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With the State elections 
on Hay 1st the subject of State 
Aid to church schools is again , 
the subject of debate. You I 
will remember that some months 
ago the Premier decided to 
provide allowances for cecond- j 
ary school pupils attending 
non state scDools. The means 

1 
test ensured that the great 
majority of the pupils who 
benefited from this Government I 
hand-out were a ttending Roman 
Ca tholic schools. Last year I 
£115,000 wns paid and this 
year the Government is provid-
ing £650,000 by · way of this 
allowance. The obj octionable 
feature is the discrimination 
made. All parents who have 
children at secondGry school 
feel the pinch financially. 
iP'h.Y then should public funds 
be available only to those who 
a re attending non-stnte sch:lols? 
This one sidod action is 
undoubtedly State aid to church 
schools 9 though by a back door, 
for although it is pcid to 
pa rents the schools are able 
to raise their f ee s in accord­
ance vii th the amount of fillow-



"" nnce tho.t the pnrentb receive 
from the Government. 

Mr. Renshaw's action has 
never been put to the elector-

· g te, o.nd he h.'l.s not sought its 
E:ndorsement in his policy 
speech, but Mr. Askin has come 
out in his policy speech with 
n promise of direct Stnte nid 
t o church schools. This is a 
princi:PlB which must be resisted; 
as thore is no ond to the pro­
c os s once it iS' ndmi tted. It 
seeks to reverse the historical 
education policy of this State. 

Thoro are throe reasons 
for objection to direct State 
nid from tho point of view 
of our public education 
system. The first, of course, 
is the weakening of the .financ­
ial support for the public 
education system which must 
inevitably result from any 
worth-while subsidising from 
the public funds of a church 
educ~tional system. Secondly 
and more seriously from the 
point of view of the Christian 
character of our cornnunity is 
the fact that government fin-

o.ncinl suppor·t of o. church 
systeo will strengthen the 
ho.nd s of those who wish to de­
Christinnise the StQte educat­
i on system, fo~ they will use 
the nrgunent thnt since the 
Gover.rm.ent supports tv10 school 
systens those vvho want a 
Christian educntion should 
n ttend the church schools, 
while the Sto.te schools should 
exclude all Christianity frori · 
their curriculUL1. Since the 
gr en t bulk of the conrmni ty is 
likely t o continue to be edu­
cnted in the Sto.te systen any­
thing which will de-Christian­
ise thnt system is to be 
resisted. A policy Of direct 
State aid to G church system 
of educo..tion will undoubtedly · 
lend to dern::mds f or the elim­
ination of nny church influ­
ence in the Stnte systen. 

A third r eason for 
objecting t o Sta te aid whether 
direct or · indirect is the 
principle of fairness. It is 
not fair tho..t n najority in 
the connunity should be taxed 
twice over, once to support 
the State sys ten and secondly 
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t o support o.n educnti0n system 
tht'. t c.'."'.tors only for o. section 
of the connuni ty. It is sooe­
tines n.rgued in fo.vour of Sto.te 
o.id tho..t those who do not wish 
to support the Sto.te system 
ought not to have to pay for 
it; but this is not so. All 
citizens hnve n duty to suwort 
the St2te ond institutions s~t 
up by tho Sto.te. St. Pnul 
told tho Christians of Rome in 

cho.pter 13 of his Epistle to 
pny their te..xos although there 
were n o.ny c.spects of the Rooo.n 
govornmen t on which the tnxes 
were spent which Christio.ns 
could not support. But ns 
citizens they ho.d n duty to 
carry their fair share of the 
cost of g ovornncm.t. So too, 
in New South Wales c.11 ci ti­
zens hnve nn obligation to po..y 
for tho Govorru~ent and for the 
Goverru~ont's activities inclui­
ing Govornoont oduco.tion. No-

one hc.s a right to claim thn t 
he should contrc..ct out because 
he does not approve this policy 
or tho.~ or this type of school 
or thnt, so long ns it is run 
by the . Governnent in the none 
~J f nll. 1.7ho.t is unfnir is tint 

citizens should be called upon 
not only t o c ~ ntribute t o con­
nuni ty pr o j ec-cs such ns the 
Stnte schools but also to con­
tribute t o socti onnl projects 
as well in which they hc.ve no 
interest, no.nely church 
schools. 

Those sections of the 
c·onr:mnity thnt went sectional 
objectives should pny for then 
over nnd nbove the tnxos which 
they pny to further the cor.10on 
objectives. The nrgument 
therefore thnt those who don't 
use the Sto. te education sys tern 
hnve no obligntion to pny for 
it is quite vd thou t foundo. t­
i on. Every citizen must truce 
his shnre in Stc..te projects, 
whether he is n bachelor or n 
fru::iily wi th_•ut cl;lildren or n 
r.1omber of n d enor.1ination which 
does not allow his children to 
o.ttend State schools. 

There is no 
the present offer 
chm'ch schools_ is , 
of pressure by n 
the com:ouni ty on 
Pnrlianent. It is 

doubt thnt 
of nid . to 
the · result 
section of 
r:wnbers of 
not n hnppy 
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thing when 
le2.c~ ors give 
pressure. 
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wny 
" political 

t o such 

It nust be reooobered 
thnt one hundred years ago the 
whol.c educo..tion of the con11un­
i ty wGs in the hands of the 
Christian denaminations but it 
wO.:s docic1oc1 by nn overwhelning 
najority of the conrlunity thnt 
this W2.S not in the best 
interests of education for it 
resul tod as ;:iight be expected 
that in well populn ted arec..s 
there were redundnnt and c on­
peting schools, representing 
0,ll tho clenoninntions 9 while 
spnrsely populnted ·areas were 
ho.rdly c o. terecl f or at all. As 
02.rly a s 1836 Governor Burke 
h.ri.,c1 plo.nnecl to introduce n 

· no.tional school systeo in New 
South 1.loles. In his own words 
he ainocl to establish "schocils 
in which Christians of all 
creeds wore received, whore 
appr oved extracts of the 
Scripture aro read but no 
religious instruction is given 
by the rrn.ster or nistress, 
such being inparted one day in 
the week by rlinisters of the 

) 
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different religions 2.ttending 
the scho ol to ... instruct their 
respective flocks 11 • 

This is the scheno which 
is the basis of our present 
State educ~tional systen. It 
is interesting to note th~t 
•?hen the Governor first sug-

. g es ted it he was vmrnly sup-
ported by the Rcmnn Cathcilic 

Bishop of Sydney who said, 11 I 
con rendily conceive th2.t the 
convers2tion on religious 
subjects which will take place 
s onetirles even nnong boys will 
clear away rlCJnY of the prej­
udices which · nre heretofore 
deaned sacred ••• that it will 
not be easy to poison the 
friendships which have been 
f orrled at schoo l. True relig­
ion enshrouds not herself in 
prejudices". Thus the Ror.mn 
C~tho lic Archbishop of Sydney 
coonended n State school 
systen in which o.11 children 
were educated together 9 but in 
which fncilities were given to 
the churches for teaching 
special religious instruction 
to children of their own 
flocks. 
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' He sew such n single 
school systen ns o.n invQluc ble 
ueans of uni ting the com'luni ty 
and broo.king dovm the prejud­
ices which segregation leads 
to. However it was not till 
1880 that tho schone was mtro­
duced into New South Walos and 
by then tho Ronan Ca tholic 
church had chunged its ci.tti­
tudc fron ono of support t o 
ono of bitter opposition. 
This drc .. r:f'. tic chango was 

br::> ught ab out by o. decisi on of 
the Vo.ticnn which red inter­
vened betwoon tho tine of 
G'Jverno r Burke's pr op osal Clrld 
its incorporc.tion on to the 
Statute Book. Thus in 1864 
Pope Pius IX in his syllabus 
of errors c ondenned public 
scho ols o.nd r equired every 
Ronan C[',tholic purish to run 
i:ts own school. This decision 
has n ow beon incorporated in 
tho Ronon Cr.tholic canon law, 
co.non 1374 of which states 
"Co.tholic children shall n o t 
attend any schools which are 
open to C~tholics and non 
Co. tholic s". As a consequence 
of this overruling fr om Rome 
the nenbers of the . Ronan Qi. th-

olic church in Australia have 
n ow no poVJ er or nuthori ty to 
u s o their own judgnont and to 
decide for thenselvos what 
systen o f education is best in 
the interests of their own 
children or of Australian s oc­
iety in general. 

tn 1880 when our present 
Public Instruction Act was 
passed the protestant denonin­
utions had nunorous and excel­
lent parochial schools. How­
over 9 they loyally c o-operated 
with the new o.ct o.nd allowed 
these schools t o lapse, while 
their ministers entered the 
pµblic schools to give regular 
weekly religious instruction 
t o pupils o.ttending the Govern­
nent schools. But the Ronan 
Catholic church not only for­
bade its children to attend 
the public schools but for a 
long tiI'le refused to teach 
religion within them. At the 
sone tine it naintained and 
built up, o.t great personal 
sacrifice in sone cases, the 
Ronan Cntholic school systen 
in nccordrolce with the direct­
ions of the Vatican. As a 
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consequence there etrb ·now obny 
Roon.n Co.tholic schools in com­
pcti ti on -vvi th the public 
scho ols. It is sonetimes s:l.id· 
thnt if the Ronan Catholic 
schools closed down there wruld 
not be enough places in the 
public schools for the child­
ren. Of course this would be 
s o for C', while be.cause i twculd 
be foolish to build public 
schools with e;ppty places when 
the children are not permitted 
by the Vo.ticnn to attend. But 
if this policy were reversed 
it would not be long before 
the public school systen would 
be exp.:Jnded to i:1eet it mld it ·· 
would be c. tmch hc.ppier situ­
r~tion when all the children of 
the co1!luuni ty were educ8. ted 
together receiving their spec­
io.l religious instruction nt 
the h.'Ylds of their own CTin:isters 
in the school buildings itself. 

It is nu.ch to be hoped 
thnt our Roman Cntholic breth­
ren in New South Wo.les will 
find wo.ys of reverting to the 
enrlier policy of ·Bishop Fold­
ing and c..llow their children 
to o.ttond St2.te schools in 

which so 1210.ny oenbers of their 
communion are nlreRdy tenchers, 
Hhile n t the so.ne tioe trucing 
fU1l ndvo..ntnge of the provisions 
of the present Act v1hich allows 
children to be given special 
religious instruction in the 
tenets of their own denominat­
ion by the c..cc::cedi ted tco..chers 
of their comnunion. 

Already the various 
boards c.nd corm.i ttees which 
control curriculc..~ exonino.tions 
nnd teaching in Sto.te schools 
have serving on them official 
representnti ves of the Romon 
Catholic church. 

In some other respects 
the syllabus of Pius IX no 
longer represents the clinmte 
of opinion in the present day 
Ror::inn Cr'.tholic church, nnd it 
is ouch to be hoped thr1 .. t the 
requireoent of segregated 
schools will also be dropped. 

Meanwhile vrn must not 
deepen the division by o.llow­
ing the principle of direct 
State nid to rench the Statute 
Book, but we must nll use our 
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vote to stop it by ra:sing the 
matter vvi th candidates seek­
ing our vote. 

The permanent division 
of our school system is not 
in the interests of our com­
munity, nor does it conform 
to the present ecumenical 
spirit which is abroad. 
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