Happy invasion ...
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For the past few weeks the Australian Board of Missions hosted a group of young people
from the Anglican Church at Lae, Papua New Guinea, who call themselves the Dasiga
Youth Group. They presented a performance called “Keriso” which showed in dance an
song the history of the Anglican Church in Papua New Guinea and also the Gospel

According to St. Mark.

Some of the group are seen here on the steps of 5t. James Anglican Church, King St

Sydney.

Ugandan Church leader says

thanks

The Archbishop of Uganda, the Most Rev
Sylvano Wani, recently commented on
the troubled times in Uganda over the
past decade. He said

“Beginning in 1971 we suffered a lot
through the rule of a dictator. Still the
church grew from strength to strength
and many people came to know the
Saviour.

“friends overseas in America, Canada
and the United Kingdom helped us much
during those times of political change.
The Lord has been in control and we
appreciate very much what our friends
overseas did for us

#The church continues to grow. Many
churches are full and many young people
attend.

“There are 12 million people in Uganda
anid now two-thirds are Christians. Of
course some are only nominal Christians,
but because of persecutions many have
really committed themselves to the Lord.

#There are still many things to be done
in the remote areas of the country. There

The Australian Church Record has been bringing the

is hunger in places like Karamoja and a
recent guerilla invasion in West Nile
caused much suffering and sorrow

“Many people fled to the neighbouring
countries of Zaire and Sudan. The people
of those countries have taken care of our
people. In particular, they have helped
the christian refugees, welcoming them
into their churches and homes

‘We are especially grateful for Dr. Dick
Anderson and Dr. Chuck Kinzer for the
help they have brought to us. These men
visited and reported the needs of our
devastated areas. Many people
responded with gifts of money and
supplies.

“"We appreciated everything, especially
the Christian literature, that came to us.

“We need your prayers as there is
much yet to be done.”

The Archbishop was born in Uganda in
1916 and was converted as the result of
the ministry of the Africa Inland Mission
when he was 14. He continues to lead the
Church in this troubled land
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Hula testament sellout

The Hula tribes people of Papua New
Guinea have been buying up all the
available copies of the New Testament in
their own language

Last year, a thousand copies of the
New Testament were printed in response
to a request by two local pastors who
advised that there were no stocks leit

The Bible Society in Papua New Guinea
organised the reprint and then advertised
the New Testament on the local radio in

February of this vear

Moscow Peace Conference

A rush on the Bible House in Port
Moresby quickly exhausted all the stocks
Those people who missed out on a New
Testament could not understand why the
Bible Society did not have more copies in
stock

There are about 10,000 Hula tribes
people in Papua New Guinea. The first
biblical book in this language was
published in 1892 and the first New
Testament in 1954

Are we being fooled?

Yes, argues Michael
Bourdeaux

Michael Bourdeaux, of Keston College,
challenged western church leaders not to
attend the peace conference in Moscow
in May. It is a “propaganda exercise” put
on by the Soviet regime, he said

Writing in Keston News he says

‘The precedents for this event are not
encouraging. | am not trying to minimise
the pressures under which the

ate operates when | say
f political co
nical regime it has

present form
inregime (’“HH}:v
15 subsequently
il support of the
ever its
e ten per cent of
vhich to negotiate,
| the area of domestic
a 1 of Russian church life, not
at all in that of Soviet foreign policv. The
regime has a political objective: to disarm
the democracies of the world, morally
before physically, while maintaining its
absolute strength at home and in its
“empire” and seeking to gain influence in
the Third World
“If there were even an elementary
mechanism in the world for Christian
onsultation over such vital issues, the
Churches of the Third World and the
West might be able to work out a strategy
when presented with such a challenge as
this conference on nuclear war.

“Such a consultation would have faced
the basic issues: that all nations must be
held accountable for endangering peace
and that it is the policies of the Soviet
Union which represent one of the
greatest threats to world peace; that
negotiated agreements already signed
(remember Helsinki?) are being
disregarded (remember Afghanistan,
Poland Czechoslovakia?) and that
domestically there has been a massive
crackdown over the last three years on all
Soviet human-rights activity, with
Christians suffering their worst
persecution for twenty years.

“The Afghanistan crisis
is a hundred times more serious
than the one in the Falkland
Islands ..

“This consultation could scarcely have
avoided the conclusion that the main aim
of the conference was not to formulate a
specifically Christian response to
problems of war and peace, but simply to
legitimise the political status quo in all its
grisly aspects and to §trengthen the hand
of the growing number of Western critics
of NATO nuclear policies.

“But, of course, such a consultation has
not taken place and in our present
turpitude we shall not even evolve a
mechanism for future ones to occur,
either. The whole vital issue is resolved
pie(em(-at, with individual invitations
despatched at very short notice to all
sorts of influential people. Many are
flattered and all note that there will be no
strain on overtaxed budgets, for Moscow
is to bear all costs, including travel —
even from the far corners of the earth,

“Keston College has been involved in
the consultative process — if such it can
be called — but only at a relatively late
stage. Billy Graham's participation did not
become known until recently. He will be
going to deliver what is virtually the

keynote address of the congress. Some
Churches (for example, the Swedish state
church) are said to be sending their
heads
“What can be done at such a late

stage? Jeremiah has some pertinent
words to say about people who cry

Peace, peace, when there is no peace.
For the persecuted, the furtherance of
‘peace” without justice is deeply

offensive. Here we come to what should
be a major issue of the conference: how
can one talk about international peace in
the Soviet Union, which denies human
rights to millions of its citizens? But we
have already missed the opportunity of
saying, “We, as Christians, want to talk.
We believe profoundly in peace, but are
more impressed by deeds than words
Persuade the Polish Government to relax
military rule and we will take that as
sufficient sign of goodwill to come and
talk.”

“Now we are well past the stage where
such a policy could conceivably be
evolved. Yet it is not too late to salvage
something. Clearly, Billy Graham faces
one of the greatest challenges of his
career. He could still say to the Patriarch
of the Russian Orthodox Church, as a
response to Liubov Vashchenko's
impassioned plea printed later in this
issue, “I need the emigration of the
Siberian Seven and their families as a very
small gesture before | finally appear in
your pulpit”’

“A further challenge faces all delegates:
be informed, be bold and raise issues,
alleviate the suffering of the persecuted
church. Even these limited objectives
seem hopelessly idealistic.

“Being informed must mean knowing
the realities of Soviet policies and
remembering that the Afghanistan crisis
is a hundred times more serious than the
one in the Falkland Islands, even though
it has now faded almost totally from our
news pages. It means learning something
of the genuine grassroots Christian peace
movement in East Germany which is now
being predictably repressed. It also
means carrying the list of current Soviet
Christian prisoners to Moscow.

“Jeremiah’s warning must be heeded.
The Christian’s determination to seek
peace must be strong and
uncompromising, even though this may
make him seem a hard-liner along the
way. The conference participant will wish
to listen to the strong phrase contained in
the Easter messages of both the Pope and
the Archbishop of Canterbury who called
for “peace with justice and respect for
international law.” The coming
conference in Moscow is not the place to
evolve such a policy among the
Churches, but it might be the occasion
for at least putting it on the international
agenda

“How can one talk about peace in
the Soviet Union which denies
human rights to millions of its

citizens?”
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Bangkok Report:

Evangelical Mission Theologians

from the Two-Thirds World meet for the first time

Two-thirds of the world's population lie
in situations of poverty, powerlessness
and oppression. To proclaim Jesus Christ
among them ‘it is always necessary to
reflect on the biblical passion for justics,
the biblical concern for the ‘wholeness’
of salvation, and the biblical concept of
the universality of Christ. It is necessary
for us to engage profoundly and
theologically, not only with the reality of
oppression, powerlessness and poverty,
but also with other religions in their
various dimensions, which command
massive support in some of our contexts.

So affirmed twenty-five participants
from 22 countries at the First Conference
of Evangelical Mission Theologians from
Two-Thirds World held in Bangkok,
Thailand from March 20-25.

The need for such a conference was

first expressed by participants in the
Consultation on World Evangelisation
held by the Lausanne Committee for
World Evangelisation at Pattaya Thailand
in June 1980. One third of the participants
of that Consultation signed a Statement
of Concerns which expressed the urgent
need for considering the social, political,
economic and religious contexts of thos
to whom the gospel is preached.

Bishop David Gitari (Kenya), Dr.
Orlando Costas (Costa Rica and USA) and
Rev. Vinay Samuel (India) were requested
to organise a conference to consider
evangelical Christologies arising from the
Two-Thirds World.

Partners world-wide supported the
conference which was unique in the
following respects: first, evangelical
mission theologians from the Two-Thirds

world were able to consult on those
issues which they felt were central to
evangelism in their contexts, Secondly,
they had the freedom to grapple with
issues raised for evangelism among
people of other religions, racial minorities

,and primal religions, They had the

freedom to suggest creative options both
biblically rooted and contextually
relevant in mission. Thirdly, twenty per
cent of the participants and one third of
the paper writers were emerging young
missiologists under 35.

As one participant noted at the end of
the conference: ‘The centre of gravity of
world Christianity has shifted to those
who live in the Two-Thirds World. The
theology of the future is the theology of
where Christians are!” Or, as Victor Hugo
said before him: “No army can stop an
idea whose time has come!”

New
College
appointment

The Rev. Dr. Bruce N. Kaye, has been
appointed Master of New College at the
University of New South Wales. Dr. Kaye
(an Australian by birth) is vice-principal
of 5t. John'’s College, Durham, England.
He graduated from Moore Theological
College, Sydney and was ordained in
1964 and served as curate in the parish of
Dural from 1964-66 before going overseas
for further study in 1967.

He is a New Testament scholar with
significant publications in his field,

Dr. Kaye, whose parents live in Sydney,
is a widower. He has two children, Alison
11 and Nigel 10.

Dr. Kaye will take up his new
appointment from January 1, 1983
following the retirement of the present
master, Dr. 5. Barton Babbage at the end
of the year.

Rev. Dr. Bruce N. Kaye
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Government
should
withdraw mail
order divorce
amendment

““Why must the Federal Government
remain neutral on the question of mail
order divorce?” .

The Anglican Social Responsibilities
Commission, at the end of a two day
meeting in Sydney, asked this question
when reviewing replies it had received
from Members of Parliament.

Bishop Oliver Heyward, Commission
chairman, said that of 180
parliamentarians written to, 62 had
replied. Of these, only three had
expressed any support for the
amendment

“The government declared that there
would be a free vote according to
conscience on the amendment,” Bishop
Heyward said.

“A government should be responsible
for the orderly management of both
marriage and divorce, as this affects the
lives of all citizens.

The introduction of divorce by post
would lead to disorder because of the
delays caused by likely mistakes made in
divorce applications, and to a disregard
for the welfare of children of the marriage
because no party would be present to
answer questions put by the judge

“The proper course for the
government to follow/is to withdraw the
amendment. There are many other
amendments proposed by the Family Law
council and the Parliamentary Review
Committee which the government has
not proceeded with

“Of the 24 amendments the
government is putting forward, our
Commission supports all those which
protect children and wives and which
open the courts to the public. These also
have broad public support.

“The mail order divorce amendment is
more significant, because it would
trivialise divorce, and it would lead to
logistic difficulties.”

Bishop Heyward said: “It is nota
question of the government allowing a
free vote. It is a question of responsible
government having the courage to
withdraw an irresponsible amendment.”

| i

Vatican
judgement on
Anglican-RC
report

Though the recently-published final
report of the Anglican-Roman Catholic
international Commission represents “a
notable ecumenical endeavour” and
forms a useful basis for further steps
towards reconciliation, it does not
constitute a substantial agreement on
some essential elements of Catholic faith.
That is the judgement of the Vatican's
Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith which has carried out a
doctrinal examination of the report at the
request of the Pope. However, the
Congregation thinks that the dialogue
should be continued, “since there are
sufficient grounds for thinking its
cantiguation will be fruitful”

Library

Moore College

In its observations the Congregation
says that it must first give full recognition
to the positive aspects of the work
accomplished by ARCIC, “which is
exemplary on several counts . .. This
work achieved in common is a singular
event in the history of the relations
between the two communions and is at
the same time a notable effort towards
reconciliation”’

The Congregation picks out as worthy
of particular note the quality of the
doctrinal rapprochement achieved, plus
the fact that ARCIC has been attentive to
previous observations made by the SCDF
on the various agreed statements.

But the report is felt to fall short of
subsfantial agreement because, for
instance, it recognises that some Roman
Catholic dogmas, such as Eucharistic
adoration, papal infallibility and the
Marian dogmas, are not accepted by
Anglicans; while others, such as the
primacy of the Bishop of Rome, are only
partly accepted.

Church Times
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The Gospel cannot be made

relevant
OR
The A.B.C. does it better

Listening to religious radio across the dials of Sydney one is struck by the
energy exerted to make the gospel seem relevant. Certain trends are
obvious. There is by now the old staple of talk-back radic where the
minister/preacher/priest deals with listeners’ problems varying from fickle
boyfriends to state politics. Again, largely on Sunday, the church through
one of its representatives will talk about what it does in the way of social
work, or ask self-directed questions of the “how to . . /” variety. One station
even persistently tells us that it “cares”. Finally, there are throughout the
day and night short, pithy statements about self-acceptance in the face of
everyday difficulties; religious statements about self and ec ological
awareness with appropriate musical (often rock) accompaniment.

But all this is largely futile because the gospel cannot be made
relevant. The Christian gospel is the message of a holy God who is an alien.
The Bible tells us that our sins have cut us off from the true God,
completely. We cannot know him, indeed, we do not want to.

So the gospel of the kingdom preached by Jesus comes as a totally
strange and devastating word. From us it calls forth a self -shattering repent.

“Leave your family behind”, “Sell all you have”, “Tear out your eye”,

Now, we find this all very hard to believe, and the history of the
Christian church is littered with scaffolding set up to at least partially create
a human landing ground for this message, a certain sort of philosophical
or emotional basis of acceptance. But the Bible insists that no one seeks
for God, and that all of our human experience outside of the gospel is
characterised by rebellion. Thus the gospel cannot be made relevant.

There are no half-way houses.

The truth is that the gospel creates its own ground of acc eptance, its
own relevance. Because the gospel is the power of God for salvation it
creates faith and self-abnegation in its recipients. The only way to
understand and communicate this sort of gospel is on its own grounds.
More specifically, it is as we hold forth Jesus — talk about who he is — that
the Christian message is properly put across. Jesus’ life and message of
unconditional grace calling forth from us an unconditional response is so
foreign to our experience that to approach this Jesus on anything but his
own terms is to inevitably distort him. The brothers wanting a settlement
of their inheritance problem is a case in point

St. Paul’s intensely practical Corinthian letters give us great
encouragement here. Paul’s order of argument is not what is the church
doing in the situation, and then, who is Jesus, but the reverse. Unlike most
of our public approach to religion, Paul asks first “who is Jesus”, and then
“what should we do”. For example, over the problem of the collection for
the hard-pressed Jerusalem church, Paul speaks of Jesus Christ “who for
your sakes became poor”, and then, “here is my advice about what is best
foryou..! (2 Cor. 8:9-10)

Itis a long-standing criticism of our evangelical Christianity that it is
preoccupied with the “what” and the “how” to the detriment of the “who"’
question. A glance at any evangelical bookstall will make the point
embarrassingly clear. And it can be further observed that not only does this
seeking for relevance distort the primary issue of the nature and person of
God, but also it fails at the very point where it appears strongest. It fails to
deliver the goods on the practical side too

“How much of our churchly attitude to money in a profit based
economy is unchristian, for example? And again, many pastors will testify
that in their experience evangelism that starts with relevance only produces
self-centredness, whilst evangelism that starts with the shoc king
declaration of who Jesus Christ is and what we should do in the face of
such knowledge is the one which produces the converts. If you relied on
the ambience of the coffee-house in the 60's, but switched to “The Bridge
of Life” of the Navigators in the 70's, you know what | mean.

But back to religious radio. Talking about what the church does in the
way of social welfare and solving people’s problems are worthwhile
exercises in themselves, but as a grab at “relevance”, as an attempt to build
up prestige for the gospel, the approach trivialises and distorts. That is why
the much maligned A.B.C. Department of Religious Affairs, in comparison,
does it better. When the A.B.C. forsakes relevance and just broadcasts a
Sunday service where unselfconsciously the minister says something true
about Jesus, it not only communicates the Christian message without
distortion, but also, fosters interest.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir, huddling together with Rome and its

unsavoury history in apparent fright at what's

coming. The “Captain of the hosts of the Lord”

is with us yet as with Joshua on the eve of
Elizabeth Knox (AC.R, 19/4) in her letter battle. Shall we too, at that critical time,

takes a middle position, but can evolution and remove our shoes knowing we stand on holy

creation be reconciled? ground?

The issue of evolution/creation is not really
a hard issue for the Christian to discern.

In Exodus 20:11, we have recorded the
words of the greatest naturalist and scientist
(theologian too!), the Lord God Himself, the
Lord declares that He took six days to create
all things (“create” in Hebrew means a
completed action, not some ongoing process)
and rested on the seventh day — for a million
years? No! God rested for 24 hours and He

Yours sincerely,
(Mrs.) Phyllis Creasey

Dear Sir,

Next week the Pope will visit a Marian shrine
commands us to do the same. Hence, the six- in Portugal “Time”” magazine reports. Everyone
day creation is literally 144 hours (6 x 24) in knows, of course, the power of the cult of the
duration Virgin especially that of Poland’s Black
Madonna. How does the ARCIC report
reconcile this with Unification? Have our
highly intellectual theologians never read the
classical work of the late Rev. Alexander Hislop
“The Two Babylons” with its overwhelming
evidence of its origins? And if so, have they
faced the question whether there can be |
salvation in a communion which declares it to
be a fundamental principle that the Madonna ]
is “our greatest hope; yea, the SOLE GROUND |
OF OUR HOPE"? |

As Constance S. Knox writes in her excellent |
letter (3/5/82) “Many Roman Catholics love i
our Lord . .. and follow Jesus in spite of the
Pope”. |, too, have met these individuals but,
according to my information, still pray to the
ageless pagan Madonna who is so ingrained in
their psyche, it does not occur to them to get
out of the system of Christianised Paganism
altogether

Instead of the ARCIC Anglican
representatives parleying on points of
agreement with Rome, they should be
searching out God’s Will to bring about a
second Reformation of the Church of England
and that can only come about (in the words of
the new Archbishop of Sydney) “The main
issue is going to be the method of using and
interpreting the Bible”,

Exactly when the six-day creation took place
is only guesswork. It may have been in 4004
B.C., but was certainly no later than 12,000
years ago, as Luke gives us an account in his
gospel of the lineage of the Lord Jesus from
the first man — Adam (see chapter 3:23 to 38).

The theory of evolution, both naturalistic
and theistic, cannot therefore be made to fit
the biblical account. Why do we Christians
lwhov- the findings of secular men who, while
learned, nevertheless are bound by sin, for the
natural man is at “enmity against God and is
not subject to the law of God neither indeed

can be!” Romans 8.7

But God, unlike the scientists and
humanistic philosophers, was present at the
Creation, and He has recorded the “how”’ of
the creation and, more importantly, the “why”
~— that is, for man to fellowship with Him and
worship Him. After the fall this meant man was
to turn from his wicked ways and worship His
Creator in submission and love through the
atoning blood of the blessed Lord Jesus Christ

Yours sincerely,
Alan Barron

Madonna worship is Satan’s masterpiece and
Dear Sir, goes back to the worship of Nimrod (the
rebel) and his wife. It is the source of all pagan
religions in ancient times and continues today
in the cult of the supposed “Mary”. The
English edition of “The Two Babylons” has
been taken over by the American publishers
“Loizeaux Brothers, Neptune, New Jersey”
There may still be an English edition published
by A. & C. Black. No seeker after Truth should
be without it because it gives a greater
understanding of what the children of Israel
were up against and the lure of these Satanic
cults which undoubtedly brought about their
captivities,

Thank you for your refreshing editorial on
Anglo-Roman Catholic relations (ACR
19/4/82). Your view coincides with that of
many Anglicans in Britain and this country.
Others have not thought out the implications
of the power of the Papacy if given an inch. Let
there be no doubt they would take a mile.
What a shock to discover the Pill was banned
as Vatican laws stretched out to envelop
Anglicans like an octopus

Influential Anglicans believe in good faith
that their influence would have a purifying
effect on Christianised paganism when
instead, Scriptural truth would be drowned in
a sea of double-talk as at present. If unity took
place, it would split the Church of England
down the middle, but this could be a good
thing (the separation of the wheat and tares)
leading to a great Scriptural Revival and the
reaffirmation of the 39 Articles

Itis not fashionable today to speak out on
these things, but do we follow the will-of-the-
wisp of unity with such a system or obey God
by examining our own Anglican structure and
completing the work of the Reformers?

Yours sincerely,
(Mrs.) Phyllis Creasey

Where do church leaders get the idea that
unification of all the churches is God's will?
The Epistles are full of warnings of false
teachers who doubtless were preaching some
form of the Gospel but not “the Faith as once
delivered”. The Galatians seemed innocent
enough but St. Paul accused them of practising
“another Gospel” with their mixing of Law and
Grace The people now have a right to expect the

Your editorial refers to this “age of Sydney Diocese to declare its position on this
compromise” and peace at any price. How vital subject. Such a declaration must be
trie! This attitude has had the most without evasion, equivocation or mental
debilitating effect on the West. Peace cannot reservation of any kind,
exist without Justice, We live in a dangerous
nuclear age but our faith is weak if we cannot
trust our Creator is working out His Purposes
on this little, but precious planet. The Word of
God, rightly balanced, does not predict the
end of this world with Christ’s Return, but the
end of this Age. That He will come with
vengeance to rescue His Redeemed and
rebuke the godless nations (apparently still
surviving the holocaust) is sure. So let us stop

MAINLY AB“"UT PE:

Dear Sir,

Your editorial on 19th April concerning the
proposed merger with the Church of Rome is
good and timely.

Yours faithfully,
Peter G. Smith

CORRECTION

There was a misprint in Elisabeth Knox's
letter of 19 April. In para. 2 ‘completion’ should
have read ‘conception’. i

PLE

DIOCESE OF GIPPSLAND Moorebank, was elected a canon of St. John's
M. J. Finlay Patrick was commissioned as Pro Cathedral, Parramatta on the 5th April,
Chancellor on 3rd May, 1982 1982,
DIOCESE OF SYDNEY Rev. E. Scrivens, St. John's Randwick, will i

become Rector, St John's Penshurst on 11th ]

Rev. R. S. Barker, Rector, St. Thomas’ June, 1982,
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ot sick — just slow

The mentally handicapped in N.SW. are
treated as having an unacceptable social
handicap, and their biggest problem is
combating the stigma of their label in the
community, Church Record was told
recently.

Government.

“The subject is taboo in polite
conversation, but once you h'!ng tup,

other family members who were

Jean Young Smith is working towards
the establishment of a group home for
mentally handicapped adults, under the
auspices of Careforce, and in an interview
with Church Record, spoke of the
problems and the hopes for this
misunderstood group.

no extended family support or little
community resources.

“Sydney University's 5 year medical
degree course offers 6 weeks in
pediatrics, and a 2 hour lecture in

presumes know the best methods of
treatment, what does the average man
on-the-street know?

‘A home was purchased by the
Sunnyfield Association in Manly to
start a group home, but the neighbours
didn’t want ‘that sort of person’ in the
area, and created a lot of flack”’

Government policies not
matched by action

‘The Health Commission, in a poiicy
statement on the intellectually
handicapped, sounded wonderfully
supportive, but they’re not adhering to
it/ said Jean.

Church Record then rang the
Handicapped Persons Bureau of the
Department of Youth and Community
Services, and was told, "“All the
Department’s actions are based on the
principle of ‘normalisation’, defined as
‘the use of culturally-valued means .
(education, peer modelling) to enable
societally devalued persons to achieve
and maintain life conditions (income,
housing, work, health, educational
services) which are at least as good as
and preferably better than those of the
average citizen; and to as much as
possible enhance and support people’s
behaviour, appearances, experiences,
status and reputations in the eyes of the
public’. We're doing our best to do just

Jean Young Smith

The Stigma — the community

"There is no doubt that during the
IYDP, the physically handicapped got the
lion’s share of publicity. For the
intellectually handicapped life wasn't
changed much as a result, mainly
because their cause is not really accepted
in the community. One television station
didn't show the part of an IYDP that”’
documentary, on the intelec tually “Australia is ten years behind the rest
handicapped because ‘the viewers might
find it distasteful’ worst state-— although the most
populous,” Jean said. “The government
knows their needs; or if not, only needs
to ask. If it did know and understand, it
would be morally bound to act”

“The 1981 Anti-Discrimination Board
Report ‘Discrimination and Intellectual
Handicap’ states

“The general IYDP slogan ‘awareness is
our greatest problem’ applies to the
intellectually handicapped as
‘misunderstanding is . . /

“In his research on intellectual
handicap, Don Grimes said that ‘we live
in a world where slowness is suspect’,
‘One would wish to see community
attitudes change to the point where
discriminatory practices are socially

"One can assuredly say that public
attitudes to retardation indicate
widespread misconceptions that are at
bestinappropriate, and at worst frankly
prejudicial”, wrote Jean in her submission

for funding for her project to the Federal

most people admit to cousins, siblings or

retarded. The immediate family deal with
the problem on their own: there is usually

retardation. If these are the ones society

of the world in this area, and N.SW. is the

unacceptable and inadequate services are
not tolerated, But in the meantime strong

government action is required to lead the
way. Government at all levels must have
the will to initiate and sustain
programmes of reform to further the
interests and independence of
handicapped people. These reforms must
be actively promoted and pursued to
compensate for many past years of
neglect and to overcome negative and
paternalistic attitudes from both inside
and outside the administrations

"“There has been a long history of failure
by governments to develop the services
needed by people with intellectual
handicaps and their families. The result of
discriminatory actions by individuals and
the failure of public policy to make
adequate provision for their needs and
aspirations has been to render people
with intellectual handicaps virtually
second-class citizens and arguably the
most impoverished and under-privileged
group of people in our society!

The United Nations Declaration of the
Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons
(1971), says that ‘the intellectually
handicapped person has the same rights
as other citizens of the same country and
the same age. However, these rights are
useless unless sequential steps are taken
in the right direction. Sometimes the
deficiencies are hidden under a false
assumption that because they are served
that all are treated justly’”

A long personal fight

“I wrote to Mr. L. J. Ferguson, then
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, about
the problems confronting the
intellectually handicapped. In his reply
dated February 1974, he said, 'l agree
these people have the right to better
educational facilities, proper behavioural

pattern programming towards
recruitment opportunities for career
employment and, above all, acceptance
by the community as a whole.

“The former Leader of the
Parliamentary Labor Party, Mr. P. D. Hills,
M.L.A., just prior to the last State
elections told the people of New South
Wales that if the Labor Party was returned
to power a programme would be
established to provide for the complete
education and, where possible, full
capacity employment of the physically
and mentally handicapped. The
foregoing, of course, would require the
training of specialist remedial teachers
and the setting up of sheltered
workshops.

“The handicapped and mentally
retarded do need immediate assistance
and my Party shall continue to press this
laissez-faire Government irito realising
the present need.’

“I wrote in February 1979 to Mr. Kevin
Stewart, who replied, ‘The Health
Commission of New South Wales is
aware of the need to provide more
appropriate accommodation for
intellectually handicapped people and a
review of the needs of all regions has
been undertaken with a view to providing
such accommodation as soon as .
possible. You may be assured that the
needs of handicapped people will not be
overlooked when hospital staffing
priorities are being determined.” | wrote
again in 1980, to which he replied, ‘1 am
only too keenly aware of the needs of this
group for an adequate quality of
residential care and community support

services.!”

Continued on page 4

They need a miracle too.

You can help make that
miracle happen.

Join the World Vision 40 Hour
Famine. Don't let him die.

Phone the Famine Hotline or
post this coupon today.

Participant:

(] school or Group Organizer:

Please Print
Mr/Mrs
Miss/Ms

Ag:t' funder 18)
Alidress ——
I Postcode_ == Phone

l Name of church/school/group

I Gifts are tax deductible

The miracle of the loaves and fishes
fed five thousand hungry people

Today, millions of people are hungry.

I want to be in the 40 Hour Famine. Please send me a participant's kit

I'll organize the 40 Hour Famine at my church, school or group. (Fill in below)
| estimate persons will be participants

== + 1

L | cannot fast but I'll give § someone else won't starve

WORLD | VISION

_Hour Famine;

GPO Box 9944, in your capital city l

Phone the Famine hotline now: SYDNEY 267 9011 '
CANBERRA 54 2882 NEWCASTLE 68 2363 WOLLONGONG 29 4735

P03 148

L_-_-—----------
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Not sick — just slow — continued

“Change the law”

The present Mental Health Act groups
the retarded with those having
psychiatric illni2sses. The problem is quite
different. Their care, treatment and
training are quite different. Mental illness
usually means «ome abnormal behaviour
and thought pa‘terns, and often can be
recovered from Intellectual handicap
means slowne<s in mental processes, and
is there for life The former needs nursing
care and skill; the latter, training in life
skills and for simple work, so that to the
best of their ability they take their place
in the community. They do not need
hospitalisation, nor does the community
need protection against them

“A new Mental Health Biil has been
prepared and is shortly to be introduced
in State Parliament but despite continued
requests to have it made available to
workers in the field, its contents are
unknown. Itis feared by some that it will
preserve the present arrangement

‘Submissions for required changes
have been made by the N.SW. Council
for the Mentally Handicapped, and other
related groups. Rydalmere Hospital's
Parents and Friends Association wrote to
Parliamentarians

‘I understand that both a new
Community Welfare Bill and a new
Mental Health Bill are likely to be
introduced into the House in the next
Session of the Parliament, and that these
Bills will include sections relating to the
provision of services for the mentally
handicapped. The main inclusions !
believe you should be looking for are —

1. That any proposed legislation affecting
the mentally handicapped must
include, a preface acknowledging and
acdepting the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Disabled

Persons

~

That new legislation must include a
definition of a “mentally handicapped
person”. No such definition is included
in the present Mental Health Act, which
only defines “mental illness”

That new legislation must provide for
an extension of guardinaship
responsibilities by parents or other
caring party beyond the age of 18 as
the handicapped person would benefit
from such extension. As the law stands

at present, parents do not have the
right to guardianship responsibilities
for their institutionalised handicapped
children once they have passed the age
of 18, even where such adult children
obviously need continuing supervision
and care,

N

That new legislation should separate
the powers and the responsibilities of
any State Minister, particularly in
respect of any form of guardianship.
Responsibility to provide service
should be spelt out in detail and
should include accountability
measures in respec t of such service
responsibilities

This contention is backed up by the
Anti-Discrimination Board Report

which states: ‘The main problem with
the Mental Health Act (for intellectually
handicapped people) is its confustion
of the two quite distince conditions of
mental iliness and intellectual
handicap. This has led to inappropriate
treatment of intellectually handicapped
people in the mental health system. We
recommend that all legislation, and
particularly the Mental He alth Act, be
amended so that intellectually
handicapped and mentally ill people
are dealt with separately and distinctly;
and that a Guardianship Board for
intellectually handicapped people be
established in New South Wales

The two-faced Christian attitude

Early in the 16th Century, Paracelsus, a
Swiss physician, wrote an extended
treatise on ‘fools’. Aiming to establish
their full humanity, he proposed a
fundamental Christian argument that
man'’s wisdom is nothing before God,
and that all of us in our wisdom are like
the fools. He who redeemed the
intelligent one, also redeemed the fool.
He saw fools as simply one aspect of the
way the whole of mankind has lost God's
image.

“St. Augustine, on the other hand, had
the notion that ‘idiots’ are a onsequence
of the evils of mankind; and Luther
believed that the devil stole the human
(handicapped) child and then substituted
himself for it, and recommended killing
them

“Reform in the 19th and early 20th
centuries have left us the legacies of the
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institutional model, and hence its
ultimate failure”

The truth about intellectual
handicap
The scope of the problem

At least 3% of any given population is
born with an intellectual handicap to
some extent. In America, about one in ten
families have a mentally handicapped
member.

“60% of the disabled are intellectually
handicapped. 75% of these are in the mild
to moderate range of disability and don’t
need medical care, and yet are treated as
having the same disabilities as the more
severely affected, most of whom are in
any case better off kept at home, with
extra care. All are now in hospital, where
‘treatment’ is custodial and not training-
orientated.”

Their potential

"As individuals gradually learn to grow
when given opportunity and
encouragement, progress towards
indenendent living is possible throughout
life for retarded persons,” wrote Jean in
her submission.

“Early identification and training can
result in a child aged five being able to
join normal classes. Older intellectually
handicapped people can be trained to
take their place in the community: they
can be taught skills such as housekeeping
as well as simple jobs that lead to
permanent employment. The present
situation stifles their potential, keeps
them dependant for life on institutions,
and costs a fortune to keep them.

“After 30 years in an institution, one
intellectually handicapped man in the
U.S.A. was trained in a group home in the
ENCORE project, and subsequently got a
job as a dishwasher, and is leading a
normal life, and paying off his own home.
They can be absorbed into many such
jobs, and it’s unjust that they’re not
offered them.”

The Careforce project

"Most of the intellectually handicapped
have no appropriate home if their family
is unable to keep them,

“In East Nebraska, a scheme called
ENCORE has been established, in which a
core training cottage is formed of 6 to 8
mentally handicapped, plus staff. it is a
home. From it, they leave for daily work
in a (sheltered) workshop, and in the
evenings and on Saturday mornings learn
‘basic living' skills: basic literacy,
budgetting, cooking, nutrition, personal
care and grooming, the use of transport,
phones, and other community facilities.

"“The scheme aims at not whole of life
care, but to teach some degree of
independancy and intergration into the
community. Some will be able to move
into flats, some will reach only semi-
independency. The aim is that they move
on and out of the cottage when they are

ready — after six months, or one or five
years. Then there is room for others to
take their place and to learn basic life
skills.

“Careforce hopes to run such schemes
here; and | was appointed to start a pilot
cottage for Sydney’s inner western
region.

“But HMS — and Careforce — has
insufficient funds, and is considering
shelving the project. | estimated that it
would cost $250,000 to set up the first
core house, with the most suitable
facilities of bedrooms for 6 to 8 persons
plus a flat for a live-in social educator,
and to meet that person’s wage, and in
the early stages that of a domestic helper.

"I have written a submission to the
Federal Government for aid, and hope
that they will fund at a 4:1. Thus, we need
to find $50,000. Careforce has $5,000.

"I have now requested a Housing
Commission house, which would be
smaller and less suitable — but much
cheaper.

Needed: action

"I feel very isolated, and want the
support of other Christians — their
interest, their prayers, and their help to
get the project started. Politicians and the
community at large need to be interested
in this cause.

""We can no longer be allowed to do
nothing, when we know the needs. | read
recently in a social welfare paper: ‘The
Do-nothings become the nadir of
immorality which revives Edmund Burke's
statement, “evil only triumphs when
good men stand by and do nothing”! "

Informers infiltrate
Romanian churches

Baptists in Romania told British Weekly
that pressure against them is intensifying.
They say that previously it was known
that the ratio of believers to informers
was 10 to one. The ratio has now
increased to three to one.

Every Monday morning pastors are
required to submit to the local Ministry of
cults office a written report on the
weekend church activities including the
essence of sermons preached, whether
there were any visitors and who they
were, and if there were any new
Romanian converts to Christianity.

Some pastors have refused to do this
and a few have lost their licences.

There are fears that disenchantment
with the Baptist Union and interference
from authorities may create a situation
similar to that in the Soviet Union. There
a Baptist movement known as the
unregistered church severed all ties with
the government-sanctioned body.

Warm welcome for Australian
church leaders from “post-
denominational! church” in

China

Mr. Hsu, Mr. Hua and Pastor Ling with group at Sun Yat Sen Mausoleum. (L to R) Mr. Hsu,

Ms. Jill Tabart, Canon Kevin Curnow, Rev. Bernie Clarke, Bishop John Lewis, Mr. Graeme
Chapman, Mr. Hua, Bishop Gabriel Gibran, Ms, Jean Skuse, Pastor Ling.

ACC Photo

A warm welcome and the deep joy of being able to meet and share with Christians from
afar greeted the nine Australian Church leaders on the recent history making, first
Australian Church visit to China, reports the Australian Council of Churches.

“We found a Church which is very

much alive, full of enthusiasm and full of
the joy of being able to meet together for
worship” is how ACC General Secretary
Jean Skuse described her first
impressions on return to Sydney on May
6. =

The 9-member team representing five
Australian denominations and led by
ACLC. President, Orthodox Bishop
Gabriel Gibran visited China on the
invitation of the China Christian Council
and the Three Self Patriotic Movement for
14 days from April 20 to May 4. They
visited Shanghai, Nanjing, Beijing and
Guangzhou (Canton).

For Anglican Bishop John Lewis of
North Queensland, there were four key
learnings from his experience of the
Church in China:

“Firstly, the Church is biblically based.
The Bible is absolutely fundamental,

“Secondly, the Church has a certain
friendliness about it which we don't
always have,

"Thirdly, the church has overcome the
sort of cultural barriers that we have
locked into our Church life which in a
way keeps the Church apart. Instead of
the Church being something that is
creating harmony, quite often it can
enhance divisions.

“And finally, they have shown that
Christianity is a religion which can help
people be very ‘whole’ people in their
own right wherever they are and
whatever their culture happens to be/”

In their Sydney airport press
conference, several team members made
reference to the earnest attempt by the
Chinese Christians to become the
Church in China,

“They refer to the Church in China as
being ‘post denominational’”” explained
Jean Skuse, “meaning that they are not
hung-up on the old denominational
problems. Pastors have mutual respect
for each other and their past traditions/’

Resent Bible Smuggling

Another common insight to emerge in
the teams press conference comments
was the extreme patriotism of the
Chinese people and the Chinese
Christians,

“You cannot tell the Chinese people
what to do in China,” commented Bishop
Lewis.

“The Christians made it clear that they
resent people from outside China feeling
that they know what the Church in China
wants or needs,” explained the Rev.
Bernie Clarke, the Associate Secretary of

the Uniting Church Commission for
World Mission.

“They are very clear about their
understanding of themselves as a Chinese
Church and part of the Chinese
community,” he said. “They are keen to
develop friendships with Churches
outside China but those who would
interfere in the domestic life of the
Church in China are not welcome,” he
continued.

“And Bible smuggling is the kind of
interference they don’t want,’ concluded
Mr. Clarke

"They are quite capable of buying their
own blessed Bibles,” added Bishop Lewis.
“This hand-out stuff doesn’t go down
well. They don't like being treated as
poverty stricken and in need of hand-
outs. China is a country with vast
resources,” he said.

Relations with the communists

Christians in China have only been
allowed to worship in public and to
reopen the Churches in the past 2 to 3
years. This is the first visit of the ACC.
team to China since the demise of the
Gang of Four. Thus for the team, the
relationship between the Church and the
State was of particular interest.

“From all the conversations | had with
Christians, | gained the impression that
the Christians are solidly behind Deng
Xiao Ping”, commented Clayton Bredt.
“They think of the current hierarchy as
‘their team’,” he continued, “the
Christians are happy with the idea of a
Government which is religiously neutral
he said.

“In fact the Government is bending
over backwards to provide paper for the
publishing needs of the Churches and
providing the materials and skilled
craftsmen for the rebuilding and
renovating of the Churches,” continued
Mr. Bredt.

Sydney team member Mrs. Jean
Gledhill, a lecturer in communications at
the Kuringai C.A.E., added her
observation that the Christians had learnt
to trust the communists as they sought to
help fellow Chinese people. For Mrs.
Gledhill, China can be called a just
society. Bishop Lewis saw an element of
utopia in China in that practically
everybody has a job — even the disabled
and the blind.

“Lots of the things you hear about
China are simply not true. It's not a
restricted, limited society at all. It's a
remarkably friendly, tolerant and in some
ways almost easy going,” said Bishop
Lewis.

WHAT A WEIRLD

God and
Caesar

This week | finally got to see Chariots of
Fire, the film | had heard and read so
much about. Our children had seen it,
and we were all surprised and delighted
when it won the top Academy Award. It
seemed astonishing in this age that the
award should go to a clean-cut film
which features as a major theme a
Christian man honouring God above
athletic glory

| was not disappointed. The portrayal
of Eric Lidde!i showed no hint of scorn or
patronage for his insistence that not even
for Great Britain’s honour could he betray
his God by running the 1924 Olympic
Games 100 metres heat on a Sunday
When the Prince of Wales and the British
Olympic committee sought to make him
change his mind, his refusal came
through with attractive dignity, not as
priggish piety

It is marvellous that the scriptwriters
resisted the temptation to make him a
prig. But the story is a true one, and those
who had known the real Liddell were
there to advise the film-makers. So we
can thank God all over again that then
and now it’s true that “them that honour
Me, | will honour”, and Eric Liddell’s
faithful witness lives on in the film.

The character of Abrahams the Jewish
runner dominates the film more strongly
He is tormented and complex, lacking the
joyous singlemindedness of running for
God that Liddell showed. But he too
engages our sympathies

In technical aspects, we found the film
visually beautiful, and loved its music, but
thought there was a somewhat excessive
use of slow motion that made it at times
appear mannered and “arty”’.

A Christian Manifesto

Also this week | have read A Christian
Manifesto, a new book by Francis
Schaeffer, (published by Crossway Books,
Westchester, lllinois. $5.95), and was
struck by the correspondence between

“its theme and that illustrated by Liddell’s
story in Chariots of Fire. Schaeffer writes:

““When Jesus says in Matthew 22:21:
‘Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to
God what is God's/ it is not:

GOD and CAESAR
It was, is, and it always will be:
GOD
and
CAESAR
The civil government, as all of life, stands
under the Law of God.” (P. 90)

When it directly contravenes God's
Law, as clearly expressed in the Bible, Dr.
Schaeffer reasons that Christians must
attempt to dissuade it by reason, or,
failing that, by disobedience or

Lesley Hicks

resistance, much as some of the early
Christians defied the decrees of Caesar
when they required that they worship
him. The time comes for “not obeying
the laws that are contrary to the laws of
God, even if it means that you're thrown
to the lions”, he says

Civil disobedience
The clash is clearly present now in
Soviet Russia. A typical issue is the ban on
the Christian teaching of children, and
the labour camps take the place of the
lions

Eric Liddell understood the principle
clearly, and was prepared to sacrifice all
his training and his joy in running. The
keeping of the Lord’s day has virtually
ceased to be an issue on which Christians
are now prepared to take a stand for
God, and this perhaps weakens our
credibility, if the things for which we
stand change according to evangelical
fashions

There is a difference between issues
affecting only the individual Christian and
the Church, such as freedom to worship,
or to educate children in a Christian
framework, and issues on which
Christians take a stand not only for
themselves, but for others, and the
welfare of society as a whole. If Christians
have their way in some of these issues
such as abortion, or pornography or
prostitution, they would be restricting the
freedom of others to sin

When German Christians defied the
law to defend the Jews or the
handicapped (as too few of them did),
they were putting God before Caesar to
their own grave risk. Because itis a
sanctity of life issue, Schaeffer sees
abortion in the same category. It is
something which Christians might
appropriately oppose even at the risk of
jail, in the hope of saving prenatal lives.
“A Christian Manifesto” should stir us up
to some hard thinking, perhaps with
considerable argument. | hope to devote
my next column to some further
consideration of it.

APOLOGY

We apologise for the gremlins which
produced six question marks following the
reference to the excellent films produced by
Word Incorporated featuring American
paediatrician and psychologist Dr. James
Dobson. As the context would make clear, the
films were being highly commended with no
query at all about their excellence.

Romania allows legal imports of

500 Bibles

Romanian authorities have approved the
legal import of 500 Romanian-language
Bibles, according to the West German
publication Idea. The Covenant of Free
Evangelical Churches told Idea that an
agreement was reached following a visit
to Romania by Dr. Siegfried Meurer of

Stuttgart. Meurer is general secretary of
the German Bible Society. The Bibles are
to be delivered to the 44,000-member
Brethren church in Romania.

Wetzlar, West Germany (EWNS)

BILL WORNER PTY. LTD.
Mittagong

Phone (048) 711044

Sells and agents for Mazda and Volkswagens — Sales and Services
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competitive

(No alcohol allowed on the premises)

Phone: 519 2328

MOORE THEOLOGICAL
COLLEGE AS A CONFERENCE
CENTRE

* We have our facilities available for your next conference or meeting
* We can provide you with a choice of rooms to seat up to 300 people.

* We offer our top class catering service at reasonable prices, as well as a
variety of menus from which to choose.

* We are close to the city and public transport, either bus or train.
* Ring us for a free quote and you will be surprised to find our rates so

* Overhead projector, P.A. system, etc. available

Enquiries to: The Bursar, Moore Theological College,
1 King Street, Newtown 2042

suitable for your group

about these properties

PLANNING YOUR '83 HOUSEPARTY? CONFERENCE? CAMP?

The Anglican Youth Department operates seven centres one of which is sure to be

RATHANE, TELFORD, DEER PARK AND CHALDERCOT: Less than one hour's drive
from the City, these Centres are located on the picturesque shores of Port Hacking,
surrounded by the natural bushland of the Royal National Park. If you are looking
for a site with a relaxed, peaceful atmosphere with good facilities then enquire

CAMIRA CONFERENCE CENTRE AND NAMBUCCA LODGE: at Gerroa overlooking
beautiful Seven Mile Beach and surrounded by recreational facilities. Both centres
offer a high standard of accommodation and can be booked together or separately.
BLUE GUM LODGE: is a modern fully self-contained centre at Springwood, set on
9 acres and surrounded by natural bushiand. The recreational facilities include a
swimming pool and tennis court which converts to mini tennis and volley ball
All our properties have friendly Christian staff

CONTACT LOUISE WHITE NOW FOR MORE DETAILS ON: (02) 269 0642 ext. 328

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL

(Deaconess Institution)

EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH
River Road, Greenwich

These hospitals (320 beds) undertake
specialised medical and nursing care of
chronically ill patients of any age
nationality or religious faith

These hospitals are co-operating with
certain generai hospitals in the
retraining of eligible patients to return to
their normal environment (home, etc)
Your help is urgently needed for our
immediate and future needs, including
the rehabilitation units at each hospital

PLEASE REMEMBER THE HOSPITAL
INYOURWILL

All donations over $2 are allowable
deductions for income tax purposes
For turther information phone or write to
Box 124, Post Office Petersham
NSW, 2049
Telephone: 560 3866

FRANK AKEHURST

The National Building
Suite 1, 6th Floor

250 Pitt St., Sydney 2000

ecialist in high quality handcrafted
ewellery
FIRST IN SYDNEY
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<X PHONE 264 6368

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little

19 Barden Street,
Arncliffe 2205

Phone: 599 7348
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< 3/5 Richmond Road, Flemington
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REMOVALS

ma r Large

| STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and Reliable

SMITH OWENS SERVICE

9 PIONEER AVE., THORNLEIGH
| Phone: 84 6467
| A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

i
:
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CLASSIFIE

Interstate Services

PERTH: St Alban’s

Rector: Rev. David B

423 Bea Street, Service: 9.30 am
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e rent two-bedroom
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n

ontemplating retiring to
mountuins. Apply Advertiser, 6 Burns Road, Wahroonga 2076

Accommodation Needed

RELIABLE Christian couple seeking to care for a home at low
rent while owners away/overseas 6 months or longer within
hour drive of Brookvale if possible. Phone 981 4068

This service to reade a form of Iree advertising. A person

I anything can place a free advertisement

wishing o buy or sell
f up 1o three line:
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ossful, the advertiser is asked to

pay The Church Re r cent of the value of the sale
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The Church Record office what is owing

WOOD COFFILL
FUNERALS
Phones:
Metropolitan (All Branches) 80 0396
Katoomba 82 2411

6 — AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, MAY 31

FOR SALE: Baldwin electronic organ two keyboards twenty-
five note detachable pedals and bench excellent condition
$4000 o.n.0. Phone Five Dock 713 9915

TO BUY: A Concise Dictionary of Christian Mission, edited by
Stephen Neill —
ple

for teaching purposes, if able to assist
e telephone (02) 516 2016

FOR SALE: Kodak Tele-Ektralite camera and one Tasco

microscope 1000X. 53 5370,

, 1982 :

BOOK REVIEWS

J :
“Get Me Going Lord — some
attempts at praying”
Graham W. Hardy
Hodder & Stoughton

Graham Hardy, (minister of St Stephen’s
Uniting Church, Macquarie Street,
Sydney) is well known to all who listen to
2CH and 2CBA-FM for his concise

‘chats". This little paperback (160 pages)
has 14 sections on prayer

Showing the value of his extensive
Ministry these “conversations with God"’
cover such areas as “Learning to Pray” -
where Mr. Hardy deals with various
problems such as “I don’t know where to
begin”, "Wandering Thoughts” or in the
section entitled “Help me Lord” the
heartfelt cry of “I am lonely”, “I'm
worried”, “l can’t relax” is ejaculated in
prayer.

I lent this book to a person who has
suffered a great deal, her response was, I
can see a lot of me in this”. For those
who are spiritually dry or emotionally or
physically worn the book would be a
help.

The newly elected Arc hbishop, when
asked what was the greatest problem
facing the church in the future rightly
commented, “How to interpret the
Scriptures”

The greatest weakness of Mr. Hardy’s
book is in this area. | would be inclined
to use the prayers but at times pay no
heed to the texts preceding each prayer
for they are not always faithful to their
context in Sc ripture

David Tyndall

“Beyond Heartache”

Margaret Johnson
Zondervan Publishing House

Paul exhorts his readers to “mourn with
those who mourn” (Romans 12:15) and to
““carry each other’s burden” (Gal. 6:2)

The perplexing questions we often ask
ourselves are “what can we do” or “what
can | say” or “I have never been through
the experience my friend is suffering".

The results of living in a fallen world is
that we all must suffer at some time or
another. Yet some aspects of suffering by
the providence of God may never come
our way. Thus we cannot truthfully say to

our grieving friend “I know how you
feel”.

Many people who have not had a great
deal of suffering in their own or the lives
of their families are called upon to
minister to those whio are suffering. How
can they get a glimpse of what their
bereft friends are feeling?

Margaret Johnson’s 18 year old
daughter was killed in a car smash. She
wrote a best selling book “18 — No Time
to Waste”. Since then she has written
other books “Chocolate Malts and Nickel
Sodas”; “Home before Dark” and has a
growing ministry to hurting people.

“Beyond Heartache” is a collection of
stories about people who hurt. In it you
will meet Mike the “classic” prodigal son
who stormed out of his parents’ home
one evening and was not heard from for
five years.

You can read of the heartache suffered
by Barbara the mother of a homosexual
son, and Trudi the girl who gave up her
child after being raped and who asks the
soul wrenching question to which she
will not know the answer in this life, “Will
I see my child in heaven?”

I do not beseech you to become
voyeurs of other people's sufferings but if
we are to exercise a ministry to one
another, especially in times of difficulty |
encourage you to read this book.

Margaret Johnson writes imaginatively,
interestingly and sensitively but above all
with a strong faith in the sovereignty of
God. At times wrong texts are used to
support Biblical tenets but basically it is a
very helpful book.

The book contains eleven chapters and
21 principal characters. Each chapter is
complete in itself. It may be best to read
the book in intervals

Having walked the road of many of the
principal characters | would crusade for
this book to be mandatory reading for
every theological student and others who
exercise a ministry of teaching, preaching,
and pastoring those who suffer loss

David Tyndall

Studies of key Bible themes

God’s Words

J. L. Packer
1V.P.

This book takes key words from the Bible
and spells out in a practical way some of
the main thoughts linked with them,

Itis as well that you can't tell this book
by its cover — which is most unattractive.
50 oo, is the butcher’s paper on which
the book is printed,

Those who know J. I. Packer’s writings
will look beyond the external blemishes
and find the solid biblical material which
characterises the author,

Seventeen key Bible words are chosen
and dealt with thematically from both
Old and New Testaments. These include
such words as Flection, Mortify, The Lord,
Fellowship, etc.

Each chapter would provide an
excellent Bible Study or provide the
preacher basic material for a series of
doctrinal sermons,

All Packer’s writings are worth buying
and God's Words is no exc eption.

A useful reference book for serious
Bible Study.

Philip N. Oliver
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T UNDERSTAND EACH “* THER

Time: to be used or wasted?

Time is a precious commodity, but time-
pressure can become an intolerable
problem for many of us. It can be argued
that at the heart of many human
relationship difficulties is lack of time. We
know we need time together if our family
relationships are to be satisfying but it
isn’t always possible to find the right
amount of time. Even if we have it there
is no guarantee that we will use it well.

In some respects we have more time
available at this point in our history than
ever before. Work from sun-up to sun-
down, six days a week, characterised
Australia’s agricultural economy in earlier
days. Correspondingly, in the industrial
sector 12 hour days, six days a week were
common work demands. Today such
expectations have disappeared and
further changes are likely in the near
future. We have less time taken up in
pursuing our paid employment than in
earlier times.

It follows that we should be able to
spend more time enjoying our
relationships but there is little evidence
that this is actually happening. There are
many factors which hinder this process,
To mention just a few: People living in
outer suburbs are having to spend more
time travelling to their place of
employment. Economic pressures are
forcing people to work more overtime (if
it is available) or to take on second jobs
There are greater demands upon us
arising from those who have an interest
in taking a larger slice of our leisure time
— clubs and hotels, sporting activities,
cinemas and so on, However, the greatest
hindrance can be our attitude towards
time.

One couple who were receiving
marriage counselling discovered these

facts the hard way. Their relationship had
been stressed for a long time because the
husband had been holding down two
jobs. They hardly ever saw each other
and recognised the need to change their
routines and attitudes. The husband
stopped working at two jobs. He was
fortunate that he was able to find a new
job which paid better for fewer hours
But their relationship did not improve
despite these changes.

The wife commented: “Once | never
saw him because he was at work most of
the time. Now, | still don’t see him — he's
either jogging, drinking at the club,
watching football with his mates or
working on his car!” The husband
rejoined: “I do those things to escape
from the dumb and boring things you
and the kids want me to do!” Clearly, this
couple still had a lot of work to do on
their use of time. They had more of it but
were not using it in mutually helpful
ways.

We need more time together and we
can probably make more time available if
we really want to. We need to assess our
priorities, but it is just as important to
acquire constructive attitudes towards
the use of that time. This raises a set of
questions which all family members will
need to explore
(1) When shall such time be put aside? It
is possible for a husband to decide that
he needs more time with his wife. He
might take a flexi-day in order to do so
without consulting his wife. The result is
that he interferes with his wife's routine
and unwittingly creates a conflict for her
She wants to spend more time with her
husband but his timing is out and his
well-intentioned plans result in
aggravation, These kinds of plans need to

be carefully talked out. The needs and
interests of both parties need to be taken
into consideration.

This kind of issue is not confined to the
marital relationship. Well-intentioned
parents can decide to spend more time
with their children but can frustrate their
children if they fail to consult them.
Children need time to play with their
friends, to play sport or to pursue some
other activity which interests them. It is
more helpful to work around these needs
rather than to insensitively deprive the
children of time with others which is
important to them.

(2) With whom shall the time be spent?
In my earlier example the husband found
more leisure time by resigning from his
second job. The newly found time failed
to benefit his marriage because he didn't
increase the time spent with his wife at
all. Even if he had soent more time with
his children it wouldn’t have helped the
marital relationship very much. One thing
needed to happen more than anything
else — he needed to spend time with his
wife,

Again, it is a matter of working out our
priorities. We need to spend some of our
time meeting our own needs, either
relaxing, learning or pursuing some other
activity which we enjoy. But, if we value
our relationships we need to spend time
in those relationships. Talking, listening,
watching and sharing activities together
makes it possible to enjoy our
relationships,

Our society today is placing a great
deal of value on parents and children
spending time together in recreation and
entertainment. This is helpful and correct,
but we need to recognise the need for
husband and wife to have their special
times together as well. There are many
marriages which have failed even though

the parent-child relationships are in
excellent shape. All the effort has been
expended for the benefit of the children
to the neglect of the marriage. Such
marriages face enormous pressures when
the children grow older and leave home
(3) To what purposes shall the time be
put? This is a simple but important
question. It concerns the kinds of
activities which might be entered into
and the kinds of goals which they might
serve. Time can be wasted. The activities
might not be mutually pleasing and they
might lead to frustration and resentment
rather than the enhancement of the
relationship

It is important for all family members to
feel free to have their say. for all
viewpoints to be respected. For all
members to be sensitive to the needs of
one another. Fair and friendly family
conferences should be able to protect
the needs of all members as long as
flexibility and mutual concern are high
priorities.
(4) What are the special responsibilities
of Christians in this matter? | began by,
noting that time is a precious commodity
Itis life itself and it is a gift of God
Christians can all too easily become so
committed to church and community
activities that they fail to use a proper
proportion of that time for their
relationships. Using our time properly is
an important aspect of our commitment
to God. We need to use it in a way that
honours God

We need to distinguish between
insensitive and unreasonable human
demands and the call that God makes
upon us. We need God's guidance, for we
cannot assume that our instincts in this
matter are entirely reliable! It is this
fundamental attitude which ought to
permeate our exploration and resolution

of the first three questions

Dr. Alan Craddock

More Books

Alone with God — a manual of
Biblical Meditation

Campell McAlpine (Bethany Feliowship,
Minneapolis 1981) $4.95 Pb 184 pp.
(Also published in England as The
Practice of Biblical Meditation, Marshall
Morgan and Scott, London, 1981)

McAlpine set out to give us a “manual . . .
written without any claim to literary
expertise, or a desire to be known as an
"“author”, but because of a very clear
direction by God to put in writing some
of the principles of biblical meditation”. It
is, therefore, a most dangerous book. On
a number of occasions we are given
examples of how God has spoken to him
or others he has known, giving directions
about this kind of meditation (Preface,
Introduction, pp 35, 57, 90, etc.)

The book is divided into two parts,
Premeditation and Meditation, with 26
chapters, moving through such things as
Its need, Its purpose, Its means,
definition, promises and blessings, then
giving a demonstration and helps to
begin, and continue in meditation. The
first four chapters contain some useful
basic principles on knowing God, the
Bible, the need for growth. However, the
unqualified inclusion of The New World
Translation (extensively used by the
Jehovah Witriesses) in a list of modern
translations when other more orthodox
translations are left out, is most
unfortunate (p 22).

I'he method of exegesis used is most
unbiblical. From Chapter 5 onwards Bible
passages are so “spiritualised” that they
lose their meaning entirely. In Chapter 6,

for example, the incident where Samuel
went up to Bethlehem to anoint David as
King, is used to show us how we
meditate. We are urged “Never go to
Bethlehem without the oil . .. When our
lives are like that horn, open-ended to
heaven, filled with the Holy Spirit, then
we will know what it is to be taught of
the Lord, to be Bethiehemites in the
house of bread” (p 40). (Bethlehem
means “house of bread”, he tells us and
then proceeds to make much of this fact
-—and many similarly).

Itis a most dangerous book, also
because Hebrews 1:1is taken completely
out of context to prove that this system
of meditation is God's way of speaking
“in such a variety of ways”. The Bible is
God's Word but the way McAlpine takes
it, itis an incomplete word needing
continued special revelation to each
individual.

I would recommend we stay with
present methods of bible study and apply
discipline in meditating on what God's
word really does say, rather than getting
some fanciful notion and calling it “God
speaking to me”, Stay with your Scripture
Union or Navigators methods, or try
them if you are having difficulties with
other “systems”.

Norman L. Fagg

1. CAIRNS AND THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
Magpnetic Islands, Atherton Tablelands, etc

Marbles, Coober Pedy, etc.,

group of inter

EN

Coonabarabran. Five days $220

o

6th November, 27th December, 1982
COLOURFUL COUNTRY TOURS

o

7. REGISTER NOW FOR 1983 TOURS
® DARWIN AND THE NORTH WEST COAST

ALL TOURS FEATURE

* Full luggage service at each Motel
* Interesting commentary by driver

* Good quality Motel accommodation
* Non-smoking coaches

* Christian crew on Christian tours
* Modern fleet of coaches

ADELAIDE AND SOUTH EASTERN AUSTRALIA
Shepparton, Murray Valley, Barossa Valley, Adelaide, Great Ocean Road, Melbourne and Princes
Highway. Features also Fairy Penguin Parade at Phillip Island. $733. Departs 11th September,

GOLDEN WEST TOURS
COACH HOLIDAYS

Including overnight stops on Daydream and

22 leisurely days, departs 18th June, 1982, $1,390

CENTRAL AUSTRALIA — Christian touring group, visiting all features such as Ayers Rock, Devil's
as well as calling in to visit Bush Church Aid Society folk along the
way such as Winton, Coober Pedy, Tarcoola, Port Augusta, Broken Hill and Wilcannia. Motel
accommodation, picnic lunches. Inclusive fare $1,310. Departs July 1st

TASMANIA — Featuring the Centenary of the West Coast and Zeehan. Another Christian Touring
st to BCA supporters, as well as a comprehensive coach tour of the "“Apple Isle
Features two berth cabins on Empress of Australia. Departs 23rd November: $1,185

LIGHTNING RIDGE AND WARRUMBUNGLE MOUNTAINS -
Sydney 22nd October, including Dubbo, The Ridge (two nights) Warrumbungle Mountains and

A nice short mini holiday, departing

14 Day Coach tour including Beechworth

In the peak of Springtime. Rail-Coach Tours that include
Melbourne, Beechworth, Bright, Tumut, Canberra, Orange and Bathurst. Departs September
25th, October 1st. Features journey to or from Melbourne on Southern Aurora. $440

— PLANNED FOR BCA SUPPORTERS July 1983
@ NEW GUINEA — 14 Days designed for the

1983 May School vacation

g
LR
m———

GOLDEN WEST TOURS
283 MAIN STREET, KATOOMBA 2780
Phone (047) 82 1866

Licensed Travel Agent B220 — Licensed Tour Operator 6629

Evangelism Explosion grows

The rapid growth of the ministry of
Evangelism Explosion in Australia was
demonstrated recently by the attendance
of 50 Ministers and Church delegates at a
Leadership Clinic held at Mortdale Baptist
Church in Sydney. Participants included
representatives from Anglican, Baptist,
Reformed and Uniting Churches and the
Salvation Army. All present tell of a new
enthusiasm for evangelism, and a new
confidence to go back to their churches
and use this unique and sensitive ministry
to enable them to train others to share
with them in the task of sharing the
Gospel effectively in their communities.

Local church central

Many present were impressed with the
emphasis on the centrality of the local
Church in evangelistic strategy, and were
convinced that they had at last found “a
track to run on” which showed them
where to start, where they were going,
and above all, how to gently lead another

person to faith in Christ. It was a real
revelation to discover that it could be
mastered by ordinary Christians in their
congregations.

More caught than taught

One of the exciting emphases of
Evangelism Explosion is that the skill of
sharing one’s faith is “more caught than
taught”, and many found the exprience
of observing another “EE-trained”
Christian share his or her faith in the
homes of people round about a very
moving and enlightening experience
Some participants expressed surprise at
the discovery that once the basic skill was
mastered a wonderful flexibility of
presentation was achieved which, while
maintaining a logical presentation which
was loyal to the Scriptures, was not only
sensitive to the needs of the seeker but
expressive of the personality of the
evangelist as well.

This Clinic was the first of many which
have been held in Australia since 1977
where both the teachers were
Australians, Mr. Rod Story from St.
Stephen’s, Coorparoo, Brisbane, who is
the National Training Co-ordinator for
Evangelism Explosion (Australia), was
assisted by the Rev. Canon Reg. Hanlon
from St. Mark’s, West Wollongong, during
the intensive five days of training.

The whole Clinic was characterised by
amarvellous sense of unity which flowed
naturally from seeking together to be
better equipped to carry out the Great
Commission.

Further training

Further Clinics were planned for St.
Paul’s, Wahroonga, September 24-29, and
St. Mark’s, West Wollongong, October
15-20 this year. It is hoped that a base for
training will be opened in Melbourne in

1983.
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Desert Church grows on new
translation

Ken Hansen with Pintupi language helpers at Kintore,

The last trital people to come out of the
Central Australian desert, leaving their
traditional way of life, are the first to
receive the New Testament in their own
language through Wycliffe Bible
Translators

On May 2, the Pintupi-Luritja New
Testament and abridged Old Testament
were dedicated at Papunya, N.T. At the
same time the first two Pintupi pastors
were ordained into the Lutheran Church

Wycliffe translators, Ken and Lesley
Hansen first moved to a camp west of
Papunya in 1966 to live with the Pintupis
Papunya is a settlement cared for by the
Finke River Mission, 175 km west of Alice
Springs

They lived in a small caravan with their
three small children for 15 years. Living
conditions were not easy and
interruptions frequent. Whenever a
person in camp died, or for some
ceremonial reason, everyone moved to
another site, often several miles away
This happened every three to six months
The Hansens, naturally, moved with
them

About 30 Pintupis were involved in the
language learning and translation process
over the years, It was a long exacting

|
|
|
|
|
|

process. “It would take about 14 hours to
translate and check just 10 verses of an
epistle,” said Mr. Hansen

When asked how the translated
scriptures were going to be used the
Hansens admitted there were only 30
adults able to read them of the 1,000
Pintupi-Luritja people

‘It is for this reason we are working
with the Finke River Mission to train
evangelists and run adult literacy classes,”
say the Hansens

Ken Hansen works mainly at Kintore,
some 500 km west of Alice Springs,
almost on the Western Australian border
Here, arocund 200 Pintupis have chosen to
return to their traditional tribal land,
mainly to get away from problems
associated with alcohol

The movement is primarily a Christian
one under the leadership of evangelist,
Smithy Tjampitjimpa

Seventy people are attending baptismal
classes and the Christians gather daily for
Bible study and singing. Already the
Pintupi-Luritja New Testament is proving
to be an important factor in a dramatic
new growth in the church in the Western
Desert

Archbishop of Sydn

The Archbishop of Sydney’s Winter
Appeal was launched by Archbishop
Donald Robinson on May 9
Disbursements have already been made
from contributions received since the
appeal was launched

In, 1981 a number of special projects
were undertaken with support from the
Winter Appeal in the parish of Mount
Druitt. One project helped with a holiday
program and more than a dozen families
benefited. Most were two-parent families
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The unknown Australia

The plight of Ethnic women workers

Sexual harrassment, loss of due
compensation, developing incurable
diseases and insults from bosses were
identified as common experiences for
migrant and refugee women in the
Australian workforce at a recent Sydney
conference.

Some 200 ethnic women from around
Australia met in March for the first
National Migrant and Refugee Women's
Speak-Out on employment and health
problems. Organised by the Australian
Council of Churches and Austcare, the
Speak-Out was opened by Mrs. Margaret
Whitlam and the Hon. Franca Arena MLC
gave the keynote address.

On the second day, several women
related their experiences at work.

First there was the Greek woman
undergoing psychiatric treatment and
with a broken marriage, as a result of
being raped at gunpoint by her boss.

Waorking in a factory at Richmond in
Victoria, she was threatened with the
sack¢f she did not accept a lift home
from her employer

On the way he attacked her but she
tontinued to work at his factory in
absolute terror for six weeks

Lack of confidence, both personal and
in the Australian legal system, and shame
on the family’s behalf, stopped her from
taking any action.

A Turkish woman, Mrs. Rukiye Savcigin,
described how she was sacked from a

Melbourne clothing factory when she
failed, along with all her fellow workers to
achieve the set quota.

Speaking through an interpreter, Mrs
Savcigin related how “the bosses think
we are just automatic machines, They are
using computers to evaluate our working
rate . . . the foremen are physically
standing over us and timing our working
rate”,

For Mrs. Savcigin her lack fo English put
her at a disadvantage to the bosses.
Although union officials had visited the
factory, the women did not seek the
union’s invovement because of their fear
of being sacked.

One woman at the factory injured her
hand by machining over her fingers. She
returned three days later and was
transferred from an automatic to a
manual machine.

“This is just one of the ways they

punish us,” said Mrs. Savcigin.

Although the organisers of the ‘Speak-
Out’ did not envisage that this
conference would adopt resolutions, it
being a chance for many women to tell of
their experiences for the first time, it
became obvious that the women wanted
to formulate resolutions

The three major areas of concern were
insufficient opportunities to learn English,
the lack of trade union support and the
inadequacy of childcare facilities,

Baptists convert a house

RISy,

gy "

Rev. Kevin Smi.tl!, the former pastor of the Gymea Baptist Church, with Mr. Will Mawby.
Mr. Mawby officially unveiled the nameboard, which he had made himself.

No. 6 Tea Gardens Avenue, Kirrawee will
never be the same again. Even its name
has been changed! It is now called “RAY
LEE HOUSE” — named after the previous
owner, Mr. Ray Lee, who left it to the
Gymea Baptist Church in his will,

Young and old alike have changed the

Photo: Ramon Williams

stairs into a ramp. Doorways have been
widened to accommodate wheel chairs.
The interior and exterior painted — all
because the church members care about
the community as a whole, which
includes the handicapped too!

Ramon Williams

Australian visit by two
South African women

Two South African women, Miss Daphne
Tshabalala and Mrs. Barbara Davies, will
visit Sydney and Melbourne under the
auspices of African Enterprise from May
15 to 25. They will speak about their
ministry among black children with
specific reference to the Bonginkosi
programme which provides food daily for
13,000 children at primary schools and
organises first aid assistance through
medical clinics.

Daphne and Barbara are both teachers
who have been working closely together
since 1971 in developing the feeding and
health care scheme known as Bonginkosi
(the Zulu word for “Praise the Lord”)

This began in Nichols primary school in
Edendale, a black township outside
Pietermaritzburg, where Daphne was the
headmistress, Barbara joined the African
Enterprise team in 1977 to establish a
follow-up and discipleship department
but since 1980 has been full-time director
of the Bonginkosi programme, which
combines evangelism with social action.
Fundamental to the scheme is the
principle of co-operation and seli-help.

The Bonginkosi programme seeks to
establish community centres to meet the
food, clothing and housing problems of
the destitute. In South Africa society
generally overlooks the vast needs of the
black children living in townships outside
the urban areas, where they are banned
from entering the cities where their
children must go to find employment.
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Argentine Christians unite in
prayer midst international
tension

On their return to Australia following
their recent visit to South America,
§.A.M.S. Chairman and Federal Secretary,
Mr. Brian Quinsey and the Rev. Greg
Blaxland, agreed tht one of the most
striking impressions received during their
visit was that of united prayer meetings
for peace and spiritual revival. This was
specially true in Argentina.

In Buenos Aires the S.A.M.5. Executives
met briefly with Bishop Ric hard Cutts
who told them of united meetings for
prayer in St. John's Anglican Cathedral
and other Christian church buildings.
These have been attended by Christians
of various denominations and also some
members of the Jewish Community.
Christians also attended prayers for
peace in the Jewish Synagogue — Bishop
Cutts said there had been a deep concern
and expression of unity among Christians
in the midst of international tension

Changes

In the Diocese of Northern Argentina
Bishop David Leake explained some of

the changes and difficulties facing the
Diocese following the temporary
withdrawal to Paraguay of almost all
English missionaries Speaking of these
missionaries he declared that “they are all
perfectly safe and have become involved
while there in projects organised by the
Paraguayan Anglican Churc h”. Bishop
Leake added, “We look forward to their
return once the uncertain future
becomes clearer’

He went on to say — “You will
understand that this inevitably places a
heavier load on those who remain, but
we thank God that the decision making
structures are in the hands of our
Argentine brethren including the
indigenous tribespeople”

Bishop Leake continued — "We are
most encouraged that the temporary
absence of expatriate missionary
personnel has proved to be the
opportunity for the tribespeople and
Argentine leaders to really assume
greater responsibilities in our work here
We are particularly grateful for our
Argentine national rissionaries who are
working with the tribespeople.”

Bishop Leake expressed his deep
gratitude to God for the fact that the Rev
Stephen Barrett of S.AM.5 Australasia
has been able to remain and continue his
vital ministry of Theological Education
especially among the Mataco people
Stephen will return to Sydney in August
to join his wife and family on furlough

Present situation

Latest information given to the Rev
Greg Blaxland indicates that of the
nineteen missionaries who withdrew to
Asuncion, nine have left for an early
furlough, the remaining ten are helping in
various ways in the local Anglican work
including evangelistic and pastoral
ministry. The experience of these
missionaries removed from their former
venue of service and from the fellowship
of Argentine Christians whom they love
has been likened to the trauma of
bereavement.

The most wonderful development
from all the apparent tragedy of the
international conflict has been the
commencement in many Anglican
congregations of daily early morning
prayer meetings. During the S.AM.S.
Executives’ visit to Juarez, the home town
of Bishop Mario Marino of the Mataco

Tribe, he was found bowed with his
people in a pre-dawn gathering to call
upon God in prayer.

Confrontation continues:
Wran v. The Council of Churches

For two hours the Premier attacked

Council of Churches and me as President,
accusing us of being politically motivated

and biased against the Labor Party. His
attitude was one of extreme anger and
hostility towards the delegation,” Mr.

Bruce Ballantine-Jones reported of the
interview he and a delegation from the

N.SW. Council of Churches had with the

Premier on the issues of organised crime
and of legalising casinos.

The delegation was organised
following a forum held last month,
reported in Australian Church Record
May 17, linking organised crime and

casinos. A list of questions had been sent
to the Premier with a request that they be

answered at the interview.

Wran touchy

The meeting did not achieve much
except that it revealed how much Wran is
feeling the pressure of ¢ ontinued
questioning about corruption in high
places, and the serious political damage it
is causing. | consider that Mr. Wran's
intemperate and untrue outburst that we
are “dupes of political forces determined
to weaken the State Government by
spreading innuendo and slander”
(quoted in The Sydney Morning Herald
May 25) indicates the depth of his own
concern about the political damage the
whole casino and organised crime
controversy has created,” Mr. Ballantine-
Jones told Church Record.

(Continued page 3

Billy Graham in Moscow:
Who do you believe?

The recent visit of American Evangelist
Billy Graham to Moscow for an
international religious conference against
nuclear weapons is obviously big news.
But how should we report it? There are
numerous press releases, some from the
Graham organisation and some from
organisations working with Christians in
Russia. And they are sometimes
confusing and sometimes contradictory.

Busy schedule

From almost the moment of his arrival
on a Friday night, Graham was ¢ aught up
in a whirlwind schedule. In brief remarks
at the airport, he explained that he had
come to the Soviet Union at the invitation
of Patriarch Pimen. He said he had come
to preach the gospel, to address a
conference of church leaders conc erned
about the threat of nuclear warfare, and
to learn more about the life of Christians
in Soviet society

Graham met with Metropolitan Filaret
of Minsk and Byelorussia, the chairman of
the committee that organised the nuclear
peace conference, and other Orthodox
leaders. Several of the Orthodox leaders
expressed hope that the evangelist could
return later for a longer visit and preac h
in a number of their churches

There were meetings with Baptist
leaders, a visit to the publications
department of the Orthodox church, a
walking tour of the Kremlin and Red
Square, the laying of a wreath at the

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, an
impromptu chat on the street with two
World War Il veterans (Sunday marked
Victory-in Europe Day in the Soviet
Union), off-the-record discussions with
Soviet government and U.5 Embassy
“officials, and chat with church leaders
who had come from all over the world
for the peace conference

On Tuesday night the evangelist went
to the U.S. Embassy and visited six
members of the two Siberian Pentecostal
families who have been living there for
four years. Mr. Graham read scripture,
listened to their views, and ounselled
and prayed with them

Conference

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Graham addressed
more than 500 participants at “The Waorld
Conference: Religious Workers for Saving
the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear
Catastrophe”. The speech, whic h
attracted sustained applause from
Buddhists, Shintoists, Muslims, and
Christians alike, centred on man’s
alienation from God as the cause of war,

Said Mr. Graham: “From a Biblical
perspective, therefore, | am convinced
that the basic issue which faces us today
is not merely political, social, economic,
or even moral or humanitarian in nature.
The deepest problems of the human race
are spiritual in nature. They are rooted in
man’s refusal to seek God'’s way for his
life. The problem is the human heart,
which God alone can change.”

After portraying Christ as the key to
peace, the evangelist listed some specific
things religious leaders might do to
lessen the risk of a nuclear holocaust.
They should, he said, call the nations and
leaders of the world to repentance, to
renewed commitment to peace and
justice, to “declare a moratorium on
hostile rhetoriz"”, and to cultivate
understanding and friendship with each
other as individuals.

Also, said Mr. Graham, “We should
urge all governments to respect the rights
of religious believers as outlined in the
United Nations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights’

Pointing out that he does not favour
unilateral disarmament, Mr. Graham
.

/

called for “meaningful negotiations
leading to major arms reductions that
would lead to eventual elimination of all
nuclear weapons

He called for an outpouring of prayer
and a turning to God among the world's
people to open the way to peace

Soviet Reaction

The visit of Mr. Graham was “A great
event in the history of our church
commented Alexei Bychkov, General
Secretary of the All Union Council of
Evangelical Christians-Baptists. Many
Christians‘'were inspired to witness more
boldiy for Christ as a result of the visit
explained Mr. Bychkov And because of
the evangelist's close contacts with
Orthodox leaders, he added, “they
accept him as a real servant of ( hrist
a significant development in light of any
future visit of Mr. Graham to the Soviet
Union, according to Mr. Bychkov

Graham's visit received a surprising
amount of coverage by the Soviet press
and radio. Some observers called this
aspect “unprec edented”, Affirming that
he intends to remain an evangelist and
not become a leader of a peace
movement, Graham said he nevertheless
will continue to speak out for peace

In his final press statement, he said: "I
realise that | came here at a time of much
tension between the United States and
the Soviet Union. The strong rhetoric and
the basic lack of trust on both sides has
led to a very strained atmosphere, and if
these trends are not reversed it could
have catastrophic consequences for our
world. At the same time, | am convinced
that both the people of the United States
and the Soviet Union want peace

The other side

The value of Graham's visit has been
qlnwli()m*d by both Keston ( ollege and
the East/West News Service

Under the heading “Billy Graham Has
Betrayed Soviet Christians” the East/West
News Service (!“(lll’d a l‘“l"h(‘r of
religious leaders opposed to his visit
These included Dr. Carl F. Henry, a long
time friend of Graham

They criticised his whole approach,
writing, “after Graham arrived in Moscow,
previously expressed concern was turned
into alarm as the evangelist made one
statement after another which attempted
to support Soviet claims of religious
freedom

While Graham said he had,
‘experienced total liberty in what |
wanted to say, Ken Woodword, Religion
Editor for ‘Newsweek’ Magazine
countered that, ‘Graham proved to be his
own most effective censor ... he
denounced sin and nuclear war . ..
ignoring the plight of Soviet Christians
who are not free to worship as they
please, (Newsweek, May 24, 1982)

(Continued page 3)
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