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THE MURDERER: FROM THE SKY PILOT'S LOG, 2CII BROADCAST
The  court wa s  s itting in Da rwin, a nd a n

aborigina l was  be ing tried for murder. There
was  nothing in favour of the  accused; he  was
an educated boy who knew all about the white
man's  law. Without any provoca tion, he  had
s pea red to dea th anothe r na tive , who was  a
s tranger to him.

He  wa s  a s ke d if he  ha d a nything to s a y
why sentence should not be passed on him. No,
he  had nothing to say. He could not, or would
not, suggest anything in his  own defence. Even
his  counse l had been unable  to do more  than
to ask for leniency and suggest it may have been
a  triba l a ffa ir. The re  wa s  no proof of this ,
and the  fact that he  was  an educated boy and
had never seen the victim before, went against
him. Twenty years! A long sentence. As the
prisoner was  led away I caught a  gleam in his
eyes, and I fe lt that there was a story
behind it tha t no one  knew about. Some time
later, I mentioned the case to George.

The old s tockman paused. "Wha t did you
say the boy's name was?" he asked.

I told him, a nd Ge orge  wa s  s ile nt for a
long time. Then he  s a id: "Look 'e re , Smithy,
I'll te ll you a  s tory. You can believe  it or not,
as you please. But it's  just between you and me,
mind. There 's  no proof except my word, and I
guess  tha t wouldn't count for much in a  court
of law when it's  agin someone in a high position.
I'm jus t an ole  s tockman who's  lived too long
among the  blacks  to be  re liable . It's  a  s tory
about a  native called Dick. That's  not his  rea l
na me , of cours e , but it'll do. Well, this  'e re
Dick was  s uppos ed, by triba l law, to marry a

neither.
"You know how it is  with na tives , they mus t

marry the  girl tha t the  law fixes  should rightly
belong to them. If she 's  only a  child, as  often
ha ppe ns , why, the n the y mus t wa it till s he
grows up. Her husband -to -be must 'grow her
up', a s  the y ca ll it. We ll, Ros ie  was  only a

her and waited as the years went by. And though
you mightn't be lieve  it, they was  rea l fond of
each other. I ofte n us e d to s e e  'e m wa lking
hand in hand, which is  unusual for natives ; but
the n, of cours e , the y ha d be e n brought up
a mongs t white  pe ople , a nd ma ybe  the y ha d

picked up some of the  white  man's  habits  an'
ideas.

I'm not goin' to te ll you where this happened,

Government official. We ll, s he  took a  likin '
to Rose and taught her to cook an' help in the

marry by blackfellow law, anyhow, though
heaven knows  tha t a in't very old.

"It was  a ll fixed up tha t Dick was  to marry

as  pleased as  a  dog with two tails . Mind you,
he had waited a good many years, so you couldn't
altogether blame him. Well, round about this
time the white  woman's  husband got orders  to
transfer to another dis trict, and they decided to
take Rose with them. It was  easy to arrange a
thing like  tha t in the m da ys . Anyways, Dick
came to me  in a  grea t s ta te  an' a s ked me  if I
could do a nythin' for him. I fe lt re a l s orry
for both of the m, s o I butte d in a n' we nt to
see the white  woman.

"I s a ys  to he r: `Mis s us , they te ll me  you
are movin' to another dis trict soon?'

" 'That's  right, George,' she says . 'My hus-
band has been promoted. I won't be  s orry to
leave this  place, either. We've been buried 'ere
for years .'

"'Wha t a bout young Ros e ,' I s a ys . 'You
wouldn 't be  th inkin ' of ta kin ' he r a long o '
you?'

"'Of course  I'll take  Rose ,' she  says . 'I've
spent years trainin' her to cook an' do the house-
work. I couldn't face  havin' to begin a ll ove r
aga in with a  new girl. Anyhow, Rose is  happy
with  me , a n ' s he  wouldn 't wa nt to  be  le ft
behind.'

"'But,' I s ays , 'maybe  you didn't know tha t
Rose belongs  to Dick. She 's  his  by triba l law,
a nd he 's  growe d he r up a n' wa ite d a ll the s e
years  for her. They're  real fond of each other,
too. You wouldn't be  for s epa ra tin"em now,
would you?'

"'Triba l law!' s he  s ays . 'Some s illy black-
fe llow bus ines s ! I'm not goin' to le t tha t worry
me.
young. Anyhow, when she 's  old enough I'll see
she is married to some decent boy from our new
dis trict. Triba l law, indeed! Tha t's  a ll non-
sense.'
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" `Beggin' your pardon, Missus ,' I says , 'but
it a in't nonsense  to them. Dick is  te rrible  cut
up about it a ll. The blacks  have feelings , same
as  white  folk. Couldn't you le t Rose  s tay here
with Dick? Or le t Dick go a long with you? It
a in't his  country where  you're  goin' to, but he 'd
be  willin' to leave  his  country an' work for you,
jus t to be  with Ros e .'

"'Certainly not!' she says . 'Anyway, it's  none
of your business. You've lived so long among the
blacks  tha t you've  sunk to the ir level. I'm takin'
Ros e  with m e , tha t's  fina l, a n' I'm  not goin'
to have  Dick hangin' about, ne ither. If you're
s uch frie nds  with a  bla ckfe llow, you ca n te ll
him  tha t from  m e . Te ll him  to ke e p  a wa y
or the re 'll be  trouble .' "

Ge orge  pa us e d s o long in his  s tory tha t I
had to s ha ke  him . "What happened then,
George?" I asked.

"Eh?  Oh, s orry, Smithy. We ll, they went
away with the  mailman, takin' Rose with them.
And Dick followed them foot -walk. Yes, Smithy,
tha t boy followed 'em footwa lk for a  hundred-
a nd -e ighty mile s , a n' turne d up in the  ca mp
a few days . a fte r they a rrived."

"He  mus t have  been fond of Ros e ," I s a id.
"S ure ly a fte r tha t the y wouldn't be  he a rtle s s
e nough to s e nd him a wa y? "

"We ll," the  old s tockma n continue d, "this
is  where  you'll have  to use  your own imagina-
tion, be ca us e  the re  a re  two diffe re nt s torie s
as  to what happened then. Dick said that Rose
told them he was in the camp, and she pleaded
with them to le t him s tay."

"How did the y ta ke  tha t? " I a s ke d.
"At firs t the y we re  a ng ry, but the n the y

came round and told Ros e  to fe tch Dick up to
the house and they would give him some tucker.
Well, Dick was  as  happy as  a  king. He  went
up  to  the  hous e , a n ' the y g a ve  him  p le nty
of tucker. Tha t pa rt of it is  true  e nough, a ll
the  na tives  s wear to it."

"And wha t's  the  othe r pa rt of the  s tory? " I
asked again.

"Well, Dick says  the  white  woman took him
into a  back room, and when no one  was  there
she give him a pair of trousers  an' a  good shirt,
be long in ' to he r old m a n. But s he  wa rne d
him not to le t the  othe r na tive s  s e e  the m, in
ca s e  the y got je a lous  a nd wa nte d s hirts  a nd
trousers, too. Anyway, Dick took 'em back to
the camp on the quiet an' hid them in his  swag.
Tha t's  Dick's  s tory."

"And what is  the  other s tory?"
"Well," said George, "a  couple  of days  la ter

a  policeman came a long and searched Dick's
swag and found the  shirt and trousers . They
took him to court, and the  white  woman swore
tha t he  ha d s tole n the m. She  s a id tha t s he
had given him food and trea ted him we ll, but
he  mus t have  taken the  opportunity to thieve

the clothes . No one  s a w he r g ive  Dick the
clothes , and it wasn't mentioned in court about
Ros e  be in' Dick's  triba l wife . Dick got two
years  in ja il."

"Wha t a  rotte n thing to do!" I e xcla ime d.
"How did Ros e  ta ke  it? "

"Well, she  cried a  bit and swore Dick never
s tole  in his  life , but they wouldn't lis ten to her.
The n while  Dick wa s  in ja il the y ma rrie d he r

was  forbidden to her by triba l law."
"And what about Dick?" I a sked.
George  paus ed aga in, then he  continued:

"When Dick came out of ja il he  worked for me
for awhile , but he  changed into a  s ullen, bad-
tempered boy. He  ne ve r took a nothe r lubra ,
jus t lived by himself. Years  went by, an' Rose
an' her husband came back to Rose 's  country
on a  walkabout. I was  hopin' that Dick wouldn't
hear about it. If he  did I guessed there  would
be  trouble . Ah, we ll!

murder?"
"Twenty years !"
"Ah, ye s , I thought tha t's  wha t you s a id.

Twenty yea rs ! Well, we ll, it's  a  long s tre tch --
even for murder. But I'd sooner be  Dick when
it comes  to the  J udgment Day than tha t white
woman. S 'he lp me, Bob, I would!"

And the  fina l e ntry in toda y's  Log is  ta ke n
from the  18th chapter of Matthew. Jesus said:
"Woe unto the world because of offences! for it
mus t needs  be  that offences  come; but woe to
that man by whom the offence cometh!"

NATIONAL ABORIGINES ' DAY. Friday,
14th J uly, was  marked by the  Na tiona l Abori-
gine s ' Da y Obs e rva nce  Ce re mony, in Ma rtin
Place, Sydney. By specia l invita tion, a  number
of our da rk childre n we re  pre s e nt, a nd the y
e njoye d the  outing, a nd e s pe cia lly the  lunch
that followed, very much indeed. Mrs. Langford-
Smith, Mrs . Warwick and Miss  Isabelle  Thorne
a ccompa nie d the  childre n, who looke d ve ry
a ttractive  unde r the ir s ilk banner, bea ring the
words : MARELLA MIS S ION FARM, KELLY-
VILLE. A gre a t m a ny of our frie nds  we re
present a t the  ce remony, and we  made  many
new friends  as  a  result of the  children's  a ttend-
ance. There was  also wide newspaper and TV
publicity.

ANNUAL MEETING. The Annual General
Meeting of the Sky Pilot Fellowship Limited was
he ld a t the  office  of the  Com pa ny, Ma re lla
Mission Farm, on 17th July. The Balance Sheet,
which was presented at the meeting, appears  in
this  leaflet. The  members  of the  Council, and
a ll other office  -beare rs , were  re -e lected for a
further te rm. The  following brie f extracts  from
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the  P e rma ne nt Dire ctor's  Re port ma y be  of
inte res t to our readers :

"During the  year ending 31s t March, 1961,
we have seen more progress  than in any other
year s ince the Miss ion was  formed. On looking
back our hearts  are  filled with gra titude  to God
for the  wonderful way He  has  unde rtaken for
us. There has been a steady improvement in the
hea lth, happines s  and s piritua l we lfa re  of the
dark children in our care ; a lso, there  has  been
more material progress than we dreamed possible.

"Extra sheds were built in the picnic grounds,
and an e lectric copper ins ta lled for the  use  of
the  Mis s ion a nd the  va rious  Church orga ni-
sa tions  who use  the  picnic grounds . A septic
tank was  built and two water closets . The tank
has  been built to cater for 50 people, so should
be  la rge  enough to a llow for increa s e s  in the
number of children provided for.

"The  childre n's  dining  room  a nd kitche n
have been fly -proofed.

"Extra  cupboa rds  ha ve  be e n built in the
office , kitchen and children's  dining room; a lso
s he lves  in the  libra ry. A phone  switchboard
has  been ins ta lled in the  office , to enable  ca lls
to be switched through from office to house.

"We purchased a re -conditioned Addresso-
gra ph m a chine  a nd ha d s te ncils  cut for the
names of all subscribers  to the Sky Pilot News.

"A projector was  purchased for deputa tion
work.... A Victa Special Mower was  purchased.
.... A pla que  now ha ngs  in the  office , which
s ta te s  tha t the  office  is  the  g ift of the  Blue
Mounta ins  Branch of the  Women's  Auxilia ry.

"A hut 110 fee t by 20 fee t was  purchas ed
from the  Hous ing Commiss ion. It is  n o w in
pos ition, ready to be fitted up as  living quarters
for the  da rk children.

"All the above improvements have been paid
for by the  Mis s ion, or our supporte rs , and ye t,
a s  the  financia l s ta tement will show, we  have
a ls o be e n a ble  to re duce  our pa s t lia bilitie s .
We  ha ve  ca us e  to pra is e  God for this  ra pid
expansion.

"At the  Fe te  on 7th May, 1960, a  ne t profit
In Octobe r, the  ne t

is  a n a ll-time  re cord.
"During the year nine children were

admitted and twelve discharged. The  number
of childre n in re s ide nce  ha s  ke pt fa irly con-
s tantly a t be tween 17 and 20. We are  unable
to exceed the s e  limits  until new qua rte rs  a re
ready for use .

"Mrs . Langford -Smith has been ve ry ill
during the  yea r and had two trips  to hos pita l,
the  mos t s e rious  be ing for a  collaps ed hea rt.
On both occas ions  Mrs . Ons low came  to our
a s s is tance  a s  a  volunta ry worke r, and took
cha rge  of the  hous e  a nd childre n in a  m os t

capable manner. Our s pecia l thanks  a re  due
to he r, a nd it is  a  wonde rful thing  to re a lis e
that we can ca ll on her in times  of emergency.

"Mr. Kennedy, our Deputy -Cha irman, has
been a  grea t he lp in organis ing the  volunta ry
worke rs  a nd s upe rvis ing the  building of the
septic tank, the  drains , and in putting the  plans
for the  ne w hut to the  S hire  Council. Both
Mr. a nd Mrs . Ke nne dy ha ve  a ls o he lpe d us
during emergencies  by ca ring for Ra lph, who
needs special care and attention.

"The Victa  Company made a  TV film of the
Mis s ion childre n for us e  in the ir a dve rtis ing.
It has been shown on one or two occasions, and
it is  a nticipa te d tha t it will be  us e d more  fre -
quently once the credit squeeze has  eased. It
will he lp cons iderably to make  this  work more
widely known.

"This year the Parramatta Town Ha ll
authorities  allowed us a total of ten Street Stalls .
Thes e  a re  ve ry important, a s  it enable s  us  to
convert a  cons iderable  quantity of clothing, un-
s uita b le  for us e , into re a dy ca s h. O n  a n

The y a re  run e ntire ly by the  me mbe rs  of the
Parramatta  Branch of the  Women's  Auxilia ry.

"We were able to arrange for all the children
to go a wa y for thre e  we e ks ' holida y during
January. They went to va rious  homes , a s  in
other years , and everything proved very sa tis -
factory.

"I would like to place on record my personal
a ppre cia tion of the  Council, a nd Mr. Ca irns ,
the special adviser. Throughout the  year there
has  been perfect harmony in the  Council, and
m uch of our p rogre s s  ha s  be e n due  to the
a dvice  a nd guida nce  of the  Council.

"As  mentioned in my las t Report, this  work
fa lls  into thre e  s e pa ra te  but clos e ly re la te d
sections: (1) Ca re  of the  childre n; (2) Office ,
store, financia l records and books ; and (3)
General dire ction of the  work, deputation,
writing  of the  "Ne ws ", a nd p la nning  for the
future . My wife has  managed, with Isabelle , to
ca re  for the  da rk children. The  washing and
cooking a lone  ta ke s  a  lot of time  a nd e ffort,
and it is  remarkable  that we have been able  to
manage so long with such a  small s ta ff. Mrs .
Warwick still combines the position of Secretary
and Treas ure r, and is  untiring in he r work for
the Master. For over eleven years she has taken
he r full s ha re  of the  work a nd re s pons ibility,
a nd we  could not ha ve  re a che d our pre s e nt
pos ition without he r. My own work is  only
possible because of the devotion and assistance
of my wife, acting as  Matron, and Mrs. Warwick
as Secretary -Treasurer.

"To God b e  a ll the  p ra is e  a nd g lory for
what we have  been able  to accomplish during
the p a s t ye a r in  our e fforts for the dark
children."
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THE SKY PILOT FELLOWSHIP LIMITED -
Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March, 1961

EXPENDITURE

Books ...... ......
Bank Charges
Children's Expenses ......
Car Allowance
Children's  Board
Depreciation
Entertaining ......
Insurance
Maintenance and Repairs
Printing and Sta tionery
Postages ......
Presentations
Rent
Salaries and Wages
Store
Sundry Expenses
Telephone ...... ......
Travelling Expenses ......
Utility and Tra ile r Expenses
Youth Fellowship
Excess  of Income over Expenditure
for the year transferred to Accumu-
lated Funds ...... ......

s. d.
5 0 0
1 7 0

125 16 0
100 0 0

2661 0 0
169 6 6
26 0 0
75 8 2

163 7 8
252 10 5
81 5 8
8 15 3

61 0 0
2106 9 5

27 1 6
56 11 5
5 7  1 8  1 0
14 13 6

137 13 8
30 0 0

585 14 0

0

INCOME

Bank Interes t
Donations to Home ........-
Home Offering Boxes
Deputation
General Donations
Subs to News ...... ......
Government Allowance
Parents' Contributions ......
Sale of Salvage
Sale of Books ...... ......
Fetes, Stalls , etc. ......

s.
1 13

3482 4
328 9
86 6
38 10
40 4

1126 14
306 10
204 2
25 0

1107 5

d .
9
2
0
3
0
0
0
0
8
0
2

0

Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1961

CURRENT LIABILITIES s. d.
Sundry Creditors ...... 1319 14 0
Loans ...... ...... 360 0 0

RESERVES
Asset Revaluation
Reserve ...... ......

ACCUMULATED FUNDS
Balance 1/4/60 ...... 254 13 0
Add excess of Income
over Expenditure for
the year ended 31/3/61 585 14 0

840 7 0

s. d.

1679 14 0

2202 18 10

BUILDING FUND
Balance
1/4/60 ...... 915 17 6
Add Do-
nations for
th e  ye a r
ended
31/3/61 ...... 2094 18 11 3010 16 5 3851 3 5

3

CURRENT ASSETS s. d. s. d.
Commonwealth Trad-
ing Bank ...... 226 5 10
Cash on Hand ...... ...... 10 0 0
Stock (a t cos t) ...... 315 1 8 551 7 6

FIXED ASSETS
Children's Equipment
Furniture  and Fittings
Office Equipment ..... ......
Utility ......
Buildings ...... ......
Machinery

234 10 0
1755 7 8
528 19 3

1098 8 0
3416 0 1

56 0 0 7089 5 0

ENTANGIBLE ASSETS
Formation Expenses ...... 93 3 9

3

For and on behalf of The Sky Pilot Fellowship Limited
K. Langford -Smith, Permanent Director
A. W. Kennedy, Councillor

We  h a ve  e xa m in e d  th e  b o o ks  vo u c h e r s  a n d  r e c o rd s  o f Th e  S ky P ilo t  Fe llo ws h ip  Lim ite d  fo r  th e  ye a r  e n d e d  31s t  Ma rc h ,  1961.
We  h a ve  o b ta in e d  a ll th e  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  e xp la n a tio n s  we  h a ve  re q u ire d , a n d , in  o u r  o p in io n , th e  a b o ve  Ba la n c e  S h e e t h a s  b e e n  p ro p e rly
d r a wn  u p  s o  a s  to  e xh ib it  a  t r u e  a n d  c o r r e c t  v ie w o f th e  s ta te  o f th e  Co m p a n y 's  a ffa ir s  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  b e s t  o f o u r  in fo r m a t io n  a n d
th e  e xp la n a t io n s  g ive n  to  u s ,  a n d  a s  s h o wn  b y th e  b o o ks  o f th e  Co m p a n y. In  o u r  o p in io n , th e  Re g is te r  o f Me m b e rs  a n d  o th e r  re c o rd s
wh ic h  th e  Co m p a n y is  r e q u ire d  to  ke e p  u n d e r  th e  Co m p a n ie s  Ac t ,  1936, a n d  b y its  Ar t ic le s ,  h a ve  b e e n  p ro p e r ly ke p t .

K .  H .  P E AR C E  MO C AT T A AN D  C O . ,
Ch arte red Accoun tan ts .

(S ig n e d ) K.  H.  P e a r c e .
'Reg is te red under the Pu b lic A ; u n ta n ts '

Bla c kto wn ,  2 2 /6 /6 1 . Re g is tra tio n  Ac t, 1945, a s  a m e n d e d ."

P r in t e d  b y  J n o . E v a n s  & S o n  P r in t in g  C o .  P t y .  Lt d . ,  4 8 6  Ke n t  S t r e e t ,  S y d n e y . 'P h o n e :  MA 2674.


