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PREFACE 

My first approach to the Greek New Testament was study­
ing Paul's mighty Epistle to the Ephesians.

In Ephesians 1: 19 the Greek student is introduced to four 
words which denote power in different aspects. 

1, dunamis; 2, energeia; 3, kratos; 4, ischus. 

1. This is from dumtmai which = I am able.

2. This denotes power as "efficiency," energ1smg power,
generally used in the· N·ew T'eshrrierit.; see Ephesians 3: 7; 4: 16; 
Colossians 1:29; 2:12; 2 Thessalonians 2:9. 

3. This is power in "force," "mastery," power as shown in
''action." 

4. This is power as pos�essed in "strength," "faculty," or
"ability." It is the opposite of weakness. 

As an exercise in Greek for very love of Bible study, under 
God I Gollected the ·passages where "He is able" or like phrase 
occurred and treated each one. The result amply justified the 
labour of love. 

Let us all remember "Him that is able." If any person trust 
Him who is able, then the ability will become actuality. 

In Christ, the riches of God are yours according to the meas­
ure of faith and the operation of His Holy Spirit. 

It is my prayer that this small production will be used of 
God as He would wish. 

I desire all surplus finance which may accrue if this work 
is printed, to be used for and by Moore Theological College, 
where I, by God's grace, received my ministerial training. 

Liverpool, 
November, 1955 . 

W. HOGBEN.
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FOREWORD ·-·

by 

ARCHDEACON T.• C. HAMMOND, M.A., Th.D. 

-�
,..:·· 

The sttidy·of words was shown to be a fascinating pursuit 
):>y ,, the late Archbishop: Trenc4. 

The study·. of. words a!1d phrases in the New Testament is
full of spiritual significance. · . .. ., 

In the se:ries · of brief sketches before us, Mr. Hogl:ien has 
endea-voured to develop the fullness "Of tho-µght :an_d_ th.e _riches .!lf 
experience- associated with the New Testament message, He is

Able ... 

The brief outline under the heading "Contents" provides a 
key to enable the reader to follow consecutively this unfolding 
visiow of the grace and power of Him Who ·is able to keep us

from falling. 

· There is· a simplicity and directness in Mr. Hogben's ap­
proach wh1ch should .. prove of great assistance to those who are 
beginning the high adventure of to.pica! study. The language 
throughout is very simple and the essential lessons are enforced 
with a brevity and conciseness that ·leaves a. distinct impression 
on the mind of the. reader. Very wisely, Mr. Hogben eschew11 
the temptation to wander into niceties of gramatical constru.c: 
tion and· keeps steadily . before him the mai�. pU:;port �f the 
passage under review. 

:· We c.dlbriiend this booklet to the · eafnest' atte�tion· of Bibie 
students. W/e· hope that ·not only will Mr. Hogben's laudable am­
bition to_ help l\foo:t:e .College lie realized· but that very many 
shall receive true �piritual profit by this simple ministry of the 
wo:nJ.. • ···· 

THO'fl,[AS., <;: HAfr!MOND, 
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CONTENTS 

The following is suggested as a scheme for reading by which 
the thought "He is a�le" may be used to better advantage and. 
spiritual profit. 

HE IS ABLE: 

1. To bring Jew and Gentile into His kingdom.
-Matthew· 3':'9.

2. To bring salvation or condemnation to men'.
-James 4: 12.

3. To prepare us for our future inheritance.
-Acts'20:32.

4. To awaken supreme confidence in Him.

5. To restore· the lapsed.

6. To uphold the weak. '

7. To meet all needs, both

8. To transform our being.

-Romans 4·:21.

-Romans 11 :23.

-Romans 14:4.
and Romans 16:25.·

temporal and spiritual. 
-2 Corinthians 9 :8
and Ephesians 3 :20. 

-Philippians 3 :21.

•9. To sustain us in afflictions and persecutions.
-Matthew 10:28

and 2 Timothy 1 :2. 

10. To succour us i_n temptation, -Hebrews 2.:.18.,

11. To meet all difficulties. -Jude 24.
and Hebrews 7:25. 

12. Because all power resides in Him. -James 4:12.

13. Jesus gives us a Supreme Example. -Hebrews 5:7.
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f-IE IS ABLE 

MATTHEW 3:9. · ''And think not··to say. within yourselves, 
We have Abraham to our father, for I say unto you 'that God )s 
able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.'' 

John the··Baptist spoke these words to many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees who came ·to his baptism. He called them a brood 
er generation of vipers. He asked them that as they came to his 
baptism, they should profess repentance by a change of heart 
and,:will;. or. show themselv.es· to be -worthy of the baptism ... unto 
repentance by acting as· those who had truly· forsaken sin. .. ... 

"Do not presume to say that just because you have Abraham 
as ·you·r 'father you do not ·need to ·repent. You ·think that all 
children of Abraham are safe whatever betide? If you do ·you· 
are,'wrong;"- ·.If we· read·:Romans 4.·we.,·find .. ,the mind •Of God. 
through Paul Oil'·the matter.,. Also-•compare Philippians 3:4. 

The Jewish boast of having Abraham as father seems- .to 
have · been . common. See John 8: 33-39; . and this belief alone or 
with' the confession of the creed of. Israel "the Lord our God is 
one·: Lord" (Deuteronomy 6 :4). would be •enough• to ensure for 
every Jew an admission into Paradise. The 1'.bosom" of Abraham 
was wide enough to receive all his childr.en. l;Iaving Abraham 
as father was ,_to, the Jew all and more, than being a Roman with 
all the privileges of 'Roman Citizenship. · 

· What was John the Baptist's· answer to the Jews?· His 
answer' was '--- "God is able of these stones to raise up · children 
unto Abraham." 

When John said these words, . he obviously pointed to the 
pebbles on the banks of the Jordan. When applied spir'itua!ly, 
they contain the germ or beginnings of all the teaching of ·our 
Lord, St. Paul and· St. John as to the calling of the Gentiles and 
the universality of God's kingdom. 

In effect John said to the Jewish children of Abraham; do 
not presume that because you are descendants from Abraham 
according to the flesh that you will be certain of a place in Para­
dise. You will not, because God is ·able to raise up children unto 
Abraham wherever men are. 

As stones are found everywhere,· so God is able to raise up 
children. unto Abraham from all nations, colours, tongues and 
races. These of course would be men of faith in Christ;· even as 
Abraham was. God's plan was as Paul says in Ephesians 2:15 
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"to m�ke in Christ of two (Jew and Gentile) one new man (the 
Church), so making peace." "And that He might reconcile bot'h' 
(Jew and Gentile) unto God in one body (Christ's Body - the 
Church), by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." 

Christ in His crucified flesh. (by His death on the Cross) 
broke down the middle waU of partition (t�e hostile feeling be­
tween Jew and Gentile). 

Are you a child of faith? If you are, God shall bless you• 
spiritually in accordance with your faith. 

r.f you are not, God is able in Christ to make you a son of 
Abraham or a child of faith. Christ, whose work as Redeemer 
was finished on. the Cross, where He ·.died for the sins of the 
'l"1hole world, awaits your decision.· Choose Him now if you have· 
not already taken the step of faith. Remember always, God is 
able whenever and wherever we are not. Read Mark 9 :23,24 and 
pray·- "Lord, ·I believe; help Thou mine unbelief.'' 

JAMES 4:12. "There is one lawgiver, who ·is able to save· 
and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?" 

The Epistle of James is· an exposition of practical Christ� 
ianity. 

The above words are· intended to 
tinence of tht>se who were judging on 
Law. 

show the arrogant impers' 
a misinterpretation of the 

.,.. 

. In verse 11 we have specific cases �f the Law being maligned 
by making it out to be something it was not. It is when. a p�rson 
acts on a misinterpretation of the La:w and denounces others 
that. do not do likewise that he. truly is not a doer of the Law, 
but a judge and a very bad on1,f also. 

Very similar words are found in Romans 14:4 .. 
As a king is the fountain of honour, so the. ultimate source 

of Law is G<:!d, and all judgment is really delegated by Him, ,To 
usurp such delegated functions is to provoke the offended ·sover" 
dgn�whether earthly or heavenly. As a great scholar has·truly 
said• "It is not our part to judge, seeing: we cannot carry out our:
sentence." ,. 

To se.ve and to destroy or salvation and· utter destructio� 
seem to be placed in intentional contrast here. Our Lord's words 
in Matthew 10 :28 spring to mind here. Also the words of Abra­
ham in Genesis 18:25 "-- shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?" help up in placing (:i{)d in His rightful position as 
Omnipotent, Omniscient and Righteous. See a]i.o Romans 3 :5,6. ·, 

As can be seen, the correct ord�r of the latter part .of th�· 
above verse is; but thou -who art thou .that judgest a neighbour? 
The emphasis falls on the first Greek. word su •- thou, as in 
;Roma'(l.s 14:4. 

. ACTS ·20:32. ''And .riow, brethren, i c01nmend you to God, 
wnd to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up, and 
to ·give you an i:nheritance among all them which are sanctified." 

These are among Paul's parting words to the elders of the 
church at Ephesus. They are very interesting. Paul commends 
them tci God first and then to the word of His grace. It is hardly 
possible to say that the "word" here is the same as or has r.efer­
·ence to the "Word" of St. John's Gospel

Paul as a teacher had "committed" the truth he rec\\\ived 
unto the Ephesian elders, who in turn were entrusted· tJ pass it 
.on to others as in 2 Timothy 2: 2. 

As in the, fourth Gospel, John 1 :14-17, so here and in the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, we 'find great stress laid on graee. 

The thought here is closely akin to James 1 :21, where. we 
are asked to "receive with meekness the engrafted (,Implanted) 
·word, which .is able to save your souls.'' Also in Hebrews 4:12 
\V;e are -told that "the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
·sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is
'aidiscer-ner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.'' 

' ' 

Here "the word" is able to build up and to give· art irtheri­
.tance and therefore has a .quasi-personal character. · Some;thing 
more than a spoken or written word is suggested. The .same 
,phrase "the word of his grace" occurs in Acts 14: 3 . 

Whether the ability or power to -build up and give, an ii.heri­
,tan,ce refers to God or to the word of His grace, it is not for me 
.to conclude. Probably the simple method of regarding the rVhole 
phrase "to God and to the word of His grace" as one, is a, good 
·solution. That is God .is able· and His ability is shown infthe word
of His grace. He uses the word of His grace to accomplish the
:building, up of His saints. In -Colossians 3: 16, the Bible. says "let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.''
. The effect of God's word of grace is to build up. It is inter­
_esting to find how this same thought occurs a·gain and' again in
:the_ Ephesi�n- letter .. Ep.hesians 2.: 30. "are built upon the founda­
.tion 'df the 'apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief corner stone.'' ·

The metaphor .of building · is. common in Ephesians. It . is
'found in 2:21; .4:12,16,19; as also in .1 Corinthians 3:9,10,1!,
,14,; . 14:3,5,12,26; 2 Corinthians 5:1; 10:8; 12:19; 13:10. Much
.importance is given to being edified .or built ·up in the faith of
Christ by means of His word of gr;:i,ce. .,

. God is able :also-· to give you an inheritance. In Ephesians
·agam we find th·e word inheritance and the thought here is found
:in EphGsians 1 :18. In Christ only "the eyes of your understand­
jng ani enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of His 

:. 7 



-

cailing, and what the riches of the glory of His .inheritance in
the saints." · · · · 

• :r,' " ,• �, , 

· · We-. read also in Ephesians 5:5 that "no whoremonger,.nor 
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and- of God." 

' . . . . . 

ROMANS 4:21. "And being fully persuar)ed that, /wha( !f� 
had promised, He was ab.le _q,lsp to pe,y;J,prm.'.: 

· · - Romans chapter 4. entirely, treats of Abraham and his' 
Paul's genius is here very apparent as he has··already in· chapter 
3 shown ·that there was no real superiority for the Jew o:ver the 
Gentile: -They had an;advantage because they were eRtrusted,-.with 
"the. oracles _of G _od/' .The boasting based on this supposed super­
iority also was excluded as Paul said "by. the law. of faith/' .. 
:. , : : In chapter 4 Paul relentlessly pursues this. theme l:iy shovi­
ing that Abraham the great progenitor of the Jews_caine.-·under 
thl! category of. being "justified by faith/' All who .act µi ,-�� 
identical manner as Abraham are his spiritual descendants. · A luminous path is opened to us by verse 14:which:says'that
"Abraham against hope believed in ho-pe." Hope is always ·a weli� 
gi'punded expectation of coming good.- God had promised -Abra­
ha'in an _heir and more. We read the promise of· God iri' Genesis 
17:1-9. To Abraham; then 99 years old, all the circumstances 
denied the possibility. Yet he hoped a-nd took his stand' on "the 
promise· of God." It is the- very genius of faith to. e:x:pect, what 
-God · ·promises. · No word of -God's shall . fruitless fa.)L 1 1Compare
lsafoh 55:11. 1'0 Abraham,: Psalm 127:3 was proved in e:xper,-
ience. . ;, . 

. • When Abraham left Haran he was. 7-5 yeai:s old. -He had only
-three communications from God in. 25 years. The first at Bethel
01;1·-entering Canaan, the second after .separation from l,ot,. and
the third after the battle with the. Eastern . kings. After: this . in

· Genesis 16 we read of Ishmael's birth to. Hagar. Then for a per,
i_od of thi_r,teen <>r · more years Abraham- lived by faith,· although
no doubt feeling the· pressure ·of things seen trying to push .the
unseen silently away. We read soniething of Abraham's ·th<'>�glit's
in Genesis 17: 18 when he sa1d unto God "(

) 

that Ishmael_ �ight
liYe before thee." Sarah had been till this time barren, yet God
said, "Sarah thy wife shall ·bear thee a son indeed" Genesis 17:19.

· There is one imprudence which is to doubt His word;
From the brief look back Fat· Abraham's life we cari realize

just how he was "fully assured·· that; .what God ha.d promised,· He
was able also to perform." As says Genesis 15: 6 "Abram believed
.in the Lord; and He counted it to him for righteousness."
·"·• , _In New Te?tament lai;iguage Abraham was. justified ... by
faith . . We read li>f the triumph of. Abraham faith in Hebrews
.iL:8-19.,.,.,

, s 

ROMANS 11 :23. ''And they also 1.f they abide not sttll in 
unbeliff, .,shall be graffed in'. for God is able to graff them in 
ag:ain/!. 

The great subject with which Paul is dealing in this chapter 
is. the destiny of Israel. Paul reil.ects that the fall was not applic­
able to all Israel (verses 4, 5)·, that Goci had a special purpose 
through the fall (verse 12), and that all Israel would be restored 
(verse 26). . . . 

The above verse occurs in a thought of Paul rega1·ding en­
grafted br�nches and- the original branches. "Because of Jew.ish 
unbelief · some branches were , broken off, and thou· (Gentile) 
stamdest by faith." verse 20. 

Qur mind -should go back to ,the last of the seven great utter­
ances of orir Lord J: esus C:h-rist co.ncerning Himself, beginning 
with the words "I am." In John 15 :1 Jesus said �'I am the true 
v_ine, and m,y Father is the husbandman." In the following verses 
we:read of the taking away of .unfruitful branches. The re:vela­
tion in Romans is of the grace and ·power of God. He is able to 
gra:ft in again even branches that have been broken off. He is 
able · tci secure. that we abide in Him and. remain believers .and 
continue to bear fruit. All branches which are.capable of:j_ulfi.Uing 
their functions in the Vine, He can and is able to graft in if they 
hav.e been· broken off. The immediate application of this verse is 
to Israel. Some n�tural branches (Israel) were not spared by 
God, so. (as- verse 21). "if God .spared not the natural branches, 
take .. heed . lest he· also spare . not thee." The privileges which .the 
Gentiles· possess are derived, and not original. The condition of 
faith is attached to the substitution. 

. We, as Gentiles, are to realize that all things are possible to 
him that believeth .. We can never· say ·of any man, Jew or Gen­
tile, that-unbelief is final .and belief an impossibility.- The Jews, 
as soon as they give up their unbelief,.-will again be incqrporated 
iII the. true people o:( God. Although' the operation of . grafting 
tluim in again niay be difficult it is possible with God. Comparj.ng 
Roma:ns 14 :4 we see it is impossible with man, but all things •are 
possi�le with God. . " . 

In corn;}usion,' l�.t us · realize that nothing less· 'than the
thought of God could keep Paul from despairing of the future 
cf Israel. 

ROMANS 14:4, "Who are thou that judgest another_ man's 
servant? to his. own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shal.l. 
be holden up;. for God is able to make him stand." 

In the section beginning Romans 14 :1, the subject of the 
relatio·ns; of "the strong" and "the weak" in the Church at Rome 
is before 'the Apostle's mind. 
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' ;The.fiist �ord bi.,the Gr�ek is �u-� .'rhou, and soi� ��phatic.
Paul is addressing £°he weak person· who 'is judging''the -'s�rva'.ht
(oiketen) of another (allotrion). Paul was alive to the pos'sibility
of a tyranny over the weak. It is an easy step from being scrup­
ulous about one's own conduct to being Pharisaical iegitrding the
condui:t · of others. · , , . · . . ' .. The One concerned with conduet is h1s' own· Lord. It is his
Lord's' interest which is involved and to Him (not to you) he
must .answer - as he &tands or falls. · · 

. \r, es, he shall be made to. stand. He shall be p;ese·r�ed in .the
integrity 0£ his Christi.an character .. The Lord or Master,' is
mighty to �eep him upright. . . . 

·.: Here Paul is not ·contemplating the strong man falling and
being set up again Q.Y 'Christ. ,Although .Paul is conscious of.-'the
perils which Christian liberty brings in its train; as much as a
timid Christian could be, he is · confident that Christian liberty,
through · the grace 'and .power of Christ; will prove a triumpha,nt
moral success. 

.If at any·time Christ's 'servants- are · able·to-sustain his judge
ment, it is ohly because His grace has- enabled them ·so to·-act·as
11ot to be condemned by it.

. ROMANS 16:25. "Now to him that is'of .power to·stablish
yo'li according to my gospel,· and jthe preach'ing of Jesus Christ, 
accor'ding· to the revelation of ·the ·mystery, -which was kept secre:t 
since the world began." 

. The -opening of _this verse is identical in Greek to the ·open­
ing of Ephesians 3 :20. The -words "is·.of power", = dunameno in
Greek .or "is able" in English-. The . next: word is important; 

. We read in the. opening chapter of·Romans'·-verse 11 - �'For
'l long to see you, that I may im'part unto you some spi:J:'itual 
·gift, •to the 'end ye may be established:'•' Paul affirms Romans
14:4 'that it is only God who 'is al:ile to effect this result.·

The establishing mea,n� the . ccirinrming_ and: 'str.e�g�_l;ien},ng in
�ll the elements of a Christian character. This 'is effected by the
means of grace which the gospel that Pali( ;preached. in.di ea tea
and enjoins to use. See 2 Timothy 2:8 and Romans 2:16: '· · ·

The gospel was Paul's because: (1) No man taught it to
him. Galations 1:11_,12;_ and. (2) Its _characteristic feature,
ji:i°dged by° Romans ·was· h_is �en.'se o'f the 'absolute freeness of sal­
vation (justlfication by faith, apart from works of ·-Jaw), and of
its absolute universality ·(for every one -that believeth, Jew -first,
then. Gentile.).. . All �e�Il$ ofgrace ce�tre i� Chrts'ti a:�d 1t is only 'iii accor,d�
ance with the due proclamation of Him ·that: th,e'. C,liristia.-1i, ·can
hope to become established.

p 
lO 

l 

. .. 'The :reve1a:tion of the mystery ·was the preachfog'by Paul_.qf
Jes�s. Christ .. The mystery ( Se� Romans 9: 25 )_ was the Divil),�
plan of redemption. The Gospel as Paul understood it was a ·muse
terion. (tnyitery) '·because h could 'never have been kno'wn except
"thrdugh Divine Revelation. The 'pa:rticuiar mystery of the co.ii:version of the Gentiles, which is emphasized in Ephesians 3 :·3c9;
Colossians 1 :26; is included, but the reference in Romans is not
to be limited to this .
. ' This mystery .of Christianity. was kept 1n silence oi· �onceal­

meht from eternity 'past up to the time when 'preached by Paul.

, . 2 CORINJ;HIANS 9 :8. ''And God is able to make �l'l grace 
.iib_ound toward you; 'thp,t ye; always, having all sufficiency in atl
things, may· abound to every good ·worlc." . 

· . .. ,· This is the verse which brings to mind one great book which
·J'ohn Bunyan· -wrote ·while -in Bedford Jail, called "Gr·ace Abound�
ing,"

Froni' verses' 6�11 we learn that liber�l giving is blessed .of
God. ,'n1.e

..,
�h9ught i_s expre�sed �n the well-known_ words; "What I

ga:7e I kepi; _w;hat I kept I lost.". Ho,we;ver, while the words prim,
�rrly. _refer to, Ii:J0!'].e�, their application is studiously general. 
•,·::. ---There is a··play. on the word· "all" •in Greek, pasan,. panti,
pasan, pan, .expressing· the idea •of '.'all" ·or- "every."
.. -The 'word a:utarkreian represents the Stoic thought of· 'the self­
:sufficiertt :man. To 'the Stoi:c · this·was 'the er'iiwri of the pei-fec't life.

T_o Paul · iUwa:s- 'the ·moral quality rof the "new self" in Christ,
'which. came'' ,vTth �el"f-consecra'tion ·and faith. This hew self 1n
Chi·'.ist is iridependent of. ex'ter'na1 ·circumstances.
, .... Tnere are three clauses in this verse. 
· ; - ';L . G6d IS .j3.,ble tci _'make all grace abound :toward . you; 

· :r r. _; ; 2. 'th,fl,t ··ye/ i,\�y;,aY,S h3:ving all-s.ufficiency .in _all things;
., 

0 
3. ,may a_bound to ever.y., good 'wor.lj:: ..

·: , .. · Firstly,,we note that God is -able to. make, not God will make.
Our ·part is always to. receive, as God always gives. He, ·,who ;.i1,
fullness cannot but give, ·God is· the· Fountai11 of Life. The Giver
·will bestow Himself to you on the ·condition of ,faith .. ·Gr.ace '.is
a: •kind. of shorthand for the whole sum ;of unmerited blessings
which• come· to man -through ,Jesus. Christ.· Grace is God',s love in
-action.

Secondly, ·we note the object 'o'f God in ·b'estowing all grace.
It is that _every. Christian may have all sufficiency in all things.
W� have heard "Enough is as good a!:i a feast/' yet Gcid !desires
'to 1give 'so "-tve may "always have 'sufl)ciericY in . ail things .. Hi;;
.comma.ndment is give;n to us, but He makes the back to bear the
bur-den. Matthew 11 :28-30 is the Christian's 'deiigl1t 'tci experience.
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- Thirdly, we note our duty to accomplish good works by the
·grace of God. Character and. conduct is what God desires to find
in us. The avalanche of God's grace is toward us for the purpose
of enabling. our lives in Christ to be ·filled and radiant w1th "good
works."· We find St. Paul's testimony of grace in 1 Corinthians
15:10. . . . 

EPHESIANS 3 :20. "Now unto Him that is able to do ex­
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us." 

. ' 
. 

This is one of St. Paul's great ascriptions of praise to God. 
Paul has been thinking and writing of• the great things which 
'His grace ·has already wrought in these Gentiles, and the great
things of t}J.e future which the same grace destiries for them· and 
would have them attain to . 

. , It could read "able to_ do beyond ·all things, s�perabundantly 
beyond what we ask or think." 

The main subject of the whole paragraph is God and the 
vast compass of His power. 

· In: this ascription we have two desc,riptions of God, the sec­
ond• ·of which explains and develops the thought of the first. .: 

Firstly then, God is described in respect of the absolutene.ss
of His pcw�r, as "able. to do beyond all things," "able to ·do·more 
than all," o;r as ·One to whose efficiency there is no· limit. 

Secondiy, with more particular reference to ,the case of Paul 
a11d his. feliow-believers, God is able to do above measure beyond 
anything with which our asking or even our thinking is conver­

. s11nt;_ supei-abundantly beyond the utmost r�quests we can make 
in prayer, nay beyond all that can suggest itself to our.minds in 
their highest ventures. · The words "exceedingly abundantly" translate the Greek word 
huperkperissou. This word occurs again in 1 Thessalonians 3 :10; 
5: 13. Many compounds· with huper are characteristic 'of Paul, 
being used more by him that any other New Testament wriiter, 
but not.limited to him. They are in keeping with Paul:s intensely 
pious feelings which at times struggle for, adequate expression. 

"According to the . power that worketh in us." This "power" 
is doubtless the inward operation of th.e Holy Spirit .. The power 
tha.t we know to be operative in ourselves is a witness to God's 
ability to do superabundantly beyond what we ask or think. 

The efficient power of which we have experience in ourselves 
represents the measure and mode of the· limitless capacity that 
is in God. . . . · .By the one we can conceive of the other and trust it. 

God is able to do what could not otherwise be done according 
to the inward working of His Holy Spirit. · · 

Paul, k�owing _this, e�horts au to be "filled with the SJ?irit.'' 
12 
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-PEILf PP1ANS 3 :2i. "Who. shall change our vile body, that
ft rn_q,y, be .fashioned lf,ke unto His_ glorious body, acpording: t!J
the working whereby He is .ab�e e_ven to subdue .all things U?7-to
Himself."

. " " (' "  ,,. .. 

This i5 the !as�•· verse of . J>hilippians; Chapter 3, i:ri. · Which 
:Paul recounts part of his life's history. He has in· verses 17-19 just',given ii:'wari:ting· against the earthly . sen�uous mind . . . ' '. ' .. The point Paul .. makes here is the contrast between the ·cor� 
rupt1 sensual life of 'the flesh· and the spirituality and' ':iiop� of 
future perfection 'wHi'ch become dtizens of ·heav�n:' · .· . . . 

The key for Christian living is to be mindful of the-heritage and final :home o-f Christians, which is heaven. Paul, in Colossians3 ,2; says• "Set your· affection on things above not dn things (inthe earth.,, ·_,.. '. ,, . 
�erhaps the Revised, Version may help us to a· better under­�tandmg of the meaning ·of .this verse. It reads, "Who· shali fash­ion anew the body of our humiliatio:n, that it may 'De conformed . · to the body of His Glory," etc. · 
This takes place at the resurrection when Christ "shall fash­ipn anew:" or "change" the bodies of. His saints. The need .'for this.chs1.nge ... or. r.e-fash_ioning is given by St. Paul in •1 Corinthians15 :53, _"For this corru:ption. must put on incorruption, and thismortahty must put on immortality." Th_e- 'y,ord "fashion" indicates a· change in what· is outward?-�d-shif�mg, ,that. i_s o�r bodies. The word rendering ",vile" bodyito archaic,. In Philippians 2:8 we read· ''He ·humbled·. Him•self."The:,,body we·., possess -is a body -of· humiliation not a · vile ·body. (Note. In �611 "vile" did not of necessity impiy that which' was mprally __ : e_yi(., .. The WO{d meant "mean" or "lowly.") . 

. -,�P f.uUy ;.understand .this, great ... verse we ,must realize that 
�he,1 v:e�-b� i·en�ered in ,tl_1e. ,A.utho_rized. Ver�ion, ''change", ;,tndfjt�J;i.�,9n1r, _?,-r!:! . m, the Eevis�d Version., 'ffashrnn'!_ . and :ttconform.'.' 

,, +1:ie .fi1;st. :r,efer,s. ;to .th� outward form, aq -seen by ·the ;human • .�y�; the second to the essential inward and permanent character- • i�tic. To change a,;gar�en say in�,a. c�ty_�s to c��_nge th.e "form," .�u.t fo cha�fe a_ �a;�den of. roses,. mto,.�. gar<;ien of liliei;; ,is . tochan_ge the , /a�hi�n . pr out�ard !J.I?,pear11nce. ..I . , 
. At t�e r�surrection, Christ fashiqns the bodies, of hun:ulia­tion of His samts that they may be conformed ·to the body of His glo,ry, . . ··· ... ,, •-1c: • : , , . .. . · • In 1 ( ohn 3: 2,3, we read "Beloved, now are we the, soris · o'f · 

God, !and �t doth not yet.appear w:h_a.t- we shall be·: but we. know. 
th\lt, �hen ffe ,'1hall, app,e;u,, .w:e shall be. like ;Him; for we, shall see _Hun a� He is.'' "And every man that hath this hope i� him punfieth himself, even as He is pure.'' ' J\.t �reseht Chris� is 'g'fori�td and_ possesses � glor.ifiecl �umanbody. We do not know. h_o;":. His ,bo�y ,rioVv' diffe�s. froin, His, bo1f
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bdore re>surrecHon, i:iht in this. verse · we know we shah ·have 
through His fa�hioriirig a body ·like His now. The full order or 
,sequence· .is give'n by .Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 :35-53. 

All this fashioning of our bodies or humiliation is ·"accord­
ing to the energy of His being .able" to do the same. The word 
dunasthai· is the English dress of the Greek word rendered "He 
is able:,, :Compare the English dynamite: The other word en�r­
·geian is the English dress of the Greek word rendered "working.'"
<:;o!Ilpare the English energy. Dunasthai expresses natural ability 
:or Jaculty; Energeia is power in exercise. Calvin remarks, "Paul 
notes ·not only the power of God as it resides in Him, but the
power as it puts itself into act."
. The word hupotaxai has more force than subdue: See 1 Cor­
'inthians 15 :25-28 and Romans 8:19,20. All things ;ire to be mar­
shalled under Christ in the new heaven and the new earth '.in
.which shall dwell righteousness. The work of God in Christ is 
.therefore· riot only to transform, but to subject, and that .not 
onlr the ·body, but all things.

MATTHEW 10:28. "And fear not them which kill the body, 
,but are 'ltQt able to kill the soul: but rather fear Him which··is 
,abZe to .destroy both soul and body in •hell." 

....... This ·verse occurs in the instruction by Jesus to His twelve 
.'.disciples 'before they were sent forth ','as sheep in the midst of 
, wolves!'. Probably a convenient section to analyse is. verses 26-31 
:where. three times "fear not" is .spoken, .each occasion being en-

. ,for.ced by a reason. 
The verse above occurs with the last ·of the three reasons for 

. .f.earlessness . . It touches a tender chord while disclosing. a gracious 
thought of God as Father. Let us ta:ke both verses 28 and 29 to­
· •gether .and allow ·them to work on our minds. They will produce
.fear or .. aw.e making us bra:ve and filial trust to increase our
.�ra:ver,y. 
,, We learn of the universal care · and knowledg� · 6f Goi ,. :In
the·ological 1angi:iagei God ·fa immanent in nature .. The immanent 
God is "our Father" ·and ·because of ·sonship in Him we are "of 
·more value than many sparrows."

·G�d our Father can destroy body and soul, therefore we need
. fear Him. 

God our Father determines whether you shall "fall to the 
· ground" or soar above dangers, therefore we •need fear none but
Him.

_ Paul wrote to the Corinthians, saying (2 Corinthians 5:11) 
_"Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men;('
and he also wrote to the Ephesians and in Chapter 5, verse 21, 

l4 

exhorting them. to "Submit yourselves one to another in the fear 
of God." The author of .the Epistle to the Hebrews.in Chapter 10, 
verse 31; wrote, "It is a fearful thing to fall in.to the hands of 
the, living God." In verses 28-31 we have the new antidote to 
fear. of men drawn from a greater fear and from the paternal 
providence •Of God. · · 

It is interesting that our Lord uses shall we say the. popular 
dichetomy or twofold division of human nature. In this case the 
word "soul" would include the living, thinking, and willing•·aspect 
or part of man, and would be equivalent to the "soul and Spirit'' 
of 1 • Thessalonians 5: 23. The body, soul and spirit is the more 
sc'ientific trich:otomy or . threefold division of man. Essentially, 
nian's· nature• is twofold. Probably what a great scholar has said 
regarding soul and spirit may help here. The "spirit'.' is man's 
bei.ng. considered as G:od's gift, The "soul" is "spirit" ·considered 
as the individual's possession in life. and experience. Simpler st}ll 
w� �ay each say - I occupy a body, I possess a. sou], I am a 
spirit. 

T.he Greek words to. soma = the body; This is all that perse­
cutors as such, <;an injure or destroy. The mor.e the material or 
physical part of us .is as�ailed the safer the spiri.tual or "real" 
self. The soul and spirit together constitute the immaterial part 
of man called the "inner man." Paul wrote in •2 Corinthians 4:16 
"- though our outward man perish, yet the inwaird man is 
renewed day by day." The: exhortation of P'aul in Ephe,sians 4 :11 
and of James. 4:7 are for the renewing of ·our "inner man:'' In 
James 4 :12 we have almost identical language to the verse here 
treated . 
. In conclusion, let us realize that God is in no case willing 
to destroy, but t:\lat He is able to inflict that destruction where all 
offers,of mercy and all calls to righteousness have been rejec�d; 

2 TIMOTHY 1 :12. "For which cause I also suffer tlr,e.se 
things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know· whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that Ji:e is a,ble to keep that which· I. 
/lave committed 11,nto him against that day." 

.What a verse Paul here writes to his "son in the faith." It 
is full of encouragement in respect to all trials and labours 
undergone by him for Christ . 

· Paul the herald, and apostle and teacher of the Gentiles, had
many sufl'erings--:prison, chains, solitude, hate of, many�which 
befell him in his labours for Christ. Timothy knew well what 
Paul was undergoing. Paul touches on these to bring as it were 
a spotlight on his invincible confidence in God. There· was One 
w-hom he· l:)elieved, able, and willing to save him for yet highe� 
arid grander tl;_ings. , ·: 

. . 
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D\ispite aii' perse�utions t� which '1 have been ·�ubj'ect, I ·a:r:n 
not ashamed': (am.not disappointed of my hope. H_ow j;Ould Paul, 
who wrote 2 Corinthians 5°

:1..:4, be anything but ·buoxant, .iJ.lways 
in spirit. The saying of Jesus (Luke 9 :26. "For whqsoever. sp.all 
be ashamed of 'me and of my words; of him shall the Son qf: Man 
be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and. in his 
:F'ather's, and 'of the' holy ·angels:'.') was. 'pr.o'l;>ably •in Paul's min�. 
In verse 8,: Paul says jn ·effect, "Do not begin to be ashamed of 
the testimony of our 'Lord." Personal appeals are a feature of 
2 Tintothy.

· _ .. · Aft�r living.· in communion with Jesus and the Father;· Paul
could :write in ''full assurance of faith" the. words "I know whom 
J .ha:11e trusted, yes· and will trust." 
. . . . . • . . . . 

..I. i. 
. . 

· .- ' For the word persuaded read Ro.mans 8: 38,39.,. The word.i:l 
j:iepiste�ka. and pepeismai are 'both perfects. The force of perfects 
is that of .. their action being brought to its appropriate conclusion 
at the tirrte of speaking in such a way that . its results still remain 
in: action;," Greek perfects 'are not plentiful inlhe N�vi Testamept: 

· They desc�ibe the present result of a past !lc��o:r:i. ·, · · · 

, .:·. · The, q�tion as to· .what was "the deposit!' -or· what Paul had 
com�itted ·to God ha:s brought different answers· fr6m ,scholats 
of all ages. Looking at what has been written, we find Paul 'a for-
1:,aken prisoner looking :for death, .bidding his yo:unger comrade 
never to let. his heart sink or his spirit grow. faint,.when oncom­
ing dangers threaten to crush ·him .. - In spite, of•all that 'has be­
fallen me, because I am a Christian, and know Whom .I have 
beljeved, I am persuaded th.at God. is able to kE!eP "my. deposit." 
He has sovereign po)Ver to keep my _soul which _ wiU not. -_see 
death. Quite propably the words of. Psalm 31: 5; "Into. thy hand 
I commit my spirit:" were on his mind as he wrote. Paul knew 
our Lord Jesus used the same words (Luke 23:46) and he had 
written on· the-,subject before (1 Thessalonians 5:23)·.:Paul was 
obeying the exhortation. of Peter when he wrote, (1 .Pete,r 4: 19), 
"Wherefore let them that suffer according to tji.e .will of God 
ccminit the keeping of their souls to Him in. well-doing, as unto 
a faithful Creator." 

Paui's eternal soul or real ,;self" .was' his trust or dep�sit of 
faith that God was guarding or keepip.g. · · · 

, With ·a serenity of faith, Paul had .. placed his deposit of 
faith, because of his experience of faith, into the Father's. safes 

-· 1.<eepjng until he reached "that day" which is the goal of faith.

It was "that day" when judgment by an �rnni��ient. and all­
righteous G9d would take place and awards giyE!n._'.!�ccording to 
,vhat we have done" here. "The deeds done iri the body'' would
J·eceive appraisal or otherwise by a Divine Judge. · 

}(> 

HEBREWS 2:18. ''For in that he liath, suffered b0eing 
te.mpted, .he. is able to succour them that are tempted;" 

In_ this ·short. verse. we have the process by which Chril:;t's 
becoming man has answered the purpose of making H1m a merd-
ful' and faithful High Priest. 

· · 

The first - words · of the text, en Ii.o; are render
.
ed by some

"whereas" but by · others "wherein." · "Whereas" gives better 
sense, yet "wherein" has ampler warrant. 

It is contested also whether the words mean that Christ ·suf­
fered by being tempted; or that· He was tempted by His ·suffer­
ings.· The Authorized - Version, Revised Version and some 
scholars favour the former. · 

If we look at verse 17, we see "the brethren and the people" 
are 'in vetse 18 ''them that are tempted." Through the tempta­
tion'S arose those sins of the people for. which Christ makes prop­
�� . ' 

. 
In His having been tempted lies His special ability to' help 

the_ tempted, by His sympathy, . by His knowledge of the help 
that is needed and by the· position of High Priest which· He has . 
gained through suffering. 

JUDE 24.· "Now unto him that 'is able 'to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before the pre,,ence of his 
glory with exceeding joy." 

• ,, 
0This concluding · doxology of J u·de reminds us of Romans

16: 25 and Ephesians 3: 20. They all commence alike - to 4e dun� 
.ameno. 

. Jn this short epistle,. Jude has bidden us keep ourselves in 
the love of God: He has warned us against all impiety and im­
purity. 

' However, he warns us not to think that we are able to 
carry out these exhortations in our own strength. We must have 
power from above. That' it may be so he offers up his _prayer to 
Him who alone. is able to keep us from stumbling and to present 
us before the throne of · His glory, pure and spotless in exce!!d� 
ing joy. 

The· word rendering ''falling" · is nowh-ei-e ·else · used in the 
New Testament. It is aptaistous and is fotmed by adding, "a" as 
a . prefix to the verb "ptaio." Before falling, a person usually 
stumbles and this verb literally means "stumbling." Here, then, 
is the possibility of a firm standing in the slippery present. The 
same ,figurative sense is found in James 2.:10; 3:2; and 2 Peter
1:10. 

He is able also to present you faultless before · the 'presence 
of His glory with exceeding joy. The verb rendering "faultless" 
js amomous and has . a beautiful meaning. Originally it applied 
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t;q._Jhe :r;enuir�ment that ;the sacrificia;l ott:erings sha,!J pe. "
"'.

ithout 
olemish." Then it _is µiore than once appluid to our L�rq II�ms�lf, 
expressing, His Perfect Immaculate sinlessness. Her_e 1t is a�phed
to-. the future condition - of those. who h:3-:'e _been-,.kept· without 
stumbling. It is - God bringing :to pass Philippians 3: 21. _W �,,re3:d 
in Matthew 25:31-33 "When the Son�of Man shall ,come m; H�s 
glory -. - He shall set the sheep on His ri_ght hand--·-_ -J' · This 
is .the vision -of our hope. Compare Ephesians. 5 :27"; 1, .Thessa­
lonians. 3: fa; and in relation to Chrisfs·sac'lrifice·.,see Hebr-ews
9:14. - · · · · '; .:, -. . · Th� Greek word kateno.pion· .is foµnd, with .. • amomous m
F,;ph�si�ris. 1 ;4, where the Christian grace pan: excellence is· .set 
forward in- the last words "in love." . · • •. -

· -The last Greek word of Jude 24, ;agalliasei,· apparently· de­
r,,;tes a p�oud e;xultant joy. This wi-lLbe-our joy of being set be­
fore Him; in _such a, manner.· A·. ,9-ifferent form of the same word 
i/ fo'u;,_d i;,_ Luke 1 :47 where Mary's spirit rejoices in God her 
Saviour, .. a;nc;l :als.o_ in Luke, 10 :21 ,where, on th� -ret�r?- of _the 
seventy -se11-t out by ,Hjm, Jes�s became exultant m Spiritual Joy. 
;,C : . I�. this verse thent:are three possibilities held out to au wh� 
will receive them. · ,_,-,-. --·-'· · · 

1. We have a solitary, all-sufficient stay for our wea�ness.
�- We 8.-tfl able to stanci firm even on the slippery present.

:·�·.::,. 3, · We_ h;we the possible final perfecting in the future. 

. . HEBREWS. 7 :25. "Wherefore he is able also to save them 
t� the uttermost that come unto God by. him, seeing he ever liveth 
t� · make intercession for them." ..

· This �erse tells of. a · very wonderful and enduring cm;nfort
tb all in Christ. 

· The opening word "wherefore" instructs us: to hearken to 
the previous -verse or two. We read. that our Lord ha�h. an -un, 
changeable priesthood, which is His in virtue of_ His ab1dmg_ �or�ever. · This unique priesthood is contrasted with. the Levitica-,
priesthood. _Death prevented any Levitical priest continuing his 
priesthood. - . ·., •· 

_ The Gospel re-quires a priest who is not $Ub�ect, to death and
so our Lord· Jesus Christ .alone fulfills the reqmrei_nen�s, · · Therefore because of th_e above reasons, Chnst- is able tQ
�ave them to 'the uttermost. Full in reach and· .quantity is Hi� 

' 

' 

' saving po,ver. • · · , . . _. The same phrase occurs in Luke .. 13: 11 where i,t .is. rendereci 
"i� no wise''· meaning "she was not able to lift herself up,; not 
her head her body or any part at· all."· This suggests the me�n­
ing here' that Christ is able to_ save to _the .last degr:ee,, Jfothmg 
t,1rrther i� needed for the &alvation He gives. • ; . J . • • · , .• , . : . •• 

is 

· ,. WHo are the recipients·of His full saving grace? Them that 
come to God by Him: Better;· them· that· approach· through Him 
to God. In H ebrew1, 10: 19-�2, .full ,expx:.ession . i� given to the 
thought' here briefly indicated. Christ, leads. and represents His 
people, and is the medium of thei_r approach to God. The "new 
.and living way" to God is Jesus Christ Himself. 

As oui• High Priest Christ intercedes for us. Under the 
Jewish dispensation, the High Priest alone could enter into ·the 
Holy of Holies (not without blood), there to appear before the 
Mercy-seat on behalf of his people, so Jesus our Great High 
Priest, alone can enter, by virtue of His blood, into the presence 
of God, as Intercessor for His people. Because of the prophecy 
(Psalm 110 :4) fulfilled in Christ, he is always and with perfect
efficacy able to intercede for His people. 

The word "intercession," Greek entugchanein, is interesting. 
It occu·rs elsewhere at Romans 8 :27, 34 in this· sense. At each of
these places it is followed by huper - on behalf of - and takes 
the meaning to intercede. It is not the word itself but the prepo­
sition following, that gives the idea of intercession to the word. 

Christ's risen life is His intercessory life. He continues to 
spend Himself in tlie cause of His interest in humans. He se'cures 
that the fullness of Divine ··esources shall be available for men. 
1 Corinthians 3 :21, "For all things are yours." This intercession 
is based on the atoning sacrifice of Himself once offered on Cal­
vary which is also to -men the guarantee that His intercession is 
real, and comprehensive of all their needs. 

Notes.-A priest is one who offers a sacrifice as the Jewish 
priests did. No Christian minister is ever a priest in this sense. 
The word hiereus means a sacrificing priest and is never in the 
Bible applied to a Christian minister as such. In the Church of 
England Prayer Book the word "Priest" is nothing but a contrac­
tion of "Presbyter" or "Elder", and is not intended to convey the 
idea that a Christian minister as such has a sacrificial office. 

An intercessor is one who pleads for another on the ground 
of mercy.-

As Christ was Priest in Himself, so are Christians in union 
with Him though in a different way. 1 Peter 2: 5 and Revelations
5: 10. The Christian's sacrifice is found in Romans 12: 1. 

HEBREWS 5 :7. "Who in the days o_f his flesh, when he 
had ofj'ered up. prayers cind suppliccitions with strong crying and 
tears unto him thcit was able to save him. from death, anrl was 
heard in that he feared." 

In this chapter,· verses 2 and 4 give two essential conditions 
t<, be fulfilled for the office of High Priest. These two conditions 
nre applied to Christ in verses 5 and 6 and verses 7 and 8. 
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Verses 7 and 8 correspond to the general thought of verses 
·1 and 2 so far as it is applicable to "Him who knew no sin."

The writer also shows how much there was in the call to the 
priesthood repugnant to flesh and blood; how it was through 
painful obedience, not by an arrogant ambition He became priest. 

The main statement is, He learned obedience and became 
perfect as Saviour. 

"Christ in the days of His flesh"-compare Chapter 2 :14. 
This was the period when He was like His brethren in capacity 
for temptation and suffering. 

The offering of Jesus was such as became His innocent suf­
fering. Some think that as every ordinary high priest prepared 
himself for offering for the people, so Christ was prepared for 
the strictly priestly work by the feeling of His own weakness. 

The prayers and supplications.of Jesus Christ were offered 
"with strong crying and tears." This expresses more forcibly the 
intensity of the prayers and so the keenness of the suffering. 
One scholar says "There are three kinds of prayers, each loftier 
than · the preceding: prayer, crying, tears. Prayer is silent, cry­
ing with a loud voice, and tears overcome all things." 

Some say the scene depicted is the Garden of Gethsemane, 
others say it is the scene on Calvary: Might it not be meant to 
include both, as there is no mention of tears in Gethsemane. 

The prayers were directed "to Him that was able to save 
Him from death." "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me." "Father, save me from this hour." One scholar believes 
that Christ is praying not that death may be averted, but that 
He may be saved "out of it" when it comes. 

When I read that Christ prayed "to Him that was able to 
save Him from death," it suggests to me that His prayer was 
not formally answered. God had power to answer it, and did; but 
not in the form it was given. Another scholar believes that both 
ideas are covered. That Christ prayed for deliverance from death, 
but was only answered or His prayer granted when He was 
.saved "out of death." 

The passion of Christ's prayer to escape death was intensi­
fied by the fact that He knew God could deliver Him by more 
than legions of angels or otherwise. His absolute faith in His 
Father's almighty power and infinite resource was the very soul 
of His trial. 

Christ was heard and His prayer was received on account 
of His godly reverence. It was reverent submission to God's will 
which caution or prudence dictated. His reverence was opposed 
to rashness and cowardice alike. 
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