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INTRODUCTION
April 1976

Dear Reader,

This booklet is in the nature of an experiment. For some years, a few
friends have urged that I should publish a collection of sermons. I must
admit that I have somie serious doubts as to whether there really is a
market for such commodities in Australia today, but at least it’s worth

atry!

The series of “‘dragon” sermons was preached as a Lenten Series within
a few weeks of my arrival in Perth to take up my appointment of Dean
of St. George’s Cathedral.

The booklet is dedicated to the many patient hearers of {he Word that
have shared with me the adventure of preaching the faith down the

years of my ministry. In particular I must thank my wife Dell for her
constant encouragement and kindly criticism!

Yours sincerely,

Vernon Cornish.
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THE DRAGON OF DESIRE

I'm glad you've come to join our hunting expedition for dragons.
And | want to warn you that our expedition will not be altogether
easy. We know that dragons do not like to be disturbed. And of course,
we all know that dragons would not be very enthusiastic about a
Cathedral congregation that honours a saint whose legendary fame is
based on the slaying of such a Creature.

But because you and | are followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we know
already that the dragons of evil have been defeated by the power of the
Cross and Resurrection. We know that victory will not be denied those

who carry the Sword of the Spirit,! the helmet of salvation and the
breastplate of righteousness.

So there’s a sense in which We start our adventure together knowing
V\{hat the end qf the story will be, Perhaps we should have sung con-
fidently as our introit hymn this morning, “’A hunting we will go ..."”

Again, howgver, | say that even in the power of Christ, hunting down
evil dragons in life is not going to be easy.

Nothing would give the forces of evil more pleasure than to suggest
that we'should not take them seriously. The Gospel today about the
temptations in the wilderness 2 affirms that the Lord Jesus Himself
took the forces of evil very seriously. Those temptations out in the
desert V\{hilst He was preparing for His ministry were very real, and the
temptations that face all of us day by day in this twentieth century
vx_/or!d' can be just as frightening and powerful. But one of the most
significant features of the Gospel account of the temptations is the
fact that our Lord recognised the evil force at work. Very often our

difficulty is that we fajl t i . :
ilit O recognise dangers i iritual lives
until it is too late. : gers in our sp

So it is with our first dra
It's my belief that this c
whose face changes quic
Jesus we know met this
the Son of God, com
hunger, physical desire
would hesitate to feed a
Indeed, if the situation
now,

gon lined up for battle, the dragon of desire.
reature is a particularly nasty piece of work,
kly to suit the occasion or the circumstances.
dragon in the midst of Hjs hunger. “If you aré
mand this stone to become bread”. Physical
— that is not a bad thing in itself. None of us
hungry person after this great act of worship-
were desperate, we would feed them here and

The temptation for the Christ was to overcome physical need by @

.selfl.sh, wrong use of divine powers, “Man shall not live by bread alone’
is his answer to us, The spirit world

proper place in the scheme of God'’s
hunger only becomes dragon-like whe

n it destroys the spirit of a person-
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How do WE meet this clever slimy dragon of wrongful desire in our
world? We have not been fasting out in the desert for forty days. We
cannot be tempted in the same way as the Son of God was. That is
true.

The dragon of wrongful desire | can assure you, however, does not live
out on the Nullarbor! The dragon of wrongful desire lives |'m afraid,
my dear people, in our suburban streets. From time to time he lives
in our hearts and minds, and he can find a home with us whatever age
we might happen to be.

If you want to learn to recognise his nasty grin, you'll find he changes
scales to suit our temperaments, our moods or our situation. The
children might find this nasty old beast the next time they eat too
much at a party, some parents might recognise the beast in themselves
when they next wish to dominate their children’s thinking, some teen-
agers might find the old dragon licking his chops when they al!ow their
sexual appetites to rule their so-called friendships, some businessmen
will certainly find the dragon drinking with them on the road to regular
drunkenness, some old people will find the dragon lurking under their
many possessions which they feel they simply must have.

The best weapon to use in the fight against wrongful desires is quite
traditional, my friends. We must enlist the aid of a Prince — and for us,
there can be only One true Prince who strengthens our fainting hearts.
Come into the presence of the Lord if you wish to beat the dragon
down to its knees. Come in prayer. Call on the name of Jesus over and
over again. Come to this wondrous sacramental presence at the altar
rail week by week to build up your reserves of spiritual energy. Come
to the Scriptures with their powerful message of warning and co.mfor't.
Come to the fellowship of believers to be strengthened with might in
the inner life. 3

But come to your Prince with a clear heart and a calm mind. Haye your
thinking, as well as your feelings straight in this matter of desire. For
it is important to use the gifts of reasoning which the Creator God has
given to us all in some measure. |f you are to allow your Prince tp
defeat the Desire Dragon, you must first recognise that the body is
not evil in itself. The Christian faith, of all the great religions of the
world, tries to make this abundantly clear. Indeed the Christian faitf? is
founded on the great central truth that God became man. We cry with
joy in the Creed that Christ was born of the Virgin Mary. God whp
made us, God who became like us in every way except for sin, 4 this
God has not put us into a shell of flesh to destroy us. We have been
promised that God will not allow us to be tempted above tf\at we are
able to accept, ® and we have been assured that our bodies are the

temples of the Holy Spirit. 6
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The body then is a controllable unit in life. We accept that we.W|II havt;:'c
cravings on occasions to satisfy our physical appetite, that is p?rt o

being a person. But it’s only a part. We who have been m'ade in thg
image of God 7 are both thinking and choosing beings. Service to Go

involves the will and intellect as well as our affections. The most
exciting thing about our Prince of Love is that He leads us o.n to defeat
dragons of evil BY OUR OWN CHOICE. We are not forced into battle.
We have to put on the armour of discipline ourselves in His strength.

He who knows us so much better than we know ourselves 7 will help
us to arm for the fight when we next come into contact with the
Desire Dragon. On the one hand He will strengthen us by His demand
for obedient discipline; on the other, he will support us by His compas-
sionate understanding. It was our Prince who said, “If your right _BYe
causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away . . . if your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. |t is better you
lose one of your members than your whole body got to hell.”” 8

To balance this picture of desperate discipline, He also said to the
religious leaders who brought to Him a woman who had been over-
whelmed by wrongful desire in an act of adultery. “Let him who is
without sin among you be first to throw a stone at her.”” @

Jesus knew that the dragon of desire will always be defeated by true
love and real discipline. May it always be so in our lives.

Ephesians Chapter 6,v 13 to v 17,

Luke, Chapter 4,v 1 to v 13,

Ephesians, Chapter 3, v 16.

Hebrews, Chapter 4,v 15,

1 Corinthians, Chapter 10,v 13,

2 Corinthians, Chapter 6,v 16, -
Compare 1 Corinthians Chapter 13, v 12,
Matthew, Chapter 5,v27 tov 30,

John, Chapter 8,v 7.

OCINDADWN =

The scripture readings which were set down for the Holy Communion Service
were —

Old Testament lesson, Deut
New Testament lesson, Heb
The Gospel, St. Luke’s Cha

eronomy Chapter 6, verses 10 to 17.
rews Chapter 4, verses 12 to 16.
pter 4, verses 1 to 13.
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THE DRAGON OF INTOLERANCE

The dragon of intolerance is a most peculiar creature. We all know
that he exists. We have all met him often down the years,

But if you think carefully, you will probably have to admit that you
have usually seen this dragon in the distance. Very seldom | think are
we able to recognise those vile features of intolerance when the creature
comes close to home. So that, the further away the dragon of intoler-
ance appears to be, the plainer are his features. The closer we come to

try to track him down in our hunting expedition, the more difficult it
will be to find him.

Think of it in your own experience. I'll try you out with a few words
to see if you react to the influence of the dragon.

First word test — Northern Ireland. There you are, of course you can
see him. A nasty vicious piece of work if ever there was. Christian
against Christian in a feud reaching back over the centuries of religious
bigotry. Of course, we all know that it's not just simply a matter of
Roman Catholic and Protestant rivalry. We acknowledge that there
are elements of economics and power involved as well. But we have to
admit sadly as we shake our religious heads together this morning that

intolerance reigns supreme in the hearts of many people who live in
that beautiful country,

Second word test — The Middle E

dressed in soft Irish green, the dragon now has taken on the colour of
the sand as it blows between the camps of refugees of racialism. The
home of the Founder of our faith, the little nation of Israel is threat-
ened on all sides as it struggles to maintain its right to some territory.
And just as tragically, the tent villages of the displaced Palestinian
Arabs are a witness to the fact that some innocent people have been
driven away from the place they had believed to be their home. Oh

ves, the dragon is having a field day there at present devouring scores
of victims day by day.

ast. There he is again! No longer

Well, having proved your long distance viewing ability, | suspect that
the time has come to take out our special dragon detectors — because
the closer he comes to home, the more difficult we will find it to see
him. Or at least | find that this is true of my own experience. | cert-

ainly need spiritual spectacles to enable me to get the dragon in focus
here close at hand.

When | put on these spectacles, however,
with far greater honesty and bravery at
we keep on looking with courage, we

glimpses of the reality of intolerance twij
smoke around,

I find that | am able to look
Australian society. As long as
will always be able to catch
tching its tail or puffing some
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| personally remember seeing it very clearly abo'ut twenty years ago or:
the outskirts of a township in the "‘outback’ where the aborlgfna
people lived in a shanty gunya-type village on t'he. banks of the r;vg;
away from the white man’s houses. | have seen it in the treeta)t‘menther
young men in boarding school, where it always paid to be ig ra {
than little. | have heard it in debates broadcast from Fedgral P?rllamgnh
where political parties in power tend to treat oth’er_weprIn:s:/evr\]utin
contempt. | have been surprised to feel thg dragon’s lnfluencetime Al
old people’s homes where residents have said that they have no e
the so-called long-haired “‘louts’ of today.. I.havg been equa :tsb

prised to recognise the same attitudes of rejection in the ’clorc;n;euaresx
high school youngsters about the moral standards of the “old sq

of previous generations.

/ e
Occasionally, when | have really been very honest, | veta1 kn:])w:othle
shadow of the dragon of intolerance to fall across many church peop
as he wanders the world seeking whom he can devour.

The strangest thing occurs on such occasioqs, for | hell(ve hc‘orr\ll?evtz
realise that the dragon can use different voices to make his i
known — and at first hearing such views scn..md almost reaso:a . A
“Oh well, we have to look after ourselvgs first you'”knomlll,Actan”y
begins at home’’ . . . “Of course, they're High Chu'rch. ¥ tcc:> l:;laty
that lot’s Low Church’’ . .. “I'll cancel my ;_)Iedge if y?u agree . Stand,
Rector’” ... “We can’t stand modern services” . . . W: c;me ot
old-fashioned services’ . . . “/As long as you go to churc bt ;: b
a year and live by the Sermon on the Mount, you can be as g

Christian as anyone!”’

How comforting it is to know that Jesus'our Lord a_lst? tr:ﬁetlfr:v?)onfj:
of intolerance throughout the whole of his earthth m;“i': ayNew g
make it any easier for us sometimes, but at least ther

ament pattern which gives us a chance to escape.

Think of his confrontation with the Ph'ar.lsees over th;a i?r:j:;tlt?\:toi:
Beelzebub, the prince of devils. 2 The religious Ieaders.IC ?l'he e
was only by this means that Christ he?d POWer ‘Gver Gvils blighin: g
insult to the Son of God was to identify Him with th.IS SO o g
edness. The Pharisees in their blind ha.tred of One with i|::10\;vhe" ot
were prepared to use every dirty tactic (_)f mtOIe:anCZown g
against our Lord. Name-calling | suppose is Pfetf\f/ oW i ik e
of weapons that can be used in waging a war o 'at.o o ol
theless, name-calling can be hurtful. Ogr Lord in His oo o1
ification with us, 3 His complete humanity, would have

hurt by the accusation that He was an agent of evil.
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His response in this situation is a clue for our response to intolerance
when we recognise it in others, or even when we catch ourselves being
chewed up by the dragon. He reasons with those who made the false
accusation. He treats them with courtesy in spite of their treatment of
Him. He accepts their name-calling as indicating a problem on their
part, and He tries to answer them in a way in which they will under-
stand and accept. Then, having tried to answer their objections in a
careful and forthright manner, the Lord goes on firmly to try to teach
a few lessons about the real nature of the search for truth under the
guidance of the Spirit of God. 4

Jesus says, “I tell you this. No sin, no slander is beyond forgineness for

man, except slander spoken against the Spirit, and that will not be
forgiven.”

Our Lord knew that it was the Spirit of God which directed His life,
so that the judgment of the Pharisees simply was an indication of their
own hopeless spiritual state of bankruptcy. They had become so blind
that they were unable to speak good things, they were so intolerant
that they were prepared to call “goodness” exactly the opposite.

So of all the dragons that we will meet in life, our adversary today is
one of the most dangerous. Our Lord and Master has again, however,
won the day! He has again calmed our fears. In the spirit of loving

forgiveness He has promised to accept us, He has promised to heal
us from our intolerant blindness.

I suppose it’s true to say that no eye specialist would tell us to look
into the burning light of the sun to be cured of a lack of vision. But
that is the Gospel’s advice to.defeat the dragon of intolerance. Look
into the light of the Son of God. Only if we turn away from Him will

we be lost. Only if we deliberately turn our backs on what we know to
be true will we be beaten.

If we look on Him, then we will know ourselves and others. The light

will be so beautiful and dazzling that it will frighten intolerance away.
Praise God!

. 1 Peter Chapter 5, v 8,

. Matthew Chapter 12,v 22 to v 32,
. Philippians Chapter 2 v 8,

. Matthew Chapter 12, v 31.

HWN =

The scripture readings which were set down for Holy Communion Service were —
Old Testament: Isaiah Chapter 35, v 1 to v 10.

New Testament: 1 John Chapter 3,vitov8,

Gospel: St. Matthew, Chapter 12,v 22 tov 32,

13

THE DRAGON
OF SUFFERING
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THE DRAGON OF SUFFERING

The dragon of suffering can be a very frightening creature indeed. It
must be admitted that sometimes he looks very fierce. It must also be

admitted with sadness that some people do not ever overcome his
vicious attacks on the body, the mind or the spirit,

It’s my opinion that we can meet this frightening producer of pain
almost anywhere and at almost any time in life. | myself have seen him
at his worst as | have watched at hospital bedsides where good people
have had to grapple with the reality of pain, towards the end of a fight
against a terrible disease. | have seen the dragon raging in fury up and
down the ranks of mourners at a funeral service, especially the funeral
services of young accident victims or the funeral service for a tiny
new-born babe. Certainly we know that the dragon of suffering can
be at some moments in some lives a most dreadful foe.

On the other hand, there are Some very unusual features about this
dragon that we are to fight in the power of Christ. For one thing, he
is the first of our violent Creatures of evil that we have met this Lent
who is likely to be locked away in the manner of g household pet.
Believe it or not, my friends, but there are people in this city — indeed
| suppose there are people in every urban community in the world —
who can become strangely attached to this agent of evil. Some people

simply glory in having the dragon of suffering locked up in their own
houses or in their own minds,

of her life, and she looked a pathetic soul in the midst of her grief.
So we do not underestimate the
can destroy, destroy, destroy to
seen the horror of prison camps
shima and Nagasaki, and now
in the great cities of the world.

power of the dragon of suffering. He
such a degree that this century has
like Belsen, atomic warfare at Hiro-
gang attacks on innocent passers-by

Yet this dragon, like all other dragons of evil, can be beaten — as long

ose we have used in our fight against
€ to say that we wijll be strengthened

it, rse the light of Christ will show us the
way, but the best method of overcoming this dragon is to tame it in

the right way. We should certainly not feed it with self-pity, sorrow or
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: it with a
grief — that will make it nastier than ever. We m:i; f:e:w Pl
potion of love and courage every drfly. Just a fe\I:/ o c?h;nge.We it
three times after meals — and there will be a remarka ' ol
find that instead of a terrible monster we will have a mag
like creature of courage.

. iracles is dead.
Our secular world would like to suggest that the age 0;;3'3\‘ the week,
The taming of dragons of suffering goes on evef:nce
doesn’t it? Think for a moment of your own experi X

. | think of a
Let me give you one example from my own knovzligrgehm leadership
strong, dominant woman who had become fan(;'ou| struck down by
and determined words down the years. Syd er; ?/nspiring. Life went
cancer, her gracious acceptance of terrible pain Wadisfigurement of face
on in her household no matter what. Even as the there was the dignity
and body came on steadily over the years, alwa\llsthes and appearance,
of personality. Always there was a care fO"'lc Oand faith in God. The
a welcoming smile, love and care for' the fam(ldv:'n that house, but was
dragon of suffering had arrived in fierce mo ; |breath away. Far from
gradually converted into a beauty that took t :f ring had softened an
destroying, it seemed to many of us that sufte

: was superb.
already striking person into one whose courage

g seen her witness

havin
| thank God for having known that woman, for | doubt if | could

mily.
to Christ, for having seen the courage of :c?;tf:uchya i
have quite understood courage in pain wit

! ? conquest of
And vet | shouldn't have been surprised, ShOl:!c(jislr;a:;hc?f thec:lesterY
Suffering is after all at the/heartioWig Gospelld that world which knew
of the coming of our Lord into His own wor éospel today (St. Luke,
Him not. ' In the passage set down fo.r the. A Gl
Chapter 9, v 18 to v 27) Jesus makes It pl?tlg suffering. “The Son of
earthly ministry is to be intimately linked Wlbe rejected by the elders,
Man has to undergo great sufferings, g tot to death and to be raised
chief priests and doctors of the law, to be pu

again on the third day"”’.

s is interesting in that he

. u .
That quotation from the teaching of Jes ffering which He Himself

. of su
takes some care to classify the manne, rposes. There was to be on
was to endure in order to achieve God's p‘(‘j F;th I we had to sum up
the one hand rejection, and on the,o.ﬂ?e.r . tf',e world of suffering,
What are the most frightening possibilities in

; have haunted
that sometimes hav
| suppose that there we have two spectres uffer rejection at the

» to s 1
enos: tinking poople; GRS ler:a‘\llv:sknown the truth. Christ the
hands of the very pasple who,shel f death on His way to glory.

Lord was to pass through the valley O
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down the centuries to us in its powerful pattern, “Father, everything

is possible for You. Take this Cup away from me, But let it be as You,
not I, would have jt.” 2

The perfect humanity of the Christ would no more search for suffering
than we do. It is natural for us to wish to reject rejection, and it is

It was the forgiving Lord who overcame re
that He won a dying thief to His cause, 3
Servant 4 who broke through the barrier of d
Christ. One is intimately linked with the other

jection to such a degree
and it was the Suffering
eath to become the Risen

The Crucifix and the plain Cross each have an honoured place in our
great Christian traditions for that very reason. There is a very real
sense in which they show forth the two sides of the Christ coin.

Yes, my friends. The dragon of suff
day. Do not be dismayed. Rath
to follow our Lord to victory,

ering will come to you again one
€r rejoice, for it will pe your chance

1. John Chapter 1, v 10,

2. Luke Chapter 22,v 42,

3. Luke Chapter 23, v 43,

4. Isaiah, Chapter 53,v7tov9,

The scripture readings set down for Holy Communion were —
Old Testament: Isaiah Chapter 45, v 18 to v 25,

New Testament lesson, Colossians Chapter 1,v 24 to v 29,
The Gospel, Luke, Chapter 9,v 18 tov 27,

17

THE DRAGON OF FEAR
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THE DRAGON OF FEAR

F'or tl?ose of you who are visiting our Cathedral. this morning fbr the
first time in I_.ent, | must explain that the rest of us have been having
a very busy time in recent weeks in hunting dragons. The creature that
we are out to defeat today is a very sneaky one indeed, who pops up

'I‘OIII the most unexpected places at the most llllex')e(:le(' t mes He S
. .
the dl‘agon Of fear. ' . !

This dragon | think is himself rather a
still. He keeps jumping in and out of |i
always making loud noises to impress th
terribly large, but at other times he just
letting us know that he is there — but n

nelerotic type, for he is never
fe like a jack-in-the-box. He is
€ unwary. He sometimes seems
hops about like a grass-hopper
ot giving us too much trouble.
He is one dragon that has a particular liking for little people, although
ill listen to his bellowing. There

siness of trying to kee up with
everyone else. You know the sort of thing | mean. | recko?m tl:)at the

dragon of fear has a real feast ever i
j Y day in the schoo
where white-faced children strive to cope with life oz of e

students or unionists. And if he can

| £ even use the i
enthusiasts determined to see their sj et . of foothall

de win, then he really feels happy.

But his cleverest act by far is the one in
minds. That’s where he feels most at ho
to use old-fashioned methods of smoke, fir
away steadily in the manner of a dog with
give in, he keeps on grinding his teeth j
instead of demanding to be fed by us, ther

which he jumps into our
me. There he doesn’t have
€ and noise. There he chews
a bone. He does not easily
n determined fashion. And
e he delights in feeding us!

The dragon has a great variety to offer in his meals for the mind. He'll
try us out with many variations if we’ll et him. One of his fav;)urite
brands of fear | think is one we could describe as “Possible Failure in
the Eyes of our Companions in the World"”. How he manages to get us

19

in! We all want to succeed at every stage of life. We all want to have
friends, we want to impress, we all want attention, we all wanF to be
loved, we all want to keep our jobs, we all want others to appreciate us.

However, the menu is extensive, and our nasty old dragon will produce
something to suit most tastes. He loves to encourage peoplf: to eat up
fearful fancies about possible disease. He loves to makg us frllglhte'zned of
other people. He likes us to have a constant fear diet of “‘being left
alone’’ in the world, and of course if he really wants to put the pressure
on some people, he produces the unpalatable thought of death.

Well now, what's the answer to this fellow? It's not much good pro-
ducing orthodox weapons to fight against such a tricky f:reature t.hat.ls
able to pop in and out of minds. We must do something effectl\{e in
the name of Christ our Prince, and | believe that the best answer is to
stand firm and look the dragon right in the eyes. The're must be no
flinching, no turning away, no sideways glance, no quick nod of the
head. We must look deep into the eyes of this creature of fear with a

steadfast faith in God.

Ve must see Ili“l |O| VVIIat he iS — a despicable ullleall tllillg tllat |IaS n
n | VV-llg ourselves to be dl Ugged
at a“. I Stead (o] a||0 |
laCt no leal Stlength y

by his deadly diet, we have to blaze him out of existence b
of our dependence upon God and His holy church.

n incident from the Gospel revealing
s of the inner cabinet of the apostles
1 Here was a situation out of the ord-
first with sym-
helmed by the

How comforting then to recall a
how frightened were the member
on the Mount of Transfiguration.
inary for Peter, James and John; and we might say at
pathy that the apostles had every right to be overw
vision of Moses and Elijah talking to Jesus.

e of awe involved in this
hat it was right that in the
uld have been un-

Some might even argue that there is a sens
pointer to Christ’s divinity. Some might say t
presence of this majestic scene, the three apostles sho
certain of themselves.

And yet, such suggestions would almost seem to question to lUd.gmfhf}:
of our Lord Himself in allowing His close associates to sl;\ar: lghrislt
wonderful experience. The glimpse into the‘ real n";!turefoP ;t e i
was unquestionably a mind-shattering event in the Iweslo eter, iy
and John. But are we to believe that it was an occasion designe

create fear in their hearts? Surely not.

glory with the great founders of
Peter’s words, how-

desperate to try to

Surely as our Lord stood revealed in / )
the faith, this was a moment for inexpressible JoY.
ever, indicate a reaction of fear. Primarily he is
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A i rts
retain the wonder and the majesty of the moment. He hurriedly lil:ree
out, “Master, how good it is that we are here! Shall we make
shelters, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah?

There is something under
attempt to hang on to
description by asser
saying.

standable but yet rather sad about Peter’s the
the passing glory. The evangelist softens was
ting that Peter spoke without knowing what he

The fear of Peter and his friends is one which is particularly dangerou;
for those of ys who belong to the family of the church. How we 'Iovve ;t
cling to the glory that has passed. How we love to put our Lord in tig

little Compartments to suit our own interests, How frightened we are
10 go back into the world of reality away from the vision that we so
rightly enjoy here on the mountain of worship, How delighted we are
1o witness the glory of the Lord, the transfiguration of the Christ, the

g i se
majesty of the moment — pyt how frightened we are that we will lo
the vision!

In the midst of the cloud of fear that
Was the voice of
today, “This ismy S

ar. Fear wil| only triumph if we lack
, fear wil| only win battles if

We abandon Christ. Indeed, in Mat-
thew’s account of thi inary event on the Mountain of Trans-
figuration we read t

hat Jesus actually came to the three great apostles
with the words, ““Stang up. Do not be afraidi’’ 3

It is a superb message. Christ the |org Comes to us this morning in the
simple majesty of Hjs sacramenta| Presence in bread and wine with

exactly that message of hope, |t Comes to us as individuals, to us as
members of this Particular ¢o

ngregation at the Cathedral, to us as
members of the wider Church,

« “Stand up. Do not be afraid1”

1. Luke, Chapter 9,v28toy 36.
2, Luke, Chapter 9, v 35,
3. Matthew, Chapter 7,7,

Readings set down for Holy Communion —

Old Testament: 1 Kings Chapter 19,vitoy 12,
New Testament: 2 Peter, Chapter 1 V16 tov 19,
The Gospel: Luke, Chapter 9,v28toy 36.
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THE DRAGON OF POWER
Of all the dragons that we have met this Lent, our adversary today is
the most modern. The dragon of power has alwéys been concerned to
identify himself very closely with the fashions and culture of the age
in which he lives. In the Middle Ages he loved to appear in suites of
armour in the manner of the barons, whilst at the time of the Reform-

ation he adored dressing up in the judges’ gowns of the ecclesiastical
courts. Today of course he is still

His favourite disguise, however, is that of the top executive,

Nothing appeals to his vanity more than a modern striped tartan suit.
He goes crazy about pretty coloured shirts and he adores flashy bow
ties. Whenever he shows hijs teeth, one can notice the glitter of gold

fillings. He often puffs away at giant cigars, and he adores driving fast
sports cars of violent colouring.

One would think that an

‘ y dragon so obviously lacking sincerity would
fail to have any success

in our educated society. That is far from the
N is avery powerful figure in the community.

Sometimes he is the pressure-salesman causin

g people to buy goods that
are far beyond their financial I~

resources. Sometimes he is the smooth

Sometimes he is the minor official in the Public service standing over a
little person lost in a world of “red tape” in triplicate. Sometimes he
is the school master dominating the lives of students to an absurd
degree with his threats and mental torture, Sometimes he is the book-

think that he couldn't possibly survive — and yet we know that he
flourishes!

Occasionally the dragon of power
international politics, There’s noth
rush into an emergency session of t
his point. If he has to tear up a fe
strengthen his bargaining opportu
couraging nations to act like sch
gives him no end of satisfaction.
itary to step in. Whole communit
the forces of the dragon of powe
for years.

goes off for holidays to dabble in
ing he likes more than to have to
he United Nations in order to make
W treaties or pay a few terrorists to
nities, so much the better. By en-
ool children fighting over a bicycle
He loves any excuse to allow the mil-
ies can be taken over in an instant by
r.and they can be kept under the heel

prepared to dresss to suit the occasion.
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. dragon into
But what about us? Are we foolish enough to allow the drag
our lives?

it that this
Sadly my friends, | think that most of us would havz:2|?dvr\]/1hilst i g
obvious creature has sometimes manag?d to seduce ° ha.ve iAo
better moments we might despise fhis creature_,fW ower over others.
given in to the temptation to try out the taste of p

de the most of our opport-
ber that it was generally a
came an intellectual
t. Sometimes it was
ut it over others.

There are many ways in which we have mr:
unities. In the early days ‘we can rem;iater T
matter of brute force carrying the day. L o Lt
exercise, or a question of ability ina partlt():lL;d el
a matter of beauty or physique that ena

i reference to
But above all, the dragon of power influences our lives Y
age or position or status.

] ink about the
Ask the youngest member of any family what they thi

the office what
power of the other children. Ask the_ mgssen?erkb?sstthe bl
he thinks about the power of the junior € e;\s'k the bank teller what
what he thinks about the power of the RectOL‘e manager what he thinks
he thinks of the power of the manager. s td ask the General Manager
about the power of the General Manager, an * ¢ directors. There is a
what he thinks about the power of a chal(manhich the weakest can be
sad fowl-yard mentality about our world, in W

. i X
pecked so fiercely that life becomes a bitter exp

power must enjoy church
of gathering. For we vyho
n should firmly reject
ng then to recall that
r Room in the hearts
of years.

erience.

| have sometimes thought that the dragi)n C;f
meetings almost more than any other ypme s
claim to be followers of the G_od who be?f,teresti
his wiles and apparent attractions. H‘Owthe o
the power complex was there right 'n| trained for a number
of those whom the Christ had personally

i ions.
in the Gospel narrative on occas

h
d John approac
k when James an ith you

. o lated by St. Mar : it in state with you,
I:Slnk o'\:.mc;ciern; :Vaour- 1 “Grant us thelnght tc:ts\‘:/;S the request for
on:satai/cl):? right and one at your left ... There

the key positions in the Kingdom.

It comes right out into the open

t one of amazement

ten? Was i )
And what wes s TR K] thlz ct)\t:vzr asked for such a thing? Not a
that the Zebedee brothers shou

g it was pOSSib'e
as furious as ! joane
; : indignant. They were honoured pla
'?‘t tc))f It: . ::1233 X‘Efnfelt that they should have
0 be because

in the Kingdom.
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Jesus our Lord gives the com
amongst His own friend
be built, “Among you,
and whoever wants to

plete answer to the power-seekers even
s, the chosen ones on whom His church was to
whoever wants to be great must be your servant,
be first must be the willing slave of all”’. Great-
ness is no longer to be measured in terms of race or status or sex or

T : x i r
religion. Greatness in the power of Jesus is to be measured only in ou
ability to be the servants of others,

What the world regarded as degradation, Christ hails as the place of

e the very end of the pecking line in the first century,
igure of a slave that he chose to illustrate his mes

sage about power, He was to go further in a matter of hours by allowing
Himself to be nailed to a tree in the

Power in the Jesus Kingdom is demonstrated most superbly in a display
of what app: 0 the world to

ears t be powerlessness, When Jesus gave His
life of His own free will 2 to saye us from ourselves and the powers of
evil, He was doing the one great thing that would win the hearts of
millions to a new way of

sacrificial love, Countless human leaders had

tried to win the world by force of arms, by intellectual brilliance, by
éncouraging fear, by the i

manipulation of people, by the control of
communication, by the ac

quisition of wealth, by the games of govern-
ment. None of them have succeeded,

little victories amongst us —
We sing the song of love, t
Risen Lord, We have the po

but, in fact,
he song of
wer of Christ

YOur grave is already prepared.
the Crucified, the song of the
1. Mark, Chapter 10,v 35,
2. John, Chapter 12,v 27,

Readings at the Holy Communion —

Old Testament: Jeremiah, Chapter 31 ,v 31 to 34,
New Testament: Hebrews, Chapter 9,v 11 1o v 15,
The Gospel: Mark Chapter 10,v32tov 45,






