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Joy is characteristic of Christianity; but it 
cannot just be turned on at will. Joy is based 
on knowledge, knowing for example that Gcd has 
forgiven us all our sins. There is nothing so 
nagging as a guilty conscience; but a Christian 
knows that his sins have been forgiven for Jesus 
Christ's sake . Jesus bore our sins on the cross 
and God has said that He has put our sins behind 
His back, (Is. 38:17) that He has blotted them out 
as though with a thick cloud, (Is. 44:22) so tr ~ 
He no longer sees them. They are no longer 
present to Him and so they do not mar our fellow­
ship with Him if Jesus is our Lord. When we 
r ea lise that God forgives us completely for 
Christ's sake when we ask Him for this forgive­
ness, and make Jesus our Lord and boss, there 
comes a peace to our conscience and joy to our 
hearts. The joy of God's forgiveness. Have you 
experienced it? Make Jesus Lord. 

Another source of Christian joy is fellowship 
with God. When we are forgiven God's Spirit is 
in our hearts and we hav e personal fellowship 
with Him. This fellowship is a real and joyful 
experience. There is a third ground for Christian 
joy and that is the knowledge about our future 
which God 1 s word gives us. This future is based 
on God's promised and clearly revealed intentions 
of salvation and blessing. Thus Jesus in Luke 
10: 27 told His disciples (who were rejoicing in 
the successful results of their preaching) not 
to rejoice in that, for the real ground of their 
rej o icing should be in the fact that God had 
for them a sure blessing in the future. He said 
"Rejo ic e that your names are written in Heaven". 
There are numerous references in the New Testament 
to this joy that Christians have as they contemplate 
God's glorious provision for all who put their 
faith in Christ; even in troubles there is an 
underlying joy. Are you conscious of it? You 
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should be if you are a Christian. So lift up your 
head and remember and think about and rej o ice in 
the heavenly blessing that God has for you. 

Christian j oy is based on the knowledg e of God's 
goodness in forgiveness and fellowship with Him and 
in His future purposes for us. But if we forget 
these things or if our knowledge is defective it 
is no t surprising that the j oy evaporates. For 
example, one of the most important doc trines is 
that Christ is Lord over everything. If WI-', do not 
realise that God controls everything in our lif c 
a nd tha t He controls everything f or good , w2 may 
well bec ome overwhelmed by events. So tru e doctrine 
is the ground f or Christia n j oy, becaus e the source 
of Christian j oy is not the events of life s o much 
as the underlying a ttitude which spring s from 
knowled8e of God' s purpo ses which we obta in fr om 
the Bibl e and fr om nowhere els~. So we nGed t o 
correct a nd fill out our knowledge of God fr om the 
Bible, if we are t o "rej o ice in the Lord :i lways'7 • 

I ma y illustra t e this fr om the d:::ic trine of purga t ory 
taught in the Roman Ca tholic Church. At death the 
Christian enters into the j oy of his Lord. Fortuna te¥ 
the Bible knows nothing of t~e doctrine of Purgat ory. 
There is not a word about it in either the Old or 
the ~ew Testaments. Indeed the New Testament excludes 
the possibility of purgatory. In Revelation 13 we 
read "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth, f or they rest from their labours 11 

• 

If then we are to follow the Bible's call to rejoice 
in the Lord so that our Christian life is character-
is ed by joy, it is very important that our knowledge 
of God should be truG; for wrong doctrine banishes 
joy. But if our doctrines are to be tru2 they must 
be Scriptural. 
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