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We celebrated last
Tuesday the 450th anniversary of
the beginning of the Reformation
lMovement, - The basic prindple
of the Reformation is that the
Gospel or Good News whichh Chnste
ians proclaim is that God saves
freely all who believe in Jesus
Christ as Lord, ‘Salvation is
restoration of sinners to fellowe
ship with God through the com-
plete forgiveness of thedir sins,
The ground of this forgiveness
is the death of Jesus on the
cross, where Ile bore our sins,
paid our penalty, became a curse
for us and nailed, as it were,
to the cross the accusations that
were against wus as sinners,
Jesus rose on the third day as a
triumphant vindication of the
completeness of His sacrificial
death, There 1is mno Dbarrier
between those who are sorry for
their sins and the God who they
have offended by their disobed-
ience, for God forgives them
freely and blots out from His
sight completely their offences
through Jesus Christ if they will
turn to God through Him,
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This is the great Reform-

ation doctrine of justification

by faith,. Our acceptance . by

God as His children, or our

justification as it is called,

rests solely on the merit of

Christ and not in any way on

[ our own life or merit, for God
v accepts sinners by forgiving ‘
f " them, God acdopts us as dis ’
" sons and daughters and we ar }
brought into ..fellowship with \
e ——-EEinb-in --the saite-way as a family ‘
is a fellowship, e are not l

isolated individuals in our

fellowship with God : Dbut

members of a communi ty
or fellowship, This COiile ?
munity is God's church or ‘
gathering,  since the word

church always umeans "gathering"
in the Bible., e have a picture
o of this gathering rouad Christ
in heaven in the book of the
L Revelation where we read of an
innumerable mul titude of people
from every nation and language
gathered round the throne of
God and of the Lamb clothed in
white with palms of triumph in
their hands. ‘e are already
members of this heaverlly gather-
ing or church, Je have cone,
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says the writer of the Hebrews,
in ¢h, 12, to the heavenly
Jerusalem, the church of the
first born sons enrolled in
heaven, We are members of this
church, for although we still
wait for the redemptionr of our
bodies, our spirits are already
in Gods presence -~ they are the
spirits of justified men made
perfect through regeneration,
e are even now, says St, Paul,
seated with Christ in the
heavenlies and we are to make
this relationship a vivid one
in our thoughts by setting our
minds on things above where
Christ is, not on things on the
earth, For as the apostle
reminds us, the things that are
seen are temporal, but the
things that are unseen are
eternal,

Thile we wait for the
completion of Gods purposes for
the world in the return of
Jesus our Lord, we have fellow-
ship with each other, The
Lord's supper is a fellowship
meal, After all, meals are
simply activities of fellowship,



If you merely wanted to satisfy
your hunger you coud go directly
to the refrigerator but we wait
for one anothexr and have a meal
together, using the occasion of
hunger as opporitunity for
fellowship, A meal then, as a
community activity, inn distinct-
v ion from individual eating from
the fridge, is essentially and
primarily a fellowship activity,
So too, the Lord!s supper, or
more accurately translated in
modern IEnglish, the Lordts
dinner, because this dis what
supper meant in 16th’ céntury
inglish, is primarily a fellow-
ship activity, for a mneal is
fellowship, e have fellowship
with God, Fathery; Son and Holy
Spirit, and we have fellowship
with one another, 3ut it is
Christian fellowship, based on
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j the forgiveness o¢f our sias
; through the death of Christ,
A The bread and the wine have

been designated by Christ as
symbols of s sacrifice through
which we have been brought into
sonship with God, The Lord!s
supper is a fellowship d1in our
Christian hopey, because it is
an anticipation of the heavenly



banquet which is <thie way the
Bible spealis of thie fmauguration
of Christis eternal kingdom at
iis second coming, LS St, Paul
says, as often as we eat the
Lord’s dinner we proclaim His
sacrificial deatly till He come.

If nowadays church 1ife is lan=’

guishing, it 1is Dbecause our
faith in our salwvation is weak-~
ening, It should De obvious
that we cannot have fellocwship
or share a faith in whichh we
only slightly believe, anc which
is peripheral to our crdinary
way of thinking or acting; we
need to deepern cur faitihh in the
Gospel as thies is plairly taught
in the New Testament. IFaith
will lead on the cne hand tc an
enlivened hcpe as we apprehend
Godfs promises for tne future,
and on the other to deepened
love, <for as we understand the
love of God in saving us, ocur
love for IIm and fecr cne another
will grow; and faithy, hope and
love are the dingredients of
Christian fellowship.

You sometimes hear it
asked, what is the church doing?
and the answer is, of course,
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that the church has not got any

task tc do, t has something
to be, namely to¢ be a fellow-
ship. But a fellowship is an

end in itself, not a means to
an end, so that the church is
not a means to do things. A
church is an assenbly, a gatih-
ering of Christians who love tihe
Saviour and loolz for is return
and who have fellowship with
dim and with one anotier on tlis
basis, This is a daily fellow-
ship In our ownt hearts and homes
and a weekly fellowship in- a
larger group whicli is a micro=-
cosm of that heavenly gathering
around Christ, of which we have
all been made members by His
grace and from which we will
never bz plucked because lie has
prayed for us that we might be
( one with Hin and with His Father,
This Zis the mnmeaning of our
Lord's prayer for unity in John
17, ;

Nowadays there is a conmmon
phrase about the ‘'mission of
the church?”, This slogan gains
its popularity because it
appears to be a way of duicken-
ing inte life our dull and weak



congregations by challenging
them to be up and doing things

for Christ, But +the phrase
"the mission of +the church"
contains two basic errors: it

misunderstands the meaning of
the word church, and secondly,
it misunderstands the function
of the church, The word church
is used in modern English in
different ways, Take for
example the phrases '"he is going
into the church", "he is going
to the church", "he is going to
churcii", The first refers to a

profession; going into “the

church; the second to a buildng,
going to the church; the third
to a gathering gdang to church -
and this gathering eould be held
in the open air or in a build-
ing, and the phrase would still
be true, It is this last mean-
ing of the word which is the
ITew Testament meaning, Church
means gathering, Ls we have
seen, the gathering is for the
purpose of fellowship, and
fellowship and friendship is an
enc in itself and not a means
to something else, But in the
phrase, "the mission of the
church", the church has none of
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these three meanings but a

Yourth one again, meaning a

denomination, or the denominate
l ims regarded as acting togetiier,

A denomination is not a church
although it is called a church,
such as "Church of England,
"Roman Catholic Church", "Presw
byterian Churcii"y bdut a denone
ination is simply a structure
holding together for certain
purposes the various churches
or gatherings for fellowship
wihich take place in different
localities and which themselves
are reflections of the heavenly
gathering of Christ of which
we are at present members and
which is the real fundamental
church, A denomination may
| uindertake certain activities,
but these are not obligatory as
is suggested by the phrase, the
siission of the church,

—~—

Of course, all Christians
as individuals have obligatio:s
to witness and serve God
according to their drcumstances
and they may join together in a
society to fulfil these oblige
ations; obligations which will
some times coincide and which

e
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will sometimes differ from one
. another according as the Spirit
of God lays some need on each |
of His children's hearts; but
. to suggest that every member of
, the denomination or even of a
. congregation has thie obligation !
. to join together to achieve. a
.common specific objective, soO
that. you can speak of a mission
. off the church, is a misunder-
standing of the way God leads
His . people,--—-And -to attempt--to ---
revive our flagging churches by
challenging the chuirches to do
this or do that is a blind alley,
e must revive our churches by
challenging them, not to do, but
to be, to be a fellowship by a
reviving of our faith which will
‘lead to a revival of love, for
love flows out from the know-
ledge of God's goodness, As -our
faith in Christ's death for us
becomes once mnQre strong; as we
look for Christ's return as the
final solution of the world's
_problems, then our fellowship
together on the basis of this
faith will become strong once
more as it was in the - early
days of the Gospel, But there
is no substitute for faithj and



faith comes from hearing the
“Tord of Christ preached faitih-
fully °

If then we wish to see a
‘ revival of our church life, let
o us see to it that we read the
Bible and mecditvate on it for
ourselves in order to strengtiren
our own faith, that we preach it
and expound it in our family in
order to strengthen the whole
fellowship of the family in the
H things of Christ, and that we
urge our ministers to preach
God's Yord faithfully in order
that the whole fellowship of
our local church might be based
o1 our conmon faith and common
hope and that we make time for
prayer, Then as our faith and
fellowship revives Christians
will be strengthened to under-
" take either singly or together
the various missions din <the
community and overseas which
the Spirit of God will lead
them to,
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