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On Thursday next the Second Vatican Council will assemble 
in St. Peter's Cathedral at Rome. This is an event of interest to all 
Christian people; for Christians are members one of another and should 
take a prayerful interest in each other's affairs 9 especially in their 
Christian affairs . So I appreciated receiving through the post 9 from 
one of my listeners 9 a pa..~phlet published by the Roman Catholic Church 
on the coming Vatican Council 9 and I read it with much interest. The 
writers who are the Roman Catholic bishops of N.S.W. ask the readers to 
exercise humble and fervent prayer to God for the Council 9 and I am 
sure all true Christians will respond. 

There have been many Christian Councils in the past as well 
as in the present time 9 though from the time that the Christian 
community has been divided up into different denominations 9 different 
sections do not alw2.ys recognise the Councils of others. The Greek 
Orthodox recognises the first seven general councils9 the Protestants 
for the most part recognise the first four 9 together with their own 
councils held in the time of the Reformation and right through to the 
present day; Roman Catholics recognize twenty general councils and the 
coming council will be their t wenty-first. It vvill be composed of the 
Roman Catholic bishops of the world. In this connection it is worth 
recalling that bishops as we now know them are a development since New 
Testament times. In the New Testament the word 'bishop' was another 
nP~e for priest or presbyter , that is to say 9 for the local ministers; 
a reference to Acts 20 or Titus 1:5 9 7 makes this clear. As you know 9 

the English ;1ord 'priest' is a shortened form of presbyter which means 
r->lder, and which was used in tho New Testament for the local ministers 
_, f the congregations. Bishop and presbyter or priest, were identical 
terms in the New Testament 9 mid in the Church's early years. This is 
stated emphatically by J'erorn.e, the translator of the Latin Vulgate, 
and ono of the inost learned doctors c-,nd fathers of the ancient Church. 
In his 69th letter ho wro t e 11 .Among the anc:i..ents 9 bishops and presbyters 
are the sRID.e, .:o:r tho one is a t erm of dignity~ the other of age". Again 
in letter 146 h(~ wrote 11 presbyters ~1.re the same as bishops 11 , In letter 
58 he stated that n presbyters hold the rank which apostles once held". 

' And he identified them with bishops. Not only St. Jerorne 9 but all the 
leading Christian write1's of his time such as St. Chrysostom 9 arc 
equally explicit that in the early Church bishop was the name of the 
oinisters of the local congregation. This reminds us that in the _ New 
Testament and early t imes the local congregation was the essential 
unit. It was not till later that H denominational structure arosc 9 

superior to the local congrcg2tion 9 unifying and in soLlc cnses 'con troll in, 
that congregation . 

rn our own times there are several different sorts of 
denominational syster:is uniting local churches, though in the earliest 
times there was none 9 each local church wns simply united by brotherly 
affection with its neighbouring church. But now there are several 
different structures 9 some monolithic and hierarchical 9 others more 
democratic 9 but it would be a nistake to think that one sort rather 
-~hen another is essential. Indeed, if we may judge from the earliest 
da;rs of the church 9 none is essential. Denor.:tinations :may well be a 
valunble developoent, so long as they serve the local church and do 
not submerge it. 

There are, however, some temptations to be avoided. 
Firstly, we must not seek to advance the work of God by thG outward 
splendour of our denomination, becc.use our spiritual struggle is not 
against flesh nnd blood but a ai t ir·tua wicked ~ d.~~~~~~~ 
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r->ldor, and which was used in the New Testament for the local ministers 
..1f the congregations. Bishop and presbyter or priest, were identical 
terms in the New Testament, and in the Church's early yoars. This is 
stated emphatically by Jerome, the translator of the Latin Vulgate, 
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superior to the local congrcge..tion 9 unifying and in so110 c1J.ses con troll i r 

that congregation. 

In our own times there are several different sorts of 
denominational systems uniting local churches, though in the earliest 
times there was none 9 each lo cal church wns si:r:1ply uni tod by brotherly 
affection with its neighbouring church. But now there are several 
different structures, some monolithic and hierarchical, others more 
democratic 9 but it would be a r:iistake to think that one sort rather 
-t;han another is essential. Indoed, if we may judge from the earliest 
~t ays of the church, none is essential. Denominations rnay well be a 
valuable developr:tent, so long as they serve the local church and do 
not submerge it . 

Thero are, however, some temptations to be avoided. 
Firstly, we must not seek to advance the work of God by the outward 
splendour of our denomination, beco..use our spiritual struggle is not 
against flesh and blood but against spiritual wickedness and 
spiritual enemies. We humans are impressed by outward splendour 
of building and titles and rank, but our opponents in the Christian 
fight are not our f (~llow rrnn, but Settan and his spiritual hosts. 
These foes are not impressed by what may impress us. Vllm t def ea ts theI:l 
is not outward splendour but Christian faith, Christian virtues, and 
prayer, in the Church in its members and its officers. St. Paul said 
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explicitly that it j_s God's p;_irposc to us e the weak things of t he worl 
to ov erthrow the strong, and to use those who are little accounted of 
by the world 9 to aclvance His cause 9 ·_n order that God ' s power might be 
the more obviously displayed. In this i 2spect outvmrd splendour may in 
itself be a hindrance to our usefulness as God ' s instruments. 

The second temptation to be guarded against is thinking 
that a strong denominationnl structure assists the church in its fight 
against evil in the world. History does not support this conclusion 
and 9 indeed 9 i 4:; is base d on forgetfulness tl"' - t ov.r real strength is in 
God ' s unchanging cl:2r ::tct or , e.nd in His promise ·chat He will support and 
give the victOJ.'Y to tLos fl vrho are faithful to Him, even though the 
tide of events se e.TI ou cws.rdly co b e going against them, We are not 
to look to some out·.-,.ard organisation whether to the visible church or 
to any other body as though it were the panace~ for the world's ills . 
Indeed t o do so is t o forget that God controls the hearts of men 
directly, through Hi s all sovereign power; and tiiat it is to God that 
we are to l ook v!hen V; e see the wor~.d headine for disaster, believing 
that He is we l l abls to d:i_rect the; world into pe.. ths of safety so long 
as we are fai thfu~- t o ·.vc=,~k i:.::. His vrays, For He has dir0ct contro 1 over 
the hearts and wills of rw n w:10r1 He hes made. 

Our ~J:us-~ thr.o~l rnust n ot be j_Jlaced L1 a political or religj c-..:s 
ranncea but only in God 9 that He will conti11uc His gove rnment of human 
;::i,ffairs in the future as He h::ts i n th3 pas t , ~1rms the search for a 
·canacen against irnpt'nding troubl es 9 J;l1ou g:1 a s -Crong J.;21Ppt a tion 9 is 
1'0ally illegitimo.to for Christians 9 as i l; L"' ·1j_i:;[it e s '.1 lack of faith in 
iod ' s active pree ent gov:e r ... m:e n-t; o :i, Hi r: wo.C'1 d . :i::t 1 s into this mistako 
-~ ha·c Pope: Pius XII h r, s fall en V'll e:n. ;_~ , t.ic .,:"cycJj_cal 01 1 tho mystical 
';0 _~ y of Jesus ChrJ_s c :he hel<l out t he: J.0 ::1:.:Y.1 ·-' D, -~Lolic 1'~1urch as nthe 
only haven of re:.":uge in our troub:1_o -~ri s; i cd 10 1 ld n , But we should look 
to no organisa t:'..on vrhe thu::' poL:_-'-L c c,l o r :·r:;:j g .i .Ou '.:; ~lG n hav(m of refuge, 
tut only to God :S~_ms e1:i::- a11l1_ Bia nev or L'L~~ _ j_ :::cg n.::.-\;m:i..se s, He is our 
n:t ly haven . In t:·~e s;:;:«,12 wny i-!, j.s 30'net j ::.il'.:i <:1,r g.'s ,l. th2t tile Roman 
Catholic Churuh j P 1:;hc: onl:-:,' buiw'lr k c:.ge,L::.s "; ccrr1muni.sm, b·LJ.t again it must 
oo said that the onl;-. t ri,le bulvm:ck aga :· D. s -,; comn,u:n·ism is not on 
organi sati on tu-~ thu Word n _f 1od p::ceach e J <~net tnught in the v a rious 
c0ngregations a Lcl :r ; c:~ ~-:-ecC.:Cn ·th.8 ~1 e2,:rt s o:' t~w peopJ 2 of any country. 
Failing this 9 no .J:":'.\'jarli;:- n -': :i.cm 1 h owev e :;." v;oll 1::~1i t. can p1"otoct; yet if 
God's vVord is in t t. '.:' hr::n.rts o f th2 peoplo , coruni.1niE11 j_s impo· '.<mt, 

The thi~J ~emp·t ation is t o thi~~ that ~he~e is only one 
:·Lenomin2tional stru.__~tur e which is 1 ~-:,w::.'u1. Episcopal denominntionalisl:i 
is ancient and widsspr cnd? tak:Lng different fonr.s wj_th the Greek 
Church 9 the Roman Ca t ::101.:: c , i:;he Luthernn and the Church of Englnnd, 
nnd these all diif -; rin:3 from the early Church where the bishop was the 
local minister. Bu-!.; t >er c ,.re n o grounds for saying that episcopacy 
is the only denominnt ion[°'il structure legi timo.te to link loc3.l churches, 
let alone to s ety t 1

'l2 t or.2 o f the episcop o.l forr..1s is the only legi timato 
clen omina tion , Jt i c G. mi 3J.:;nke t o ~. d entify the Church of Christ with 
cur form of deno::i i Eatj_on. Thi u rni0take is illustrnted by tho pnnphlet 
'Jn the ecumenic a~ co u :'1.ci1 to which I roforred onrlic:;r, which regards 
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t he question of un i t y amor~g Christians ns being "fundar:10ntally a question 
of homecoming f c1 r · c: .., ; l our f e ' . low Christi::ms who o,re sepnr2.ted from 
vhe Sec:; of Pote1· 1• ~ But u::1i ty . o f C~iristinns will not be achi evod thr0 1 wh 

· unity of denorni11ationnJ_ str·tA.cture. In J·onn 17:20, our Lord prayed 
_ Yr Christ inns n ti1P.-t tl~ey may be one w:i. th us as Thou Father nrt :i_n Me 

: •. d I in Thee 9 so that the world r,10.y c o12ie to believe tho.t it w2s Thou 
.'1ho sent rile". '.11he · ... mi ty of Chr..:.stiruis th0,t Christ asked for i s a 
'E1i ty ;Ln God, not a uni t;y in denomin2tional structure., He prayed "tho.t 
·.:;:18y may be one in us, as ThJu Father a rt in Me and I in Thoo 11 , It 
i s by becoming 1 ~nl-ted mor~ closely tci Christ that Christi2.Yls become mor ::; 
closely united one 1.7j_ th the other ,· Christian unity is essentially a 

'vmity of h c art 9 a unj_ty of lo ve 9 springing from a unity of fctith in 
C~irist Who lovud -.1 s a n d gave ~:iJ"lself :ior us. If thcro is a f2iluTe of 
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directly 9 throu.gh His all 3overeign power; and tnat it is to God that 
we are to look v1hen vie see the wor~.d headinr, for disaster, believing 
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Church 9 the Roman. Cat::1cl::: c, -che Lutheran and tlrn Church of England, 
and these all diif--:;:rj_n :<; from the early Church where th8 bishop was the 
local minister. Bu.;_; -t>ero ,,re no grounds for saying that episcopacy 
is the only den1minc:rG icnrtl structure legi timo.to to link loc 3.1 churches, 
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cur form of dcmo::ii1"!.atj_on. This mL:; take is illustro.ted by tho panphlet 
'rtl the ecumenical cou:,,_cil to which I roforrod enrlier 9 which regards 
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' ; But u:t1i ty of C:::rristiMs will not bo achieved thr01 wh 

- unity of denomi".lationaJ_ str-u.cture. In J·onn 17:20 9 our Lord prnyed 
Yr Christinns 1itJ.1F>.t -tbey may be one wj_th us as Thou Fo..ther art j_n Me 
.• d I in Thee , so that the v1orld w2y co1210 to believe tho..t it w2,s Thou 

,';ho sent me", The -"mi ty ot Chr..:.stians trot Christ asked for is a 
·ni ty _in God, not a unit? in denonin2tionnl stru2ture .. He prayed "that 
-::;:1ey may be one in us, as ThJu Father art in Me and I in Thoo 11 • It 
lS by becoming unl ted IDOl''J closely tci Christ thnt Christi2Ils become mor ::; 
closely united one 1.'!j_ th the othor . · Christian unity is essentially a 

-:.,mity of hoart 9 a unj_ty of love 9 springing from a unity of fcdth in 
Cb'.rist Who lovud :is a:ld gave :Sinself Zor us. If thoro is a fc:,iluTe of 
unity at this lovel, thnt is, n failure of unity in lovo 9 in henrt, in 
tl:.e .Spirit of God? then de:aomint1..tiongl unity is emptied o f ncaning ~ 
::.. twas because Cli:cistia11s g r ew cold in their love for each other 9 

· "because they grow cold in their love for God, that denominn.tions split 
off from e2.ch othr;T c:.rJ_ remained in isolation. This was historically 
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the order, first['.. failure of unity in l ov e , then o. f ai lure of unity 
in organis2tion; and if \VO a r e t o rcrnni te our crgmiio....,,tions 9 which 
is in itself desirable, we mus t first of a ll unite ourselv es mere 
closely together in tho faith of the Scripturo 9 ~nd in apprehens ion of 
the love of God , This need not vmi t on any or ganiso.tiorml negot io,tiGns, 
but is the duty of ev ery Christian in whatever d enomi nation he finds 
himself, t o l earn to l ov e his brother Christinn by l earning t o l ove God 
riore purely 9 and this he ma.y do by meditat ing on the love of God f or hir.1 
ns it is r eve a led in the Bible, f or ns we s ee more clearly God ' s love 
for us 7 so wo l ove Him 211d l ov e our brother Christi[tns. As St. John 
puts it 11 We l ov e becnuse Christ first loved J s". Vie ought al l t o prr,y 
most ferv ently f or an incrense of brotherly l ove 9 Christi ::~n f or 
Christian, both within the denomin.'.ltion within which wo find ours ::::: lvc;s 9 

r..nd ncross denominational barriors. This is ronl Christio.n unity, ;:;.nr1 
if by God's gro.ce through prayer an~ effort we progr Gss here it will 
not be l ong b ef ore the denomina tiona l barrie rs o.re n.b l o t o b.; succc;ssfvJJ;y 
surmounted 9 and the cutward will reflect the inwnrd unity . -·:e should 
all set our heo.rts nnd :oinds on achiev:i.ng this 9 through pre,yc;r C',nd tl10 
a ctive exercise of n l oving spir~t t owards al l our fel l ow Christians 
who nre b orn 8.gain of God's Spirit through His Wo r d 9 in who.tever 
denomination this experj_8I1ce comes t o tl:om. 


