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Th e  "S ky P ilo t"  a t  Lith g o w , 1931
"Sydne y Morning He ra ld"

TRACKS IN THE NIGHT: From the
Thos e  who  do  no t know the  bus h  m a y find

it difficult to unde rs ta nd this  s tory. It is  the  s tory
o f a  n ig h t in  th e  b u s h .  Da y tim e  b e lo n g s  to
m a n  a nd  the  b irds : we  c ou ld  live  in  the  bus h
for ye a rs  without re a lis ing tha t the  night brings
a nothe r c re a tion into  be ing; tha t is , unle s s  we
like  to  ta ke  the  troub le  to  find  ou t s om e th ing
o f th is  n ig h t life  o f th e  b u s h .  Ma n y a  s m a ll
a nim a l live s  only for the  n ight, a nd thos e  who
a re  conte nt to s le e p through the  hours  of da rk-
ne s s  m a y ne ve r know the  little  bus h cre a ture s
who live  in  the  night.

Sky Pilot's Log, 2CH Broadcast
Whe n the  m oon ris e s  it b rings  to  life  m a ny

a  sma ll furry cre a ture  tha t shuns  the  bright light
o f da y. I o fte n  lis te ne d  to  the  vo ic e s  o f the

c le a r note s  tha t m ight be  ta ke n for thos e  of a

ture s  tha t p la y in  the  m oonlight.
George and I camped one night near the  source

o f th e  R o s e  R ive r in  Arn h e m  La n d  a b o u t 3 5
ye a rs  a go. We  ha d ta lke d a bout the  a nima ls  tha t
ca me  out a t night a nd Ge orge  ha d quite  a  good
knowle dge  of m a ny of the m ; but a s  m os t of his
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learning came from the  Aborigines it was mainly
about anima ls  tha t we re  good to ea t. I told him
a bout ma ny of the  sma lle r a nima ls  but I could
see  tha t he  only ha lf be lieved me ; so one  night
we  swe pt cle a r a  pa tch of sa nd ne a r our ca mp
so tha t we  could te ll by the  tra cks  in the  morn-
ing wha t vis itors  we  ha d ha d during the  night.

George was not fond of sweeping; he  mopped
his  fore he a d a nd re ma rke d: "Tha t ought to be
enough, S mithy. It's  too hot to go sweepin' ha lf
the  Northe rn  Te rritory.  You won 't ge t m a ny

don't s e e m to be  ma ny a nima ls  in this  de se rt
country ne a r the  coa s t.'

"It is  surpris ing," I re plie d, "how ma ny sma ll
creatures there  are  in the  desert. I've  found most
inte re s ting things  away on the  Nulla rbor P la ins
tha t one  would never dream could exis t in such
a  desert."

"Well," George  agreed re luctantly, "I suppose
there are animals even in the desert, though what
they find to live  on bea ts  me . Anyway it's  inte r-
e s tin' findin' out a ll we  ca n a bout the  a nima ls .
Might come  in handy when we  ge t re a l hungry,
you know. If we  find out what animals a re  about
it ought to be  easy to trap 'em la te r."

"G e orge ," I to ld  h im , "you ha ve  live d  too
long amongst the  blacks ; you a re  a lways  think-
ing of things  to e a t. We 've  ple nty of be e f a nd
we  don't ne e d to do a ny hunting for food. It's
pure ly a  m a tte r of s c ie ntific  inte re s t to  m e ; I
wa nt to  le a rn  a ll I c a n  a bout the  little  bus h
cre a ture s  tha t only come  out a t night."

"The n why don't you a s k the  bla cks ?  The y
se e m to know a ll a bout the  a nima ls  in the  dis -
trict, a nd it would be  a  lot e a s ie r tha n e xpe ri-
m e ntin ' on your own."

"I a m a lwa ys  re a dy to le a rn from the  bla cks ,
Ge orge , but I ha ve  to s e e  for m ys e lf.  I ca n 't
record obse rva tions  tha t a re  second-hand; tha t
is  one  of the  firs t laws of scientific re sea rch."

"We ll, I don't wa nt to s top you, but it se e ms
a  lot of wa s te d e ffort to me . The  trouble  is  you
a lwa ys  dra g me  into it. If my old mothe r could
se e  me  now swe e pin' the  sa nd ridge  with a  bit
o f a  b ra n c h  fo r a  b ro o m  s h e  wo u ld  th in k I
wa sn't right in the  he a d."

"Don't be  s illy; you're  jus t a s  inte re s te d a s  I
a m a nd you wouldn't wa nt to be  le ft out. Any-
how you go to sleep now; this  sand should show
a ll the  tra cks  of our night vis itors . I' ll te ll you
a bout the m in the  morning."

"As  long  a s  you  le a ve  it  till m orn in '  tha t
suits  me ; but for he a ve n's  sa ke  don't wa ke  me
up in the  middle  of the  night to sa y you sa w a
possum or a  ra t or some thin'."

"All right, Ge orge ; I won't wa ke  you be fore
dawn. Tha t's  a  promise ."

Tha t night I s le pt a s  soundly a s  Ge orge , but
I awoke at dawn and went to examine the ground

tha t we  ha d s we pt c le a r the  night be fore .  In
spite  of a ll he  ha d sa id Ge orge  joine d me , a nd
toge the r we  re a d the  s tory of the  tra cks  le ft
in the  night.

"He re 's  a  dingo tra ck," Ge orge  a nnounce d,
a s  he  s ca nne d the  s a nd. "Look, it goe s  right
up to our ne ts  a nd the n ba ck a ga in."

"Yes; and you can see  it wa lked more  s lowly

toge the r a s  if our vis itor was  a fra id and wa lked
ve ry softly and s lowly a s  it got nea r to us ."

"It came pre tty close  to my ne t," George  sa id.
"I wis h  I'd  h e a rd  it ;  it  wo u ld  h a v e  m a d e  a
s itting shot."

"P roba bly the  dingo kne w it would be  da n-
ge rous  to wa ke  us  a s  you ca n te ll by the  wa y
it backed off. But what are  these tracks, George?
Look, these  ones  he re ."

"I'm ha nge d if I know. Looks  a s  if some one
trie d to brus h the m out. Oh, wa it a  minute  ...
ye s , I gue ss  it wa s  a  porcupine ."

"Tha t's  wha t it is ," I a gre e d. "But don't ca ll

though pe ople  us e d to ca ll it a n Echidna . It's
the  nea rest living re la tive  to the  pla typus which
is  the  only othe r furre d a nima l tha t la ys  e ggs ."

"You sa id the  only other
porcupine  is  not a  furre d a nima l."

"The  spine s  a re  de ve lope d from gre a tly e n-
la rged ha irs , a s  is  the  horn of a  rhinoce ros ; the
ant -ea te r is  entitled to be  ca lled a  "furred" ani-
m a l,  I th ink."

"Anyhow," sa id George , changing the  subject,
"he re  is  the  tra ck of a  bird. I wonde r wha t bird
would be  wa nde rin' a bout a t night. Ma ybe  it's
a  curlew; wha t do you think?"

"P roba bly. I ha d a  pe t curle w once . It broke
its  wing  in  a  s to rm  a nd  I s e t it,  bu t whe n  it
could fly a ga in it wouldn't go a wa y. It use d to
wa nde r a bout m y room  a t night a nd s cre a m
like  a  ha lf -murde red child. I ca lled it `Murde r'."

"Yes , I remember it," George  sa id, fee lingly.
"It sca red the  daylights  out of me  the  firs t night
I ca mpe d in your room a nd it s cre a me d unde r
my be d. But wha t a re  thos e  tra cks ?  The y a re

wallaby."
"Those  a re  the  tracks  of a  tree  kanga roo. He

must have  come  down from his  tre e  during the

"A tree  kanga roo," George  repea ted. "I once
ca ught hold  of one  a nd it ga ve  m e  a n a wful
kick. I would soone r try to hold a  wild bull tha n
one  of those  tree  kangaroos. What do they feed
on, S mithy?  Do they ea t gra ss  like  othe r kang-
aroos?"

"No, the y e a t the  le a ve s  of the  white  ce da r
a nd othe r tre e s , but in ca ptivity the y e a t fruit
and bread quite  readily."
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George was examining the ground closely and
he  did not speak for a  time, then he  sa id: "Look,
Smithy; what a re  these  small tracks?  It looks as
if the  fa irie s  ha ve  be e n da ncing on the  s a nd
in  the  ligh t o f the  m oon."

"Those  a re  the  tra cks  of the  ka nga roo -ra ts .
The y wa it till the  m oon ris e s  a nd  the n  the y
da nce  a nd pla y a bout a s  if a ll time  we re  the ir
own. Sometimes I have  la in awake and watched
the m. The y e njoy life  a nd the y se e m to da nce
jus t with the  joy of living."

"He re ," Ge orge  continue d, "a re  little  tra cks

little  brush -ta iled creatures with tiny delicate  feet
like  those  of a  fa iry. The y da nce  in the  moon-
light from the  she e r joy of life . Ye s , those  a re
the  tra c ks  tha t you  s e e  a ll ove r the  s a ndy
ground."

"The re 's  no doubt this  is  inte re s tin', S mithy.
You've  got me  with the se  he re  tra cks . I'm be -
ginnin' to be  able  to read 'em myse lf. See  he re ,
this  twis te d ta il,  I s uppos e  it is  the  tra ck of a
snake?"

"Yes, George , tha t is  a  snake 's  track; you can
s e e  it quite  cle a rly in the  s a nd. But it doe s n't
a ppe a r to ha ve  be e n ve ry hungry. As  you se e
it ha s  not paused but has  gone  right across  the
sand patch as if it had urgent business elsewhere.
If it wa s  hungry it would ha ve  s toppe d to wa it
for frogs  or mice . A sna ke  looks  jus t like  a  dry
branch or stick when it doesn't want to be  seen."

"S ay," excla imed George , "the re 's  the  tracks
of an old man kanga roo ove r he re  on the  edge
of the  c le a rin '.  I ne a rly m is s e d it a s  he  only
touche d the  ground once  a nd cle a re d the  re s t
of the  s a nd you s we pt with his  ne xt jump. He

ridge -kangaroos."
"Yes," I agreed. "He must have  been over six

feet high a t the  very least. And look! Just beside
his  tra cks  a re  those  of his  tiny cous in the  Nor-
the rn Hopping Mouse . P e rha ps  I shouldn't ca ll
it a  cous in to the  ka nga roo a s  the  only thing
the y ha ve  in common is  the  ha bit of hopping
or jumping ins te a d of running."

"You don't me a n a  Ka nga roo Ra t, do you? "
"No, it's  only a s  big a s  a  m ous e ; a  kind of

sa ndy brown in colour with whitish unde rpa rts .
It 's  a  p re tty little  th ing ,  bu t ve ry live ly a nd
ha rd to ca tch. If you dig up its  ne s t the re  a re
so ma ny ope nings  tha t it is  a lmos t imposs ible
to s top the m  e s ca ping. It ha s  a  gra ce ful ta il
with a  brush on the  e nd which it se e ms  to use
as a  rudder and ba lancer when it is  hopping."

animals would have  come by in the  night?  Even
if we  ha d be e n lying a wa ke  we  wouldn't ha ve

man kangaroo. They've  a ll disappeared now that

daylight's  come. I don't suppose  they know they
le ft the ir footprints  be hind for us  to re a d!"

"The  wouldn't be  worrying a bout the ir foot-
prints , George , but they're  the re  jus t the  same .
The  poe t spoke  a bout 'footprints  on the  sa nds
of tim e ' tha t we  a ll le a ve  be hind us . We  live
our life  for a  brie f spa ce  a nd the n pa ss  on, but
whe the r we  wis h  to  o r no t we  a ll le a ve  our
footprints  be hind for othe rs  to follow."

"If we  could look ba ck," Ge orge  obs e rve d
wryly, "a nd se e  a ll the  footprints  we  ha d ma de
I gue ss  some  of 'e m would be  a  bit wobbly."

"I'm  a fra id  s o ,  Ge orge .  And thos e  wobbly
footprints  ma y be  the  ve ry one s  tha t will upse t
some one  who follows  a fte r us . Wha t we  do to-
da y will a ffe c t s om e one  tom orrow e ithe r for
good or bad. Many a  good man has  he lped and
inspired thousands of others long afte r his dea th
by the  tra cks  he  ha s  le ft in the  s a nds  of time .
We  s a y tha t we  live  our own life  a nd it is  no-
body's  bus ine s s  but our own, ye t a ll the  time
it is  impossible  for us to live  to ourse lves. Other
people  will be  a ffected. The  only sa fe  thing for
us  to do is  to  follow s om e  re lia ble  footprints
ourse lve s . We  could a ll e cho David's  praye r in
the 17th Psalm: "Hold up my goings in thy paths,
tha t my footsteps s lip not."

FURNITURE TRAVELLERS : Over the years
the  N.S .W. Furniture  Tra ve lle rs  ha ve  done  a
gre a t de a l for this  work. The y ma de  it poss ible
for each child to have  a  new inne r -spring ma t-
tre ss  and a  beds ide  locke r bes ides  many othe r
a rticle s  for the ir comfort a nd ple a sure . We  a re
de e ply inde bte d to the m  in m a ny wa ys ; the y
ha ve  a lwa ys  he lpe d us  to obta in furniture  a nd
fittings  a t the  lowest possible  cost and we  have
come  to de pe nd on the m for a nything a t a ll in
this  line . As  we  com e  to the  e nd of this  ye a r
it is  only fitting tha t we  s hould re m e m be r a ll
the y ha ve  done  for us .

CHRIS TMAS  HO LIDAYS : As  u s u a l th e
dark children will be  staying in the private  homes
of va rious  frie nds  from  26th De ce m be r until
16th J a nua ry. During this  pe riod the  s ta ff will
a lso ta ke  the ir holida ys  a nd the  Miss ion Fa rm
will be  clos e d. P le a s e  ma ke  this  known to a s
many friends as possible  to save disappointment
if the y ha d pla nne d to vis it us  the n. The re  will
be  a  ca re take r to look a fte r the  fa rm, of course ,
but it will not be  ope n for inspe ction.

BUILDING  P RO G RAMME: Already the
sta ff fla t has  been comple ted enough to a llow it
to be  occupie d; the  ne w roof is  on the  Miss ion
House  a nd the  founda tions  a nd floor jois ts  a re
in pos ition for the  children's  dining room, s tudy

met with a  wonderful response  and as this paper
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goe s  to  the  prin te r (e a rly in  De ce m be r) the

the  S pe cia l Building Fund. The  ne xt building
planned is the  extra  wing for the  boys' dormitory;
jus t how soon this  is  a va ila ble  will de pe nd on
the  furthe r re sponse  to our a ppe a l. As  we  ha d
pla nne d the s e  building ope ra tions  to cove r a
period of up to two years  and within two months
a lmost ha lf has  been rece ived we  can look for-
ward with pe rfect confidence  to the  future .

F INANCE: Although our S pe c ia l Build ing
Fund has been very we ll supported we  must re -
mind our supporte rs  tha t the  Ge ne ra l Fund is
a lso ve ry important. While  the  building is  going
on the  dark children still have  to be  fed, clothed
and ca red for in va rious  ways. Usua lly we  have
conside rable  inte re s t shown in the  children jus t
before Christmas by various organisations
anxious to see  tha t the  children do not miss  out
on Christmas. Toys are  usually well supplied and
we are  a lways able  to see  tha t the  children have
a  fa ir s ha re  of the s e ; but toys  a lone  will not
keep this work going, and some of our supporters
ins is t tha t the ir dona tions  a t this  tim e  of the
year "must be spent on the children's Christmas."

But what about a fte r Christmas?  The  children
come home from their holidays and we are  faced
with cons ide ra ble  e xpe ns e  not only for the ir
ordina ry ne e ds  but for s chool re quis ite s  a nd
school uniforms. S ome  people  have  been ve ry
good to us  this  ye a r a nd ha ve  se nt clothe s  in-
s te a d  of toys ; for ins ta nce  the  wom e n from
Country Club Fa ctory, Northm e a d, m a de  56
dresses  for our children besides shirts , trouse rs
a nd pyja ma s . Gifts  such a s  the se  a re  a  gre a t
he lp to us and we  a re  most gra te ful for a ll those
who ha ve  he lpe d with clothing, foods tuff a nd
other practica l items.

J a nua ry is  a lwa ys  a  ve ry le a n month a s  re -
ga rds  finance ; most people  have  spent heavily
over Chris tmas and they a re  faced with holiday
expenses  on top of this ; however we  would ask
you to remember us  and our financia l needs  in
this  "off" month of the  ye a r.

CHRIS TMAS  P ARTIES : Friends have  been
ve ry good to our childre n a ga in this  Chris tma s
a nd the y ha ve  ha d e ve ry S a turda y booke d up
for ma ny we e ks  be fore  Chris tma s  for outings ,
pa rtie s  or othe r tre a ts . We  a re  force d to limit
the  numbe r of pa rtie s  the  childre n ca n a tte nd;
no child, wha te ve r the  colour, ca n re ma in un-
spoiled if faced with party a fte r party for severa l
weeks. Fortunately some organisations are  mak-
ing a rra nge me nts  to ta ke  our childre n for out-

ings  la te r in the  Ne w Ye a r a nd the  Autumn in-
s tead of a t Chris tmas, and this  is  much apprec-
ia te d, by us  a s  we ll a s  the  childre n.

STAFF: During the  pa s t ye a r we  ha ve  ha d
the  be s t s ta ff s ince  the  Mis s ion wa s  founde d.
Mis s  McEa che rn a nd Mis s  Dora  Mitche ll we re
with us  la s t ye a r; this  ye a r we  ha ve  a dde d to
the  s ta ff Miss  Ailsa  Davies  and Miss  J e ss ie  Kil-
pa trick. Mis s  Da vie s  wa s  tra ine d a t Re nwick
Hos pita l (a s  wa s  Mis s  Me ryl McEa che rn) a nd
Mis s  Kilpa trick (a ll the  wa y from  S cotla nd!)
has proved to be  a  grea t asse t a lso. In the  office
Mrs .  Wa rwick ha s  ha d the  volunta ry he lp  of
Mrs . 'C. K. Ha mmond for two da ys  e a ch we e k;
this  has  been a  tremendous he lp a s  the  work of
the  Mis s ion is  incre a s ing s o ra pidly tha t it is
a lmos t imposs ible  to ke e p pa ce  with the  office
work.  W e  p ra is e  G od  fo r the  de vo tion  a nd
e fficiency of a ll the  s ta ff members  and we  wish
the m e ve ry ble s s ing a s  the y comme nce  the ir
we ll e a rned holidays  a fte r Chris tmas , while  the
childre n a re  a wa y.

CHRIS TMAS  DAY: Sometimes we are asked
to a llow diffe re nt childre n to go to frie nds  for
Chris tma s  Da y but this  is  not a llowe d. This  is
not like  a n Ins titution; it is  a  re a l home  to mos t
of the  childre n a nd pre vious ly s ome  we re  bit-
te rly disa ppointe d whe n the y misse d the  fun of
the  family Chris tmas, unwrapping the ir presents
and comparing them with the  others. We have  a
spe cia l Chris tma s  se rvice  a t the  Miss ion Fa rm
and we seek to teach the  children the  true  mean-
ing of Christmas. Christmas without 'Christ must
be  a n e m pty one  inde e d; ye t it s e e m s  tha t in
these  days when the  Day has been commercia l-
ised the re  a re  many who ha rdly spa re  a  thought
for the  Chris t of God who brought s a lva tion to
m a n through His  de a th a nd re s urre ction. We
look forwa rd to tha t gre a t da y whe n He  s ha ll
re turn in  glory a nd powe r to  s e t up His  king-
dom  on e a rth; the n a t la s t the  knowle dge  of
the  Lord sha ll fill the  e a rth a s  the  wa te rs  cove r
the sea.

We  wis h  a ll m ut s upporte rs  God 's  riche s t
blessing this  Chris tmas and throughout the  New
Ye a r. Tha nk you for wha t you ha ve  ma de  pos-
s ible  through your gifts  a nd se rvice  in the  ca re
of the se  little  da rk childre n. Our work is  a bove
a ll a  spiritua l work a nd we  a re  not conte nt with
the  mere  feeding, clothing and physica l ca re  of
these  children; we  pray tha t each one  may grow
into a  pe rs ona l knowle dge  of the  Lord J e s us
Chris t a s  S a viour a nd Lord.

Gowans & Son, 17 Rosedale Avenue, Greenacre. 70-6406


