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Nargie

Na rgie  wa s  born  on  the  borde rs  of Arnhe m
La n d , n e a r wh e re  th e  s lu g g is h  R o p e r R ive r
win d s  its  wa y o ve r 2 5 0  m ile s  to  th e  G u lf o f
Ca rpe nta ria . Fe w wh ite  m e n  h a d  vis ite d  h is
c oun try in  thos e  da ys ; m oto r pa rs  a nd  a e ro -
p la ne s  we re  ye t th ings  o f the  fu tu re . Na rgie
b e lo n g e d  to  th e  Ma ra  trib e . He  h a d  b e e n
b ro u g h t u p  s tr ic tly a c c o rd in g  to  tr ib a l la w;
he  ha d m a rrie d into the  corre ct tote m ic  group;
h is  c h ild re n  a lre a d y kn e w th e  m yth s  a n d
le g e n d s  th a t h a d  b e e n  h a n d e d  d o wn  fro m
Alche ringa , the  golde n a ge , or "dre a m  tim e s "
of long  a go .

Be ing  a n  Aus tra lia n  a borig ina l, Na rg ie  ha d
n o  g a rd e n  a n d  n o  id e a  o f a g ric u ltu re . Fo r
food he  hunte d ka nga roo, e m u, brolga , ducks ,
ge e s e  a nd othe r birds  a nd a nim a ls . His  lubra s
dug  fo r wild  ya m s  a nd  g round  nu ts ; d ive d  in
the  b illa bongs  fo r wa te rlily roo ts , s te m s  a nd
se e ds , a nd ga the re d e dible  be rrie s  in the  bush.
F is h  fo rm e d  a  la rg e  p a r t  o f th e  d ie t ,  a n d
Na rg ie  s o m e tim e s  s to o d  fo r h o u rs ,  a  b la c k
s ta tu e  o n  th e  rive r b a n k,  fis h  s p e a r p o is e d
re a d y fo r th e  th ro w a s  a  fis h  wa s  s ig h te d .
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Wh e n  n a tive  g a m e  m o ve d  to  o th e r p a rts
the  tribe  followe d the m , hunting a s  the y we nt.
The y we re  a  nom a dic, food -ga the ring pe ople .

be  .ca rrie d e a s ily. The y bu ilt no  pe rm a ne n t
hous e s , only rough ba rk or le a f s he lte rs  from
the  ho t; s un  a nd  d riving  m ons oona l ra in s .

At n ig h t fire flie s  flic ke re d  like  tin y Lv:n g
s pa rks  a long the. ba nk o f the  R ope r. Some-
tim e s  a  lo u d  s p la s h  d is c lo s e d  th e  p re s e n c e
o f a  h u n g ry c ro c o d ile  wh ic h  h a d  s e iz e d  a n
unwa ry wa lla by o r ka nga roo . Dingoe s  could
be : he a rd  yowling  in  the  d is ta nce ; the ir c rie s
m in g le d  with  th e  c a l l  o f n ig h t  b ir d s ,  t h-
s q u a b b lin g  o f flyin g  fo xe s  a n d  th e  s o u g h  o f
the  North We s t monsoon. From the  corrobore e
ground  c a m e  the  s ta m p  o f da nc ing  fe e t, the
ta pping of: boom e ra ngs  a nd the  dull boom  of
the  _didge ridoo. Occa s iona lly the  a we -inspiring
ro a r o f th e  g ia n t "b u ll -ro a re r" to ld  th a t a n
in itia tio n ceremony was in progress , a nd
lubra s a nd  .c h ild re n h id the ir faces a nd
s hudde re d  in  fe a r.

Th irty ye a rs  o r m ore  pa s s e d . Moto r c a rs
a nd a e ropla ne s  brought c ivilis a tion to  Arnhe m
La nd. Civilis a tion me a nt (amongst othe r
things ) a lcohol, guns , disease ; a  b re a kin g
d o wn  o f trib a l J a ws  a n d  c u s to m s ; a  m ixin g
of bloods . Th e  a tith o rity o f th e  o ld  m e n  o f
th e  trib e  wa s  g o n e ; yo u n g  m e n  la u g h e d  a t
ta b o o s  a s  th e y wo rke d  fo r th e  wh ite  m a n 's
tucke r a nd toba cco. The n wa r ca m e . Ha lf-
ca s te  g irls  we re  e va cua te d  to  the  c itie s  in  the
S outh, a nd Arnhe m  La nd e choe d to the  boom
o f g u n s  a n d  th e  ro a r o f c ra s h in g  b o m b s .

It 'c o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  a  g ra n d  -d a u g h te r o f
Na rg ie  wh o  wa s  b o rn  in  a  S yd n e y h o s p ita l
a  couple  of .ye a rs  a go. Ma the m a tica lly s pe a k-
ing, she  wa s  50 pe r ce nt, a borigina l a nd 50 pe r
c e n t. wh ite . In  c o lo u r ,  s h e  wa s  a  g o ld e n
b ro wn ,  with  p re t ty, c u r ly h a ir  a n d  d a r k ,
spa rkling e ye s . As  he r m othe r could not ca re
for he r a nd e a rn a  living a t the  s a m e  tim e , s he
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wa s  b rought be fore  the  court a nd cha rge d
with being a  neglected child. Finally she  came
to the  ca re  of the  S ky P ilot Fe llows hip , a nd
she  found love , laughter and happiness  in the
company of othe r children of he r own colour
a t the  Mis s ion Fa rm.

Though he r grandparents  roamed naked in
the  bus h or clothed mere ly in ba rk girdle s  or
possum - hair tassels, she le a rne d to wear

At night she s lept in a comfortable bed covered
with wa rm  b la nke ts , jus t a s  white  childre n
do.

And who is  Nargie 's  grand -daughter? She
c ou ld  b e  a lm os t a ny one  o f our c o loure d
children. S he  will ne ve r go "na tive ". Her
e duca tion will b e  the  s a m e  a s  tha t of a ny
white  child, a nd the re  is  a  p la ce  for he r in
our community. Ins te a d of the  m yths  a nd
le ge nds , fe a rs  a nd s upe rs titions  of he r a n-
ces tors , s he  is  growing to know and love  the
Lord J e s us  Chris t a nd to re a lis e  tha t the re
is  room  for he r in God's  g re a t fa m ily of a ll
colours , races  and languages .

WHAT IS  THE  S KY P ILO T F E LLO W-
SHIP? The Fellowship is  a non -profit -making
com pa ny re g is te re d a s  a  cha rity. It  w a s
founde d by Ke ith La ngford -S m ith in 1948
(incorpora ted a s  a  company, 1955), and has
grown from a small beginning into an extensive
and ever-growing miss ion. During  the  pa s t
seven years  over 1,800 radio broadcas ts  have
been made  on 2011 and other s ta tions . About
2,000 Church s e rvices , youth ga the rings  and
othe r mee tings  have  been addre s s ed by Mr.
Langford - Smith. Besides services of a ll
Protes tant denominations  these  have included
s uch va rie d me e tings  a s  The  Fe minis t Club,
Soroptimis t Clubs, Na tiona l Council of
Women, English Speaking Union, Inner Wheel
Clubs , 1Vitunicipa l Council and othe r Annua l
Dinners ; Bus ines s  Men's  Lunches , Workshop
Bible Class  Convention, etc., etc.

THE  NAME  " S KY P ILO T" . In  1928,
Arnhe m  La nd, the top m os t corne r of the
Northe rn Te rritory, wa s  a  p la ce  of is ola tion
and hardship. On the  border of Arnhem Land.
the  Rope r Rive r Mis s ion wa s  e s ta blis he d by
the C.M.S. It wa s  250 mile s  to the  ne a re s t
hos pita l, 200 mile s  to the  ne a re s t towns hip,
te le gra ph or ra ilwa y. For five  m onths  of
the  yea r, during the  "we t", impas s able  black
soil pla ins  and flooded rive rs  lay be tween the
Mis s ion and the  little  township. of Mata ranka ,
With its  te le g ra ph line  a nd fortnightly tra in
to Darwin, anothe r 3.00 miles  dis tant. In case
of a c c ide n t o r s ic kne s s ,  the  p lig h t o f the

S KY P ILOT NEWS

pa tie nt wa s  de s pe ra te ; ye t ha rdy p ione e rs
ca m e  to  th is  country a nd  b la ze d  the  p a th
for us  to ente r into a  new he ritage . The  N.T.
is  dotte d  with  lone ly a nd is o la te d  g ra ve s ,
m a ny of the m  m a rke d s im ply with a  crude
cros s  ma de  from bus h timbe r. White  a nts
ha ve  de s troye d the  tim b e r, a nd the  b us h,
cre e p ing  in on e ve ry s ide , ha s  c la im e d its
own a ga in; now no one  would know whe re
the s e  pione e rs  we re  burie d. In  one  s uc h
gra ve  a  young mothe r s le e ps  with he r ne w-

white  woman was  over 200 miles  away. For
he r the  little  a e ropla ne  "S ky P ilot" wa s  jus t
a  little  too  la te .

In 1928, Ke ith La ngford -S m ith we n t to
Arnhe m La nd a s  a  mis s iona ry of the  C.M.S .

over 25 mis s ionaries  had been forced to give
up the ir Mis s ion work a t Rope r Rive r in the
20 years  previous . In 1930, Langford -Smith
re turne d S outh on furlough, de te rm ine d to
re turn with a n a e ropla ne  to bre a k down the
isolation. In s p ite  of the  gre a t de pre s s ion,
and handicapped as  he  was  by lamenes s , he
ra is e d the  mone y for a n a e ropla ne , le a rne d
how to  fly,  a nd  re tu rne d  to  Arnhe m  La nd
with a  Gyps y Moth a e rop la ne  na m e d "S ky
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P ilo t". This  name was  the  popula r te rm for
"pa rs on". Dr. Gordon (be tte r known a s
Ra lph Connor) ha d writte n a  book a bout a
"S ky P ilot" in the  Ca na dia n bus h. Though
the y ha d only me t once , Ra lph Connor a nd
Langford -Smith formed a  friends hip through
correspondence, and it was with mutua l
a gre e me nt a nd s a tis fa ction tha t "S ky P ilot"
was  chosen as  a  name for the  Mis s ion aero-
plane.

Langford -Smith made over 200 landings  in
Arnhe m La nd, and comple ted over 20,000

'mile s  of a e ria l e xplora tion in country whe re
no ae roplane  had .operated. For th is  work
he  wa s  e le cte d a  Fe llow of the  Roya l Ge o-
graphica l Socie ty. This  young mis s iona ry,
who had secured his ground engineer's
lice nce s , re pa ire d a nd pa tche d up the  old
aeroplane time and time again. Proper spares
we re  s e ldom a va ila ble ; he  improvis e d with
pa rts  from the  T - mode l Ford, le ngths  of
wa te r pipe , pa tche s  torn from a  s hirt a nd
"doped" on to the  wing with flour and wa te r,
green hide  and fencing wire . When the  fina l
cras h came  s eve ra l yea rs  la te r, the  purpos e
for which the  'plane  had been purchased had
been accomplished. Th e  "S ky P ilo t" wa s
followed by Dr. Fenton and other a irmen, and
the  is ola tion of Arnhem Land had been con-
quered. To -da y it is  the  re gula r thing for
mis s ionaries  in Arnhem Land to trave l by a ir.

ACTIVITIES  OF THE S KY P ILOT FEL-
LOWSHIP. The  ma in work of the  Fe llow-
ship is  (1) to care  for the neglected, unwanted
or orphaned aborigina l children from the  city
areas; (2) to conduct ra dio broa dca s ts  to
a wa ke n a n inte re s t in the  a borigine s  a nd to
present the s 'mple Gospel message in the form
of dramatised stories tha t will hold the
inte re s t of thos e  not us ua lly conce rne d with
"re lig io n "; (3) the publica tion of books,
periodica ls  and s tories  for the  same purpose ;
(4) to provide  a  holiday home and recrea tion
for mis s ionaries  on furlough.

MARELLA MIS S ION FARM. Livin g  in
the  conges ted a reas  of the  city a re  hundreds
of coloure d childre n of a borigina l de s ce nt,
mos t of whom have never seen the  bush that
was  the  heritage of their ances tors . To them
"home " me a ns  a  crowde d te ne me nt, whe re
drink and vice  a re  rampant. The ir only play-
ground is  a  back s tree t with a  "hop -s cotch"
pitch drawn on the  pavement, and a  "wicke t"
cha lke d on a  fa ctory wa ll. Ma ny of the s e
children a re  neglected, mos t of them, neve r
hear the  name of God., except in blasphemy;
s ome  a re  s uffe ring from dis e a s e s  a nd ma l-

nutrition. It is  our privilege  to accommodate
such children a t Mare lla  Mis s ion Farm, Kelly-
ville . S ome  of our childre n a re  s e nt to us
by the  Aborigines  Welfa re  Board (which pays

clothing and ca ring for s uch children) ; s ome
children are sent to us  for long or short periods
by the ir co loure d  pa re nts ,  who, owing to
illnes s  or such causes , a re  unable  to care  for
them. (Usually the parents  make a  small con-
tribution towards  the  cos ts , according to the ir
means.) Whe n pa re nts  ha ve  de s e rte d the ir
childre n or a re  unwilling or una ble  to con-
tribute towa rds  the ir upke e p, the Mission
accepts  them jus t the  s ame , and undertakes
full re s pons ibility for the m. It is  our a im to
bring them up useful citizens ; to tra in them in
the  Chris tian fa ith; to take  a  life -long inte res t
in the ir we lfa re .

B 0 0 K S . Mr. Langford -Smith's  e a rlie r
b o o ks ,  "S ky P ilo t in  Arn h e m  La n d " a n d
"S ky P ilot's Las t F lig h t", published by
Angus  & Robe rts on Ltd., S ydne y, a nd J ohn
Hamilton, London (la te r trans lated into
Bra :11e), a re  now out of print. However, the
book "Dra ke 's  Drum a nd Othe r S torie s " :s
s till a va ila ble  from the  M s s ioR a t 5/- pe r
copy, pos t free. This  book contains  16 s tor:es
ta ke n from the  broa dca s t, S ky. P ilot's  Log.
Ea ch s tory ha s  be e n us e d of God to bring
spiritua l he lp and comfort to lis teners , ye t the
book is  by no me a ns  wha t is  c la s s e d a s  a
"re ligious " book. The  rea l -life  s torie s  a re
full of humour, pa thos  and inte re s t; ye t each
ha s  its  a pplica tion to the  de e pe r things  of
life . It is  a  book e s pe c ia lly fo r the  non-
Chris tian friend, and his  inte re s t will be  he ld
to the  la s t page . Ye t many Chris tians  have
found it a  s ource  of he lp and comfort. If you
would like  a  copy, a ddre s s  your a pplica tion
to the  Secretary, Alarella  Miss ion Farm, Kelly-
ville , e nc los ing  5 /-,  a nd  the  book will be
pos ted to you direct.

THE WOMEN'S AUXILIARY. T h e
Wome n's  Auxilia ry of the  S ky P ilot Fe llow-
ship cons is ts  of a  band of active  workers  who
he lp  to  provide  for the  childre n; orga nis e
s tree t s ta lls  and sa les  of work; a ttend regular
me e tings  for pra ye r a nd dis cus s ion of the
work. Any women inte re s ted in the  we lfa re
of neglected aborigina l children a re  welcome
to join the  Auxilia ry, e ve n if it is  not a lwa ys
pos s ible  for the m to a tte nd me e tings . The
P re s ide nt is  Mrs . F. Ha mps on, 49 Me rcury
S tre e t, Be ve rly Hills (LF 9757) ; Secre ta ry,
Mrs . E. S te ve ns on, 5 Da vis  S tre e t, Dulwich
Hill.
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P REVIOUS  GUES TS . Qui t e  a  number  of
dar k f ol k of  var i ous  ages  have s t ayed at  t he
Mi s s i on Far m f or  var i ous  per i ods . Mos t  of
t hem have done so wel l  t hat  we ar e encour aged
i n t hi s  wor k,  and we  t hank God f or  t he i r
wi t ness. Woul d you add t hei r  names  t o your
pr ayer  l i st ? Amongs t  t he gi r l s  ar e: Hazel ,
Ol i ve,  Nel l i e,  Li l y,  Amy,  Ri t a,  Edna,  Li nda,
Pr i sci l l a,  Gai l ,  Rosi t a,  Al i ce,  Naomi . And t he
boys:  Lar r i e,  Jacki e,  Eddi e,  Al ec,  Davi d,  Al an.
And pl e a s e  r e me mbe r our  pr es ent  f ami l y:
I s abel l e,  Cor al ,  Dawn,  J anet ,  Ronni e,  Ri t a,
El eanor ,  Chr i st i ne.

THE  DAR K C HILDR E N. The l at est  addi -
t i on t o our  f ami l y i s  Cor al ,  aged 12 Cor al  was
a l onel y chi l d who di d not  f i t  i n wel l  wi t h her
whi t e f os t er  par ent s ,  who di d not  under s t and
her ,  and she pi ned f or  t hose of  her  own col our .
Cor al  was  a t  t he  of f i ce  of  t he  Abor i gi nes
Wel f ar e Boar d when I s abel l e cal l ed f or  her .
The l i t t l e gi r l  t ook an i mmedi at e f ancy t o
Isabel l e. She s ai d:  "Ar e you t he gi r l  who i s
t o t a ke  me  home ? " " Yes , "  s he was  t ol d.
" Oh,  dear ,  I ' m s o happy! " " And why a r e
you happy?"  as ked I s abel l e . " You' r e  s o
ni ce, "  was  t he r epl y. " I  t hi nk you' r e  a
l ovel y gi r l . I ' m goi ng t o be s o happy. Ar e
t her e any ot her col our ed chi l dr en at t he
Mi s s i on Far m?"  "Yes , "  s ai d I s abel l e.  "Ther e
ar e s i x ot her  ot her s ,  but  t hey ar e younger
t han you. " " I  hope s ome of  t hem ar e dar k.
I ' m ver y dar k,  and I do s o want  t o be wi t h
ot her  dar k chi l dr en.  Ar e Mr .  and Mr s .  Smi t h
dar k,  t oo?" Oh,  no, " sai d I sabel l e,  "t hey' r e
whi t e.  Mr .  Smi t h was  a mi s s i onar y i n Ar nhem
Land. " Cor al  l ooked t hought f ul  as  s he r e-
pl i ed:  "Oh,  cl ear ,  t hey must  l ove us ,  t o have
s o many col our ed chi l dr en t her e! "

As a suppor t er  of  t hi s  wor k,  you ar e shar i ng
i n br i ngi ng gr eat  j oy t o t he hear t s  of  t hese
dark chi l dren.  , Thei r  gr at i t ude i s  not  usual l y
expr essed i n wor ds ,  but  i f  spar kl i ng eyes  and
r adi ant  f aces  count  f or  anyt hi ng,  you shoul d
f eel  r ewar ded even wi t hout  wai t j ng f or  t he
"wel l  done"  of  our  Lor d and Mas t er .

F INANC E . Thi s  wor k i s  s uppor t ed by t he
f r ee wi l l  of f er i ngs of  Chr i st i an peopl e. Some
who cannot  af f or d monet ar y gi f t s  or  who ar e

al r eady gi vi ng al l  t hey can af f or d t o ot her
br anches  of  Mi ss i on wor k,  ar e abl e t o hel p by
t he gi f t  of  used cl ot hi ng f or  t he dar k chi l dr en.
Ot her s  make gi f t s  or  suppl y cl ot hi ng f or  t he
st r eet  st al l s and sal es of  wor k. Many f r i ends
have home - of f er i ng boxes i n whi ch t hey pl ace a
f ew pence f r om t i me t o4i me,  and each quar t er
t he cont ent s  ar e f or war ded t o t he Mi s s i on.
What ever  met hod of  gi vi ng you adopt ,  your
cont r i but i on wi l l  as s i s t  i n car r yi ng on t hi s
wor k f or  God and t he  abor i gi nes .

T H E  S K Y P IL O T  N E W S . I n or der  t o
keep i n t ouch wi t h our  numer ous  f r i ends  and
suppor t er s ,  i t  has  been deci ded t o publ i sh a
mont hl y paper  s uch as  t hi s . I t  wi l l  i ncl ude
ar t i cl es on t he abor i gi nes,  phot ogr aphs,  st or i es
f r om t he "Sky Pi l ot ' s  Log" ,  and par t i cul ar s
about  t he wor k bei ng done by t he Fel l owshi p.
I n t he pas t  we have been f or ced t o pay 3d
pos t age on ever y dupl i cat ed "News  Bul l et i n"
sent  out . When handbi l l s  ar e sent  t o al l  our
f r i ends on t he mai l i ng l i st  t he post age has been,

Bul l et i n", r egi st er ed at t he G. P. O. , t he
Thi s  s avi ng

i n post age wi l l  he suf f i ci ent  t o pay t he cost  of
pr i nt i ng t he "news".  However ,  t he r egul at i ons
of  t he G. P. O.  speci f y t hat  at  l east  75 per  cent .
of  t hose r ecei vi ng t he "News Bul l et i n" must  be
subscr i bers. Nat ur al l y,  we want  t o keep t he
cost  as l ow as possi bl e,  and i t  has been deci ded
t o char ge 2/ 6 per  annum.  f or  12 copi es ,  pos t
free. I f  you woul d l i ke t o r ecei ve a copy
r egul ar l y,  i t  woul d be a gr eat  hel p i f  you
woul d f i l l  i n t he encl osed subscr i pt i on f or m
and f or war d i t ,  t oget her  wi t h 2/ 6,  t o t he
Secr et ar y, Sky. Pi l ot Fel l owshi p, Mar el l a
Mi ss i on Far m,  Kel l yvi l l e,  N. S. W.

ACCOMIVIODATION. Al t hough our  t em-
por ar y accommodat i on i s  t axed t o t he ut mos t ,
we cannot  bear  t o r ef us e accommodat i on t o
any needy dar k chi l d. Mr .  Langf or d - Smi t h' s
el dest  daught er  has of f er ed t o gi ve up her  own
bedr oom i n or der  t o over come t he i mmedi at e
s hor t age of  accommodat i on. However ,  we  do
need at  l eas t  one doubl e- decker  beds t ead i n
or der  t o make t hi s  possi bl e.  I f  you can suppl y
s uch a doubl e- decker  beds t ead,  we woul d be
most  gr at ef ul  f or  i t .

J no. Rva ns  & S on P rinting Coy. P ty. Lim ite d, 486-88 Re nt S tre e t, S ydne y. P hone  MA2674.



P ATRON: Rt.  Re v. Bis hop W. G. Hillia rd, M.A. DIRECTOR: K. Langford -S mith, F.R.G.S .

Sky Pilot Fellowship
RALLY and SALE of WORK to be held (D. V.) in the

SYDNEY TOWN HALL
(LO W E R  HALL)

Saturday, 19th May, 1956
DOORS  OP EN 10.30 a .m. P UBLIC MEETING, 2 p.m .; Cha irm a n, Re v. A. Ha ym a n (e x-C.I.M.)

Our Re spons ibilitie s  include : Chris tia n Ra dio Broa dca s ts , Miss ion Fa rm a nd Home  for Ne gle cte d Aborigina l
Childre n, e tc.

Gifts  for S ta lls  s hould be  ra iled to "S ky P ilot," P a rra m a tta  Ra ilwa y S ta tion, or brought to the  Town Ha ll on the  da y
of the  Ra lly. Le tte rs  to  "S ky P ilo t," Ma re lla  Mis s ion  Fa rm , Ke llyville .

Come , Bring a  Frie nd, a nd S upport this  Work for the  Da rk Childre n.

P ORTION OF 30 -ACRE MARELLA MIS S ION FARM, KELLYVILLE, N.S .W.

J im . Evans  & S on P rinting Coy. P ty. Limited, 486-488 Kent S t., S ydney.


