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CHILDREN OF OUTRAGE

And these words which dommandyou this
day shall be 1Ron your heart; and you shall
teach them’diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sit in your house; and
when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise.

Deuteronomy 6: 6, 7

There is probablyno more pathetic picture
@an that of a mother holding a starving child
m her ags. Recently we have seen such pic
tures commg out of India where fierce droughts
have deprivedmillions of peopleof adequate
food. To see a mother holdino- her child who is
obviously perishing becauseof starvationis
heartrending.

There is sorghing about the eyef amother
Hke that, that 1s not duplicated anywhere else.
The miseryof the motherherself causedby
her own hunger, is compounded b€ the aotony
she feels as she witnesses her child torn fro® her
side by famine's cruelty. The plight of her child
introducesan anguishir.to hesituationthat
would not be there if she were simply left to
starve alone.

There is a look of appeal in eyes like that,
along with a wounded sense of aqutoazoie
is as if the stricken- mother realizes that those
who view the record of her wretchedness will
do so,for themost partwith adequate food
and shelter. Thus her pain is infused with the
suspicionthat somethinghas gone terribly
wrong with the universe.

It is dal:gero:1k, supposeto suggesthat
there are situationsthat duplicatethe misery
of parents who watch their children starve be
fore their eyes. It is,danoséoousr so dqgino-
there might be some who wouldclbeed to
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@rget the starving. Thus, before going further
m our program, let me urge you who listen not
to forget the starving mother who logks a

with pleading stare from out the newspaper or
the TV screen. And | would urge you in the
compassionate name of Christ, to use whatever
agency you can to help those who doimge
neath starvation's heavy hand.

But it is necessary, as we exercise our sensi
tivities to human distress, to be aware, too, that
there are otigeputrages around these days. And
one ofthem lsworthy- ofour attentiomow
too. It is an outrage that involves parents and
their children, fathersand mothersand their
children, and it involves the helplessness parents
feel as thgsee their children bent and crippled
before their very eyes when there is nothing they
can do about it. | would not wlm suggest
that theoutrageof which | speakis greater
than the one we have just noted. It is different.
And it would probably not be accurate if we
were to suggest that the magnitude of this out
rangeis as great as that of the starvino- chil
dren. But it is great and awesome, nonefheless.
And it involves the mutilation of children, too.
In fag, it involves the bending and corrupting
of society itself in ways society will find it most
difficult to recover from.

The outrage | am speaking of is that which
occurs when parents are not allowed to control
the formationbf their children'sminds. It is
the outrage which is expressdten children
are takefrom the parents at an early age and
molded m terms of patterns that contradict the
parents' deepestconvictions.I am speakino
of the outrage which is expressed when Chris@
tian parents must send their children to schools
which do not express a Christian world view.
When | talk about this outrage -as | sometimes
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do when| travelaroundthe countrysuch this bind, now is the time to startthinking
parents come to me and they say, "But whatabout what can be .ddagbe you can even
mug we do?" They feel helplébgy know do_somethingy next Septembet. hopeso.

that their children are being taught ideas which  The first thing that we have to dois remind
they as paremannotaccept, and they know one another that the faith that is sustained by
that their children are naturally inclined to bethe Bible considers parents responsible for their
lieve their teachers. Thus they feel helpless behildren'seducationThe educationof - the

cause there is nothing that they can do to getoung is a parental responsibility. It is not the
their children back. And there is a look in their church's responsibility. It is edtate's. In

eye, too, as they talk about this euiteh the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy, this
terrifyingThey feel they are trapped.They is stressedh chapter6: 4-9.Listen to these
are victimsof a systentheycannotchange. sentencekhat describehe fullnessof God's
© This is the great outrage. revelationand then tell how parentsmust

| bring this subject up right now, because I communicate this revelation to their children.
am convinced that there is something that can "Hear, 0 IsraelThe €ord our God is one
be doneaboutthis seriouscondition,and it Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God
is better to talk about it now, while our chil with all yourheart,and with all your soul,
dren are in many instances on vacation from and with all your might.And thesewords
school, than in September. The fact is, many which | command you this day shall be upon
of us have already surrendered our children tgour heart; and you shall teach them diligently
the control. ofa vasteducational system over to your children, and shall talk of them when

which we havelittle controland which we you sit in your house; and when you walk by
canno -easily understafe have a sense of the way,and when you lie down, and when
paralysis and fa& when faced by the vast  you riseAnd you shall bind them as,a si

ness of modern pukliucatiorand we feel upon your hand, and they shall be “as frontlets

that we can do little but pray that our children petween your eyes. And you shall write them

will not be corrupted to the point of no return. on the doorpostsf your house and on your
Some of us who belie"e that God is the Creator gates."

of all, know that our children are being taught™ This is a fascinating insight, isn't it? It pic
thatman and the universe are products of a turesthe parentsof chiidrenas the primary

chance evolutionistic process. Some of us whocommunicators of the truth of God. The knowl
believe that man is the image bearer of God edge ofsod that comes to men through His

know our children apeingtaught in terms revelatioris picturedas somethinghat fills

of a philosophwhichsays man is part of the environment fullly.is the word othe

the animalkingdomThe point is thisnany lips of men as they sit down and as they stride
of us are already surrendering our children tothroughtown. It is laid acrossthe wallsof

an educational institutibat contradicts the the home like a huge poster. It is burned into
faiththat God in His mercy has put into our the doo.rposts. Wherever one goes, he runs into
heartsAnd if you areone who is: caught in the knowledge Gbds revealed.
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The religionof the Bible is areligionfor sItl0is immoraln the extremeThis is the
the home, and it is expressed most fully and great outrage.
wonderfully within the home. It is the natural And the first thing you doud you want
conversation of parents and children, of parents to get out of this bind with your own children,
with their children. This is a beautiful picture! is understand that you are responsible that your
It is the picture of a fully integrated world. child be educatedn a systenthat doesnot

And this picture persiststhroughoutthe contradict your own faith. This is your respon
Bible. Even as the gran#nowledgef God- sibility. Don't let anyone tell you it's not. And
and of His world unfoldedwithin the Bible, don'tlet anyonetell you that what is being

the message was still communicated from partaught in the schools has nothing to do with
ents to children. By the time the last part of religion. It has everything to do with religion.
the Bible was written the message had assumledis based on a non-Christian religion. A re

astonishing dimensidnsvas the message of ligion that saKs that evolution is the explana
God'screationlt wasthe messagef God's tion for everything, man's rationality is the ulti
salvation throudime Lord Jesus Christ who mate authority, and values are relative. If you

died on Calvary's cross to redeem that creation. are a Christian, you are responsible to see to it
And it was the message of a Savior who_wasthat your child is taught in the light of Jesus
coming again to judge all men. And thisl}mes-Christ, the Word of God.
sage has major implications for all of ledrning. The second thing that must be done is that
For- at itscenter is the Lord Jesus Christ U’n parentswho really beliewe the Lord Jesus
whomare foundall the treasuresf wisdom Christ as their Saviat aho know that they
and knowledge. are responsibléor their children'seducation

If a parent is a Christian itinisnoral to must not rest until they have provided Chris
take the child of such a parent away from thattian schools for their children. Now before you
parent and teach that child ina way that conthrow up your hands in dismay, let me explain
tradicts the clear teaching of the Word of God. what a Christian school is. - And then let's talk
But this is beingdoneall the time. Large, about whether oot they are possible.
generaleducationakystemsdn the leading I will confine myemarkso one kindof
countries of the world are dominated by phi Christianschool,parentallycontrolledChris
losophieshat deny God's creative work, that tian day schools. And | do this because | be
deny the Lordship of Jesus, and that deny thdieve these schools are possibilities for parents

authority of the Bible. who believein Christ and who want their

Now, we cannotexpecteveryondo be a children taught in terms of their faith. |1 have
Christian,and we cannotexpet the general found schools like these in the United States,
schoolsto teach Christianity.But provisions in Canada, and in Australia. They are united

mustbe made for the children of parents whoin large associations. Two such associations are
believe the Word of God. To take such children the Natioal Union of Christian Schools, and
away from their parent's control and bend them the National Association of Christian Schools.

in directions that conttadeir parent's po- There are others, too.
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In any case, these schools are formed when It is an extension of the Christian home, and

Christian parents,who areunited by acom the knowledgeof God is found everywhere

mon convictionthat they must educatetheir ,,-ithin it.

children in the fear of the Lgedus Christ, . There are, of course, special religious events
put togethera school organizationto make that are a normal part of the dapl Sidys

such an education possible. They elect a schoolare opened with prayer and closed with prayer.
board. The school board hires a Christian prin The childrenlead one anotherin prayersof

cipal and Christian teachers,and the school thanksgivin@s they eat theirmealstogether.

board, the principal, and the teachers all work Such schools also provide studétht an op

hard at making a school tisaicceptable by portunity to developan in-depth knowledge

statestandardsThe parentssend their chil of the Bible. And parentsare often amazed

dren to these schools and open the doors to any how much knowledgeof the Scripturestheir

other parentswho want to see theichildren childrendevelopin school.It is a wonderful

educated in a Christian context. thing when children can discuss passages of the
| havehad opportunity to seach schools Bible with their parents,passagesvhich they

operate at close range &hdy are often ex learned in school. Sometimes the evening meal

tremely good for everyone involved. There gre can be a time when the children recite memory

times when people assumethat just because & work they have learned from the Bible.

such a schoolhas the name Christian some i But this, believeit or not,is not the most

where in its constitution, it will naturally be. a excitingthing about a Christian school-the
good school.When such assumptions operate, ®  prayers andhe. study of the Biblhe most

the school is often ineffectBuat when such exciting things that within Christian schools

schoolsare conductedon a high professional like this, the teachers are earnestly striving to

level, in accordance with the standards of the teacheverysubjectin the light of theWord

state,they provide an excitingalternativeto of God. There is a unity in the curriculum that

the forms of educationwhich, though public is sustainedoy a commonunderstandinghat

and low cost, . are promoting views of man and Jesus is Lord of all of life. And so the school is

of his world that are non-Christian. not first of all a place where the children have
Now the thing about theseschoolsis that worship during the day at times of special

they actually do represent the kind of situation Bible reading and prayert buis a place in

we read about afew momentsago fromthe which every act of learning becomean act

book of Deuteronomy. You will remember that of worship. Throughout the day, students and

thosesentence$rom the Old Testamentde teachers casay,"This ismy Father's world;

picted asituation in whictthe truth of God we are here for Jesus' sake; come Holy Spirit,

was everywherén one'senvironmentlt was heavenlydove," and at the end of the day,

posted on the walls and the doorposts, and the students and teachers can offer up their day's

parents spokef it naturally whetthey were activitv as a sacrifice to their Lord.

with their children. Well, a Christian school A Christian school is a place where the chil

at its best isable to duplicatethat situation. drenof Christian parents can learn in an atmos-
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schools can be run. You would be surprised at
how economically they can be built. | heard a
leo-islator iAlberta, Canada, tell once of the
g;@atdifferencein square footage costs be

tween the Christian school®ie had observed

and the public schools. And teachers who work
in such schools do so out of a sense of purpose
and mission, and you would be surprised how
much they are willing to give of themselves.
Investio-ate this onaed you will find, am

sure that thecostswill be muchlower than

the cost of comparableeducationin other
schools.

And anotherthing to remembemwhen we

talk about affording schoolslike theseis the

rule of firstthings first.This is a matter of
0priorities. For the Christian, is it more impor
tant that his children are educated in a context
that honors God and fortifies faith, or that he
live in the latest house, dritke latest car,
enjoy expensive vacations, and have other lux
uries besidesMWhat is more important?If a

man has cancer, he does absolutely everything
V%ecessary to find a cure. He will mortgage his

ouse, and spend his last centto be cured. And
when your children are being taken away from
you and being bragled vih ideas that yo!-1
reject, are you just gomg to sit by and let this
happen?

We can always afford thibigat we are con
vinced we need.And thosewho know Jesus
astheir Savior and who know that Jesus is the
o-reat creator of all and He must be honored in
@ut thoughts, should understand that they need
this kind of education for their children more
than they need anything else in the world. This
is worth sacrificing for.

phere that does not contradict their home and
church. The classroom becomes a place where
God is worshiped in terms of His great work of
creation.

The real question,after all _ofthis, 'siiu
this: are such schoolsa practical posslbl .hty
Aren't they really undemocraticWell, _is_ 1t
democraticto take the children of Christian
parents and subject th@m tmacational ex
periencethat contradicts theihomeand the
church on many important points? Is that
freedom?

But don't such schoolsoften becomeless
than ideal in termsof the attitudes that @re
found in them? Dont they becomesnobbish
and self-centered? They can become this way.
Just as any other educational @nstitu®ion has t
be on its guard against certam attitudes that
are detrimental to good education, these schools,
too, must be on their guard. ;

But aren't theseschoolsfust too expensive
for commonpeople?How can peopleafford
them? Now there'ss questionthat needs an
swering before anyone is go®ng to make a mo
in the direction of schools like these.

First of all, let's admit that there are people
in our society who just couldn't afford to sup
port schools like these even if they wanted to.
Such schools must be bought and paid for by
the parents, and the teachers must be paid by
the parents, too. And this takes money, money
that could be used for many other things. Thus,
there are some Christian parentswho could
never afford &Lhristian school for their chil
dren.That has to be said with great sadness,
and many of us are hoping that this sad situa
tion will be changed in the future. :

But many people could afford _themYou And | want to share a secret with you. You

would be surprisedhow economlcallghese ought to know this if you are a Christian par-
sl
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ent, and you ought toknow it if you are a
Christian leader. You knowsometimes Chris
tian leaders are reluctant to push Christian edu
cation because they think that people will stop
supportingthe church if they start building
their own Christian schools. The secret is this:
apparently,God has a way of supplyingthe
needs of Christian people who understand that
their children must have this kind of education.
In Psalm 37 thereis this statement!l have
beenyoung, and now am old; yet | have not
seen the :-ighteous forsaken or his children beg
ging bread."( v. 25) And that's the way it is.
God never abandons His people who put first
things firstHe takecare of them. Maybe they
-don't becomerich, but what goodare riches
anyway if your children do noésdre Lord,
and you know they don't becauseyou have
turned them over to a God-dishonoring edfica
tional system?

The great outrage-when the children of
Christian parentsare taken away from them
and educatedin a way that contradictsthe
basic thrust of the Christian faith. And . it's
happening ... all the time. -

Who's to blame? Many prn@et you know
who is mostto blame.Christian parents are,
Christian parents who don't really understand
th<!-t they are responsible to educate their chil
dren in the fear of the Lord and who refuse to
work at providing thc,n with Christian schools.

Christian parentswho surrendertheir chil
dren to non-Christian educational systems with
out question are now the greatest single fa'ctor
that impedes the gro"-th of the Christian day
school movement.

Preparedfor hroadcastby Dr. Joel Nederhood,
Radio Ministc-r. Christian Reformed Church.
{:HILDRJ::N OF OUTRAGE
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