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The fo:remost ch~1ro.cteri_stic of Goel is His love nnd gro.ci ousne ss . For 
exnmple in the enrly chapters of the Bible when God pr ocla. imecl His n .. 'Lmc , tha t is His 
cho.racter, t o Mo se s in Exodus 34, He declared Him~e lf t o be "the Lor d'· o. Go,1 full 
of c ompa ssion and gr ncious, slow t c ane;e r , a nd p l ente ous in mercy nnd ·truth; keep ing 
mercy for th ousands , forgivine; iniquity and transgr ess i on and sin: ••• " It is true , 
nnd we must never for get it, thn t God punishes impenitent sinners , but He is ve ry 
gro.cious t o for give tho se who r epent. This truth rint;s like n lie ll clearly throu;:;h 
the pages of Scripture . Thus Do.vid sings in Psa l m 86 11 Thou , 0 Lor d , c. rt a Goel full 
of c ompns sion and c r nci ous, Slow t o a.nge r, nnd p l ent eous in mercy nnc1. truth," c.nd 
in Psalm 103 "Bless the Lord , 0 my soul; and f or ge t n o t a ll his benefits ; Viho 
f or giveth all thine iniquities; -vJho hcn l e th o. 11 thy d iseases ". 

God 1 s for givenes s of those who turn t o Hi m i n r epont nnce cmd confess i on of 
their sins , is full a nd complete. · The Di b l e r e i t e ro.tes this over cmd over age.in, using 
mo.ny different descrip ti ons t o emphasise this i mportant a.n.d pence .. e; ivin[o truth ttat 
God' s for giveness is full and comple t e . For e ~a.n'l.p le , Psa l m 103 says "J,s fe.t as the 
ea st is from the west ~ s o f ur hath he removed our transgr ess i ons fr om us. 11 In Micah 
7 we r end God "will tread o ur iniquities unde r fo ot : and th ou wilt cast a. 11 their 
sins into the dep ths of the sea ." Iso. i nh stn t c s "Tho u ho.st co.st a. 11 my s ins behind 
thy back" and in Isa.ia.h 44 God so.ys "I have b l otted out, as u t}:iic1':: cloud, thy 
transg r e ssions , o. nd , a s n cloud, thy sins 11

, ruJ.d c.t_:a. in "Though ydu r s ins be c.s sc:wlet 
the y shall be ns white ns snow, th ough they be r ed like crimson they sho.11 1;c ns wcol 11 , 

11.nd St . Pnul stntes ve ry vividly thnt for tho for c;iven man Goc1. doos no t r e ckon his 
sins to him, He nccounts him u s though he ho. d not c ommitted them . It seer:1s us th ouL;h 
the Bible exho.usts the poss ibilitie s of l a ngua ge to make clear t o us . t .hn t when we fl ro 
for give n , our sins a r e c omp lete l y b l otted ou t fr om God ' s s ight. This is n very lilessec: 
truth of the Chri stia.n Gospe l in wh ich we should c ontinuo.lly rej oice , tha t , thro ugh t he 
death of Christ the fullne ss of f or giveness is i..:; r o.nted to those who confess their ·sL1s 
and put their f o. i th in Christ . 

Unf ortuna t e ly the Roman Ca th olic doc trine of indulc;cnces ol:isc ures unc~ imlGDC1. 
deni.es this truth of the fullness c; f for giveness . The Romnn Catholic Church touches 
tha t the sins vhich Christio.ns commit n re no t f ully forgi ven on confess i on . It t eaches 
thnt the e ternal punishment is f or given for Christ ' s s-o.ke , b lit temror CJ. l punishnent r·.nd 
so. tisfo.ction f or the se so.me sins must be ma.de b y us ; e ithe r in this life e r in 
purgatory. It will be seen thn t this t eaching is not onl y o.ga.inst the Dil.ile ' s view 
of the fullness of God ' s f o r g iveness , b ut nlso dero t;o.tes fr o:r.i. Christ's wo r k on 
CC\lvary . For ove r o.nd al.Jove the satisfa ction thnt He the re -r.JD.de on Ca.lvary, it i s 
snid tha t 'Ne ourselves n lso must mnke rl.dd i tiono.l so.ti sfnction, wi th0ut which the 
puni shrnent of our sins cannot be f orrc;i ven . 

The Romnn Co.tholi c Church t eaches further that this t emporr. l so.tisi'o.ct:ion 
a nd _punishment which _we ·ourselves must under go becnuse. of our sins mo..y 1.e l essened 
and, indeed , c ompl e t e ly for~iven by the obtaining of o.n indul~;ence or i nd ulccnccs . 
These indulgences o.re i'ssued by the Pope , f o r the r emissi on of the temp or E1.l lJUni shment 
s o.id to be due for b ur .sins , e spe cially punishment in purgntory . As i s we ll known, the 
historicnl cnu se of the' Re f"ormllti on wns the e;r anting of such in:du l ijerice~ _in r e turn 
fo r gifts of money townrd s the build inc; of St . Peter ' s Cc."bhed r o. l C\t Rome . Nowo.dnys 
indule;ences a.re grunted for n g r en t number of things; f or examp l e , f o"r n v isit t o 
Rome -in the Holy Yenr, or for the wea ring of certain bo.d[;cs or medn l s r ound one 1 s neck , 
or fo r certain pious acts , or for the sa.yint:; of certain i:: r a.ye rs. An offici c. l list 
of things , the doing of which ob t nins ind ulgences , is pub lished i n Rome . 

The "theory of indu l gences involve s several errors . Firstly, the ba sic one 
I hnve mentioned , no.me ly the teo. chine; thnt i n for t; iving sins God does not forgive 
completely, only pa.rtio.lly, l eo.ving so rre of the pena lty for ourse l ves to sntisfy 
for . A seconc1. error involved is thct t the Church, i ns t ead of bc i nr; the mcsscnc;er of 
God ' s for give ne ss by proclniminG the Gospel of f or c i veness , is re car ded as God ' s 
pleni potentiary , d ispensing or wi thholdint; forc i veness , so thn t f or o. conside ration 
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'Ihe f or emo st chci r o.cte ri.s tic of Go.d i s Hi s l ove o.nd gr o.ci ousne ss . For 
e xo.mp l e in the early cho.p t e rs of the Bi b l e when God pr oc l o. i med Hi s im:mc , t ho. t i s Hi s 
cho.r o.cte r, t o Mo se s i n Exodus 34 , He declnrec.1 Hinse lf to be " t he Lo r d ,,. 0 God fu ll 
of compa s s i on a nd gr r. ci ou s , sl ow tc o.n ge r, o.nd p l ent eous i n me rcy o.nd ·tr uth ; ke ep i n e; 
me rcy f or thousand s, f or giving i niquity o.nd trnnsr; r essi on and sin: ••• " It i s true , 
nnd we must neve r f or ge t it, tho. t God puni shes i mpe nitent s i nne r s , but He is ve r y 
gr a cious t o f or gi ve those who r epent. '1h i s tru th ri ngs like n be ll c l e o. rly t h r ouch 
the page s of Scripture . '.Ihus Do.vi cl s i ng s i n Pso. l m 86 nThou , 0 Lor d , o. rt a Goel ful l 
of c ompns si on nncl gr nci o us .. Sl ow to o. nge r, nnd p l ent eous i n me rcy o.n cl truth . " o.nd 
i n Psa l m 103 "Bl ess t he Lor d , 0 my s oul; and f or ge t n o t o. 11 hi s benefi ts ; Vibo 
f or give th o. ll thine iniquitie s; ·viho hco. l e th o. ll t hy d i seo.ses 11

, 

God 1 s f or gi veness of t hose who t ur n t o Hi m i n r e pentance nnd confess i on of 
t he ir s ins , is full a nd compl e t e . · 'Ihe Di b l e r c i t ero.tes t h i s ove r ~md ove r o.g c.. i n , us i ng 
many diffe r e nt de s cri p ti ons t o emphnsi se thi s i mporto.nt o.n.d pc o. ce .. g i vi nc; t r ut h tl::at 
God's f o r gi ve ne ss i s fu ll and c ompl e t e . For e xamp l e , Psa l m 103 says nLs far ns t he 
ea st is fr om the west, so f o. r ha th he r emoved our trans gr e ss i ons f r om us . 11 I n Mi co.h 
7 we r end God 11will trend o ur i n iquitie s unde r f oot: a nd th ou wil t cast a ll t h e ir 
sins i n t o the dep th s of t he sea ." I sn i ['\h sto. t c s "Tho u h a st co.st a ll my s i ns J;ehind 
thy back " and i n I so. i o.h 44 God snys nI ho. ve blo tted out, o. s o. t}:iick c l oud , t hy 
transg r ess i on s , a nd , as o. c l oud , t hy s i ns 11

, ruid cu· .. i n " 'Ihour:;h y uur s i ns be n s sc ctrlet 
they sh a ll be as white o.s snow, t h ough they be r e d like .cr i mscm :they sho.11 1,c ns wco l 11. 

11.nd St. Po.ul s t ates ve r y v i v i d l y tha t f or t he fo r c;i ven man Goe~ d oc s no t r eckon h i s 
sins t o him, He a cc ount s h i m n s though he ho. cl not c ommitted t h em . It se en s o.s tho ui.;h 
the Bi b l e exho.us t s the possibilitie s of l angua ge to rnD.ke c l eo. r t o us . t hct t when we rt r o 
for gi ven , our s i n s n r e c ompl e t e l y b l otted out from God ' s s i iJi t. nlis i s n ve·r y hlessec~ 
truth of the Chri s tio.n Go spe l i n wh i ch we should continuo. lly re j c i cE. , t ho.t, t h r ough the 
denth of Chri st the fullne ss of f or r.; i veness i s t; r nnted t o those wh o· confess their :si ns 
nnd pu t the ir f nith in Christ. 

Unf ortuna t e l y the Ro:mo.n Cnt h oli c d oc tri ne of i ndul t;cnce s obscur es o. nc'. inclGc c'. 
denies th'i s tru t h of t he fu llness c;f f o r gi vene ss . The Roman Cnthol ic Chur ch t co. che s 
tha t the sins Ni. i ch Ch ri st i ans corrunit n r o no t f ully fo r 3i ven on confe s s i on . It t eaches 
t h o. t the e t e r na l puni shment i s f or gi ven f or Chri st' s suke , but t empor o.. l punishnent Lnd 
sc.ti sf ncti on f or t hese so.me s i ns mus t be mode b y us ; e ithe r i n t h i s li f e e r in 
purgo. t or y . It will be seen the; t this t ea ch i ng i s no t 0n l y a ga i ns t the Di b l e 1 s v i ew 
of the fullness of . God ' s f o r g i veness , b ut a l s o de r o c,o.tes f r om Chr ist ' s wor k on 
Cnl vo. ry. For ove r and nb ove th e snt i sf C\ cti on tha t He t he r e - m do en Co. l var y , i t is 
sni cl thnt we our se l ves o. l so mus t mo.ke ndd i ti ono. l so. ti sf nc ti on, wi t h c ut wh i ch the 
punishment of our s i ns cnnnot be f or gi ven . 

The Roma.n Co.th oli c Church t eo.ch es fu rthe r tho.t thi s temp 0r C'.l s C\ tisfo.ct i on 
nnd .punishment whi.ch .we ou r se l ves mus t under go be cause . of our s.ins ma.y 1.e l essened 
and , i ndeed , compl e t e l y fo r e_i ven by the obta i ning · of o.n indul:~ence or i ndulc cncos . 
The se i nd ulgences are i ·ssued by the Popc. , f o r the r emi ss i on of the t emp or n l J:.i Uni shment 
snid t o be d ue f oir :o ur s i ns , espe cia lly p un i s hment i n pur e;o. t ory . 11.s is .we ll k nowri, the 
hi s t oric o. l cDuse bf the ' Re f or ffic'l ti on wo. s t he gr o.nti n g of s uch i nd ul Gerices .in r e t ur n 
f or gifts of money t owo..r ds t he build ing of St. Pe t e r' s Cn t he cl ro..l n t Rome . Nowndo.ys 
ind ul c;ence s a. r e g r nnted f or o. e; r en t n umbe r of thi ngs ; f or e xamp l e , f or o. v i s i t t o 
Rome -in the Ho l y Year, or f or t he wea rin g of certa i n bad ~:c s or meda l s r ounG. one 1 s . ne ck , 
or f or ce rta in p i ou s a ct s , or f o r t he sayi ne; of ce r ta i n 1:c r o.ye r s . An of f i cio. l li s t 
of thine;s , the doing of wh ich ob t ains i nd ule; ences , i s pub li shed. i n Rome . 

'1he th e ory of i ndu l gences i nvo l ve s seve r o. l e rr or s . Firs tly , the ho.s ic one 
I ha ve mentioned , nnme l y the t ench i nc:; thn t in f or c i v i ng s i ns God does not f o r i:; i ve 
compl e t e l y , onl y pa rtin lly , l eo.ving soITB of the penal ty f or ourselve s t o so.tisfy 
f or. A s e c on cl_ e rro r i nv ol ved i s t hct t the Church , i ns t ead of be i n r; the m0 ssenc;c r of 
God 1 s f or gi ve ne s s by pr ocln i mine; the Gos pe l of f or c; i vone ss , is r e r;o.rded o. s God ' s 
pl enipo t entia ry, d ispe n s ing or withhol di ng fo r e; i voness , s o tho.t f or a cons i de rat i on 
it co.n dispense f or give ness by way of an i ndul gence . The r e i s o.l so o. t hird e rr or 
on which the theor y o f i nd ule;e nces i s bu se d , no.me l y t he t r nnsfe r ence of mori t s from 
one pe rson t o ano the r; f or one of the t;r o unds of i ndul c,ence s i s so. i d to be the super­
abundant merits of the so. i nts which r cmo. in ove r o.nd above the r equired amount of 
merit they needed f or entrance i n t o heo.ven o.nd which i s th us so. i d t o 1::e o. t the di s poso. l 
of the Church t o be transf e rred by wo.y of o.n indulge nce t o those iuho se me rit s c ome 
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short of the amo un t needed f o:I:' Heaven, but of cour se r.:cri t s c nnnot be t o tted up i n 
this c omme rci a l s ort of way . flt thi s po i n t l.mut he r e rror ente rs, fo r the truth i s 
that ne ithe r our me rits, nor the merits of the sai n t s , c nn e;e t anyone t o Henven . 
We who would ente r Hc::n ren must tru st i n Chri s t a l one , Hi s me rits a l one a re the gr ound 
f or entra nce th~re . 

'Ihe theory of i nc'. ulgence s goe s close l y with ihe t he or y cf purga t ory, f or 
ind ulc;ences are p rimuri'ly f or the pur pose of r emi tt i ng pun i shment suiC. t o be 
r e quired in purga t ory • .. I3ut pu r gatol'y hn s no bn s i s i n Scr i pture , nnd i s t hu s an 
imaginary p l a ce . Si mila rly , i nd ulge nces have n o b as i s i n Scripture , b ut n r e based 
on unscri ptura l t ene t s s uch o.s the transf e r ence of merits fr om ono Chri sti an t o 
an othe r, a nd e s peci a lly on the concep t tha t i n f o r gi veness God does no t f or gi ve all 
the pena lty. '.lb.is, n s we have seen, i s con t r nr y t o the clear l nnguo. ge of Scrip t u r e . 

It is true thc t God as n f athe r ch o.s t ens Hi s children wh om He l oves , i n 
or der tha t the y mi ght r e c ogni ze and be sorry f or the ir sins and so mi gh t br ow mo re 
like the ir Saviour Christ, bu t the doctrine of pur gnt ory and of i ndu l gen ces i s 
some thing diffe r ent . It is n ot connec t e d with th e chnst eni nc of D. l ov i ng f r.\thcr, 
but with the pe:nn lty i mpo sed by the juuge . IIuwevcr, th i s penal ty , the Bi b l e t eaches, 
ha s been fully bor ne by Chri st. As St. Pn ul s c.ys " Chris t h a s r ede emed us f rom the 
~1ir 1:Jo h uviug boe o!ll.P u. curse for us", £',ncl as I so. i nh p uts it "the Lo r d ha s l a i d on Hi m 
the iniquity of us o. 11 11

• 

'.lhe Romn.n Ca tholic Ch urch makes n disti nc tion be tween t h e for giveness of 
th ose sins c ommitted bef or e bapti sm and the f or gi veness of tho se commi t t ed a f t e r 
bapti sm . For th o se s i ns c orrunitted bef or e ba ptism tho.t Chu r ch fo llows the Di bl e 
ten ching tho. t the r e i s fu ll f or gi vene ss ; oJl t he peno. lty, whe t he r e t c rm~ l or t empor o. l, 
be i ng f o r gi ven t h r ough the dco. th of Chri s t; bu t fo r s i ns c om..rni t t c d by Chri st i o.ns· 
afte r bap tism, it t ouches t h n t pn r t of t he peno. l ty i s f or c; ivon f or Ch ri s t' G sake c.nd 
po. rt i s not f or e;i ven, 1JUt hns t o Le snti sfi cd for by our se l ve s. '.Ih i s sa tisfo.cti on , 
it is so. i d , may be r emitted by the pope , t hrouch the ob t n i nine; of o.n i ndul t;._, ncc 
gr ant ed f or o. c opside r o. ti on of s ome good de ed or anot he r, such o. s t he wearinc of o. 
medalli on . However , the Bi b l e knows no di stincti on i n the f or ci veness of s i ns , n or 
ho.s it nny t c o.ch i ng tho. t we h ave t o so. ti sfy f or some po. rt of our s i ns ourse l ves , much 
l e s s tha t the Church cb.n di spense with t his snti sf o.cti on by t he issuinc of c~n 
indulgence. All s uch theories have n o bas is in Scrip ture . 

I t i s much t o be de sired tha t the :Roman Co.th olic Church sh oul d extend its 
t eaching abo ut the fu ll f or give ness of s i n s corruni tted bef or e bo. pti sn (-Nhich acco rds 
with the Di b l e ), . to t h e f or givene ss of nll si ns, fo r the n i t woul d have nc ne ed of o. 
pu r gat or y or of i ndulgences . We shou l d r eme mbe r tha t it wo.s about the sins of 
Christians c orruni tted afte r t he ir bapti sr:J. tha t the i~p o s tle John wr ote "If we c onfe s s 
our sin s he is f aithful o.nd ri ghteous . to f or gi ve us our s i ns and t o clea nse us f r ol"!l 
o.11 unri ghteousne ss", nnd o.gnin, 11 If D.UJr mo.n s i n we h~ve nn ad voc o. te wi th the h\ tho r, 
J e sus Chri s t the ri #J. t eo us, a nd He is. the p r opi t i a ti on f or our sins ". Thi s i s the 
Bi bl e do ctrine of f or giveness , that all sins , wheneve r c ommitted , a r e f or gi ven by 
God f r ee l y o.nd c ompl e t e l y i f we turn. fr om them, o.nd c onf ess then to Hi m, o.skinc f or 
me rcy and f or gi veness . 'Ihe basi s of ' tho.t f or g i vene s s i s the c orap l e te satisfac t ion 
tha t J e sus Christ ha s P.l<:tde f or our s i n s by Hi s death on the cro ss . liihcn Goe: f or g}.vcs 
s inners fo r Chri st' s snke He f or gi ves t hem compl e t e l y , not pn r t i o. lly . He p uts t hose 
~.ins b<>hind His back , He b l o t s them out us a thick c l oud f r om His s i gh t. Ifo d ocs no t 
t ake a cc ount of the f act tha t we ho.ve comrni tted t hen . 

And so , freel y f or gi ven by Hi s grace, we ho.ve pence wit h God . 



that neither our merits, n or the me rits of the saints, c an e;e t anyone t o Heaven . 
We who would enter He:::iven must trust in Christ a l one , Hi s me rits a l one a. r e the gr ound 
for entrance th~re. 

'Ihe theory of inc'. ulgences goe s closely with the theory cf purga t o ry, for 
indulc;ences are primarily f or the purpose of r emi tt in[i puni shment so.id t o be 
required in purga t ory • .. I3ut pu r go.tol'y hr:.s no bo.s is i n Scr ipture , c.~nd is t h us an 
imaginary place. Similurly, ind ulgences have no basis in Scripture, b ut a r e bo.sed 
on unscriptura l t enets such ns the transf e r ence of merits fr om one Christian t o 
anothe r, and especially on the concep t tha t i n f o r giveness God does not f or give a ll 
the penalty. '.Lhis, o.s we ha ve seen, is contrur y t o the clear l nnguuge of Scripture. 

It is true thc t God as n f athe r chast e ns His children whom He l oves , i n 
order that they might r e c ognize and be sorry f or their sins and s o mi ght gr ow more 
like their Saviour Christ, bu t the doctrine of pur gc. t ory and of i ndu l gences is 
something d iffere nt , It is n ot connected ·with th e cho.stenine; of o. l oving f a ther, 
but with the pennlty imposed by the judge . However, this penalty, the Bi ble t eaches, 
ha s been fully borne by Christ. As St. Pnu l s ays "Chri s t h a s r edeemed us from the 
r11nm ho.viug boe om.P u curse for us", and as Isa i a h puts it "the Lord ho.s l a i d on Hi m 
the iniquity of us a ll 11. 

The Roman Catholic Church makes a distinction be tween the foq~iveness of 
th ose sins c ommitted before baptism o.nd the f or give ne s s of those committed a f ter 
bo.pti sm . For tho se sins committed befor e baptism tho. t Chu rch follows the Di ble 
teaching tho. t the r e is full for gi veness ; a).l the pcno.lty, whether etcrmcl or tempor o. l, 
being f o r gi ven thro ugh the deo.th of' Christ; but f or s i ns c orYl!Ili t t ed by Christia.ns: 
af t e r bnp tism, it t eaches thQt pQrt of the penn. lt-y i s f o r given fo r Ch rist' s snke o.ncl 
po. rt is not f or gi ven, bu t ho.s t o Le satisfied for by ourselves. lb.is satisfacti on, 
it is so.id, may be r emitted by the pope , through the ob t a i nine; of o.n i ndu l r;cnce 
gr anted for n copside r o.ti on of some good deed or anothe r, such o.s the wearing uf o. 
medallion. However, the' Bi b l e knows no distinction i n the f or c;iveness of sins , n or 
has it any t eo.ching thn t we hm.re t o satisfy f or some pa rt of our sins ourse l ves , much 
l ess tho.t the Church cb.n dispense with thi s sn tisfo.cti on by the issuinc of c~n 

indulgence. All such the ories have n o basis in Scrip ture. 

It is much t o be des ired that the Roman Ca th olic Church shou l d e xtend its 
t eaching abo ut th e full forgiveness of sins committed before bo.pti sm (which acco rds 
with the Di ble), . to the f orgiveness of a ll sins, f o r the n it woul d have no need of o. 
purgatory or of indulgences. We should r emembe r that it was about the sins of 
Christio.ns c ornmi tted after their baptism tha t the i1po stle John wr ote 11 If we c onfess 
our sins he is faithful and ri ghteous to f or give us our sins and t o cleo.nse us fr om 
a ll unri ghteousness 11

, and ago. in, 11If any mo.n sin we hf'..ve an ndvoco.te with the I,.u thc r, 
Fsus Christ the rid:lte ous, and He is the p r opitio.tion for our sins "• This is the 
Bi ble doctrine of f or giveness , t'h'Ut o.11 sins, whenever committecl , a r e f or give n by 
God freely and c omple t e ly if we turn. from them, and c onf ess the T:J. t o Him, askinc for 
mercy and f or giveness . lhe basis of '"that f or g iveness is the c ompl e te satisfaction 
tha t J es us Christ has m9.de f or our sins by His death on the cros s. ·when God fo r g;J.ves 
sinners for Christ's sake He forgives the:rp. complete ly, n ot po. rtia lly . He puts those 
s.ins behind His bo.ck, He blots them out as a thick cloud from His sight. lfo .docs not 
t ake a cc ount of the f act tho. t we ho.ve committed then . 

And so, freely for given by His grace, we ho.v~ peace wi t h God . 
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