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. The Spirii of God is frequently’ mnnr‘onod |n'The Old

awd New -Testamenis.- God is Spirit: and His §01r1+ ‘is al work
in the worid creaiing and sustaining Tfﬁ and bringing every-
thing ‘info perfection. 1" is ohe of the most remarkable
truths of Christianity that thz Spirit of God comes into
close and intimate retationship with our spirits; that His
personaliity end ours are in close fellowship., The gifit.of

+. Gogls presencé) thatis to say His Spiril,is éAprlvaege
which-evey: bnr.swndn DarflclpaTos . Sy g

s ot Paul - $aid rhat 1f a*man has WOy the Spirit of Christ
he is-not-a Chvrstanj wui{e in the sani passage he _says ;That
all whoare lea by the ‘Spirit cf God are the sons .of God
‘Romans-8) . In 0id:Tesiament Times this ciose reiaticnship
with God, whi Ch ic described by the Spirit of God dweiiing in
a person, was/ ol Tthe universal experience of the peop!e of
God but it was - a prospect 4o be looked rolward To., The.Old
Testament pruphCTc foretolid that Thﬂ>+ me. wou‘d come when
God would q;vo H| Qn'r|1 to ull His peoplo

: lne Urd “fanenT rreuuﬂth\ spedk Of_+his giff_of The
2 Spirit in:terms . drawn firom The p( ‘ing our.of water, ' in. an
arid: counfrV':7ke the Middle East water was The ‘“Vlvlrylﬂq
principle of |1 So when God ploﬁl*eﬁ Hic’ Sp:rl the
promise was OJcHe\ in mﬂ'aphor> drawn .from waver. For example
in lsaftahi4d:3 66d prom|qeu T wi DOU" waier upon him . That |5
thirsty as streams upon the dry gfound 1 will pour.my.
Spirii.uponrhy seed, and my FIPSSInq upon fhinn orfsorlnq~
and fhey snal! qpr;no un among’ the grass as wi!lows by, ihe. water
courses’.: - The same ' metaphoi- of ‘describing the gift.cof the
.»p;rt+ b fermq of pouring Mmser’wn+h cfc.te.re>h|nn
evivifying and: clleansing power o<cur\ (Oﬂ‘lah71§ I The
) di. Testament, ~¢Zq., lsaiah 321 1% "htil The. Spirit be
pourad upon- usifrom on high Afd’ henwrldornns beromuva
fruitful-fleld" and the whoie of | |ah cnupfer'JB -

.+¢ The:same :promige’ of “he'péqrinq'oui of +ho Qotr'* lsuto-be
found [In-Bzekiet 39:29"| poured out my Spirit_upon The - house
of !srael":and=in Yoel 2.28ﬁ20’”r wiil pour ou1 my Spirit upon
ail flesh”, The changing, cleansing power of Tthe Spirit of
God when He enters into fellowship with a person is compared
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by Ezekiel.to the cleansing of water in chapter 36: 25 " W|Il
Jprunkle clean waTer upon you..and you shalT b@'clown A" hew
hear* also Wl|| | give you and.a new spirff will puf w|+h|n
fyou. will puT my, Qplrti W|+htn you and Cﬁuse you +o walk in
my GTaTUW“S” T G I
" When we +urn To jho New TpffamenT‘we find Tha+ +he

presence of The' %Dlr;f of God. in a persocri’s Iife s’ dPscrlb@d

as in the 0ld T\sfamen4 underi metaphors drawn from the
manipulation of water. For example, in Jchn 7:37 Jesus

invited the spirifually Thirsty-to come To him’ and drsnk, adding
“that rivers of . living. water would flow from® 1he man that,
‘belleves on Hnm, .and. St.. John adds:"This abake He of' +he ﬁf
Smirif which nhcy that:: belleva on: Hlm wero +o rece|vc” ‘

’ Bﬂnflsm W|Th wafer was a- Gonimon - aCTIV|Ty in Jesus"
time. “Not only was Fher“ the. ritual.washings ‘of cookan
ufbnslls and the puruftcaflon rites connected with the' temple,
but John the Baptist. preaching repentance ‘in viéw 'of the
imminent coming of the Messiah, had been baptisina in Jordan
those who responded...;Jesus. took this concept of bapTIS|nq with
water and applied - by way. - of:metaphor to the” Spft rit, wh@n He
prom|Sed +o His. deC|ples That’ They wou:l d be baDT!sed ws+h Thg
Holy SpirvT (Av+g T ;
Th)S molapnor ls |n }|ne \vfh The: ﬂld Tes.amen+ ¥
f proohecu@s about the %purlf being poured.on God's neonle‘ln
The same . way as water. was :poured.on the .body at baptism.
St. Petér descrlbns +h|s baptism.of the Soirit ‘which The ;
Tig1 §éTples had recp|veo on. the Day .of Pentecost ‘as the - nour|nq
out' of the Spirit, quoTInq Joel's nrophecy, and ﬁ+er St. PeTer
referred To The simlfar experience of: Oornclius' household as
a bapffsm Nrfh *he SntrvT (Acts i 1415-17).  Thus when Jésus ,
poured out HIS Spirit on His disciples after Hig agceénsion”
(Acts 2:33): Fe fulft[!ed the promise He gave: them that He would
baptise them with +he Holy Spirit. Bantism with the Spirit, and
the nouring out .of the Spirit.are two:ways of” despr|b|nq Thu
" same expar|encn whsch all Christians receive when: Thoy b\lieve
on Jesus %s }ord of Cod’s presence in Thelr hearTs s
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. Another New Testament metanhor: o describe the Snirit's
relationship to the he||over which is also. drawn from the
:manlpulnf|on of water, is Luke' s _phrase of. being filled with
the Snirjt., A" person may. be fJIIOd w;fh the Spirit in.the
"same way as’'a flagon may be filled with water, Thls.phrase also
finds its origin In the 0ld nosTamenT In. Fxodus 3} :3.we read
of Bezaleel the manufacfurer of the Tabnrnacln and its.furniture,
that "God has filled hlm with . the QQIPIT of God, in.wisdem and
in undersTandlnq and’ In knowledqp and in QII manner of workman-
ship". The same phrase is repeated in 35:31. Bezaleel was
filled with the Snirit of God, and.this fillina was manifested
ln hi's: ablIITy To ﬁxecu1o The Work enfrueT@d to him.

5F, luke uses the phrasc of be;ng fllled wnfh The \o|r|+
ina stmilar way ‘to these 0ld Tosfam@nT passaqbs, namaly, 5Ho!
express The manlfesfa+|on of fhe oalrt+ in endbllnq the :person
to exarciSG some qtff or fulful”some office. .. On each. occasion
that Luke uses the: phrase. he adds ap indfcaTnon ot the way in
which the fulness of the Snirit's nresence was: man:fesfed +Eer
"examole He writes of Zechariah that he was. filled W|+h The

“Holy GhosT and prophesied, and of Elisabeth that she was filled

with the Holy Ghost and blessed Mary (Luke 1), and in the Acts
he writes of Stephen’ that he was_a_ man "full of- falth.and of
the Holy Sn;rlf" and of, The Seven| oen@rally that "they were:
full ‘&f *he Spiri+ and of wisdom" (Acts 6:3,5), and of Barnabas
that he was “full of the Holy Ghost and. of fanTh" (11:24) and
of St.' Paul that "filled with the. Holy: Ghost™,. he fastened his
'eyps on Flimas and condemned hum To. Temporcry bllndness.,

‘The phrasp be|nq f||led or fuli of The Ho!y GhosT
occurs nnly once outside. Luke! s writings; in Ephesians 5:18.:
where St. Paul used it In'a similar way to.express.a: manifes+~
ation of the gDIFI+ .He calls upon r\h"ls*hanq To be.filled - with
The Holy Ghost, sneaklnq To one. ﬁno+h T psalmq -and hymns and
‘sniritual songs. Char3c+erls+1cnlly for S¥. Paul, To_be_f:l]ed
wnTh rhe Holy Spirlf means a man]festation of fellawship

- God qnves H|s Sp|r|+ +h=1 is +o say His presence,«fo
all His chlldren This is the wonderful fruth of the Chnistian
rellg[onx And HIS Dr@senco in thein. hcwrfs and lives enables
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Th@m To fulf|l The m|n!sTry whuch God may qrvo Them, ~Thig: °
enabling.is rightly to.be aTTrlbuTnd to .Gody that.-1s to.say.to
His.Spirit, and as we ob%erve Christians beiwq enabled . by: God

il Llve a: Ghristian.life and:to.fulfll thejr:Christian ministry

. we may,speak. of Them as full of ‘the Holy Spirttifor this:ipurpose

. .or.for. that, purnose Ifiwe.wish to.fellow-the lanquage of Luke,

._though;as we have seen other New Testament writers do.not use
this phrase of belng "full of the Spirit and..:" with the ore
excep+|on alr@ady menT;on_ of thesianq gl o et

Thexmos+ characferlsTlc manlfes+a+|on 0f *he Snurn#'
prasence in the Old Testament is wisdom. This is seen in the
- case of Bezaleel :and -again ~in Proverbs | :23; where Wisdom

says. "l will pouE .my. Snbrdt upon yous, 1 wi-kl -make Kriown my !
_words unte you',.. In the:famous passage of:the promise:of: the
. Spirit to the: M&SSI?h Ain saiah =l ;The sixXfold manifestation

aof the Spinit is predomananfly in. +he -area -of wisdom..:""The

-Spirit. of the Lord shal.l rest upon him; *the :spirit of “wisdom

and; undersfandlnq, the.spirit of counsel caand-mightyi the spirit
.. of ‘knowledge and the. fear of the Lord'™.. So-in:the New: Tes+amen+

when. God.':s -presence..comes. «iknto..a-:. Dprson s -l-ife He brings

WIsdom as The greatest of.His gifts, e.g.;:| Corinthians2:7

"to each .one .is:aiven. the. manifestation of-the Spirit to: profit

.,_w;ThaI For- To one ‘Is.given through: the Spirit the: word of. -
wisdom and to. another the word. of knowledge through the' same:
Spirit, to another faith! and-so on. & .ilit s not: sunprisihg: -

that the Solr||'of Christ should be- +hp Spirit of wisdom or -that
His presence should be manifested preminently in Spiritual
wisdom. and.knowledge. : For Christ is:the: wisdom,of God.
He:. |s~+he word. (John J.19. - (The Greek ds. Logos,which means
Reason) God's, qroansT na+ur3| gift tormankind_ is the gift.
ﬁﬁgof |n1elliqence, which. d|s+|nqusshes man from. +ho rest.of..* -
. .creation;. and: the qrea+esf spiritual gift which His presence
or: HIS Q@irif .brings .is spiritual: knowledge, knpwledge of- 6od,
wh|ch is. gfernul life: (John 17:3). . The. Spirit; when He-comes
into our life uses and eTr@nq+h@ns The natural atfributes
which God has Plr@ady given us:in eur:patures, Thus Bezaleel
vwould undoub+edly have had technical: d@xf@rlfy +hrouqh
aTura! aptitude. -This the Spirit.ef .God.used when He:came: -
into his life. %o too, different personalities will have
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" different aptitudes. Some will pre-eminently have the aptitude
for wisdom and judgement, some for faith and some for enthusiasm,
and thus traits will be used by the Spirit so that they become

manifestations of the Spirit. All these different sorts of
peonle are needed in the Christian group. Those who have the
aift of wisdom need thaose who have the gift of faith and also
those who have the gift of enthusiasm, while those who have the
gifts of enthusiasm and faith need the fellowship of wise
Christian companions if their enthusiams and faith is not *o

run onto the reocks of sectarian novelties. [t is right to desire
these spiritual gifts; though some are more to be desired than
others, and some have special promises that God will give them

to us if we ask for them, such as the gift of wisdom (James 1:5),

God's Spirit is a Snirit of fellowship., His gifts are
intended for the benefit of fellowship and the virtues He
imparts are virtues on which fellowship is based. Christ
nromised that our Heavenly Father would give His own presence,
His holy Spirit to those who asked for this greatest of all
gifts and orivileges; and the work of the Spirit when He comes
intfo anyone's life or into tThe community group is to create
the character of God as seen In the character of Christ.

St. Paul lists what this means in his famous passage In
Galatians 5, "the fruit of the Snirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, meskness,
Temperance™. As we desire these things let us ask God for His
Spirit according to His promise.
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