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. The'worcr"Warship" haSA-hesaMe meaning as "honbur". • For
.e)'<aMple soMejlidgeS arecafied -"your wOrship"'and others "your
•hohour"'according.t6 the,courtiover which-they'preside,. Sato
'worship:GocHleans:to'give GOd-hbnour, to give-.Him-HismOrth, to
recognise His character and:our: relationship to+14M.

Worship'is a naturarinstlrict and:611 communitleS.through-
ourhiStory have forms of worship. —'What form worship.
dependS'orLthe cOncept-bf God beldHby.theworshIpperS -Sbmel

..heathen:-OriMitive'cOmMunitges,thihR that God:needs bribes to
- persbade Him to confer favbOrs or-to'aVert'His'clispleasure.:
s:Christieh wOrship reflect the'Christlam:cohcept of God. the
God-and Father of our Lord JeSus,ChirSt,th-e,God,of-Revelation,

• the bod'of:the Bible. If our worship is tiybe!acceptable to
God it,MUSt ekOrest andrellectHiS true.,ctlaratter an.d:His-true
Worth's.° that it -it ti-uly. hOnouring:JO-Him.-:Some peOple think
acceptable'WorShip means acCeptabte to-the:congregation; but
this simply reveals 'a vary tenuous concept of the greatness of

•.• • . .

When we approach the true and: livIng.Gbd, our worship must
firstly take the form of adoration and thankSgiving, for God
is the Creator of all things, He is our Creator,. He has given
us life\and breath and all.thinos richly to'enjoy. 'Adoration
and thanksgiving from the bottom of ouriheart should. be -our
first responte.as we seek to give)God'ffls whrth,and to Nonour
Him as.He is in truth. Mankind's basic sinfulness, according
to St. Paul in RbMans I, is the-reifusal to adore God's•divinity
and thank HIM' for His.gonerosity.

The Second element of Christian worship must be related
to God's provision of salvatibn, for God. reveals'Himself to us
as a Saving God., One who has mercy on us. in our lost and -
perishing condition, under the eternal •judgement of hell. The
God whom we worship is the God Who "so loved the world that He
gave His bnly son, that alt who believe in Him should not
perish but have eternal life". How •do we honour and worship
such a Saviour? Paradoxi.carly by accepting tho provision of
salvation for ourselves, humbty and faithfully.. All other
worship and'honourincrOf God Vs vain if we are scorning what
He has provided as such cost to Himself. As the Psalmist says
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I I render to the Lord for al l His goodness towards
ta,ke the cup: -.of. salvation hd cal I 'upon the name of

f we have hot accepted His sa Iva-116W or
so, that we :are eon sc tous ;that He 15 our saving L'Or-d ,
attempts to ,honour.• the God of Scripture, the "true God,
ndeed ia,igrave dishc-nnur,-!to'Hlmv•; t-

Thlrd worsh p.:God,b utti ng ,our l'h FUts

promises :of, dal I y..provision :and putting .-our hope fdr the future
in His triheritance, provided ifor :us . 'By cast n'ig our cares and
anxieties on• Him, we show His ;character -of Ohd Who bares for us.
If :01:are , Seeking , the,,,th ngs...; of this world We are In 'fact say ing
that we dos not bel i eve that: God wi I I: provide for us If wb Seek
His .ki ngdaril as our.. chief . objective: . Or again, If bur :hearts.•
are set on possess I Dnst, on the things of, this world and i our
energies are directed :to their acqtri s i t i on, what dishonour we

• are. casting oh. His :prom Inheritance', HOW Can We say that; .
we worsh.ip God If we are not putt! ng our hope in Him and ;
I 6•21.1 hg, forward eagerly to the fullness of His 'fellowship To

• trust God is the only way by which we can show what we believe
to be the truth about the faithful and trustworthy God. Mere
words without act ions deceive :nor -one r F61 th and trust load ,
di rect to.-obedience, to the :doIng, of God's will, knowing it
to'. be the bes+.. ,....that Is honouring Him, tha t  i s the -.Way we
decI re His character ,:ofi fa 1 thfii Itne§ and goodness, by •01.i,tt inq
our: trust in Him tand by obeying -•Him . Prayer is -the 66tbra
expresSi-nti pf a t t i tude of trust --and obedience

. -POurtii I y clearest form of :redograti on of God's
Character and of giving Him H,is orth',rlsHimitation of that
character. God is a generous God, Who gives Himself to., us and
Who, gives us , that we have In as. word - God IS love We
worship and ,honpu.r, when :We. unflate Hi character ' of • '16‘../e by
being ourselves . cAthe r -De rsony centred, and loving and serving
ttlem for ,chr.i - „ • • ' •

Worship,:
worsh i.ppe.d .
has revea ied
worsh p.„rnust
1-ha n:15‘sg Lv 07,1,49.,::

:takes . its content f rom: the character' 6f the.'Goa
Chri stians worship the true• and i v i Ghd who •
H is:, character ...HotyS thture. Al' IChr st I an
be I the 'with Ho I. Scripture.'. •-Adofs'at !On 'and
for ;our creat ion and al l  the bissInqs of th is
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life; faith and trust in God for our salvation and for all our
daily needs; joyful and firm hope in His Promised inheritance;
fellowship with Him in prayer and love for Him and for our
neighbour - these are the ways by which we reflect our view of
God and these are the ways by which we give God His worth and
honour Him; these make up Christian worship - but these things
are ordinary daily activities; there is nothing different
about them. In other words, our daily life and daily attitude is
what the worship of the true nod consists of. Thr.re is no
cult or ritual in Christian worship.

But what about Sunday and church -going? Keeping Sunday
holy is a way by which we honour God with our time. So it
Is certainly a form of worship and honour. Normally we have to
work for our living six days or so a week but when we relax this
work, as we must If we are to continue it, our first use of such
free time should be to turn our thoughts to God in a way we are
not able to when they are taken up with earning our daily living.
We must honour God with our time. If it is possible to devote
every day to God, well and good, but at least we must devote the
day of rest to Him if we have not done so during the rest of
the week. And naturally, we will use this free time to meet
as Christians together(if our Christian hope is the chief element
of our thoughts) so that we can share our Christian experience,
and meet our Saviour in meeting one another and to learn from
Him through one another's words. This is firstly Christian
fellowship, but it is also church worship just like all our
actions directed towards God are worship. In church we do
together what we do as individuals during the rest of the week.
That is, we adore and praise Him with thanksgiving, we bring our
cares and concerns to him in prayer and sit at His feet through
listening to His Word as we strengthen one another in our
Christian hope. It is, however, foolish to do these things in
fellowship in church if we do not do them individually or with
our family on the other days of the week.

We must honour God not only as individuals but also with
our spouse, praying and reading God's Word together, and with
our family, too, bringing our prayers to Him and seeking His
Will through His Word together as a family. Then with our
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neighbours once a week we honour and worship God our Creator and
Saviour as we acknowledge His character together.
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