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THE SHARK AND THE RAY: From the Sky Pilot's Log, 2CH Broadcast
The lugger lolanthe stood close inshore as we

e xa mine d the  cora l re e f for a  pa ssa ge  into the
s till wa te r be twe e n the  re e f a nd the  is la nd. S o
clear was the  water that we could see  the  bottom
quite  clea rly. P re sently the  boy a t the  bow s ig-
na lle d to  m e ; I s wung ove r the  tille r a nd the
lugge r, with a  fina l plunge  in the  surf, s lid into
the  passage  and ga ined the  placid waters inside
the  re e f. the  boy pus he d the  dinghy ove r the
s ide  a nd I took my pla ce  in the  s te rn a nd Da n
pulled for the  shore .

A wh ite  m a n  c a m e  down  to  m e e t u s .  He
seemed strangely out of place  in such a  se tting,
ye t he  was not unexpected, for it was to see  him
tha t we  ha d come  to the  is la nd. He  wa s  not a n
old ma n, but his  ha ir, fa de d by s un a nd ra in,
a t firs t gla nce  a ppe a re d to be  gre y; it wa s  not
un til we  we re  qu ite  c los e  tha t I re a lis e d  he
wa s  we ll unde r thirty ye a rs  of a ge . He  ha d a n
open face and clear eyes but his mouth was weak,
and I began to be lieve  some  of the  things I had
heard about him. He gree ted me quie tly, without
m uch e nthus ia s m , ye t I kne w he  wa s  gla d to
see me.

"Hullo, S mithy," he  sa id. "The  skippe r of the
Noosa s a id you would be  a long one  of the s e
days."

"We ll, he re  I a m! How's  the  turtle  she ll a nd
trepang business going?"

"Not too ba d. I'm ge tting e nough to pa y my
tucke r bill, but not e nough to ma ke  a  fortune .
It might be worse."

"I've  go t s om e  m a il, " I to ld  h im .  "I know
wha t tha t means  to an isola ted man, so I won't
hold out on you. The re  a re  only thre e  le tte rs ,
but plenty of papers and magazines in the lugger.
I'll leave  them with you."

"Thanks. You won't mind if I open the  le tte rs ,
will you?  It's  thre e  months  s ince  the  la s t ma il.
S it down in the  sha de  of the  coco-nuts . I won't
be a minute."

I watched the expression on Peter's face as he
read his mail. The first le tter he  merely skimmed
through; the  se cond he  re a d s lowly, a nd once
or twice  the re  wa s  a  pa ine d e xpre s s ion in his
eyes; the  third le tte r he  he ld for a  few moments
be fore  ope ning it a nd I s a w him gla nce  round
the  island and hesita te , as if re luctant to open it.

He  re a d s lowly a nd ca re fully, bre a king off
e ve ry fe w mome nts  a nd looking a bout him a s
if to re a s s ure  hims e lf tha t he  wa s  s till on his
little  tropic is le . Whe n he  finishe d re a ding he
tucked the  le tte r ca re fully into its  enve lope  and
sa t s till a nd s ta re d out to se a  for so long tha t I
thought he  had forgotten me.

"Peter! Everything a ll right a t home?" I asked.
"Eh, what's that?  Oh, yes, everything's a ll right

past this way again?"
"If a ny ma il come s  for you I will drop it from

the  a e ropla ne  whe n I'm  on my wa y to Groote
Eylandt; but I can't land on this  is land. It might
be  s ix months  or more  be fore  I come  this  wa y
a ga in in the  lugge r. Look he re , P e te r, why not
come  ba ck with me  this  trip?  The re 's  nothing
to keep you here , nothing a t a ll."

"Tha t's  nonse nse . You're  only a  young ma n;
you ca n't bury yourse lf up he re  like  a  na tive !"

"You don't unde rs tand. If you knew the  s tory

think you would."
"I d o  kn o w th e  s to ry, " I to ld  h im .  "Yo u r

mother wrote  to me. She wants you to go home."
why I came away?"

"S he  hinte d a t it. I could re a d a  lot more  be -
tween the  lines . You came  up he re  to ge t away
from the  drink; wasn't tha t it? "

you I ha d be e n in ja il? "
"No; but I he a rd  tha t from  othe rs .  I d idn 't

know if it wa s  true  or not. One  he a rs  a  lot of
rumours  in this  country."

ever."
"Wha teve r you might have  done  has  nothing

to do with your going ba ck now. You ca n't run
a wa y from  life . Why not fa ce  up to it a nd go
back and live  it down?"

"No. Somehow you don't look like  a  murderer
to me!"

"It was  a  most unfortuna te  accident. But tha t
is  no re a s on for you to wa s te  the  re s t of your
life  he re .  Com e  ba ck with  m e  a nd  fa ce  the
mus ic. Oh, I know you've  pa id the  pe na lty a s
fa r a s  the  law is  concerned; but come  back and
face  the  world and sta rt a ll over aga in."

like  wha t happened before  might happen aga in.
If I ge t drunk I go ma d, I ca n't he lp myse lf."

"We ll,  cut out the  drink.  You 've  m a na ge d
ve ry we ll without it the  la s t s ix months ."
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"But whe n I me e t the  othe r fe llows  I use d to

That'd be  enough to sta rt me  off aga in; I'm sure
it would. I ca n't le a ve  it a lone  once  I s ta rt. The
only sa fe  wa y is  ne ve r to go ba ck whe re  I ca n
get drink."

"I think you're  be ing ra the r s illy," I told him.
"Some men can take  a  drink and leave it a t tha t.
Evide ntly you ca n't.  The  only s a fe  wa y is  for
you to cut it out a ltoge the r. But the  longe r you
s ta y he re , a fra id to trus t yourse lf, the  worse  it
will be  for you. You'll not only wa s te  your life ,
but you'll le a rn to de s pis e  yours e lf a nd it will
affect your character in other ways. You're  living
in a  make-be lieve  world; it's  not rea l. Men have
tried be fore  to run away from a ll tempta tion but
it ca n't be  done . S oone r or la te r you'll ha ve  to
go back to the  city and have  cha racte r enough
to re fuse  tha t firs t drink."

"But tha t's  wha t s ca re s  m e .  I m igh t do  it
for a  month, or a  yea r, but then, maybe , I'd s lip
aga in. I couldn't fa ce  it; not aga in! If you could
have seen that Court with a ll those  faces looking

"Your mother wants you back; she  told me so
in he r le tte r. What about your fa the r?  Have  you
heard from him?"

says the  same as Mum."
"I don't wa nt to be  inquis itive , but tha t third

le tte r wa s  in a  woma n's  ha ndwriting. Ha s  tha t
anything to do with your decis ion?"

"No  . . .  ye s  . . .  I'm  n o t  s u re .  It  wa s  fro m

"Doesn't she  want you to go back?"
"Ye s ; but you s e e  it wa s  he r brothe r tha t I

killed."
"It is  ce rta inly ve ry complica te d. But if s he

wants  you to go back why not do so?"

P e te r wa s  s ile nt a nd we  both looke d out to
s e a . Two hundre d ya rds  from  the  be a ch the
dorsa l fin of a  sha rk cut the  cle a r wa te r of the
bay. Suddenly the re  was a  mighty splash and a
ra y or de vil fis h le a pt c le a r of the  wa te r a nd
fe ll ba ck with a  re sounding spla sh. The  sha rk
wa s  in purs uit. We  forgot our dis cus s ion a nd
raced down to the  beach to wa tch.

Aga in a nd a ga in the  de vil ra y le a pt out of
the  wa te r, ris ing e ight or te n fe e t e a ch time  in
a vain attempt to elude the dreaded enemy. Again
and aga in the  shark a ttacked and each time  the
ra y rose  from the  wa te r a  fra ction of a  se cond
before  the  shark struck.

The  sha rk wa s  obvious ly trying to drive  the

ray into deeper water, but with desperate  cunning
the  ra y ma de  for the  sha llows . Once  the  sha rk
rippe d a  pie ce  c le a n out of the  "wing" of the
ray and the  wa te r was  s ta ined red. But now the
ray was  in sha llow wa te r which became  muddy
and discoloured until we  could ba re ly make  out
the form of the ray as it slid so close to the beach
tha t it wa s  ba re ly cove re d by wa te r. He re  the
s ha rk could not go, a nd a fte r c ruis ing a bout
for a  long time  it e ve ntua lly ma de  out to s e a .
Peter sighed with re lie f.

"I'm  gla d it got a wa y," he  s a id. "S ome how
I ca n unde rs ta nd how it m us t ha ve  fe lt whe n
the  sha rk wa s  a fte r it. It's  a  te rrible  thing to be

"The  sha rk wouldn't be  conte nt with locking

shark's stomach!"
"You know wha t I mean a ll right. Life  can be

te rribly crue l. I hope  the  ra y s ta ys  the re  till a ll
danger is past."

We  wa tche d for a n hour or more ; the n with
scarcely a  movement of the  wings the  ray glided
back into deep wa te r and was los t to view.

"I'll be t tha t ray has lea rned its  le sson," Pe te r
re ma rke d. "It'll ke e p cle a r of sha rks  in future ."

"Ye s ,  P e te r; bu t you  no tic e d  it s ta ye d  in
sha llow wa te r only until the  imme dia te  da nge r
ha d pa sse d, the n it we nt ba ck into the  da nge r
zone  of the  de e p wa te r. It would ha ve  s ta rve d
to de a th if it ha d s ta ye d in sha llow wa te r. We
ca n le a rn a  le s s on from  na ture . You ca n run
a wa y a nd be  she lte re d from da nge r for a  brie f
pe riod ,  but not a ll the  tim e .  S oone r or la te r
you ha ve  to go ba ck into the  da ily fight with
the  world .  You  a re  a fra id  you  will no t ha ve
s trength enough to keep away from tempta tion
a nd you a re  right. But God doe s  not e xpe ct us
to survive  by our own strength. Go back, Pe te r,
to  the  world  you  le ft; pu t your fa ith  in  G od

go under. Now, what about it?"
"Eve ryone  will be  a ga ins t me , a fte r wha t's

happened."
"No, the y won't. You'll find ple nty of frie nds

to he lp you. In a ny ca se , if you ha ve  God with
you the re  is  no ne e d to fe a r a nything. S t. P a ul
te lls  us  in the  10th cha pte r of the  firs t le tte r to
the  Corinthia ns : "God is  fa ithful, who will not
s uffe r you to  be  te m pte d  a bove  tha t ye  a re
a ble ; but will with the  te mpta tion a lso ma ke  a
way of e scape , tha t ye  may be  able  to bea r it."

S ALE  O F  W O RK: The  25 th  Ann ive rs a ry
Rally and Sale of Work was held on 27th October
in showery wea ther; however, the re  was a  good
crowd and the  day was an outstanding success.
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At the  P ublic  Me e ting the  Bible  Re a ding a nd
P ra ye r wa s  ta ke n  by the  Re v .  Da v id  Toro ,
Minis te r in  Cha rge  of the  Ba ptis t Church  a t
Kellyville . The  children, who sang severa l num-
ibe rs ,  ha d  be e n  pre pa re d  by Mrs .  Ma rga re t
Langford -Smith; they were  accompanied by Mr.
Ken Hodkin on the  accordion and by Mrs . Mar-
gare t Langford -Smith and Miss Sue  Coward on
the guitars. These numbers came over the public
address system very well.

Following is  a  lis t of the  S ta ll takings:

Boa t Rides
Children's
Fa ncy Work &

Baby Wear
Jams  & Pickles
Jumble
P a ulia n
P la in Work
Pony Ride s
Refreshments
S oft Drinks  &

Ice  cre a m
Sweets
White  Elephant
Books
Chris tmas  Cards

(P rofit)

11.13 Frie nds  of
217.10 Ma re Ila 189.99

Jewellery 131.99
124.90 Parkfie ld 430.63

39.81 Pies 119.80
651.00 Plants 79.53
23.64 Produce 483.21

126.00 Second Hand
5.40 Toys 43.16

161.75 Stamps 74.06
Vandykes 232.29

136.66 Youth
53.56 Fe llows hip 551.73

162.64 Blue  Mts .
60.37 Auxilia ry 150.00

Dona tions  by
17.65 Ma il 199.53

Dona tions 942.14

This  gives  a  tota l of $5419.67 le ss  expenses
of $673.24, which leaves a net profit of $4746.43.
This  is  $144.48 be tte r than the  May 1973 S a le ,
which was a  record, so this  is  an a ll-time  record
for a ny S a le  we  ha ve  e ve r he ld. In vie w of the
showe ry we a the r, this  is  mos t re ma rka ble  a nd
we have much cause to praise  God for His good-
ness. Owing to rising prices and the cost of living
our Gene ra l Fund was  sadly deple ted, and this
will be a great help to us.

Messrs . Ken Nash and Ivan Hinton were  able
to put more  corruga te d iron to the  tops  of the
s ta lls  and this  was  a  grea t improvement on the
ca lico flys  use d pre vious ly. Mr. Na sh a lso ha d
the  ve ge ta ble  ga rde n a nd the  grounds  looking
ve ry we ll; ma ny of our own grown ve ge ta ble s
were sold on the Produce Stall.

It wa s  p le a s ing  to  s e e  s e ve ra l o f ou r o ld
children were able to return for the Sale. Amongst
them were  Christine  and Sharon and David.

FARM WORK: We  ha d a  s ple ndid crop of
oa ts  this  ye a r a nd we  we re  looking forwa rd to
having sufficient hay to see  us through next win-
te r; the n ca m e  the  ra in, da y a fte r da y, we e k
a fte r week. The  oa ts  was  a ffected by le a f rus t,
which seriously reduced its  va lue . We could not
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cut it whe n it wa s  quite  re a dy be ca us e  of the
rush of preparing for the  Sale  of Work; and when
we did cut it a fte r the  Sale  we had further heavy
ra in whe n a tte m pting to cure  it.  It wa s  a  dis -
appointment, but othe r fa rmers , who depended
on the ir crops  for a  living, suffe re d worse  tha n
we did.

CHRIS TMAS CARDS : All t h e coloured
Chris tma s  ca rds  ha ve  be e n sold; howe ve r, we
ha ve  ple nty of bla ck a nd white  ca rds  de picting
one  of our boys, George , which a re  ava ilable  in
s ize  6" x 4" on a rt pa pe r a t 7 ce nts  e a ch, with
envelopes, plus postage , or one  dozen for $1.00
(postage paid).

CHILDREN'S  HOLIDAYS : The  childre n will
be  going a wa y for the ir holida ys , a s  in othe r
ye a rs , s ta ying in the  home s  of va rious  frie nds .
The  holida ys  com m e nce  on Boxing Da y a nd
la s t for thre e  we e ks  a nd thre e  da ys . This  ye a r
we have  a  lot of children to place . We have  had
a  numbe r of offe rs  to ta ke  childre n but a s  this
goes  to the  printe r the re  a re  s till some  children
unplaced. We do not want any child to miss  out
on a  holida y a nd s o we  would be  gra te ful to
he a r from  othe r frie nds  who would be  willing
to take  an Aborigina l child for this  period. Some
frie nds  a re  a fra id tha t the y could not a rra nge
m a ny outings  or s uch e nte rta inm e nt for the
childre n; but jus t to be  in a nothe r home  a nd to
be  on the ir own ins tead of be ing one  of twenty-
e ight others  is  a  change  in itse lf.

THE  DAR K C HILDR E N: Th e  c h ild re n  a t
Ma re lla  a ll re ce ive  pocke t mone y a ccording to
a ge , a nd the  High S chool childre n a re  give n a
ge ne rous  a m ount of pocke t m one y from  the
G ove rnm e nt.  W e  ha ve  a  little  s hop  on  the
Miss ion Fa rm a nd the  childre n a re  a ble  to buy
soft drinks, ice cream, sweets, etc., when the shop
is  ope ne d to the m, usua lly once  a  we e k. The y
are  gradually learning the  value  of money but as
ye t they have  little  idea  of it. One  boy of seven-
te e n wa nte d to buy a  Holde n m otor ca r! But
some of the  olde r ones do save  up the ir money
and buy quite  expensive  items such a s  guita rs ,
sma ll ra dio se ts  a nd othe r a rticle s . (The se  a re
those who receive extra money from the Govern-
ment.)

But in the ir ordina ry purchases  they a re  ve ry
like  sheep. One  child, for instance , might spend
a  long time  ma king up his  mind be fore  fina lly
s e ttling on the  purcha s e  of a  lime  s oft drink.
Then one by one the  other children spend a  long
time making up their minds and finally decide  on

particular item.


