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PUT CHRIST BACK INTO ADVENT
P ressure  upon  the  C hurch  towards conform ity 

with the  world is now here m ore  clearly seen than in 
the  growth of a “ Secular K alendar”  as contrasted 
with the C hristian K alendar. T here  was a tim e when 
Ascension and W hitsun, E piphany  and  Rogationtide 
and All Hallows m eant som ething to ou r people. They 
have been replaced in  m odern esteem  by Anzac Day 
and  M other’s Day, R em em brance Sunday, Aboriginal 
Sunday, Red Cross Sunday, A pprenticeship Week and 
Education Week.

O ne of the worst fea tures of this situation is 
tha t church people a re  only a little way behind the 
world in  the ir  forgetfulness o f th e  Christian K alendar. 
I t is not th a t Christian people  should be scornful or 
neglectful o f the  social interests signalised by the  
“ Secular K alendar” ; qu ite  the  reverse. The pressures 
o f  conform ism , however, should make us all the  
m ore  conscious o f the  need to em phasise those 
seasonal observances of the  Faith  which a re  now 
largely unheeded by the  average churchm an.

T he  connection between neglect of the  K alendar 
and lay ignorance of the  Faith  m ust be a close one. 
T he teaching value of the K alendar is so grea t that 
it m ight be called “ the  o rd inary  m an’s theology” . 
W hen the Church neglects the  K alendar it is d is­
card ing  one of the  chief elem ents in  its educational 
equipm ent. M oreover the Christian K alendar is a 
vital p a rt of Christian Liturgy as a  whole. To deal 
lightly with the  K alendar o r  any p a rt of it, o r to 
slacken the emphasis on any p a rt of the  doctrine it 
represen ts, is to deal a  blow a t Liturgy. T here  is no 
field o f Christian en terp rise  w here the energies of 
the  L iturgical Movement could be be tter  engaged 
than  in  the  revival of popu la r knowledge and observ­
ance of the  Christian K alendar.

I t is the  approach  of Christmas which suggests 
these observations. Soon, no  doubt, we shall be urged 
to  “ shop early”  and to  “ post early” , and rem inded 
incessantly tha t it is so m any o r  so many days till 
Christmas. As a counter-point to  this fran tic  them e 
we shall also soon be hearing  the  fam iliar line “ P u t 
Christ into Christm as”  (a s  if  Christ were some 
sp iritua l additive guaran teed  to tu rn  a pagan festival 
in to  a Christian observance). Christ cannot be pu t 
in to  Christmas. I f  He is no t th e re  already it simply 
is not Christm as, and no  gim m icks such as we a re  
becom ing depressingly used to will ever m ake it so.

T he world, of course, pays no a ttention to the 
religious significance o f  Christm as. W hat should cause 
us m ore concern, however, is th e  fact tha t social and  
economic pressures a re  paganising Christmas fo r 
m any Christians as well. “ G etting ready fo r Christ­
m as” m eans, inevitably^ getting ready Christmas 
cards, and Christmas presen ts, and Christm as parties. 
Is i t  any w onder that a fte r  the  fran tic  few weeks of 
Decem ber m ost people have to snatch at the ir  Christ­
m as C om m union, as if  by a n  after-thought tha t comes 
to  them  in  the  by-going? W hat possible sp iritua l sig­
nificance and  force can C hristm as have fo r profess­
ing Christians against the background  of late Decem­
b er as most professing C hristians spend it?

In  fact, what we need  is Advent. T here  is only 
one way to pu t Christ back in to  Christm as, and  tha t 
is to pu t Christ back in to  A dvent .T hat’s what Advent 
is m ade for. Unless Christ is in  Advent, fo r  us, He 
won’t be  in  Christm as. I t’s as sim ple as that. T his is 
w here ou r neglect o f the  Christian K alendar comes 
in. Advent, like every o the r p a rt of the K alendar, 
is designed to  m ean som ething vital to  Christian 
people. Neglect by th e  C hurch  to em phasise the 
soberly penitential and  prepa ra to ry  duty of Advent 
is, m ore than  anything else, responsible fo r the  pagan­
ising of Christm as am ongst ou r own people.

I t is un fo rtunate ly  the  case tha t the  rou tine  of 
Decem ber’s w ork in m ost parishes is dictated by the 
pressures o f the  w orld, and  tha t the  sp iritua l tone 
of ou r Church in  m any places is being infected by 
the  slackness and  self-indulgence o f the  society in  
which we live. O n th e  one hand  the  K alendar bids 
us th ink  du ring  Advent o f Judgem ent and the  world 
to  com e; to  reflect on  the  grea t issues of life and 
death ; warns us against “ rio ting  and  drunkenness”  
and  bids us “ let o u r  m odera tion  be  know n unto  all 
m en” . But on the o th e r hand  the re  is hard ly  one 
single aspect of ou r C hurch  life, ap art from  the 
liturgical p rayers and  sc rip tu res, w hich gives the 
slightest clue tha t we belong to  a Church which ex­
pects its people to  be  concerned with these things 
d u ring  Advent.

How can we expect ou r people to  resist the  
paganising of Christm as when the  Church is, almost 
universally, neglecting the only th ing  which can pos­
sibly counteract th is ba lefu l influence?

Let’s get back to  the  K alendar and m ake it mean 
som ething. Let’s try  to  p u t Christ back in to  Advent. 
T hen , when C hristm as comes, He’ll be in  it!
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THE PRICE OF FORGIVENESS
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ANGLICAN DOGMA
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