
11 THE PROTESTANT FAITH" . 
IS BROADCAST 

EVERY SECOND s-··:·JDAY 
AT 9.15 PM 

OVER 2CH . 

Copi e s of those fortnighl y 
broadcns ts may be obtained 

(£1 per yea r poited) by 
writing to "The Protesto..nt 
·Fc.th 11 , c/- 2.GH, York Stree t 

· · Sydn ey 

( 

23rd Tllny, 196 5. 

! ' 

L 

ASSURANCE OF SALVATION ----------------------

by 
D. B. KNOX 

THE PROTESTANT FAITH 



This erroneous teaching 
of looking to our own efforts 
to get to heaven, is not, of 
course confined to Roman 
Catholics. It springs up 
naturally in t he h .nan heart, 
and that is doubtless its 
source in ·Romon Catholicism. 
It is held, sometimes unconsc­
iously, by a great number of 
people outside _-the Roman Ca th­
olic Communion. However, · the 
tea ching of the Bible is clear 
tha t God does not promise us 
salvat±n because of our merits, 
but only because of the death 
of Christ for us. I quote 
from Titus 3:4 in Mgr. Knox's 
translntion. 11 H'e saved us and 
it wa s not tho.nks to anything. 
we had done for ou:r own justi­
fication. So, justified by 
his grace we wore to become 
heirs, vvi th the hope of eternru 
life set before us. We will 
be accepted by God at the 
Judgment nay only on account 
of the merits of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, through 
faith and not for our own 
works or deservings. His 
merits are perfect that is 
why we may be sure of our sal-

" 

- God intends that ou:r 
life should be a h~ppy one ·. He 
does not begrudge us.h:q:piness, 
but fills our · life "with joy 
and gladness. There is no 
reason why our -lives · should 
~ot be intensley happy, enjoy­
ing all the good ·. gifts that 
God has given us. But if we 
are to a cheive this it will 
only be through living a · life 
based on faith, that i s , based 
on t h e recognition t h c:i.t God is 
a l ways our almighty and · all 
loving shepherd. Otherwise 
the events which' happen to us 
will get us down .· and unde~: 
mine our serenity. God has · 
not promised us fre edom from . 
sorrow and · grief. Our Lord · 
was a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief.. But He 
has promised that we will not 
have tria ls more than · we -~· are 
able to bear (I Cor. 10:13)0 
and also the He will -be with U3 
in them (Psalm 23:4). 

Knowledg e that God will 
be with us in tho future lifts 
the load of anxiety - if we 
really believe it. . "Cast all 



your cares upon Him", says St. 
PGter in ch~pter 5 of his 
first leJ;ter, "for . He cares 
for you". But we crm only do 
this if we live by faith ench 
day, ·and not only when troubles 
come. . Each day we should 
remember God and His sovereign 
love, and live in the know~ 
ledge·of His promises, which 
meons, of course~ that we must 
know tho Bible, . where those 
promises are to be found$ The 
Bible is vrri t ten -in clear 
lnngunge, ' not difficult to 
undorstne,d, especially if you 
get a modern translation. 

One of the great f actors 
which contributes to Christian 
joy is the knowledge that our 
fUture is in God's hnnds and 
so is'safe, not only up to 
death, but beyond·. :Every 
Chri stic.n who · knows ;-nd 
believes God's promises ns He 1 

hns given them to us · in 
Scripture, is able to say1 as 
St. Paul so.id "I know whom I 
have believed and 8.m persuaded 
that He is able to keep that 
which I have- committed unto 
Him, against that day" (2 Tim 

they should live under the 
dark.shadow of the uncer t ainty 
of their final salvation" 
They oannott be sure .that they 
are going to heaven Q 

This ei:roneous teaching 
.r~ollows. naturally . f rom the 
Roman Ca tholic view that salv, 
ation depends :in pa:rt on our 
own .e ffcrts; for· if thjs 
teoohing were· true~ who could 
have a sure · co::1fi dence as h.G .' 
f aced death~ .for none of us 
would di..',re to be so premmpt·~· 
uous as to t,b:ink t hat at the 
Judgment . D2y his · 0111111 merits 
would be cer t ::-Jiuly suff:ici ent 
to obtain Gcd.? s :::wproval., 
Christ.:, has taught us when wu 
have done· all -to SLty, iwo are 
unprofitable . servants 1 o So 
it would be i~possible for 
anyone who is not compldtely 
ca llous to his own. defic i enies ~ 

o have that joyous nssur o.nce 
of the certaintv of future 
blis~- a · jpy \hi.ch" is r efl ected 
and inculcated in tho Bible~ 
so long 0s he is be.sing his 
hope of sc..lvc-.tion, even in 
po.rt, on"the sort 6f l ife he 
is living c 



happy frnme of mind is the 
knowledge thnt the f'uture is 
in His ho..nds o.nd that He has 
forgiven us our sins and will 
conplete the work that He has 
begun i~ us Gnd will bring usio 
Himself. "Gos is faithful who 
nlso will do it" St. ·I>aul - · 
told the Thessalonians (IThes. 
5: 23,24). 

In view of the clear and 
emphati6 tenching of the Bible 
the question arises how does 
the Ronan Ca tholic denominntim 
come to hold - and teach tho 
opposite viow. The Solution 
of the diffiaulty is not far 
to seok. The Ro!!lan Catholic 
ohurch believes · that our sal­
vation is based, not on the 
merits of our Lord Jesus Chri~ 
only, but 0lso in part on our 
own merits. · Naturally, if 
this were so, it would be 
impossible for persons, sensi­
tive to their own deficiencim, 
as we all should be, to have 
any joy of assuro.nce of sal­
vation, except in the case of 
a specio.1 revelation; and in 
keeping with this members of 
the Roman Church are told that 

" 

1:12) and in another place St o 
Paul wrote' 11 1 have fought the 
g ood fight; I have finished 
the course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is 
laid up for me the crown of 
~ighteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall 
give to me at that day: and 
not only to m~ but also to all 
them that have loved his 
appearing." (2Tim. 4:8)~ 

It was characteristic of 
the apostle Paul that as he 
faced the ' f'uture, with its 
uncertainty, o.nd its ·ultimate 
conolusion in death1 he wrn 
f'ull of absolute confidence anl 
assurance. He knew that he 
was going to Heaven-:- There is 
no doubtfulness or.mncortn;j..Tity 
in that exolrunation of his 
which I have just quotedc 
"··· henceforth there is lnid 
LP for me-the crown of right­

eousness". You will recall 
that he gave expression to the 
saner snntir:ient93 in tho . eighth 
chapter of his · letter to tho 
Chu~ch at Rone, when .he ca~led 
upon his readers to be absolut­
ely confident of their salvat-



ion in Christ·; He exclaimed: 
Who shall separD.te us from t:e 
love of Christ? Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of Go<li 
eleot? Shall trouble or 
death?.;. I run persuaded", he 
went on, "I run persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor · 
angels, nor principaliti~s, 
nor things present, nor · things 
to come, nor powers,; nor 
height, nor depth, nor any 
other creo.. ture, shall be a lJ le 
tc separate us from the love 
of God, which - is in . Christ 
Jesus our Lord." (Rom • . 8:33) .• : 

There is no shadow .of a . 
doubt that the . Apostle. was · 
absolutely confid~nt . · -· l?f his · 
own eternal salvation, and he 
expeoted his reader:s in t ·he \ 
Church at Rome to experience 
this oonfidence for themselvEE, 
about their own f'uture, There 
are similar expressions in 
Phil. 1:6 and in John 10:28 
where Jesus promises those who 
believe in Him. 11 1 give unto 
them eternal life and they 
shall never perish". 

saved", written by a well 
known Sydney Roman Catholic 
:pokesman, we read on page 26 

"Never in this life are we 
allowed to make it a certain iy 
that we shall be saved"~ But 
as we have _seen, th·e psa1mis t 
was certain 1.11 shall dwell in 
the house · of the Lord f or 
ever" e S.to Paul was certain~ 
and })e .expected· his readers .­
at Rome tp be certain· of . 
their salvat_ion; and Sto John. 
wrote i .n I John · 5:13 "Tho s e 
thin\s have-· I : writt en unt l" 
you that. you may. ~ tha t 
you have __ eternal life~ even 
to you who believe on ire name 
of the Son of God"., 

After all,· how coUld we 
.1ave any happiness or seren,­
ity of mind if we wer e 
uncertain whether we were 
going. to heaven or hell 9 

Everything else pales into 
insignificance if we· take 
this question seriouslyo But 
God intends us to have a 
happy frame of ·minde Indoed 
He commands it, · "Rejoice in 
+no T.nrt'l R.1WHVR 11 " And o:ao 0 f 



··~;h 
l1dve believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto 
Him aeainst that day". 

It may be thought sur­
prising, in view of the fact 
that the }"";ible teaches us to 
have a joy.ful confidence in 
regaxd to our future, that the 
Roman Catholig Church should 
teach . that suQh confidence 'is 
a sin. Yet in fact it does 
teach this, and it anathemat­
i ze s t:1.~ose who are completely 
confident about their eternal 
safety: for example Cc-inon 16 
of Session 6 ~f the Com ... cil cf 
Trent, anathematizes those who 
are c ortain of their ultimate 
sa lvation . 

The S311 e viewpoint is 
express e d by Thomas Aquinas, 
tho most f 2mous Roman Catholic 
writ,- r v1ho · in his Summa 
(II-I. Q 112. a .5) vIDte "No t 
mcm can knovv vvhether he has 
sanct:Lfying grace", that is 
no ma n ca n know whether he is 
go ing to hGaven OE to hell. 
Similarly , in a pamphlet 
entitled nso you think you are 

'\ 

Now this · confident 
expectation of s oivation is 
not found only in the New 
Testament; but · it is equally 
characteristic of the Old. 
Thus, the Old Testament Psalm­
ist s ang "God is the strength 

:.' my heart and ri y Portion . for 
ever." Again, all of us will 
recall that the most fam0us of 
all the pass~go s of the·Bible, 
the twenty-th ird Psalm, where 
David wrote" ••• though I walk 
through the v n lloy of the 
shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil... Su.roly goodness 
and mercy shall follow me. o.11 
the days of my life: o.nd I 
will dwell in.the house of the 
Lord for ever." As Dnvid oon­
templated the future; with its 
inevitnble vicissitudes, its 
ups and its downs, mi.d its 
culmina tion in the finQl 
valley of death, he wns per­
T8ctly confident of h is relat-

nship to God through it a ll. 
"Thou nrt with me 11 , ·he 'rro te, 
11 I will ~dwell in the house 
of the L

0
rd for ever. 11 



You may ask 5 how· is it 
possible to have this sure 
confidence in the face of dec:rth 
and of tho judgment of God 
which foll0ws? How is this 
confidence possible, when we 
are so conscious of our sins 
and short- comings? Yet there 
is no doubt that the Bible 
reflects and expresses such 
GOnfidence and it expects us 
to enjoy it ' too if we are 
ChristinnsG The answer to the 
dilema ie quite simple~ wo 
are to be confident because 
our hope of saivation is based 
md grounded on whnt our Lord 
Josus Christ hns ~ccomplisLed 
for us; on what Re di~ on our 
boh~lf ~ at Cnlvary. We are 
snvod because He died for us. 
Thus it is t~ · God that we look 
for s~lvation~ It is in th~ 
Lord that we have confid oncec 
11 Rejoi.ce in the Lord alway 11 

says st . Paul to the Philip­
pionsc It is only in the · 
Lord that we have confidenceu 
11 Corte.inly there is no j uy or 
confidenc~ if we contemplate 
ourselves. 

~ 

( 

If our salvation were to 
depend on our ovm g-.>od w ;:rks 7 
on the height of the moral 
ladder tovwhich vve have climlJBd 
by our o~m effort 3 or if our 
salvction depended ~n the 
strength of our grip on the 
rungs of that ladder ; vve could 
hnve no confidence, o..nd it 
would be presUm.ption· to base 
nny hope on thiso 3ut it is 
on Cb.rist tho.t we depen::lc 
0bri st 1 s work for us is per·­
fect and we .:::.re accepted by 
God j_n HjJn' if wo put ou:;:· fni ih 
in Him. So~ ns :tho hvrnn vrTite:r 
has so nptiy sut:nnod" up the 
G ,-; spo l~ "Nothing in my hm:.d I 
bring 9 · simply to Thy cross I 
cling"o It is not ·what wa have 
been o.ble to do 5 but what 
Christ h~s so porf 2ctly done 
for us that s e l-_.ures our entry 
into He8.vena Our g'round of 
hope is Christ ,and Christ 
onlyo This g round is surey 
rn1d so our hope is sureo As 
we face the future we look to 
God with full confid .... ·nce c.nd 
certainty th2t He will keep 
His promise to snve n ll those 
who put . their trust in Christ 
So.id Ste Paul 11 I know whom I 



You may ask) how· is it 
pos s ible to have this 
confidence in the face of 
and of the judgment of 

sure 
deafh 

God 
this which follows? How is 

confidence possible, when we 
are so conscious of our sins 
and short-comings? Yet there 
is no doubt that the Bible 
reflects and expresses such 
GOnfidonce and it expects us 
to enjoy it ' too if we are 
Christions~ The answer to the 
dilema ie quite simple~ wo 
are to be confident becnuse 
our hope of saivation is based 
md grounded on whnt our Lord 
Jesus Christ has ~ccomplisLed 
for us; on what Re di~ on our 
boh~lf ~ at Cnlvary. We are 
snvod because He diod for us. 
Thus it is ta ·God that we look 
for s~lvation~ It is in th~ 
Lord that we have confid oncoc 
"Rejoi.ce in the Lord alway 11 

says st. Paul to the Philip­
pionsc It is only in the · 
Lord that we have confidenceo 
11 Corte.inly there is no j uy or 
confidonc~ if we contemplate 
ourselves. 

~ 

If our salvation were to 
depend on our own g-Jod w •rks 7 
on the height of tho moral 
ladder tovwhich we have clim11£d 
by our own effort~ or if our 
salvction dopondod 0n the 
stre~ofu. of our grip on the 
rungs of tho..t ladder 1 vve could 
hnve no confidence, c.nd it 
would be presUillption· to bc..se 
any hope on thiso 3ut it is 
on Cr..rist tho.t wo depen:::" 
0bri st 1 s work for us is per­
fect and we .:::.re accepted by 
God in HjJn' if wo put ou:r· fni ih 
in Him. So~ ns :tho hvrnn vrrite:r 
has so nptiy sunnnod'"' up the 
G ,-.'spo l~ "Nothing in my har ... d I 
bring 9 · simply to Thy cross I 
cling 11

o It is not ·what wo huve 
been o.ble to do 5 but what 
Christ hes so porf 2ctly done 
for us that secures our entry 
into He8.veno Our g'round of 
hope is Christ ,and Christ 
onlyo This ground is surey 
[illd so our hope is suroo As 
we face the future we look to 
God with full confid .... nce c.nd 
certainty th~t He will keep 
His promise to snve nll those 
who put . their trust in Christ 
Said Ste Paul 11 I know whom I 



... ff2'., 
lidve believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto 
Him ac;ainst that day". 

It may be thought sur­
pris ing , in view of the fact 
that t he T~ible tea ches us to 
have a joyful confidence in 
regard to our f uture, that the 
Roman Ca t ho liQ Church should 
teach - t hat suoh confidence 'is 
a sin. Yet in fact it does 
t each t his, and it anathemat­
i zes t :1 ~ose who are completely 
conf i dent about their eternal 
sa f e ty: for example C.::inon 16 
of Session 6 1' f the ComLcil of 
Trent , ana t homatizes those who 
are c ert ain of . t heir ultimat e 
salva tion. 

The sane vi ewpoint is 
expressed by Thomas Aquinas, 
the mo s t fsrn ous Roman Catholic 
w:r i t ,: r who · in his Summa 
(II-I. Q 112 . a .5) vaote "No 
man c8.l'l kno vv whether he has 
sanct:Lf ying grace 11 , that is 
no mnn can knmv whether he is 
going t o hoav en o± to hell. 
Similarly, in a pamphlet 
entitled 11 So you thinl{ you a re 

' 

Now this · confidont 
expectation of. s o.iva tion is 
not found only in the New 
Testament; but it is equally 
characteristic of the Old. 
Thus, the Old Testament Psalm­
ist sang "God is t h e strength 

:: my heart and l·1 y Portion for 
ever." Aga in, all of us will 
r ecall that the mo s t fa..mCDus of 
all the pns s2gos of t he ·Bible, 
the twenty-third Psa lm, where 
:David wrote" ••• t hough I walk 
t hrough the vnlley of the 
shadow of death, I will fe a r 
no evil ..• SU.rely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me. o,ll 
the days of my life: and I 
will dwell in . the house of the 
Lord for ever." As Tiavid 9on­
t empla t ed the fu tur"e; vd th its 
inevitnble vicissitudes, its 
ups and its downs, mld its 
culminntiGn in the finQl 
valley of death, he wns per­
f'P.ctly confident of his r el nt-

nship to God through it all. · 
"Thou art with me 11 , ·he 'rrote , 
11 I will ~ dwell in the hous e 
of the L

0
rd for ever. 11 



ion in Christ; He exclaimed: 
Who shall separ8.te us from tE 
love of Christ? Who shall lay 
anything to the chn.rge of GoG8 
eleot? Shall trouble or 
death?.;. I run persuaded", he 
went on, "I cm persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, n or · 
angels, n or principaliti~s, 
nor things present, nor · things 
to come, nor powers t; nor 
height, nor depth, nor any 
other creo.. ture, shall be alJle 
tc separate us from the love 
of God, which - is in. . Christ 
Jesus our Lord." (Rom • . 8:33) .• : 

There is no shadow .of a . 
doubt that the . Apostle. was · 
absolutely confid~nt . · -· l?f his · 
own eternal salvation, and he 
expeoted his readers in t ·he \ 
Church at Rome to experience 
this oonfidence for themselves, 
about their own fUture. There 
are similar expressions in 
Phil. 1:6 and in John 10:28 
where Jesus promises those who 
believe in Him. "I give unto 
them eternal life and they 
shall never perish". 

saved", written · by a well 
known Sydney Roman Catholic 
:pokesman2 we read on page 26 

"Never in this life are we 
allowed to make it a certa in iy 
that we shall be saved"~ But 
as we have .seen, th·e psa1mis t 
was certain 1.11 shall dwell in 
the house · of the Lord f or 
ever 11 e S.to Paul was certain~ 
and })e .expected· his readers .­
at Rome · tp . be certairr of . 
their sal va t_ion; and Sto John 
wrote i .n I John · 5:13 "These 
thiw:;- s have.· I : written unto 
you that you may. ~ thRt 
you have .. eternal life~ even 
to you who believe on -tm name 
of the Son of God"., 

After all,· how coUld we 
.1ave any happiness or seren-­
ity of mind if we were 
uncertain whether we were 
going. to heaven or hell 9 

Everything else pales into 
insignificance if we· take 
this question seriouslyo But 
God intends us to have a 
happy frame of ·minde Indoed 
He commands it, -"Rejoice in 
+no T.nrt'l ::i.1 WR.VR"" And o:no 0 f 



happy frnme of mind is the 
knowledge thnt the f'uture is 
in His hGnds o.nd tho.t He has 
forgiven us our sins nnd will 
complete the work thnt He has 
begun in us Gnd will bring ust:i 
Himself. "Gos is faithful who 
nlso will do it" St. -:Paul - -
told the Thessalonians (IThes. 
5: 23,24). 

In view of the clear o.nd 
emphati6 tea ching of the Bible 
the question arises how does 
the Roon.n Catholic denominntim 
come to hold - and tench tho 
opposite view. The Solution 
of the diffiaulty is not far 
to seok. The Ronan Catholic 
ohurch believes·that our sal­
vation is based, not on the 
merits of our Lord Jesus Chri~ 
only, but 0lso in part on our 
own morits. · Naturally, if 
this were so, it would be 
impossible for persons, sensi­
tive to their own deficiencim, ~ 
as we nll should be, to have 
any joy of o.ssuro.nce of sal­
vation, except in the case of 
a specio.l revelation; and in 
keeping with this members of 
the Roman Church are told that 

.. 

1:12) and in another place Sto 
Paul wrote· "I ho.ve fought the 
g ood fight; I have finished 
the course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is 
laid up for me the crown of 
-:-ighteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall 
give to me at that dny: and 
not only to m~ but also to all 
them that ho.ve loved his 
appearing." (2Tim. 4:8r .. 

It was characteristic of 
the apostle Paul that as he 
faced the ·f'uture, with its 
uncertainty, o.nd its ·ultimnte 
conolusion in deo.th 1 he wrs 
f'ull of absolute confidence nn1 
assuro.nce. He knew that he 
was going to Heaven-: There is 
no doubtfulness or.?unccrtnj..Tity 
in that exolrunntion of his 
which I have just quotedc 
"··· henceforth there is ln.id 
tp for me-the crown of right­

eousness". You will recall 
that he gave expression to the 
saner snntinent93 in tho . eighth 
chapter of his · letter to tho 
Chu~ch at Rone, when .he ca~led 
upon his readers to be absolut­
ely confident of their salvnt-



your cares upon Him", says St. 
PGter in chapter 5 of his 
first le:tter, "for . He cares 
for you". But we cnn only do 
this if we live by faith ench 
day, · and not only when troubles 
come. . Each dny we should 
remember .. God and His sovereign 
love, and live in the know~ 
ledge·of His promises, which 
meons, of course~ tha t we must 
know the Bible, : ·where · those 
promises are to be found. The 
Bible is wri t ten ·in clear 
language, ' not difficult .to 
understne,d, especially if you 
get ~ modern transla tion. 

0.ne of t he great f a ctors 
which contributes to -Christinn 
jo;'t is the knowledge that our 
:future is in God 1s hands and 
so is ' snfe, not only up to 
do8.th, but beyond·. Every 
Chri stic.n who · knows rnd 
believes God's promises o.s He ' 
hns given them to us · in 
Scripture, is able to say1 a s 
St. Paul s o..id 11 1 know whom I 
have believed and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that 
which I have. committed unto 
Him, against that day" (2 Tim 

they should l i ve unde::~ the 
dark.shadow of the uncer t ainty 
of their f i nal salvation" 
They cannott be sure .that they 
are going to heaven., 

This e:t'roneous t eaching 
_(ollows natura l ly . f r om tho 
Roman Ca tho lic view that salv­
a tion depends in po.r t on ou.~c 
own .e ffcrts; for" i f thj s 
teoohing wer e: true, wl1o could 
have a sure· co::1.fidence o.s :h'u .' 
f aced death~ for none of us 
would 01..1,r e to be so PJ'.'€81.JDP t •U• 
uous as t o t ,b:ink t hat at the 
Judgment. De.y .his · ow11 mer i ts 
would be c er t~Jinly . suff:ic i ent 
t.o obtaj.n Gcd? s e.pproval ., 
Christ :. has taught us when v-ru 
have done· all to sc..w 1 

1we c:.:.re 
unprofitable . ser ve,nts? o So 
it woul d be i i;;.possible for 
anyone who i s no t conplo'tely 
callous -to his own defic i e n:i e s J 

o hav(;3 that joyous o..ssuro.n ce 
of the . cer t a i n t y of future 
blis~ - o.. j 9Y . \tri..ch i s r eflected 
and inculca t ed in tho Bibl e ~ 
so long ~s he i s bQsing h i s 
hope of sc..l v['..ti on . even i n 
part, on"t he sort 6f l ifo ho 
is livingc 



This erroneous teaching 
of looking to our own efforts 
to get to heaven, is not, of 
course confined to Roman 
Catholics. It springs up 
naturally in t he h .nan heart, 
and that is doubtless its 
source in ·Romon Catholicism. 
It is held, sometimes unconsc­
iously, by a great number of 
people outside _.the Roman Ca th­
olic Communion. However, · the 
tea ching of the Bible is clear 
that God does not promise us 
salvat±n because of our merits, 
but only because of the death 
of Christ for us. I quote 
from Titus 3:4 in Mgr. Knox's 
translntion. 11 1fe s o.ved us and 
it wa s not thanks to anything. 
we had done for our own justi­
fication. So, justified by 
his grace we wore to become 
heirs, vvi th the hope of eternal. 
life set before us. We will 
be accepted by God at the 
Judgment nay only on account 
of the merits of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, through 
faith and not for our own 
works or deservings. His 
merits are perfect that is 
why we may be sure of our sal-

" 

· God intends that our 
life should be a h~ppy one ·. He 
does not begrudge us.rarpiness, 
but fills our · life "with joy 
and gladness. There is no 
reason why our Tives · should 
~ot be intensley happy, enjoy­
ing all the good ·. gifts that 
God has given us. But if we 
are to a cheive this it will 
only be through living a · life 
based on faith, that i s , based 
on t h e recognition t h c:i.t God is 
always our almighty and · all 
loving shepherd. Otherwise 
the events which' happen to us 
will get us down .· and unde~: 
mine our serenity. God has · 
not promised us fre edom from . 
sorrow and · grief. Our Lord · 
was a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief.. But He 
has promised that we will not 
have tria ls more than · we -~· are 
able to bear (I Cor. 10:13)0 
and also the He will .be with U3 
in them (Psalm 23:4). 

Knowledg e that God will 
be with us in tho future lifts 
the load of anxiety - if we 
really believe it. . "Cast all 



,. 

( ( 

V<.'.,tion. If ;;ny o? yon \/ho nrc 
1 . t . t' . . - ln 10Yll:i\~ ,1.J.O CVOP.J.11{~ ere 
uncertain of your salvation, 
then either you are unaware of 
the promises of God in His 
Word; or else you are looking, 
.t least in part, to the sort 

of life that you are trying to 
live? · to win you a place in 
Hee.ven. Uncertainty with 
regard to ftiture blir:s is l'..··:i. 

indication that you are basing 
your salvation 9lsev.,rhcre th.'l.ll 
on Christ alone. For only as 
we rest entirely in Him, are 
we able to have the joyous 
as sure.nee of the forgiveness 
Of our sins and Of .acceptDnce 
with God, which the Bible 
tenches should be the constant 
experience of evory Christiano 
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