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In a discussion cf the ?rotestant faith 
it is important to remerr.ber that Protestants and 
Roman Catholics El.re agreed on many )f the funda­
mental doctrines of Christianity. For example, 
both agree in affirming the c.ceeds 1 which cover so 
ma.."'1y points of Christian joc :::ri.ne, such as the 
sovereignty of Goel, that G-c-d is a loving and all­
co:;:itrollin[; E'ather so tY:.at :'."lo"':;hing happens in the 

ves of .:~is cJ.1ildren vhicYi ':le doe~· not see will 
turn out for the besti for G 1 a. has promised that 
all "things ·;ro.Lk together for gooj fGl" those who 
love Him and that no triP 1 wi J l .;;r..ter our life 
~hich we •1e not abla ~c bear. Su too, all 
Christiru1s beli~V8 in the doctrin~ of the Trinity

1 

and in the fact that God the Sen for our sp.Jces 
became rr.an that through Ei"" de:::..th Ee might ,::,ave 
us fror:.1 uu1· sins and their •..::on::>cqucn.:-es, So too. 
all CLristians believe t}l2t C'rtri:::it 1 • .i..ll coI!le aga..:..n 
to br~ng -i; 0 its culniinatio.r1 th~ J.p0 e.nu dovn:_s of 
the f:istory of our vJOrJ d. kc Hi.j co!Iling He will. 
vindicc>\;\-! His people and establich perfsct 
righteousness. His coming is the great hope to 
be looked. "'.:'orward to w~th ccr~ai11t.~- b~r every 
Ohristie:n . 

.. mian Cat.r.oli1..~G ar.d l:rotP::> i;c:n ... ts also 
'01,f;;T6e th2.t it is tbrr·~~g!1 C.ll'iF>t · s c ~a tl1 en the 
Jrc. ss that our sins a rP- f o rgive.:::.bl8, but di If ercr..ces 
arise on +,he question of "tho a.p~lic9.ti0n o t: 
Christ's reclempt-i_nn., -+;hat is, on thr,; y_Uestio;.1 hovr 
it is that r1e ma.y obtain forgiven~ss thcough His 
death. You vrill rec·Jgni:::;o that t£1is natter is a 
mo st important and :practic<. 2. one 1 • ...:11 ~rrors at 
this po~ '1t have vitc:,l ~ i'.J.r-reac..,.1L1g r:onseq1ienc88. 
As ·:re ffilt!,ht expect the:ce is a ,c;.::i,:;u Jec;_::._ of teach­
int; in the :Di Ole a~)OUt hO\.' \ '18 J bta iL forgi Vene3u 
for uur sins. Its essence: ·l_:::; th<lt i':e are to be 
sorry for 'JU:r sins and t'.) c..f:·k 8-C'" -~..,r forziveness 
for 'Jhri. ct 1 c ;zi.l. e . 



, 

of his First J'.::-iistJ_e n Tf ve confess o-L·T :.;ins God 
is f~l t.hful arni .j·i0 • ~u [\ ,rv.i.ve us uur sirs ·l::1d 
t'.) l:le:~nse US f:i_'(.;ID -?lJ_ U.11Tig11tPC'J.SY'_G8~);;. _i . ! r)-•; 

verse1 1:.1te-:.- T,h3 .:>dire.~ C'ltJJ. tlP. says :1.lf 2.iWOlJ"'. :>ins 
"12 n...:.ve an 2.dVGC&L..: vvlt11 •,!le w<=i,tJ:-,1:3.c) J~sus 0'.'r::·is-: 
th'.) r1-;;l1t3o:i.s? ah,t ~~t:: :_s the 11rop_1_ti ~.t:._ur.. fo · 0~'r 
:::;in:.;., and 1io-:; _:_,1c oU..i.'8 0r-i;v -uc.:; nJ.:.;c for -She -;L:~s 
~l t~:1.: vho~.C 1-:or li..i", (j_:' Cle ._; l. I' .-.J.J :!JU;, it :i;i 
.::r _;1::no.,; .. ,,_._12. ~<o..-v1~ .J:i.:!.L•..)d B!'.u r'a..L.l. 2·~0:.1 't r :[ +11e 
r'·-1.: i·y :._: -...Jd; .Je i 1g J;i::--:·;~ii_i_ed freely by ll:i.s r..,...f:'>,.,e 
vh.orgl: the :::c].~'Tfl~"-nn th:1t ~2 i1: Cbri.::t Jt>S"u.;3 ;1. 

1.'hcf\ t~1e ·,.rarG.2:;., of the 
0

'1C':1 :-- .t: •• iLip:;.i 1.-;P..Ji;:;ec: 
hL:; :.;ir~.!..'1Jl:'F:~S anu CC::t.1-lP.d "'c""• 'tO -;,l-3 apO'J -Li;:-,.;_ 

tv .d.lu yTi'>vne.!.·~ i'"illa·:; illl'.e>t .J d.O °'tO CC: ::-Ja•.•.-;fi'."I 
E' lJ. Fei.t;_:... I f1 1 ":r·:~y i'/Cl.8 !lJ'-iirJpr: r~n1 sinIJle: ·'Bel -:_C"TC 

or. the ::...c.1'_''1 tleJus Ul1ri.s:. ~n.,_ ~ll u sl.tall be 0a.vec: 
3.hcl ;ycl; :c ~~·'u:-v· 1 

• .,u ir:~ rc2u. i;·L Actc l.t;. 'f: r·~2.y 
2~ .• i...1) ~.i.e J '::i.:..,lE.: 0~ TP8.'; J' i.r1~ a8 ~::;ayinr- tb.c.~·c Crri.xt 's 
c.._;: . th i.; a comr;· L.(,'.; :_,,_a l1e.:..~1Pct offP,rinc f',...,r OIJ._· 

-sj i.~ .... ·~Lu tl:.:--.t :1,_ c;i.ir.1~ r 0t:~ 1 .. :s to h..:; ald2rl t:; :it 3.3 

the g.cound of 1...l'r fu1:.?"i7el1?ss· but ~rat a:i1_ of us 
v:L .. ~ be f0r.: :i.v~1. ;_,_. . ..; cuflle tu Goct chrOU[l: 0UiPt. 
t·.:-.::.1w sc,rry io::::· CJU.r' s.ins und lookino; to God for 
fc,i·g::_ver_ess. I-'.; ii=: wellknown 7 h01\·ever, tb..:.t ~he 
Ro~;1an Co..tb.olie: Ghurcn teachef' -cb 8.11 not the T"leri is 
of Christ onJ.y; 8:.i t cur r•wn mcri.t s al so :1.rc au 
eA~eTuti~l p~1~ of 'the p~o1md r~~ o~~ forgiveness. 
'.l'ht..s Jardinal Bellc:...rrnj ne in Pi~-; book .)n Ju.) ti.ficatim 
5/'f stated that ;;nu.r r:!l'ti.Ci h0":l8 anu r·on.f ldt::IlCO .:-:::tst 
t< p:l.aced ln 1.:.Jd y~t some 2 • .lsc i.n o._i.r .)·.111 ;1 • .=ri·ts''; 
a:n:l Ca.11on 32 of che Coune:il of ·L'rent on JLlstifi::::atian 
stated clearly that the meritP of a Uhristj_an :iaL's 
Jife "ln truth meri't eternal life". Roman Cat~1olics 
believe, of course, tha't our merits obtain their 
valu.e from the death of .Jesus, yet they place them 
alongsiue those of Ch:r·ist, and teach that they p1 a~' 
an 00santial part. '.Lhe Bible however says quite 
def.!..nitel:y in :Cphesians 2:6 "By grace have you been 
saved, through faith, and that not of yours91ves, 
it is the gift of God: no+. of works, that no nan 
Gl:..ould glory. 1 



:Ph~ Roman Oattolic doctrine that our 
::;al vation dei;ends <l-;- L:!as-:; in part on ,;ur own merits 
has two J.'ar--reach..;i-1;; coriseou(;n1.Jes. :E'irstly, it 
rlestroys ,1:ny ::.~vri; r;._;.nfi.Cler_ee t:.i·~t wa m:i.{~hi- otherwise 
hnve tba c we a.;.:e ::aved. So long as our salvation is 
tl oug!Jt of as de 11en' _ i.:u,~ ori o:rnrsel ves · ~.t ~Leat:it in part, 
we will ct.Lnays Jt-' i.n7ol. v·~d ln uncert2in i.;~· a::: out ov:r 
salYation, for i;/:o but. ~he Dresumptuous pe:sr'ri WGL.l.ld 
dare to tnink the:.: 'lr1jr, ~.i.fe is good enrm_:sh for God's 
appruval. 

IC c:,,.11 L.;oi:i; -:~c· HGo.ven d.er)cndr.,; err ~h~ 
goocmcos o..L ovr owr.. l j ver-;. thf'r nonP of u:; c.u.:i. Jr:nr fl 

for su~c what our present state is with regard to 
Heaven, much less what ~-t will be when we d:..e. :r:nueed 
Roman Catholics (;un ~nder thi b uncer r.aL1 c:v Fl.bout cu:: 
·fu.ture s-c.::ite af:i cr ... aracTP.ri~ +.:!.c of tn1e Christ_; ani ty. 
and the Council of Trent has anathemat:..zed. in Ca::1on 16 
of Session 6 anyore wl10 is certain of his sal·,ration. 

But 011 tha o 1,.i'.l er hand, you wi 11 rec.;o 5 flize 
that if our salvation depends nn Christ's ~erits only, 
and on God's pr~mises to us as a conseauence of those 
merits 7 th on we may be as sure of our 8a:-:. vation as 
we are mire oi tLe perfection of tlrnse rierjts cf 
Christ e.ud of the ~ru. th of God's V/ord and His prcrrn::..ser:;. 
The Bi~:> le is flcll of such ass1u·ance, 'rn g~ve one 
insi;anr;E; only; Si; . .t'aul 's statement to his f:::-iand 
~im0thy "1 kno / w:1om T have believed R.nd am persuadel 
that He is able to 1::eep thai; which J have cornmi ttea 
unto Hi1n against thal day 11 • Here there is a. ring of 
complete certailny. S"t. Paul knows he is going to 
Heaven. If that assLtr8.nce were based on his own mer:i. ts 
it would be presumptu.;us 7 but St. Paul makes clear it 
is baeed entirely on the unchanging character of God. 
He says 11 1 J:now whom I have believed and am persuaded 
that he is able". The Bible teaches us to put no 
confidence at all in our own merits. n All our 
righteousnesses:' it says "are as filthy rags", and the 
Apostle Paul stated unequivocally "I know that in me 
dwells no good thing" (Rom 7:18). Ue are to put our 
w::-:ole trust and confidence in God's unchanging nromise 
h~qed a~ it is on tho ~0~t~ of Christ our perfect 
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Saviour. This hope is a sure: uope, filline us with 
joy in the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and 
complete reconciliation with our Heavenly J:i"'ather. 

Lack of assurance is the first important 
consequence that follows directly from the Roman 
Catholic doctrine that our own merits are an essential 
part of the ground of our salvation. Tr.ere is a 
second. This is the doctrine of purgatory. For if 
we cam1ot be saved without our own meri -cs playing a 
part in the satisfaction for ~ur sins, it may turn out 
that we have not had enouP.:h time in this life to make 
sufficient sa-tisfar::tion ourselves. lie may need fur·~her 
+,ime to get ourselves ready for HeavP-n. Consequently 

le doctrine of purga-cory fol1ows. Roman Catholics 
believe that urdinary Christians go to purgB.tory nftGr 
dea-ch and stay there til2. a full satj_sfaction fo.t· 
thei:c sins has been made. The Jornmon teaching in the 
Roman Catholic Church is that this purgatory is a 
placs of fear=ul torment. St. Bonaven-cura in his 
commentary on the sentences (4D 20 Al Q2) said that 
nthe se v ~rest pain of purgaJcory exceeds -che no st 
violent kncwn on earth" and St Thomas .Aquinas the 
m ,st .~ailiJt~s Roma-ri Catholic theologian, assertec. in 
th8 Swmna Theologica that '1 e1;i::n Ghe s.lightest to.cture 
of pu::-gator~r .is worse than a.ll the sufferings one 
Cali endure; in tLis worlci" (.S.:r. [)UViJ· Q 70 (Appen 2) 
A 3CJ. I have taken these t·:o q 1.w-cations f:r·om a 
tE.!xt book by a former Roman Uatnolic Coadjutor Arch­
bisho1J of S~rdney 9 used i11 Rom2..n Catj~ollc schools in 
N.8. I . s0 ·:"ct.: car: see t!lat a painful pu.rg;;.toi::-y is a 
dLr:: rine sti:l being taught to the children. Juch a 
+.rongnt o:t Fl pai:r.fu1 pur&:a tor-y 2-f i -c -...rere tr1le, would 

akP. •he c.p1)~vach o1 deai,h !!lost te;rrifying. Yet 
St. Paul tea.cbss us to think vi:' de::i th oui te 
dj_fi'ere:r~:t.J y. lie calls Chr:J.. s tian aeath ~a fall.ing 
asJ.eep in Je:::us a.:nd he said chat Pto be abse;.1t from 
the body is to be pre sen-!; with tbP. Lord 11 and that such 
a de:parture was ''very far be+,ter" to quote li.Ls words. 
Such sentime~1ts cannot be reconciled r..rith the thought 
of purgatory and of cours~ .it ~s weilknown that there 
is no teaching about purgat0ry in the New Testament 
at all. The reason is SJIDple. 1'he doctrine of the 
Bible about saJvation excludes ~he possibility of a 
purgatory 1i2cause the Bibl;:; teaches tlnt we are saved 
b :r th~ HI ~ r; t 8 C) f Chr ;_ 8 t rm 1 . . ·1n 1 11 I) 4 • h , I l. r •) \'T(l 'f•') r ~~ r::, 



alrc;:~dy bet..l:t 11ade. Thus .1e de Ill1-1- l ... • "~. .., i,J (•t..r 
merits or s2:sisfac1,,ior, ~v ~l--.l~>e o:· - r· J-•L..1'cl :.1. oru..:.c 
to b r, for~i vc~n. '.i.1h-J ·.,or!: 0 f :: ur 3:~l \r · 1 -~ J vn · 
finished -...)y Christ on CR.:v1ry. AJl 1,;1; 1e1 ·-~.'11G is 
for us to receive .i_t i.~ro::: ,;oci .\•it}l jo~1 -- i ,"';!'TLi_tud~. 
Cor.sequc:ntly there l"3 il') su,;h ·pl;-1ci:; c'.d LLd.'.'"dcry. 

1l'o swn :,ip , t}'..c3 ".:'<J.ct th2.t the:'.:;~-,)_:_.. -'-.; nches 
that the Jhrj_sti8.Y1 :3ho:.il_c. be ful1 of c-.. 1i'~J".eYtc, ·:­
hi:s 0alv2ticn '.:!OXPir::u~ t~ho truth tLat ~c' L~.rc1.+ Lor. 
d.e1~ends en C:h:rts~.: , .. :.1d. no~ on 'Jll:Y'S8- '.1es r.1or .:;1,1,_;-"'1 

CGY'r"i.den.c8 CCt._r_i ...>l~-lzT ·~·; _t-;l'"'~:;3..._..ln.t r,her: _:__ t I~· 1"'l CJ i Z01l 

tb2.t Gl'orist :!:1,...,_s (";,cn.r 1 - __ l -+:1..,_ot is i1t-J~<:f:' Jr\· ar P ::'-t: 
,,-t:, ::-:irr_/:__y r0ceivc tl::.·01 .. h faith with th0111-.~r.~~v:i.nc 
the .ril118ticn l1R bri11gs tn us. J.,·~_...::v al..'...~' ther:

1 
·-

not\, of confiuon-;:; jcy in His gl..ft cl1a.1-.::c·' ... ,"!ri s ·8 t'."J 
Chri.st:.&1 _1ife 'l'hc~1. ag.:::.in 9 the fc;,::;~ t 1~a'; the rTew 
1:esv'lP18r.t knows Y'..OG.t'liTI,2; about pnrga+;cr.>' ;_,· 0. £\-ll'.'t1J~,1-
cor;£ Lc-..·i 1;io11 u_-,~ thE: trath the~ our Ile:r·i t.P do 1:J t 
pJ 8Y any part ju 0u:r· :::81'.'·1tion, be.::aus·.:. c:1,~ doctrine 
0£' pvrea Lory ·i_s 3. nat1J.ral conseo:lencc:! oi' ::c lie~" t_~vr 
tha1- 111c must mak2 sc.,me r;~:tisf'.lctior: rlJL'v~-~v•3s, i · 
arldittcm to tlis.t of Chr.0t. '.rl1e fact -:_11 tl1e thole 
knows nc.,thing of this dol!trine establis:~--: <:nd. a.:nC. 
verifies the t:rnvi. th that our hcpe of sc.l \'3. t2_on is 
to be placed in the rne~its ::)f JeSi'S Chrls t; ·J.lC>ile. 
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