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Eaving been asked specifically te prepare this report under
the four headings of Activities, Plansg, Problems and Issues, we ask
indulgence that we have only ereated two of the headings sought but
feel these are really inclusive of the others.

1. ACTIVITIE S

REPORT TO NATIONAL COVMITTHY MuLTIWNG 1970

It 1s a8 fine thing once a year that we are asked to sit
quietly to recall and svaluate its activitles, That they have been
sctivities 1is certain, that they were schieverents under God's use
of us is our prayer as we glance backward,

We would have wighed the ysar to have been spent in the
sxciting Involvewent in the ecumenloal togethernegs with which it
began, but the last few months culmineted =mome four years of
heart-searching and sheer hard work as we dstermined the use of the
monies held in trust following the sale of the “Wybalena' Hostel., ~

We would sound a note of warning herse to any States who may
feel bricks and mortar a necessary badge of practical scumenism, When
the need has passed or the cost of meintaining a project becomes too
great, then you are left, as an ecumsnical group, with the
disposition of money., Money is not the root of all evil but, had the
Spirit of Christ not bound us together in love, enthusiasms,
temperaments and just plain persmal preferences could have blinded
any of usg to the need to fulfil the trust we held on behalf of the
women of our “tate., We can only say - even with the probability of
litigation through the Equlty Court still %o come - God can and does
guide us if we allow Him,

BRANCHES DAY In New South Wales has now become traditionally
the firet meoting of the ysar and is a sousce of Inspiratlon as member:
of the suburban branchesg and repressntatives of country branches come
together in discussion and fellowshilp - with the informality of e
basket Iunch breaking down nmany barriers, This day 1s a vital
sharing experisnce, where many local problems cen at lsast be nicsd
if not solved, (To quote from our Yarch Newsletter 'If only we could
capture the spirit of unity of that meeting, send samples far and
wide and store some feor use when we feel that we are not being as
effective as we shouldl'

CITY MOOTINGS. It has been particularly hard to encourags
the members of clty churches to comes together, let slone plan meetings
for the Special Days, However, during the term of her husband's
ministry as guest preacher at Pitt Street Congregationsl Church, eur
beleved American friend, Myrna Busclmeyer, convened ths original
meeting of city church representatives and we are thrilled indeed that



2.

gince World Community Day 1968, a small committee has come together to
plan Special Day Services, It is not our p8licy to encourage women
from the suburban areas te attend these services but to regard the
clty as a group of women of verying denominations who need to know

and understand each other,

ROMAN CATHOLIC and LUTHERAN participation this year has
glven us a fesling of joyous completsness, For many years we have
had represenbtatives of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, and indesd
Mrs. C.W. Stolz, now & Life Member, has held many offices over the
years, This year, however, the newly united Luthergn Women of
Australia have sent aleng two young and enthusiastic Observers, with
a view te full representation.

The value of Spscial Day Services cannot be underestimated,
for it was at 2 Fellowship Day Service at Lane Cove-Longueville last
July that one of our well-known A.B.C. T.V. and Radio personalities,
Mary Rossi, went along wlth a Roman Catholic friend - became
tremendously moved by the whole service and discussion; becams
enthusiastic at its outreach; became excited at the thought of full
Roman Catholic participation through their women., Being Mary Rossi
and a member of the Archdiocesan Commigssion for Ecumenism of the
Romsn Catholic Church, her intserest became actlion; the Bishop
approved; the Commisslon wrote seeking permission to send Observers
to W.I.C.C. We now have Sister Helen Herlihy of the Convent of the
Sacred Heart, Rose Bay, and Mrs. Joan Curtin (the friend who
introduced Mary Rossi to Fellowship Day) as Observers, with a view
to thelir becoming full representatives this year.

Rev, M.A. Thomas from Bangalore, India, that noted Prisst of
the Matoma Syrian Church, talked wlth us over coffee one morning on
TEE ROLE OF WOMEN IN INDIA TODAY, with particular emphasis on the
involvement - and lack of involvement — of Christian women. A
suggestion came from this meeting that perhaps regular communication
between our Council and soms similar body in India would prove very
enriching and give us greater understanding of worla problems from a
woman's viewpoinb,
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Plans? Vell, whct does God want of us as 8 Council? We live
in a wonderiul time and fecl a sense of deep gratitude to Hirm as we
experience to some degres at least, the fulfilment of our first-stated
aim ",, fellowship and co-operation between women of all Branches of
the Christian Church.” We have travellsd far this yeer to country
cities, towns, local suburban areas, Sydney city itself, and the
Interesting thing we are realising is that, after 38 years of trying
to look down from the Council to the pew, eur psw members are shouting
to us loudly 'Come, joln usz out here where we are united.,' In srea
after asrea the pew members themselves, feeling the urgent nsed for
greater fellowship and communion, have come together as inter-church
groups and only then have they felt the necessity to link

Se

themselves with other similar groups througheut the State by
membership of this Counecil,

~AND 50, at the end of 1969, we pause te give praise and
glory to God that church women sre finding within themselves a very
definite need one for the other, ne matter what their denemination,
as they seek for greater understanding and avenues of service,
Our plans are to be used as and when He needs us, '

W.D. DOUGHERTY

Secretary.



