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"CHRISTMAS WITH THE R.A.A.F." P hoto by courtes y R.A.A.F.

CHRISTMAS: With the  coming of Chris t-
mas, thoughts turn somewhat naturally to parties
for the  childre n. No  m a tte r if we  ta ke  the
Authorised Version rendering, "On earth peace ,
goodwill toward men," or the  corrected ve rs ion,
"Peace  upon earth among men of goodwill," the
fa c t re m a ins  tha t,  a s  Chris tia ns ,  we  long to
e xpre ss  tha t goodwill.

The  da rk childre n ha ve  mis s e d s o ma ny of
th e  g o o d  th in g s  o f life  th a t  it  is  a  s p e c ia l
ple a sure  to bring a dde d ha ppine ss  to the m a t
this season. We  a re  de e ply gra te ful to those
friends who ha ve  a rra nge d  pa rtie s  fo r the

by name. Besides many Churches and a ffilia ted
orga nis a tions , we  ha ve  be e n a s s is te d by in-
dividual members of Rotary, Apex, Soroptomist,
the  com bine d e m ploye e s  of the  G.P .O.,  the
R.A.A.F., Re d Cros s  Younge r S e t,  Woolle n
Mills  Employe e s , the  Exhibition Te nnis  Court,
G re e na c re  . . . .  bu t it  is  qu ite  im pos s ib le  to
lis t the m  a ll. Ma ny of the s e  frie nds  a re  not
conte nt with a  pa rty or outing for the  childre n,
but ha ve  worke d for the  pra ctica l ca re  of the
childre n throughout the  ye a r.

-Without de tra c ting one  iota  from  the  love
a nd Chris tia n thought be hind the se  Chris tma s
fe s tivitie s , one  is  re minde d tha t not only will
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Chris tma s  s oon be  he re , but Chris tma s  will a ls o

L IF E  IS  N O T A P AR TY: F o r th e  Ab o ri-
g in a l,  life  c a n n o t  b e  ju s t  a  p a r ty;  it  w o u ld
n o t b e  g o o d  fo r h im  if it wa s .  Mo s t th o u g h tfu l
white  pe ople  toda y wa nt to  do s ome thing re a lly
c o n s tru c tive  fo r th e  d a rk p e o p le  o f o u r o wn
la nd . Unfo rtuna te ly,  the re  is  a  lo t o f c on fus ion
a n d  d o u b t  a s  to  th e  b e s t  th in g  to  d o . Th e
m e re  h a n d in g  o u t o f fre e  ra tio n s  b y G o ve rn -
me nts  or Mis s ions , or a ny o the r s uch in te re s te d
bodie s , is  no  pe rma ne nt a ns we r; it is , pe rha ps ,

a nd  fo rge t the  pa s t wrongs  o r the  fu tu re  hope -
lessness. Bu t wh y s h o u ld  we  fo rg e t?

P R IDE  O F  R AC E : Ma n y of the m ixe d
bloods  of toda y a re  a s ha me d of the ir colour a nd
ancestry. Th e y  w o u ld  "p a s s " fo r  w h it e ,  if
pos s ible , a nd this  s e e ms  to be  the  gre a t a mbition
of ma ny. A lo t o f th is  is  c a us e d  by igno ra nc e
fo s te re d  b y th e  o n c e  p o p u la r b e lie f a m o n g s t
white s  tha t the  a borig ine s  we re  the  lowe s t ra ce
on e a rth . To  ge ne ra lis e  in  th is  wa y is  no t on ly
da nge rous , it is  mis le a d ing . The y ha ve  s ome
primitive  phys ica l fe a ture s , a s  ha ve  s ome  othe r
ra ce s . If we  ta ke  culture  a s  a  guide , it is  obvious
tha t the y a re  poor in  ma te ria l pos s e s s ions , a s  a
noma dic  pe op le  mus t be ; bu t the y a re  ca pa b le
of fine  cra fts ma ns hip a nd a rtis tic  e xpre s s ion tha t
we  a re  o n ly b e g in n in g  to  a p p re c ia te . Th e ir
s o c ia l o rg a n is a tio n  wa s  q u ite  s a tis fa c to ry fo r
th e ir wa y o f life  a n d ,  in d e e d ,  it  wa s  in  s o m e
wa ys , no le s s  intrica te  tha n our own. The y we re
quite  ca pa ble  of a da pting the mse lve s  to cha nge d
c o n d it io n s  a n d  a d ju s t in g  th e ir  la ws  to  m e e t
t h e m ,  P R O VIDE D THE Y HAD TIME . Th e
wh ite  m a n  g a ve  th e m  n o  tim e ; with  th o u g h t-
le s s  ig n o ra n c e  o r c a llo u s  d is re g a rd ,  h e  s we p t
a wa y the  founda tions  of the ir be lie fs , la ws , a nd

re s ult!

UNDE R S TANDING TH E AB O R IG INE S :
Vo lu m e s  h a ve  b e e n  writte n  a b o u t th e  Ab o ri-
gine s , the ir wa y of life , la ws , cus toms, a nd be lie fs ;
it  is  im p o s s ib le  to  a t te m p t  to  d o  m o re  th a n
a n s we r o n e  o r two  q u e s tio n s  h e re . We  c a n
a ll p o in t  to  in d ivid u a l Ab o rig in e s  wh o  h a ve
s ucce e de d, in compe tition with white s , in  re a ch-
in g  m o re  th a n  a ve ra g e  h e ig h ts  in  a rt,  m u s ic ,
te chnica l a nd profe s s iona l wa lks  of life . The se
e fforts  a re  inte re s ting, pra is e worthy, but not ve ry
importa n t to  the  Aborig ine s  a s  a  whole , e xce p t
a s  e xa mple s . If  w e  a re  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  th e
Ab o rig in e s ,  we  c o u ld  b e g in  with  a  fe w s im p le
thoughts :

WHY F OOD -GATHERERS ? I n isola te d
Aus tra lia  the re  we re  fe w pla nts  worth cultiva ting,
a n d  s till fe we r a n im a ls  wo rth  th e  h u s b a n d ry.
Th is  is  n o t  t h e  w h o le  s to ry,  b u t  a t  le a s t  it

s h o ws  th a t  c o n d itio n s  we re  u n fa vo u ra b le  to
d e ve lo p  a  ra c e  o f g a rd e n e rs  o r g ra z ie rs ; th e
obvious  th ing  wa s  to  a dop t the  pa ra s itica l wa y
o f life .

WHY NO MADS ? Th e  n o m a d ic  life  wa s
e sse ntia l unde r the  circums ta nce s . But thos e  o f
u s  wh o  live d  a m o n g s t th e m  s o o n  fo u n d  th a t
th e y d id  n o t wa n d e r a im le s s ly fro m  p la c e  to
pla ce  be ca us e  of "itchy fe e t"; the y fo llowe d the
ga me  a nd the  ripe ning of bus h food. Whe n food
wa s  p le n tif u l,  th e y c a m p e d  fo r we e ks  o n  e n d
in  th e  s a m e  d is tr ic t . Th is  is  im p o r t a n t  t o
re me mbe r, be ca us e  it s hows  tha t the  noma dic
life  wo u ld  s o o n  g ive  p la c e  to  s e ttle d  a b o d e  if
c o n d itio n s  wa rra n te d  it. W e  fe e l th a t  a  lo t
of the  re s tle ssne ss  e vide nce d a mongs t Aborigine s
a n d  m ixe d  -b lo o d s  is  a c c e n tu a te d  b y th e  fa c t
th a t  th e y h a ve  lo s t  th e ir p rid e  o f ra c e ,  th e ir
re lig io n ,  th e ir b e lie fs ,  th e ir tru e  h o m e ,  th e ir

unde rs tood or e mbra ce d a lte rna tive s . The  s olu-
tion  lie s  in  te a ch ing  the m tha t it is  wrong  to  be
a s ha m e d  o f the ir da rk b lood ; the re  is  m uc h  to
a dmire  in  the  true  Aborig ina l. The re  ha ve  be e n
de e ds  of gre a t bra ve ry a nd s e lf-s a crifice  on the

culture  he roe s  of the  e te rna l d re a m time . True ,
th e re  a re  s o m e  b e lie fs  a n d  c u s to m s  th a t a re
crude . O u r  o wn  p a s t  h is to ry is  n o t  fre e  o f
th e s e ,  a n d  to d a y we  a re  a s h a m e d  o f th e  o ld
witch  hun ts , tria l by o rde a l,  to rtu re , a nd  s o  on .
The  a ve ra ge  mixe d -blood knows  nothing a bout
the  be tte r s ide  of Aborigina l life , la w, or cus tom;
if h e  th in ks  o f h is  d a rk a n c e s to rs ,  it is  u s u a lly
o f s o m e  u n fo rtu n a te s  livin g  in  b a rk o r tin  h u ts
on  the  ou ts kirts  o f c ivilis a tion .  He  s hou ld  look
be yond the s e  vic tims  of c ircums ta nce  a nd, look-
in g  b a c k,  h e  c a n  lift u p  h is  h e a d ,  b e c a u s e  h e
come s  from a  pe ople  who a re  la w-a biding, s trict,
u p rig h t,  ju s t (a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir lig h t); a  s h y,
s e n s itive  p e o p le ,  fo n d  o f fu n  a n d  la u g h te r; a
rhythm -loving, da ncing pe ople . Wh a t n e e d  to
be  a shamed? It  is  t h e -o ld  Ab o rig in a l wh o  is
a s h a m e d  o f wh a t h is  trib e  -h a s  c o m e  to . He
ha s  no  time  for the  la wle s s , d is obe die nt, mock-
in g  "kn o w-a ll" wh o  h a s  h u n g  ro u n d  th e  wh ite
m a n 's  c a m p ; a n d  b e in g  a s h a m e d ,  h e  h a s  re -
fra in e d  fro m  p a s s in g  o n  th e  t im e -h o n o u re d
la ws  a nd myths ; the  s a cre d s e cre ts  will d ie  with
h im ,  ra th e r th a n  b e  p a s s e d  o n  to  th o s e  wh o
d o  n o t d e s e rve  a n d  wo u ld  n o t a p p re c ia te .

AR E  THE  AB O R IG INE S  NATUR ALIS TS ?
S tra n g e  a s  it  m a y s e e m ,  th e  Ab o rig in e s  a re
n o t ve ry ke e n  s tu d e n ts  o f n a tu re . Tru e ,  th e y
h a ve  a n  a lm o s t  u n c a n n y kn o w le d g e  o f th e
h a b its  o f th e  a n im a ls  th e y h u n t . Th e y a re
e xp e rt  in  fin d in g  fo o d  wh e re  th e  wh ite  m a n
wo u ld  s ta rve ,  a n d  th e ir kn o wle d g e  o f tra c kin g
is  p rove rb ia l. Aga ins t th is ,  the y do  no t re a lis e
th a t  p la n ts  g ro w fro m  s e e d s ;  n o r h a ve  th e y
a n y u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  m e ta m o rp h o s is  o f
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ins e c ts ; nor do  the y unde rs ta nd  the  conce ption
of ch ild re n , be lie ving  ra the r tha t s p irit ch ild re n ,
a lre a dy in  e xis te nce , e nte r the  mothe r -to  -be  a t
s o m e  fa vo u ra b le  lo c a lity a n d  c irc u m s ta n c e .

H O W L O N G  H A VE  T H E  A B O R IG IN E S
B E E N IN AUS TR ALIA? W e  d o  n o t  kn o w.
It m a y h a ve  b e e n  o n e ,  o r m a n y th o u s a n d s  o f
years. It is  a s s ume d  the y ca me  o rig ina lly from
S o u th e rn  In d ia ,  b y wa y o f C e ylo n ,  th e  Ma la y
P e nins ula , a nd the  Ea s t Indie s . It is  e s tima te d
tha t the re  we re  a bou t 300 ,000  whe n  the  white
m a n  c a m e  to  Au s tra lia . Th e s e  we re  d ivid e d

it is  s ome time s  d ifficu lt to  d is tingu is h  be twe e n
true  tribe s  a nd sub -tribe s , or divis ions , e spe cia lly
a fte r the  la ps e  o f tim e . Mo s t trib e s  h a d  th e ir
own la ngua ge . Us ua lly the y could  unde rs ta nd ,
b u t n o t s p e a k,  th e  la n g u a g e  o f a n  a d jo in in g
tribe .

IS  T H E IR  R E L IG IO N  G O O D  E N O U G H
F O R  THE M? Quite  a pa rt from the  Chris tia n
b e lie f in  s a lva tio n  b y fa ith  a n d  th e  re ve la tio n
of God  in  His  Book, it is  s ome time s  s ugge s te d
th a t th e  Ab o rig in e s  c o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  a llo we d

be lie fs . Eve n  non  -p rofe s s ing  Chris tia ns  who
s ugge s t th is  ha ve  s e ve ra l hurd le s  to  ove rcome .
As  the  Aborig ine s  do  no t be lie ve  in  de a th  from
disease caused by germs or virus , o r a ny
"n a tu ra l" m e a n s ,  th e y a s s u m e  th a t a n  e n e m y
h a s  u s e d  m a g ic  to  c a u s e  th e  d e a th . Th e
"gu ilty" pe rs on  ha s  to  be  d is c ove re d  a nd  pun -
is he d (us ua lly kille d). This  me a ns  the  e xe cution
(to  us , the  murde r) o f a n  innoce nt ma n, fo llow-
ing  a  de a th  in  the  tribe . Is .  tha t "good  e nough"
to re ta in?

Ca n n ib a lis m  is  s o m e tim e s  p ra c tis e d  d u rin g
some  ce re monie s . C o u ld  we  a g re e  to  re ta in
this?

The  fo rce d  p ros titu tion  o f a  s ome time s  te rri-
fie d  wo m a n  ta ke s  p la c e  in  s o m e  c e re m o n ie s
wh e re ,  fo r a  tim e ,  s h e  b e c o m e s  th e  p ro p e rty
o f the  m a ny m e n  ta king  pa rt. Ca n we  conse nt
to  re ta in  th is ?

The  obvious  a ns we r is  tha t s ome , a t le a s t, o f
th e  c u s to m s  o f th e  Ab o rig in e s  h a ve t o  b e
changed. If we  d is cove r the  re a s on  why the s e
th in g s  ta ke  p la c e ,  a n d  th e  m o tive  b e h in d  it ,
we  u s u a lly fin d  th a t it  is  n o t th e  m o tive  th a t
is  wro n g ,  b u t th e  wa y it is  e xp re s s e d . Gene r-
os ity a nd the  de s ire  to  ple a s e  or honour a  gue s t
ma y be  e xpre s s e d by wife  -le nding. It could a ls o
b e  e xp re s s e d  b y o th e r m e a n s  le s s  o b n o xio u s
to  our wa y of life  tha t would  be  jus t a s  p le a s ing
to  th e  h o s p ita lity o f th e  Ab o rig in a l a n d  c o n -
s ide ra bly more  p le a s ing to  the  wife  in  que s tion .
A little  unde rs ta nding a nd s ympa the tic  guida nce
a n d  a d vic e  wo u ld  h a ve  d o n e  fa r m o re  g o o d
tha n to  de nounce  the  Aborig ina l a s  a  de pra ve d
a nd  immora l c re a ture , which , in  fa c t, he  is  no t.

( W e  d o  n o t  u s e  t h e  t e r m depraved in  t h e
The ologica l se nse ).

THE  DAR K C HILDR E N: Wha t is the
fu tive  o f th e s e  d a rk c h ild re n ? F irs t,  we  m us t
s e e  tha t the y do  no t g row up  b itte r,  fru s tra te d ,
h a te fu l o f th e  d a rk  c o lo u r . W e  c o u ld  t e ll
the m pe rfe ctly true  s torie s  s howing the  be s t tha t
is  in  th e ir d a rk a n c e s to rs . We  c o u ld  a t le a s t
s h o w th e m  th a t  th e re  is  n o  b a s is  in  fa c t  fo r
the  s ha me  the y s ome time s  e xpre s s  of the ir da rk
ancestry. Th e y kn o w n o th in g  o f o ld  la ws  o r
c u s to m s ; th e y h a ve  g ro wn  u p  a m o n g s t wh ite
pe op le ,  a nd  will e ve n tua lly be  a bs o rbe d  in  the
white  popu la tion . We  c a n  s e e  tha t the y ha ve
the  p ros pe c t o f no rm a l e m ploym e n t,  m a rria ge
a n d  fa m ily life . Th e re  is  a  d a n g e r  in  d a rk
c o m m u n it ie s  is o la te d  fro m  c o n ta c t  with  th e
wh ite s ; th e re  is  d a n g e r,  a ls o ,  in  th in kin g  th a t
"a s s im ila tion" c a n  be  a c c om plis he d  m e re ly by
s c a tte rin g  th e m  a m o n g s t a  wh ite  c o m m u n ity,
with  little  p ro s p e c t o f m a rria g e  o r fa m ily life .
Extra  -ma rita l a s s oc ia tions  with  white  me n only
le a d  to  u n wa n te d ,  o r n e g le c te d  c h ild re n ,  a n d
true  ha pp ine s s  doe s  no t lie  in  th is  d ire c tion .

Ea ch  da rk ch ild  s hould  grow up  with  a  s e ns e
of s e curity a nd a  re a s ona ble  hope  of inde pe nd-
e n c e  a n d  a  h o m e  o f h is  o w n  in  th e  fu tu re .
Th e re  is  n o  re a s o n  wh y th is  s h o u ld  n o t  b e .
The re  will be  s ome  fa ilure s , of cours e , a s  the re
a re  a mongs t white s , but the s e  childre n of mixe d
b lo o d  c o u ld  ta ke  th e ir p la c e  in  th e  c o m m u n ity
withou t ups e tting  ou r e s ta b lis he d  o rde r in  a ny
way. (Nume rica lly, the y a re ins ignifica nt.)
Bu t h a n d le d  wro n g ly,  th e y will fe e l s o c ia l o u t-
c a s ts  a n d  will te n d  to  b e c o m e ,  a s  s o m e  h a ve
a lre a dy be come , de gra de d ca dge rs  a nd "ha nge rs -
on", a  frus tra te d  pe op le , b itte r,  re s e n tfu l,  with -
o u t a m b itio n ,  a n d  with o u t h o p e .

C HR IS TMAS  HO LIDAYS : All th e  d a rk
c h ild re n  will b e  g o in g  a wa y fo r th re e  we e ks '
h o lid a y in  J a n u a ry. Du rin g  th is  p e r io d  th e
Mis s ion  Fa rm  will be  c lo s e d . Th e re  will o n ly
be  a  ca re ta ke r s ta ff he re , a nd  we  s ha ll be  bus y
with  b u ild in g  a n d  o th e r re p a irs . P le a se  ma ke
a  no te  o f the  da te s : Mis s ion  Fa rm c los e d  from
1s t to  25th J a nua ry, 1960. We  will b e  g ra te fu l
if yo u  will a d vis e  yo u r frie n d s  o f th is  fa c t. I t
is  d is a p p o in t in g  wh e n  fr ie n d s  c o m e  fro m  a
d is ta n c e  to  s e e  th e  d a rk c h ild re n ,  o n ly to  fin d
tha t the y a re  no t he re . It will s till b e  p o s s ib le
to  le a ve  p a rc e ls  a t  th e  Mis s io n  F a rm  d u rin g
J a n u a ry,  a n d  o u r o th e r a c tivitie s  will c o n tin u e
a s  us ua l. P le a s e  re me mbe r,  a ls o ,  tha t th is  is
one  o f the  wors t m on ths  o f the  ye a r,  a s  fa r a s
fina nce  is  conce rne d, s o do not hold ba ck s e nd-
in g  yo u r d o n a tio n s  ju s t b e c a u s e  th e  c h ild re n
a re  a wa y. Le tte rs  will b e  a c kn o wle d g e d  a n d
re ce ipts  s e nt out, a s  us ua l.

US E D P OS TAGE  S TAMP S : We a re  a lways
gla d to  re ce ive  us e d pos ta ge  s ta mps , for s a le  in
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a id  o f th e  wo rk. S e ve ra l frie nds  ha ve  kind ly
o ffe re d  to  h e lp  s o rt a n d  b u n d le  th e s e  s ta m p s ,
re a dy for s a le . We  a re  g ra te fu l fo r th is  o ffe r,
b u t  w e  h a ve  m a n y th o u s a n d s  o f s ta m p s  to
h a n d le ,  a n d  t h e re  is  r o o m  fo r  m a n y m o re
vo lun ta ry he lpe rs .

C HR IS TMAS  G R E E TING S : In  p a s t ye a rs
we  ha ve  s e n t ou t s ome  hundre ds  o f Chris tma s
ca rds  to  our frie nds  a nd  s upporte rs . Owin g  to
the  incre a se  in cos t a nd pos ta ge , this  is  no longe r
pos s ib le .  Als o , ou r fa mily o f frie nds  is  g rowing
to  s uc h  a n  e xte n t tha t th is  pe rs ona l ge s tu re  is
n o  lo n g e r p ra c tic a l. We  re g re t  th e  fa c t;  b u t
we  would  like  to  ta ke  th is  opportunity of s a ying
t h a t  o u r  t h o u g h t s  a r e  w it h  yo u  a ll a t  t h is
Chris tma s  se a son. Ma y th e  G o d  o f a ll g ra c e
b le s s  a n d  ke e p  yo u ,  o n e  a n d  a ll,  m a kin g  th is
Ch ris tm a s  a  tim e  o f h a p p in e s s  a n d  re jo ic in g .
Tha nk you  fo r you r pa s t s upport,  a bove  a ll fo r
yo u r p ra ye rs ,  a n d  m a y Go d 's  ric h e s t b le s s in g
b e  w ith  yo u  th ro u g h  th e  c o m in g  ye a r .

C LE O : O n  o n e  o f th e  p ro g ra m m e s  s e e n
o n  T/V,  a  Ba s s e t h o u n d  n a m e d  C le o  a p p e a rs
to  ta lk. Th e  d a rk c h ild re n  a re  q u ite  s u re  th a t
a ll Ba sse ts  ca n ta lk, a fte r se e ing this  ve ry re a lis tic
p ic ture . Mrs .  Wa rwic k h a s  a  Ba s s e t,  a n d  a t
p re s e n t it is  unde r de e p  s us p ic ion . If  a n y o f
th e  c h ild re n  h a ve  a  s e c re t to  te ll,  th e y in s is t
on  go ing  a s  fa r a wa y from  "P ixie " a s  pos s ib le ,
in  ca s e  s he  ove rhe a rs , a nd  re pe a ts  the  s e c re t.
The  bus h  na tive s  be lie ve  tha t the  Willie  -wa g-
ta il is  a  te lle r of s e cre ts ; some time s  white  pe ople
say: "A lit t le  b ird  to ld  m e ",  s o  w h y s h o u ld
not a  Ba s s s e t hound s pe a k?

C HILDR E N AT S C HO O L: All t h e  d a rk
childre n of s chool a ge  a tte nd the  P ublic  S chool
a t Ca s tle  Hill.  Th e y s e e m  to  m ix we ll with  th e
o th e r  c h ild re n ,  a n d  a re  wo n d e rfu lly h a p p y.
Wh e n ,  th ro u g h  illn e s s ,  th e y a re  u n a b le  to  g o
to  s c h o o l,  th e y a re  ve ry d is a p p o in te d  in d e e d .
Be fo re  the y c a m e  to  u s ,  m a ny o f the m  d id  no t
a tte nd  s chool re gu la rly; thos e  who  d id  s o  we re
ofte n ta ke n from s chool to s chool a s  the  pa re nts
move d, in  s e a rch of a ccommoda tion. Th is  ha s ,
na tu ra lly,  a ffe c te d  the ir s c hoo ling . Howe ve r,

pa rt,  to  ho ld  the ir pos itions  with  white  ch ild re n
of the  s a me  a ge . We  ca nno t s pe a k too  h igh ly
o f th e  s ta ff a t th e  s c h o o l. The  te a che rs  ha ve
ta ke n  a  p e rs o n a l in te re s t in  th e  c h ild re n ,  a n d
ha ve , in ma ny ca s e s , ta ke n cons ide ra ble  trouble
to  m a ke  th e  c h ild re n  fe e l a t h o m e .

YO UR  C O -O P E R ATIO N: W e  s e e k  yo u r
c o -o p e ra tio n  in  o u r e n d e a vo u r to  tra in  th e s e
c h ild re n  to  ta ke  a  n o rm a l p la c e  in  th e  c o m -
m u n ity. It  m u s t  b e  re m e m b e re d  th a t  s o m e
h a ve  c o m e  fro m  th e  s lu m  a re a s  o f th e  c ity
whe re conditions were n o t fa voura ble fo r
c h ild re n  o f a ny c o lou r. It  is  im p o rta n t  n o t  to

e ncoura ge  a ny fe e ling  of in fe riority or s e lf-p ity;
on  the  o the r ha nd , the y a re  e a s ily s po ile d  a nd
s oon  le a rn  to  "ca s h  -in ' o n  n a tu ra l s ym p a th y.
Be g g in g  fo r m o n e y o r fo o d  is  c e rta in ly to  b e
dis coura ge d. The y a re  ne ve r s hort of food, a nd,
b e in g  b ro u g h t u p  o n  a  fa rm ,  a re  a b le  to  h a ve
m a n y th in g s  th a t  a re  n o t  s o  p le n t ifu l in  c ity
homes. F o r in s ta n c e ,  we  h a ve  b e e n  p ic kin g
s tra wbe rrie s  in  bucke ts  fu ll la te ly from s e ve ra l
thous a nd pla nts . No n e  o f th e s e  a re  s o ld ,  a ll
a re  ke p t fo r u s e  in  th e  Ho m e . With  p le n ty o f
c re a m from our two  J e rs e y cows , the s e  th ings
a d d  to  th e  va r ie ty.

One  sma ll boy, howe ve r, fa ncie d the  pa rticula r
c a ke  a  wh ite  c h ild  h a d  with  h is  lu n c h . He
m o u rn fu lly a n n o u n c e d  th a t th e  d a rk c h ild re n
ne ve r ha d  ca ke . Th e re  wa s  n o  tru th  in  th is ,
but the  s che me  worke d. He  ha d  s o  much ca ke
g ive n  to  h im  th a t  h is  lu n c h  wa s  u n to u c h e d .
We  e ve n  ha d  a  'phone  ca ll from a  s ympa the tic
frie nd , who wonde re d  why th is  boy wa s  de n ie d
cake! Bu t a  d ie t o f a ll c a ke  fo r s e ve ra l d a ys
brough t its  own pun is hme nt, a nd  a t the  Chris t-
m a s  p a rtie s  it wa s  n o tic e d  th a t h e  p a s s e d  b y
ca ke  in  fa vour o f s a ndwiche s .

It s om e tim e s  ha ppe ns  tha t the  da rk c h ild re n
b e g  fo r m o n e y fo r ic e  c re a m s ,  e tc . S ome  of
the  o lde r one s  we nt a  s ta ge  furthe r a nd s ta rte d
a house -to -house colle c tion in the d is tric t
Fortuna te ly, we  he a rd  a bout it in  time , a nd took
th e  n e c e s s a ry s te p s  to  s to p  it. Bu t ,  a s  w e
me ntione d, we  ne e d your co-ope ra tion. Ma ybe
it  is  a  te m p ta t io n  to  g ive  a  s m a ll d a rk  c h ild
a  fe w pe nce  whe n he  be gs  for it. P le a s e  do not
lo o k  a t  it  in  t h is  lig h t . R e m e m b e r th a t b y
g ivin g  m o n e y in  th is  wa y yo u  a re  h e lp in g  to
b rin g  o u t th e  wo rs t in  th e  d a rk c h ild 's  n a tu re .
you a re e ncoura ging h im in be coming a
"ca dge r". Th is  d o e s  n o t m e a n  th a t it is  wro n g
to give  the  childre n pre s e nts  a t Chris tma s , e ve n
p o c ke t  m o n e y to  s p e n d  o n  ic e  c re a m s ,  e tc .
(th o u g h  it  is  b e tte r to  g ive  th e  m o n e y to  o n e
of the  s ta ff, who will s e e  tha t it is  prope rly us e d
fo r th e  p u rp o s e  fo r wh ic h  it  wa s  g ive n );  b u t
it  d o e s  m e a n  th a t  to  e n c o u ra g e  b e g g in g  is
h a vin g  a  ve ry h a rm fu l e ffe c t  o n  th e  c h ild ' s
cha ra cte r. Yo u  m a y th in k  th a t  a ll c h ild re n ,
no  ma tte r the  co lour, a re  a like . Ma ybe  s o ; bu t
th e  d a n g e r is  g re a te r with  d a rk c h ild re n . We
wa n t th e m  to  g ro w u p ,  n o t a s  b e g g a rs ,  b u t a s
norma l c itize ns , willing  to  work fo r the  s e curity
th e y s h o u ld  h a ve  in  th e  c o m m u n ity.

CONCLUS ION: As  w e  c o m e  to  th e  e n d
o f th e  o ld  ye a r we  h a ve  m u c h  c a u s e  to  p ra is e
God. The  work is  g rowing  s te a d ily; ou r c irc le
o f fr ie n d s  a n d  s u p p o rte rs  is  e xp a n d in g ;  th e
c h ild re n  a re  we ll a n d  h a p p y.  We  lo o k fo rwa rd
to  m a n y im p ro ve m e n ts  in  th e  ye a r to  c o m e .
We  a re  d e p e n d in g  o n  yo u  fo r p ra ye r s u p p o rt
a nd  con tinue d  in te re s t in  th is  work fo r the  little
d a rk c h ild re n  wh o  a re  tru s tin g  yo u .
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