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"Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while."

ONLY A BLACKFELLOW: A s to ry  fro m  th e

It wa s  flood  tim e : The  s e e th ing , m uddy
wa te rs  of the  Rope r Rive r tos s e d  a ga ins t the
ove rha nging c liffs  a nd tum ble d ove r obs ta cle s
th a t  s to o d  in  th e ir  wa y. Gre a t fla s he s  of
lig h tn in g  s p lit  th e  s k y,  a n d  th e  c r a s h  O f
thunde r c a u s e d  e ve n  th e  fo re s t g ia n ts  to
s h ive r a nd  tre m ble  to  the ir roots . Whe n  ra in
oa me  it wa s  gre a t she e ts  of wa te r poure d on to
wa te rlogge d  s o il; it floode d  off the  s urfa ce  in
huge  ye llow s tre a m s , pouring into  the  ra pidly-

S ky P ilo t ' s  Lo g  (2CH Bro a d c a s t ).

r is in g  r ive r .
In  a  ba rk hut on a  s a nd ridge  ba ck from  the

r ive r ,  a n  a b o rig in a l m a n  la y d yin g ; b e s id e
h im , h e a d  in :ha nds , his  ha lf-ca s te  wife . The
da ugh te r, no  m ore  tha n  th re e  ye a rs  .o f a ge ,
p la ye d  h a p p ily in  a  c o rn e r,  u n c o n s c io u s - o f
th e  tra g e d y th a t wa s  im m in e n t.

The  monsoon whis tle d a nd howle d round the
h u t,  s tra in in g  a n d  te a rin g  a t th e  b a rk wa lls
a nd  roof; the n , a s  if c ons c ious  o f its  ina b ility
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to  d is lo d g e  th e  h u t ,  it  m o a n e d ,  a n d  d ie d  in
the  d is ta nce : The  s ile nce  tha t fo llowe d s e e me d
s u d d e n ly  lo u d ,  a n d  th e  w e a k  vo ic e  o f t h e
d yin g -Ma n  c o u ld  b e  h e a rd  c le a r ly.  'Ma ry, "
h e  s a id ,  "it ' s  n o  u s e . I'm  d yin g , ; a n c l yo n
kn o w it.  Th e re  a in 't n o th in g  we  c a n  d o  a b o u t
it .
w o n ' t  yo u ? "
.  "S t o p  i t ,  ' J a c k , "  h is  w if e s a id  fie rc e ly.

"Yo u  m u s t n ' t  t a lk  lik e  t h a t . I ' l l  g o  t o  t h e
Mis s io n  fo r  h e lp ,  a n d  Mo n in g a  will c o m e  in
th e  a e ro p la n e  a n d  ta ke  yo u  to  h o s p ita l. "

Th e  s ic k m a n  s m ile d  fa in tly. "Yo u 've  b e e n
a  g o o d  wife  to  m e ,  Ma ry, " h e  to ld  h e r.  "Bu t
th e  rive r's  in  flo o d . Ho w yo u  g o in ' to  c ro s s ?
Th a t  th e re  d u g  -o u t  c a n o e  a in ' t  n o  g o o d  in
a  flood . Yo u  k n o w  th a t . "

"I d o n ' t  c a r e . If  t h e  c a n o e  t ip s  o ve r ,  I
c a n  s wim .  I'm  n o t g o in g  to  le t yo u  d ie ,  J a c k.
Th e  s to rm  s e e m s  to  b e  lift in g  a  lit t le ;  I' ll g o
r ig h t  a w a y. "

"No ,  Ma ry, " h e  c r ie d ,  re ve r t in g  to  p id g in
E n g lis h ,  "d o n ' t  le a ve  ' im  m e . Mo re  b e tte r
yo u  s ta y lo n g a  m e . No  m a tte r m e  d ie . Yo u
h o ld  m e  h a n d  a n '  I c a n ' t  b e  fr ig h te n e d  n o
more . Me  on ly b la ckfe llow, bu t you  a ll -a  s a me
wh ite  g ir l. "

"Do n ' t  ta lk  like  th a t ,  J a c k .  I'm  n o t  w h ite ,
I'm  a  h a lf-c a s te . Yo u  w e re  t a u g h t  a t  t h e

lo n g e r. "
"Yo u  c o u ld  h a ve  m a r r ie d  a  w h it e  s to c k -

ma n. Alla b o u t ta lk th a t wa y. You  ca n  cook.

Wh a t fo r yo u  m a rry a  fu ll -b lo o d  like  m e ? "
"I  d id n ' t  lo v e  a  w h it e  s t o c k m a n ,  a n d  I

d id  lo ve  yo u ,  J a c k . O h ,  I k n o w  t h e y  s a id
I wa s  m a d . Th e y s a id  yo u  we re  o n ly a  m ya ll
b la c kfe llo w a n d  wo u ld  s o o n  g e t.  t ire d  o f m e
a nd  le a ve  me . Bu t  yo u  d id n ' t . Yo u 've  b e e n
ve ry kin d  to  m e ,  a n d n o t s o rry I m a rrie d
you . Bu t  I'm  s o rry yo u 're  s ic k . Yo u 're  ve ry
s ic k,  a n d  I h a ve n 't g o t a n y m e d ic in e . Ne ve r
m in d ,  I'll g o  fo r h e lp  n o w,  a n d  s o o n  yo u 'll b e
in  h o s p ita l. Th e  flo o d s  d o n ' t  m a t te r  to  th e
a e rop la ne ."

"No ,  Ma ry,  d o n ' t  g o . Th e  rive r is  in  flo o d  -
too muche e . Mig h tb e  yo u  d ro wn . An '  w h a t
a bou t Brownie ? Yo u  c a n ' t  ta ke  h e r . "

"Yo u ' ll h a ve  to  lo o k  a fte r  Bro wn ie ,  J a c k .
S h e  w o n ' t  b e  f r ig h t e n e d  w it h  yo u , .  a n d  I
wO n 't b e  a wa y fo r lo n g . Yo u 're  a , Ch ris tia n
b o y n o w ,  J a c k . W e ' ll  s a y  a  li t t le  p r a ye r
toge the r. G o d  c a n 't  ta ke  yo u  a wa y fro m  m e
whe n  we  love  e a ch  o the r s o  much . YOu  p ra y
w it h  m e . "

B r o w n  h a ir  m in g le d  w it h bla ck a s  th e
lit t le  :h a lf-c a s te  wife  b o we d  o ve r th e  ro u g h
g re e n h id e  b u n k  a n d  p ra ye d  a s  s im p ly a s  a
lit t le  c h ild . Whe n  .s he  a ros e . he r e ye s  we re

s h in in g .  "It 's  rig h t n o w,  J a c k,  q u ite  a ll rig h t.
I k n o w  G o d  c a n ' t  le t  u s  b e  p a r t e d . I fe e l
it  in  m y h e a r t ,  d e e p  d o wn . Yo u  lo o k  a fte r
Brown ie . Ma yb e  yo u 'd  b e tte r h o ld  h e r h a n d ,
in  c a s e she g e t s  a w a y a n d  fo llo w s  m e  t o
th e  rive r. Yo u 'll lo o k a fte r h e r,  wo n 't  yo u .?

Th e  r ive r  wa s  s t ill in  flo o d  wh e n  we  s e n t
the  m o to r boa t a c ros s  to  p ic k up  Ge orge . He
wa s  da nc ing  a nd  ye lling  on  the  oppos ite  ba nk
a nd  s e e me d  impa tie n t a t the  de la y. e  could
n o t  h e a r  w h a t  h e  w a s  s a yin g ,  w h ic h  w a s ,
p e rh a p s ,  ju s t  a s  we ll. Th e re  w a s  a  lit t le
c o lo u re d  g irl with  Ge o rg e ; s h e  lo o ke d  u p  with
wid e ,  frig h te n e d  e ye s  a s  o n e  o f o u r kitc h e n
lu b ra s  to o k h e r a wa y fo r a  m e a l. Whe n s he
wa s  g o n e ,  I tu rn e d  to  G e o rg e . ' ,C o m e  o n ,
G e o r g e , " I s a id , ' ' le t ' s  h a ve  t h e  s t o r y . I
c a n  s e e  yo u 're  n e a rly b u s tin g  to  te ll it. Who
is  th is  g irl,  a n d  wh e re  d id  yo u  fin d  h e r? "

Ge o rg e  c le a re d  h is  th ro a t a n d  a n s we re d  b y
a  que s tion . "Do  yo u  re m e m b e r a  h a lf-c a s te
g irl n a m e d  Ma ry? S he  le ft the  Mis s ion  c lo s e

"Ye s ,  o f  c o u r s e  I  d o . S h e  w a s  a  f in e
C h ris tia n  g irl. S he  ma rrie d  a  fu ll -b lood . He
wa s  a  g o o d  la d ,  to o ; I e xp e c te d  g re a t th in g s
fro m  h im . I' ve  lo s t  t r a c k  o f  t h e m  la t e ly . "

"We ll,  I c a n  te ll yo u  n o w th e y wa s  c a m p e d
n e a r th e  m o u th  o f th e  r ive r. Th is  lit t le  g ir l
I b r o u g h t  is  t h e ir  o n ly  c h ild . He r n a m e 's
Brown ie . I  w a n t  y o u  t o  lo o k  a f t e r  h e r  a t
the  Mis s ion  from now on .

"Bu t  w h a t  a b o u t  th e  p a re n ts ? Are  th e y
a gre e a ble ? I m u s t  h a ve  th e ir  c o n s e n t . "

' W a it  t ill  I t e ll yo u  t h e  s t o r y . You  ke e p
b u t t in '  in  a n d won't give  me a  cha nce . Me
an' J im  fo u n d  Bro wn ie . We  wa s  c o m in ' u p
th e  s o u th  b a n k o f th e  rive r a n d  m a kin g  h a rd
goin ' o f it,  too . The  hors e s  wa s  bogge U a lmos t
u p  to ' th e ir b e llie s  s o m e tim e s . I a in ' t  n e ve r
s e e n  s u c h  c o u n t ry fo r  r id in '  a b o u t  in  a it e r
a  s to rm . B e l ie v e  m e  . . . . "

",Wh a t a b o u t Bro wn ie ? Ne ve r  m in d  th e .
s t a t e  o f  t h e  t r a c k . "

te llin ' yo u ,  'a in 't  I? Gimme  a  cha nce .
We ll,  m e  a n d  J im  fo u n d  a  b a rk h u t o n  a  s a n d
ridge . It  w a s  n e a r ly s u rro u n d e d  b y w a te r .
We  c o u ld  d o  with  a  b it o f s h e lte r,  s o  we  we n t
in . An d  d o  yo u  kn o w  w h a t  w e  fo u n d ? "

"Yo u 're  te llin g  th e  s to ry. Go  o n . ':
'By h e a ve n s ;  S m ith y,  I n e ve r  m e t  s u c h  a

m a n  fo r  in t e r ru p t in ' . No w ,  w h e re  w a s  I?
Oh, ye s . We  we n t in to  th e  h u t,  a n d  b lo w m e
if th e re  wa s n 't a  d e a d  b la c kfe llo w th e re ,  lyin '
o n  a  g re e n h id e  b u n k . B u t  t h a t  a in ' t  a l l .
He  w a s  h o ld in g  th is  lit t le  g ir l b y  th e  h a n d
re a l t ig h t . "

"I th o u g h t yo u  s a id  h e  wa s  d e a d ? "
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' S o  h e  w a s . De a d  a s  t h e  s a lt  ju n k  th e
Mis s ion ca lls  'corn -be e f ' ! Bu t h e  wa s  h o ld in '

h e a r t ,  S m ith y,  it  : to o k  . J im  a n d  m e  a ll o u r
tim e  to  fo rc e  ope n  h is  de a d  ha nd  a nd  le t little
Bro wn ie  fre e . "

m o th e r? "
'I d o n 't rig h tly kn o w wh e re  s h e  is ,  S m ith y,

b u t  I .ca n gue s s . Th e  k id  t o ld  u s  h e r  d a d
wa s  s ick. He  wa s  a s le e p , s he  re c kone d , a nd
s h e  w a s  s it t in '  re a l s t ill,  in  c a s e  s h e  w o ke
h im . - He r  m o th e r  h a d  g o n e  to  th e  Mis s io n
to  g e t yo u  a n d  th e  a e ro p la n e  to  ta ke  h e r d a d
to  th e  h o s p ita l. "

"Bu t s h e  n e ve r c a m e  h e re ,  G e o rg e . I' ve
b e e n  h e re  a ll th e  t im e  m ys e lf,  a n d  I d id n ' t
ge t e ve n  a  me s s a ge ."

. "I a in ' t  s u rp ris e d  a t  th a t . Yo u  kn o w wh a t
th e  r ive r  is  like  r ig h t  n o w. Wo u ld  yo u  like
to  c ro s s  it  in  a  h o llo we d  tre e  tru n k? Ma ybe
yo u  c o u ld ; I've  s e e n  yo u  d o  m a d  th in g s  o fte n
e nough. Bu t Ma ry wa s  o n ly a  lit t le  s lip  o f .a
th ing . S h e  we re n 't  s tro n g ,  a n d  s h e  we re n 't
m uc h  o f a  s wim m e r. Bu t by he a ve ns ,  S m ithy;
d o  yo u  re a lis e  wh a t  th a t  c o u p le  d id ? She
w a s  o n ly  a  h a lf-c a s t e  m a r r ie d  to  a  b la c k -
fe llo w,  b u t s h e  m u s t h a ve  lo ve d  h im  to  le a ve
h e r little  g a l a n d  try to  c ro s s  a  flo o d e d  rive r.
An d  w h a t ,  a b o u t  h im ? -Bro wn ie s a id  b e
p ro m is e d  to  m in d  h e r wh ile  th e  m o th e r ,wa s

.. He  n e ve r
le t g o  h e r h a n d ,  n o t wh e n  h e  wa s  d yin ' ' ,  a n d
lo n g  a f t e r  h e  w a s  d e a d  w e  h a d  t o  b r e a k
h is  g r ip  t o  g e t h e r fre e . S o m e  wh ite  fo lks
d o n ' t  lo ve  lik e  th a t . Me ,  I a in ' t  m a r r ie d ,
th a n k Go d ,  b u t I've  h e a rd  a  lo t a b o u t d ivo rc e
c lo wn  s o u th .  Th e re  we re n 't n o  ta lk o f d ivo rc e
whe n Ma ry a nd J a ck got s ide  -hue s  a nd hobble
s tra p s  o n  e a c h  o th e r. "

G e o rg e ' s  vo ic e  d ie d  a w a y,  a n d  I lo o k e d
o u t  t h e  w in d o w  a t  t h e  c ru e l,  s u lle n -wa te r
s we e p in g  re le n tle s s ly in  flo o d  - to  th e  Gu lf o f
Ca rpe nta ria . I wa s  n o t  th in kin g  o f th e  d e a d
fa th e r with  h is  fa ith fu l lo ve  g rip  o n  h is  o n ly
c h ild ,  n o r wa s  I th in kin g  o f th e  s lim ,  b ro wn
body, with  a  ha lo  o f long  wa vy ha ir,  tos s ing  its
wa y ou t to  s e a ; no , I_  wa s  th inking  o f a no the r
re m a rk the c h ild ha d ma de to Ge orge .
"Mu m m y p ra ye d  fo r  d a d d y,  a n d  s h e  s a id :

lo ve  e a c h  o th e r s o ' . "
An d  th e  fin a l e n try in  to  -d a y Lo g  is - ta ke n

fro m  th e  e ig h th  c h a p te r  o f R o m a n s :  "W h o
s h a ll s e p a ra te  u s  fro m  th e  lo ve  o f C h ris t?  . . .
I a m  p e rs u a d e d  th a t  n e ith e r d e a th ,  n o r life ,
no r a nge ls ,  no r p rinc ipa litie s ,  no r powe rs ,  no r
th ings  p re s e n t, nor th ings  to  come , nor he igh t,
n o r  d e p th ,  n o r  a n y o th e r  c re a tu re ,  s h a ll b e
a b le  to  s e p a ra t e  u s  fro m  th e  lo ve  o f G o d ,
wh ic h  is  in  C h ris t  J e s u s  o u r Lo rd . "

TH E  " S K Y P IL O T. " We  -a re  'g la d  to  s a y
t h a t ,  in  s p it e  o f  va r io u s  d e la ys ,  t h e  "S k y
P ilo t" e ve ntua lly got a wa y on his  much -ne e de d
h o lid a y.  He  is  tra ve llin g  a lo n e  b y c a r th ro u g h
Nyn g a n ,  C o b a r,  Wilc a n n ia ,  Bro ke n  Hill,-' Ade -
la ide , P o rt Augus ta , Ce duna , Kin g o o n ya ,
Coobe r P e dy, Aye rs Roc k, Alic e S prings ,
Arn h e m  La n d  a n d  Da rwin . We  we re  m u c h
impre s s e d  by the  ma ny invita tions  which  ca me
fr o m  fr ie n d s  a n d  Mis s io n s  o n  t h e  "t r - c k ".
Un fo rtu n a te ly, time does n o t p e rm it Mr .
La n g fo rd  -S m ith  to  s p e n d  tim e  with  th e m  a ll.
Alre a dy he  ha s  vis ite d  s e ve ra l o ld  Te rrito ria ns
(n o w re tire d ).  a n d  m a n y Ch u rc h  a n d  Mis s io n
S ta tio n s  in  th e  va rio u s  S ta te s . We  lo o k fo r-
wa rd  to  ha ving  a  fu ll de s c rip tion  o f h is  tra ve ls
a fte r h is  re tu rn . In  re c e n t le tte rs ,  h e  s p e a ks
m o s t h ig h ly o f th e  s p le n d id  wo rk b e in g  d o n e
b y th e  Bu s h  C h u rc h  Aid  S o c ie ty W ith  th e ir
churche s , hos pita ls " a nd flying me dica l s e rvice S
in  th e  c o u n try s u rro u n d in g  Ce d u n a ,  wh e re  h e
wa s  the  gue s t of S is te r Dowling , one  time  from
S u m m e r Hill,  a n d  a  g re a t frie n d  o f th e  La n g -
fo rd  -S m ith  fa m ily. . Th e  fo llo win g  e xtra c ts
fro m  h is  la s t le tte r m a y b e  o f in te re s t to  o u r
re a de rs :-
A DE S E R T P LAC E

"I a m  writ in g  th is  u n d e r th e  ra th e r d o u b t-
fu l s h a d e  o f a  m u lg a  c lu s te r. I a m  s it t in g  o n
s a nd . The re  is  s a nd  a ll a round  me , a nd  a lmos t
a s  fa r a s  . th e  e ye  c a n  s e e : lo o s e ,  re d ,  d rift-
in g  s a n d ,  s c a rc e ly h e ld  in  p la c e  b y th e  s a lt-,
bus h a nd fa ls e  s pinif e x tha t grows , s ome time s ,
in  th e s e  p a rts . At  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  is  n o t  a
livin g  th in g  in  s ig h t . No t  a  c ro w ,  a  h a w k ;
a  liza rd ,- o r e ve n  a n  a n t. -On e 's  firs t th o u g h t
is : 'Wh a t a  h o p e le s s ,  lo n e ly,  d e s e rte d  p la c e
Bu t it  is  n o t re a lly life le s s  o r d e s e rte d . The
cool of the  e ve ning a pproa che s , a nd s e e , the re
is  a n  e a g le  -ha wk, g lid ing  on  e ffo rtle s s  wings .
Th e re  is  a  twitte rin g  in  th e  m u lg a ,  -a n d  th o u -
s a nds  o f finche s  a ppe a r. Th e  s h a d o w to  th e
le ft is  re a lly .4  liza rd ,  wa ry a n d  re a d y to  ra is e
h is  g re a t frill a t th e  s lig h te s t s ig n  o f d a n g e r.
Th e re  a re  fa in t ru s tlin g s  in  th e  u n d e rg ro wth ,
a n d  o n e  le a rn s  th a t th e  d e s e rt  is  fu ll o f life ,
te e m in g  with  lit t le  fo lk  livin g  o u t  th e ir  b rie f
live s  in  th e  s a n d  h ills . . I c a n  im a g in e  o u r
Lo rd  s a yin g : 'C o m e  ye  yo u rs e lve s  a p a rt in to
a  d e s e rt  p la c e  a n d  re s t  a  wh ile . ' Ye a rs  o f
s tra in ,  a n xie ty a n d  o ve rwo rk h a ve  h a d  th e ir

is  th e  b e s t  p la c e  to  re s t? Is  it  s t r a n g e  t o
choos e  a  de s e rt? P a u l h a d  h is  t im e  in  th e
d e s e rt  a n d  o u r  Lo rd  in  th e  wild e rn e s s . I n
e ve ry c a s e  the  de s e rt wa s  the  p re pa ra tion  fo r
s o m e  g re a te r wo rk to  fo llo w. A d e s e rt is  n o
p la c e  fo r th e  m a n .  wh o  is  `fin is h e d ',  fo r o n e
wh o  h a s  ' re t ire d '  o r  g ive n  u p  th e  s tru g g le ;
fo r s uch  the re  a re  g re e n  pa s tu re s , s till wa te rs ,
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a nd  a n  a rmc ha ir to  doze  in  the  s un . If you  a re
g o in g  th ro u g h  a - 'd e s e rt p la c e ' in  yo u r life ,  it
is  b e c a u s e  G o d  h a s  s o m e th in g  ve ry s p e c ia l
a wa it in g  yo u  a fte r  th a t  e xp e rie n c e . I f  w e

e xpe rie nce :
'God , n e ve r s e n d s  u s  in to  th e  d e s e rt ,  He

le a d s  u s  th e re . W h o  is  a fra id  o f a  d e s e r t
s h a re d  with -Chris t?
yo u  like wis e . Wh e n  th e s e  a re  le a rn e d  our
p a th  will le a d  o u t o f th e  d e s e rt in to  th e  p la c e
of s e rvice . Bu t th e  s u n ' is  s e ttin g  a n d  I m u s t
m a ke  C a m p ,  fo r  to  -m o rro w m y 'p a th  le a d s
de e pe r,  s till de e pe r in to  the  de s e rt. C a rry o n
t h e  g o o d  w o r k  t ill  I r e t u r n  f it  a n d  w e ll t o
b e a r m y s h a re  o f th e  b u rd e n ."

DAY ' F O R  " S HUT-INS . " Th e  a n n u a l d a y
fo r  ` . `s h u t- in s " wa s  h e ld  o n  S a tu rd a y,  -2nd
Ma rc h . F o r th e  firs t  t im e ,  we  h a d  s u ffic ie n t

:vo lu n ta ry  d r ive r s  t o  b r in g  n o t  o n ly  a ll o u r
gue s ts ,  bu t a ls o  the  me mbe rs  o f the  Wome n 's
Au xilia ry,  wh o  s o  k in d ly g a ve  u p  th e ir  t im e
to  c a re  fo r th e  c a te rin g  a n d  o th e r n e c e s s a ry
work. Th e re  w a s  a  w o n d e r fu l fe e lin g  o f
C h ris t ia n  fe llo ws h ip  o n  th e  d a y. G o d  h a d
s e n t  u s  p e r fe c t  w e a th e r ,  a n d  w e  fe e l t h a t
th is  wa s  the  ha ppie s t a nd  mos t s ucce s s fu l da y
o f.  th e  kin d  we  h a ve  e ve r h a d . We  d o  wa n t
to  e xp re s s  o u r th a n ks  to  th e  c a r d rive rs  wh o
g a ve  tim e ,  p e tro l a n d  e ffo rt :to  m a ke  th e  d a y

Th e n  th e  Me m b e rs  o f
th e  Wo m e n 's  .Au xilia ry p re p a re d  a  d e lic io u s
lu n c h ,  in c lu d in g  tu rke y s a n d wic h e s  a n d  fru it
s a la d  a nd  re a l c re a m. We  tha nk the s e  worke rs
ve ry s in c e re ly; a ls o  th o s e  wh o  m a d e  g ifts  o f
ca ke s , s cone s te a ,  s u g a r,  b u t te r , e tc . ,  n o t
fo rg e ttin g  th e  R e c to r o f S t.  P a u l's  C h u rc h  o f
Eng la nd , C a s t le  Hill, w h o  k in d ly  le n t  u s
sea ts .

AP E X C LUB . Th e  m e m b e rs  o f th e  Ap e x
Clu b  h a ve  a lre a d y -d o n e  s o  m u c h  fo r u s  th a t
we  a re  b e g in n in g  to  th in k o f th e m  a s  "O UR "
Club. We  re c e ive d  a n o th e r vis it  fro m  th e m
d u r in g  t h e  m o n t h ,  a n d  t h e y  la id  c o n c re t e

,p a th s ,  c e m e n te d  th e  flo o r o f to ile t.  a n d  b a th -
m o t h  fo r  t h e  d a r k  c h ild r e n ,  a n d  la id  n e w
c o n c re te .  in  th e  a ll-we a th e r s h e lte r s h e d  th e y
b u ilt p re vio u s ly fo r th e  c h ild re n . Our s ince re
th a n ks  g o  o u t to  th e m .

WO ME N' S  AUXILIAR Y. The  me mbe rs  a re
a s  a c t ive  a s  e ve r ,  a n d  _ th e  m o n th ly S tre e t
S ta ll in  th e  g ro u n d s  o f P a rra m a tta  To wn  Ha ll

s e e m s  to  b e  b e tte r e a c h  tim e . Da te  fo r  th e
n e xt  o n e  is -We dne s da y,. 15th  Ma y. Du rin g
the  a bs e nc e  o f the  "S ky P ilo t",  Mrs .  Ha m ps on
will ta ke  th e  c h a ir  a t  th e  m o n th ly m e e t in g s
o f th e  Au xilia ry.  We  will b e  g la d  to  we lc o m e
a ny ne w me mbe rs  o r vis ito rs  who  ma y be  a b le
to  c o m e  a lo n g .  Fo r fu rth e r p a rtic u la rs ,  p le a s e
'p h o n e  Mrs .  Ha m p s o n  (LF 9 7 5 7 ),  o r :Ka re lia
Mis s io n  F a rm  (YA2 4 2 7 ).

P R AY F O R  US . Mu c h  a s  we  re a lis e  th e
n e e d  To r' a  c o m p le te  c h a n g e  a n d  re s t fo r Mr.
La n g fo rd  -S m ith ,  we  a re  fa c e d  with  p ro b le m s
th a t a ris e  d u e  to  h is . absence . F irs tly,  th e re
is  the  que s tion  o f fina nce . Frie nds  ha ve  be e n
ve ry good- in s e nding a long s pe cia l e a r -ma rke d
g ifts  to wa rd s  th e  c o s t o f th is  trip . Tha t ha s
m e a n t  th a t  w e  h a ve  n o t  ye t  h a d  to  c a ll o ii.
g e n e ra l fu n d s . Th e  S h e ll C o m p a n y,  re c o g -
n is in g  th e  va lu e  o f th e  p io n e e rin g  wo rk d o n e
by Mr. La ngfo rd  -S m ith  'in  the  pa s t,  ha s  m a de
a  s u b s ta n t ia l re d u c t io n  in  th e  p r ic e  o f th e
p e tro l u s e d  o n  th e  trip .  We  a re  d e e p ly g ra te -
fu l fo r  th is . Ho we ve r,  th e  fa c t re m a in s  th a t
we  h a ve  m a n y,  c h ld re n  to  fe e d ,  a n d  we  h a ve
b e e n  a s ke d  if we  c a n  a c c o m m o d a te  m o re  in
th e  n e a r  fu tu re . P le a s e  re m e m b e r th is  in
yo u r  p ra ye rs  a n d  yo u r  g ivin g . G o d  is  a b le  -
a n d  willin g  to  p ro vid e ,  b u t He  d o e s  it th ro u g h
huma n a ge ncie s . Are  yo u  o n e  o f His  a g e n ts ?

An o th e r p ro b le m  is  th a t o f la b o u r. Ca ring
fo r s o  m a n y d a rk c h ild re n ,  a s  we ll a s  tryin g
to  c a rry o n  th e  ro u t in e  fa rm  wo rk ,  s u c h  a s
fe e d in g  p o u ltry a n d  p ig s ,  m ilkin g ,  c a rin g  fo r
th e  p e t s ,  is  h a rd  w o rk ,  a n d  it  u s u a lly fa lls
o n  Mrs .  La n g fo rd  -S m ith  a n d  Is a b e lle . The n

c o m p ile  a n d  fo rwa rd ,  b o o ks  to  b e  ke p t u p -to -
d a te  fo r a u d it ,  a n d  m a n y o th e r d u tie s  wh ic h
fa ll e n tire ly on  the  s hou lde rs  o f the  S e c re ta ry,
Mrs .  No rm a  Wa rwic k.  If yo u  s h o u ld  vis it  th e
Fa rm . a n d  d is c o ve r a  fe w we e d s  in  th e  c ro p s ,
if yo u  fin d  u rg e n t jo b s  s u c h  a s  p a in tin g  a n d '
re pa ir o f bu ild ings  m ore  o r le s s  a t a  s ta nds till,
if- you-h a ve  to  wa it  a  lit t le  lo n g e r fo r a  re p ly

m e m b e r th a t  a  lim ite d  s ta ff is  d o in g  wh a t  it
c a n  to  ke e p  g o in g . W e  n e e d  yo u r  k in d ly
u n d e rs ta n d in g  a n d .  p ra ye rs . Th is  w o r k  is
g rowing  a lm os t da ily.  The  fu tu re  is  p rom is ing .
Go d  will u n d e rta ke  fo r th e  p re s e n t,  a n d  with  
yo u r  h e lp  w e  w ill s e e  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  "S k y
P ilo t " r e t u rn s  h e  w ill f in d  t h a t  d u r in g -  h is
a b s e n c e  th e  wo rk h a s  n o t o n ly b e e n  c a rrie d
o n ,  b u t  h a s  g r o w n  g r e a t ly  t o  t h e  g lo r y  o f
G o d  a n d  fo r  th e  e xte n s io n  o f His  k in g d o m .
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