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The ancient Olympic Games used to be held at Olympia on the
plain near the West Coast of Greece. The scene was the sacred
precinct of the god Zeus, It was surrounded by a wall. The
chief building which this enclosed was the great temple of Zeus
containing the famous seated statue of the god by Phidias. The
Games were blessed with the gods as their patrons, and came to last
5 days and were held every 4 years. They died out in the 4th
Century A.D., and were revived in Athens in 1896.

When these great national and religious festivals began is
unknown, but from the 9th Century B.C. the Greek states observed
a sacred truce when all fighting ceased to enable competitors
and visitors to travel and return in safety. The traditional list
of victors date from 776 B.C. Today, instead of the Games becoming
a pretext for peace, they have become an occasion of strife. It
was reported from Mexico City that the 1968 Olympics will be held
in circumstances even grimmer than those of the 1936 Games in Nazi
Germany. Preceded by riots and multiple deaths, injuries and
arrests, they will proceed under the threat of violence. The
President of Mexico will watch the opening ceremony from a bullet-
proof box. Thousands of armed troops will guard the venues. All
this is so characteristic of the world in which we live.

As we look at our New Testament we notice many allusions to
the athletic contests, and we are therefore led to ask, "Did Paul
or other New Testament writers go to the Olympic Games in their
day?"' It is not likely that Paul did. For better or for worse,
Paul was not brought up in the best English public school
tradition with its emphasis upon sport. The Jews were never as
keen about public games as were the Greeks.

Jason, High Priest from B.C. 174-171, was condemmed for
introducing Greek games and causing the priests to neglect the
Services of the Sanctuary by hastening to the gymnasium.

Josephus, Jewish historian, tells us that the theatre and
amphitheatre built in Jerusalem by Horod the Great were antagonis-
tic to Jewish sentiment,

However, the sportsman's terminology would be very familiar

to people at the time of the writing of the New Testament, and so
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it was widely used for spiritual analogies amo A
Gentiles alike. ngst Jews an

1. RUNNING:
_ The earliest and most important event i

: was the stadion, a
short foot—rgce.of 200 yards. The writer to the Eebrew Chx"istianS
therefore said in Hebrews 12:1, "Let yg Tun with pati the raceé
that is set hefore us." R

TEE RUNNER NEEDS TO STRIP,

The runner must not be burdened wj
1 ith or
rampered by encumbrances of any kind, -Thesggiisigzzsmiiis?a;

eside both weights and sins, "]et : :
the sin that doth so easily beset yg.n 7 Soide every weight, an

A weight
€ 2 hindrance - wrong use p
5 These weigh?
Sin, on the other hand, j Al fmacipl o Coduoed 1L
The Greek adjectiYe translateq, "&hi:hsggzﬁhggg R 1:S§if;
;eiurs only here in the New Testament, THiaE easily bese i
‘¥€ a garment entangling ang h&mpering 58 _oers to 31n‘b§;o§nness,
finizz;ousnegsz gelﬁ-centredness, bad temperm Vemegt'- Stuself‘
as%de e:z criticisnm, sensuality, gy, Sumn At 808S1ping , 1y f1ing
Ty encumbrance and gjp HAS : must ruthlessly
: e stripped.

nds
guickly, TIn this Churfﬁ we EEEZa:blllty %o get off the mark ns
the Christian race a good start, ;Er to give the person who begl

t » or at houS? n
0 a traineqd counsellor, &iV€
Introduced to one of the

& series of Bible S
Church orgenisations,

Professor Hen
love entitled, "
8 time when he-was not g foll
founder of ‘the Salvation Arm
evangelistic work, v

their children get o

THE RUNNER, NER

"Let us run wi

's
beTr
, could not reme™

DS ENDURANCE.
th pati
Patience," Here Patience ig g strong word
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nendurance,steadfastness". To-

g f s
endure is to remain when others drop outz to c;g:;gugazggzlother
give in. Endurance is the crgwgi?ghQEzigfz.canlfight s

a "The Britis
e Y oo . obhor, ! Suason, Seul nd ol boge
:zllogut grew slack through self-indulgence. Dgﬁgsdgzireufor :
from the Christian track througghlovz ﬁﬁspiﬁﬁﬁ off the track
ity. Sometimes a whole Churc ;
EEPU1a§1chk of resolution and steadfastness. szul §z§:izzn.
I Eou% thiens 9:27, "I run the race then with determi
orin sy
(J.B. Phillips)
CLEAR VISION. . ; :
THE RUNNngNgﬁzsrunner need to be firmly flxeg 12.frgnzn0f
i ?{eis with the Christien. His eyes must be ;xi NP
e Author end Finisher of our falth.' ?he Gree O‘t'
g thi Eing unto, but the use of an additional prgp:g; 1:?fe
B oy O ing of looking away unto. In the Christion .
ik 1: loik away from the surroundings — the circumstances mus
you mus -

not bind you to themselves.
- look away from self -

meaning "resolution” (N.E.B.),

self-consciousness, self-complacency,

selfishness. S
m sin = its attraction and temptation
n s awzy izgm other people - their praise, the}r blame,
~ Lo their success, their fa1lgre,
their high standards, their low
standards.

bt things to Jesus
; sion look away from all these
: Wlthhﬁliﬁ; :;e joy that was set before him, endgred the ;
Chrxst,dw iging the shame, and is set down at the right pand 0
ngSB,LezSES’ therefore, run with patience the race that is set
0.

before us.

A second illustration fromthe ancient Olympic Games is that

of -
2, BSﬁi?ﬁ; at Olympia was & violent contest. The competitors had

i dded with nails! There
i ds covered with leather bands stu :
:Eglroggnreason for stepping aside and lettlgg y?ur opponent 's
blowgstrike the air! St. Paul said in I Corinthians 9:27,
"So box I, not as one that beateth the air, but on the contrary,

self-pity, self-praise, self-reliance,
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I beat my body black and blue and lead it intge sl
subjection." Here again the imagery suggests i ta it
centration on a definite aim, Payl's opponent ? ezﬁl {’ i
contest was his own body. The body so readil n1 e
foy self-indul gence, for self-pity., T kney ¥ calls for ease,
this Church who, with grim determination smd:sboss ol gort tode
& ! 9

have faced their illnesses in the s
resolution has set them on the way tzégg:g;:inOd' Their

very, into

With some it is physical si ;

T ol il w::.;;::: bz}'ﬁew;ué glitheR o s hns
con?rol of a person and lead him into absoelyt ody may ea81%y take
bo@11y appetltes or desires become the mainu & S}avery: Hl? ;
prior claim over everything else, It may b Cons}deratl?n Wlth a
gex, Pgul was Qetermined that his body sh eleat1ng, dr%nk%ng, i
responilve servan? of the spirit, "y . ﬁgu ﬁ be .the willing,
§ays, I really fight! I an my body's st shadow boxer", he

R o ernest pmaster. I make

A third illustration used j
ancient Olympic Games is that O;n_the New Testement from the
3. VBESTLING,

Wrestling was a favourit |

: ; : e s
Ephesians 6:12 Paul said, "We wrz:iY'among tb? Greeks. 1In
blood." e not against flesh and

Colossians 1:29 (We
s 1: Weymouth); i
E?estieriI exert all ny strength ip ;ei?ls end like an eager
im who is mightily at work within lance upon the power of

ne,"
I Timothy 4:10 (Moffatt):

which an
and are stron
are, therefore, dependent upon the ;2ratagems of, the evil oge. We

stern st we 7

teihniquzgggieéomﬁe héve to compete agazngi God. Evangelism i8 a

R Caricatureéezglal §d¥ertising’ e pr:he brain-waeshing

. s x Tea ife g1 ; Sentat i er—

igtic substitutes for deep satis;;z:?tlons in filmslozhzfngzrial’
0 y

n i
in eVery_day life, the
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lowering of moral standards in the community, the complacency of
the average Church-going person, the conservatism of the clergy,
and the failure of the average Christian to trust God wholly.

If we are going to be wrestlers for God and contend for the souls
of men, we need to come to grips with our opponents. We can't
escape out of the ring of conflict and continue the task of
evangelism in peace. ‘

If our encdeavour to win others for Christ requires of us no
personal struggle, no sacrificial effort, no agonising in prayer,
then the rulers of the darkness of this world have obtained the
count-down, spiritual wickedness in high places has won the fight

and souls are lost.

But come now, join the other Christian Olympiens in the great
contest before us. You will need
- the speed of a runner
— the strength of a boxer
- the skill of a wrestler

Here is the running track, open at one end and rounded in a
semi—-circular form at the other. There is the Judge's Throne.
Along the sides are the tiers of marble seats for the tens of
thousands of spectators. 500 million people in a world-wide
Television hook-up will watch the 1968 Olympic Games.

First notice,

THE HERALDS and THE COMPETITOES:

All is excitement. The herald summons each competitor onto
the running track. He announces to the spectators the rules of
the contest, the name of the country of the competitor. "A
herald", thought St. Paul, "that's what I am! I have summoned
others to the great race. I have led them to the starting point.
I have announced the rules of the game. I am & herald as well as
a competitor." The work of a preacher is described in- the New
Testament by at least 3 significant Greek words. One means "to
announce good news' - to evangelise (Acts 8:25). The second means
"to testify, to bear witness' (Acts 2:40), The third means, "to
proclaim as a herald" (Acts 9:20). "Of that Gospel," he said, "I
have been appointed 2 herald"., 2 Timothy 1:11.

Every Christian is to be a herald, He is to lead others on
to the track, as Andrew led his own brother Peter -

R R
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as Paul led Onesimus, the runaway slave

as Ambrose led sin-stained Augustine

as an unknown Methodist local preacher led Spurgeon

es a friend in a cricket ground dressing-room led Brian
Booth :

as the Revd. David Sheppard led Tex Dexter to Christ

s & prayerful parishioner of Holy Trinity led some new
comer .at a Guest Service to Christ

as & sincere speaker in a dilapidated parish hall led me
as a young fellow to Christ;

so, every Christian is to be a hereld.
To lead others into the Great Race is the mog

work anyone can do on this earth, and one most dea
of Him who desires all men to be saved,

t far-reaching
r to the heart

But every Christian herald is 8till runnin
end must watch lest pride and carelessness cree
was warned, "Take heed to thyself, and to thy teachingy
himself was exercising the utmost self-magtery leStlggéer E§UI-H
heralded others" he should be disqualified himself an s compZZ;tgr.

g his own race,
P in, Timothy

Here is a solemn warning to clergy,

Sunday School teach
Youth leaders, and those in positions of reg g ? ?ac ersy
Church. ‘ | ponsibility in the

The Lord does not cast us away, but w ,
away. What a tragedy to see people who hasemgz cast our§e1ves
Christian life, who have shown great promige wﬁgthell in the
and humble and teachable and co-operative, g;aduallave been keen
suddenly, but gredually) become castaways, The y (not
heralds- others can no longer be led on to the {rgszsg t:hbe

] . y erl,

Secondly, notice

THE JUDGE and TEE GOAL:

The Apostle Paul wrote to Timoth
fought a good fight, I have finished ¢
faith, Henceforth, there is laid up ?Zr erze’ I have kept the
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge shagiow? of righteous-
day " ! g€ive me at that

y (2 Tin, 4:7-8), "I have

7

The Judge in the Christian race has his cognterpart,
imperfect though the comparison be, in the President of the Games.
Our consolation and werning is that the final decision rests not
with imperfect humen critics, but with the all-seeing righteous

Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul's mission in life "was to testify the good news of the
grace of God." At the end he could say, "I hgve finished.my
course," "I press towards the mark for the prize of the hlgh.
calling of God in Christ Jesus." In otper words, "I go str§1ght
for the goal." The goal is to do the will of God for our lives.

Remember, we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Finally,

THE PRIZE and TEE RULES:
i ize. The winner
the Grecian games there was no noney pr1z? :
was ciﬁwned with a wreath of leaves; at Corinth, in Paul's time,
a wreath of pine foliage. The winner and his femily received high
honour. He was given & public welcome home, and a poet celebrated
his acﬂievement with a poem. For the man and his family, it was

the event of a life time.

anslates I Corinthians 9:256 - "Every athlete
Moffatt tr traint all round, but while they do it to win a

. 1f-res .
practises se do it for en unfading."

fading wreath, we

3 : :»0? It is not salvation. That is a free gift
at thzhzzgizngzg.pfézecan never earn that, The prize is the reward
at the end for the Christian det?rm1ned by the way ke has @easured
up to his responsibility fo? Christ. Loyal serYagf.mgans increased
capacity, larger opportunities, greater responsibilities.

is prize? Christians who have kept the rules.

Who will get th - "A competitor .in the games is not crowned

2 Timothy 2:5 (Mot fatt) !
unless he observes the rules.

Are we ready to let go all that would hinder Christ's work

in us, and expect Him t0 change us?

"If you would change I, I, I, into

8 3 t.an Said
A Tamil Chrisbi : try, into trust, trust, trust,

Thou. Thou, Thou, and try, Ty,
then,you would get rest, rest, rest."



Some other helpful publications to encourage
Christians to be dedicated disciples of Christ:

Discipline (D24-free)

by Philip Thomas. Jesus calls us to self-
denial and sacrifice, not to the soft, easy
life.

Christian Liberty (D11-10c)

Malcolm Jeeves shows that Christianity offers
both freedom from things that drag us down
and freedom to fulfil our best potentialities.

Pilgrimage to Jerusalem (S23-15c)

Spiritual messages arising from Lance Shilton's
visit to the Holy City.

A Christian in Moscow (S33-15c)

Lance Shilton calls us to support with love,
prayer and discipleship our fellow Christians
who are suffering under Communist regimes.

The Church in a Communist Context (D74-10c)

Lance Shilton reports on his contact with
Christians behind the Iron Curtain, and

brings us both encouragement and concern

at their situation.
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best for their Lord and Master.
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