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"FEED MY LAMBS"
By courtesy of The Sun.

NOTHING TO GIVE: FROM THE SKY PILOT'S LOG 201 BROADCAST
J a m e s  wa s  a n Englis hm a n, a nd ca m e  from

a n  o ld  fa m ily tha t ha d  tra ve lle d  with  Willia m
the  Conque ror _ _ _ or, a t le a s t, tha t's  wha t he
told us . S tra nge ly e nough, the re  a re  so ma ny
m e n  a bou t whos e  a nc e s to rs  c a m e  ove r with
Willia m  tha t one  wonde rs  if he  ha d a  boa t the

s ize  of the  Que e n Ma ry. Anyhow, P a lm e r a nd
I we re  re spe ctfully s ile nt, though Ge orge  wa sn't
impressed.

"Did  yo u  s a y Willia m  th e  C o n q u e ro r? " h e
asked. "Ye s , I th o u g h t th a t's  wh a t yo u  s a id .
We ll, I've  ne ve r he a rd  o f h im . It m us t ha ve
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be e n a fore  m y tim e . He  ne ve r la nde d  in
Darwin, as  fa r as  I know."

"Bahl" James  snorted. "Ignorant s tockman!
You know, I detest this  country, positively detest
it. I ha ve n't me t a  ge ntle ma n s ince  I a rrive d,
not one . And the  natives ! pooh! nothing but
naked savages, lower than animals ."

"S ome  anima ls  a in't tha t low," George  put
in, "not whe n you compa re  the m with s ome
of the  men tha t s eem to ge t about these  days .
And as  fur as  the  blacks  are  concerned, I don't
mind s a yin' tha t I've  le a rne d a  lot from the m,
and I've a lot of respect for a good blackfellow."

"So you've  learned what you know from the
blacks , have  you?" J ames  s a id, s a rcas tica lly.
"Well, I'm not a t a ll surprised; not in the  leas t."

"Hold on a  minute , J a me s ," P a lme r inte r-
jected, "you're  ta lking through your ha t. When
I firs t ca m e  to this  country I thought a s  you

des pis ed the  na tive s  and thought it would be
a  good thing if the y die d out. I've  lea rned a
lo t s ince  the n; a nd q uite  a  lo t of wha t I've
learned is  from the  blacks ."

"Nonsense! The re 's  nothing  worth le a rn-
ing from the  blacks ."

"You're wrong there," said George. "A man
can learn quite a lot from the blacks, and, what's
more, there 's  many a  white  man in this  country
who owes  his  life  to the  natives . The y're  kind
and generous , and they'ud share  anything they
ha ve  with you, from a  goa nna  to a  fa vourite
wife."

"How loathsome!" James exclaimed. "If any-
thing, I pre fe r the  goanna ."

"Tha t would be  a bout your le ve l," Ge orge
a s s e rte d. "Le t me  te ll you ...."

Palmer inte rrupted him. "Don't say it,
George. I know what you are thinking, but don't
say it; not on the  Miss ion, anyhow."

And there  the  matte r res ted for a  time.
J a me s  fa ncie d hims e lf a s  a  s a ilor, a nd he

yachting. He hinted at a  private yacht he owned
in England, and we a lmos t be lieved him. Any-
how, he borrowed the Miss ion dinghy and took
P a lme r for a  s a iling  trip . We  were  nea r the
coa s t a t the  time , working on the  s a lt pa ns ,
and a ll would have  been well had James  kept
to the  rive r. However, he  decided to take  the
dinghy out to sea, and the result was  they were
caught in a  sudden squall and driven far away
from land. It is  a  wonde r the  dinghy live d
in s uch a  s e a , but J a m e s  did know quite  a
lot a bout boa ts , a nd he  m a na ge d to ke e p  it
a floa t, and fina lly beached it on Maria  Is land.
He was  rather proud of his  feat, and le t Palmer
know a ll a bout it.

"Nas ty s qua ll, tha t," he  s a id. "If I ha dn 't
been an experienced yachtsman we would have
been drowned. You are  fortunate ."

"Did you say fortunate?" Palmer wailed. "I
like  tha t! Firs t, you ne a rly kill me  with s e a
s ickne s s , a nd the n you la nd me  on a  de s e rt
is la nd, whe re  we 'll s ta rve  to de a th or die  of
thirs t, or both."

"We'll have  to s ignal the  firs t pass ing boat,"
James  sa id, "and they'll take  us  off. There 's  no
need to panic."

"The  firs t pas s ing boa t? Did you s a y the
firs t boa t? Good heavens! don 't you know
we 're  in the  Gulf of Ca rpe nta ria , right out of
the track of boats? If Smithy doesn't come out
looking for us , we  might be  here  for years  and

"We  might rig up a  s a il. It is  a  pity the  s a il
got torn to pieces  in tha t s qua ll. Or we  could
row to la nd."

"Wha t would we  ma ke  a  s a il of? Besides,
we  ha ve n't a ny oa rs  now, a nd if we  trie d to
ma ke  the m, how would we  ma na ge  without
even a pocket knife between us!"

"Good gracious! I had no idea the place was
so isolated. We 'd be tte r find wa te r. My lip s
a re  cra cking in this  he a t."

"I'll s a y we  ha d. Thre e  da ys  without wa te r
is  the  a bs olute  limit in this  country, a nd a  lot
of men go mad in les s  than three  days . Come
on, le t's  hike ."

The  me n wa lke d a cros s  the  is la nd. They
found the  remains  of a  billabong in the  centre ,
but the re  wa s  not a  drop  of wa te r, a nd the
bottom was caked and criss-crossed with gaping
cracks. By nightfa ll the y we re  in a  ba d wa y.
The y ha d wa lke d till the ir clothe s  we re  torn
to shreds  in the thick scrub, their tongues  were
bla ck a nd s wolle n, a nd it wa s  with difficulty
they kept their cracked a nd b lis te re d lips
together.

The y s le pt little  tha t night, a nd a t da ylight
were again on their feet, s taggering along in the
va in s ea rch for wa te r. The y notice d, a bout
11 o'clock, a  smoke in the  trees , and made to-
wa rds  it. P a lme r a lone  re a che d the  s moke ,
James dropped out by the way. It was  a  camp
fire  made by two blacks , who had come to the
is la nd for fis hing a nd to ca tch turtle s . The
blacks  gave  Palmer water, propped him in the
shade, and went back for James . The y lifte d
him gently and carried him to the  camp, where
they bathed his  face  and wris ts  with water and
ga ve  him a  little  a t a  time  to drink.

Whe n the  m e n fe ll in to  a  s le e p  of u tte r
exhaustion, the blacks  watched over them, and
when they awoke fed them on oys ters , fish and
cooke d lily roots . One  of the  bla cks  s poke
Englis h, a nd P a lm e r trie d to tha nk him .

"I say, you fellows," he said, "what I mean to
s ay .... we ll, you s aved our live s , and I'm te r-
ribly grateful. Of course, that's  the wrong word.

know what I mean."
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"Poor fe llow white  ma n," s a id the  bla ck, "him
a ll a  -same  piccaninny longa  bush. You two -fe lla
c los e  up  fin is h  tha t tim e ."

"Ye s ,  it wa s  c lo s e  u p ,  a ll r ig h t," P a lm e r
agreed. "We ll, we  a ppre c ia te  wha t you  ha ve

fa rm  o r th e  Mis s io n , yo u  c a n  c a ll in ,  a n d  I' ll
s e e  you're  prope rly re wa rde d."

nothing. P le nty wa te r a nd tucke r longa  bus h.
Bla ckfe lla  a lwa ys  s ha re  e ve rything. You  fe e l
good now?  By a nd by m e  ta ke  you longa  m a in-
la nd in ca noe ."

"Oh, we 're  fine  now, tha nks ," s a id  P a lm e r.

wha t we  wa nt. Yo u ' r e  a  Br ito n  . . . .  wh a t  I

word you'll unde rs ta nd? You prope rly good-
fe llow b la ckfe llow, no  m ore  little  b it."

J ames sa id nothing.
La te r on  P a lm e r d is cus s e d  the  m a tte r with

J a m e s ,  a fte r s a yin g  wh a t h e  th o u g h t a b o u t
ya chts m e n in ge ne ra l, a nd J a m e s  in pa rticula r.

"Tha t's  the  la s t tim e ," he  s a id  with  fe e ling ,
"tha t you 'll e ve r kid  m e  out to  s e a  in  a  dinghy.
We  ne a rly pe ris he d. The  only thing tha t s a ve d
us  wa s  finding those  bla cks . Wh a t wa s  it yo u
ca lled them? Naked savages, lower than animals!
Yo u  s a id  we  c o u ld  le a rn  n o th in g  fro m  th e m
a nd the y ha d nothing to  give . We ll, the y ga ve
us  wha t the y ha d , a nd  it m e a n t life  to  u s . I
wouldn 't ca ll tha t nothing."

"It m e a n t n o th in g  to  th e m ," J a m e s  s a id
crossly. "The y ha d ple nty a nd wouldn 't m is s  a
little  wa te r a nd food. Ye s , the y we re  us e ful, I
s uppos e , in the ir right pla ce . But s o  is  a  good

And the  fina l e ntry in  to  -da y's  Log is  ta ke n
from  the  25th cha pte r of Ma tthe w: "The n s ha ll
the  King sa y unto the m on his  right ha nd, Come ,
ye  b le s s e d  of m y Fa the r, inhe rit the  kingdom
p re p a re d  fo r yo u  fro m  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e
world : fo r I wa s  a n  hungre d , a nd  ye  ga ve  m e
m e a t; I wa s  th irs ty a n d  ye  g a ve  m e  d rin k; I
wa s  a  s tra nge r a nd ye  took m e  in : na ke d a nd
ye  c lo the d  m e : I wa s  s ick a nd ye  vis ite d  m e : I
wa s  in  p ris on  a nd  ye  ca m e  un to  m e .... Ve rily
I s a y un to  you , Ina s m uc h  a s  ye  ha ve  done  it
unto  one  of the  le a s t of the s e  m y bre thre n, ye
ha ve  done  it unto m e ."

MIS S  HE NNIE  VAN R O E KE L: Fo r th e
pa s t five  m onths  He nnie  ha s  ta ke n  cha rge  of
a ll th e  o u ts id e  wo rk o n  th e  fa rm . Du rin g
tha t tim e  s he  ha s  built up a  s ple ndid ve ge ta ble
ga rde n, a nd we  a re  us ing the  ve ge ta ble s  now.
The  poultry a nd  p ige ons  a nd  o the r pe ts  ha ve
ne ve r be fore  be e n s o  we ll looke d a fte r, a nd it
wa s  la rge ly owing  to  he r e ffo rts  tha t we  won
111 prize s  a t the  la s t N.S .W. P ige on S how, in-

c lud ing  the  trophy (fo r the  th ird  tim e ) fo r the
mos t succe ss ful e xhibitor.

He nnie  ha s  a nnounce d he r e nga ge m e nt to
Mr. J . S chre ude r, of The  Unive rs ity of N.S .W.,
a nd  the  we dd ing  ha s  be e n  s e t down fo r 14 th
October. We  wis h to congra tula te  the s e  young
pe ople , a nd we  wis h the m  God's  riche s t ble s s -
in g  in  th e ir  life  to  fo llo w. As  a ll He nn ie 's
re la tions  a re  in  Holla nd , the  we dding  is  be ing
a rra nge d  from  the  Mis s ion  Fa rm , a nd  the  re -
ce p tion  will be  he ld  he re , a fte r the  s e rvice  in
S t. P a ul's  Church of Engla nd, Ca s tle  Hill.

He n n ie  will b e  a  g re a t lo s s  to  th e  Mis s io n
Fa rm , a nd  we  know it will be  ve ry d ifficu lt in -
de e d to re pla ce  he r. During  the  tim e  s he  ha s
be e n he re  we  ha ve  a ll le a rne d to love  he r a nd
to a dmire  the  conscie ntious  wa y she  ha s  ca rrie d
out he r dutie s .

EAS TWOOD ME THO DIS T WO R KING
BE E : Me m be rs  o f the  Ea s twood  Me thod is t
Youth  Fe llows h ip  ha ve  unde rta ke n  to  s upp ly
the  ma te ria l a nd ca rry out the  work of re nova ting
the  firs t room  in the  ne w hut. A s ta rt wa s  m a de
this  m onth, a nd whe n the  work ha s  be e n com -
ple te d  it will be  a  gre a t a s s e t.

S TREET S TALL: A Street S ta ll was
he ld  th is  m onth  a t the  P a rra m a tta  Town Ha ll.
Toge the r with  priva te  s a le s , we  c le a re d a bout

by the s e  S ta lls . It is  a  gre a t he lp to the  Mis s ion,
a n d  we  a re  g ra te fu l to  th e  m e m b e rs  o f th e
Wom e n's  Auxilia ry who conduct the s e  S ta lls .

S P RING: With  th e  fru it tre e s  c o m in g  in to
bloom, we  a re  reminded tha t Spring is  approach-
ing. It ha s  be e n  a  long  Winte r, a nd  th is  ye a r
we  ha d 16 conse cutive  fros ts . During  the  co ld
m onths  o f the  ye a r it is  a lwa ys  m ore  d iffic u lt
to  ke e p the  da rk childre n  wa rm  a nd dry. We
will we lcome  the  S umme r months , whe n things
a re  m uc h  e a s ie r with  a  la rge  fa m ily o f s m a ll
childre n to ca re  for. We  ha d hope d to move  the
c h ild re n  in to  th e ir  n e w q u a rte rs  b e fo re  th e
e nd of the  Winte r; now it s e e m s  tha t this  m ove
will be  de la ye d for s om e  we e ks  while  volunta ry
wo rke rs  fin is h  th e  a lte ra tio n s  to  th e  h u t.

MIS S  R IT A F IS H E R : A dark g irl of
16 ha s  com e  to he lp us  for a  fe w we e ks  be fore
s he  goe s  into tra ining for he r future  work. S he
ha s  a lre a dy ta ke n he r pla ce  in  the  Hom e , a nd
is  proving a  gre a t he lp. We  hope  R ita  will be
h a p p y with  u s  a n d  th a t a ll o f u s  will b e n e fit
from he r s ta y. Rita  se e ms to be  a  popula r na me .
We  ha ve  a  sma ll girl na me d Rita  on the  Miss ion
Fa rm , a nd  s om e  tim e  a go  Rita  We nbe rg  wa s
h e lp in g  Is a b e lle  in  th e  Ho m e ; n o w we  h a ve
Rita  Fishe r te mpora rily on the  s ta ff.

CHURCH O F E N G L A N D BOYS '
S OCIETY: Bo th  E d d ie  a n d  R o n are mem-
bers of the C.E.B.S, a nd they enjoy the
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me e tings  ve ry much inde e d, re ce iving much
he lp from the  Chris tian tra ining. We are glad
tha t it ha s  be e n pos s ible  to a rra nge  for both
of the s e  boys  to a tte nd the  Ca mp which will
be  held (DV.) from September 29th to October
2nd. They a ttended the  Camp la s t yea r, and
ha d a  wonde rful time , though the y we re  too
excited to s leep much the  firs t night.

CHRIS TINE: The  ye a rs  pa s s  s o quickly
that it is  difficult to realise  that Chris tine  is  now

She was our
firs t dark baby, though we had older girls  before
she came. Since she was a baby, Chris tine has
been with us , and she  is  growing into a  sweet
and pre tty child. One  of the  difficulties  about
this  work is  that we cannot always  be sure how
long any of the  children will be  with us . Some,
of course, are permanent. Others  come for a
fe w we e ks  or a  fe w months , a nd the n re join
their parents . But if we  have  them here  even
for a  s hort time , it mus t be  remembered tha t
these are the impressionable years of their lives,
a nd  it is  s om e th ing  fo r the m to  b e  in  a
Chris tia n home  a nd to re ce ive  the  love  a nd
care  tha t Chris tians  can give  them. We trus t
tha t many of them will be  brought to a  know-
le dge  of Chris t a s  the ir S a viour during the ir
s tay with us .

MRS. WARWICK: Unfortunate ly, Mrs .
Wa rwick ha d  to  e n te r hos p ita l during  the
month for a  s light operation. She is  home again
now and progress ing satis factorily.

ASSIMILATION: The re  ha s  be e n a  good
deal of publicity about living conditions  at some
Aboriginal settlements, and both newspapers and
televis ion have featured this  matter. The re  is
no doubt tha t conditions  could be  improve d
cons iderably, but there  a re  many problems  to
be  ove rcome  which do not a lwa ys  a ppe a r in
articles  written about the  Aborigines . One of
the  greates t difficulties  is  to get the  Aborigines
to make some effort to help themselves. As men-
tioned in the Sky Pilot News previously, there are
many Aborigines  who have made good and are
living  quie tly a m ongs t white  pe op le  in  the
community. But the y a re  not "ne ws ".

There are some Aborigines who want houses
and think the Government should supply them;
but they want the  houses  rent free , even when
they are earning good money. To have everything
give n to the m  without a ny re s pons ib ility on
the ir beha lf would not rea lly be  he lping thes e
people. In  the  ou tb a c k,  one  o f the  m os t
exaspera ting experiences  that one  could meet
with is  trying to ge t a  camel out of a  bog. The
animal refuses  to co-opera te  a t a ll; it is  a lmos t
a s  if he  wis he d to s ink s till furthe r into the
bog. Whe n a  little  e ffort on its  pa rt would

s olve  the  proble m, the  ca me l s imply re fus e s
to make tha t e ffort. About the  only thing one
ca n do is  to  ha ul it bodily from  the  bog , in
s pite  of its e lf. And when rescued, ins tead of
being grateful, it seems to be resentful.

If the  m one y wa s  a va ila b le  (which  it is
not) in s ufficie nt qua ntitie s  to provide  e ve ry
Aborigina l family in N.S .W. with a  new house ,
tha t would be  only the  beginning of the  prob-
lem. The  next s tep would be  to mainta in those
houses  in reasonable condition. Not a ll Abor-
igine s  ha ve  a dva nce d s ufficie ntly to ta ke  a n
interes t and pride  in their houses . Perhaps not
ma ny of the m would te a r up the  floor boa rds
to keep the fire going, though this has happened,
but the re  a re  some who would do little , if any-
thing, to keep the  hous e  in repa ir. If it  is  a
house owned by the Aborigines ' Welfare Board
there are some Aborigines who would consider it
a  "Government hous e", and it would be  mos t
difficult to collect the rent that would be needed
to ke e p the  pla ce  in re pa ir. There seems to
be a deep-rooted conviction in some Aborigines
tha t the  Government should do everything for
the m a nd the y s hould do nothing in re turn.

If these Aborigines are really to be assimilated
they must learn that every citizen has  to accept
s ome  re s pons ibility in life , a nd until the y a re
willing  to do s o, or ca n be  ta ught to do s o,
they a re  not ready for a s s imila tion. Unfortu-
nately, it is  these backward Aborigines who hold
back many of the ir kins men who a re  anxious
to  g e t  o n  a n d  w illin g  to  h e lp themselves.
Government assis tance is  necessary, of course,
but it should be designed to train the Aborigines
to help themselves, rather than on a free "hand-
out" ba s is  tha t would te nd to produce  a  ra ce
of professional "cadgers".

CHRIS TMAS  P ARTIES : Last ye a r we
we re  ove rwhe lme d with pa rtie s  for the  da rk
children. We  do apprecia te  the  kindnes s  of
frie nds  in  th inking  of the  childre n , b ut too
many parties  are  not good for the children, and
this  year we will have to res trict these consider-
ably. It will not be  pos s ible  for the  childre n
to attend any more outside parties besides those
already arranged. As  fa r a s  p a rtie s  a t the
Miss ion Farm are  concerned, we would like  to
suggest that there are other more practical ways
in which the  children can be  he lped. We do
not need any more  toys  this  yea r, a s  we  have
ample  put as ide  now for the  children; but gifts
of fruit, groce rie s , bis cuits  or any othe r food-

fruit. If you a re  thinking of doing s ome thing
for the children this  Chris tmas, may we suggest
tha t you phone  the  Miss ion Farm (YA 2427) in
advance  and ta lk the  matte r over with us .
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