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"Give  us  th is  day our da ily b read"

THE ABORIGINES TODAY: By Norma K. Warwick, Secretary
Th e  h is to ry o f th e  Ab o rig in e s  is  a  s a d  o n e .

For m a ny ye a rs  the  ge ne ra l s uppos ition wa s  tha t
th e  ra c e  wo u ld  d ie  o u t ,  a s  it  d id  in  Ta s m a n ia ,
a n d  th e  p ro b le m  wo u ld  n o  lo n g e r  b e  th e re  to
b e  s o lve d .  No w,  h o we ve r ,  th e  Ab o rig in e s  a re
in c re a s in g  a t  twic e  th e  ra te  o f th e  wh ite  Au s -

tra lia n  a n d  in  s p ite  o f th e  h ig h  in fa n t m o rta lity
ra te ,  th e  Ab o rig in a l p o p u la t io n  is  g ro win g  s o
m u c h  m o re  ra p id ly th a n  th e  E u ro p e a n .

With  the  incre a s ing  a wa re ne s s  of the  Aborig-
in a l,  a ro u s e d  in  p a r t  b y b e t te r  e d u c a t io n  a n d
in  pa rt by the  p re s s ure  o f the  tim e s ,  we  s e e  the
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appearance of demonstrations, "embassies", e tc.
However, because  of the  tendency to more  mili-
ta n t a c tion ,  we  find  m a ny pe ople  who we re
pre vious ly "be nding ove r ba ckwa rds " to he lp
the Aborigines, now beginning to question
whe the r the ir s upport is  worthwhile . This  ha s
be e n re fle cte d in the  income  in re ce nt months
of volunta ry agencie s  working in this  sphe re .

We hear sweeping sta tements made, such as,
"The  Churches have  done  nothing for the  Abor-
igines ," "the  laws of New S outh Wales  discrim-
ina te  a ga ins t Aborigine s ," a nd so on. If the se
a re  re pe a te d ofte n e nough the y will e ve ntua lly
be  be lieved. In actua l fact, the  Christian Church
has  done  more  than any othe r body to he lp the
Aborigine s  to survive  the  crue lty a nd indiffe r-
ence of past generations.

Ye s , his tory te lls  us  the re  ha ve  be e n both
crue lty and indiffe rence , but for how long must
we  bea r our collective  guilt?  Must we  be  black-
ma ile d into a ss is ta nce  by a  fe e ling of guilt for
pa s t fa ilure s  for which we  a re  not a ctua lly re -
s pons ible ?  True , the  Churche s  a nd Mis s ions

made  up of human be ings  with human fa ilings ,
and in most ca se s  e rrors  we re  made  sole ly out
of ignorance  of the  Aborigina l culture .

As fa r as  discrimina tion is  concerned, I doubt
if the re  is  one  la w in Ne w S outh Wa le s  which
discrimina tes  aga inst Aborigines . These  people
ca n cla im  the  a uthority a nd prote ction of the
la w in the  s a m e  wa y a s  othe r Aus tra lia ns . In
fa ct, the re  a re  ma ny provis ions  ma de  sole ly to
encourage  Aborigines  to become educa ted and
responsible  citizens. The Commonwealth Depart-
ment of Educa tion and Science  gives a  grant to
e ve ry Aborigina l child ove r 14 for a s  long a s
he  re ma ins  a t school: this  include s  a  ge ne rous
uniform a nd te xt book a llowa nce , a s  we ll a s  a
living a llowa nce , a nd e ve n pocke t m one y of
$1.50 pe r we e k up to 4th Form a nd $2.00 for
5th a nd 6th Form. Ironica lly this  ha s  a rous e d
resentment amongst tax -paying rura l communi-
tie s  who a re  fa cing difficultie s  in fina ncing the
se conda ry e duca tion of the ir childre n without
such assistance.

The New South Wales Government has special
provis ions  for a ss is tance  in Housing, Furniture
Loa ns  a nd Employme nt Ass is ta nce , a s  we ll a s
a  small Grant -in -Aid for secondary pupils under
14, spe cia l provis ion for Aborigina l Bursa rie s ,
a nd othe r a s s is ta nce . No me ntion is  ma de  of
these provisions when Governments are accused
of doing nothing.

Much remains to be  done  and thinking people
in Government and Voluntary Agencies are  hon-
estly trying to formula te  policie s  which a re  best

for a ll conce rned. One  of the  bigges t problems
is  to know wha t the  Aborigine s  wa nt. The re  is
much dis cus s ion a bout La nd Rights , but wha t
is  me a nt by the  te rm?  Aborigine s  s till living a
triba l or s e m i -triba l life  ha ve  e ve ry right for
special consideration and a policy must be formu-
la te d to se ttle  this  que s tion; but the  intrica cie s
of the  proble m a re  not a lwa ys  re cognise d. For
ins ta nce , be fore  the  white  ma n ca me , to wha t
use  did the  Aborigine s  put the  la nd?  The y ha d
no a griculture ,  no a nim a l hus ba ndry a nd no
food pre se rva tion policie s . Do the y wa nt to re -
ve rt to this , or do they want to make  use  of the
white  ma n's knowle dge  of a griculture , ca ttle
ra is ing and mining?  These  and othe r ques tions
should be fully considered and discussed.

As far as New South Wales is concerned, there
a re  ve ry few full-blooded Aborigines  living he re
and I venture  to say tha t none  of these  is  living
a  triba l life . Wha t do the  mixe d bloods  me a n
by La nd Rights ?  Wha t "La nd Rights ", for tha t
ma tte r, ha s  any New S outh Wa le s  citizen?  For
most citizens it takes years of scraping and sav-
ing e ve n to  own a  block of la nd on which to
build a  home. If the  people  of Aboriginal descent
want more  than this , wha t is  it they want?  What
is  the ir formed policy?

To people  who have  spent a  life  time in trying
as best they know how to he lp the  Aborigines, it
is  dis he a rte ning a nd dis coura ging to  be  told
"nothing is  be ing  done ." It is  ra the r like  the
m inis te r who,  on  a  we t da y,  re proa che s  the
pe ople  who ha ve  come  to Church for the  a b-
sence of others!

As fa r as  Mare lla  Mission Farm is  concerned,
those  who work for it, both s ta ff a nd volunta ry
he lpe rs ,  do  s o  ou t o f a  love  fo r G od  a nd  a
conce rn for His  childre n. We  be lie ve  tha t the
gospel of Christ has power to transform the  lives
of Aborigine s ,  a s  it ha s  done  for m illions  of
white  and other coloured people , and here in lies
the  a nswe r to a ll huma n proble ms, be  the y re d
or ye llow, bla ck or white . We  ma y be  a ccuse d
of be ing "do-goode rs" but if it we re  only socia l
work we  we re  inte re s te d in, the re  is  ple nty of
scope  in othe r, le ss  exacting, sphe re s . We  a re
here  because  we be lieve  God has ca lled us, not
only to fe e d, clothe  a nd e duca te  childre n who
would not othe rwise  ha ve  a  cha nce , but to te ll
the m of the  love  of God in se nding His  son to
die  for a ll pe ople  a nd to pre s e nt to the m  the
victory ove r s in and de fea t tha t only Chris t can
offer.

Our director and his  wife  have  given not only
the ir hom e  bu t the ir ve ry live s  to  he lp  the
Aborigina l children. Most people  of re tiring age
like  to enjoy a  little  re laxa tion and freedom from
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responsibility but these dear people have accept-
e d e ve n more  re spons ibility a nd a re  de voting
the ir live s  to the s e  childre n. One  me mbe r of
our s ta ff le ft a  promis ing ca re e r to join us  a nd
only a fte r ten yea rs  (often without sa la ry a t a ll)
did the  sa la ry re a ch the  figure  be ing e a rne d a t
the  pre vious  pos ition. Our Fa rm Ma na ge r a nd
his  wife  ha ve  sold the ir home  a nd ha ve  come
to live  in a  much less luxurious cottage, because
they believe God has called them to do so. Other
workers  give  devotedly of the ir ta lents , working
long hours  with le s s  re m une ra tion tha n the y
could e a rn e ls e whe re  a nd with ofte n little  re -
wa rd, s a ve  tha t of knowing the y a re  in God's
service.

It ha s  ofte n be e n re m a rke d tha t,  jus t a s  a
piano has  black and white  keys  and needs both
to create  harmony, so people  of different colours
should be  a ble  to live  in ha rmony. S ure ly, by
the  gra ce  of God, this  is  pos s ible . The  white
people  a re  not perfect and ne ither a re  the  Abor-
ig ine s ; but ca nnot we  a ll work toge the r with
mutua l love  and respect, for the  benefit of each
othe r and the  future  of our country?

"For the re  is  no diffe re nce  ... for the  s a me
Lord  ove r a ll is  ric h  un to  a ll tha t c a ll upon
him." Romans 10:12.

S TAFF:  A CHALLENGE! Though a  lot of
people  express  inte re s t and goodwill to Aborig-
ina l childre n it is  incre a s ingly difficult to find
women who a re  willing to take  a  hand in ca ring
for them. Of course  this  a lso applies  to the  care
of othe r childre n a nd on the  ra dio re ce ntly we
le a rne d tha t one  la rge  Anglica n Home  for girls
was  unable  to admit any more  girls  because  of
the  difficulty of obta ining s ta ff. This  is  the  posi-
tion a t Ma re lla . We  urge ntly ne e d a  woma n to
ta ke  cha rge  of the  Boys ' Wing but se ve ra l a d-
vertisements in the Sydney Morning Herald have
brought no applications whatever.

We rea lise  tha t some  othe r secula r positions
can offe r more  remunera tion and more  le isure ;
but sure ly, some whe re , the re  is  a  woma n who
would be  willing to come  forwa rd, e ve n for a
ye a r,  to  he lp  cope  with  th is  work fo r G od 's
Aborigina l childre n. If you a re  a  woma n ove r
21 a nd unde r 55 wha t a bout offe ring your se r-
vice s  for this  importa nt miss iona ry work?

No specia l qua lifica tions a re  needed to begin
with a pa rt for a  love  of childre n a nd a  na tura l
ca pa city to ma inta in re a sona ble  a uthority. But
this  is  a  s piritua l work a nd Chris tia n conduct
a nd e xa mple  a re  e sse ntia l. It is  a  live -in pos i-
tion a nd the  s ta ff worke r would ha ve  he r own
sepa ra te  toile t, shower and s itting room adjoin-
ing he r bedroom. It is  a  five -day week with four
weeks holiday in the year.

We  a sk our frie nds  to ma ke  this  a  ma tte r of
pra ye r a nd to  m e ntion  it to  a ny frie nds  who
might be  fre e  to he lp on a  pe rma ne nt or te m-
porary basis.

BALANCE S HEET: O n the  ba ck pa ge  of
this  is sue  will be  found the  Ba la nce  S he e t for
our la s t Fina ncia l Ye a r. We  ha ve  much ca use
to  tha nk God for His  wonde rful provis ion of
our ne e ds  in spite  of ris ing cos ts . In a  le tte r to
the  Dire ctors  of the  S ky P ilot Fe llowship Lim-
ited the  Auditor says:

"The  orga nis a tion comple te d the  ye a r with
a surplus of Incom e over Expenditure of
$4,741.00, this is a  decrease  of $11,984.00 from
the  pre vious  ye a r but it mus t be  re me mbe re d
tha t the  pre vious  ye a r inc lude d legacie s  of
$11,088.00 which was  unusua l income .

"As with most organisa tions today costs  show
a fa irly genera l increase  from the  previous year,
costs having risen from $31,400.00 to
$36,993.00 a n incre a s e  of $5,593.00, or e x-
pre ssed in pe rcentage  17%. If legacie s  a re  ex-
cluded the  income  shows a  10% increa se  from
the  previous  yea r. On the se  re sults  it would be
a dvis a ble  to ke e p a  ve ry tight budge t on the
organisa tion in the  future  year."

CHRIS TMAS  CARDS : La s t ye a r we  s old a
lot of Chris tma s  ca rds  in full colour de picting
two Aborigine s  by a  wa te rhole . We  s till ha ve
a  numbe r of the s e  a nd the y will be  a va ila ble
a t the  S a le  of Work on 28th Octobe r, 1972, or
they may be ordered direct from Marella  Mission
Fa rm , Box 29, P os t Office , Ca s tle  Hill 2154;
price , including e nve lope , 10 ce nts  e a ch, plus
pos ta ge . (e .g . ,  P os ta ge  on 1 doz . ca rds  a nd
envelopes is 18c).

La te r in  the  ye a r we  hope  to  ha ve  a  ne w
ca rd printe d in bla ck a nd white  from our own
photogra ph which will be  diffe re nt from  la s t
yea r's  ca rd. P rices  and pa rticula rs  will be  given
in the  ne xt is sue  of the  S ky P ilot Ne ws .

S ALE OF WORK: The  24th Anniversa ry and
S a le  of Work is  se t down for the  la s t S a turda y

August issue of this paper.
W e  will be  ve ry g ra te fu l fo r g ifts  fo r the

various s ta lls . Good us e d clothing is  a lwa ys
ne e de d. Ne e dle work a nd knitting is  a lso mos t
acceptable , especially we ll m a de  a p rons ,  o f
which we  ne ve r s e e m  a ble  to s upply the  de -
m a nd; a ls o  ba by we a r.  We  cou ld  do  with  a
lot of plants  for the  P lant S ta ll and our ga rden-
ing frie nds  ma y be  a ble  to he lp us  with the se .

As we  a re  ve ry short s ta ffed it is  a  grea t he lp
if gifts  ca n be  de live re d to the  Mis s ion Fa rm,
Acre s  Roa d, Ke llyville ; or ra ile d to us  in  the
care  of Parramatta  Railway Sta tion.
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AUDITOR ' S  R E P OR T TO THE  ME MBE R S  OF  S KY P ILOT F E LLOWS HIP  LIMITE D
I re p o rt th a t I ha ve  e xa mine d the  a bove  Ba la nce  S he e t a nd a tta che d Income  a nd Expe nditu re  Accoun t of the  S ky
P ilo t F e llows h ip  Limite d .  In  my opin ion  th e  Ba la n c e  S h e e t a n d  In c ome  a n d  E xpe n ditu re Ac c ou n t a re  p rope rly
dra wn  u p in  a c c orda n c e  with  th e  provis ion s  of th e  C ompa n ie s  Ac t,  1 9 6 1 ,  a n d  s o  a s  to  g ive  a  tru e  a n d fa ir vie w
of th e  s ta te  of th e  C ompa n y's  a ffa irs .  Th e  a c c ou n tin g re c ords  (in c lu din g R e gis te rs ) e xa min e d by me  h a ve , in  my
opin ion , be e n  prope rly ke pt in  a ccorda nce  with  the  s a id Act.
BLAC KTO W N K. H.  P E AR C E
30th J une , 1972. Cha rte red Accountant

Re gis te re d unde r the  P ublic  Accounta nts  Re gis tra tion
Act, 1945, a s  amended.


