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EVEN YOU COULD CHANGE

What do you think? A man had two sons; and
he went to the first and said, Son, go and work
in the vineyard today. And he answered, | will
not; but afterword he repented and went.
Matthew 21 : 28, 29

The first time YoshimasaNak,,awa and
Roland Fisher met, the one was a warrant of
ficer in the Japaneseair force, the other a
captain flying a B-24 Liberator bomberfor
the United Statesin the South Pacific. Pull
ing out ofa bombrun over a Japanese held
airport in the Philippineson September5,

J 944,Capt. Fisher spottedNakagawa'stwin
enginedGekko fighter coming at him with
machineguns blazing.

But before the B-24 could be shot down, the
Gekko$ guns jammed.The 20-year-oldwvar
rant officer, full of the brave spirit of Japan's
,varriors, barked to his navigator that he would
ram his enemy instead. Swinging over Fisher's
bomber,Nakagawa came in from its tail and
delibe:atelyflew his airplaneinto the slower
moving Liberator. For a few moments the two

astonishedhat just a quartercenturybefore
they had tried to kill each other.

Peoplegp changedon't they? They really
do. Even fierce enemies can become friends.

There are any number of war stories that il
lustrate justow true this iffor some who
still remember how we talked about one another
and how we acted toward one another during
the seond World War, it seems ratinange
so°:etimedo seeformer enemiesxonducting
busme toge'her, and exhibiting mutual respect
and fnendshlp. But human beings are capable
of unexpected adjustments.

You know, even you could chamgeeven
you. Who knows what big changes could come
mto your lifduring the next years? Why you
know, you might even become a Christian. DO
| shock youDoes that sounds if it is the
meg -idirulous idea imaginable? Before you dis
miss 1t, let me tell you another war story that
showshow at least one man who hated Chris
tianity became a Christialt's about another
Japaneg pilot, if you don't mind too much.

His namf': CommanderMitsuo Fuchida.

ai:-c.raft flew on as one, caught in a grotesqufCommanderfuchida led 360 plianes in the

embrace.Then they hroke apart, and both
went spinningto the sea .1000feet below.

attack on Pearl Harbor, December7, 1941.
Though all the rest of the 70 officers who led

Amazingly, both pilots ,vere able to regain conthat.3tack died during the w&mmander

trol of their aj
home again.
other.

Several years latéisherread Nakagawa's
report of their collisionin a book abouthf'

lanes and hring them hack

for a
war confirmed the commander in his hatred of

Fuchldasurvived.The day beforethe atom

Each thought he had destroved thsomb was droppedon Hiroshimawhere Fu

chida was stationetle was calledto Tokyo
rence. The awful experiences of the

brave exploits of kamikaze pilots. The two m<'nChristianity.But he became Ghristian soon .
beo-an to correspond and finally became friends. after the war through a remarkablf' set of cir

Aaer many years, they visitf'd one arnother

Japan. As they were about to leave each other.

they stoodfor a final picture, and both were
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cumstances. Today he is active in the work of
Jesus Christ.

Yes, even you could become a Christian. And
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| say this no matter how much you despise tian faith that suggest that some of the people

Christianity nowlt may be that you have seen who are on the inside of it are not actually in

movies that have ridiculed the Christian faith. it at allJesus gave this impression rather often

Or it may be that you have deliberately rejected during the course of His ministry. Here's a

the Christian faith. You know something about story He told near the end of it, just before He

it. Maybe you studied it in college and you have was to be crucified. It's found in Matthew 21:

dismissedt from your mind as something un 28932. This is what it says:

worthy of your attention. You are ¢otight "Now, \-vhat do you think? There was a man

ened by science to be impressed by some of the who had two sons. He went to theolder one

incredible things you have heard associated with and said, 'Son go work in the vineyard today.'

the Christian faith. Or maybe you are just an 'l don't want to,' he answered,but later he

agnostic. That is, youdon't think people can changedhis mind and went to the vineyard.

know very much for sure. So long as a person Then the father went to the other son and said.

is sincere, that's about all one can expect. the same thing. 'Yes, sir,’ he answered, but he
And then, too, you might believe in another did not go. Which one of the two did what his

religion. There are fads in religion, just as in father wanted?" "The older one," they an |

everything else, and you might be following one swered. "And | tell you this," Jesus said to

of them .. . one that shockgour parents, to them. "The tax collectorsand the prostitutes

be truthful, but it's ratheopular these days. are going into the Kingdom of God ahead of

And the fact that it shocks them is kind of a you. ForJohn the Baptist came to you showing

bonus that goeslong with it. : you the right path to take, and you would not
So there are all kinds of reasonswhy you believe him: but the tax collectorsand the

might be laughing right now when | talk with prostitutesbelievedhim. Even when you saw

you about the fact that you just might change this you did not changeyour minds later on
and become a real Christian one of these days. and believe him.

But it could happen. People do changarrant Now, that's really a. simple story, isn't it?
Officer Nakagawa and Captain Fisher never But it's enough to shake a person up. Maybe
thought they would be friends the first time you have some very serious objections with re
they met and tried to kill esidter. But they spectto the religious establishment. . the

are friends today. And Commander Fuchida Christian establishment. When $peakof the
never thought he would becomea Christian. Christian establishment, mean ministers and

But that's what he is today. That's why | say evangelists and radio preachers and elders and
there's at least an outside chance that even you deaconsand Sunday school teachersand the

could become a Christian. people who go to churehery Sunday and sit
But the real reason | say this is that there so piously within the congregatlerhaps you

are things about the Christian faith itself that  have concluded,as most everybodyhas. that

suggest that oftgmeopleon the outsideof it Christians in general arg, dcrites.

are a lot closer to itthan they think. And | Well, if that is your evaluation,this little

might ad<that thereare things about the Chris- story Jesus told is just one of the mdertgld
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and one of the many things He said that indi
cates that Jesus was entirely a\\"are of this prob
lem. Hypocrisy is the major problem of Chris
tianity. If that is what you think. you are one
hundred per cent rig-ht.

And so the story Jesus told about the
two boys is a pretty scary story for anyone who

is @ member of the church or who perhaps has

a special responsibility itn Such people can
neverforgetthe boy who said to his father,
"Yes, | will go," but he didn'go. And you
know, that's the way it can easily hecome among
Christians.They spenda good deal of time
goingto church,and theyexpresgheir piety

But if Jesus' words make people who are al
ready in the Christian movement feel uneasy,
they also should make those outside of it some
what uneasytoo. For with this carefullge
signed story, Jesus indicates that even though a
personmay feel very securein his rejection
of Christianity, he might change. Jesus' words
destroy- the smugness of believers, but they de
stroy the smugness of unbelievers, too. To show
how strangelythe Christian movementad
vances, Jesus declared that tax collectors and
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before
the dyed-in-the-wool, regular members of the re
ligious establishment.

in many ways, but they say yPs, and they don't Now, we don't alwavs like tax collectors now

do. Thev talk a lot, bubey don't do a lot.
Their religion can easily become the kind of re
ligion Jesus hatedle hated that kind of re
ligion so much He never missed an opportuni
tv to unmask it for what it is andedlare

that people who had that kind of religion w?re
on their way to hell.

So if you knov,; any people who are Chri§
tians now and they are smug and self-confident,
thenyou might as well know that they are not
real Christiansevenif they carry the name.

Real Christians \\-ho read the Bible are fright
ened by it. They are humbled by it. They are
people who know they are sinners and only a
great work of God will save them. They read
the storyJesus told-the story we just read
together-and they shudder. And they pray all
the time,'O Lord, don't let me be like that
second son. | am in such danger of becoming
like him. |1 go to church so much and | am con
sidered a religious man. But | don't always do
the will of God0 God, plea®e don't let me
he like the second son, who said, Yed, Lord,
will do your work, but he never did it."
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adays either, but our -feeling is nothiny like
was in Jesus' day. We don't like tax collectors,
just as we don't like dentistésn't that we

don't like tax collectors as persons, it's just that
we don't like thdisagreeablpb they must
perform.But in thosedays thetax collectors

were a despised class who were hated not only
for their work, but they were hated personally
because in their work they supposedly betrayed
their nation. And of courseprostitutesthe
members of the oldest profession, were despised
then as they are now. These people were the
loweston the scaleof societyso far as the

smug memberof the religiousestablishment

were concerned. But Jesus said that they went
into the kingdom of God first.

| don't want to imply that just because you
are not a Christian now, | consider you like the
tax collectorsand prostitutesof Jesus' day,
though you may well be part of a way of life
that you are ashamed of yourself. | only bring
this up to show Jesus' point of view. Jesus did
not look atexternalsWhen He looks at our
world, at our country, at our community, He
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does not just check off who is a church member
and who is not. He is not interested in formal
membership in His church. There is only one
event that makesmaan aChristian.And it
could happenn your life just as wellas in
anyone's lifelt might even happerto some
who are already mersbef churches. Do you
kno-.v what this essential event is? Let me tell
\'OU.

It is repentance. Repentaniethe key word.

Jesus said, "A man had two sons;and he
went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work
in the vineyardtoday.'And he answered,|
will not;' but afterward he repented and went."
The important word in thesentences e
pe.nted.You've heard of repentancehaven't
you?

Now, this repentance, or change of mind, is
not just the easy mind changing people do these
days. We are easily influenced these days, fand
adveritisers make the most of this. At one time
fashion may dictate that skirts be one length, at
anothertime, another lengthAt onetimea
man may be happy with his wife, but later he
may change his mind and decide that he would
be happierwith somebodlse.

So people keep changing their minds,. for the
most trivial of reasoasd occasionally, as in
the case of men and their wives, with great per
versity. When the Bible talks about mind
changing,it isn't talking about the fact that
people can easily swing from one extreme to the
other.

What Jesus means by repentance is clear from
His story, for in ife tt>Id of the preaching
work of John the Baptist who came preaching
the judm ent of God and the corning of the
kingdomAs soon as Jesus talked about the two
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sons,and as soon as He madeHis startling
statementabout the way tax collectorsand
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before
the members of the religious establishment, He
reminded His listeners how tax collectors and
prostitutes had believed the preashijodn

the Baptistand they had repentedMany of

them had changed their lives remarkably. One
of the tax collectors had become Jesus' disciple.
the very Matthew who recordedjesus' storv

about the t,vo sons. And Mary Magdalene, also
a followerof Jesus,wasa rept>ntarand re

formed prostitute.

You see, repentance is the key to the Chris
tian faith. People cannot becomeChristians
without it. Throughout the Gospels this was the
great cry raised over human life, "Repent, for
the kingdom of heavenis at hand." When
Jesus told this story He wasn't trying to be ex
ceptionally dramatiand ruffle these people's
feathersand hurt their feelings.He wasjust
nailing down that central Biblical message that
repentance is essential. It is necessary whether
or not aperson is inside or outside the Christian
movement right now.

It is very well possible that a person just goes
along year after year within a Christian church.
and he has never felt the jolting, lifr-shattering
power of the Word of God break him to pieces.
This is what repentance is, you see. It happem
when the full power of the Word of God pene
trates people's lives and they suddenly see that
thcv are dead men because of their sins which
cor;-upt and mar their lives. And when they see
this, they go to the cross where Jesus died and
they plead that He will cover them with His
blood and righteousness.

You know there is a widc's@feedad) thes('
days that things have gone terribly wrong. Thene




is a lot of breast beating and bewailing the fear
some quality of our times. But that isn't what
God wants. He doesn't just want to have people
feel that somethingis dreadfully amiss. He
wants people to come and cry out, "O God, be
mercifulto me, a sinner." This has to happen to
everybody. If you are in the church right now,
but you've never said ityou've never feltt,
you've never confessedyour sin and repented

and turned to Jesus alone, then, I'm sorry, but
you are still in very deep trouble.

And if you are outside the church and you
have nothing to do with organized religion, the
same is true for you. Jesus did not say that the
tax collectors and prostitutes would go into the
kingdom becausethey were tax collectors and
prostitutesBut they would go in because they
believed the message of the Bible and they re
pented. Don't think that Jesus likes the de
spised classes of people better than He likes re
spectable people. Not at all. He has a place for
only one kind of people in His kingdom. Only
one kind. That is rPpentant sinners. Repentance
is the key.

Maybe you are not impressedwith many
things that are associated with the practice of
Christianity.Well, I'll tell you ... God isnot
impressed-with many of the things that are done
in the name of Christianity, eith@nd is im
pressed with only one thingpentance.

You must repentYes, even youNo matter
who you are or who you thinkou are. You
must repent of your sins and come to Jesus
Christ. If you do that, you will be receivf@®d
into the kingdom of God.
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PRAYER

O Lord, help thoseof us who are in the
church and who hear the Bible preached to be
trul-yrepentant people. Help Y80fsqpur
selves t,o the full impact of the Scripture s mes
sage so thatour smugness wille destroyed.
Pl®a:e don't let us be like that son who kept say
ing, "Yes," to God, but hépever did what
he .1aid he would.

And help those of us athe not related to
the Christianfaith at all rzght now to see the
basic issudJse this messadk,God, to turn
such people awdyom their smugnessiake
them humble bef,ore the cross of Calvary.

We confess our sth.God, ke mey upon
us. Receiveus as repentantsinnersinto the
eternal kingdom. For Jesus' sake, Amen.

Prepared for broadcastby Dr. Joel Nederhood,
Radio Ministc.-r, Christian Reformed Church.
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Listen to the BACK TO GOD HOUR, broadcast
every Sunday, from the following stations:-

2KY Sydney 8.30 p.m.
2BH Broken Hill (Monday).30 p.m.
2MG Mudgee 6.30 p.m.
3CS Colac 7.30 p.m.
3SR Shepparton 8.00 p.m.
3UL Warragul 7.00 p.m.
3YB Warrnambool 8.00 p.m.
4KQ Brisbane 8.30 p.m.
4WK Warwick 8.00 p.m.
6BY Bridgetown 9.00 p.m.
6Cl Collie 7.30 p.rn.
6MD Meredin 9.00 p.m.
6TZ Bunbury 7.30 p.m.
6WB Katanning 9.00 p.m.
7AD Devonport 12.45 p.m.
THT Hobart 7.30 a.m.
7LA Launceston 7.45 p.m.
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador)

Sydney (1020 KC) 5.30 p.m.

NEW ZEALAND
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador) 7.30 p.m.

MANILA

DZAS (Shortwave 25.32) 9.30 p.m.
New Zealand Time

The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Back to God Hour, which is broadca&stery Sundayn
co-operationwith the Christian Reformed Churchesof

America, 'in QueenslandNew South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmaniaand Western Australia, and by shortwave
throughout the world.

P.0.BOX47 P.0. BOX 14084
Panmure
GEELONG, VIC. 3220. AUCKLAND, N.Z.
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