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Christmas is here again, 
and I wonder what your reaction 
is. For the children 5 of 
course~ it is a time of unmiti­
eated pleasurable anticipation, 
but for the groVJn ups the com­
ing of Christmas can be some­
thing of a burden - presents 
to be sent off overseas per­
haps, letters and cards to be 
written, shopping to be dones 
parties and entertainments to 
be arranged, and otl1ers to be 
fitted in. 

Christmas can become 
quite a burd~n and its approach 
an oppression of the spirit. 
But in the . midst of all our 
preparation ~e want to take 
time to reflect on what Christ­
mas implies and v1hat it means. 
Christmas marks an epoch making 
event, which is cruciei in our 
attitude to the world and to 
life; in fact it is crucial for 
our world viev1 , 1:>eoause Christ­
mas means that God the eternal 
Creator and judge of all has 
entered human life Himself• 
Jesus was born of the Virgin 
!my through the Holy Spirit 



and the name that He vms given 
at His · birth nas . Emmanuel~ 
which means 'God · v-vi th us' • 
God with men is the breath­
taking 1~essage of . Christmas 
and the first question to ask 
ourselves is, do. we believe 
it? Apparently rre do . if vrn 
look 21.t the trep.1end.01;1.s · cele­
bration that goes .. on. · at 
Christme.s time in the name of 
Christ, and yet apparently vve 
don 1 t l)elieve . it,'.-; .- if · we· 
examine our .attitude._ '. :to life '· 
and that of our · c.ommuni ty 
which ·does · not seem .. , to · . be ·· 
affected at · al°l by . this .most · 
e:P.ooh maki~ fact, . nruw~ly '.that ·< 
in .-.Christ God has ·· .taken '. .'oui' · namr,e .and_ tliat ·He . is ; .. Eznu~el, .. 
God, with u ·s •. : · ·· : . : ·'· .. :: . .. 

. . . ' I 

. , : 
This great trutn ·reminds · · · !, 

. . .. (. ' . . ... 
us thB.t. God has '"not . left ·our ·" · · 
huma.r). race to t'Iw consequence's . : . 
of its ovm .. turning · from· Him;:· 
He p.as entered our life and so · 
given humro1 life and history . 
its centre Dnd its meaning. 
He has a purpose for hununity 
and this will be completed, 
for its completion is guaran­
teed by the fact that He has 
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taken our nature, that He has 
become man in Christ. 

If we merely looked at 
events around us as reported, 
for example, in the. ne\7spapers ~ 
we wouli certainly gather little 
comfort or hope for. humanity; 
but God our Creator has put 
His seal upon us through the 
birth of E~mianuel. Christmas 
is a bright assurance of hope 
and not merely for humanity in 
general but for each one of 
us. Yle do not knon Yrl:ia t the 
future holds and ns \7G look 
out on the nevr yes:.r we c_annot 
tell what our own individual 
fortunes will bo,but the birth 
of our Saviou.r is a.n . assurance 
that God cares for us in all 
our weakness. By ourselves vre 
could not find a vmy back to 
God , nor f _ind strength to 
resist the buffetings of life~ 
but Christ's birth for us is 
a sign that God c ~res for us. 
He has · come dovm to rrhere we 
are; 

The slogan "put Christ 
back into Christmas 11 deserves 
our support~ for there is a 
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danger that the great benefits 
of - a yenrly celebrati6n of 
Christmas will be lost in the 
bustle - o.f buying and cele­
brating. The festival of 
CJ1ristmas rrus instituted to 
bring us the benefit of 
recollecting thnt in the birth 
of the child Jesus, God has 
guaranteed His concern for 
humanity in general, as well 
as for us nho put our , trust ·in 
Hili1. Otu ·world vievl and our 
understanding -of history, as 
well as the hope of our : · ovm 
lives -should be · -centred in 
Christ Dlld our annual Christ­
mas celebration should be a 
help to keep - this world view 
clear. -

Cow1ieroial interests 
pressurize us to spend money 
on food and gifts and enter­
tainment, and there is a 
danger tho..t on the one hand 
Christmas becomes a burden and 
on the o thcr tho. t the real 
purpose of ·che cel~bration is 
lost sight of. Plainly we 
must re-sist this process and 
pressure; and the principle we 
should adopt is that Christ-

) 
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mas is a festival of personal 
relationships. :Oo nothing · 
merely because it is the done 
thing at Christmas? but use 
Christmas as an opportu:r1i ty of 
personal fellowship. If vre 
keep in mind the pleasure that 
our gifts will bring not only 
because of their intrinsi'C 
usef'ulness but also beccuse . 
they are an expression of 
frie~dship, then any burden 

· that may - be fe-lt in their 
selection and purcho..se nill be 
lifted. 

There is perhaps . a more 
important slogan them 11 fu tting 
Christ · into. Christmo..s 11 and 
that_ is "Putting the· Cross 
into · Christmas 11 • · You - will 
re111eniber tha t when the ·_angel 
announced the birth of our 
So,yiour he made it clc2.r tha t 
Christ would be a Saviour. He 
told Joseph nyou shall _ call 
his name . Jesus for he shall 
so.ire .his people froL1 their 
sin~" (Mt.1:21) _. - Jesus ca.me 
to s;;..ve us t:hroi.igh His dc2,th, 
as He Himself said ns He faced 
the crucifixion i 1For this pur­
pose cmne I to this hour" 



danger that the great benefits 
of · a yenrly oelebrati6n of 
Christmas ~ill be lost in the 
bustle · o.f buying and cele­
brating. The festival of 
Ch.ristmas rras instituted to 
bring us the benefit of 
recollecting thnt in the birth 
of the child Jesus, God has 
guaranteed His concern for 
humanity in general, as well 
as for us nho put our . trust ·in 
Him. O'ur v.,rorld vievl and our 
understanding · of history, . as 
well as the hope of our :· ovm 
lives · should be · · centred in 
Christ ro1.d our annual Christ­
mas celebration should be a 
help to keep . this v1orld view 
clear. · 

Cow1ieroial interests 
pressurize us to spend money 
on food and gifts and enter­
tainment, and there is a 
danger tho..t on the one hand 
Christmas becomes a burden and 
on the o thcr tho. t the real 
purpose of ·che cel~bration is 
lost sight of. Plainly we 
must re.sist this process and 
pressure , and the principle vrn 
should adopt is that Christ-

} 

111 

mas is a festival of personal 
relationships. l>o nothing 
merely because it is the done 
thing at Christmas, but use 
Christmas as an opportunity of 
personal fellowship. If vre 
keep in mind the pleasure that 
our gifts will bring not only 
because of their intrinsi·c 
usef'ulness but also beccuse . 
they are an expression of 
friendship, then any burden 

· that ·· may · ·be fe.lt in their 
selection and purcho..se nill be 
lifted. 

There is perhaps . a more 
important slogan them 11 Putting 
Christ · into. Christmas" and 
that is "Putting the· Cross 
into Christmas 11 • You · vrill 
re111eniber the.t when the · .cmgel 
announced the birth of our 
So.viour he made it clcE".r tha t 
Christ would be a Saviour. He 
told Joseph 11 You shall call 
his name . Jesus for he shall 
SD.Ve .hi S people . frOLl their 
sins 11 (Mt.1:21) .• · Jesus came 
to s~ve us t:broilgh His de2.th, 
as He Himself said ns He faced 
the crucifixion ;iFor this pur­
pose cmne I to this hour" 



(Jn.12:2? ). Jesus, the nar.ie He 
was given at His birth, means 
God is Saviour. 

It is interesting to com­
pare the tremendous conu;iercial 
boost that Christmas gets with 
the exa ct opposite that surrounis 
Good Friday. Everybody cele-· 
bra tes Ohr istnas; hoi;v few cele­
brate Good Friday. You see 
Christnas can appeal to the 
natural mnn as well as to the 
Chr~stian uecause there is 
something flattering in the 
thought that God has become man 
in Christ if you isolate it by 
itself. There is no rebuke to 
our pride in the idea of 
Emmanuel, God vii th us 5 ·when that 
idea is isolated. But when it 
is associated with the cross of 
Calvary, as it is in the Scrip­
ture, then of course our pride 
is brought dorm, and vie recog­
nise that it is because of our 
sins that Jesus was born. It 
is not possible to contemplate 
the Son of God dying on the 
cross, crucified by the hands 
of lavlless men, vii thout recog­
nising our· ovrn sins and · humb~::s 
ourselves at the foot of the 

cross. But Cbristruus isola ted. 
as· an event of its oym does 
not necessarily rebuke ·- ·'our 
pride in this way, and ·there­
fore as r..re celebrate Ch:riStma.s, 
or as our community consider~ 
Ohr is tma s it must not , ·simply 
be as the birth of Jesus · but 
rather as the '··· birth of t he · 
Saviour who died f or our sins . 
and who rose again that· .Vrn 
might be · r a ised .from death. 'to 
li·fe .,. . If we pµt the ctoss · 
irtto · 'Christmas, ·Christmas v~.rill '_ 
be · seen in its true light and 
the love of God . reflected in"· 
the birth of Christ vri11 be ;.:_-
s e. en m:o re · «~ j. e·ar ly. i:rt.i-11 , f o·r .· _· 
Hi~ :J.io:vie' ·-:is·: sh9vm · not only:. ·: 
tha:t:· He.' too}c . o:µJ; : nature : upon _.-,-. 
Him . bu-t ·,•. that '1!Whi.le 17e' \7ere · · 
yet, :sinners' clirist died for 
us". ~ Chri'stmtis ... can only bo . . . ( 

under-s-to·6d .. ·in tl;le light of 
Good Friday'· and Eo.ster. Good 
Friday was the reason for 
Christmas and this thought 
will cut off the extravagances 
of our celebrations while 
deepening our sense of the 
true significance of this 
festival. 
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Christnas is a family 
festi va,l pre-eminently o The 
children love it and we love to 
give them gifts and joy. The 
Christmas story of the baby 
Jesus has a special appeal to 
children. Christmas celebrat­
ions are centred in the home. 
The ·world vierr that our cele­
bration of Christmas implies · 
must be applied consistently in 
the home as vrnll as in the com­
munity. Let us ask ourselves 
the ques-liion v1hether we really 
believe Yvha t Christmas implies -
really believe what the two 
names Enrraanuol - God with us -
and.Jesus - God is our Saviour -
imply, namely that world history 

and our life finds its centre 
in Christ and apply this 
question to our home. Does our 
home find its centre in Christ? 
We may not as individuals be 
able to influence dramatically 
our c omr.mni ty - tho ' we can 
play our pe..rt - but at least we 
who are heads of homes have the 
ordering of our own home life 
in our hands. Is Christ central? 
For exsraple, do we have day by 
day family prayerss when . as a 
family vTe pray in His name and 

read His y1ord, while the father 
explains any ~lessage that may 
be in the passage read. Does 
the mother of the family teach 
the things of Christ to the 
children of the home as they go 
to bed? Do we \70rshiI> Christ 
our Saviour . on Sundays as a 
family? : . 

Christmas is a ce,11 to 
consistency.. We celebrate 
Christmas joyfully · becc.us·e we 
remember God's gift to us, the 
coming of the Saviour. Our 
celebrations imply that we 
believe these things; that God 
has entered into a very close 
relationship to us. Let us see 
to it that our thoughts are 
based on the world view that 
thi.S fact ;Lmplfes ~ [llld that our 
lives, Dn.d our homes, and our 
community a~e centred on 'Christ 
\'fuo was born at Bethlehem to be 
OUr Saviour which He fUlfilled 
on Good Fr;iday' and I:astor' Day. 

. A 
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