
  

ties of using one’s “position” 
“promote fulminations” agaï 
the Vietnam war, I suppose 
could just: as reasonably a 
why, in light of what seem 
be his strong opinions on t 
matter, he allows Cardir 
Gilroy to appear to represe 
the attitude of the Catho 
Church. ? 

Finally, because it bears 
the problem of war and peai 
may I comment on a poi 
made in a letter from Mr C. 
C. Olive (September 12)? 

Referring — to the ni 
invasion of Europe, Mr Oli 
writes: “I do not km 

whether Mr Ashbolt cons 
ered it a waste of effort 
have destroyed this e 
monstrosity. 

“I do know he would 
lucky indeed to enjoy | 

present. position of fortune h 
no one made the effort.” 

It is true that I am fortun: 
compared with fellow € 

servicemen who were killed 
permanently maimed. 

But Mr Olive is leani 
towards a rather simplis 

interpretation of how this w 
came about. 

If he thinks that . M 

something for which only 
few aggressive gangsters we 
responsible, and that the עו‎ 

of us only resorted to force 

order to defend  ourseli 
against the ambitions of the 

power-hungry maniacs, I mi 
disagree with him. 

We, too, helped to give bi 

to the “evil monstrosity.” 

Apart from the political a 

strategic manoeuvrings duri 
the 1920s and 1930s, nazi 

was an expression, perhaps 1 

most frightful and extreme, 

the connection in Weste 

history between ideology a 

violence. 

In nazism, the violence | 

the drive to power) virtua 
became the ideology. 

-The two things we 

probably for the first tir 
quite obviously merged in 

single dynamic. _ 
In my view, nazism made 

absurdity out of West« 
civilisation’s long  attem 

(often with the assistance 
the churches) to. find a “v 
morality”—that is, an ethi 
justification for mass violenct 
“After the eruption. 

nazism, it was no lon; 

possible for sane men 

   

nrה . ‏ 

WHAT IS Christiani 
Neither Mr Allan Ashbolt 1 
the Reverend Father De 
Kenny, in my opinion, satisf 
torily answer this question. 

If Christianity is anything. 
surely has something, to 
with the Sermon on the Mou 
for it is here, and here alo: 
‚that we can find all the ethi 
teachings of Jesus. 

Yet. Christians of all t 
major denominations virtua 
ignore this part, concentrati 
instead on the miracles, t 
obscurities and let's 
frank — the contradictions 
the rest of the gospels. 

However, if we look to so! 
of the minority -Christi 
movements (the Quake 
Molokans, Dukhobors, Ahmi 
Shakers, etc), we discov 
something very interestiz 
nearly all the members 
these small organisations pri 
tise non-violence, passi 
resistance and pacifism. 

It seems obvious to me, 
agnostic, and to many oth 
people who are Humanis 
atheists, Quakers and Unit: 
ians, that Jesus did not spe: 
merely as an exercise 
breath control. / 

Jesus was the world’s mc 

‘rationalise violence; yet tod 

  

SIR — Father Kenny’s 

able and sensitive reply 

(September 10) to my 

article, “What’s wrong with 

Christianity?” reveals him 

as one of the new breed of 

Christians trying to 
revivify the Church by 
putting Christianity into 
practice. 

His letter is all the more 

valuable, I think, because it 

crystallises the current conflict 
between the up-to-date think- 
ers in the Roman Catholic 

Church and those clergy whom 

he implicitly condemns as 
“official spokesmen” and 

. “ecclesiastic conservatives.” 

But I should explain that my 
article was not, at least in one 
important sense, mine. 

It was, as you correctly 
stated when introducing it, 

extracted by you (very 
skilfully) from a much longer 

address made to a consultation 

of Christian cleries and 
educators. 

The theme of the consulta- 
tion was “The role of the 
‘clergy in a modern humanistic 
world” and I was speaking on 
“The mnéeds ‘of people ina 

secular situation.” 

So that when Father Kenny 
accuses me of asking the 
wrong q ue stion—“What’s 
wrong with Christianity?”—I 
must point out that this was 
not my question at all. 

I neither proposed it nor 
examined it. 

I was rather. trying to 
suggest, as I put it in the final 
words of the address, “ways in 
which a more fruitful relation- 
ship might be set up between 
secular society and the 
Christian Church.” 

If Father Kenny (or anybody 
else) would like a full text of. 
the speech, I am sure that the - 
Australian Council of Churches 
in Sydney would be happy to 
send one. 

It might indicate that he and 
I are not too far apart in our 
ideas of how Christians should 
be acting today. i 

There is, however, one 
argument in Father Kenny’s 
letter which, to my mind, 
spoils its general tone of 
compassion and concern. 
. He claims that “secularists 
uke myself יד 

  
etire; 10. the 

    

     

Ashbolt must surely appreciate 
that he has abandoned the one 
community that is dedicated: 
constitutionally to the redemp- 
tion and salvation of the 
human person.” ; 

But isn’t this sort of spiritual 
arrogance, this complete belief 
that the Christian Church is 
“the one community” which 
can lead us all to salvation, this 
utter conviction that non- 
Christians are ipso facto 
reduced to. “cynicism” and 
“impotence,” precisely the 
problem that Christianity faces 
in helping to heal the divisions 
between men? 

If anything is wrong with 
Christianity, isn’t this rigorous 
religious dogmatism often at 
the basis of it? 

Moreover, when I chose, in 
Father Kenny’s phrase, to 
“contract out” of Christianity it 
was less because “the churches 
failed to measure up” to any 
criteria that I had devised than 
because I could not, after 
careful’ examination, accept a 
fundamental value in the 
Church the so-called 
divinity of Christ. 

As for what I have done or 
not done in the ABC (or even 
outside the ABC, in my recent 
book and other publie actions), 
this is a subject on which I 

  —_ 

“STUDY IN LIGHT AND SHADE 

    
Is Lombok an omen of 
a catastrophic future: 

LETTERS TO 

THE EDITOR 

for your sad leader writer. 
: “The decline of British 
power has been one of the 
most spectacular events of this 
century” he wrote (The 
Australian, September 3). 

British leaders have been 
saying that sort of thing for 
hundreds and hundreds of 
years — but somehow British 
guts and nouse have ae 
won through. 

By British, I mean all in the 
UK. — English, Scots, Welsh, 
Irish — despite their differ- 
ences from time to time. 

Think of what William Pitt, 
Earl of Chatham, faced when 
people moaned: “We are no 
longer a nation!” : 

Think of what faced England 
in the way io wen reverses 

    

Thats way back. 
As well as a history book for 

your leader writer, I suggest a 
gramophone record to cheer 
him up. / 

Some of our African friends 
(and enemies), if they have 
any sense of numor, humanity 
and fair play, FE care to 
listen in. 

Don’t be re Im not 
suggesting tunes by the pipes 
and drums of the British 
Grenadiers. 

I suggest Britannia Rag, by 
Winifred Atwell — MARIE 
MARSHALL, West Crescent 
Street, McMahons Point, NSW. 

‘Hale School 
was first’ 

I SHOULD LIKE to bring to 
your attention an error in a 
report published in The 
Australian (September 10). 

The report stated that a new 
rowing pool at Carey Baptist 
School was the only one of its 
kind in Australia, indeed in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 
However, Hale School has 

had a similar pool in its 
grounds for almost a year and 
the pool was extensively used 
in the training of prospective 

nn great again. 

erer from an extreme form 

attention to what could be a 
major threat to the clean blood 
of our nation. 

Current information from 
other countries is kindly being 
supplied by WHO, but here in 
Australia there is almost no 
link-up between medicine and 
sociology, so information is 
scant. os 

                                                

1 through your 
edi al ee 

5 THE WIFE of “other 

the fungus-type disease 
referred to by Julie Rigg (I 
“married a human fungus, The 
Australian, September 8), I 

Having spent most. of my 
life in a State where it is 
unusual to find a newspaper 

worth keeping for 

myself constantly tempted to 
- save The Australian, even to 
the extent of having to buy an 
extra copy to send to friends 
_ overseas. 

The most recent example 
was provided by Alan 
45200105 stimulating feature 
(August 27) and some of the 
ensuing correspondence. 

Now, with a strong suspicion 
that the disease is spreading to 
me, I must keep Julie Rigg’s 
article, too. 

Thank you for your fine 
paper, even if it means adding 
to our cupboards! — J. 
BUNNEY, Caloroga Street, 
Wattle Park, SA. 

Present f or 
leader writér 

‘feel I must register a protest. 

article 
‚future reference, I now find 

or subsequently died from any 
cause whatsoever. 

Legacy has been dome this 
for 43 years and each year is 
caring for and helping an ever- 
increasing number of widows 
of ex-servicemen and their 
children.” 

This year as many as s 90,000 
will be helped nn 
Australia, a far cry fro 

may “count upon 
operation and support of 

a
e
 

  

We must have such suppor 
if we are to be successful à 
raising this amount of mone: 
for, as a volunteer organisatit 
Legacy is not ee by the 
Government. 

I trust that the few 7: 
have outlined may contribute 
to a clearer understanding of 
Legacy’s work.—R. C. ALLI- 
SON, Legatee, chairman, 
Legacy Co-Ordinating Council, 
0/- Legacy. House, Melbourne. 

An increase in 
venereal disease 

IN THE PAST 10 years the 
incidence of venereal diseases 
in Australia has doubled; and - 
promiscuous use of the” pill 
now seems to be greatly 
increasing the danger of 
contagion. j ‘ 

The AMA is making a 
survey, but this will take time; 
and meanwhile public ignor-. 
ance is greater now than in the 
worst days of 19th-century 
prudery. . 

Probably some 40,000 per- 
sons are infected in New South 
Wales alone, a third of them 
being teenagers. The genetic 
Ten en A EEE 

ς serious 
famines in some of the world’s 
most heavily populated areas | 

generous public. 

entering a 

SIR—Your useful editor- 

ial (September 8) on the 
Lombok Island food crisis 

stresses an Australian res- 

ponsibility that will not end 
with saving the 80,000 
islanders now at starvation 

point. 

Fortunately, the Lombok 
situation is of manageable size. 

But what needs to be 
realised is that Lombok is only 
a foretaste of much worse 
hunger catastrophes that are 
impending. 

Last November, Dr BR 
Sen, head of the UN Food and 
Agriculture Sn atic ד‎ told 

  
And he added that there are 

“prospecis of 

in five to ten years.” 
In fact, large areas of the 

world could be afflicted by 
— for 

example, by 
prolonged cycle of dry weather 
like the two-year drought in 
New South Wales. 

The effects on, say, Africa 
and Asia, will be appalling 
because hundreds of millions of 
people in these continents are 
living just above the starvation 
line’ at present when conditions 
are good. 

In Australia there is some 
consciousness of the hunger 
problem, but it does not get 
beyond a casual donation to a 
Freedom from Hunger collec- 
tion or the comment that the 
Federal Government should be 
doing more. 

Facing a predictably catas- 
trophic future, one wonders 
how many Lambok tragedies 
will be needed before Austra- 
lian. awareness is aroused, in- 
dividually and nationally, to 
the point where our well-fed 
country casts itself in the Good 
Samaritan role called for by 
the new Archbishop of Sydney. 

Or will our domestic 
problems of, affluence always 
Keep our attention diverted 
from starvation abroad, how- 
ever harrowing it may be?—R. 
n WATSH Caoantral Avranna 

now | 

. famine at any time 
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few aggressive gangsters were 

responsible, and that the ie 

of us only resorted to force in 

order to defend ourselves 
against the ambitions of these 

power-hungry maniacs, I must - 
disagree with him. 

We, too, helped to give birth 

to the “eyil monstrosity.” 

Apart from the political and 
strategie manoeuvrings during 
the 1920s and 1930s, nazism 

was an expression, perhaps the 

most frightful and extreme, of 

the connection in Western 
history between ideology and 

violence. 

In nazism, the violence (or. 

               
  

                

an ethical 

the drive to power) virtually 

became the ideology. 

. The two things were, 

probably for the first time, 
quite obviously merged in a 

single dynamic. _ 
In my view, nazism made an 

absurdity out of Western 

civilisations long attempts 
(often with the assistance of 
the churches) to find a “war 
morality’—that is, 

  

eruption 
πο, longer 

“After the | 
nazism, it was 

possible for 3 

rationalise violence; yet to 

   

  

WHAT. IS. ο 
Neither Mr Allan Ashbolt ni re. 
the Reverend Father De nis 
Kenny, in my opinion, satisf: 
torily answer this question. 

If Christianity is anything, it. 
something. to do > surely has 

with the Sermon on the Mount, 
for it is here, and here alone, 
that we can find all the ethical 

of all the 

the 
be 

teachings of Jesus. 
Yet. Christians 

major denominations virtually 
ignore this part, concentrating 

instead on the miracles, 
obscurities and let’s 
frank — the contradictions of 

Quakers, © 

the rest of the gospels. 
However, if we look to some 

of the minority ‚Christian 
movements (the 
Molokans, Dukhobors, Ahmish, 

we discover Shakers, etc), ) 
something very interesting: 
nearly all the members of 
these small organisations prac- _ 

passive | tise non-violence, 
resistance and pacifism. 

It seems obvious to me, an | 
agnostic, and to many other 
people who are Humanists, 
atheists, Quakers and Unitar- 
ians, that Jesus did not speak — 
merely as an exercise in 
breath control. 

Jesus was the world’s most | 
ideal pacifist, and He instruct- © 

   

  

advanced. : a 

ed His disciples to keep to His 
example of meekness, non: 
resistance and love.- : 

Almost every - 
thinker has recognised 
pacifism in Jesus’ teachings. 

  

Ernest Renan (in his Vie de 
“He 

(Jesus) predicts persecutions 
Jesus) put it this way: 

and all kinds of punishments to 
His disciples but never once 
does the thought of armed 

                                                                     

resistance appear.” | 
William Lloyd Garrison said 

this (Peace Declaration of 
Boston, 1838): “We would be 
filled with the spirit of Chri: 
Following the fundamental rul 
of not resisting evil by evil, we 
cannot engage in plots, riots, 
disturbances, or violence.” 

  

And a last quote . 
Tolstoy (letter to a 
commissioned officer, 1900 
approximately): “How e ve 
little education a man m: 
have, he cannot but know tha’ 
Christ did not sanction mu 
but taught kindness, meekn 
forgiveness of injuries, love © 
one’s enemies—and therefore 
he cannot help seeing that 
the basis of Christian teaching 
he cannot pledge himself , 
advance to kill all whom 
may be ordered to kill.” 

Real Christianity can ı 
found in the ethical tea 
and aspirations of Jesus. 

It can be summed up 
violence and non-resis 
poverty, sharing, and w 
toward the establishm 
the Kingdom of Go 
earth—“Thy Kingdom. com. 
earth as it is in heaven, 
“The Kingdom of God 
within you.’ 

  

  

or person 

And there’s em 
about that!—RAYMO 
GIBSON, Eaton Stree 
sr .אפוא‎ 

justification for mass violence. 
of 

  

_He claims that secularists 

‚Mr תק‎ ‘pacifism 

   

was Speaniig Ότιרשסענש ‏ התס 1 ‏ 

“The needs of people in a‏ 

secular situation.”‏ 

So that when Father Kenny 

‘accuses me of asking the 
wrong question—“What’s 

wrong with Christianity?”—I 

must point out that this was 

not my question at all. 

I neither proposed it nor 

examined it. 

I was rather. trying to 

suggest, as I put it in the final 
words of the address, “ways in 

which a more fruitful relation- 

ship might be set up between 

secular society and. the 
Christian Church.” 

If Father Kenny (or anybody 

else) would like a full text of. 

the speech, I am sure that the - 

Australian Council of Churches 
in Sydney would be happy to 

send one. 

It might indicate that he and 

I are not too far apart in our 
ideas of how Christians should 
be acting today. 

There is, . however, one 
argument in Father Kenny’s 
letter which, to my mind, 
spoils its general tone of 
compassion and concern. _ 

community that . 
constitutionally to the redemp- 
tion and salvation of the 
human person.” 

But isn’t this sort of spiritual 
arrogance, this complete belief 
that the Christian Church is 
“the one community” which 
can lead us all to salvation, this 
utter conviction that non- 
Christians are ipso facto 
reduced to. “cynicism” and 
“impotence,” precisely the 
problem that Christianity faces 
in helping to heal the divisions 
between men? 

If anything is wrong with 
Christianity, isn’t this rigorous 
religious dogmatism often at 
the basis of it? 

Moreover, when I chose, in 
Father Kenny’s phrase, to 
“contract out” of Christianity it 
was less because “the churches 
failed to measure up” to any 
criteria that I had devised than 
because I could not, after 
careful’ examination, accept a 
fundamental value in the 
Church the so-called 
divinity of Christ. 

As for what I have done or 
not done in the ABC (or even 
outside the ABC, in my recent 
book and other public actions), 
this is a subject on which I 
would. not, perhaps, be the 
most reliable witness. 

But if Father Kenny insists 
on talking about the possibili- 

  

ae Ashboit must su 
that he has abandoned the one 

is dedicated 

the British: 
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a catastrophic future. 
_ LETTERS TO 

THE EDITOR 

for your sad leader writer. 
“The decline of British 

power has been one of the 

most spectacular events of this 
century” he wrote (The 

Australian, September 3). 

British leaders have been 

saying that sort of thing for 

hundreds and hundreds of 

years — but somehow British 
guts and nouse have always 
won through. : 

By British, I mean all in the 

UK — English, Scots, Welsh, 
Irish — despite their differ- 

ences from time to time. 
Think of what William Pitt, 

Earl of Chatham, faced when 

people moaned: “We are no 

longer a nation!” ; 

Think of what faced England 
the way of terrible reverses 

Be as a history. ook on 
your leader writer, I suggest 8 

à ee record to cheer 
him up. 

Some of our African friends 
(and enemies), if they have 

any sense of humor, humanity 
and fair play, might care to 
listen in. 

Don’t be frightened: I’m not 
suggesting tunes by the pipes 
and drums of 
Grenadiers. 

I suggest Britannia Rag, by 
Winifred Atwell. — MARIE 
MARSHALL, West Crescent 
Street, McMahons Point, NSW. 

‘Hale School 
was first’ 

I SHOULD LIKE to bring to 
your attention an error in a 
report published in The 
Australian (September 10). 

The report stated that a new 
rowing pool at Carey Baptist 
School was the only one of its 
kind in Australia, indeed in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 
However, Hale School has 

had a similar pool in its 
grounds for almost a year and 
the pool was extensively used 
in the training of prospective 
oarsmen during our 1965-66 
season. —A. KEVIN R. PRICE, 
captain of rowing 1966, Hale 
School, Wembley Downs, WA. 

  

ed to by Julie Rigg (I 

attention to what could be a 
major threat to the clean blood 

of our nation. 

Current information from 

other countries is kindly being 

supplied by WHO, but here in 

Australia there is almost no 
link-up between medicine and 

iology, so information is 

               

the ον. i ל‎ 
ried a human fungus, The 

Australian, September 8), I 

_ Having spent most. of my 
life in a State where it is 

unusual to find a newspaper 
article worth keeping for 
future reference, I now find 
myself constantly tempted to 

even to 

The most recent example 
provided by Alan 

Ashbolt’s stimulating feature 

ensuing correspondence. 

Now, with a strong suspicion 
that the disease is spreading to 
‘me, I must keep Julie Rigg’s 
article, +00. 

Thank you for your fine 
paper, even if it means adding 
to our cupboards! — J. 
BUNNEY, Caloroga Street, 
Wattle Park, SA. 

Present for 
leader writer 

AS AN AUSTRALIAN who 
has read a little history, I wish 
to suggest a Christmas present 

  

                               

“feel I must register a protest. 

      

- save The Australian, 
the extent of having to buy an 

_ extra copy to send to friends 
_ overseas. 

was 

or ορια a died from any 

cause whatsoever. 
Legacy has been doing this 

‘for 43 years and each year is 

caring for and helping an ever- 

increasing number of widows 
of ex-servicemen =. : their 

children.” 

This year as many as s 90,000 
will be helped throughout 
Australia, a far ery from = 
handful helped in 192 

   

for as a ו‎ os 
Legacy is not subsidised by 
Government. 

I trust that the few poate eae 
have outlined may contribute 
to a clearer understanding of 
Legacy’s work—R. C. ALLI- 
SON, Legatee, chairman, 
Legacy Co-Ordinating Council 
C/- Legacy House, Melbourne 

An increase in 
venereal disease 

IN THE PAST 10 years the 
incidence of venereal diseases © 

_ (August 27) and some of the in Australia has doubled; and 
promiscuous use of the” pill 
now seems to be greatly 
increasing the danger of 
contagion. NE 

The AMA is making a 
survey, but this will take time; 
and meanwhile public ignor- 
ance is greater now than in the 
worst days of 19th-century 
prudery. . 

Probably some 40,000 per- 
sons are infected in New South 
Wales alone, a third of them 
being teenagers. The genetic 
implications are serious. 

I have tabled a motion for 
the Melbourne Anglican synod 
(October 10 to 13), calling 
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SIR—Your useful editor- 

ial (September 8) on the 

Lombok Island food crisis 

stresses an Australian res- 

ponsibility that will not end 
with saving the 80,000 
islanders now at starvation 

point. 

Fortunately, the Lombok 
situation is of manageable size. 

But what needs to be 

realised is that Lombok is only 
.a foretaste of much worse 

hunger catastrophes that are 

impending. 

Last November, Dr B. R. 

Sen, head of the UN Food and 

Agriculture Organisati 

In fact, large areas ο. the 
world could be afflicted by - 

. famine at any time for 
example, by entering 8 
prolonged cycle of dry weather 
like the two-year drought in 
New South Wales. 

The effects on, say, Area 
and Asia, will be appalling 
because hundreds of millions of 
people in these continents are 
living just above the starvation 
line’ at present when conditions 
are good. 

In Australia there is some 
consciousness of the hunger 
problem, but it does not get 
beyond a casual donation to a 
Freedom from Hunger collec- 
tion or the comment that the 
Federal Government should be 
doing more. 
Facing a predictably catas- 

trophic future, one ‘wonders 
how many Lambok tragedies 
will be needed before Austra- 
lian. awareness is aroused, in- 
dividually and nationally, to 
the point where our well-fed 
country casts itself in the Good 
Samaritan role called for by 
the new Archbishop of Sydney. 

Or will our domestic 
problems of, affluence always 
Keep our attention diverted 
from starvation abroad, how- 
ever harrowing it may be?—R. 
D. WALSH, Central Avenue, 
Como West, NSW. 

Report on 
air show 
THE APPRECIATION of the 

Farnborough Air Show (The 
Australian, September 9) by 
Stanley Brogden, entitled “‘Bri- 
tain in the air,” was excellent. 

I have worked at many of 
these shows in the past and the 
report vividly recaptured the 
occasion for me. 

One section, however, gave 
me misgivings. 

The part referred to read 
“Gone are the happy-looking 
designers and the men of 
genius who crowded Farn- 
borough on opening day of 
previous shows. Many have 
packed their bags for the U.S.” 

It left me asking myself: did 
I, after all, come to the right 
country? — R. J. GLOVER, 
Clanalpine Street, Mosman, 
NSW. 

The work done 
by Legacy 
HAVING READ the letter 

over the signature of Mrs 
Brenda Arkista, which appear- 
ed in the columns of The 
Australian of September 7, I 

_ a 109-nation confere 

_ write on behalf of all members 
of Legacy to offer a brief 
explanation of the work of 
Legacy in Australia. 

Legacy is a unique organisa- 
tion and a practical expression 
of the comradeship of war. 

The members of Legacy, all 
returned ex-servicemen, work 
in a voluntary capacity, 
pledging themselves to serve 
the families of their comrades 
of the two world wars and 
those of. Korea, Malaya and 
Vietnam, who were killed 
while overseas on war service, 
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1105 of using one’s “position” to 
“promote fulminations” against 
the Vietnam war, I suppose I 
could just: as reasonably ask 
why, in light of what seem to 
be his strong opinions on the _ 
matter, he allows Cardinal ₪ 
Gilroy to appear to represent : 
the attitude of the Catholic : 
Church. Se 

inally, because it bears on 
the problem of war and peace, : 
may I comment on a point ~ 
made in a letter from MrC.G. 
C. Olive (September 12)? ; 

Referring to the nazi 
invasion of Europe, Mr Olive 
writes: I. do“. not. know. + 
whether Mr Ashbolt consid. © 
ered it a waste of effort to 
have. destroyed this evil |, 

monstrosity. À 
“I do know he would be 

lucky indeed to enjoy his 
present position of fortune had 
no one made ρα effort.” 

is true that I am for ne = 
compared with fellow ex- το 
servicemen who were killed or — 
permanently maimed. Sr 

But Mr Olive 
towards rather 
interpretation of how this 
came about. , aes 

If he thinks that nazism was | 
something for which only a δν 
few aggressive gangsters were 
responsible, and that the rest 
of us only resorted to force in 
order to defend ourselves 
against the ambitions of these. 
power-hungry mani miacs, I must 
disagree with him 

We, too, to give birth 
to spe “evil monstrosity.” S 

part from the poli itical and | 
aon = se durin, ng 
the 1920s and 1930s, nazism 
was an expression, perhaps the 
most frightful and extreme, of 
the connection in Wester rn. 
history between ideology and 
violence. a 

In nazism, the violence (or 
the drive to power) virtually’ 0 
became the ideology. RN 
$The | 107 מק‎ a: were, 

probably for the first time, 
quite obviously merged in a ~ 
single dynamic. Br 

In my view, na 
absurdity out 
civilisations long attempts 
(often with the assistance of 
the churches) to find a “war — 
morality”—that is, an 
justification for mass v jolenc 

After the : 
nazism, 

  

is leaning 
simplistic | 

war a 

    

zism made an 
of Western 
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WHAT IS Chri nit, 
Neither Mr Allan Ashbolt n 
the - Reverend Father | 
Kenny, in my opinion, satisfac 
torily answer this question. _ 

If Christianity is anything, it 
surely has something to di 
with the n the Moun 

all the ethical 

   

                                             

‚that we can ind 
teachings of Jesus. 

Yet. Christi nn 
major denomin : 
ignore this pa att, one ntrating 
instead on the miracles, the — 
obscurities and let's be 

 ‎ — the contradictions ofשל
rest of the gospels. 

Ho Owever, we ook to so: some 
of the nority Christian 
a 6% its Quakers, — 
Molokans, Dukhobors, Ahmish, 
Shakers, etc), we discover 
something very intere sting: 
nearly all the members of 
these small organisations prac- 
tise non-violence, passive 
resistance and pacifism. 

It seems ro to me, an 
agnostic, and to many other 
people "who are Humanists, 
atheists, Quakers and Unitar- 
ians, that Jesus 
merely as an 

did not. oo 
exerci, 

like a full text of. 
I am sure that the - 

claims that secularists PO 
ae to 

nity that is dedicated: 
ly to the redemp- 

    

  

SIR 
able sensitive reply 
(September 10) to my 
article, “What’s wrong with 
Christianity?” reveals him 
as one of the new breed of 
Christians trying to 
revivify the Church by 
putting Christianity into 
practice. . / 

His letter 

— Father Kenny’s 

is all the more 
valuable, think, because it 
crystallises the current conflict 
between the up-to-date think- 
ers i the Roman Catholic 
Church and those clergy whom 
he implicitly condemns as 
“official spokesmen” and 

c conservatives.” 

hould explain that my 
as not, at least in one 

 .‎ sense, mineל

It was, as you. correctly 
stated hen introdueing it, 
extracted by you (very 
skilfully) from a much longer 
address made to a consultation 
of hristian clerics and 
educators 

The theme of the consulta- 
tion was “The role of the 

a modern humanistic 
nd I was speaking on 

ees of people in a 
tuation.” 

when Father Kenny 
of asking the 

"que stion—“What’s 
with Christianity?”—I 

must point out that this was 
not my question at all. 

I neither proposed it 
examined it. 

I was rather. trying to 
suggest, as I put it in the final 
words of 5 e address, “ways in 
which a more fruitful relation- 
ship Seht be set up between 
secular society and the 
Christian Church.” 

If Fa m r Kenny (or anybody 
else) w 
the spe = 
Australian 
in Sydney 
send one. 

It might indicate that he and 
I are not too far apart in our 
ideas of how Christians should 
be acting today. 

There is, however, one 
argument in Father Kenny’s 
letter which, to my mind, 
spoils its general tone of 
a. and concern. 

e 

But I sh 
article w 

world” a 
“The 
secular 

So = 
‘accuse 

 ‎ב

nor 

Council of Churches 
would be happy to 

Ash] ust surely Ses 
that he has abandoned the one 
‘commu: 
constitutional 
tion 
human person.” 

But isn’t this sort of spiritual 
arrogance, this complete belief 
that Christian Church is 
“the community” which 
can lead us all to salvation, this 
utter. nviction that non- 
Christians are ipso facto 
reduced to “cynicism” and 
“impotence,” precisely the 
problem tha t Christianity faces 
in helping to heal the divisions 
between men? 

If anything is wrong with 
Christia nity, isn’t this rigorous 
religious dogmatism often at 
the basis of it? 
Moreover, ‘when I chose, in 

Father Renny phrase, ” to 
“contract out” of Christianity it 
was less pe” ‘the churches 
failed to measure up” to any 
criteria that I had devised than 
because could not, after 
careful examination, accept a 
fundamental value in the 
Church the so-called 
divinity of Christ. 

As for what I have done or 
not done in the ABC (or even 

ABC, in my recent 

salvation of the 

. “ecclesiastic 

‘clergy in 

wrong 

    

‚outside the 

  
STUDY IN LIGHT AND SHADE 
      
Is Lombok an omen of 
a catastrophic future? 

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

for your sad leader writer. 
: “The decline of British 

power has been one of the 
most spectacular events of this 
century” he wrote (The 
Australian, September 3). 

British leaders have been 
saying that sort of thing for 
hundreds and hundreds _ of 
years — but somehow British 
guts and nouse have An 
won through. 

By British, I mean all in the 
UK — English, Scots, Welsh, 
Irish — despite their differ- 
ences from time to time. 
Think of what William Pitt, 

Earl of Chatham, faced when 
people moaned: “We are no 
longer a nation!” ; : 

Think of what faced England 
an the. way of terrible reverses 

  

   

‘eat again. That's way back. 
As well as a history book for 

your leader writer, I suggest a 
. gramophone record to cheer 
him up. 

Some of our African friends 
(and enemies), if they have 
any sense of humor, humanity 
and fair play, might care to 
listen in. 0 

Don’t be frightened: Tm not 
suggesting tunes by the pipes 
and drums of the British 
Grenadiers. : 

I suggest Britannia Rag, by 
Winifred Atwell. — MARIE 
MARSHALL, West Crescent 
Street, McMahons Point, NSW. 

‘Hale School 
was first’ 

I SHOULD LIKE to bring to 
your attention an error in a 
report published in The 
Australian (September 10). 

The report stated that a new 
rowing pool at Carey Baptist 
School was the only one of its 
kind in Australia, indeed in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 
However, Hale School has 

had a similar pool in its 
grounds for almost a year and 

gr 

  

AE an tien A 

attention to what could be a 
major threat to the clean blood 
of our nation. 

Current information from 
other countries is kindly being 
supplied by WHO, but here in 
Australia there is almost no 
link-up between medicine and 
a ‘so information is 
‘scant. , =    

torage 
"HE. WIFE of another 
from an extreme formו ‏ 

of the fungus-type disease‏ 
referred to by Julie Rigg (I 
married a human fungus, The 
Australian, September 8), I 

Having spent most. of my 
life in a State where it is 
unusual to find a newspaper 
article worth keeping for 
future reference, I now find 
myself constantly tempted to 
save The Australian, even to 
the extent of having to buy an 

“extra copy to send to friends 
_ overseas. 

The most recent example 
was provided by Alan 
Ashbolt’s stimulating feature 
(August 27) and some of the 
ensuing correspondence. 

Now, with a strong suspicion 
that the disease is spreading to 
me, I must keep Julie Rigg’s 
article, too. 

Thank you for your fine 
paper, even if it means adding 
to our cupboards! 1. 
BUNNEY, Caloroga Street, 
Wattle Park, SA. 

Present for. 

  

the ee 

‘feel I must register a protest. 

or subsequently died from any 
cause whatsoever. 

Legacy has been dome this 
for 43 years and each year is 
caring for and helping an ever- 
increasing number of widows 
of ex-servicemen and | their 
children.” 

This year as many as 90,000 
will be helped throughout 
sie a far cry from the 

j σας in 1923, 

  

     

/ cou pont 

 ‎ and support oב
generous public. | 

We must have such support 
if we are to be successful in 
raising this amount of money 
for, as a volunteer organisation, 
Legacy is not SDS ES by the 
Government. 

I trust that the few ταις. 7 
have outlined may contribute 
to a clearer understanding of 
Legacy’s work.—R. C. ALLI- 
SON, Legatee, chairman, 
Legacy Co-Ordinating Council, . 
C/- Legacy House, Melbourne, 

An increase in 
venereal diseäse 

IN THE PAST 10 years the 
incidence of venereal diseases 
in Australia has doubled; and . 
promiscuous use of the: pill 
now seems to be greatly 
increasing the danger of 
contagion. , 9 

The ΑΜΑ is making a 
survey, but this will take time; 
and meanwhile public ignor- 
ance is greater now than in the 
worst days of 19th-century 
prudery. . 

Probably some 40,000 per- 
sons are infected in New South 
ART el an Mc ma SR cg 

[R— Your useful editor- 
(September 8) on the 
ıbok Island food crisis 
sses an Australian res- 
sibility that will not end 
ı saving the 80,000 
aders now at starvation 
it. UNE 

rtunately, the Lombok 
‘tion is of manageable size. 
tt what needs to be 
sed is that Lombok is only 
oretaste of much worse 
fer catastrophes that are 
mding. 

st November, Dr B. R. 
head of the ‘UN mood and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

nes in some of the world’s 
heavily populated areas 

re to ten years.” 

fact, large areas of the 
1 could be afflicted by 
ne at any time for 
ıple, by entering a 
mged cycle of dry weather 
the two-year drought in 
South Wales. 
e effects on, say, ποσα 
Asia, will be appalling 

ise hundreds of millions of 
le in these continents are 
z just above the starvation 
at present when conditions 
‘ood. 
Australia there is some 

100826855 of the hunger 
em, but it does not get 
ıd a casual donation to a 
iom from Hunger collec- 
or the comment that the 
:al Government should be 
! more. 
ing a predictably catas- 
ic future, one wonders 
many Lambok tragedies 
be needed before Austra- 
awareness is aroused, in- 
ually and nationally, to 
Joint where our well-fed 
ry casts itself in the Good 
ritan role called for by 
ew Archbishop of Sydney. 

will our domestic 
ems of affluence always 

our attention diverted 
Cetartratinn ahvaaaA Than 



    

                                     

23 
secular situation. 

: : 
of us only resorted to force 

So that when es Kenny order to defend ve es 

ο ος of asking ve against the ambitions of these 
Done a ue st τι What ο maniacs, I must 

as . 9 | 

1 catastrophic future =". ο 
must eos out = was = en as Sve ar 

: AN . 9 : not my question at all. το he “evil ae onstros "לע‎ 

neither proposed it nor Apart from the political and 

ac = it. , . strategie ey during 

OW itor- = Rianne : for your sad leader writer. was rather. trying to the 1920s an nez ga 

0 | : “The decline of British suggest, as I put it in the final was an expression, perhaps 
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Island food crisis - À . most spectacular events of this which a more fruitful relation- the connection in We ar 
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aving the 80,000 er saying that sort of thing for If Father Kenny (or anybody the drive to power) virtually 

s now at starvation 
hundreds and hundreds of else) would like a full text of became the ideology. ea 
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À om O a , 0 n world” and I was speaking on Ὃ re San 
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0 may count upon : Co- : À ER gig 1 

t, large areas ‘of the operation 4 suppo bee ο... - hat he has a 01 en a 
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| == -- I oe : ΤΕΕ of another your leader writer, I suggest a - 0 τν Neither Mr Allan A 
at any time for We must hav ve LS : / constitutionally to the redemp 

: a: from an extreme form gramophone record to cheer ti. - the Reverend F 
_ by entering a if we are to e fungustype disease fi tion and salvation of the \ 

d cycle of dry weather raising this amount of money „.<ferred to by Julie Rigg (I ım UP. : a human person.” oo) Kenny, in my a > 

two-year drought in for, as a volunteer organisation, ied a human fungus, The Some of our African friends But isn’t this sort of spiritual torily answer this question. 

ith Wales. > 1/6880 is not subsidised by the _ aan “September 8) LE (and enemies), if they have arrogance, this complete belief If Christianity is ο | 

ffects on, say, Africa Government. el I must register 4 ל‎ * any sense of humor, humanity that the Christian Church is surely has so omething, t 

a, will be appalling I trust that the few we 2 . and fair play, might care {0 “the one community” which with the Sermon on the 

hundreds of millions of have outlined may contribute Having spent most. of my listen in. UE Oe can lead us all to salvation, this for it is here, and here = 

a these continents are to a clearer understanding "BE life in a State where it is Don’t be frightened: rm not utter conviction that non- .that we can find all the e 

st above the starvation Legacy’s work—R. C. ALLI unusual to find a newspaper suggesting tunes by the pipes Christians are ipso facto teachings of Jesus. 

resent when conditions SON, Le bate ee, chairman, article worth keeping for „nd drums of the British reduced to “cynicism” and Yet. Christians of al 

4 i Legacy Co-Ordinating Council, future reference, I now find Grenadiers. “impotence,” precisely the major denominations Ses 

istralia there is some C/- Legacy House, Melbourne. Myself Cee. tempted to I suggest Britannia Rag, by Problem that Christianity faces ignore this pa art, concentr. ae 

sness of the hunger 4 . oe save The Australian, even to wit 83 Atwell. — MARIE in helping to heal the divisions instead on the mir iracles, 

but it does not get Am incr ne in the extent of on to ee MARSHALL, West Crescent between men? obscurities and — lets E 

a casual donation to a 5 extra copy to send to friends ét MeMahons Point, NSW. 1 = is wrong with frank — the contradictions 0 

rom Hunger collec. venered l diseä Ise overseas. Christianity, isn’t this rigorous the rest of the gospels. a 

the comment that the The most recent example 6 Hale School religious ו‎ atism often at However, if we look to some, 

Government should be IN THE PAST 10 years the was provided by Alan =, the basis of it? of the 1 tia 

ore. incidence of eee eal diseases Ashbolt’s stimulating feature gs first Moreover, when I chose, in movements (the Quakers 

| 8 predictably catas- in Australia has doubled; and . (August 27) and some of the : Father Ken nny ’s phrase, to Molokans, Dukhobors, Ahmis! 

future, one wonders promiscuous הא‎ of the: pill ensuing correspondence. I SHOULD LIKE to bring to “contract out” of Christianity it Shakers, etc), we 

my Lambok tragedies now seems to be sea _ Now, with a strong suspicion your attention an error in a Was less because “the churches something Very nterestung 

needed before Austra- increasing the danger of that the disease is spreading to report publ ished in The failed to measure up” to any nearly all the member nn of 

areness is aroused, in- contagion. , . me, I must keep Julie Rigg’s ה‎ (September 10). criteria that I had devised than these small organisations 

ly and nationally, The AMA is making a article, too. The report stated that a new because I could not, after tise non-vio lene e, pa 5 

it where our well-fed survey, but this will take time; Thank you for your fine rowing pool at Carey Baptist careful examination; accept a resistance and pacifism. 

casts itself in the Good and meanwhile public ignor- paper, even if it means adding School was the only one of its fundamental value in the It seems obv. ou to me, a 

an role called for by ance is greater now than in the to our cupboards! — J. kind in Australia, indeed in the Church — the so-called agnostic, and to many rot 

Archbishop of Sydney. worst days of 19th-century BUNNEY, Caloroga Street, Southern Hemisphere. divinity of Christ. \ people who are Hum 1 

will our domestic prudery. Wattle Park, SA. . However, Hale School has As for what I have done or atheists, Quakers and 

s of, affluence always Pr סט‎ 8 40,000 per- . ; had a similar pool in its not done in the ABC (or even ians, that Jesus did not. speak 

ur attention diverted sons are infected in New South Present for grounds for almost a year and outside the ABC, in my recent merely as an exercise in 

arvation abroad, how- Wales ας. = third of them / 6 the pool was extensively used book and other public actions), breath control. a et 

‘rowing it may be?—R. being teenagers. THe genetic leader writer in the training of prospective this is a subject on which I Jesus was the world’s 

LSH, Central Avenue, implications are ‘serious. : : oarsmen during our 1965-66 would not, perhaps, be the ideal pacifist, and He in ה‎ 

Test, NSW. I have tabled a motion for AS AN AUSTRALIAN who season—A. KEVIN R. PRICE, most reliable witness. ed His disciple s to keep to 

: the Melbourne Anglican synod has read a little history, I wish captain of rowing 1966, Hale But if Father Kenny insists example of meekness, 

rt on (October 10 to 13), calling to suggest a Christmas present School, Wembley Downs, WA. on talking about the possibili- resistance and love.- | : 

: ; | 3 Almost every adv. van need 

how = et thinker has u 
pacifism in Jesus’ teachi 

APPRECIATION of the 
Ernest Renan (in hi 

ough Air Show (The Jesus) put it this mS a 

an, September 9) by 
(Jesus) predicts persecutio 

Brogden, entitled “Bri- - 
and all kinds of punishments 

was 
'e worked at many of does the tho ught of arme 

tows in the past and the 
e 

aes 
vividly recaptured 

William Lloyd Garrison 

: : 
this (Peace Declaration 

section, however, gave Boston, 1838): “We w 

givings. ; 
filled with the spirit © 

part referred to read 
Following the fundamental 

are the happy-looking of not resisting evil by evil, 

rs and the men of cannot engage in plots, riots, 

who crowded Farn- 
disturbances, or violence. 

ı on opening day of 
3 "And. a last 

s shows. Many have Tolstoy . (letter 

their bags for the U.S.” commissioned. 

t me asking myself: did 3 
all, come to the right 

little education a man 

? — R. J.. GLOVER. : 
have, he cannot but know 

ine Street, Mosman, Christ did not sanction murde 
but taught kindness, me 3 
forgiveness of injuries, 
one’s enemies—and t 
he cannot help seeing th 
the basis of Christian te 
he cannot pledge hi 
advance to kill all who: 
may be ordered to kill.” : 

Real Christi ianity can onl 
found in the ethical tea 
and aspir σος of Jesus. 

It can be ee u 
violence. and 
poverty, sharing, 
toward the establis hme: 
the oreo 
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