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We have been hearing recently in J:ustralia a
good deal about the omen's Liberation Movement
(Women's Lib. for short). Its leaders are directing—
attention to what they regard as the inequalities '
and injustices which out society inflicts on women,
If these statements are true, it is a matter which
directly concerns Christians, for Christians must
always be alert to any injustices and be active in
redressing them because God is eminently just and
righteous. All His dealings with us are on the
basis of what is right and just and fair and 4e

( requires that all our dealings with one another
should be on the same basis. Justioe, fairness
and righteousness is the only possible basis for
peaoe between nations or true relationships between
people. Christians must always be rixious to
forward justice and to redress injustice.

Christians are especially intei.ested in the
status of women in the oommunity because it is
the Christian religion whioh has done so mueh for
women. Jesus set the example; women shared His
friendship and accompanied Him on His preaching
journeys. Then the great apostle Paul taught very
clearly that there is to be no inequality between
men and women. In Gal. 3:28 he said that in Christ
there is no male nor female, but all are one; and
again in I Coro 11:11 he pointed out the exact
equality between the sexes. This was a great
change from what he had thought before he became
a Christian which may be illustrated from the
Jewish Prayer Book. 21g1it to modern times the
Jewish Prayer Book has a prayer for men to say "Lord
I thank you that you did not make me a woman".
(Vamen say "I thank you that you made me according
to your will"). This was the prayer Paul and all
the apostles would have prayed constantly before
they became followers of Jesus. You will see what
a profound change the Christian religion has
created in our sense of relationship between the
sexes. This change can be illustrated further by



looking around the modorn world to see how women
faro in non-Christian oountrios, o. g., in the Mohampa..
edan countries; or again, by reminding ourselves of
the servile state of womankind in tho ancient
European world of Grooce and aomo. In those cul-
tures they were never allowod to take any part in
society.

It is the Christian religion which has boon the
charter of womon's rights, because the Christian
religion teaches us to servo one another and not to
sook our own interests at other peoplo's expense
whether 'bossing' it over others or oven demanding
equality in a self-centred way. Jesus said "I am
among you as one that serves" and His life and
doath was on behalf of other people. It was in
terms of service that Ho saw Us crucifixion. "Tho
Son of man", Ee said, "cao not to .be served by
others but to sorvo thorn and to give His life a
ransom for many" (nark 10:45). This is the charac-
ter of God - "I am among you as one who servos" and
by the Holy Spirit's power wo Christians are able
to reflect tho same spirit.

The Women's Liberation 1.ovomont will never
suoceed in reaching its goals bocauso it ignores
reality, and in particular, it ignores the fact
that mankind is sinful. The problo to which
Women's Lib., addressos itself arises from a two-
fold fact. Firstly, non and women are sinful and
therefore solf-oontred and are not primarily inter-
ested in justice to other people so much as in for-
warding their own interests. The a000nd fact is
that the male son is stronger physically and por-
haps more self-sufficient emotionally. Being
physically stronger, and also selfish (as are all
men and women who are not under tho influence of
God's spirit) it follows naturally - and we soo this
in every non-Christian country - that women ore the
drudges. Physioal strength coupled with unrestrained
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self-oentrodnoss means that the woak got the row
deal. Womon's Lib. ignores thoso facts which con
only bo overcome by the Christian ideal of h..tmbly
serving one another. 7owever, Women's Lib.,
ignoring the fact of sin and selfishness and tho
need for the antidote of humility, proceeds on the
antithetical method of demanding things. Tho two
most oonspicuous of those demands are promiscuity
in sexy and abortion on domand. It i s absurd for
Women's Lib, to think that those two things are
going to advance oquality for woman. They have
both boon tried before: In the ancient Greek and
Roman world, from which our civilization stems,
promiscuity was an accepted thing, but it was the
women who suffered. So too the destruction of
infant human life, when it was regarded as an inoon-
vonionce, was widely oondoned. But this didn't -
elevate womon's status. On the contrary, mothors
had to destroy their infohts if their husband
didn't want to raiso the child, and it will be the
same with us, if we repeal the laws against abortion.
Women will have to destroy the lifo they are
carrying when their husbands require it, with all
the emotional trauma this moans for the mothor.

If the way chosen is by domandi:v; rights and
so on, then men will always ho out in front as
they have more muscle power behind thoir demands.
This has boon and is the case in overy non-Christian
society. But the Christian way is not be demanding
things for oursolvos, but by oonsidering one another
and serving one another. "I am among you as he

.that serves" said Jesus. This is God's charactor.
Promiscuity is not going to onhanoe the status of
women nor is abortion on demand. Those things will
depress the status of wives and mothors and provico
them with all sorts of mental an

Women's Lib. attacks Christianity, but it is
women who would be the chief sufferers were these



attacks to succeed in our society.

The leaders of this movement *are determined
that women should be equal with men in the possib-
ility of selfish liberty. To achieve this they
advocate the destruction of human life when it -
gets in the way of one's own convenience.' There is
all the difference in the world between deciding
not to start a numan life and the decision to destroy
it, which is abortion. This is a most serious de-
cision and should not be made exoept for the gravest
reasons. Women's Lib. will ultimately fail, though
it may do a great deal of damage to our Christian
society in the meanwhile, if it is not checked,
especially if it persuades people) to approve ab-
ortion on demand, that is, the lighthearted destruc-
tion of human life. Such an attitude will have a
most damaging effect on our personality and sooiety.

Women's Lib, ignores the foots of sinfulness
on the one hand, which needs not slogans but the
Gospel to cure, and it ignores on the other hand
the differences which make the sexes complomentar
Certainly mom and women are equal, but they are not
the same in physical build or indeed in psycholog-
Joel response nor perhaps oven in styles of mental
thought. The mistakes of Women's Lib. is to think
that equality moans being identical and the same in
every respect so that if there are differences of
life style and occupation this is said to be in-
equality. But it is plain that women are different
from men, if only in that they have weaker biceps.
But this does not mean that they arc unequal, but
only different. They become unequal when the
superior muscles are used selfishly to depress the
weaker instead of used in a Christian way to serve
the weaker. The Christian way is that men and women
should use their different Gifts to advance each
other's true interests and happiness in an open
society of mutal respect, serving one another and
honouring one another.
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The attempt to achieve equality by making
demands for oneself springs from a sinful character
and is bound to fail, For when everyone is self-
ishly making demands the strongost gets the loti

Women's Lib, will do us all a service if it
directs our attention o tho way wo treat each
other, for we are all subject to sin. For example,
are Australian husbanO.s really acting in a Christ-
ian manner in the home or are they being self-
centred? Again, are they giving their company to
their wives or do they go off to the pub for the
whole evening with their cronies? Are husbands
sharing the chores ef the home a . fair and just
way? Do they ' their proper pinoe in training
and teaching the children, or do the y leave all
this burden to the wife? These things to bo
shared each aocording to the gi:ts of nature which
God has given us. We Christians should be teaching
positively that there is no placo for injustice
and unfairness between the sexes and tha t la zine s s
and indolence must never have any place in the home
or outside. lien and women must shrtro toge the r the
burdens, as well as share together the joys and
rewards of human l if e. We Chris ti a n s must teach this,

and also teac:7 that there is the possibility
for all to achieve this by the pow -r of God in
Jesus Christ, and not only teach t:.1.1.s, but set the
example by living'- it.
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