THE MESSAGE

By D.B. KNOX

THE PROTESTANT FAITH

L COLLEGE LIBRARY

LT

0092415 3




When a leading Catholig’ theologian from Germany,
Professor Hans Kung, visited Sydney he gave an address
at the University at which he emphasised that the Christ-

dan. message was Jesus, Jesus Himsgelf. A very simple
concept, but one which Christians and Christian ministers
constantly lose sight of. When we are speaking to our

friends about religion let us. remember that our message
in the end is Jesus, and so too is the mesgsage of the
preachera ' ;

St, ‘Paul in his letters makes this clear. In his
opening sentence in his letter to the Romarns he says that
the gospel is about God!s Son, = This reminds us that the
message is about the real Jesus, not some false abstract-
ion, There have always been these false views of Jesus
and they are still very popular: the musicalo,"Jesus
Christ Superstar" is an illustration athisiiand a book
about Jesus which down-grades Him from His divine char-
acter is always surc of a good sale. We read last week
of a protestant minister in lNew Zealand publishing a
book which revivdd the ancient slander that Jesus was
born illegitimately; the slander goces back, of course,
to the ecarly opponents of Christianity in the days of
the Roman Empire, A pointer to Jesus! deity dis the fact
that these slanders s+till appeal, and that Jesus! namec
is constantly used in cursing and blaspliemy, If He
were not divine there would be no point in people using
His name in strong language, .

But let us return to the concept that the Christian
message is Jesus. In the 15th chap’e» of 1 Corinthians
Paul tells his readers that he handed on +to them the
message that he himsclf had received, that Christ died
for our sins, according to the scriptures, and that He
rose again on the third day, according to She scriptures.
The name "Christ" means'"commissioned by God" and reminds
us of the truth that Jesus came from God- Indeed He
was God, God who had come into relationship with men,
by taking man's nature and living in fellowship with men
and women. It is a woanderfl truth that God is a
humble God who has entered into wrelationship with us
through the incarnation, a relationship which will never
come to an end, for Christ, while always God will now
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never ceasc to be our"uav4our, never cease to be the

one tgrough whom we arc related to- the Father. St. Paul
.wrote "Christ died." What an. extraordinary juxtaposition
of 2 words. That ‘the onc who was God in our flesh should
have ended Fis life in so dgnominious a way; the one sent
from God finished up crucified. There is nothing extra-
ordinary if He had only been a Galilean peasant, who had
foul of the Roman Police systay but the one in whom God
was proesent, the Megsiah, the anointed by God, that He
should finish His course so quickly and so disgracefully
on the gallows is extraordinary. No wonder it proved

a -stumbling block to those who first heard it. Yet it
cannot have been accidental. Accidents don'!t happen to
Gods i

The explanation is in the next phrase, "Christ died
for our sins'. Our problem is estrangement from God
through our self-will and rebellion. This problem Christ
nailced when He was miciled to the cross,. "He bore our
sins"; "with His stripes we are healed, Through Jesus
we receive forgiveness and reconciliation with God,.

Our message is Jesus, and it has these two wings.
Who Jesus was =~ the divine incarnate Son of Gods and
wihat He did - He died for our sins so that He could bring
us to God and restore that fellowship wihich we destroy
by self willed rebellion, But His decath was by no means
the end. Paul adds, " on the third day He rose again',
so making clear that e had successfully decalt with sin
and its consequences, dcath, He rose to God!'s prescnce
and we rise with Him, Paul adds that all this was"accord-
ing to the scripturces", that is to say, foretold by God
because it was part of the plan.of. God. It was no unfort-—
unate accident that Jesus was cru01floc no man took IHigs
life from Him; He laid it down for: us, s friends, '
His rosurrectlon too was aooordlng to God' plan, and
Jesus is now Lord, complouxng the purposes of creation
when God said"letus make man in. our oW image and let
them have dominion apd 1ordshlp" : ;

It is Jesusvwho 1% Lard, fAll dominion has been
given to Him.  Jesus is Lord and His kingdom will be
established over cverything, in due coursce Jesus
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then is not only our message, buv He is also our hope,
as Ste. Paul says in the opening verses of his letter to
Timothy"Jesus Christ our hope". Christians have .a world=
view in which God!'s work in Christ is central and is ‘the
explanation of everything. God is working out His pur-
poses which He has alrcady made known in soripture, and
these are purposes of blessing for all who put:faith in
Jesus Christ and who arc related to God through the for-—
giveness of the cross., God is for us, and we should
enjoy this truth, for if God is for us, nothing can be
against us. If God sparced not His own Son but delivered
Him up for us all, how will He not give us everything
that we can need and'every blessing beyond even what we
can conceive. Enjoy this faith by casting your cares on
the God who cares for you, and living in the light of
His will, day by day, knowing that what we do for Him
is never lost, but will be wvindicated when we enter on
the ceternal life which He has prepared for us before the
foundation of the world, :

Our message is JesusSe. This message has becen en=
trusted to every Christian to sharc in spreading.
Jesus said'"as the Father sent me, so I send you', We

are to invite our acquaintainces to be reconciled to:God.
This is the message=rcconciliation to God through Jesus
whom God has sent. God was in Christ rceconciling the
world to Himscelf and He has entrustecd to every Christian
this message of rcecconciliation. God through us invites
every man, woman and child to be . reconciled to Him in
Jesus, who though He was without sin, becane sin for

us that we might become approved of God in Him.

The whole world needs reconciliation to God and
each Christian has been entrusted with the message of
reconciliation, We oexercise this universal Christian
ministry according to our gifts and opportunities.
Some, like Paul,:will be able to give more or less ‘full
time to this work, Some will be able to travel as he
didy to make Christ known where He is not known beforc,
Some on the other hand will be confined to their own
neighbourhood, or home or place of work. Some are morc
gifted than others, forGod gives gifts and opportunities
according to His will, but all of us should be in a
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position at least to give a rcason for our Christian hope
_to those who ask, : ' e ‘

This universal ninistry of reconciling rmen and women
and children to God through Jesus Christ, a ministry in
which we have all been called:to participate, means that
we should preparc ourselves for this work, Firstly we
must base our lives, our desires, objcctives and ambitions
consistently on the hope of Christ!s coming kingdom,

It is there that we rmust be laying up troasure, putting
our trust for the future in God, not in money for cxanple,
Secondly, we should all be equipping ourselves by study
of the Bible, hearing sermons on the teaching of the Bible,
taking correspondence courses perhaps, or cven attending
Collegc, for a time, is possible. We have all been given
the message of reconciliation with God our Creator and
Judges God sends the message through us to, those who

are living without God, blinded and self centred. For

the Scripture teaches dlecarly that those whio continue
mreconciled are doomed. Our message is Jesus, the one
cormissioned by God wiio diced for our sins and rose agaiin.
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself and
has cntrusted to eaclhh of us the message of rcconciliation.
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