996 is International Year for
the Eradication of Poverty. As
the year progresses, the dis-
cussion on poverty and howto
solve this problem will grow.

Before this Great Debate gath-
erstoo much momentum, let's
join together to call every-
one's attention back to centre
stage -to Cod. Why? Because
only Cod can deliver the sort
of benefits our politicians will
promise. Benefits such as "the
eradication of poverty" are ful-
filled through Cod's enabling,
w e live in a sin-infected world
(an infection each one of us
has helped create) and pov-
erty isone of the symptoms.
Cod wants Australians to pros-
per. He has expressed a desire
to prosper us,and notto harm
us. He has plans to give us
"hope and a future" (Jeremiah
29:11). A part of this very spe-
cial plan isthat we should co-
operate with him. By spread-
ing the cospel and by relieving
suffering.

If leadership really isthe issue,
then Christians should provide
it, through faith and service. If
"solutions” are needed, then
Christians should provide
these too
ing known the all-encompass-
ing solution achieved by Jesus
through his suffering, death
and resurrection.

- in particular, mak-

This year, the Anglican Home
Mission celebrates “140 Years
of Help with Hope". Each year,
AHMS helps release thousands
of people from the grip of
poverty.

Isaiah 61:1-2 tells us that it is
the Spirit of cod, at work
within us, which results in ef-
fective preaching, the healing
of broken hearts, the provi-
sion of liberty to those who
are captives, and "eye-open-
ing"” release for those who are
bound.

During 1996, Christians will fo-
cus on helping others with
new vigour and that special
compassion which is a gift
from Cod.

Anglicans have already estab-
lished their credibility in eradi-
cating poverty, through the
work of the Anglican Home
Mission Society (“The mission-
ary society working at home").
Each year, AHMS helps more
than 300,000 people.

In short, AHMS provides Angli-
cans with a ready means of
"making a difference".

Terence Cunningham
Director of Communications
Anglican Home Mission society
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AS | HAVE LOVED YOU

Want to build on
and enhance your
marriage?

An Anglican
Marriage Encounter
weekend equips you
with communication
skiiis.

For couples who
desire to maintain a
high standard for
their relationship.

Dont miss out, book
now for March 29-31
weekend.

Limited space.

Contact:

Bruce and Louise Carr
Co-ordinators, NSW
(047) 541-656

PAINTER

Church painter, interior/
exterior, difficultjobs no

problem.

All types of houses,
home unit blocks,

no Job too big.

For free quotes ring
Don McKay 9962-4364
018 424 776

Cold licence no.91902

FASHION SERVICE

Mobile Service available to
church groups and
retirement centres.

Ladies' fashion parades or
showings available. 10% of
all sales donated to
organisation visited.

BONETTE FASHION SERVICE

Phone Tony or Barbara
(02) 798-9467
018 285 723

Minister
Part time

St Oswald's Haberfield is
seeking a person with
strong pastoral
experience to work three
days per week, including
running the Sunday

morning service.

Male or female, ordained
and non ordained persons
will be considered.

W ritten
should

history and qualifications

applications
include w o rk

and are to be sent to:
Rev David West, PO Box 59,
Five Dock NSW 2046 by 29
March 1996.
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Males wanted -
singers for
SYDNEY MALE CHOIR
(founded 1913).
Now preparing 1996
Club Show, "Songs from
stage and Screen™;
overseas subsidised
tour; NSW country tour.

Phone: (02) 484-1926;
874-2844.

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE
GERRINGONC

2 bedroom duplex
clean, light,

airy modern facilities.
100m to beach.

Phone (02) 484-2869
after 5pm

SOUTH AMERICAN
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

The Executive of the South American Missionary
Society is seeking the right person to appoint as the
Society's

NATIONAL SECRETARY

The person will ideally be ordained in the Anglican
Church, have a missionary vision, and proven gifts of
leadership, communication and pastoral care. Mission
experience would be an advantage.

The National secretary is based in Sydney, but the
position involves interstate and overseas travel. A full
remuneration package goes with the position, based
on Sydney Diocesan rates.

written applications, including a cv, should be sent
to: The Chairman, SAMS, PO Box 803, Ryde NSW 2112
and marked "confidential".

Full details can be obtained by contacting the Acting
General secretary on (02) 809-0066.

The Department of Evangelism presents another

PREACHING CHRIST

one day conference

CHURCH PLANTING

with Bishop Frank Retief

(Church of England in South Africa)

and Phillip Jensen
W ith input from some local blokes including

Stuart Robinson, Ed Vaughan <&Ray Galea

Thursday 28th March, 1996
at St Luke's, Miranda

(cnr Jackson Avenue and the Kingsway)

9.30am to 3.30pm
for Church leaders and key lay people

$30 per person for workers, $15 for concession
Registration/enquiries phone (02)2651582 . fax 267 8601

Big Challenge!

GENERAL SURGEON desperately
needed in Pakistan.

The Church Mission Hospital in the North west Frontier
Province of Pakistan has an urgent need for ageneral
surgeon. This is an exciting and challenging partof the
world. Many Pakistanis walk past local government
hospitals to get to the Mission Hospital because of the
love demonstrated by the staff. The hospital has
received several government awards for its excellent

work.
There is also a need for an opthalmologist.
A two-year appointmentwould be acceptable.

Enquiries through the Church Missionary Society, 93
Bathurst St, Sydney. Phone (02) 267-3711

Making Christ known through
word and action

C
MOVES

The Rev John Baxter from
rector, Glenbrook Parish to
general licence 31.7.96.
The Rev John Gray from act-
ing curate-in-charge StJohn's
Park to acting curate-in-
charge St John's Park and St
Paul's Canley Heights J.2.96.
The Rev Paul Mostyn from
rector, St Thomas Kings-
grove to vicar, Walcha,
Armidale Diocese J6.J .96.
The Rev Bill Payne from rec-
tor, St Mark's Malabar to
general licence J.5.96.

The Rev Luciano Ricci from
rector, St Oswald's Haber-
field to assistant minister,
Bossley Park Parish 3J.J .96.
The Rev David West from
acting rector, St Alban's Five
Dock to acting rector, St
Alban's Five Dock and act-
ing curate-in-charge, St
Oswald's Haberfield J.2.96.
The Rev Bob Duffield from
General Secretary, SAMS to
become Chaplain, Dampier
Seafarers Centre, Diocese of
NW Australia.

The Rev Kelvin Tutt to Act-
ing General Secretary, SAMS.

CAMP HOWARD
CHRISTIAN
CANOE CLUB

* Canoeing

* Bushwalking

* Skiing

For details ring:
Stan (02) 601-4508 AH

Programs for ALL purposes

Ph/Fax 07/\263 2744

ALPHON EDUGAMES
221 Ridley Rd, BRIDGEMAN DOWNS
MervS Janice PERKINS
P. O. Box 162, Aspley, Old, 4034

faDOSI1J WINIJ MACIJ
drives351J 52513 CdROM I1J

BUYING? SELLING?
RENTING?

For an obligation free
discussion on any
Real Estate m atter

CONTACT
GRAHAM PRICE
419 8428

CRAY AND DUNN PTY LTD
306 VICTORIA AVENUE,
CHATSWOOD

SKIING
OPPORTUNITY

Delightful ski chalet. Ski in, ski out
from frontdoor to lifts. Every meal
catered. Very low rates and
priority booking. Christian
fellowship and ministry. An
unforgettable family experience.

This investment in shares in
southern Cross Ski Chalet, Smiggin
Holes, grows each year.

Reluctantly selling at a bargain
price.

Phone (068) 84 7508,
day or night

extra

Do you want your non-
Christians friends to think
about the gospel this
Easter?

Then wuse our special
Easter supplement in your
church handouts or as a
letterbox drop.

It photocopies on to both
sides ofan A4 sheetof pa-
per. Make sure that you
add your church's name to
the bottom ofthe message.

Mon, 11 March, 7.45pm:
Moore College (Graduation
(Great Hall Sydney University)
29-31 March: Marriage En-
counter Weekend at Mt
Schoenstatt, Mulgoa. En-
guiries: (047) 54J-656.
19-20 March: Wollongong
Region Ministry Conference
at Gilbulla.

Sat, 23 March: Youth Dept
Training at St Luke's Miranda.
Sat, 23 March: Wollongong
Regional Prayer Day - alJ
day at Nowra.

Mon, 25 March: Standing
Committee

Tues, 26 March: Scripture
21 Supporters Breakfast -
speaker Bruce Baird.

Fri, 29 March, 10.30am:
Mothers' Union - Centenary
J996. Festival Service at St
Andrew's Cathedral.

Sun, 31 March, 7pm: Palm
Sunday St Andrew's Cathe-
dral - contemporary spoken
and sung presentation of the
Easter story.

Fri, 5 April, 9.30am: Good
Friday St Andrew's Cathe-
dral - Special program mu-
sic and meditation

Sun, 6 April, 10.45am &
7pm: Easter Sunday St
Andrew's Cathedral - Cho-
ral services.

Sat 15 April, 10.45am: St
Paul's Bankstown. Fashion
Parade. $5 and light lunch-
eon. Enquiries 790-J 883.
Fri 19 April, 10.30am: CMS
Mission Aid Group Celebra-
tion Day at St Thomas'
Kingsgrove. Bring lunch. Tea
ancfcoffee provided.

Sun 21 April, 10.00am: St
Stephen's Willoughby
Anzac Service. Speaker Rev
Geoff Bingham MM .
Willoughby City Band and
choir from SCEGS (Shore).

If you would like your
EVENT INCLUDED IN SYDNEY DI-
ARY CALL Wendy Brammall on
(02) 265 1505 OR write to
Sydney Diary, Southern
Cross Newspaper, PO Box O
190, Queen Victoria Build-
ing. Sydney, NSW 2000.

CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATION
Holiday lettings
security unit; opp beach. All mod
cons; accommodates 5. Tel: (02)
579-4573.

KIAMA:
-2 b'room

TO LET,; Bed Sitting room. Own
bathroom, kitchenette. Close to
uni. $120. w Lindfield . Ph; 416-
6299
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X not
SOmuch
how much
faith you've
got, but
who
you put
your

faith In.

lllustration by Michael Leunig from A Bag of Roosters, 1983. Used with the permission of HarperCollins Publishers.

Not Iong agoO, some people
believed with all their heartthat the earth
was flat. No matter how strongly they
believed, we know they were quite

wrong.

Sometimes very sick people refuse to
accept their condition. But no matter
how strongly they disbelieve, the

sickness is still there.

Our beliefdoesn’t make something real.
And our d/sbe/lefdoesn’t make it unreal. Whether the thing itself

is true or untrue has nothing to do with us.

And so it is with the really blg ISSUES in life. It's not the
strength of our faith or belief that counts, it’'s the trustworthiness

and truth of who orwhat we believe in that matters.

In so much of our lives today, we’'re encouraged to think that
anything can be true as long as we think it is. We take the easy
option. Instead offeeling vulnerable, instead offeeling we’re drifting
alone inthe universe, we come to believe in anything. Anything at

all.

Our society is full of ‘hand-made’gods. Everything from technology
to riches, from perpetual youth to popularity. But like everything
handmade, they have a use-by date. They all fade, rust, wear out
or perish. A quick look at all the advertising around us will give

you an idea how much people crave for meaning in their lives,

something to fill the emptineSS.

But Easter time reminds us there is something - someone - who

is totally dependable, totally true and trustworthy. God himself.

This leaflet was provided by:

who sent his only Son to earth to live among us 2000 years ago.

The truth about Jesus is notjust wild claims. Look at his
life for yourself. You can read aboutitinthe Bible. It has survived

the test of time. Start by reading the Gospel of Mark.

Jesus lived a life of truth, tough truth that was also full of love. A
life of great power and integrity, exposing hypocrisy yet full of

compassion.

The Bible says we all have fallen short of living the lives God
requires. There is nothing we can do about it on our own. But
Easterreminds us of God’s action in bearing the cost of this himself
- sending Jesus to die in our place on that rough wooden cross at
Calvary. Through Jesus’ death we gain God’s forgiveness, and
are welcomed into his family. Through Jesus’ resurrection, we

share in his victory over death, and are

promised new life now and for all time.

The Bible says that God is truth. We
can see thatthis is true in the life of his
Son. And we can come to know it

ourselves this Easter.

Dear God,

Thank you for loving me so much that
you sent Jesus to die in my place. Please forgive me for rejecting

you. Help me to follow you from now on. Amen

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and | will give

you rest.” Matthew 11: 28



SCREEN

Murder in the First
Hoyts, Fox ColumbiaTristar

Rated M (violence and strong lan-

guage)

Murder in the First can be cap-
tured in one brutal image. In a
stinking cell, a naked man,
bloodied through constant tor-
ture, has a bucket ofwaterthrown
over him. He screams. The door
slams and he is again immersed
in darkness.

Based on a true story. Mur-
der in the First, is set in the infa-
mous Alcatraz prison, in 1938.
The America ofthe time isa cor-
rupt society dominated by pow-
erful individuals. This inevitably
leads to a cruel and authoritarian
prison system. Here we are con-
fronted with a debased Henri
Young (Kevin Bacon), a man
convicted for stealing five dol-
lars to feed his orphaned sister.
Confined to ‘the hole’, (a cell for
solitary confinement). Young
emerges filthy and desperate.
Following his isolation. Young is
forced to eat with other prison-
ers, where close to insanity, he
kills the man he believed respon-
sible for his predicament.

Young is charged with mur-
der, yet through this crime, re-
ceives a taste of freedom. He is
represented by a slick, self-as-
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Kevin Bacon (front) and Christian Slater: a call to mercy.

sured barrister, James Stamphill,
played competently, (although
the role is somewhat stereotypi-
cal), by Christian Slater. Con-
vinced he will lose the case,
Young sees this as a chance to
make a friend. Rather than dis-
cussing evidence with Stamphill,
he prefers to play cards, talk
about baseball and make jokes.
Meanwhile Stamphill, “in the in-
terests ofjustice”, seeks to prove
that Alcatraz caused Young’s
mental instability which prompt-
ed him to murder.

Bacon isbelievable as he por-
trays a man reduced to his most
base level. He shows the crip-
pling fear inflicted by the inhu-
mane treatment of wardens, par-
ticularly that of Associate War-
den Glenn (played convincingly
by Gary Oldman).

Director Marc Rocco exploits
the movement ofthe camera, us-
ing shifting, confused angles to
correspond with Young’s state of
mind. He contrasts the grand and
beautiful surroundings of the
court house with the dark prison
cells suggesting aworld not only
detached from his sufferings, but
endorsing Young’s torture.

Murder in the First is con-
cerned with deeper issues than
the average court drama. While
the nature ofjustice is explored,
the film also raises the question
of where duty to society should

end and compassion start. The
relationship between Young and
Stamphill emphasises the impor-
tance of human contact and love,
in a world which ignores peo-
ples’ circumstances and emo-
tions. By showing a corrupt le-
gal system, inflicting punishment
without accepting responsibility
for its mistakes, the film com-
ments on the hypocrisy of a so-
ciety not used to forgiveness.

However, the film becomes
predictable by pitting two sides
against each other. Prison war-
dens are depicted as evil, with-
out recognising their accountabil-
ity to society's demands. Stamp-
hill is shown as incorruptible
with Young as an ‘innocent’ vic-
tim, who justly becomes the vic-
tor (although his triumph is in-
complete).

The idea that understanding
and forgiveness is needed to
combat the evils of humanity, is
lost in cliche.

Despite this. Murder in the
First is a significant attempt at
realising the struggle to serve
humanity in a self-centred soci-
ety. It is brutally honest in show-
ing the evil humans are capable
ofcommitting against each other.
The film’s call for compassion
and mercy should be contem-
plated by all of us.

Rebecca Kennedy

Mighty
Aphrodite

Rated M (strong lan-
guage, adultthemes)
Hoyts Fox Columbia

Set in his beloved Man-
hattan, Mighty Aphrodite is
Woody Allen’s latest comedy
about relationships between men
and women.

The story centres around
Lenny (Woody Allen) and
Amanda (Helena Bonham
Carter). Their story is introduced
by a traditional Greek chorus in
an ancient amphitheatre. But in-
stead of the expected moral and
tragic tale, these overseers break
into a choreographed perform-
ance, not unlike a Broadway pro-
duction, and give an often abra-
sive urban commentary about the
confused antics and foibles of re-
lationships in modern Manhat-
tan. Here the goofiness sets in,
continuing delightfully though-
out the film.

Lenny and Amanda adopt a
baby boy. As the boy grows, and
as Lenny’s relationship with
Amanda deteriorates, Lenny is
driven to find the child’s biologi-
cal mother, Linda (Mira
Sorvino). Despite warnings by
the chorus’ Cassandra, Oedipus
and Jocasta, Lenny pursues the
mother only to find she isa dipsy
blond aspiring to be an actress but
working as a prostitute. Deter-
mined that his boy should have a
more respectable mum, Lenny
tries to talk her into becoming a
hairdresser, then introduces her
to an even more dimwitted on-
ion farmer in the hope ofa match.
Since the farmer is seeking a
woman with simple, traditional
values “like his ma”, the relation-
ship fails. Their awkward at-
tempts to find happiness in each
other is at times painfully comic,
but Allen’s affectionate treatment
is touching.

The ebbs and flows of mar-
riage relationships is a familiar
theme for Allen, reminiscent of
Annie Hall and Hannah and Her
Sisters. Here he observes that a

relationships can move from the
initial giddy excitement to com-
panionship, and that it either dies
from lack of nourishment or
moves into a newer and stronger
phase. For Allen, such nourish-
ment comes either from human
resources or mere circumstance.
Those interested in some of
the deeper issues frequented by
Allen will not find them here. But
Mighty Aphrodite isan enjoyable
film, with many well-placed

laughs.
Julie Young

AUDIO

ONLY FOR YOU

Branches

In an attempt to reach outto non-
Christians, a group ofsingers and
musicians from St Paul’s, Menai,
have produced an original CD,
Only For You. The album is com-
posed of 11 songs written by ex-
perienced songwriters and musi-
cians, John Balmforth and Reg
Clarke. The contributing musi-
cians and vocalists are largely
members of St Paul’s congrega-
tion.

The album has already re-
ceived an enthusiastic response
with over 200 copies sold. Janice
Balmforth says the music is de-
signed for people who have not
yet made a commitment to the
Lord, or are sitting on the fence.
It is also intended as inspirational
praise and worship music for
Christians, with lyrics that touch
base with everyday experiences
and emotions.

e RiIwis

The January edition ofthe Brit-

ish Church Times was a

goldmine. Here’s a selection:
©

Quasimodo he ain’t...

The Rev John Walker hav-
ing been inducted into his new
job at St John’s, Carrington,
England, followed tradition by
ringing the church bell six
times. On the last ring the bell
fell from the belfry and crashed
into the church. Corrosion
from excess pigeon droppings
was blamed for the bell’s er-
rant behaviour.

©
A service to celebrate the cen-
tenary of the mass-produced
car at Coventry Cathedral,
England, came under fire from
pressure groups. Organisers
were forced to admit the car
had been a “mixed-blessing”
and a new politically-correct
prayer added. The prayer
thanked God for the car but

said “We must also acknowl-
edge its harmful effects: envi-
ronmental pollution, the relent-
less encroachment of new roads
on our countryside and the ap-
palling death and injury due to
accidents. For this we ask for-
giveness of God.”
©

Also falling foul of political
correctness was a church play-
group which was threatened
with closure by England’s so-
cial services officers for not
having enough black lego peo-
ple in its set. The fact that Lego
doesn’t make black (or white)
people seems not to have made
a difference. Lego people are
bright yellow “precisely be-
cause there are so few bright
yellow people around,” a Lego
spokesperson said.

©

Know of an item that might
FIT THIS COLUMN? CONTACT US
oNn 265 1518
26 1 2864 (Fax)

(PHONE) OR
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