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CHRISTIAN UNITY GROWTH SCIENTIST AT MISSION
IS “MIRACULOUS”

BISHOP SPEAKS AT FAITH AND
ORDER CONFERENCE

Montreal, Canada, July 22
The growth in Christian unity in the past fifty years is “ miracu-
lous,” the Bishop of Bristol, the Bight Reverend Oliver Tomkins, told
the opening session of the World Faith and Order Conference here on
July 12 at McGill University.
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WHAT BISHOPS ARE NOT
Thy_present momenit. while nlost of our Aus-
tralian msmps are speecing on thefi- Wl to Toronto
a good to discuss the role of
it i B as it Should perheps be, In e
Chureh in_ Australia
Tin= first point which should e mede clear is

that most Methodists, Congrega-
tionanss and not a Iew Angllcars

to that, t : of bishops as st landed mag-

nates, Ilvlng in enc papmeeirrounded by

of servants, aloof from, above — or at any

e out of tonich witli — the life of the every-

day V\Dlrld Because are a ¢ jrvative (not

the best s<nse) we Anglicans

\n unlse medieiel _concepts by
Lord. Your Grace,”
e RS, e reasonably be maintained
that these outward signs of courtesy and respect go
no further than those found, for example, in Greece
i nturies past, cmbody
in_their_persons the"spirit and aspl
community, the truth of the matt o A
tralia outimoded siyles and Torms of acress Gerive
ly, from the former position
of bishops in the United Kingdom as great landed
magnates as well as spiritual leaders.

In actual fact, if only the Protestant Churches
and a great many Anglicans could realise it, the
majority of our Australian diocesan bishops are to-
day the most humble and least lordly of men. There
is not much scope for the exercise of lordliness in
small Australian cities. The respect accorded these
our bishops by their’ communites depends upon eaah
bishop's own Stature rather than merel

R St mmator: metropolitan sees Whidh present
most of'the difficulties. A correspondent in d
who discusses the relati diocesan bishops
and their. clergy, comes. cbviously from & metro.
political see. There cannot be many Australian coun-
try priests who do not know their bishop well, and
are not well known by him. Between thirty and fi
priests would seem to constitute an ideal number for
any diocese which is to preserve a sense of being a
family.

Nielbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, and_probably
Adelaide, Tasmania and Newcastle, constitute Units
too large for any real family spiit 10 mark them in
the t does our smaller, more e
dloceser. Overall, our position is that we have about

in God to the same number of laymen as the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. It
is true that the proportion of bishops to laymen in
the United Kingdom is even less than this: that may
explain much about the present state of affairs in
England.

Whatever the technical difficulties, it Would seem
to us that there is only one real solution. That is,
if a proper relatmnshlp between the blshop‘ hls
clergy and the lay mbers of any diocese
be restored, to sub-di those dioceses whlch are

appointment of bishops coadjutor is no
real solution. A bishop coadjutor — wonderful men
though all ou I’S are — is not fish, flesh, fom or
good ied herri The very existence of bishops
coadjut or only underlins the state nent often and
accurat ly made, that ur b have been de-
graded rt&r:he status o aging  directors,

varied responsil ilities th indiv dual bishop can
accept hem all but mi st delegate th

No_Archbishop of Sydn . or Melbourne, for
exampl“ could possibly take all te Confirmations

, for this to be
He is eonpelled to Ielegae this episcopal
ity to coadjutors, nd
questio \M'\erhe this accords w.m he spirit of the
intentioi of th Book of Co Prayer, for a
ecadjut “Ific bi hop” in th
Fa more important: the dioosam of our
opolitical sees>'cannot  possi expected tc
knovf personauy, alid to keep in cluse pastoiedl touch

with, two, thre four hundred clergymen — lei

aloms meologucal i as they should. The
a>hbishop who tries to do this zealously musit neglecl
olheip duties whichi have Gome to be attachesd to his
offices; otherwise he will liemed for a breakdown Here
agair nt points out, no coadjuto.

cted to be a satisfactory substitute
for the diocesan b
The real problem is not concerned with ability
o delegate responsibility, or lack of it. It does not
really concern the ever-widening area of episcopal
responsibility which, in large dioceses, covers much
which laymen should see to in any case. It is a simple
matter of numbers, and proportions.
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ARRESTS
THE US.

PROTESTS ON
RACE BAR
Ecumenical Press Service

Geneva, Jly 2

Dr Eugere Carsn Blde
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Preshyterian Church in th
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theemergency Commission on
Religion ‘and” Race _established
It month by the NCCs
General Board.

In setting up the comission
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equality.
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PASTORAL TRAINING

FR GABRIEL HEBERT, SSM. COURSE AT MORPETH
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
(Continced from pege 5)
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