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BUSH BROTHER FOR THE NEW
DIOCESE OF N.T.

BISHOPS’ MEETING LAST WEEK

The House of Bishops of the General Synod has elected the Dean
of Trinity College, Melbourne, the Reverend Kenneth Bruce Mason, to
be first bishop of the newly-formed Diocese of the Northern Territory

The authority of the bishops so to do, without the customary partici-
pation of the clergy and laity, derives from a Canon of the General Synod
ratified by the Diocese of Carpentaria (from which the new diocese has been
created) and by the Queensland Provincial Synod.

The bishop-designate,

spent the greater part of his ministry in the Australian outback,

the Northern Territory.
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A STIRRING STATEMENT

The Resolution on Viet Nam passed by the
bishops of the Church of England in Australia at
their annual meeting last week is a noteworthy docu-
ment. It is addressed not to the Prime Minister of
Australia or the President of the United States
or even to the Australian public. It is
addressed solely to Australian Anglicans — with one
exception

It must carefully be noted that the statement was
assed unanimously. It may be taken therefore to
represent the Highest Common Factor of episcopal
opinion. And what an inspiring factor it is! The
statement is bold, but balanced; scholarly, while
simple; plain, withal profound: severe, yet serene.
It is understandable that the bishops themselves were
modestly pleased with what they said: their statement
reflects “their corporate mind at its

Apart perhaps from the exhortations to prayer,
which atheists might not approve, it is impossible to
detect a single phrase in the whole pronouncement
with which anyone could disagree. Therein lies its

most striking quality. Every reasonable man, whether _
he supports or opposes the policies of the Govern- I

ments of the Commonwealth and the U.S.A, will
surely approve every sentiment voiced by the bishops
as quite unexceptionable. This is so remarkable an
achievement as to merit examination in detail
yone— President Johnson, Ho Chi Minh,
Mr Whitlam, Mr Holt, Senator Fulbright and
Nguyen Huu Tho alike—will wholeheartedly share
the bishops’ deep “concern at the continued expan-
sion of the war in Viet Nam”, This is the first, the
most original and creative point the bishops make!
n wlII appeal alike to those whu support Australian
U.S. policies, and those who oppose them. It
WI|| appeal to all those who fmd themselves, on either
side, at the receiving end of the clever instruments
by which the war is waged. This being so, it was
right and extremely perspicacious of the bishops to
make this point first. It reflects episcopal wisdom of
the highest order.
The bishops’
They ask us to pray without distinction “for the
belligerent nations, and especially for those respons-
ible for the making of political and military deci-
sions”. Not a few harrassed N.L.F. guerrilla leaders,
and U.S. Divisional commanders, will be grateful to
know they are all being prayed for as they make
hard decisions in the white heat of combat. It is the
thought behind the bishops’ statement that will touch
them, not its gerundial expression. That thought
should be more widely known. Might it not be printed
in pamphlet form, scattered from the air over North
and South Viet Nam—and the Lodge and the White

In their third point, the bishops address them-
selves to others than Anglicans. There is a striking
note of modernity in the reference to “our grave
moral responsibility in the use of modern weapons”.
Never again may our bishops be accused of living in
the past! They clearly know about napalm, lazy dogs,
poisoned bamboo stakes and the like. It goes with-
out saying that they took into account the statistical
fact of more H.E. having been dropped on Viet Nam
than in all Europe, by all sides, during the entire
1939-45 war. They clearly know something of the
most modern of ail weapons— thermo-nuclear ones—
too. Who will not be stirred by their bold call to
everyone to be careful how we use these weapons?

Point four, on the need for compassion, calls
for no remark, save that the bishops say there should
be more of it. Who would not concur?

The last point, telling us the bishops are pray-
ing for freedom of conscience and worship in any
settlement, is most telling of all. It is the kind of
information which should be conveyed forthwith to
the wretches evading the draft in the slums of Cholon,
to the deracinated peasantry rotting in “refuge”
centres in the South, to the remnants of families
living like troglodytes outside the towns, to every
single Viet Namese presently preoccupied in his
wrong-mindedness with mere food and,cover so as
somehow to stay alive. First things first! These people
must realise that freedom comes before food, and
before life itself!

e bishops’ statement, so profound, wise, pene-
trating, so enormously informed and courageous, will
assuredly confirm the image of the Church which
exists in the minds of all who gaze upon it in awe
from outside, and should draw many of them into
the fold. That fold, as this statement shews, is big
enough to accommodate everyone. Until now, every
statement on Viet Nam by every bishop or synod has
attracted some notice, generated some discussion,
aroused some opposition as well as approval. Not
this one! Of its nature, any Highest Common Factor
suits” everybody. There is no doubt about it:; this
statement is the Last Word.

second point is deeply moving. (
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