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. Spirit in.terms•drawn-from the pc4rIng out.of water._ an
arld.country .l'ke the Middle East water was the -evivifying
principle of life. So when God promised Nis Spirit the
promise was couched in metaphors drawn from,water.. F,.or example,
in Isaiah ,;44-t-3 .00d promised "1 will p6..ir water upon him ,that is
thirsty -as streams upon-the dry w-ound: I will pour my. -
Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing 'upon thine offsbring;;
and they shall Spring Lip amongthe crass as willows .by. 1 -he -water
eourses",,---The -same metaphor'of 'describing the gift -of. the
Spirit in ,terms of pouring water'wFth it refreshing,
revivi gfyin and Cleansing power boCurs constantly- in the .. _ . .
010,Jestament,.:eA., 'Isaiah 5215 nyhtil the SThirit be
poured -upon usilrom on high and-the wilderness Oecome.a- _

Hfrvitful.-.f!eletand-ther'whOlkof. rsalah'ehapter:.:31,.

i The Spirltof God IS..frequentl mentIonedjn the.gtd.
and New-Testamentsd:- God IS Sdir t and His As at work
1-1T.thewdriAcrea g. and sustaining ft, .and :bringing every-
thing Anto,perfection,.-Trit one Of the MOS+ remarkable
truths of Christianity that th3 Spirit of God comes into
close and intimate relationship with our spirits;. that His
personality and ours are IT) clbse'feljOwship... The gift:of
Goes-preefite; that IS to say His Splri. s.a. privilege :-
whicWevery'.Chrfistian participates ,in..

. .
, St,. Paul-taid-itlat if.& -man has nOt:the Spirit of Christ
he fs.lnotra-Christtan, -A./fiite in the sane passage he.saysithat
all who*Fare-lec.by the(Sprrit Cl God are the sonsof:Ged.
Momans.,8). - In .016--Testament times this close relationship
with God, which is described by the Spirit of God dwelling in
a person, wasliot'the uniVersareXperAence of the people,pf
God ,but t.Was,a-prOspeCt.to:be looked forWard. to. The.Otd

...Testament prOphetS.foretold that the.time...woOd come when:
God would give His Splril to all his people .

The -Old Testament frequently speaks._Of this glftof the
_

The -same prOmiSeof the pouelr19:0(ilt ot .the 5pirit.is to be
found in Ezekiet 39;29."I 'poured out :my Spirit upon the _house. , _
of Israel"! and -in .Joel 2:28,2c) "1 pour out my Spirit upon
all flesh". The changing, cleansing power of the Spirit of
God when He enters into fellowship with a person is compared
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by .Ezelie,j,., cjeans-i-ng water••Vri ChaPter .3 .:25 "I  wi l l •
sprinkle clean water upon ..you .;and you shall,* bc' clean A .new
heart also ;01.1 I give you and ..,:a new. sptrit'wi 11 :I -pilaf. within
/YOU"; 1 wi l l 1-1(11-,.:Pi,iSipir,it.iWithirryou and ••taCtSe. you walk in
my Statui - • . •

h n' we turn _to the New Testament we 'f Ind that-the'
presence of  the Sp i r i t ,-of  God in  a persons l i fe is  descr ied,
as in the bid Testament underi metaphors: drawn- from the •
manipulation of water. For example, in John 7:37, Jesus
invited the spiritual ly thirsty- to come -to him' and drini<, adding

"fiVat rivers of I, i v ng.. water would' low- froM' the man thP+
believes On ,Hip, .and St. John adds "Th pake Heof .the
Spirit which they that ,bel ieve on Him were to receive'

. .• - -• Bap+ Sm withwater ,was 4- common Iry I ty • in Jesus t '
time • '. Not only was there': the ritual - wash' npfs,of cooking
utensils (Ind .the purl:float-ion rites- corinected with the temple,
but John the banthst ...,preadr,ing repentance in .view of the
imminent coming Of the.Messiah, had been baptising in Jordan
those who responded Jesus took this conceht "Of baptising with
WAter .and applied' it by way of: metaphor to the 'Spirit, When He
promited: to His disciples that they would bb`bapti'Sed With the
Holy §p (Acts -A :5).

,This Metaphor_ is in lino with :the'_Old'Testameht-
- prOPhec i es .about the Spiri-t 7being 'poured on Goti*S peoPle in

the same way as water. was -poured on the .body at .baptism,t.
St .."P,e+br describes. this baptism of the Stiirtt iwhiEh the
.disciples had received: on the Day :of Pentecost as the,'PO_Vri.hg
out  of  the Spi r i t, quoting .Joe I s• prophecy, ', and 'Inter' St..; Peter
referred to the sip', Jar; exneriehce of .Corne'l lus' household as
a baptiSM Wi,th. the Spi r i t k.15-.17). Thus 'When 'Jesus
Poured o6t.H i sSn i r i t  on  H i s  d i so iD leS  a f ter i ascension
(Acts 2 :3),"E1e :fulfil. led:the promise He: gave then that He would
baptise them with the Holy Spirit. Baptism with the Spirit, and
the pouring out of ,the,Sp.init,are. two ways 'of -:de5cri b i rig, the ,
saMe'lexPerience-whiCh, a1!? ,rhrl..stiasis 'receive when they believe
on -...resUi as Lord, of God's presence- in. their hearts:" '. • , .

_ • 1..,



-3-

• • Another Now Testament metaphor, to describe the Spirit's
• relationship to the he) iever,which is ;-Iso, drawn from the

manipulat ion of water, is Luke's phrase of being f i l led with
the'Spir i t .. A person may be f i l led with the Spir i t  in  the

• same way as a,flagon may be filled with water. This phrase also
f i nds  i t s  or i g in . in the old Testament In.Exodus ,31;.3-we read
of Bezaleel the manufacturer of the tabernacle and its furniture,
that "God has fi l led ,him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom and
in uhderSta'nding, and'i.n.knowledge and in all manner of workman-
ship". The same phrase is repeated in 35:31. Bezaleel was
filled with the Spirit of .God, and .thi$ f 111mg was manifested
in his abi I it9 to exeCute :the .work entrusted to him.,

,. .
St Luke LIQS the, phrase, of. ,be i ng filled with the :Sp i r i t

In a SIP:filar' \46y to these Old' Testament Passages, namely: to-
express the.manifestation of the Spir,i,t in ppabl Ing the person
to .exercise some gift or ful,t. il:,s.O.Me of fica. On each occasIon
that :Luker''Uses the phrase he adds au ,Indication ot the -way In
which the fulness -Of the Spirit's,nresence was manifested For

He Writes' of;"Zechariah that; he was; filled with the .
Holy Ghost and prophesied, and of.Flispb,eth that .she.was fi l led
with the Holy' Ghost and blessed Mary (Luke I), and in the Acts
he Writes. of Stepfien: that, he. , man "ful l  of faith land oft,
the Holy Spirit'' and of, the SeVen„generail l y .that "they were
full of ',the' SIDIOf and of ,wisdore (Acts 6:3,5), and ;of ,Bairriabas
that. he.was ful l'4 of the Holy Ghost and, of faith" (1.1 :24) and
o f --St.'Pa01 that "f i l led with the Holy Ghost", he fastened his
eyes on Ei imas, and, condemned him to temporary bi

The prape be ing f i l l ed,  or  fu l l  Of ;--1-he Holy Ghost
occurs only 'Once outside . , writings, in,.,Ephesjan. 5 :18
where St. Pau!' Used . it In :,a sirni I ar .way t express a manifest-
at ion  of  the Spi r i t . .He.al l s ,upen :Onristians to be fi l led - with
the Holy Ghost, SPeakihg to one Another ;in psalms and hymns and
SDI ritya) songs. Characterist ical ly• ,for St.! Raul,, to be fi l led
With the Holy Spirit means a manifestation of felloviship_ „.

1- •- God gives ,Hie Spirit, ,tha . s to say His presence 'tok
alt His chfldree). This is the .wqnderful truth of the Christian
religion And His .presence in their; hearts and !Ives enables
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them ,to. fp] f.i.,I the;ministry which. God :may g lyetheme This-•
eneb I:i ng s right I y. „to, be attri byted to :God:, that, s to say -to
H sf,Spi:rT it, .and as we ,-Observe :Christ. tans: .12e enabled .,by,:God

.:to 1 Tye :chrtStian., I ife anci fuj!f isI. their !Chr stian ministry
we mayiSpeak. of „them as fu..1. I of. thEv Holiy Sp r it for th s:pUrpose

that,...purpose., ,lif..1 we, w sh to ow 4he.,1;anguage .,of Luke,
„ _though ja,s.we have :seen other _ New:TeStament wr iters do not rifse
.thjs phrase of, being .of. the .SPJ rit and ..;." w th. the orie
except ion a I ready ..ment of Epties fans:. ...; . •

. • . , , • - - • - • . ,•• I !
The, most characteristic manifestation of rite , Spirit's

presence in the Old Testament is wisdom. This is seen in the
- ease of- E3eza.,1 eel: :and:agaAn • ip -1.roverbs I :23.,;. where Wisdom

Says . " I 0,1 I .pour my: Snirrit .-unon 1-1, I \make: krioviry my
words •ynto you:7 in the...famous assag dthe. promise:,_of• the

. Ito the:Mess iah n 4saiah 1.i the s Nfo I d- man.i festati or'

•
of ...t.ne Spirit : -predom nant.:ty :the ,area w sdom.::.!!The
-Sp ir it. of,. -the Lord .•shaII rest •;upon rh the --spirit of itdom•
andt .uryderstanding „ of,-counsel (an d ghtp the sp-i,r I t
otfi :know..I edge and, tb;e: fpar-ipt •New,7esitament

•;when prestence .,.comes„, ,:person -.1s • ipite He b ings
sclipm as the ,greatest I -1 -is.-g.i fts , re Cor inth Ian's. 1.1 2 :7

"toireach ,(one is. iY:ef!, the,.man j.festat i on of the r i t , prbf it
w ha , For, to. one. s,.g iven.:th.rough, the i.Spirit the• Word blf
i.sdom and: to-,-ancitherr the wgrcl , of knowledge through 'the! sameI

Spirit, to ax,kother:: th," _and- so on.. livs -hot swept i
that the Sp ir!i f  pf. chri should be. -the. Sp 1,rit of, wisdom or, :that
His presence should be manifested prominently in Spiritual
wi sdpm.. and, know ',edge For Chr),st •i the w sdorn,of God..
He, Is the word_ John 1): -(The• .,G,reek which means
.Reason God 's reatest, natural 1 ft• to: ma.nki ndj,i s the g-i.ft,
of,. j nte,..1 !Tqece. wh-ich. distinguishes man f-rom the rest -of •

:,creatioR;. greatest..Sbir.itua I •gi-ft which:H-is presence
:.or: H S,p ricts s SD i r Pe;l e.dg, khowledgeof, God ,
wh chc;!s;:•:9te!-•na I i ohn 7 :3 i r:it;3 when He -comes
into' our I ife, uses and strengthens the natural attributes
wh ich .God has a I ready given us1-1 n purr, natures., : Thus Beza I ee I

•_ woy I d t-.Incipubted I y have had:.techn:lca4 7 dPXter ity.-through
natuFal apt itude Th.i s ttle •Sp r I t -,of „Godl used when He,:came
in t o  h i s  l i f e . So too, di f ferent personal i t ies wi l l  have
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different aptitudes. Some will pre-eminently have the aptitude
for wisdom and judgement, some for faith and some for enthusiasm,
and thus traits will be used by the Spirit so that they become
manifestations of the Spirit. All these different sorts of
people are needed in the Christian group. Those who have the
gift of wisdom need those who have the gift of faith and also
those who have the gift of enthusiasm, while those who have the
gifts of enthusiasm and faith need the fellowship of wise
Christian companions if their enthusiams and faith is not to
run onto the rocks of sectarian novelties. It is right to desire
these spiritual gifts; though some are more to be desired than
others, and some have special promises that God will give them
to us if we ask for them, such as the gift of wisdom (James 1:5).

God's Spirit is a Spirit of fellowship. His gifts are
intended for thP benefit of fellowship and the virtues He
imparts are virtues on which fellowship is based. Christ
promised that our Heavenly Father would give His own presence,
His holy Spirit to those who asked for this greatest of all
gifts and Privileges; and the work of the Spirit when He comes
into anyone's life or into the community group is to create
the character of God as seen in the character of Christ.
St. Paul lists what this means in his famous passage in
Galatians 5, "the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness,
temperance". As we desire these things let us ask God for His
Spirit according to His promise.
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