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"HOW CAN THE CHURCH MIND ITS OWN BUSINESS?Y

Since my statement last week concerning the
irresponsibility of those who have arranged for a betting
agency in close proximity to legitimate trading in a large
department store, there have beeny as you may imagine, a
nuriber of comments made.

One parishioner told me that the fellows at work had
been hotly discussing the issue. I enquired, "I suppose
they have been calling me a narrow-minded wowser". He
replied, "Worse than thati"

Another parishioner told me that he came in on a
conversation in a barber shop. One man remarked, "What
right has this man Shilton to protests; he'!s never done a
decent day's work in his life"., I an thankful to say that
the parishioner put hin right.

I have received many letters and 'phone calls during
the week, All have expressed gratitude that expression
wes given to the Christien conscience in the comrmmity,
except one who suggested that I didn't go far enough. He
wrote, "I speak as a socialist ..... Your reference to
‘shareholders' with Christian convictions is surely a
contradiction in terms. Shareholders are garblers, and
those in this capitalistic game in a big way not only
profit themselves without physical effort, but the profit
continues in perpetuity. Attack garbling if you will
but only if you include 2ll of it", In my reply I said
"Last Noverber I visited Russia, which is the home of a,
ce;tain kind of socialism, but lottery “ickets were
Egi?g sold openly for government income. This disappointed

During the week a number of letters have been written
to the Editor of our morning paper. All have been in
favour of the stand made except one who Suggested that
the Church should mind its own business, in word éh :
as ‘sticking to its own affairs?, The éorres onz S:C
obviously has one view of what the Church's bﬁsi . i
but those who comprise the Church haye 5 differezisiizz,
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Wé'might well ask the question, "How can the Church
mind its own business?"

- But first there are other guestions which need
to be answered. One is:

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

Not & building, however beautiful or old

ot the clergy only, but the lay people as well.

Not & denomination only, but the whole body of
believers, of whon Christ is the Head., v

Not necessarily those who attend Church Services.
- many do that for a variety of reasons.

I have just begun a matriculation class in one
of owr High Schools. At the beginning of the year I
ask then what Church they attend, if any, and the
reasons why they do or do not attend Church. Here
are sorme of their replies:

I attend Church when I em a server. The only
other time is when I'm requested to by my parents.

It would be wrong in ry parents'eyes if I didn't.

I feel guilty if I don't go for a long time.

I hope to neet some new friends.

I like the girils.

Out of 31, 10 attend occasionally, for wrong
notives, - 3 attend regulorly for right rceasons,

The real Church does not nccessarily comprise all
those who attend Church Services.

The real Church docs not necessarily comprise
those vho try to live a good life. Many people in
the commnity try to live good lives without necesg-
arily professing to be Christians. They may try to
attein to Christian standards of morality without
being Christians. |
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end up with some variation on the theme thot the only
test for any action is whether or not is is inspired
by loves.

But love is the fulfiliwent of ihe law, not the
opposite to ite Love without lewy is sentimentality.
When Christ said, "Thou shals love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, mind, soul cnd strength, ond thy
neighbour as thyself", He was not contradicting the
Ten Commendments or supcrscding them, e was giving
the positive utatements which already appeared in the
0l1ld Testonent book of Deuteronony. - These laws were not
given to rezke people rmiserable or to restrict their
freedonm; they weore there to keep then happy by prevent-
ing then entering into licensc which waild rob then
of their huappincss. The absolutc ctandirds of Godls
moral code ~zc therc so that ve . .might truly: enjoy.
ourselves, scrve others and be in fellowship with Gode
That is vhy thesc commendments howve been the framework
of our society in the past, nad vhy we nced to
declare then apain, when ingtcad of Godt's Law, many
are trying to substitute expediency or magnify opinion
or scntimental feeling, wronzly called tlovet,

>, 70 SHOY COMPASSION IFOR ALL THE KEEDS OF PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE .

The Bible says that thi common people heard Jesus
gladly wherever He wents He healed the sick, He
conforted the sorrcowful, He gave practiczl encourageniont.,
Nowhere in the Bible docs it say tliat we are to withdraw
ourselveos fron socicty. In fact, the teaching is to
the contrary.

Mhe Berly Church had concern for those who were in
need, ns we read zoverul tines in the How Testanent.
We are to join with others who are working to good
purpose to lift the unfortunate. God needs social
workers, doctors, hospital attondents, nurses, welfaorc
workers, teacherse This is the Church in action; lay
people in vrganisations and institutions helping to neet
the neceds of people in o veriety of needs wherc compassion
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is essential. Many organisations which may now be predon-
inantly sccular, had Christian begimnings, an’ =11 are
byproducts of Christianity, cven when some ox thoir nenbers
arc not Christians. Madan Chiang Kai-Shek saiu, "Confuc-
ianisn worships ancestors, but ncver builds an old folk!'s
hore",

It is the Church's business to be amongst éo l: a
their probleis, whether physical, mental or Spiiitﬁai Mn%t
is the Church's business: y ks

3. 70 PROTECT THE YOUNG, THE INNOCENT AND THE WEAL,

When garbling is lcgalised it gives % :
ion that it is right. It rmst be mfsleadiﬁgtﬁimgﬁﬁgelﬁﬁﬁeSS’
arc not able to think things out for thenselves, Oup new
papers nov present T.A.B. betting as respectaple and hgigs—
its success becouse within a few deys over $86,000 ha b
spents What influcnce does this have upon thesyo ¢S A
Admittedly, somne will garble whethoer facilitigs . jnat
able, but many would not be bother i
able. Experience in Britain has g
gets upon the comrmnity,

: avail-
edvlf they were not syvail-
hown the grip it quickly

Recen@ly, I heard in one of the conversation b

on the rodio, two commentators discussing the coni‘sesglons

held in Western Australia recently concerning leqai?enge
callse

prostitutions Both cormentators egreed that it should

core in. Their argument wont like this, upn : ;
.going to taeke place anyway; thercfore it ispigiz};uzlon )
Qe 0

control it so that it will not be he "
young, the innocent and the weak? hﬁzsguie'nowh&t about the
ibility to them? It is the words of ga Wh'respons-- :
protection the Churchts business, "It 7 ich pake their
hin that a millstone were honged ahout hig nG better for
cast -into the sea, than that he shoulg of f n§0k, and he be
1ittle ones" (Iuke 17:2). énd one of these

As well as things which are hap
there is also the responsibility 4o
those things which are not harnfy] i
gaid dn I Corinthians 8:9, "But 4ak

nful.in thenselves:
Consider the weak in

0 themselvoesg, Paul

¢ heed, legt by any necans
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“ this liberty of yours become & stumbling-block to then

that are wecak".

It is the Church's business:

4. T0 $PAND PR THE TRUTH AT ALL TIMES.

Some critics of the Church have the idea that the
Church is ageinst cverything that is plcasant and profit-
ablee They say Christions are like the woman who con-
plained theot everything worth doing in this life is either
immoral, illegal or fattening. Thc prophets of old were
outspoken in their condermation of social evils. John
the Baptist had no hesitetion in denouncing Herod. But
so often today the Christian point of view is not
presented because everyone is waiting for soneone clse
to say or do sonething.

Of coursc, therc are sore Christians who say, '"Kecp
religion out of politics, kecp it out of social problens,
Just preach the Gospel". Unfortunately, we are often
drawn back fron social action becouse of the ccclesiaste~
ical -organisctiongy sonmctines called the Church, which in
history have reddled in politics for their ovn material
goein, Sorctines thiz withdrawal is a reasction to some
social gospellers who keep talking about 'bringing in
the Kingdom'!, and who mzke sonme particular sccial issue
into their gospele

But Jecsus said we are to be the salt of the earth;
a nminority, perhaps, but cffective. He also said, "ve
arc the light of the world". Faint, perhaps, but
definitely recognised in the darkness. Our responsibility
is to stand for the truth whether that stand is welcoweq
or not, accepted or not, criticised or not,

It is the Church's business:
5, T0 EMPHASISE THE NECESSITY OF PR:SONAL CONVERSIQIT,

‘} Some of us sO eqsilyAcdopﬁ an Yeither - or! attite
ude. Ve thinl that cither we preoach the Gospel, or we
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engage in coymunity vitness. But the two are not matbe-
ually exclusive. They should go bomathep.
(&) L

In 2 letter to one of
i : Ly correspondents I geoid, "I
dgcg?g-b?llbve tbat any politicel systen ig perféot’—
Sthﬁd zsn'or cap}ta;lsm. One nay be nearer than the
other to the Christian ideal, but both fail e > Ol
the basic selfishness of ran" T

The Christian Fai
y aith recormis e g
simner, end j . ¢hises that nan is a
roforméd' hetizzdhctneeds to be redecncd rather than
5 S 10 be saved rathop thon inproved.

Wie noy and ]
and do allyweﬂ;a§h§21§r§$§itour stand for sucinl reforn
the hea A, i noral degradeti
Hunan ;fz Sf the ratter is thig, I@néruo;t;?n’ TLTl)-c'-d
1n~instqu*?’ being vhat i is, wili qi|u < ghznﬁu i
Aficeds Aavic - LWy s 2
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appen. \ could see miracles

Yes, it is the Chugent

%l 2o declare the

2) To ghox
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absolute standerds of the Gospel

: 21 conversion,
0 Wie con
o2 to the Teel question:

HOW CAN Taq CHUREH
S O BUSINESS?
1. By fulfillj SINESS?

N8 the
the world, © PR of Bhrist 46 go into all

We are to :
& avoid +ty
world and irdtoti O extreon : !
and imitetion of °S, isolation fron the

'th(,‘ A7
"orld, God does not want us

$0:be either 'holicr-then-thou'! or 'worldlier-than~thou'.

He wants us to be like Jesus..

Not isolation from the simmer, but separation
fron the sine
Not imitation of the world, but identification

with the worldling,

As rerbers of the Church we rust take notice of
our Tiend, Jesus Christe e scid, "Go into all the world"
~ that is the busincss of the Churche

2. By following the Exanple of Christ by taking up the
Cross deily. -

This ncong that our vwitness will cost us something
in tirx ond in prayer, personal inconvenience, and in
sore countries, suffering and deathe

Lord, help nc to live fron day to day,
Tn such o sclf=forgetful way,

Thot even when I kneel to pray,

My prayers shall be for otherse.

Othors, Lord, yes others,

Lot this ry motto be,
Let me live for others,
That I noy live like Thoes

3, By finding those who are lost and bringing then to
Christe

David Brainerd, in the jouzmal of his life anong
the North Arerican Indicns, said, "I found that when
ry people were gripped by this great qOCtrine of Christ
and Hin crucified, I had no need to give then ingtruct-
ion shout morelity. I found that one followed as a

sure snd inoviteble fruit of the other",

Do we want social reform? The preaching of the
Cross and the Resurrcction have been primarily respons-
ible for promoting it in the last 400 years. Prigon
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- reforn, abolition of slavery, the crusade for h

: : ; unen dignity,
the struggle against exploitation, The preaching of the
Cross could do nore to bring sbout social change than any

other method.

That is the Church's business,

Lord Gody we are weak, but Thou art stro

We are foolish, but Thou art wisesa We afclf.

powerless, but Thou art Almighty., Come into

our hcortss inspire us by Thy love: st vthe
ce rengthen

us by Thy Holy Spirit, and send us,ou't ff)l;

Theey for Christ's sake, Anen,



Christians are sent by their Lord to be
salt and light in the world.

Here are some further publications which
are doing that very jobg: '

No No Calcutta (OP7-$1.00)

The thrilling story of the faith and courag-
eous action that led to the banning of the
pornographic play "Oh! Calcuttal!™ in

South Australia. Edited by Lance Shilton.

Changing Community Standards (OP8-$1.00)

What does the community consider decent and

indecent? John Court argues that Christian
principles are the only sound foundation for
society.

Pornography - Some Points of View (OP9-25c)

John Court has assembled a wide range of
comments. Some unlikely people support
his contentions about this subject.

Drugs, Delights or Deceivers? (0OP16-55¢)

Dr. Norman Broadhurst and Dr. John Graham
throw light on the disastrous drug scene,

Stand Up and Be Counted (OP18-$1.00)

John Court's newest book is a must for any-
one who desires to take the initiativye for
God in ways such as the Festival of pight.

Obtainable from the

TRINITY PUBLISHING SOCIETY
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When Christians speak out against social evils,
they can expect some harsh criticism from those
who have vested interests in these evils.

Jesus promised His people that their witness
would receive this kind of opposition.

Lance Shilton openly condemned the setting up

of a betting agency in an Adelaide department
gtore. This address is in reply to the
criticism that his action brought,

Recommended price 10c¢

ISBN 0 86945 017 4

puild for Christian maturity with literature from the
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