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INTER-CHURCH AID PROTESTS
TO PRIME MINISTER

REVISION OF DISCRIMINATORY
CLAUSE WANTED

Australian Inter-Church Aid, the overseas aid agency of the Aus-
tralian Council of Churches, has strongly criticised a discriminatory
clause in the Defence Forces Protection Bill which was passed by the
House of Representatives last week.

It is understood that representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, as
well as Anglican and other member churches of the A.C.C., have privately
supported objections to one clause of the Bill.

The protest was contained in a telegram sent last week-end to the Prime
Minister, Mr Harold Holt, by the national secretary of Inter-Church Aid, the
Reverend Harvey L. Perkins.
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HOLY ORDERS

By Francis John Brerly
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INNER MELBOURNE YOUNG PEOPLE DISCUSS THE
IMPORTANCE OF MISSIONS
CLERGY MEET
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BANANA FESTIVAL THANKSGIVING
From A Correspondent
Murwillumbah, September 4
During the last week in August each year the Tweed Valley celebrates
its Banana Festival. This year for the first time a Festival Thanksgiving was
held on the first Sunday evening, August 27, of the week’s festivities.
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NO ROOM FOR APARTHEID

The Bishop of the “Church of England in South
Africa”, the Right Reverend Stephen Bradley,
has committed an_error in public relations of the
first magnitude. That error has brought forth a
wholly justified public rebuke by the Primate; it
has prompted a statement in The Diocese of Sydney
repudiating his views on apartheid; it has done a
sad dis-service to his flock; it has made stonier any
possible path of reconciliation between that flock
and the Anglican communion; it has gravely embar-
rassed many who would wish him well.

The essential facts, shortly and aulhcmauvely‘
are these. The South African branch of
of England is of course known as the Church of the
Province of South Africa. The “Church of England
in South Africa” is a small splinter group, separated
from the Church of the Province and the rest of
the Anglican communion partly by its doctrinal posi-
tion, and partly because of its rejection of the normal
Anglican view of Church order and governance. It
is not recognised by any other branch of the Anglican
communion. Its doctrinal position is straightly Cal-
vinist, closer that of the Dutch Reformed Churches
than that of any save the most extreme Anglican
pusmon

Bish Bradley himself is without doubt a
validly and regularly ordained priest of the Church
of England. He is equally undoubtedly a bishop; but
he is not a bishop of the Church of England. His
episcopal orders are valid, but irregular

To state these facts is in no way to criticise
Bishop Bradley, or his flock. Neither is it to suggest
that he and his predecessors lack any shadow of
right. On the contrary, there are those of some
eminence who hold strongly that the English bishops
in the nineteenth century, followed by the leaders of
the Anglican communion ever since, have shewn less
than Christian charity, or even sound theology, in
their treatment of the “Church of England in South
Africa”. Quarrels between brothers, we all know, are
usually more bitter than quarrels between strangers.
This may well be true in the present case.

It does seem to us deplorable that, at the very
time when Anglicans engage on an increasing scale
in dialogue with the Orthodox, Roman Catholics and
Protestants* anything should be done to exacerbate
our relations with Bishop Bradley’s flock. Bishop
Bradley himself has not really helped. The only
support he will get is from a small, extreme, quite
unrepresentative group in the Diocese of Sydney
which, notwithstanding its sincerity and intelligence,
is as hopelessly out of touch with democratic principle
as it is selective and self-deluded in its handling of
Scriptural texts.

The Church of England may be the roomiest
church in Christendom; but those who would enter
it must do so by the great front door, not the scullery.
Those, sincere Christians, who prefer other, smaller
houses, may of course live in such; but they may not
call themselves Anglicans, for they are not of our
house. And when they visit our house, which they are
always welcome to do, they simply must accept that
for all the variety and spaciousness they will find
under our roof, yet all of us who dwell thereunder
are equal, and free, as brothers, God’s children.

No room may be found in our house with the
sign apartheid on the door. The very thought is as
abominable as the warped and twisted theology,
clearly at variance with Christ's teaching, used by
some as a theoretical justification of their support
of a policy nowadays universally condemned through-
out Christendom.

Our Position on Marriage

The doctrine and law of the Church are clear
about “re-marriage” of persons whose partners in
marriage are living: the Church of England knows
nothing of “re-marriage”. Whether that doctrine is
loyally received and observed, and whether the law
of the Church is enforceable, are other matters. The
unpalatable fact is that the doctrine is not uniquivo-
cally accepted in the largest diocese of the Church
in Australia. In consequence, no question of Church
law arises, in most cases, where nearly one-third of
Australian Anglicans are concerned _

This is more than unsatisfactory. It is absurd.
It makes a laughing stock of the Church, her law and
doctrine. It is no_good trying to gloss over these
unpleasant facts. The position should be remedied
— and speedily.

t may well be that there are sound theological
arguments in favour of “re-marriage”. The Orthodox
adduce some. But until those arguments are heard
and unanimously accepted by the whole Church, the
Anglican position appears to us crystal clear:; Angli-
cans who marry remain married until death parts
them.
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NOW READY!

REVISED
PRAYER
BOOK
SERVICES

A THIRD EDITION of the Report of the Prayer
Book Commission, complete with the draft forms
of revised Services and the new Services, has now
been reprinted in view of the heavy demand. It
is available immediately.

Price: $1.00 (postage 5 cents).

The following revised Forms of Service) are
available separately:

MORNING PRAYER (8 pages):
EVENING PRAYER (8 pages):
HOLY COMMUNION (12 pages): 9 cents each
A MODERN LITURGY (20 pages): 15 cents each
THE MARRIAGE SERVICE (12 pages): 9 cents each
BURIAL OF THE DEAD (12 pages): 9 cents each
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (New Service)

6 cents each
6 cents each

(8 pages). cents each
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (Revised

(@8 pages) 6 cents each
THE LITANY (4 pages): 4 cents each
A SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION

(New Service) (4 pages): 4 cents each

BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION OF ADULTS
(New Service) (8 pages): 6 cents each

BAPTISM OF OLDER PERSONS
(8 pages). 6 cents each
THANKSGIVING AFTER CHILDBIRTH
(4 pages): 4 cents each
MINISTRY TO THE SICK (12 pages): 9 cents each

The revised Forms of Service of CONFIRMA-
TION and A CATECHISM will be available
in September.

Postage (minimum 5 cents) or freight is pay-
able on all orders.

SPECIAL NOTE: Incumbents of parishes are
reminded that all orders should
placed through diocesan registries, to be
transmitted to us through the Primatial

Registry.
The Book Department,
The Anglican,
G.P.0. Box 7002, Sydney.

THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH
TO OTHER RELIGIONS

A new edition of this popular work by the
Most Reverend George Appleton, Arch-
bishop of Perth, is now

40 cents
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BISHOP TELLS OF HAITI

Angtican News Service
London, September 4
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