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T H E R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y O F L O R D S H I P 
IN C R E A T I O N . 

:o: 

_A. S E E M O N 
P R E A C H E D I N S T . A N D R E W ' S C A T H E D R A L , S Y D N E Y , 

ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25th, l&i, 

®n beljalf of t\je gUttmals protection gjociettt, 
B Y 

A L F R E D B A R R Y , D . D . , 
L O R D B I S H O P O F S Y D N E Y A N D P R I M A T E . 

^ [ l O O C T ^ 

P S A L M vii i . 6 — 9 . " T h o u madest man to have dominion of the works 
of Thy hands, and T h o u hast put all things in subjection under his feet; 
all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field, the fowls of the air, and 
the fishes of the sea, and whatsoever walketh through the paths of the seas. 
0 L o r d , our Governor, how excellent is T h y name in all the world ! " 

MA N ' S L o r d s h i p i n C r e a t i o n — i t is a de legat ion (says the 
P s a l m i s t ) of the a u t h o r i t y of the " L o r d o u r G o v e r n o r . " 

I t is , therefore , to be exerc ised w i t h a t least some s h a d o w of 
l ikeness t o the l a w a n d s p i r i t of the D i v i n e G o v e r n m e n t . T h i s 
t r u t h , c o n s t a n t l y app l i ed t o man 's r u l e over h i s f e l l ow-men, is here 
e x t e n d e d to t h a t d o m i n i o n of m a n k i n d over the a n i m a l w o r l d , 
w h i c h is descr ibed i n the first chapter of Genesis , the c h a r t e r of 
God ' s o r i g i n a l c rea t i on , as d e r i v e d f r o m the " Image of G o d " i n 
m a n . L o r d s h i p r i g h t l y w i e l d e d i m p l i e s beneficence, p r o t e c t i o n , 
love , even to self-sacrif ice, f or those w h o m the great K i n g of 
K i n g s has p u t i n t o o u r h a n d . There fore , w h e n the D i v i n e r o y a l t y 
was mani f e s ted o n e a r t h i n the S o n of G o d , i n c a r n a t e i n t r u e 
h u m a n i t y , i t was i n the per fec t i on of these qua l i t i e s t h a t i t showed 
f o r t h H i s g l o r y : a n d the L o r d of a l l made H i m s e l f the se rvant 
of a l l , t h a t H e m i g h t save a n d bless a l l i n the N a m e of H i s 
F a t h e r ' s love. There fore , by a n i n s t r u c t i v e use of l a n g u a g e — 
w h i c h o f ten, I fear, sounds l i k e an i r o n i c a l rebuke of o u r a c t u a l 
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p r a c t i c e — w e c a l l the s p i r i t of beneficence to the weak and 
suffering t h e s p i r i t o f " h u m a n i t y . " W e recognise i n i t w h a t m a n 
o u g h t to be, j u s t i n p r o p o r t i o n as h i s s u p e r i o r i t y i n s t r e n g t h a n d 
resources inves t s h i m w i t h some p o r t i o n of the D i v i n e M a j e s t y . 

(I.) A s we s t u d y t h e g rea t k i n g d o m of o rgan i c l i f e , t o w h i c h 
we ourselves b e l o n g i n c o m m o n w i t h t h e b r u t e c rea t i on , we see i t 
susta ined b y the ba lance of t w o great l a w s . T h e r e is the i n s t i n c t 
of se l f -preservat ion , se l f - interest , sel f - love, man i f e s ted i n strange 
a n d t e r r i b l e r e a l i t y i n " the s t rugg le f o r ex i s tence , " w h i c h m o d e r n 
observat ion a n d science disc lose t o us w i t h i n c r e a s i n g clearness, 
a n d out of w h i c h each o r d e r of c r e a t i o n emerges, f i t t o do exac t l y 
w h a t the C r e a t o r of a l l has des igned t h a t i t s h a l l do. I t has i ts 
place i n the d e v e l o p m e n t o f h u m a n i t y ; a l l h u m a n laws a n d 
i n s t i t u t i o n s r e c k o n u p o n i t as a n u n c e a s i n g a n d u n f a i l i n g i n ­
fluence i n the af fairs of m e n . T h e r e are f o rms of p o l i t i c a l science, 
w h i c h , even exaggerate i t i n t o the sole o r d o m i n a n t force of the 
w o r l d ; i n i t s r i g h t measure i t is f orced u p o n a l l b y the v e r y 
o rder of G o d ' s P r o v i d e n c e . B u t t h e r e i s a l w a y s , i n confl ict w i t h 
t h i s , the h i g h e r l a w of sel f -sacri f ice i n l ove , of the s t r o n g f o r the 
weak , of the r u l i n g p o w e r for t h e sake of those i t rules . I t 
is a n equa l l y i n s t i n c t i v e p a r t of a l l created be ing . W e have 
r u d i m e n t a r y e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n s of i t i n the l o w e r a n i m a l c r e a t i o n ; 
as i n t h a t tenderness a n d self -sacri f ice of m a t e r n a l love, w h i c h 
o u r L o r d H i m s e l f d i d n o t d i s d a i n to m a k e a t y p e of h i s p r o t e c t i n g 
care over H i s people ; ani^, w h e r e a n i m a l s have been domest icated , 
a n d so have f e l t a n d ref lected the in f luence of h u m a n charac ter , i n 
t h e i r l o y a l a n d unsel f i sh d e v o t i o n , even t o d e a t h , f or the sake o f the 
master w h o m t h e y t r u s t a n d adore. B u t i t is , as I have a l ready 
sa id , p r o p e r l y ca l l ed t h e l a w of h u m a n i t y . I n m a n i t i s , or 
should be, the r u l i n g in f luence , c o n t r o l l i n g a n d l i m i t i n g the l a w of 
se l f - interest , w h i c h yet , f o r the sake of se l f -preservat ion , i t m a y not 
destroy ; a n d u n q u e s t i o n a b l y , w h a t e v e r co ld o r c y n i c a l ph i lo ­
sophies of h u m a n n a t u r e m a y fancy , i t is one chie f en t h u s iasm of 
h u m a n l i f e , a l w a y s p o w e r f u l as a deep u n d e r - c u r r e n t beneath the 
super f i c ia l s t r e a m of self ishness, a n d c o n s t a n t l y b r e a k i n g o u t i n 
a n i m p u l s i v e force, w h i c h sweeps a l l c o u n t e r inf luences a w a y . 
W e r e c k o n o n i t , as a m a t t e r of course, f or o u r homes, i n the 
self-sacrifice of parents for t h e i r c h i l d r e n , a n d i n less degree, of 
c h i l d r e n for t h e i r p a r e n t s , a n d i n t h e m u t u a l se l f -devot ion of 
wedded l i f e . W e r e c k o n u p o n i t f o r e v e r y c o m m u n i t y , i n the 
power of p u b l i c s p i r i t , l o y a l t y , p a t r i o t i s m , p h i l a n t h r o p y ; o therwise 
no great n a t i o n a l l i f e w o u l d be poss ible . W e r e c k o n u p o n i t for 
the whole race, as t r u e c i v i l i s a t i o n advances , as a l l n a t i o n s — m o s t 
of a l l the s trongest a n d b r a v e s t — f e e l t h a t t h e i r s t rength carr ies 
w i t h i t the d u t y of serv i ce t o a l l h u m a n i t y , a n d as i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
pub l i c o p i n i o n t h r o w s i t s regis of p r o t e c t i o n over t h e helpless . 

A n d , i f y o u cons ider the t h i n g , m y b r e t h r e n , y o u w i l l see t h a t 
the lower l a w of s e l f -p reservat i on a n d selfishness is the s i g n of 
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finiteness a n d weakness , w h i c h m u s t concentrate a l l i t s l i t t l e 
power o n the s trugg le t o l i ve , w h i l e the h i g h e r l a w of se l f - forget fu l 
beneficence is the generos i ty of s t r e n g t h , d e l i g h t i n g i n the n o b l e r 
blessedness of such g i v i n g , as m a y he lp the w e a k e r to l i v e a n d t o 
be h a p p y . H e n c e of the A l m i g h t y source of a l l power w e feel 
h o w n a t u r a l i t is (so to speak) to be t a u g h t t h a t " G o d i s L o v e . " 
H e n c e , j u s t i n p r o p o r t i o n to h i s imper f e c t p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h a t 
D i v i n e power , m a n is b i d d e n " to be m e r c i f u l , even as o u r F a t h e r 
i n h e a v e n is m e r c i f u l . " 

C a n we w o n d e r t h a t , as I have a l ready sa id , the m a n i f e s t a t i o n 
of the L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t o n e a r t h was a regenerat ion a n d a n 
e x a l t a t i o n of t h i s g rea t l a w of h u m a n i t y ? A s the t r u e S o n of 
M a n , i n a w o r l d l i k e t h i s , s t r u g g l i n g aga inst the force of sel f ish­
ness a n d s i n , H e added (if I m a y so say) to t h e i n e x h a u s t i b l e 
w e a l t h of D i v i n e M e r c y the s p i r i t of sel f -sacri f ice i n l ove for the 
sake of those w h o m H e w o u l d s a v e ; a n d , o n the v e r y t h r e s h o l d of 
H i s K i n g d o m , for a l l w h o w o u l d f o l l ow H i m , H e set f o r t h n o t 
o n l y the g l a d d u t y of s e l f - d e n i a l — t h a t is , of sel f - forgetfulness a n d 
se l f -devot ion f o r G o d a n d m a n — b u t even the sadder d u t y , w h i c h 
the s i n of the w o r l d forces on H i m a n d o n us, of t a k i n g up the 
cross of sacri f ice , i n l i f e a n d i n death . H e r e , as a l w a y s , t h e 
C h r i s t i a n ' s d u t y is , o n the one h a n d , on ly the p u r i f i c a t i o n a n d 
e x a l t a t i o n of t h e d u t y of h u m a n i t y , as made i n the image of G o d ; 
w h i l e ye t , o n the o ther , i t recognises the a c t u a l c o n d i t i o n o f 
suf fer ing a n d s i n a n d death , u n d e r w h i c h , as S t . P a u l d e c l a r e s — 
i n w o r d s b r o u g h t out i n t o l a r g e r a n d more v i v i d concept i on b y 
the increase of h u m a n k n o w l e d g e — " t h e who le c rea t i on groans , 
a n d t r a v a i l s i n p a i n together, even u n t i l n o w . " 

( I I . ) I ask y o u t o - n i g h t to a p p l y t h i s genera l c oncept i on of t h e 
C h r i s t i a n ' s d u t y t o the p a r t i c u l a r case of h is r e l a t i o n to the a n i m a l 
c rea t i on . T h a t r e l a t i o n is sure ly one f u l l of deep a n d m a n i f o l d 
i m p o r t a n c e . I cannot conceive h o w a n y t h o u g h t f u l m i n d c a n f a i l 
to find i n the v e r y c o n t e m p l a t i o n of the a n i m a l c r e a t i o n a s t r o n g 
i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d m o r a l interest . 

T o the i n t e l l e c t , w h a t c a n be more s t r i k i n g t h a n t h e c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n of t h e a n i m a l w o r l d as a whole , i n i t s a lmos t i n f i n i t e 
c o m p l e x i t y of g r a d a t i o n , f r o m the r u d i m e n t a r y f o r m s w h i c h o u r 
best science c a n h a r d l y d i s t i n g u i s h f r o m vegetable l i f e , up to t h e 
h i g h e r o rgan isat i ons , w h i c h have so m u c h of s t a r t l i n g s i m i l a r i t y 
to o u r o w n h u m a n n a t u r e — n o t o n l y i n w h a t we c a l l i n s t i n c t , 
w h i c h w i t h i n the v i s i b l e sphere of sensat ion is c e r t a i n l y n o t to be 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n k i n d f r o m r e a s o n — b u t even more i n the crude 
i n s t i n c t i v e f o rms of w h a t we recognise as m o r a l q u a l i t i e s , 
l o y a l t y a n d obedience, fidelity a n d l ove? T r u e i t i s , t h a t , 
w h a t e v e r ingenious theor ies sc ienti f ic i m a g i n a t i o n m a y weave 
as t o the connect ion of m a n w i t h the l ower c rea t i on , i n body 
a n d m i n d a n d charac ter , there is , as a m a t t e r of unques t i onab le 
fact , d i s cerned b y a b r o a d common-sense, a great g u l f f i x e d be tween 
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the lowest phase of h u m a n i t y a n d t h e h ighes t a n i m a l develop­
m e n t — a s i n f i n i t e a n d impassab le as the great d i v i s i o n between 
lifelesss m a t t e r a n d o r g a n i c l i f e . B u t s t i l l , i n spite of t h i s 
f u n d a m e n t a l d i v i s i o n , w e cannot b u t s t u d y w i t h keen a n d ever 
inc reas ing i n t e r e s t , these capac i t ies o f the l o w e r c r e a t u r e s — a t 
least w i t h t h e effect of a c k n o w l e d g i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d m o r a l 
re lat ions to t h e a n i m a l w o r l d — p e r h a p s (as h u m a n t h o u g h t has 
ins i s ted o n d o i n g a g a i n a n d a g a i n ) , w i t h some specu la t i on 
whether w h a t is m o r a l i n t h e m m a y n o t be i m p e r i s h a b l e — i n c a p a ­
ble of b e i n g a l together des t royed b y the b o d i l y change w h i c h 
we c a l l d e a t h . 

B u t I do n o t k n o w w h e t h e r there is not s o m e t h i n g s t i l l more 
s t r i k i n g a n d s t i l l more s a d l y i m p r e s s i v e o n the m o r a l s i d e ; w h e n 
we contempla te i n t h a t c r e a t i o n w h a t seems to us constant a n d 
lwundless waste of l i f e , m a i n l y t h r o u g h the m u t u a l d e s t r u c t i o n , 
w i t h i t s a c c o m p a n i m e n t s of i n f i n i t e p a i n a n d suffering, w h i c h t u r n s 
the whole w o r l d i n t o a ba t t l e f i e ld of ceaseless s t rugg le a n d d e a t h ; 
a n d w h e n we seek for r e c o n c i l i a t i o n of t h i s — n o t so m u c h b y 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g as b y f a i t h — w i t h the h i g h e r a n d more c e r t a i n 
t r u t h , w h i c h we c a n n e v e r l e t s l i p , t h a t G o d , a l l wise a n d a l l 
gracious, m a k e s a n d loves t h e m a l l . 

B u t a t these m y s t e r i o u s subjects I o n l y g lance i n pass ing , 
r a t h e r w i t h a v i e w t o s t i m u l a t e qu ie t t h o u g h t a n d e n q u i r y u p o n 
t h e m ; a n d I t u r n n o w t o t h e o n l y q u e s t i o n w h i c h concerns us 
p l a i n l y a n d d i r e c t l y , a n d to w h i c h , therefore , we m u s t find 
a n answer here. W h a t is the t r u e h u m a n , a n d , therefore , the 
t r u e C h r i s t i a n , d u t y of us a l l to the l o w e r c r e a t i o n , w h i c h G o d has 
i n di f ferent degrees p u t i n sub jec t i on u n d e r o u r feet 1 

( I I I . ) N o w , i t is c l e a r t h a t i n r e g a r d to t h e m , the l o w e r l a w 
of se l f -preservat ion a n d se l f - interest i n h u m a n i t y m u s t have i t s 
place. M a n has t o p l a y h i s l e a d i n g p a r t i n the d i spensat i on of 
G o d to the w o r l d i n w h i c h he l i v e s ; a n d , so f a r as i t is need fu l 
for the r i g h t d i s charge of t h a t p a r t , h e m a y use, i n some degree 
he m u s t sacrif ice, the c reatures over w h i c h G o d has made h i m 
l o r d . T h e r e a r e the w i l d creatures , dangerous to h is existence 
a n d p r o g r e s s — - t h e beast of prey , t h e poisonous snake , the 
nox ious a n d d e s t r u c t i v e insect . A s m a n k i n d extends over the 
w o r l d , these m u s t g ive w a y : for t h e y w i l l destroy m a n , i f m a n does 
not destroy t h e m . T h e r e are the creatures , w i l d or tame , w h i c h 
are fit for man ' s food ; t h e y m u s t be k i l l e d f o r t h a t food ; o ther ­
wise, aga in , t h e y w o u l d o v e r r u n the w o r l d , a n d (so to speak) 
s tarve m a n o u t of i t . T h e r e i s the class of c reatures nearest a n d 
dearest to us o f a l l — t h e ox , the cow, t h e horse, the d o g — w h i c h 
we domesticate to be o u r se rvants i n t h e c u l t i v a t i o n a n d c i v i l i s a ­
t i o n of the w o r l d , a n d w h i c h b y d o m e s t i c a t i o n w e come i n a v e r y 
t rue sense to h u m a n i z e , a n d , i n the process, to k n o w a n d to love. 
A l l these di f ferent classes of the a n i m a l c r e a t i o n m a n has i n differ­
ent ways a c lear a n d u n d o u b t e d r i g h t t o use for the sake of h i s o w n 
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happiness a n d deve lopment . I t is a s trange i m p r a c t i c a b l e exaggera ­
t i o n of h u m a n i t y — a l t h o u g h n o t ( I t h i n k ) w i t h o u t some p a t h e t i c 
b e a u t y — t o h o l d , as austere ascetics or m y s t i c s have h e l d i n a n c i e n t 
a n d m o d e r n days , t h a t to destroy consciously a n y a n i m a l l i f e i s 
a n u n w a r r a n t a b l e c r u e l t y , even a s i n aga inst H i m w h o made i t . 
N o t , indeed , w i t h o u t some w o n d e r a n d p a i n do we c o n t e m ­
p la te the g r i m necessity , u n d e r w h i c h m a n has to t r e a t t h e 
l o w e r creatures as t h e y t rea t each other , a n d so, i n t h e s t r i c t 
sense of t h e w o r d , t o condescend to t h e b r u t e l e v e l . N o t 
w i t h o u t re luc tance do we consent, w h e n we t h i n k of i t , t o 
real ise h o w m a n y a n i m a l existences are sacri f iced for one average 
h u m a n l i f e . N o t w i t h o u t m u c h d i f f i cu l ty a n d c o n t r a r i e t y o f 
o p i n i o n do w e solve t h e questions, w h i c h ar ise a g a i n a n d a g a i n , 
h o w f a r we m a y i n f l i c t p a i n a n d t a k e l i fe , f or the t r a i n i n g of m e n 
i n h a r d i h o o d a n d s k i l l a n d enterpr ise by sport , o r for the sc ient i f i c 
a n d m e d i c a l advance of m a n k i n d L i k e a l l selfish a c t i o n , 
h o w e v e r necessary, i t i s a gr ie f t o our t r u e h u m a n i t y — o n e of t h e 
hardnesses of t h i s l i f e , of w h i c h we de l i ght to t h i n k t h a t i t w a s 
n o t i n P a r a d i s e , a n d s h a l l no t be i n the perfect k i n g d o m of t h e 
hereaf ter . 

There fore , w h i l e t h i s necessity is recognised, yet , j u s t i n 
p r o p o r t i o n as the e d u c a t i o n of the w o r l d advances, there i s a n 
ever c learer a n d more reverent r e c o g n i t i o n of the h i g h e r p r i n c i p l e 
of h u m a n i t y t o w a r d s the b rute c r e a t u r e s — t o t e m p e r a n d g u i d e ; 

to c o n t r o l a n d l i m i t , t h e exercise of d o m i n i o n , lest i t become a n 
oppress ive a n d b loody t y r a n n y . I t has i t s negat ive a n d p o s i t i v e 
s i d e — t h e negat ive p r o h i b i t i o n of a l l wantonness a n d c r u e l t y — 
the pos i t i ve c u l t i v a t i o n of gentleness, k indness , a n d s y m p a t h y . 

T o stop or check c r u e l t y — t h e c r u e l t y w h i c h , i n i t s v a r i o u s 
forms , goes o n a r o u n d us every d a y , o u t r a g i n g h u m a n i t y a n d 
s i n n i n g a g a i n s t the m e r c y w h i c h is God ' s chief w i l l a n d a t t r i b u t e 
— m i g h t seem i n i t se l f alone t o t a x , a n d o v e r t a x , a l l o u r power . 
E v e n w i t h r e g a r d to t h e a n i m a l s w h i c h we m u s t destroy f o r safety , 
or m a y destroy for food, there is a c r u e l t y of wantonness i n t h e 
needless a n d useless d e s t r u c t i o n of l i fe , w h i c h makes some so-
ca l l ed books of spor t records of r epu ls ive b u t c h e r y , a n d sacrif ices 
i n n o c e n t a n d h a r m l e s s l i ves t o the mere amusement of t h e 
moment , o r m e c h a n i c a l contest of s k i l l . T h e r e is a c r u e l t y of 
h a r d i n h u m a n t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s ; i n f l i c t i n g o n the a n i m a l s w h i c h 
w e k i l l f or food unnecessary p a i n , even to l i n g e r i n g agony , 
e i ther because m e n w i l l no t t a k e a l i t t l e pa ins a n d t h o u g h t t o a v o i d 
i t , o r because b y c r u e l methods of s laughter t h e y m a y g a i n 
some miserab le advantage , r e a l o r fanc ied , i n the m a r k e t . T h e r e 
is a s i m i l a r c r u e l t y of recklessness, w h e n m e n , b y o v e r s t o c k i n g 
t h e i r s ta t i ons , o r n e g l e c t i n g a l l a t t e m p t s a t w a t e r storage, 
de l ibera te ly expose h u n d r e d s of thousands of a n i m a l s to l i n g e r i n g 
d e a t h b y t h i r s t a n d hunger , contented i f hereaf ter t h e y m a y 
compensate themse lves for p e c u n i a r y l o s s ; or w h e n t h e y c a r r y 
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t h e m l o n g j o u r n e y s over the c o u n t r y , w i t h o u t c a r i n g to p r o v i d e 
aga inst needless suf fer ing t h r o u g h o v e r c r o w d i n g a n d w a n t of food 
a n d d r i n k . T h e r e is e v e n — w h a t becomes i n t h e h a r d e n e d soul 
the v e r y i m a g e of S a t a n — a love i n the exerc ise of c r u e l t y for 
c rue l ty ' s sake, a n i n h u m a n d e l i g h t i n the s i g h t of w r i t h i n g p a i n , 
o r i n the conscious w i e l d i n g of p o w e r over helplessness. N e e d I 
say to y o u t h a t t h i s is t o assert o u r d o m i n i o n over the l ower 
c reat i on , as t h o u g h i t w e r e the g i f t of the d e v i l , a n d not of the 
wise a n d l o v i n g G o d 1 Y e t I do n o t k n o w w h e t h e r these v a r i o u s 
f o rms of c r u e l t y do n o t find a n even l a r g e r a n d f a r more i n e x ­
cusable o p p o r t u n i t y o f w r e a k i n g themse lves o n the creatures 
domest i cated for o u r serv ice . H o w t e r r i b l e , i n the records of 
the Soc ie ty f o r w h i c h I speak t o - n i g h t , are the stories of c r u e l t y 
to these domest i c a n i m a l s — v e r y o f t en i n ignorance , b u t a n 
ignorance w h i c h is w i l f u l , a n d there fore c u l p a b l e — o f t e n i n passion, 
over w h a t i s , o r seems t o be, s tubbornness or v ice , w h i c h 
l owers m a n be low the l e v e l of the v e r y c reatures he t o r m e n t s — 
n o w i n the s t u p i d i t y b e l i e v i n g i n v io l ence , a ' 1 . rolence 
a l o n e — n o w i n de l ibera te sacri f ice of the a n i m a l to w o r k for 
w h i c h i t is i n c a p a b l e o r insuf f i c ient , f o r the sake o f some miserable 
g a i n of o u r o w n s e l f - i n t e r e s t — s o m e t i m e s , u n h a p p i l y , i n t h a t 
w o r s t f o r m of m a l i g n a n t c r u e l t y , w h i c h in f l i c t s absolute agony i n 
mere fiendish sport , o r i n fiendish revenge a n d t y r a n n y . T o 
check, even to m i t i g a t e , s u c h c r u e l t y , m i g h t w e l l seem a l l t h a t 
we c o u l d even a t t e m p t . 

B u t , i m p o r t a n t as i t i s , y e t i t i s n o t enough i n i t s e l f ; a n d , 
moreover , i f i t be c on tent w i t h t h i s m e r e l y negat ive a t t i t u d e , i t 
w i l l never s t a n d . I t is a poor l o r d s h i p , a f ter a l l , w h i c h is 
satisf ied w i t h not oppress ing or t o r m e n t i n g i t s subjects, and 
never c u l t i v a t e s t o w a r d s t h e m the s p i r i t of a c t i v e beneficence 
a n d s y m p a t h y . C r u e l t y , l i k e a l l o t h e r ev i l s i n m a n , is best 
d r i v e n out , n o t by mere watch fu lness a n d chast isement , b u t by 
the e x p u l s i v e force of p o s i t i v e g o o d ; a n d t h a t good i n us w i l l 
p r e v a i l , j u s t i n p r o p o r t i o n as i t feels a n d k n o w s t h a t i t is the 
image a n d the i m i t a t i o n of G o d H i m s e l f . C o m p a s s i o n , s y m p a t h y , 
d e l i g h t i n beneficence t o w a r d s the a n i m a l c rea t i on , be long to 
man ' s t r u e n a t u r e , a s s e r t i n g themse lves i n d i f ferent degrees of 
n a t u r a l g i f t ; t h e y c a n be, l i k e a l l o t h e r i n s t i n c t s , developed by 
t e a c h i n g a n d t r a i n i n g i n the y o u n g ; a n d they increase , moreover , 
w i t h the i n t e l l i g e n t s t u d y of a n i m a l n a t u r e s , w h i c h b r i n g s out, 
even i n those w h i c h seem least p r o m i s i n g , the shadows at least of 
i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d m o r a l q u a l i t i e s , i n v e s t i n g t h e m w i t h a k i n d of 
persona l i ty . B u t , l i k e a l l o t h e r graces of h u m a n i t y , they can 
fight a v i c t o r i o u s b a t t l e a g a i n s t the g e r m s of selfishness, t y r a n n y , 
c r u e l t y i n the s o u l , o n l y u n d e r the h i g h e r consciousness of G o d . 
T h e r e is s o m e t h i n g i n t h a t sense o f the dependence of a l l 
creatures a l i k e u p o n the l ove a n d f a t h e r h o o d of the one G o d — 
w h o m we k n o w c l e a r l y , a n d w h o m the l o w e r creatures , we t h i n k , 
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m a y k n o w , by h a l f - b l i n d i n s t i n c t — e x p r e s s e d i n the w e l l k n o w n 
l i n e s — 

H e prayeth best, who loveth best 
A l l things, both great and s m a l l ; 

For the dear God, who loveth us, 
H e made and loveth all . 

A n d yet , perhaps , t h e r e is even more i n the opposite consciousness, 
suggested b y m y t e x t , t h a t we are (so to speak) G o d ' s repre ­
sentat ives t o t h e m , t o w h o m , as has o f ten been sa id , t h e y look 
u p w i t h a l a rge measure of the reverence a n d t r u s t due p r o p e r l y 
to H i m , a n d b y w h o m , as the exper ience of ages has s h o w n , 
t h e i r v e r y n a t u r e c a n be educated a n d e x a l t e d . W e , i f we feel 
t h i s i n ever so s l i g h t a degree, m u s t ca t ch some measure at least 
of G o d ' s o w n d i v i n e s y m p a t h y for a l l H i s creatures . A n d w h i l e , 
u n l i k e H i m , we rece ive v e r y m u c h f r o m the creatures w h i c h are 
o u r servants , m u s t rejoice i n b e i n g l i k e H i m i n the " blessedness 
of g i v i n g . " 

(I . i T t is t h i s exerc ise of t r u e h u m a n i t y , w h i c h the A n i m a l s 
P r o t e c t i o n S o c i e t y has l ong been l a b o u r i n g p a t i e n t l y to enforce 
a n d i n c u l c a t e . L e t me say to y o u , m y b r e t h r e n , t h a t here i t 
does pr ice less genera l service t o the w h o l e c o m m u n i t y i n t h e 
f o r m a t i o n of n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r ; f or n o t h i n g is more c e r t a i n t h a n 
t h a t c r u e l t y a n d h u m a n i t y are u n i v e r s a l i n t h e i r exercise t o w a r d s 
o u r f e l l o w creatures . T h e b r u t a l i z i n g effect of the one, a n d t h e 
so f t en ing a n d e x a l t i n g force of the other , t e l l o n o u r r e l a t i o n s n o t 
o n l y t o a n i m a l s b u t to m e n ; n a y , t e l l even o n o u r powers of 
k n o w i n g a n d l o v i n g G o d . 

A g a i n s t k n o w n c r u e l t y i t appeals b o l d l y t o t h e p o w e r 
of the l a w , w h i c h is one of the g lor ies of the E n g l i s h 
s t a t u t e book , a n d w h i c h ( le t me r e m i n d you ) , l i k e m o s t o t h e r 
l a w s , i f i t i s t o l>e enforced, needs v i g i l a n t s y m p a t h y , a n d 
w i l l i n g n e s s t o t a k e some t r o u b l e for i t s enforcement , f r o m a l l 
E n g l i s h c i t i zens . T h e records of i t s h i s t o r y , y e a r b y y e a r , w h i l e 
they s i c k e n us by t h e i r disc losures of c r u e l t y , selfishness, a n d h a r d -
heartedness, , ye t show us how m u c h they can be checked , a n d 
are checked , by the s t r o n g h a n d of the l a w . B u t everywhere , a n d 
espec ia l ly i n t h i s t h i n l y - p e o p l e d c o u n t r y , w h e r e the force of l a w 
can never reach the o u t l y i n g set t lements a n d s tat ions , there m u s t 
be s t i l l g rea ter re l iance o n the c reat i on of r i g h t p u b l i c o p i n i o n , 
a n d o n the d e v e l o p m e n t of i n d i v i d u a l sense of h u m a n i t y . M e n 
m u s t l>e ch ie f ly a l a w to themselves ; t h e i r h i g h e r n a t u r e m u s t be 
developed by free scope. A n d here l e t me urge espec ia l ly the i n ­
s t r u c t i o n a n d e d u c a t i o n of the y o u n g , w h i c h " the B a n d s of m e r c y , " 
as t h e y are w e l l ca l l ed , so g r e a t l y promote . I n c h i l d r e n y o u see the 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s of h u m a n n a t u r e — n a t u r a l k i n d n e s s (for e x a m p l e ) a n d 
n a t u r a l c r u e l t y — c o m e out i n c rude a n d s t r i k i n g s i m p l i c i t y ; a n d 
i t is i n t h e y o u n g m i n d t h a t ignorance can be best removed , c r u e l t y 
l>est shamed a n d p u n i s h e d , a n d s y m p a t h y best c u l t i v a t e d . E v e r y -



•22 

where we m u s t t r u s t u l t i m a t e l y to m o r a l inf luence. I bel ieve 
m u c h i n the d i s s e m i n a t i o n of l i t e r a t u r e — n o t so m u c h the exposures 
a n d denunc ia t i ons of c r u e l t y ( w h i c h h a v e the obvious d r a w b a c k 
of occas ional ly suggest ing w h a t t h e y des ire to get r i d of), as the 
c u l t i v a t i o n of k n o w l e d g e , s y m p a t h y , l ove t owards the l ower 
creatures. B u t I desire to see e v e n more d i r e c t forces of 
t e a c h i n g b r o u g h t to bear . I w o u l d p r a y parents , i n t h i s m a t t e r 
as i n a l l o thers , to r e m e m b e r the sacred d u t y , w h i c h they 
can r i g h t l y devo lve o n no o t h e r a u t h o r i t y , of t r a i n i n g , by 
example a n d t e a c h i n g , t h e t r u e h u m a n i t y of t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 
I n our schools, e spec ia l ly i n o u r S u n d a y schools, I k n o w 
not w h a t i s done, b u t I a m sure m u c h m a y be done, to develop 
h u m a n i t y i n t h e y o u n g , w i t h i n f i n i t e resu l t of good to t h e i r 
t r u e m o r a l educat ion . I n o u r churches f rom t i m e t o t i m e — i n 
r i g h t s u b o r d i n a t i o n , of course, t o the h i g h e r a n d ho l i e r subjects 
w h i c h f o rm t h e i r m a i n t e a c h i n g — i t i s , I t h i n k , w e l l t h a t we 
should consider w h a t t h e B i b l e has to declare , a n d w h a t the v e r y 
concept ion of C h r i s t i a n f a i t h a n d d u t y m u s t i m p l y , i n respect of 
t h i s phase of t r u e h u m a n i t y . 

T h a t there i s need, g rea t need, a m o n g us of a l l inf luences i n 
t h i s good cause I c a n n o t doubt . W e h a v e to fight aga inst a n e v i l 
f o u n d e v e r y w h e r e i n s i n f u l h u m a n n a t u r e , b u t fostered, I t h i n k , 
especial ly by some of the c i r cumstances of l i f e here, a n d b y some of 
the hab i ts , ideas, charac te r i s t i c s of these m o d e r n days. G l a d 
s h a l l I be, i f a n y w o r d s p o k e n t o - n i g h t induces a n y of y o u to 
he lp the Soc ie ty , by w h i c h I have been asked to speak. B u t , i n 
some w a y , t h i s or a n y o ther , I ask y o u ser ious ly t o consider what 
is C h r i s t i a n d u t y i n t h i s m a t t e r , a n d t o endeavour to do i t — f o r 
the sake, indeed , of the he lp less a n d suf fer ing creatures whose c r y 
goes up to G o d , b u t not less f o r the sake of h u m a n i t y , a n d there­
fore for the sake of C h r i s t i a n i t y i tsel f . 

F o r a l l a u t h o r i t y w e s h a l l have t o g ive a n account w h e n the 
great L o r d of a l l comes a g a i n . M o s t s t r i c t l y a n d most so lemnly . 
I k n o w , for t h e a u t h o r i t y over o u r f e l l o w m e n , a n d for the power 
w h i c h we h a v e to a i d the poor , the suf fer ing, the e r r i n g , a n d the 
s i n f u l . B u t y e t most t r u l y f o r the l o r d s h i p over God ' s creat ion , 
so w o n d e r f u l a n d so b e a u t i f u l i n a l l i t s l ower orders of being. 
A n d if , over a n d above the u n i v e r s a l h u m a n consciousness of the 
A l m i g h t y W i s d o m a n d R ighteousness , the G o s p e l teaches most 
e m p h a t i c a l l y of a l l , t h a t " G o d is L o v e , " a n d t h a t o n l y he who 
loves can k n o w G o d a n d be l i k e h i m , t h e n we, as C h r i s t i a n s , have 
a spec ia l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n r e l a t i o n to these t enderer a n d sweeter 
dut ies of h u m a n i t y . G o d g r a n t us t o k n o w a n d feel t h i s respon­
s i b i l i t y ! T h e r e is a g l o r i o u s passage i n S t . P a u l ' s E p i s t l e to the 
R o m a n s , w h e r e he speaks of the who le c r e a t i o n , as g r o a n i n g under 
the b u r d e n of l i f e , w h i c h rests most h e a v i l y o n h u m a n i t y , and 
rejoices to be l ieve t h a t i t s h a l l share i n d i f ferent degrees the 
" r e d e m p t i o n , out of bondage , i n t o t h e g l o r i ous l i b e r t y of the 



c h i l d r e n of G o d . " T h e y w h o bel ieve t h i s m u s t sure ly f ind i n i t a 
c h a r t e r of C h r i s t i a n s y m p a t h y w i t h a l l orders of c reat i on , i n 
v i r t u e of t h e i n c l u s i o n of a l l , no t o n l y under the c rea t ive 
goodness, b u t under the redempt ive mercy , of G o d . 
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