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We have been hearing recently in Australia a
good deal about the lomen's Liberation lMovement
(Women's Lib. for short)., Its leaders are directing
attention to what they regard as the inequalities
and injustices whiocl: out society inflicts on women.
If these statements are true, it is a matter which
directly concerns Christians, for Christians must
always be alert to any injustices and be active in
redressing them because God is eminently just and
righteous, All His dealings with us are on the
basis of what is right and Jjust and fair and Ye
requires that all our dealings with one anothor
should be on the same basis, Justice, fairness

and righteousness is the only possible basis for
peaoce between nations or true relationships between
people, Christians nmust always be :nxious to
forward Jjustice and to redress injustice.

Christians are especially interested in the
status of women in the oommunity because it is
the Christian religion whioh has done so much for
women., Jesus set tlie examplej} women shared His
friendship and accompanied ilim on His preaching
Journeys, Then the great apostle Paul taught very
clearly that there is to be no inequality between
men and women, In Gal. 3128 he said that in Carist
there is no male nor female, but all are onej and
again in I Cor., 11811 he pointed out the exact
equallity between the sexes. his was a great
change from what he had thought before hie became
a Christian whioch may be illustratod frou the
Jewish Prayer Book. Right to modern times the
Jowish Prayer Book has a prayer for men to say "Lord
I thanli you that you did not make mec a woman'",
(Vomen say "I thank you that you made me according
to your will"), This was the prayer Paul and all
the apostles would have praycd constantly before
they became followers of Jesus. You will sece what
a profound change the Christian religion has
ocreated in our sensoc of roelationship betwoen the
sexes, This change ocan be illustrated further by
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looking around the modern world to sec how women
fare in non-Christian countrics, 0.gey in the lMohankie
edan oountries; or again, by rominding ourselves of
the servilc state of womankind in the ancieont
Buropean world of Grocece and Romo., In those cule
tures they werc never allowed to talie any part in
soclety. :

It is tho Christian reoligion which has boeen the
charter of women's righits, becausc the Christian
religion teachoes us to scrve onc another and not to
sock our own intervsts at other pcoplo's expeonsc
whether 'bossing'! it over othors or oven demanding
equality in a sclf-centrcec waye. Josus sald "I am
among you as onc that serves" and Iis lifc and
doath was on bohalf of other pooplce It was in
terms of scrvice that e saw ilis orucifixion. "Tho
Son of man", Ille said, "canc not to.bec scrved by
others but to servce them and to glve llis 1lifc a
ransom for many" (lark 10:45). This is the charac-
ter of God « "I am among you as onae wno scrves" and
by the Holy Spirit's power woe Chwrigstians arc able
to reflect the sanc spirit.

The Vomen's Liboration lMovement will ncver
succced in rcaching its goals beeausc it ignores
roality, and in particular, it ignores the foot
that mankind is si:ful. The problom to which
Women's Lib.,, addressos itsclf oriscs from a twoe-
fold fact., Firstly, mon and womcn arcoe sinful and
thorofore self-ocontred and arc not primarily inter-
osted in Jjuastice to other pcople so much as in for-
warding their own intcrests. The scoond fact is
that the male sox is stronger physiocally and por-
haps more scli~sufficicent cmotionally. Being
physically stronger, and also sclfish (an arc all
men and women who are not wider tho influence of
God's spirit) it follows naturally - and we scc this
in every non=Christian country -~ that woman arc the
drudges. Physiocal strength coupled with unrostrainod
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self-centrcecdness meoans that the weak get the raw
doals, Womeon's Lib., ignorces thieso facts which con
only be overcome by tihie Christian ideal of Iirmbly
serving one another. !owever, VWomen's Lib,,
ignoring the fact of sin and sclfishness and the
necd for the antidote of humility, procccds on the
antithetical method of decmanding tiiings. Thoe two
most oconspicuous of tliesc demands arc promisculty
in sex, and abortion oun donande It is absurd for
Vomen's Lib., to think that thesc two things are
going to advance cquality for womon. They have
both been tricc Lefore: In the ancient Greeck and
Roman world, fromn wiiioh our civilization stoms,
promiscuity was an accepted thing, but it was the
women who suffcrede OS50 too the destruction of
infant human life, whoenn it was rcegorded as an inocon-
venience, was widely oondonede 2ut this didn't
elevate women's status, On tle contrary, mothors
had to destroy their infeats if their husband
didnt't want to raisc the child, ancd it will be the
ganic with us, if wce repoal the laws againat abortion.
Vomen will have to destroy the life they arc
carrying whonr their husbands require it, with all
tho emotional trouma tids neans for tho inothor,.

If the way chosen is by demanding rights and
80 ong then nmen will aiways be out in front as
they have more rmnuscloe power bcehind thielr domands.
This has been and is the casc in overy non-Christian
society., But the Christian way is not be demanding
things for oursolves, but by oonsidoering one another
and serving onc another, "I am among you as he
that sorves" said Jesus, Tihids is God's charactore
Promisculty is not going to onhanoe the status of
women nor is abortion on demond. These things will
dopress the stotus of wives and motiors and provice
them with all sorts of mental anguish,

Women's Lib, ottacks Christianity, but it is
women who would be tihie chief sufferers were thesc
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attacks to Bsucoceed in our society.

The leaders of this movement are determined
that women should be equal with men in the possib=
ility of selfish liberty. To achieve ‘this they '~ "%
advocate the destruotion of human 1life when it = -~
gets in the wav of one's own convenience.  There is
all the differonce in the world betwecen deciding
not to start a nuwian life and the decision to destroy
it, which is abortion. This is a most scrious de-
cision and should not be made except for the gravest
reasons, wWomen's Lib, will ultimately fail, though
it may do a great deal of damage to our Christian
soclety in the meanwhile, if it is not checked,
especially 1f it porsuades peoplc to approve abe )
ortion on demand, that is, the lighthcarted destruoc-
tion of human lifes Such an attitude will have a
most damaging effect on our personality and societye.

Women's Lib. ignores thc foots of sinfulness
on the one hand, which nceds not slogans but the
Gospel to cure, and it ignores on the other hand
the differences which make the sexes complementar .
Certainly mon and women arec oqual, but they are not
the same in plhysical build or indeed in psychologe-
ical responsc nor pcrhaps cven in styles of mental
thought, The mistakes of Women's Lib. is to think
that equality mcans being identical and the same in
cvery respect go that if there are differences of
life style and occupation this is said to be in-
equality, But it is plain that women are different
from men, if only in that they havo woaker bioccpse.
But this does not mean that they arc uwiecquol, but
only different. They becomc uncequal when the
superior muscles arc uscd selfishly to dopress the
weaker instead of used in a Christian way to serve
the weaker. The Christion way is that men and women
should nse thedr different gifts to advance each
other's true interosts and happiness in an open
society of mutal rospect, scerving onc another and
honouring one anothoer, ‘ .




N

e

The attempt to achiceve equality by making
demands for oncself gprings from a sinful charactor
and is bound to fail. For when coveryornc is self-
ishly making demands the strongost gets the lotl

Women's Lib, will do us all a scrvice if it
directs our attention To tho way wo treat cach
other, for wec¢ arc all subjecet to sin- For oxample,
arc Australian husbands rcolly acting 1n o Chriaote
ian manncr in tho home 21 arce they being sclfe
contred? Again, arc they giving their company to
their wives or do they go off to the pub for the
whole evening with their cronies? Are husbands
sharing the chores cf the home in a.fair nnd just
way? Do they - - their proper plaoc in training
and teaching the cehilidren, or do they leave all
this burden to the wifo? Thacsc things © to be
shared cach aocording to the ¢i ts oil navurce which
God has given us. We Christians should be tcaching
positively that there s no nlace for injustiice
and unfairness between the cexces and thoet lasiness
and indolence must never have any place in the home
or outside, lien and women rmust sliar: togetiwer the
burdens, as well as sihare togetier the joys and
rewards of huunan life, Vo Chvistions nusi tcaclh: this,
tirtw., and also teacl that there i the possibility
for all to achicve tiids by tle pow'r oi God in
Jesus Christ, and not only teaclk: titfs, but sct the
example by livins it.
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