
  

  ARE YOU IN 

—— THE WAY? 

Assent is not enough, there must be 

personal appropriation of Christ 

by J. C. Ryle 

  

The Apostle Peter says of Christ, 

“Neither is there salvation in any 

Other: for there is none other name 

under heaven given among men, 

whereby we must be saved” (Acts 

4:12). He means that no one can 

be saved from sin — its guilt, pow- 

er, and consequences — excepting 

by Jesus Christ. He means that no 

one can have peace with God the 

' Father — obtain pardon in this 

world, and escape wrath to come in 

the next — excepting through the ~ 

atonement and mediation of Jesus 

Christ. 

In Christ alone God’s rich provis- 

ion of salvation for sinners is treas- 
ured up; by Christ alone God’s 
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content with hearing and approving, 

and assenting to the truth, and going 

no further. Seek to have a personal 

interest in this salvation: lay hold 

by faith for your own soul; rest not 

till you know and feel that you have 

got actual possession of that peace 

with God which Jesus offers, and that 

Christ is yours, and you are Christ’s. 

If there were two, or three, or more 

ways of getting to heaven, there 

would be no necessity for pressing 

this matter upon you. But as there 

is only one way, “Make sure that 

you are in it.” 
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TRUST ONLY IN CHRIST 

Remember that you are to venture 

the whole salvation of your soul on 

Christ, and on Christ only. You are 

to cast loose completely and entirely 

from all other hopes and trusts. You 

are not to rest partly on Christ — 

partly on doing all you can — partly 
on keeping your church — partly on 
receiving the sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper. In the matter of your justifi- 

cation, Christ is to be all. 

Remember that heaven is before 

you, and Christ the only door into it 
— hell beneath you, and Christ alone 

able to deliver you from it; the devil 

behind you, and Christ the only 

refuge from his wrath and accusa- 

tions; the law against you, and Christ 

alone able to redeem you. This is the 

doctrine of the text. 

Let me conclude with a few words 

by way of application. If there is no 

salvation excepting in Christ, make 

sure that you have an interest in 

that salvation yourself. Do not be 
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