8o ¥ §0 A

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

000000000000




The word "worship! has the .same meaning as "honour", = For
‘example, some judges are called "your worship" and others "your
honour' according to the courtiover which they preside: So to
‘worship God-means to give God hénour, to give Him His .worth, to
recognise His charactér and our relationship to Him., :ir .o

~ Worship 'is a natural® instinct and'all communities fhrough-
“our history have forms: of worship. —‘What form! worship takes -
depends on the concept:of God held by the:worshippers. - Some:

" heathsn primitive communities: think that God néeds bribes to
 perstade Him to confer favdurs or-to avert Hisdispleasure. "
‘Christian worship reflects the Christian concept of God; the:
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chirst, the.God:of Revelation,
the God of the Bible. If our worship is to:beracceptable to
God, it 'must express and reflect His true character and: His true
worth 'so that it -is truly honouring to Him. 'Some people think
acceptable worshlp means acceptable to"+the.cohgreaation; but
“Phils sump!y rcveats a very +enuous concepT of +he qrea+ness of
'("od : ! A

~ ‘When we approach the:true and':living-God, our worship must
firstly take the form of adoration and thanksgiving, for God
is the Creator of all things, He ‘is our Creator, He has aiven
us lifevand bréeath and al - +h|nds'rlchly Forenjoy. " Adoration
and Thanksqivnnq from The. bottom of . ouriheart should: be:our
first response &s we seek to give:God His worthtand:to:honour
Him as.He is in truth. Mankind's basic sinfulness, according
to St. Paul 'in Romans |, is the: refusal To adore God!'s dlvnnlfy
and Thank Hlm for Hns nenErOStTy Fao Fod et

The socond elemen+ of Chrls+|an worshlo mus+ be relafed
to God's proviston of salvation, for God reveals Himself To us
as a saving God, One who has mercy on. us:in our: lost .and -
perishing condlflon under the eternal judgement of hell. The
God whom we worship is the God “ho "so loved the world that He
gave Hi's only son, that alt who believe ‘In Him should not
perish but have eternal life", How do we honour and worship
such a Saviour? Paradoxicallly by accepting the provision of
salya+idn forourselves, humbly and :faithfully.: All other
worship and honouring of God ¥s 'vain if we are scorning what
He has provided as such cost to Himself., As the Psalmist says



i
"what shall | render to the Lord for all His goodness towards
me. .| will«take the cup-of salvation ahd call upon +he name of

_the’ Lﬁrd' (Ps.116) .- f we havei hot accepted His" salvaTron for
ourselves so..that  we .are eonscious:that Hé s our savnnq Lord
call, ofher aTTempfs ta-honour-the God-of Scr|p+ure, +he True God
are vaun, indeed a.grave dishcnour: o Himy: =

. ...Thirdly, .we worship.Ged-by-putting our faith in HIS
promises .of, dally provision -and: nuTT[nq our hope for fhe future
in His inheriTance provided for us. -By casting our cares and
anxxe+1es on. Hlm, we show His characTor of Ong hho cares for us.
'f we are seekling the,.things.of-this world we are' ih facT say|ng
Tha+ we do not belleve Fhat: God: wnll prnvide for: Us 'Tf- we seek
His kinqdom as our.chief objective. Or again, 1f Gur hearts

are set on possessions, on Fhe things of -this world and 1f our
_nenerQ|es are directed.to ftheir acquisition, ‘what d?shonour we

~-aré casting on His promised. Inheritance!® How' can we say ThaT

“we worsh4p God.. i f we:are:not putting our hop& inHim and " _
Iooking forward eaqerly to the fullness of His” fellowshrp “To
‘trust God is the only way by which we can show what we bel Teve
to be the truth about the faithful and trustworthy God. Mere
_words without actions deceive. no-onei: *Faith and Frust” lpad
dlrecfly to obedience, to the dolng. of God's will, knowinq i+
to be the’ best. . That 1s.honouring Him; that 'is +he way we
declare His characfer ofi falthfulnedd and: qoodness by pu++|nq
our, TrusT |n Him s:and, by -obeying Him, - Prayer is the: nafural '
exnresston Qf Thls a++|+ude of +rus+ and obedlence '

R “'Fourfhly, The clearﬂsf form of recognif!on of God's
“character and of giving Him His worth,-tis ‘tmitation of +ha+
character. God is a generous God Who gives Himself to us and
Who. gives us all, that-we. have. In'a'word ~ God is‘love, We
worship and: honour Him when .we imitate -His character of Tove by
being nurselves ofher -DEerson. Cen*red and lovnnq and servunq
Tham for Christls sake * gy SRR -

WOFShID *akes 1Ts conf@nf from The character of the’ Cod“'
worshipped.. Chr:sfnans worship the frue and 1ivihg God who -
has revealed H|s character in-Holy (Scripture, Al'l (‘hrls’rlanf‘f
worship.must be in:line with Holy Seripture.: Adorafion and
fhanksgtvrno for our creafron and 1l| +he ble551nqs of +hls
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life; faith and trust in God for our salvation and for all our
daily needs; joyful and firm hope in His promised inheritance;
fellowship with Him in prayer and love for Him and for our
nelghbour - these are the ways by which we reflect our view of
God and these are the ways by which we give God His worth and
honour Him; these make up Christian worship - but these things
are ordinary daily activities; there is nothing different

about them. In other words, our daily life and daily attitude is
what the worship of the true God consists of. There is no

cult or ritual in Christian worship.

But what about Sunday and church-going? Keeping Sunday
holy is a way by which we honour God with our time. So It
Is certainly a form of worship and honour., Normally we have to
work for our living six days or so a week but when we relax this
work, as we must If we are to continue it, our first use of such
free time should be to turn our thoughts to God in a way we are
not able to when they are taken up with earning our daily Ilving.
We must honour God with our time. |If it is possible to devote
every day to God, well and good, but at least we must devote the
day of rest to Him If we have not done so during the rest of
the week, And naturally, we will use this free time to meet
as Christians together(if our Christian hope Is the chief element
of our thoughts) so that we can share our Christian experience,
and meet our Saviour in meeting one another and to learn from
Him through one another's words. This Is firstly Christian
fellowship, but it is also church worshin just Iike all our
actions directed towards God are worship. |In church we do
together what we do as individuals during the rest of the week.
That 1s, we adore and pralise Him with thanksgiving, we bring our
cares and concerns to him in prayer and sit at His feet through
listening to His Word as we strengthen one another in our
Christian hope. It is, however, foolish to do these things in
fellowship In church if we do not do them individually or with
our family on the other days of the week.

We must honour God not only as individuals but also with
our spouse, praying and reading God's Word fogether, and with
our family, too, bringing our prayers to Him and seeking His
Will through His Word together as a family., Then with our
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neighbours once a week we honour and worship God our Creator and
Saviour as we acknowledge His character together.
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