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This is the ~ustralia Day weekend. Sydney is a very 
different place to what' it was when Captain Phi 11 ip stepped ashore 
for the first time in Sydney Cove in January,178!;3. We can 
easily picture ~he scena because there is so much of the ~ustralian 
coast I ine stll I remaintnq as it was in Phil I !p ' s ~ay. 

;'\s we I ook bac k through the years and trace the deve I oprnent 
of our country and city there Is a great deal to give thanks for. 
Firstly, and fundamentally, because of the peace which we enjoy, 
and the freedom from hostil e forces fi ghting over our countryside. 
There are not many parts of the worl d which have enjoyed this 
Jlesslng as fully as Australi a . We have become so accustomed 
to freedom from Invasion that we a re growing careless, and 
6bl lvlous of where our safety I ies . Some of our leaders are 
ver-y free In thel .r language . It t a kes years t c b•Ji Id up friend-
sh Ip but It on I y takes moments to destroy it. \~e a 11 know th Is 
from private I ife ; the same is true In our pub I le I lfe , and 
nationa l friendships . In the past we have depe nded upon our 
blood relationship with Great Britain for our security and freedom 
from Invasion. In the last few years we have been secure in the 
friendship of the United States. Not so firm a friendship, of 
course, as a blood relationship , but a very genuine frindship and 
a most desirable one now that Great Britain is no lonqer in a position 
to provide protection. 

America ha·s the same cultural background as Au stralia and 
its foundation was due to the firm conviction of Christi ans who 
migrated to that country in orde r to exercise free ly the ir Christian 
faith -a somewhat different beginning from Austra l la ' s! I bcl I eve 
it is to this Puritan foundation of America that many of that cou 
~ountry's virtues are to be traced. There is no doubt that since 
the last war Ame rica has been generous in her support of under­
deve loped ~at ions, and .Jn her resistance to milita ry aggression as 
she saw it. That is ~hy 'the present spate 6f politica l denigration 
of America by· some of our. Austral Ian spokesmen Is to be deplored. 
It shows no con~ciousne~s ' of the debt we have America, not least 
our protection in the last war . It Is a lso quite undeserved and 
some of the statements are gratuitously I lbel lous i,.1hlch makes them 
a l I the more unchrist.lan ,; "ancl as I ·have been saying these ve rba l 
attacks on Amer I c<1 a re ~ I so nat i ona 11 y da nge rous as it is so easy 
to destroy friendship and ·friendly attitudes , by immoderate . and 
undeserved calumny. 
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Australia Day is a day to remind us to look to our position 
nat-iona 11 y . \l./e wi 11 reap what we sow, and if we continue to sow 
ungrateful attacks ' on those who de serve our thanks. we can expect 
to reap the fruit of our behaviour by beinq isol ated and then, of 
course, over-run. It would be worth a lette r to the Prime Minister 
from each of you to ask him to use hi s influence to moderate these 
uncalled for and unchristian ve rbal att acks on America. 

This weekend a lso sees the signing of the cease fire in 
Vietnam. The President of tho United States has doclarod it Is ....... 
a peace of honour a nd we can be thankful th21t the shooting has 
stopped. Shoot(~g is en unsatisfactory way of sett I ing national 
qua rrels but up ti 11 the present it has proved tre only way on many 
occasions. For e~ample, there was no other way of stopping Hitl e r 
from his on-going subjugati on of the neighbouring countri es of · 
Czechoslovaki a, ahd Po land . The world is much . better off as . a 
result of the sweepi~g out of ex istence of the ~azi reg ime . 1+ 
would be better off, too , if we could swoop out of existence Communist 
regimes. The best indication of what communism is, is the Ber I i .n 
\~al I. That is the plain sign that the communist world is a prison. 
None of the free countries are prisons, their citizens can come and 
go - they don't go becau se they feel no op pression. The Be rl in 
Wal I is a clear indicati on that communism is an oppressi on which men 
a nd wome n wou Id f I ee from if they were a I I owed to. America has 
been endeavouring to conta in that oppress ion from sweeping ove r . 
I ndo-Ch ina; it has stood more or I ess a I ono in this cost I y endeavour . . 
It is not surprising that the American people have felt the time 
has come to bring their efforts to an end. ~k. Nixon has described 
the cease fire agreement as a peace with honour . Honour tel Is u. 
nothing in itse lf. The quest ion that we need to ask ourselves is 
'is it pe~ce with justice? ' because if it is with justice it wil I 
be with h·onour. If it is not, it cannot be. Justice is tro basis 
of a l I our rel ationships with our ne·ighbours - the doinq what is 
right by them, the being fair to them, the giving t o thorn what is 
their due . Only time can tel I whether this is peace with ·justice 
to the citizens of lndo Chrna. , . 

We Ch ristians are ne1tural ly interested in the we.I fare 
and future of our fe llow Christians in South Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Laos and the other countri es of that a rea. We know th21t there is 
no future for Christians in communist dominated countries. 
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The church has been eliminated, for example, in North Korea 
and in China, as far as information is· ab.le to be obtained . 
God has not promised his -servants freeClom:. Jrornpersecution . 
Indeed Jesus that if peop I e persecuted H~ irn ' ·+hen fhey wou Id a I so" 
persecute His fol towe rs. And on another occasion He said that it 
was certain that offences could take place, but He warned us not 
to contribute to these by our own actions, but said '.'Woe to that man 
by whom the offence comes" . We hav~rt-he- -e-e-1--i ga-tlon to do a 11 that 
is in our power to establ !sh justice and restrain offences . 

JCe fol lows justice. There is no peace i~ the -absence of justice, 
unless you cal I the quietness of prison peace. 

As we look back on the history ofi Syc;lney from its f)rst 
foundations I think we ought to thank,-, .God ·for growth in the Christ­
ian ch racter of our community. This inay seem diffic.utt to bet ieve 
in view of our present situation but an acquaintance with the I ife 
of early Sydney through its I iterature shows that God ' s Spirit working 
through His servants down the years has brought about a growth in 
moral standards and Chf'is-tian conduct .. iJ1 pur; _community. As we 
thank God for this .we ought to be thankful ~ {Sr His se'rvants who 
laboured in this city in the past, rpen lik~ ' .Richard Johnson, the 
first Chaplain, and Samue l Marsden and WI I ilam .Cowper, other early 
Chaplains who devoted the ir lives to working in this community, 
as missionaries as it were. There have been since those times 
a succession of godly ministe rs who regarded the working in the 
service of the gospel in Sydney as their life Vs cal I ing and also 
there has been a succession -of godly lay people. God does reward 
~he faithfulness of His children, and as we have entered into the 
.a bours of other men and wome n, so we ourselves should labour In 
prayer and Christian I iving and testimony as we have apportunity. 
For our labour wil I not be in vain in the Lord, it will m~ke its 
contribution to the ~elfare and moral prosperity of our coumtry. 
For al I this is the real blessing of a happy comminity I iving at 
peace with itself and this is the fruit of the Christi an gospel. 
The prophet Samuel told his countrymen he would be sinning against 
God if he failed to pray for his fellow citizens. I wonder how 
regul arly you pray for your country and for its leaders. The 
scriptures commend us to pray for those in responsi ble pos iti ons in 
government. For example, do you pray regularly fo r Mr . Vlhitlam 
and for Sir Robert Askin, and for members of the ir ca binets? 
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