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Prasereision of af aper, taken from the life of Richard Johnson by Neil Mackin-. :

tosh. TI refer to that little known lady, Mery Johnsen who came on that long

voyage in 1788, with her husband, the first clergyman in N.S.W. Mery and

Richard spent 13 years in N.SW., and 8 1006 at their femily life gives an

accurate picture of the hardships end lonliness of the period. Particularly |

notable are the details of the first four yeers —-~-- Narried in London in

2

4

:1796, the couple set sail in the storeship, Golden GYove, and after the arduous

Voyage , the ship caught up with the Supply, End entered Botany Bay.

Richarg and Mary probably lived on the Golden Grove, till l:ter in the

year, while waiting for their first dwelling to be built at Richard's own ex-

pence ~ a little cabbage tree cottage (cabbage tree pelms were sunk into the

ground to form walls, and the roof thetched). It wes soon surrounded by a

garden, and by November, ‘88 was ylielding vegetables, However, this same

cottage was aswim with weter indoors when there wes excessive reins - this re-

manined chain home for 3 years, In October of that first year Mary gave birth

‚no a sti.lborn mele child, and for some time she wes in the utmost denger. It

is not difficult to imagine the sorrow and loneliness of thet event, when one

takes into account the fact that Richard was the only officer of the Fleet to

bring his wife with him. In 1790, a daughter was born and nemed Milbah, an

aboriginal name. During that year great privation by the colony wes suffered

with failure to produce food locally, and with leck of supplies from England.

Richardés Joumnal of 1790 records the event of fishing during the night to

supplement the food supply. It is also recorded that it was -#ee necessary for

him to rise at 3 or 4 em in order to take the A hour journey to Rose Hill, or

Parramatta, dememdeer to conduct divine service. Eventually Richard stayed over

night each alternate weekend in Rose Hill for the Service - a further anxiety

for Very, because of the necessity to have the Sydney house guarded beceuse of

thieves. In "hat veer also, Richard volunteered to act as a hostage at

considerable risk and remein with the wife of Beralong cn the uninhehbited

»orthern shore of the ho rb-ur while Benalong visited Governor Shillip; che

mutusl trust which seems to have developed between the chaplsin and the âtor-

irines thus .helpad ie Peatore frinedly relations which had been disrupted by

the spearing of Phillip at Manly.

In 1791 the family moved to a substantial dwe®ling of brick - situated

where the present Lands Department Building stands today. The household now

consisted of 9 - including ? aboriginal girls and 3 servants. That year ©



saw a servere drought in N,S.W, with great lack of water.

Deterioration in the health of Richard commenced about this time, and must

have been a great cuase of concern for Mary. Their scond surviving child,

Henry, was born in 1792.

The Johnsons gave hospitality to members of the Spanish Scientific Exped-

ition of 1793, Father Mesa recovering his health after a period at this first

Rectory in N.S.W. The arrival of Samual Marsden and his wife in 1794, was the

occasion of some months stay with the Johnsons, and must have been of great

comfort to the newcomers.

In 1794μαςμαin poor health for the greater part of the year, and was treated

by the Surgeon General. Unfortunately at this time Mevy and the two children

and their woman servant all contracted an eye disease by which they were blind

for some time.

Mary must have been in many ways an extroardinry woman - end there is no

record of a single complaint from her. She raised and cared for her family

and for a nuniber of aboriginal girls as well, under very primätkve conditions.

She showed the true characteristios of the pioneer, courage, resnurcefulness

and adaptability. She was always hospitable and must have done much to ease

the problems encoutered by other women, such as Mrs. ‎ו and the yives +

the Tahiti Missionaries (1798) on their arrivaleds-weil-ss=she=eare and-süppertzd

EReen.an.banouseerenhistory-oF- +this-country »
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